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HAf  to  luake  furc  of  life  eternal,  is  the  one  ncccflary  buCneis^ 

f.   that  we  fbns  ai  death  have  to  do  in  this  world,  and  without  which^ 

\    tU  our  time  here  b  worfe  than,  lofl,  every   enlightened   mind  will 

caQly  acknowledge.     This  pre  fen  t  life  being  by  the  rule  of  it,  ap-^ 

pointed  but  to  this  end,  to  he  preparation-time,  fpent  in  a  continual 

care  to  make  ready,  that  we  might  have  a  good  meeting  with  hini^ 

x?ho  {hall  be  feen  in  this  air  one  day.     And   whether  we  look  up  to 

heaven,  or  down  to  hell ;  whether  we  reflet  upon  our  own  immortal 

ibuls,  or  turn  our  eyes  toward  the  greatnefs  and  goodnefs  of  tiiat  God 

in  Chrift  with  whom  we  have  to  do ;  whether  we  pace  over  the  time 

between  this  and  judgment-day,  or  fend  our  thoughts  to  iiew  the 

eternity  that  is  to  follow  after.   All  things  put  a  neceflity,  a  folcmnity^ 

.     a  glory  Tjpon  this  work. 

But  difficiUa  quaepulcbra:  It  is  one  of  the  oracles  uttered  by  our 
Lord  with  his  own  mouth,  ^^  Strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is  the  way 
*'  that  leadeih  unto  life,  and  few  t^ere  be  that  fiiid  it."  It  is  not  fo 
cafy  a  thing  to  get, to  heaven,  nht  fo  broad  a  way  thither,  as  the 
flight  and  loofe  opinions  of  fo^e.,  and  practices  of  more  would  make  it, 
nor  as  the  carnal  hearts  of  all  would  have  it.  Though  that  (if  it  be 
examined)  is  the  common  fcopc  of  all  erroneous  conceits  (and  ho\y 
I  rcfticfly  have  the  corrupt  minds  of  men  laboured  therein  in  all.  ages, 
and  do  in  tbefe  our  days)  to  widen  the  W2ty  to  life,  to  break  dowa 
the  boundaries  of  this  narrow  path,  and  make  it  broader  than  ever 
God  made  it.  Man^s  carnal  heart  finds  itfelf  pinioned  and  firaitened 
in  the  way  (the  good  old  way  of  effedual  faith  and  obedience)  that. 
i  God  has  laid  out ;  hence  it  breaks  out  on  this  hand  and  on  that,,  and 
will  rather  pluck  up  tbc  ancient  land-marks  of  God's  uuth,  than  n«t 
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make  it  V6«der<  'fhe  gofpel  will  not  aSbrd  men  «  wtty  hraatd 
enougii,  Oil^f*  the  law  be  quite  removed  (aot  only  as  a  covenant, 
but  as  a  commanding  rule  oi  life  too)  and  laid  flat  like  an  old  hedge, 
that  tbey  may  go  over  it  atpleafure,  and  not  attend  it  any  further 
than  their  fpiriflifteth.  }u(Vfication  by  faith  is  too  narrow  a  path, 
unlefs  they  may  be  juftified  bcn^e  and  without  faith,  it  Is  not  free 
enough ;  they  complain  of  it,  as  if  it  laid  them  under  a  covenant  of 
work'.  Conditional  promifcs  are  of  too  ilraight  a  ike,  they  muCl  be 
all  abrv>Iute<,  and  give  us  peace  without  any  qualification  in  us,  or  elfe 
tikcy  are  not  large  enough.  To  be  folivitous  abcmt  f$[n^:fication 
and  inherent  grace,  is  too  trouble fonie ;  to  feck  God  diligently 
in  the  ufe  of  all  tneans^  in  a  daily  and  hearty  performance  of 
holy  duties,  in  a  dn^  fan^fying  of  fabbaths,  in  conftant  watchful- 
nefs^  &c.  this  mufl  be  laid  by,  as  a  legal  buQne(s.  And  if  the  Spirit 
immediately  will  a^tTIs  and  carry  u^,  in  a  bed  of  Cafe,  to  heaven, 
without  troubUng  us  to  a<^  and  {^rivj,  •well  and  good;  otherwife  men 
will  fhake  hands  with  the  power  of  godllnefs,  and  ran  adrift  before 
their  own  corruptions*  But  when  all  flones  are  turned,  the  way  t<> 
heaven  is  and  will  be  found  to  be  a  flraight  way :  truth  has  laid,  it 
U  Co  ;  and  it  b  not  all  the  notions  of  men  that  will  make  it  otherwise* 
And  hence  thofc  folemn  counfcls  of  the  fcriptore,  *'  Work  out  your 
*^  faivatioti  with  fear  and,  trcmWing.t— Give  all  diligence  to  make  all 
^  fure.  —Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  firait  gate* — So  rim  that  you  may 
.^' obtain,"  8tc.  though  they  be  little  attended  by  the  loofenefs  of ' 
tbcfe  times,  yet  they  are  of  cndlefs  moment  and  ufe,  and  had  need 
be  awfully  regarded  by  all  that  love  their  cvcrlafting  peace* 

He  therefore  that  is  in  earneft  about  this  great  bufin efs,  will  bo 
glad  of  any  good  help  to  guide  bim  in  this  way,  this  (Iraight  way' 
to  life.  And  though  there  be  many  choice  helps  herein  already 
extant,  ift  the  precious  labours  of  fundry  of  the  Lord's  faithful 
fervants,  for  which  this  age  has  caufe,  On  bended  knees;  to  Wcfs  the 
Lord;  and  which  will  be  fuch  a  teftimony  againft  the  wantonnefs 
thereof,  as  it  will  never  be  able  to  anfwer:  yet  of  thofe  that  do 
clearly,  particularly,  lively  and  fcarcFnngly  difcover  aVid  mark  out 
this  ftraight  way,  with  the  feveral  praflical  turns  thereof,  and  (hew 
\7here  they  that  mifs  of  the  end  at  lafl,  do  turn  out  of  it,  althougti 
they  go  far  therein  ;  of  tiiofe  that  pilot  us,  when  we  come  into  the 
narrow  channel,  unto  the  vdry  point.of  entrance  into  life,  and  ihewtir 
the  rocks  and  fhoals  on  either  hand  diftinftly^  of  thefe  (I  fay)  there 
is  not  too  great  a  number.  For  to  fpeak  any  good  and  ufeful  truths^ 
is  good  and  commendable;  bat  yet  it  is  another  and  a  further- matter 
to  hold  the  candle  to  tne  poor  people  of  God  (even  to  the  meaneft) 
to  light  them  to  beaven,  or  to  take  the  foul  by  the  hand,  and  lead  it 
from  ftep  to  (lep  througJi  all  the  difficulties,  deceits  and  turnings,  at 
which  the  clofeft  hypocrites  do  Diii«  their  way  and  lofe  themfelves; 

and 
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ind  ta  do  this  £6  convmcingly^'^roughlj  and  didin^r,  as  that  the 
iecrets  of  hearts  maybe  made  maniicil,  the  fecurc  fetf-decciver  dif- 
covered  aad  awakened,  and  jet  the  hunible,  upright  Chriilii^n  coa- 
£nncd  and  encouraged* 

In  this  ik\\\  and  work,  as  the  author  of  the  rollowiig  fcrroons,  was 
kaown  to  be  among  tiie  £rft  three;  fo  thefe  le^lures  ot  hh,  upon 
the  Parable  of  the  Virgins,  have  been  eftcemed  to  excel  in  this  kind  i 
having  }eft  fuch  a.  rtlifh  upon  the  hearers,  as  that  they  have  not  for* 
gotten  the  tafte  of  them  to  this  day.  It  has  therefore  been  the  inflant 
deiire  of  many  that  heard  them,  'and  of  fome  that  have  but  heard  of 
tben,  that  they  might  be  imparted  to  the  public^  And  fureiy^  both 
tbe  fubjeA  and  the  manner  of  handling  it  is  fuch,  being  wholly  upDii 
tboie  things  wherein  tbe  heart  and  life  of  religion  He«,  that  we  cannot 
difapprove  of  their  opinions,  who  have  fo  earncllly  dcdred  it«— > 
All  the  fcrmons  and  books  that  fpeak  to  the^jieait  of  leligion,  are 
little  enough  to  feed  that,  and  keep  life  tiiere,  efpeoTaTTy  Inlhis  ian- 
goi/hing  and  dying  age;  wherein,  though  there  Wants  not  common 
fight  and  outward  profeilidn,  yet  lofs  of  love  and  inward  deadnef<  are 
as  common.  The  work  being  fomewhat  Jengthy,  and  fitting  fci  ibes, 
pot  ealily  attainable  in  this  w^ldernefs,  it  has  occafioned  this  delay 
hitherto.  But  vWe  hope  it  will  now  be  neittier  unacceptable  ncr 
unfeafonable. 

Thefc  fermons  arc  now  tranfcribcd  by  induftrious  and  intelligent 
perfons,  and  have  been  carefully  reviewed  and  corredled.  They  are 
written  out  of  the  author^*  owd  notes,  which  he  prepared  for  preaching 
(only  about  la  flicct  himfclf  wtote  out  in  his  life-time,  having  thoughts 
it  fecms  of  yielding  to  their  deflres  who  were  earncfl  for  their  publiih- 
iog}  by  means  wnereof,  though  the  reader  will  often  meet  with  curt^ 
ncfs  of  exprefiion,  and  tht)ugh  fome  lively  palTages  that  were  uttered 
in  preaching  may  be  wanting,  yet  you  will  have  this  benefit,  to  have 
iDQch  in  little  room.  It  may  alfo  eafily  be  cbferved,  that  not  curiofity 
of  words,  but  weight  of  things  wa«  here  fludicd  by,  and  flowed  frcni 
the  heart  and  pen  of  the  author,  wnich  yet  produccth  the  bcft  and 
triicft,  that  is,  a  reql  rhetoric.  In  fum,  although  miiny  impcrfccflions 
Jucldcnt  to  fuch  poftliuflious  editions  cannot  be  vvanluig^  yet  we  dbuHt 
not  but  the  work  will  fpeak  for  itfelf,  to  the  intelligent  and  i'cr;oud 
reader.  ^  ' 

We  are  not  ignorant  that  there  bis  fome  who  fomewhat  differ  from 
this  our  author  in  accommodation  of  this  parable,  and  analyfis  of 
wroe  part  of  the  context,  referring  it  to  the  times  about  the  expccflcd 
calling  of  th<j  Jews  (and  if  fo,  the  fubftance  of  the  w-  rk  may  be  ac- 
coonted  to  be  In  a  more  than  ordinary  manner  proper  and  fcafonable 
ftr  tbeie  tmvi)  but  therein  every  man  is  left  free  to  his  own  further 
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difquifitions.  J^cithcr  is  it  for  the  fake  of  the  bare  cxpofitiOD  (much 
lefs  chronical  accommodation)  of  the  text  fo  much,  that  we  publish 
thefe  thmgs  (in  that*  kind  the  labours  of  others  do  abound)  but  for 
the  f^irituaJ,  pradical,  lively,  foul-fcarching  truths  and  applicatrons 
thereof  that  are  therein  contained,  the  fubilance  of  which  truths  the 
impartial  reader  will  eadlj  acknowledge  to  be  clear  both  from  this 
and  frxun  other  fcriptures. 

Thefe  fermons  preached  by  the  author,  in  a  weekly  le^ure,  wcra 
begun  in  June  1636,  and  ended  in  Mav  1640.  In  which  time  there 
was  a  leaven  of  Antinomian  and  Familiftical  opinions  flirring  in  the 
country,  asthe  world  has  already  in  print  been  informed:  by  occailon 
whereof  the  reader  will  meet  with  fundry  paflages  tending  to  reprove 
and  refute  fomc  of  tliofe  conceits,  and  to  eflabllfli  the  contrary  truth; 
which  we  have  not  expunged,  but  let  them  pafs  modly  as  we  found 
them;  feeing  it  is  no  more  than  the  world  already  knows,  that  there 
were  fucii  things  then  among  us;  and  though  tliat  florm  be  (as  to  its 
open  influence)  comfortably  blown  over  with  u^,  yet  the  like  errors  are 
(if  not  latent  among  fome  here)  fpread  el  fe where  by  the  new  lights 
of  thefe  times,  whence  thefe  helps  againA  them  are  Aill  needful. — 
And  we  doubt  not  but  the  fubftance  of  the  truth  here  defended  by 
our  author,  will  fland  and  abide  tlie  trial.  Yea,  I  fuppofe  I  may 
freely  take  liberty  to  fay,  that  among  tne  many  excellencies  where- 
"Vith  the  Lord  endowed  this  precious  inflrumcnt  of  his,  this  was  none 
of  the  lead)  that  God  taught  him,  and  helped  him  to  teach  others 
the  true  middle  way  of  the  gofpel  between  the  Legalifl  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Antinomian  (or  loofe  gofpeller)  on  the  other,  with 
much  and  fweet  clearnefs,  as  was  evident  in  the  whole  courfe  and* 
"  way  of  his  preaching,  and  may  in  fome  meafure  appear  both  in  his 
books  formerly  printed,  and  in  the  following  fermons.  Other  paflages 
alfo  of  fpecial  application  to  this  country,  and  to  thofe  fi'  ft  times  of  it, 
we  willingly  permit  to  pafs  the  prefs,  becaufe  they  may  be  profitable 
to  others  in  like  cafes  elfewhere,  and  of  fpecial  benefit  to  the  New- 
£ngli{h  reader.  For  why  fiiould  we  not  dedre  and  hope,  that  the 
fuitable,  folemn  counfcls  and  warnings  here  given  to  thefe  churches, 
by  tills  fecr  in  Ifracl,  in  reference  to  tue  main  mattery  of  life  and  god- 
linefs  may  now  be  of  living,  awakening  and  foul-in ftrucUng  ufc  to 
them  (Oh  that  it  may  be !)  unto  many  generations ! 

Reader,  if  thou  comcft  hither  to  <sarp  and  cavil,  or  to  criticife  Upon 
each  circumftanlial  impcrfcdlion,  this  work  is  not  )or  thy  turn;  but  if 
thou  bringeft  witri  thee  a  ferious  and  humble  heart,  dcfirous  to  have 
thy  foul  fearchcd  to  the  quick,  the  fores  thereof  lanced,  thy  fpiritual 
work  and  way  dire^led,  and  the  intereft  of  thy  eternal  peace  furthered; 
if  thou  defireft  to  walk  with  God  in  good  earneft,  and  efcaping  all 
%h^  fnares  of  a  flight  and  ilumbering  generation,  to  fland  before 

the 
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ibeSon  of. nan  with  comfort  in  the  day  of  his  glory,  then  UMyeft 
thou  here  find  that  that  will  (bit  thee,  and  which;  thou  wi)t  bleis 
the  Lord  for,  even  words  that  are  as  goads  and  nails  faftened  by  thtt 
nwiler  of  aflemblies,  given  from  that  one  and  chief  Shtphard.-— 
The  Lord  fix  and  fallen  them  in  all  our  hearts,  that  abiding  and 
being  engrafted  there,  tbey  may  be  inflrumental  to  further  our  fal* 
Tatioo,  that  neither  deficiency  in  the  main,  nor  floathful  fecunty, 
may  biqder  os  from  our  deiired  end ;  but  when  that  cliief  Shepherd^ 
and  that  heavenly  Bridegroom,  who  now  fends  to  us  by  fo  many 
fervants  and  meilkges  of  his,  both  in  word  and  writing  (hall  appear 
faimfelf,  >^in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  and -of  all  his  holy  angels,** 
we  alfo  may  ^  receive  a  crown  of  glory,  that  fadeth  not  away,**  and 
(for  the  laft  confummation  of  this  happy  marriage)  maj  go  home  with 
hiffl  to  his  Father*s  houfe,  there  to  abide  in  his  reft,  in  the  ^  fulneft 
•*  of  his  joy,**  and  drink  down  his  **  pleafures  for  evermore.** 

And  yon  that  fometimes  were  the  flock  of  this  (hepherd,  and  have 
heard  thefe  things  from  the  lively  vaice  of  thi^  foul-melting  preacher, 
whom  yon  never  .can  forget ;  let  it  be  a  welcome  providence  to  have 
thefe  troths  thus  revived  to  you,  and  put  into  your  hands,  that  he 
who  is  dead,  may  yet  fpeak  to  you  and  yours.  .  Get  them  into  your 
boUfes  to  read,  nay,  into  your  hearts  to  feed  upon,  as  a  choice  and 
precious  treafure.  And  let  .them  ftill  be  a  living  and  continual 
warning  to  ydu  to  watch  and  keep  alive  the  power  of  godlinefs, 
the  daily  pia^^ice  of  ^^  working  out  your  falvation  ^i^th  fear  and 
"  trembling,*'  the  love  of  the  truth,  the  hatred  of  every  falfc  way, 
the  efleem  and  improvement  of  God*s  ordinances,  and  the  true^ 
bumble,  heavenly  life  of  fiuth  in  Chriil  Jefus. 


JONATHAN  MITCHELL. 


TO    THE 

READER. 

IP  thoo  art  one  who  knowefl  what  It  is  to  be  ferious  in  the  great 
bufinefs  of  providing  for  eternity,  it  is  very  probable  thou  majeik 
be  no  firanger  to  the  name  of  this  rteverend  author,  sow  with  Ood^ 
whofe  name  in  both  the  Englands  is  as  an  ointment  poured  forth  ^ 
^d  then  thou  wilt  be  eagerlj  deCrous  to  perufe  thefe  following 
fermons,  in  tendency  to  the  further  xncreaGng' thy  flock  of  fpiritual 
oil ;  and  when  thou  haA  read  them^  and  fuckt  forth  the  fweetncik  and 
nouiMbment  contained  in  them,  and  by  the  aiEdanae  of  the  holjr 
Spirit  turned  them  into  good  and  healthful  nutriment  to  thy  foul, 
we  queftion  not  but  it  will  inhance  the  author*s  worth  in  thy  thoughts 
and  edimation.  But,  perhaps,  thou  haft  neve/  lighted  on  any;  of 
tliofe  flowers  which  this  holy  man  ha<i  planted  in  God^s  garden,  and 
then  we  arc  confident- thou  wilt  meet  with  fuch  favoury  fweetnels  io 
this  difcourfe,  as  will  make  thee  wiih  Chrift*s  church  bad  longer  en- 
joyed, fo  choice  and  ikilful  a  workman*  If  thou  be  one  who  haft 
hitherto  little  coniid^red  of  God  and  tliy  foul,  and  the  concernments 
of  eternity,  or  only  now  and  then  had  feme  moming«dew  thoughts 
of  that  which  deferves  and  requires  the  choiceft  and  moft  vigorous 
workings  of  thy  foul,  we  wiih  thou  wouldft  fo  far  comply  with  God^s 
goodnefs  in  bringing  this  book  to  thy  hand,  and  gratify  thyfeir, 
(we  mean  thy  foul,  thy  better  fcif,}  as  to  read  over  this  treatife, 
Jn  which  thou  wilt  meet  with  thofe  ferious  and  foul-piercing  trutlis^ 
which  by  6od*s  bleding  may  be  as  peifon  to  thy  lufts,  and  awaken 
thee  to  a  ferious  and  hearty  engaging  in  that  work  which  none  ever 
yet  repented  of.  For  the  occadon  of  publiihing  this  piece,  we  refer 
theo  to  the  larger  eptftle  of  our  reverend  brother,  and  only  add,  that 
though  a  vein  of  ferious,  foUd  and  hearty  piety  run  through  all  this 
author^s  works,  yet  he  has  referved  the  beft  .wine  till  the  laft.-^ 
The  LfOrd  help  thee  and  us  fo  to  read  and  improve  thefe  and  fuch 
like  labours  of  God^s  harveft-men,  that  we  may,  with  the  wife  virgins, 
have  the  lamps  of  our  fouls  trimmed  and  furnished  with  oil,  that 
when  the  Bridegroom  fliall  come,  we  may  be  ready  to  enter  with  him 
into  his  kingdom.  Which  is  and  ihall  be  the  prayer  of  us,  who  are 
hearty  well-wi(hers  to  thy  foul^ 
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CHAP.   I.     SECT.  L 

.  Matthew  xxv.  i, — 14« 

t,  Thenflkdl  tbekingehm  of  heaven  he  likened  thtito  ten  virgint'^ 

wised  took  their  hn^^  and wnt forth  to  meet  the  bridegroonu 

—a.  And  five  ofthernvsere  wfe^  and  Jive  'mere  foolijb* — 

3.  They  that  verejholijh  took  their  lamps^  and  took  no  oil 

mtb  thept^  —  4-  But  the  v)ije  took  oil  in  their  vejjels  Viitb 

their  lamps. — 5.  While  the  bridegroom  tarried^  they  allflumr- 

bered  andflept.^^6.  And  at  mianight  there  was  a  cry  made^ 

Behold  the  bridegroom  cometb^  go  ye  out  to  meet  him.*'*' 

y.  Then  all  thofe  virgins  aro/e  and  trimmed  their  lampu^^ 

8.  AndtbefooUJIjfatd  unto  the  wife^  Give  us  of  your  oil^ 

for  our  lamps  are  gone  out  ^ — ^.  But  thev)ifeanfvieredy  faying^ 

Jfotfo^  left  there  be  not  enough  for  us  and  you;  but  go  ye 

father  to  them  that  felly  andbuyforyourfehcs, — 10.  AJndy 

*  Vibrie  they  v>ent  to  buy^  the  bridegroom  came  ;  and  they  that 

Viere  ready  'osent  in  mth  him  to  the  marriage^  and  the  door 

vtasjbut.'^  1 1 .  Aftervmrdcame  alfo  the  other  virginsfaying^ 

Lordy  Lord,  open  to  us. —  1 2.  Bus  he  anfvjered  andfaid^  Verily 

J  fay  untoyouy  I  know  you  not. — 13.  Watch  tbereforCy  for 

ye  know  neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  'therein  the  Son  of 

man  cometb. 

T^HESE  words  are  part  of  our  Saviour's  anfwer 
-*•  unto  two  foleimi  queftions  which  his  difciplcg 
propoumled  unto  him,  ch.  xxiv.  ver.  3.  The  firft  was 
concerning  the  dieftruftion  of  the  temple  at  Jerafalcm: 
The  fecood  concerning  the  fign  of  his  coming,  and  fo 
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of  the  end  of  the  world.  The  firft  fecms  to  be  oc- 
cafioned  by  our  Saviour's  fpcech,  ch.  xxiv.  ver.  2« 
The  fecond  from  his  fpeech,  ch.  xxiii.  ver.  39.  To 
the  firft  therefore  he  anfwers,  from  the  4th  verfe  of  the 
xxivth  chap,  to  the  23d  ver.  of  it.  To  the  fecond  he 
anfwereth  from  the  23d  ver.  of  the  fame  chap,  to  the 
end  of  this  xxvth  chap.     Wherein  he  acquaints  them, 

I.  With  fome  things  which  Ihall  be  befofe  his  com-  " 
ing,  viz.  fubtle  and  ftrong  deiufions,  mixt  with  fore 
tribulations  and  oppreffions,  efpecially  in  the  time  of 
Antichrift's  reign,  ^s  alfo  great  confufions,  in  all  heatjs        I 

^  and  churches,  if  not  throughout  all  the  world,  after 
the  tribulation  of  thofe  days  ;  And  then  (faith  he)  ver* 
30.  Jhdll  appear  the  /ign  of  the  Son  of  man  :    and  he        1 
ihall  be  feen  coming  in  power  and  great  glory •     But, 
if  you  dcfire.  farther  (o  know  the  day  and  ho.ur  whea 
this  Ihall  be,  it  is  'fiich  a  fecret  as  my  Father  reveal-        | 
cth  not  to  any,  no,  not  to  the  very  angels  in  heaven  ;        i 
and  therefore  you  need  not  know  it,  nor  yet  fliould        j 
feek  to  know  it ;  it  is  fufficient  for  you  to  Know,  that        i 
before  my  coming  there  Ihall  be  lamentable  and  fad        | 
times;  and  that  when  they  are   at  their  worft,  that        \ 
the  fun  and  the  moon  (through  the  horrors  of  mens    ,    | 
hearts,    and  the  univerfal  confufions   in   thq  world)        | 
ihall  Teem  to  be  darkened,  &c.  that  then  it  is  time  for        I 
me  to  come,  and  fet  all  in  order  again,  then  the  time 
of  my  coming  draws  nigh:  Now  this  Chrift  doth  from 
ver.  23.  of  the  xxivth  chap,  to  ver.  37.  " 

,2.  Having  thus  fpoken  concerning  his  coming,  he  . 
breaks  off  his  fpeech  in  defcribing  his  coming,  and 
falls  to  difcovering  the  ftate  of  the  times  toward,  and 
about  the  days  of  his  coming,  and  this  he  doth  from 
chap.  xxiv.  ver.  37.  to  chap.  xxv.  ver.  31.  by  the  conii- 
deration  of  which  he  perfuades  to  watchfulnefs  againft 
his  coming.  1.  Either  (faith  he)  the  times  will  be 
very  fenfual  and  degenerate,  as  in  the  days  of  Noah, 
in  fome  places  of  the  world,  chap.  xxiv.  ver.  38.  which 

'  he  illuftrates  from  two  parable^,  perfuading  therefore 

to 
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to  watchfulncfs,  to  the  end  of  chap.  xxiv.  2.  Or  thcr6- 
will  be  great  lecurity  in  other  places,  and  aoaong 
other  perfons  (not  given  up  to  Icnluality,  as  in  the 
days  of  Noah,)  but  who  are  the  challe^  virgin,  pure 
churches  of  the  world,  not  defiled  with  the  \^horc-' 
doms  in  the  world ;  ^nd  this  our  Saviour  unfolds  in  ^ 
this  parable.  '3.  Or,  if  any  be  awakened  (as  fome 
Ihall)  to  look  for  Chrift's  coming;  yet,  among  thefe, 
feme,  through  hard  conceits  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  ihall 
be  wilfully  carelefs,  and  not  improve  their  talents  for 
the  fake  and  ufe  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  this  is  fet  down 
in  the  next  parable  of  the  ten  talents,  from  ver.  14. 
to  ver.  31.  Ydu  fee  therefore  where  this  parable 
Jlands,  and  to  what  purpofe  it  is  brought  in.  In  which 
are  two  things. 


S  E  C  T.     IL 

i;  1  HE  Parable  itfelf,  concerning  the  ten  Virgina, 
from  verfe  i.  to  vcrfe  13. 

2.  The  fcope  of  the  parable,  ver.  13.  whicl^  is  to 
perfuade  not  limply  to  watchfulnefs,  but  to  continu- 
ance and  perfeverance  in  it,  from  a  prudent  forefight 
of  the  coming  of  Chrift. 

I.  The  parable  itfelf  is  fet  down,  agreeable  to  the 
cuftora  of  thofe  times-  wherein  our  Saviour  lived, 
wherein  their  marriages  were  ulually  celebrated  in 
the  night-time;  Ihe  that  was  the  bride  was  attended 
with  fundry  virgins  to  meet  the  bridegroom ;  thefe 
virgins  (it  being  night.feafon)  took  therefore  their 
lamps  with  them ;  tbofe  that  were  ready,  and  met  the 
bridegroom,  were  admitted  to  the  marriage-room  and 
fupper;  thofe  that  came  after  Ihat  time,  if  once  the 
doors  were  fhut,  were  furely  kept  out,  though  they 
knocked  hard  to  come  in.  All  this,  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  Jewifli  hiftories  and  cuftoms  know  to 
be  true,  which  we  are^to  attend^  becaufe  it  gives,  not 

a  little 
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a  Kule  light  to*  the  true  aad  geauine  expIicatioB  of 
(his  parabie. 

In  which  parable  note  thefe  two  parts. 

X.  The  church's  preparation  to  meet  with  Chrift, 
Galled  here  the  bridegroom,  from  the  ift  to  the  5th  verfe* 

2.  The  bridegroom's  coming  forth  to  meet  tbcm» 
from  the  5th  to  the  lath  verfe. 

SECT.    HI- 

The  frft  part  of  tbe  ParakU^ 

First,  I  fhall  fpeaU  of  the  preparation  made  b^ 
the  church  to  meet  with  Chrift  Jefus.  Wherein  alfo 
aote  thele  three  things. 

1.  The  place  where,  this  preparation  is  made,  vi%. 
in  \ht  kingdom  of  heaf>en^  ver.  1. 

2.  The  time  when  it  fhall  be  m^de,  fet  down  in 
the  firft  word,  Tben^  ver.  I. 

3.  The  perfons  that  (hall  make  this  preparationt 
they  fliall  not  be  corrupted  members  of  degenerate 
churches,  where  mens  profeiEon.  is  grown  foul  throufgli 
length  of  wearing;  but  they  are  profeflbra  offome 
eminent  ftrain,  fome  whereof  are  truly  fmcere,  others 
fecretly  unlbund.  And  there  ia  a  double  defcription 
of  them.  I.  From  forae  things  wherein  they  all 
agree.  2.  From  fome  other  particulars  wherein 
they  manifellly  difien 

Firft.  Thofe  things  wherein  they  all  agree  are  three* 

1.  They  are  all  virgins,  virgin  profeflbrs. 

2.  They  were  all  awake  and  watchful  for  fome 
time,  ready  to  meet  the  bridegroom,  and  hence  it  ia 
faid,  Tbey  took  tb^ir  lamps. 

3.  They  all  bad  fo  much  faith  as  to  go  out  to  meelt 
the  bridcgjroom. 

Secondly^  Tbofe  things  whereia  they  did  differ^ 
are, 

1.  Generally,  ftvt  ^trt  wft^  and  five  ^erefooUJb^ 
ver.  2.  ^3.  5pe* 


TE!f  VIHGINI  1 1 

a.  Specially,  thefooUlh  took  lamps,  but  no  oil; 
.  the  wife  did  both,  vcr.  3,  4. 

'  This  is  the  rude  draught  of  the  firft  part  of  the  pa- 
rable, the  fum  whereof  is  this.  That  the  ftate  of  the 
ffiembers  of  fome  churches  about  the  time  of  Chriil's 
Gomidg,  (ball  be  this,  they  (hall  not  be  openly  pra*\ 
hncy  corrupt,  and  fcandalous,  but  virgin-profelTors, 
awakened  (foV  fome  feafon)  out  of  carnal  fecurity^ 
\'  ftirring,  lively  ChriiUans,  not  preferving  their  chadity 
and  parity  merely  in  a  way  of  works,  but  waiting 
ter  Ghrtft  in  a  covenant  of  grace^  only  fome  of  thefe^ 
and  a  good  part  of  thefe,  fliall  be  indeed  wife,  flored 
wich  fpiritual  wifdom,  filled  with  the  power  of  grace.; 
but  others  of  them,  and  a  great  part  of  them  too,  fliall 
be  found  foolifh  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

I  come*  therefore^  ta' handle  the  firft  particular  in 
this  firft  part,  viz. 


CHAP.  IL     SECT.  L 

Of  tbt  VifibU  CiurcA  of  Go  J.  , 

i«  •T'lIE  place  where  this  .prep»ration  to  meet  Qirift 
^  fliall  be  made,  and  that  is  not  in  the  kijigdoma 
of  thid  world  (earthly  kingdoms)  but  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  and  therefore  it  is  faid.  The  kingdom  of 
bf4vrn  Jbatl  he  Ukcy  kc. 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  telling  you  how  many 
Ways  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  taken  in  fcrtpture;  by 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  here,  is  not  meant  the  kingdom 
of  glory  in  the  third  heaven ;  for  there  Ihall  be  no 
fooli(h  virgins  at  all  there,  ho  unclean  thing  fimll  en. 
tcr  tluther ;  nor  by  it  is  meant  the  head,  of  this  king- 
ik)to>  viz.  Chrift  Jefns ;  f<?r  how  can  h^be  like  to  tea 
virgins^  Nor  by  it  is  meant  the  gofpel  of  the  king, 
^om  (wbic^  in  Mat.  xiii.  i^  called  the  iing^om  vf 
leaven^  end  cos^a^ed  10  « (kmw-net)  for  how  can  it 

be 
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be  like. unto  ten  virgins  ?  nor  yet  the  internal  king- 
dorti  of  grace  kept  up  in  the  heart  of  every  believer } 
(which  is  called  a  grain  of  muftard-feed.  Mat.  xiii.) 
for  how  can  any  fooliih  virgins  be  there  i  or  what 
ihare  have  they  in  that  ?  Therefore  I  conceive  it  ia 
clear,  that  by  the  kingdom  of  heaven  here,  is  meant 
the  external  kingdom  of  Chrifl:  in  this^  world :  that 
is,  the  vifible  church,  or  the  eftate,  of  the  vifible 
church,  which  is  frequently  called  in  fcripture,  tie 
kingdom  of  heaven^  as  Mat.  viii.  12.  and  xxi.  43. — 
In  which  kingdom  fome  are  wife,  fome  fooliih,  all 
profefs  Chritt,  look  for  the  coming  ^of  Ghrifi,  Jor 
falvation  from  Chriil;  the  ellate  of  this  vifible  ohurch 
ihall  be  like  ten  virgins. 

SECT.    IL 

jTJlND  hence  I  fliall  note  this  one  thing: 

Dofi.  1.  That'  the  vifible  church  of  God  on  earth, 
efpecially  in  the  times  of  the  gofpel,  is  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  upon  earth. 

For  look  upon  the  face  of  the  whole. earth,  there 
you  may  (ee  the  kingdoms  of  men,'  and  the  kingdom 
of  Satan,  fin  and  death,  which  the  apoftle  faith^ 
Rom.  V.  reigneth  over  all  men ;  here  is  only  the 
kingdom  of  hea^ren  upon  earth,  viz.  in  the  vifible 
church ;  it  is  not  the  place  only  which  makes  either 
heaven  or  hell»  (chough  there  is  a  place  for  both)  but 
the  ilate  principally  makes  both,  one  may  be  in  hell 
upon  earth,  as  Clirift  was  in  his  bitter  agony  ;  and  a 
man  may  be  in  a  kind  of  heaven  upon  earth,  as  Chrifl: 
tells  his  hearers,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  vaas  at 
band;  a  man  may  be  under  the  kingdom  of  Sataa 
and  darknefs  upon  earth,  Col.  i.  1.3.  which  is  a  kind 
of  hell,  and  -why  not  as  well  under  the  kingdom  of 
Grod  on  earth,  which  is  a  kind  of  heaven,  efpecially,  I 
fay,  now  under  the  gofpel,  wherein  the  Lord  hathbegua 
to  ifulfil  that  which  was  but  only  promiled  under  the 

Old 
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Old  Teftament  to  be  fulfilled  in  tlie  fourth  and  lail 
monarchy,  (Dan.  ii.  44.)  in  the  time  of  th^  New  - 
In  the  ftate  of  Ghrift's  vifible  church,  which  Ihould 
by  little  and  little  beat  down  all  other  kingdoms  of  . 
the  world. 

SECT.     III. 

Reaf.  I.  x>£caufe  the  fame  King  that  is  reigning 
in  heaven,  is  reigning  here,  is  prefent  here,  Pfal.  ii.  6. 
and  here  the  faints  are  commanded  to  rejoice,  to  fhout, 
and  to  be  glad  with  all  their  hearts,  becaufe  of.  the 
prefcnce.  of  this  their  King  among  them,  Zeph.  iii.  14, 
25.  It  is  true  indeed  he  is  King  over  all  the  'world  ; 
the  inlmediate  execution  of  all  God's  common,  as 
mreli  as  fpecial.  providence,  is  put  into  the  hand  of 
this  King,  the  Lord  Jefus.  But  as  for  his  enemies, 
and  other  creatures^  he  reigns  over  them  as  a  King 
of  power ;  but  he  reigns  not  for  them  alfo  ^s  a  King 
c^  grace  and  love,  for  thus  he  reigns  among  his  peo- 
ple in  his  church,  Deut.  xxxiii.  26,  27.  The  Lord 
jia  prefent  with  every  one  of  his  people,  feverally,  but 
much  more  jointly,  when  two  or  three  of  them  are 
jnet  together  in  bis  name. 

Reafon  2.  Becaufe  here  are  the  laws  of  heaven, 
Hcb,  xii.  25.  Take  beed  (fpeaking  of  .the  miniftry  of 
the  gofpel  in  the  churches)  that  you  refufe  not  to  bear 
him  ^bo  fpeaketb  frorn  beaven:  which  laws  are  not  only 
here  promulgated  (as  they  be  among  the  enemies  of 
this  kingdom)  but  accepted  and  received  alfo,  without 
which  laws  what  kingdom  could  there  be  ?  Chrift's 
kingdom  in  this 'world  is  neither  tyrannical,  nor  arbi- 
trary, to  govern  without  law  ;  no,  no,  but  if  he  be 
our  King,  he  is  our  Law-giver  alfo,  Ifa.  xxxiii.  22. 
JJayj  the  fame  laws  by  which  we  fliall  be  ruled  in 
heaven,  we  have  here,  and  we  are  now  under :  that 
as  our  divines  fay  againft  the  Papifts,  though  before 
Mofes'  timei  there  was  not  fcrifth  verity  y^t  there  waa 

veriuiA 
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cerium  fcriptuni^  which  the  patriarchs  H^d  before  tii€ 
flood,  sad  afterward  until  Mofes'  time:  So  I  ftty 
here,  though  in  heaven  the  external  letter  and  fcri^ 
tion  both  of  law*  and  gofpel,  Ihall  be  abolifbcd^ ,  be^ 
caufe  they  need  them  not,  when  the  day-ftar  is  rifaii 
2  Pet.  i.  19.  yet  the^  living  rules  of  both,  for  ^fub- 
ftance,  fhall  remain  (  the  end  of  the  miniftry  is  to 
bring  us  to  the  unity  of  faith  in  a  pprfeGk  ettate,  Eph. 
iv.  13;  Therefore  faith  fiiall  not  ceaie,  when  mittifters 
ihall,  and  that  perfe£k  man  ihall  cpmre.  Our  faith 
indeed  ihall  net  then  by  fuch  glafles  fee  Chrift,  nor 
tdhere  unto  Chrift,  by  fuch  means  of  promifes  mud  or* 
dinances  as^we  do  now,  bu$  without  them  we  ihat| 
both  fee,  and  forever  adhere  to  him  who  is  our  King 
at  that  day ;  and  though  indeed  the  law  is  now  abo* 
liihed,  as  a  covenant  of  life,  yet  it  Ihall  ever  remtia 
as  a  rule  of  life ;  perfect  fubjeCtjon  to  it|  is  the  bap* 
pinefs  of  faints  in  heaven,  i  John  i.  as  a'heaa  con- 
trary  to  it  is  the  gr^ateft  mifcry  of  the  faints  oa  earth) 
Rom.  vii.  24. 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  here  are  the  fubje^  of  heavea, 
£ph.  ii.  19.  Fellow'citizeas  of  the  faints,  not  only  oa 
earth,  but  as  Paul  fpeaketh,  Phil,  iii,  20.  **  Our  cofli 
"  verfation  (or,  as  it  may  be  rendered,  our  frtt  bor- 
•*  gefs-ihip)  is  in  heaven."  God  himfelf  hath  cano- 
nized all  the  true  members  of  vifiUe  churches  witfi 
the  name  of  faints,  throughout  the  whole  New  Tefta- 
ment :  here  are  the  great  heirs  of  heaven,  nay,  pbf- 
felTors  of  heaven  by  faith,  as  others  are  by  feeiingi 
as  near  and  dear  to  God  (in  fome  refpeCt)  as  thofe  that 
be  in  heaven  already ;  becaufe  the  fame  motive  which 
^akes  him  love  them,  makes  him  love  thefe,  thou^ 
poor  abje^s,  and  out-cafls  of  the  world ;  th^re  is  but 
a  paper-wall  of  their  bodies  between  them  and  hea« 
ven,  only  hare  is  the  difference,  they  there,  are  fub- 
je£ts  in  their  own  country ;  thefe  here,  are  the  fa^nt 
countrymen,  only  Grangers  for  a  time  here  npoA 
earth ;  Som^  de&te  a  kingdom  to  be  d^min^th  regi^  >. 

in 
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in  fiopulum  fubJeSum.  if  Chrift  (the  King)  was  pre- 
feat,  aad  his  laws  publiflied,  but  there  were  no  peo- 
ple to  be  fubjecl  to  hirti,  there  could  be  no  kingdom ; 
bat  when  tixe  King,  laws,  and  fiibjefits  of  heaven  are 
here  met  together  in  the  viUble  church,  here  is  now 
the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

jReafon  4.  Becaufe  here  is  the  very  glory  of  heaven 
begua,  that  look  as  the  fame  fun  which  fills  the  ilars 
Willi  glory,  th&  very  fame  beams  touch  the  earth  aU 
fo,  fo  the  fame  glory  which  fhincs  in  heaven,  fhinea 
into  die  poor  church  here,  i  Pet.  v.  10.  God  hath 
called  his  people  into  his  eternal  j^lory^  And  Rona* 
viii.  30.  *^  Wnom  Chrift  hath  jullified,  them  he  hath 
^*  glorified  :**.  that  is,  he  hath  begun  it  here.  Here,  in 
a  fpecial  manner,  is  the  prefence  of  the  angels  ill 
heaven,  Eph.  iii.  10.  Here  the  pure  in  heart  fee  God^ 
and  that  after  another  manner,  than  many  times  thcjr 
can  in  their  folitary  condition,  Pfalm  ikiii.  i,  a,  3« 
And  what  is  this  but  heaven  ? 

S  E  C  T.    IV. 

Z7/ei.OEE  therefore  hence  their  happinefs  and 
honour,  whom  God  hath  called  out  of  the  world,  and 
planted  in  his  churoh :  What  hath  iht  Lord  done^ 
but  opened  the  way  to  the  tree  of  life,  and  let  you  in- 
to paradife  again  ?  Nay,  (which  is  more)  Wiiat  hath 
he  done  but  taken  you  up  into  the  very  kingdom  of 
heaven  itfelf  ?  where  you  have  th^  Lord  of  glory- 
to  be  your  King,  the  laws  of  heaven .  made  known^ 
hi^  heart  opened,  where  you  have  the  heirs  of  heaven 
your  companions;  and  the  angels  of  heaven  your 
guard,  defiring  to  look  into  thole  things,  which  vour 
tyes  ice,  and  your  hearts  feel,  i  Pet.  i,  12.  Where 
yon  have  the  love  of  a  Father  appearing,  the  Son  of 
God  inhabiting,  and  the  Spirit  of  heaven  cemforting. 
•*  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  thus  mindful  of 
V  him  !''  That  when  the  Lord  fi?eth  it  unmeet  to  take 

JS  you 


yoa  oat  of  tass  ^rcrli  cp  ':-r:D  hcaren,  tf:at  hesrea 
Ihould  conje  Jowa  irzo  tMs  wc>r!i  un!o  you,  who 
were  once  cnemicrs  to  this  ki-^^ja,  fb-Jt  up  iHidcr 
the  klnt^Joni  oi  dr^th  a-ti  cirk-ie-s,  ff rangers  to  the 
common^irealih  of  LVacl.  whhoct  God  mad  Chrift  in 
the  worlJ,  wiclx'»at  pnxnl.e*  w::>ja:  ajr«*  I  do  not 
cry  the  tem:i?c  of  :h^  Lord,  i>rr  idolize  order  and 
churclica,  bo:  I  :e;l  joa  wix^:  T>ur  privilege  is,  and 
thereby  what  Gc^I's  pxxiTTffs  is:  I  knov  the  world 
ncitlier  feeth  n^^r  fce!c:a  a-:y  fiiich  \  eavea  on  earth,  but 
foon  grow  defn-r^r?  iVrr^/y  cf  a'l  <>r:5:ninces,  who  if 
they  were  in  heaven  i:!el:"  with  their  carnal  hearts,  they 
would  not  a>ivie  there  \ii:h  mr.ch  contentment,  yet 
verily  heaven  hath  been,  arJ  is  found  here  by  God'^ 
hidden  ones*  even  fuch  th-n^  uhich  eye  hath  not 
feen,  nor  e.ir  he^rJ;  and  if  it  be  not  thus  with  thee, 
blame  thyiVlf,  and  n^oum  the  m^re,  who  in  the  niidft 
of  lig^it  art  in  utter  d.irknefs,  and  in  the  place  where 
heaven  is  begun  to  lome,  it  Ihou.d  be  made  a  little 
hell  to  thee. 

U/>  2.  Take  heed  of  deSlin:;  fecretly  the  church 
of  Gvxi :  For  what  do  you  do  thereby,  but  pollute 
the  kingJoni  of  heaven  ii!c!f  ?  And  the  better  any 
thing  is,  the  gieater  is  the  defilement  cift  upon  it.  It 
is  faid,  I  Pel.  i.  4.  that  the  kin-j::^otn  of  heaven  above 
is  an  inveriiancc  unJiJit^d  * ;  never  yet  the  fubjedt 
place  where  any  fm  was  committed :  and  this  is  one 
part  of  the  glory  of  it.  Take  you  heed  of  coming  in- 
to church-fellowfhip  with  defiled  hearts,  and  fo  de- 
filing God*s  holy  .things;  for  do  you  know  where 
you  are  ?  I  know  it  is  not  in  that  heaven  where  you 
cannot  fin,  but  yet  it  is  in  fuch  a  heaven  where  yoa 
fliould  not  fin,  much  lels  defile  the  church  of  God* 
It  was  one  of  God's  heavy  indiftments  againft  the 
church  of  the  Jews,  that  when  the  Lord  bad  brought 
them  out  of  a  land  of  pits,  into  a  plentiful  country, 

yet 

»     Some  think  from  thcnc-,  tbat  thf  I?.;>fccl  ir\t*e\s  did  not  fall  in  the  third 
•  bcavcD^  but  in  iomc  place  in  the  earth ;  Tx  that  is  an  iuiieriuace  aodefiled^ 
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yet  thejr  defiled  his  land^  neither  priefts  nor  people, 
faid,  "  Where  is  the  Lord  ?"  Jer.  ii.  6.  8.  It  will  be 
much  more  heavy  another  day  with  you,  that  walk* 
ing  in  the  fellowfhip  of  God's.people,  ihali  be  found 
gaiky  of  deiiling  the  kingdom  of  heaven  itfelf,  which 
you  (hould  be  careful  to  keep  as  an  undefiled  inheri- 
tance ;  which  defilements,  whether  fpiritual  or  fenfual, 
as  they  (lain  the  very  glory  of  heaven  itfelf,  fo  they 
keep  you  from  feeling  the  truth  of  this  dodrine,  even 
of  this  heaven  upon  earth  in  your  own  experience. 

Ufs  3-  Let  all  members  of  churches  hence  learn  ta 
have  their  converfation  in  heaven,  and  walk  as  men 
come  down  from  heaven,  and  returning  thither  again, 
and  that  asjt  were  already  In  heaven.  Paul  did  tbus^ 
and  wept  to  fee  fo  many  that  did  not  thus,  but  did 
m'md  earthly  things^  Phil.  iii.  ig(,  20.  Do  not  only 
forfake,  but  even  **  forget  your  country,  and  youf 
"  father*s  houfe,  fo  ftiall  the  King  of  glory  defire  your 
"  beauty,"  Pfalm  xlv.  10,  11.  Let  the  reproach  of 
earthly-mtndednefs  cad  upon  the  face  of  ChriftianSt 
be  wiped  off  by  your  carriage,  being' heavenly,  holy> 
bofened  from  things  below..  Art  thou  in  heiven 
with  an  earthly  heart  ?  Is  not  heaven  good  enough 
for  thee  ?  Cannot  that  content  thee  which  many  have 
defired  to  fee,  and  could  not  fee,  even  the  Lord  Jefus, 
the  King  of  glory  in  his  beauty,  in  the  affemblies  of 
his  faints  ? 

Ufi  4.  Take  heed  of  pulling  down  this  kingdom. 
Loyal  fubjeCls  will  rather  lofe  their  lives,  than  their 
prince  ihall  lofe  his  kingdom.  Fear  not  enemies  with- 
out, but  yourfelves  at  home.  The  enemies  of  the 
churcl^  did  never  yet  hurt  the  church,  but  the. 
church's  fins,  Zech.  vii.  4. .  O!  confider  what  mercy 
the  Lord  hath  betrufted  us  withal,  that  unlefs  the 
Lord  ihould  carry  us  to  heaven  itfelf,  immediately  oij. 
the  wtAgs  of  angels,  he  can  Ihew  us  no  greater  out- 
ward bvour,  in  this  world,  than  to  bring  us  into  this 
his  kingdom  of  heaven  on  earth.  I  profefs,  one- day's 
B2  fcUow. 


iCr  ci:  r.iT,  ?.k^azlz  :iF  riE 

>:]n'v'lurv  heri  wkii  a  number  of  broken -h«artoc£ 
c*\r -^i^iT}' ^  eirlier  maamin'^  io\r&herr  or  rejoicing  in 
:Uc:r  C'>t  anil  Kin'T  togeiher,  it  ont-btds  the  xraay 
y*r*r-/  C^lor^r  .-u  ihe  'vhcle  world,  (liowibever  it  is  hid- 
'l'*^  -Voni  :;ie  \vor!a'.-     And  will  yoa  betray  this  kuig- 

SECT.    V. 

O^cfr.  W  ffAT  are  ikofa  toinrs  that  may  pnC  danatg 

Jn;\  I-  Ijpnrir.r^  of  thofc  Ens  which  niay  hurt 
tkM  r  iin  ir.  T  \ert  are  common  infirmities  which  all 
the  ^fi^.^T;*!  have  in  comrrion,  tor  the  Lord  pities  hisj 
h>iZ  i'.;cre  ari  fo.me  thac  are  proper  and  peribnal  to 
fo-ne  -vii-TiC.Jar  perlonsr  P.alm  xviii.  23.  for  which  the 
fAT'i  It  r/'tn  an;rr7  wi-.h  hi.i  o-vn  ;  fo  there  arc  fbaie 
ilriT  v-ZoM  a^5  c/-,rr.moa  chtirch-isifirm-Jies,  f'jr  which 
ri'v^.  ljr,\'i  ^  il  ncr  call  off  nis  people,  but  there  arc 
fr.f''^r^^i>^*.^.■;^  .A  fcve.'^l  churches,  proper  charch>fins. 
>  rv  *Me  r/z  r.^rt  ;3,  it  chete  benoticea,  and  lament- 
*^lar.«t  r';rrjov;(^.,  'f  :he  Lord  be  an^ry  for  the fe  (as 
x>*r  .7  ';»e  w  !)  a*:  I  yet  tftey  do  not  fo  much  as  knov 
a/.  '.'•»  'V*  Ic  ir.irt  it  13  Cnat  hurts  tliem,  thcfe  fins  will 
c»^!s^r  Cw-j  ror/5,  and  biaft  the  raoli  Bouriihing 
^;.  •,.".1^,1^  t..r.c:!A3,  Rev.  i.  4.  had  her  fin  ;  Sardis, 
K^^./.  \\.  i.  had  her  fin.  Laodicea  had  her  fins,  Rev^ 
il  .  lO'  N  >'^  wfiat  if  they  never  knew  thefc,  nor  rc- 
j/«jrf  of  t?,efe,  yoa  know  then  Ephefus's  candlefiick 
n  Si  ^«  rtTnov<:d,  and  Laodicea  mult  be  fpued  out  of 
Cr;ri:>'s  moi-h*  O!  this  hath  been  the  bane  of 
C^»ir:Ji>*.!i,  while  they  enjoyed  their  liberties  they 
coiM  not,  (n»y  in  truth)  would  not  know  their  all, 
in  the  day  oi  Chrift's  vifitation  of  them,  and  hence 
tame  their  ruin,  the  caufc  of  which  they  faw  not  >  on- 
ly it  may  be  the  remnant  that  efdaped,  to  whom  the 
Lord  fhcwed  mcrcvr  could, read  their  fins  in  their 
plagues*    Ic  19  a -lamentable  fpe£kacle*  to  behold  the 

'   -  ruins 
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miiM*of  Oeraany,  and  that'  after  fuch  great  flaugh- 
ter  and  tffufion  of  blood,  they  cannot  tell  the  thing 
that  hath  hurt,  and  doth  iUli  vvaiie  them. 

2.  SelfTeeking,  a  fpirit  of  feU'«  Louk  as  it  is  in  a 
kingdom,  if  there  be  a  common  enemy,  and  the  bo- 
dy of  the  army  which  Ihould  encounter  with  them, 
be  every  man  taken  up,  and  taking  thought  how  he 
may  prcferve  his  own  tent,  and  do  not  join  their 
forces  together  for  commoq  fafcty,  it  mull  periflf, 
and  the  kingdom  will  be  eafiiy  conquered  :  Or,  as  ic 
h  with  the  body,  if  every  member  feeks  to  prcferre 
ilfclf  alone,  and  not  that  which  preferves  them  all, 
(viz.  the  head)  the  body  will  dropdown'  and  die  fhort- 
ly.  Ghrift  Jefus  is  at  the  liead  of  this  body  (hia 
church.)  Nov^  it  is  certain,  if  ye  feek  to  prcferve 
your  own  name  more  than  Chrift's,  to  give  more 
content  to  your  own  lufts,  then  to  the  will  and  heart 
of  Chrift,  if  niot^  careful  of  fetching  feathers  tb 
yoor  own  nefts,  and  to  fiiift  for  yourfelvesj  and  not 
to  attend  (every  man  in  hie  place)  the  public  good  of 
the  church,  and  Ghrift  in  it; 'it  is  certain  God  will 
forfake  you,  and  all  will  to  ruin  quickly,  2  Ghron* 
XV.  1,  2. 

Church-members  of  public  fpirits,  are  ever  prof- 
perous  men :  Tbey  Jhall  profper  that  love  ibecy 
Ptalitt  cxxii.  6.  Tnat  lay  in  their  hearts,  out  of  feufe 
of  Ghrift^s  love.  Lord,  what  fh-all  I  do  for  thee  ?  How- 
may  I  be  ufeful  to  thy  people  ?  But  if  back  and  belly, 
mine  and  thine,  be  chief  in  requeft,  this  will  ruin 
you. 

3.  League  and  amity  with- the  enemies  of  Ghrift's 
kingdom,  or  peace  with  our  lufts ;  it  is  not  fin,  but 
a  privy  peace  with  fin,  and  a  fecret  quietnefs  in  fin, 
which  overthrows  Ghrift's  kingdom  :  The  Ganaanitds 
that  were  left  alive,  becaufe,  ic  is  faid,  they  could  not 
drive  thera  out,  how  often  did  they  vex,  and  prick, 
and  yoke  the  Ifrael  of  God  ?  Thofe  fins  which  you 
£iy,  you  cannot  part  with,  and  hence-  yield  te  them, 
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and  mourn  not  under  them,  thofe  will  ruin  churches: 
Some  fins  you  ha^ve  forfaken,  and  could  forfake,  the 
danger  lies  not  here»  wrath  goeth  out  againft  Jeho- 
faphat,  becaufe  he  loved  him  who  hated  the  Lord, 
2  Chron,  xix.  2. 

4.  When  the  church  lays  by  her  weapons.  No 
kingdom  can  be  fafe  in  an  ordinary  way,  where  all 
their  weapons  are  taken  from  them,  or  not  ufed  by 
them,  when  their  enemies  are  upon  their  borders : 
When  the  church  hang  by,  and.  lay  afide  faith  (the 
iiiield  whereby  we  defend  ourfelves)  and  prayer  ^ 
(whereby  we  offend  our  enemies)  what  fafety  is  to^ 
cxpedled  now  in  churches :  Only  be  prongs  faith  the 
Lord  to  Joihua,  when'  he  went  out  upon  that  great 
fervice  of  the  Lord,  Jofh.  i.  vj.  Eph.  vi.  13.  There 
18  no  more  fearful  fign  of  ruin  10  a  church,  than  where 
the  fpirit  of  prayer  begins  to  fail ;  and,  verily,  if  any 
people  under  heaven  are  ready  to  mifcarry  herein,  we 
(that  have  our  fill  of  peftce,  and  our  yokes  broken  off 
from  our  (houlders)  are  in  moft  danger  ;  but  if  it'be 
fo,  look  for  fuch  fiiakings  of  all  hearts,  and  churches 
alfo,  as  Ihall  make  you  find  your  tongues,  and  knees, 
and  ears,  and  hearts  again,  if  the  Lord  means  to  dwell 
with  you. 

5.  Not  bringing  forth  the  fruits  of  the  kingdom. 
Mat,  xxi.  43*  Cut  that  church  down  that  cumbers 
the  ground,  after  many  years'  pruning  and  wetting. 
That  kingdom  where  there  is  church-trading,  but  no 
confidcrable  gain  coming  in,  will  confume  quickly, 
and  die  of  itfelf.  Fruit  is  the  lad  end  of  the  tree  : 
All  duties  you  do,  wherein  you  attain  not,  or,  at 
lead,  aim  not  at  your  lad  and  utmod  end,  that  is  not 
fruit;  fruit  refreiheth  others  that  taile  it;  when  a 
Chriftian  walketh  fo  as  another  is  not  the  better,  (not 
much  refrefhed)  by  him,  but  it  may  be  hardened 
rather,  by  a  faplefs  example,  here  is  no  fruit,  and  this 
calls  for  the  axe  to  cut  down  the  tree. 

6.  Divifions,    T^his  puUs  down  kindoms  without 

help 
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help  of  foreign  enemies.  If  a  kingdom  thruds  fwords 
ioto  each  oiher's''bellies/  this  willfoon  diipatch  thcni, 
Tt  is  the  Jefuits  plot  to  fubdue  by  private  divilions^ 
whom  ihey  cannot  conquer  by  force  of  arms  :  It  was 
moft  picaiing  to  Satan  to  prevail  with  Chrift  to  caft 
himfelf  down  headlong  from  the  pinacle;  rather  than 
to  fling  him  down  himfelf^  It  is  the  delight  of  hell 
to  fet  and  fee  churches  at  variance  among  themfelves; 
this  is  the  firll  thing  he  attempts  in  the  beft  churches, 
afld  it  is  commonly  profperous,  if  the  Lord  leaves 
Cbe  watchmen  to  flumber,  and  not  to  be  watchful, 
and  fearful,  and  fuddenly  fenfible  of  the  lead  beginnlrt- 
fiings  herein.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  fee  what 
a  fmall  occafion  of  offence,  will  do ;  a  word,  a  geflure, 
a  garment,  a  matter  of  indiffcrency;  it  is  ftrange  to 
fee,  how  much  fmall  matters  will  gore,  if  Satan's 
head  be  in  them,  and  his  horns  be  fet  upon  them, 
efpecially  in  churches  where  men  are  kt  at  liberty, 
and  enjoy  it ;  one  mud  have  liberty  to  fpeak  one  thing, 
and  another,  another  thing;  I  am  of  this  mind,  -faith 
one ;  I  am  not  of  that  mind  (brother)  faith  another  : 
It  is  wonderful  to  fee  what  afire,  a;  fccret  fraother, 
and  fjnoak  of  fufpicion  will  do.  But  O  take  heed 
here,  GaL  v.  15.  Love  the  truth,  receive  no  opinion 
differing  from  the  moft  approved  in  the  church  fud- 
denly, but  weep,*  and  pray,  and  a&  counfel,  ami  trem- 
ble xo  entertain  a  thought  of  contention  :  the  firic  fin 
which  brake  out  in  the  firft  Chriftian  church,  was 
murmurings.  Ads  vi.  i.  What  follows?  Stephen, 
an  earthly  angcj,  full  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fuffers,  ami 
is  taken  from  them.  Ads  vii.  and  after  this  the 
whole  church  is  fcattered.  Ads  viii.  O  keep  the 
peace  of  the  church,  and  rend  it  not  for  fmall  mat- 
ters, love  one-another  fincerely,  and  you  cannot  but 
live  together  quietly. 

B  4  CHAP. 
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CHAP,   HL    SECT.   L 

Cifncern.'ng  tbe  coming  of  Cirifi^  and  %be  fccurhy 
of  prof  effort. 

X  HUS  much  of  the  place  ;  now  kt  us  confider  of 
the  time  when  this  preparation  is  made,  fet  dovro 
in  that  word  Tben^  which  word  haih  reference  to  the 
37 uS  vcr.  of  the  xxivth  chap.  viz.  to  tbe  days  of  the 
coming  of  the  Son  of  man. 
•Qnell.  Now  suben  are  tbcfe  days? 
Anf,  We  ihail  read  both  in  prophetical  and  apoflo- 
lical  writings,  that  ail  the  time  from  the  afcenfion  lo 
the  fecond  coming  of  Chrift^  is  called  the  laft  days, 
A£l^  ii.  i6,  17,  Hence  the  primitive  chtirchcs  did 
(long  fmcc)  and  all  the  churches  at  this  day  ought, 
tp  live  in  a  daily  expectation  of  his  coTDing  again^  as 
thefe  virgins  here  did.  And  hence  fonie  th'mk,  tbai 
all  tliis  time  may  be  the  days  of  the  coming  of  Cbrift, 
vrhcrein  all  the  churches  either  do,  or  fbould  look 
out  for  the  coming  of  Chrift.  Now  although  I  c.i^ 
^  not  exclude  thefe  days  (  n  a  large  fenfe)  from  celac 
the  4dy3  of  Chrift's  coming,  as  being  the  Uitdi^- 
and  it  being  the  duty  of  all,  to  wait  for  this  c^-^-'ig 
of  Chrift,  as  well  as  thofe  who  lived'  long  hrfrirr  ^ 
X  Thef*  i.  'io.  i  Cor.  i.  7.  yet  I  believe  here  is  m^'jss. 
more  particularly  the  Luter  part  of  thofe  1^  ^'^^; 
for  our  Saviour  having  foretold  *of  many  th*:c3i  ^n:^^ 
fliall  fall  out  before  his  fecond  coming,  yet  i'f  ti^^'n* 
to  fingle  out  fome  particular  time  in  thefe  vxk  iuvs:; 
to  which  he  doth  annex  this  (tbtn}^  and  t:.ir  ur  jw- 
dent  to  all  that  view  well  the  text,  that  t^^r  arr  iiif 
days  of  his  coming ;  for  though  all  the  in-^  a  3^e 
gofpel  may  be  called  the  days  of  the  Son  ca  raan^  ^nii 
fome  days  efpecially  wherein  there  is  i^nu  i:nu  iL 
coming  of  the  Son  of  man,  as  when  he  ccimiJ  u  r^rir 
prayers,  Luke  xviii.  8.    yet  to  fpeak  p:psv\-  n^^' 
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»re  not  the  days  of  the  coming  of  the  ^<m  of  nian. 
And  look,  as  the  days  ot  Noah  >;ere  not.  all  the  days 
from  the  creation  to  the  deluge,  but  thofe  particular 
years  before  the  flood,  fo  it  is  herc»  fome  fpectal  times 
be£6re  his  eorning^  are  the  days  of  his  coming. 

S  E  C  T.     11. 

S^eft,  jljUT  *oibat  is  tbh  coming'' of  CbrJfs  7 
AnJ.  Tliere  is  a  double  coming  of  Chriil. 

1.  His  comipg  to  call  the  Jews,  and  to  gather  in 
the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  with  them,  which  is  called^ 
the  brigbtnefs  pf  his  comings  2  Thef.  ii.  8.  when  there 
fnall  be  fuch  a  brightnefs  of  the  truth,  ihining  forth 
in  the  world,  armed  with  fuch  infirunienis  as  ihall 
iKtorly  deftroy  Aniichrill,  long  before  his  fecond  com-  - 
lag*  Rev.  six.  29,  20. 

2.  His  coming  to  judgment,  Heb.  ix.  28.  i  (Jor. 
XV.  13, 14.  When  there  ifeall  be  an  univerfal  refur- 
rcftion  of  good  and  bad,  i  Thef*  iv.  15,  16,  17. 
Now  although  it  be  true,  that  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
ing of  Chriil,  to  call  the  Jews,  the  churches, ,  like 
chafte  virgins,  Ihall,  wait  and  make  themfelves  ready 
for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb,  Rev.  %u  7.  Yet  the 
fecond  coming  of  Ghrift  Teems  to  be  the  time  which 
is  here  dircdly  pointed  at.  Th^n  fliall  thofe  churchet 
be  virgin-churches,  waiting  for  Chrift's  Goming* 
both  to  their  particular  judgfBent«  but  efpecially  to 
the  general  judgment,  when  he  fliall  appear  as  a  glo« 

•  rious  Bridegroom  to  the  confblatioii  and  falvation  of 
•thofe  who  in  truth  have  waited  for  him  the  fecond 
time :  ¥br  this  coming  of  Chriil,  fpokea  of  in  thefe 
two  chapters^'  is  tbat  coming  which  is  in  pon»er  and 
great  glory ^  (not  in  the  churches  fpjritually  but) 
in  the  chuds  of  hitmen^  chap.  xxiv.  38.  Where- 
in he  iball  fepa«ite  the  fheep  from  the  goats,  the 
one  to  lie  ^ among  devils,  the  other  to  poiTefs*  (not 
an  earthly  kingdom  here  for  a  thoufand  years,  a$. 
-  *  '  fomo 
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fome  from  miilaking  the  meaning  of  the  zoth  chapter 
of  the  Revelation  imagine)  but  to  inherit  *'  the  king- 
**  dom  prepared  for  them  from  the  foundation  of  the 
"  world,"  M^t-  XXV.  34.  which  cannot  be  any  better, 
nor  any  other,  than  the  third  heaven,  where  the  face 
of  God  is  feen,  and  where  he  hath  had  an  innumerable 
hoil  of  glorious  angels,  his  fubje£ks  to  ferve  him,  not 
only  iince  the  iiril  time  of  man's  creation,  but  the 
fir(r foundation  of  the  world.  Gen.  i.  i.  Which  alio 
Cbrift  htmfelf  is  gone  to  prepare  for  us,  John  xiv.  2,3. 
And  which  Abraham's  faith  only  expe(9:ed,  even 
%f  city  which  was  not  earthly,  but  heavenly,  **  which 
*^  hath  foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God/* 
Heb.  xi.  10,  II.  So  that  although  this  parable  looks 
moll  diredly  unto  thofe  times  which  are  yet  to  come, 
yet  as  all  examples  regiftered  in  holy  fcripture  for  time 
pad,  are  applicable  and  ufeful  for  us,  fo  thefe  that  are 
yet  to  come,  are  alike  iuftruAive  to  us,  efpecially  in 
thefe  times  and  places,  wherein  the  Lord  (according 
to  his  manner  of  working  great  things  ufually)  give& 
among  us  fome  fmall,  yet  lively  refemblance  of  thofe^ 
days. 

SECT.    III. 

DoH.  L  HAT  in  thofe  days  of  Chrift's  coming, 
wherein  the  churches  of  Ghrift,  ^nd  profeffors  of 
the  gofpel  Ihall  grow  virgin-churches,  all  vifible 
faints^  when  all  members  feem  to  be'  efpoufed  to 
Chrift,  yet  there ^will  be  found  defperate  folly  in  fome, 
and  in  time  great  fecurity  will  fall  upon  all. 

Sonje  there  are  who  think  the  days  we  live  in  now, 
are  not  only  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man,  but  part 
of  the  days  of  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man,  wherein 
the  churches  /efpecially  in  thefe  places)  grow  to  be  , 
virgin  profeffors  :  Our  judgments  hold  it,  our  prafticc 
main^ins  it,  all  church-members  are  and  muil  b« 
vifibk  faints,  vifible  believers,  virgins  efpoufed  to 
Chrift,  cfcaping  the  pollutions  of  idolatry  and  the 
.-     /  world:" 
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vrorlA :  Take  heed  the  Lord  find  not  many  of  you 
foolifli ;  take  heed  that  you  are  not  fo,  that  in  time 
you  grow  not  fecure ;  you  have  the  pillow  of  peace 
to  lie  on,  and  the  cares  of  the  world  to  make  you 
dream  away  your  time,  and  you  have  no  pinching 
perfecutions  to  awaken  you ;  and  i^  nQ  tt^reftlings 
within,  look  for  fccurity  there.  Folly  fKtll  be  the  . 
death  and  bane  of  fome,  hence  boaft  ndu '^ecurity^  ) 
a  fleeping  ficknefs,  will  be  tire  difeafc  of  others,  if  the 
Ijord  prevent  not :  But  I  intend  not  to  anchor  here, 
only  to  fet  up  marks  at  thefe  flats,  that  you  ma/ 
avoid  them  and  come  not  near  them. 


CHAP.  IV.      SECT.  I. 

Sbev>€tb  that  the  foul  that  will  evjoy  communion  vitb 
Cbrifty  mujt  be  divorced  from  all  otbcir  lords  ^  parti^ 
cularly  frt)m  lufts^  and  from  ibe  lav».  The  manner  of 
its  efpoufals  unto  Cbtift. 

'^'O  W,  therefore,  to  come  to  the  third  thing ;  the 
pcrfons  that  make  this  preparation  are  fet  forth, 
I.  In  what  they  all  agree  in,  and  that  is,  firil,  in 
that  they  are  all  virgins  :  What  are  thefe  ?  Anf  To 
omit  the  popilh  interpretation  of  their  nuns,  and 
2nock-.virgins, 

I  fhall  rather  make  ufe  of  fcripture  to  give  light  to 
interpret  this  place:  for -opening  of  it,  know,  the 
whole  church  may  be  called  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  and 
take  every  member  .alone,  a  virgin  attending  on  thif 
fpoufe,  Pfalm  ixlv.  nay  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  xi.  a.  calls 
the  whole  church  a  virgin ;  fo  that  by  virgins  'are 
meant  whole  particular  churches  of  Chrift,  together 
with  the  fcveral  members  thereof.  Now  virgins  are 
fuch  as  are  fit  for  marriage,  and  not  defiled  with  any 
man,  as  it  is  faid  of  Rebecca ;  fo  by  virgins  is  meant 
tboi)^.  that  are  not  polluted  within  or  without  with  the 

evils 
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evils  of  the  world,  Rev.  xiv.  4.  but  more  is  to  be 
underftood  here,  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  when  once  marriage 
is  come,  they  ceafe  to  be  virgins,  and  are  wives  ;  yet 
when  efpoufed  to  Chrift,  now  they  are  fpiritually  vir-' 
gins ;  hence  thefe  here  are  only  like  to  virgins  :  fo 
that  the  meaning  of  virgins  is  this,  by  virgins  is 
meant  fuch  churches,  or  members  ci  churches,  as 
are  divorced^  from  all  other  lovers,  and  matched  only 
to  Jefus  Chrift :  thefe  only  look  for  the  coming  of 
Chrift,  and  communion  with  him»  thefe  only  ate 
received  into  communion. 

SECT.     IL 

Oif.  I.  W  HO-evcr  look  for  everlafting  communion   ] 
with  the  bridegroom  of  the  church  Jefus  Chrift,  muft 
be  virgins  divorced  from  all  others,  and  efpoufed  onfy- 
to  Jefus  Chrift. 

Here  were  indeed  foolifti  ones  among  thefe,  yet  as  1 
fooliih  and  blind  as  they  were,  they  faw  that  this  was 
the  way,  to  be  like  the  wife,  to  be  virgins  as  well  as 
^they,  Pfalm  xlv.  10, 11.  Jer.  iii.  19,  20.  "  As  a  wife 
"  departs,  fo  ye*-*^Bot  how  fhall  I  put  thee  among  the 
**  children,  8tc.  You  Ihall  call  me,  My  Father,"  that  is. 
One  inftead  of  all  other  things,  **  and  ftiall  not  turn 
**  afide  from  rae>*'Hor.ii.  23.  there  is  there  com'munioo; 
hence  the  Lord  will,  i.  Take  away  the  names  of 
Salssim:     2  b  Betrothe  them  to  himfelf. 


Wi 


SECT.    in. 


Qucft.  W  HAT  is  it  to  be  divorced  from  all  otb&r 
lovers  f 

Anf.  Idolatry  is  c Ailed  whoredom  in  fcripture,  and 
this  is  one  thing  the  foul  muft  be  divorced  from  be- 
fore it  can  be  matched  to  the  Lord,  Hof.  ii.  2.  I  fliall 
ttot  rteed  to  prefs  this  here ;  but  there  are  two  other 
thitigs  which  I  Ihall  Ihew,  for  there  are  two  thin^ 
-     - .  '  that 
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Aal  erery  man  doth  before  he  is  efpou&d  to  the  Lord 
Jefus ;  either  firft  he  departs  and  goes  a^whoring,  by 
wlawfally  lulling  after  the  creature,  Ffalm  Ixxiii.  ay- 
James  iv.  4.  Or,  fecond,  be  is  lawfully  married  M 
be  thinks  unto  the  law,  Rom:  vii.  3^  4.  the  law  it 
there  compered  to  a  hufband,  from  which  Chrift  in- 
'  deed  delivers  his,  yet  foroe  will  flick  to  it :  cither  th« 
^'  &al  takes  content  in  fome  creature  more  than  in 
Chrifi,  or  in  fome  rtghteoufnefs  more  than  in  the 
■  Lord  Jefus  :  NoW,  to  be  divorced  from  all  other ' 
things,  is  for  the  heart  to  be  taken  off  from  all  world- 
ly contentments ;  and  from  comforting  itfelf  in  the 
bofom  of  Its  own  work  and  righteoufnefs,  and  thta 
nod 'be  found  in  all  them  that  look  for  communion 
with  the  Lord  Jefus. 

SECT.    IV. 

i  HE  heart  mud  be  divorced  from  lufts  after,  and 
pleafures  in  any  creature  -,  for  proof,  we  mull  know 
this: 

1.  The  foul  of  every  man  muft  have  fomething  to 
qaiet  and  comfort  it,  like  the  ftomach ;  it  is^  death  and 
hdl  to  want  it  (as  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildemefs) 
heace  it  mud  have  it. 

2.  There  is  nothing  that  can  comfort  the  thirfty 
heart,  but  it  is  either  in  the  fpring,  or  cidefn,  fountain. 
Of  bottles;  either  in  God,  or  in  this  creature. 

3.  Hence  man  having  loft  God,  and  all  good  there, 
fecks  for  it  in  the  creature,  and  b^caufe  he  finds  not 
•aough  in  one,  digs  for  it  in  another,  Pfelm  iv. 
•*  Who  will  Ihew  us  any  good?"  And  hence  the  foul^ 
becaufe  it  never  found  that  infinite  fweetnefs  in  God 
himfelf,  lufts  after,  and  delights  in  the  creature  for 
itfelf;  loves  pleafure  for  pleafure ;  delights  in  the  ' 
creature  for  the  creature,  not  for  God :  why  (hould  he, 
feeing  he  never  found  content  there  ?  And  here  the 
&>b1  of  man  deaveis  ni^ht  and  day,  committing  fpi« 

ritual 
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ritual  whoredom  before  the  face  of  God ;  now  if  ever 
any  foul  has  communion  with  Chrifl,  it  muft  be  di« 
vorced  from  all  creatures  thus,  for  luft  is  a  deiire 
after^  and  content  in  the  creature  for  the  creature's 
fake. 

Reaf.  I.  Becaufe  while  the  heart  is  in  league  with 
any  creature  befides  the  Lord,  it  is  at  deadly  enmity 
with  the  Lord,  James  i\r.  4.  If  a  man  hath  a  rich 
commodity,  and  one  comes  and  offers  half  the  worth 
of  tt,  he  t^es  it  as  a  contempt ;  if  it  be  not  worth 
this,  it  is  worth  nothings  fo  the  Lo/d  is  worthy  of 
all  our  love,  our  lives,  our  fouls^  though  we  bad  a 
thoufand  of  them;  and  will  a  man  not  part  with  lus 
lulls  for.  him  ?  I  «tell  you,  the  Lord  takes  himfelf 
flighted,  contemned,  and  loathed;  if  not  worth  all 
a  man's  love,  he  is  worth  nothing :  now  the  creature 
is  made  a  God,  becaufe  made  a  man's  laft  end,  which 
is  as  proper  to  God,  as  to  make  him  the  Alpha  of  all. 
Here  the  gfeateft  wrath  is  to  give  a  man  his  fill 
of  the  creature. 

Reaf.  a.  Becaufe  fo  long  the  foul  cannot  fee»  noc 
come  by  the  eye  and  feet  of  faith  to  the  Lord  Jefus, 
John  V.  44.  and  think  Chrift  better  than  all ;  as  birds 
in  a  (Iring  may  fl)r  high,  but  when  they  come  to  the 
end  of  the  line,  fall  down  th^re ;  and  fo  though  the 
foul  flies  to  Chrift,  yet  when  indeed  it  comes  to  the 
end  of  parting  with  all,  it  falls  down,  and  falls  off 
firom  Chrift.  Whole  men  have  no  heart  nor  defire 
after  phyfteians;  when  all  limbs  are  whole  and  ftrofig* 
no  defire  after  plaiflfrs  :  fo  while  any  thing  eafes  apd 
contents  the  heart,  there  is  no  dcfn^  after  Chrift. 
HoC  tv:  II.  **  Whoredom  and  wine  have  taken* away 
*•  the  heart."  •  ..         * 

Reaf.  3.  Becaufe  fo  long  the  heart,  if  it  do  come, 
cannot  ftay  with  Chrift,  to  do  any  thing  for  Chrift, 
Mat.  vi.  a4-  "  You  cannot  fcrve  God  and  riches,'^ 
that  is,  two  xnafters,  who  have  conftant  employment, 
and  Chrift  hath  fct  us  fuch  employment.   .Hence  men 

on 
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OD  fick-beds  are  tame  as  may  be,  promifc  any  thing, 
becaufe  their  joy  in  the  creature  is  gone  :  Hence  oii 
the  other  fide,  many  men,  after  many  fpringings 
of  heart,  are  choaked  by  thon^  of  the  world. 

Reaf.  4.  From  the  abundant  love  that  the  Lord 
Jefas  ihews  to  them  that  ever  have,  or  look  for  com- 
munion with  him.  *Thofe  to  whom  we  fhew  mucU 
love,  from  thofe  we  expedl  much  again.  As  a  man, 
if  taken  or  cad  out  to  be  fervant,  one  looks  not  for 
love  from  hhn ;  but,  when  a  man  hath  given  himfelf^ 
and  made  over  all  his  eftate  to  another,  now  all  love 
is  too  little.  So  it  is  with  the  Lord  Jefus,  John  vi« 
Will  you  alfo  depart  f 

SECT.     V. 

2.  A  HE  foul  muft  be  divorced  from  tlie  law, 
that  is,  from  comforting  itfelf  with  thfe  righteoufnefs 
thereof.  For  explication  of  which,  we  mud  confider 
tbefe  things. 

1.  That  the  Lord  doth  not  ever  give  a  man  con- 
tent in  his  fins  and  lulls,  but  wounds  confcience  for 
the  fame. 

2.  That  fo  long  as  ,the  Lord  wounds  a  man's  con- 
fcience for  fin,  no  creature  can  give  a  man  comfort 
or  content:  "A  wounded  fpirit  who  can  bear?'* 
]odas  calls'  away  his  filver  pieces ;  and  Beliliazzar 
quakes,  who  was  'but  even  now  quaffing  in  his  cups; 
As  a  man  that  hath  an  aching  tooth,  or  broken  bones, 
what  can  comfort  him  now  ? 

4.  Hereupon  the  law  falls  upon  a  man,  or  a  man 
meets  with  the  lavf ;  for  as  all  a  man's  forrow  is  upon 
him,  becaufe  the  law  is  broken,  all  a  man^s  care  i^ 
how  he  may  keep  it  again.  What  fliall  I  dio  I  As 
a  man  call  in  prifon  for  debt,  there  all  is  opened ;  and 
*e  law,  like  an,  eamell  fiiitor,  i.  Preffeth  hard  fpr 
love  a^nd  obedienoe.     2.  Proroifeth  a  rich  portion,  eter- 

nal 
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vmI  life,  if  he  can  keep  it ;  if  not,  you  muft  bedaihiied; 
therefore  now  forfake  your  fins,  &c. 

4.  Hence  the  foul,  not  knowing  a  better  haft>and, 
confents  and  refolvea  to  cleave  to  it,  Rora.  x.  3. 
Deut.  V.  "  Whatever  the  Lord  will  have  us  do^  we 
•*  will  do  it ;"  and  here  it  ftays,  and  is  comforted, 
kcre  it  reils ;  as  in  Afa  his  time  all  rejoiced  for  thj 
oath,  2  Ghron.  xv*  Ifa,  Iviii,  i,  2.  and  if  it  find  not 
perfeft  comfort  becaufe  of  iraperfcft  work,  it  thfca 
clofcth  with  Ghriil  for  to  make  up  and  |)iece  up  all,- 
Gal.  V.  I.  And  now,  I  fay,  it  is  comforted  in  what 
it  hath,  and  doth,  and  here  it  reds ;  now  from  b«nce 
it  muft  be  div^orced :  What  need  I  prove  it,  when 
the  apoftle  hath  fo  fully,  Galau  per  totum^  and  confw 
fider  the  young  man.  Mat.  xix.  Divorced,  I  fay, 
the  foul  mull  be  from  this. 

I.  Becaufe  he  that  doth  thus,  fets  up  another 
Chrift,  and  makes  himfelf  his  own  faviour ;  can  the 
Lord  Jefus  take  fuch  a  foul  into  communion  with 
him  ?  Suppofe  a  prince  be  puHed  by  his  people  from 
hi?  throne,  and  they  fet  up  another  pious  prince  to 
rule,  will  this  ferve  the  turn,  to  fay,  he  is  -an  honed 
prince  ?  So  though  duties  be  never  fo  good,  yet  not 
to  advance  Chrift,  is  to  pull. down  Chrift. 

2-  Becaufe  fuch  perfons  do  commonly  moft  op- 
pofe  the  Lord  Jefus  in  a  way  of  believing,  though 
not  in  a  way  of  doing  ;  the  Lord  hath  more  ado,  if 
any  of  thefe  be  brought  home,  to  bring  them  ih,  they 
have  fomcwhat  to  fay  for  themfclves,  they  have  ftrong- 
er  forts,  &c.  The  Scribes  and  Pharifces  rejeCled  th« 
counfel  of  God  againft  themfelves,  and  hence  no  peo- 
ple left  to  fuch  deep  defertions  as  thefe,  if  the  Lord 
intend  mercy  to  them,  for  they  have  more  need  than 
others. 

3.  Becaufe  hereby  a  man  doth  but  make  a  confpi- 
jracy  againft  God's  greateft  plot  that  ever  he  had  6-foot, 
viz.  to  advance  his  free-grac6.  Gal.  V.  4.  you  ire  fal- 
len fr^m  grace,  for  nothing  makes  a  man  more  fit  to 

boaft 
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bo^H:  than  works,  and  reding  in  them ;  fm  makes  a 
m»n  afli^med,  ^nd  therefore  if  tbey  come  to  heaven, 
they  have  laid  9  foundation  to  thank  themfelves  for 
fomcwhat ;  '  henc§  no  communion  with  Jefus  Chrift 
in  this  frame;  no,  the  Lord  will  tear  down  this  foun- 
dation, and  mstke  the  foul  cry  guilty,  and  make  this 
halband,"  the  law^,  to  be  judge,  to  examine,  and  con- 
demn, apd  now  come  to  afk,  What  have  you  to  plead 
for  your  life  and  peace  ?  It  hath  no  plea  to  fhew  but 
mercy,  &:c.  it  hath  its  duties  evidencing  againft  it. 

SECT.     VI. 

HE   foul  now  comes  to  be  efpoufed  to  the 
Lord  Jefiis. 
'  Queft.  Ho^f 

Anf^  jL.  The  foul  beholding  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  makes  choice  of  him,  as  in  all  marriage- bonds 
there  i§  a  choice  made,  and  if  love  be  great,  there  is 
IJttle  ft^nding  on  terms:  let  me  have  him  though  I 
beg  with  him  ;  fo  the  foul  fees  fuch  a  fuitablenefs  itt 
the  J^ord  Jefus,  as  that  it  (lands  not  on  terms,  let  one 
have  him  though*. in  prifon  with  him,  tljough  in  the 
garden  in  agonies  with  "him,  though  on  the  crofs,  in 
dcfertipns  with  him,  he  is  enough,  as  Peter,  when  he 
faw  Chrift  on  the  fca,  defired  he  might  come  to  him 
there,  Hcb.  xi.  26.  Choofmg  the  reproach  of  Chrift,  &c. 
And  look,  as  Chfift  choofeth  the  foul,  i.  The  whole 
foal.  2.  Everlaftingly.  3.  Above  all  others :  fo 
It  makes  choice  of  Chrift,  whole  Chrift,  Phil.  iii.  9. 
?•  Everlaftingly,  **  The  Lord  is  my  portion  for  ever,'* 
Pfalm  Ixxiii.  26.  And  before  ever  you  can  look  for 
communion  with  him,  you  rauft  make  this  choice  of 
him,  and  glad  too  you  may  have  him  on  any  terms; 
nay,  put  it  to  any  foul  the  Lord  hath  done  good  to, 
and  al^  it,  vvill  you  have  him  ?  It  is  fuch  a  mercy, 
{  capqot  conceive  how  one  fo  vile  as  I  fiiould  have  it: 
have  |iiiji  the  totd  of  glory,  the  Prince  of  life  and 

C  peace ; 
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peace  ;  O  yes :  hence  Peter  faid,  *.*  Mailer,  what  fhall 
*'  we  have  that  have  forfaken  all,  and  followed  thee  V^ 

•  Tou  Jhall  fit  vjirb  me  on  thrones.  And  look,  as  Chrift 
now  chuleth  the  foul  above  others,  as  well  as  in  hea* 
ven,  John  xv.  i6.  fo  it  now  chufeth  Chrift,  "  Whom 
*'  have  I  in  heaven  or  earth'/'  many,  when  they  thkik 
of  death,  or  are  dying,  then  chule  him,  but  not  now, 
or  chufe  him  for  outward  bleflings,  not  fpiriiual  favour 
and  life,  John  vi.  26,  27. 

2.  The  foiil  hence  gives  itfelf  like  one  efpoufed 
to  her  hulband,  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  Cant*  ii.  16.  "  I  am 
*'  my  beloved's  :'^  fervams  give  work  for  their  wages» 
and  mailers  giv6  wages  for  their  work,  but  hufbands 
and  wives  give  themfelves  one  unto  another ;  fiiitors 
alfo  give  tokens  to  draw  on  love,  not  themfelves ;  fo 

.  fervants  in  the  church,  they  do  for  God  in  hope  of 
wages,  and  the  Lord  blelTeth  them,  it  may  be,  outward- 
ly ;  but  he  that  is  efpoufed  to  Chrift,  gives  himfelf. 
Lord,  I  can  do  nothing  for  thee,  give  nothing  to  thee; 
hut  I  give  myf(?lf  to  thee,  that  thou  wouldft  work 
in  me,  and  ^by  me,  Rom.  vi.  13.  So  the  Lord  is 
a  fuitor  to  many  a  man  that  never  gives  himfelf 
to  him  :  he  'gives  them  fome  comforts,  fome  win- 
ning, drawing,  melting  mercies,  but  not  himfelf; 
they  give  him  fome  entertainment,  and  good  words, 
a  thoufand  wtihes,  as  Capernaum  did,  but  not 
themfelves  ;  but  this  muft  be,  if  ever  you  look  for 
communion  with^  him  :  hence  David  faith,  "  I  am 
*'  ihine,  fave  me :"  hence  fome  madfe  fliipwreck  of 
faith,  they  were  not  the  Lord's;  hence  the  Lord  faith, 
he  knows  who  are  his,  2  Tim.  ii.  18,  19.  he  fends 
their  tokens  again :  for  look,  as  it  is  an  evidence  of 
much  love  when  a  man  gives  the  deareft  thing  he 
haih,  viz,  his  whole  felf,  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  fo  it  is 
alfo  an  evidence  of  little  love,  when  he  will  not  give, 
cfpecially  another's  owo :  thou  art  none  of  thine  owflf 
thou  haft  but  little  love,  if  thou  give  not  thyfelf 
to  him,  without  which,  never  look  for  life  and  com- 
munion with  the  Lord. 

3-  The 
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3.  The  foul  hence  takes  full  contentment  in  the 
Lord  Jefus,  as  a  fpoufe  hath  enough,  would  not  change 
for  all  the  world,  as  Peter,  when  he  had  a  glimpfe  of 
Chri(l*s  glory,  **  Lord,  let  us  be  here  ;*'  or,  as  Simeon, 
that  had  been  waiting  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael^ 
when  once  he  had  Chrift  in  his  arms,  *•  Now  let  thy 
"  fcrvant  depart  in  peace  :"  1  have  enough,  now  let 
me  die,  and  not  live  to  fin  more ;  and  it  is  certain,  as 
there  is  fomewhat  in  creatures  that  contents  the  heart 
without  Chrift  in  an  unregericrate  man,  fo  contrary- 
wife  in  a  regenerate,  John  iii.  29.  if  hearing  the  bride- 
groom is  joy,  what  is  having  him  ?  Indeed  they  take 
content  in  other  things,  but  as  coming  from  the  Huf* 
band ;  and  this  you  muft  do  if  ever  you  look  for  com^ 
tnunion  with  him}  cannot  you  be  content  with  the 
Lord  alone  in  heaven ;  you  fhall  never  come  there 
then,  left  you  quarrel  for  want  of  fomething*  Men 
make  nothing  of  this,  to  bathe  their  hearts  in  the  fun^ 
and  joy  in  what  they  have,  and  hope  to  have,  but  the 
Lord  may  be  gone,  and  you  grieve  not ;  why  ?  be* 
caufe  other  things  eafe  your  hearts.  There  can  be  no 
communion  hereafter  if  you  defpife  it  now. 

SECT.    VIL 

VfeX.  X  HIS  ferves  to  difcover  the  great  error, moft 
comnioa  and  dangerous  of  the  whole  Ghriftian  worlds 
who  think  that  they  may  love  and  embrace  the  world 
and  the  Lord  Jefus  too,  and  be  faved  at  laft  by  him 
too ;  that  is,  they  may  not  be  virgins,  but  go  a-whoring 
from  Chrift,  and  yet  partake  of  Chrift,  and  mercy 
from  him  :  that  look,  as  it  was  in  thofe  fad  days> 
Ifa,  iv.  I*  fo,  in  thefe  days,  many  lay  hold  on  Jefus 
Chrift,  they  will  eat  their  own  bread,  live  on  thcit 
own  lufts,  and  wear  their  own  apparel,  their  own  raga, 
**  Only  let  us  be  called  by  th/  name  (believers)  to  take 
away  our  reproach ;"  for  that  is  an  open  ftiaroe  not  to 
believe  in  Chrift ;   For  this  is  the  profeffed  thought  of 

C  a  fome } 
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fotne ;  every  one  is  a  finner,  and  I  am  one,  and  a 
great  one  too,  and  who  can  fay  his  heart  is  clean, 
none  can  free  himfelf  from  fin  in  this  life,  and  I  can- 
not do  it  if  I  would:  and  hence  look  on  Chrift  to  fave 
tjiem,  though  fin  ileeps  in  ihem  :  you  cannot  have 
both:  I  would  but  enq^uire,  hath  not  every  man  fome- 
thing  that  contents  him?  what  is  it?  is  it  the  love,  the 
fejlowfliip  of  Jefus  ?  yes,  it  may  be  at  a  facratnent,  and 
it  may  be  not ;  for  thou  mayeil  fay,  the  Lord  dever  yet 
revealed  his  love  and  felf  unto  me,  never  yet  aflured 
roe,  yet  fomewhat  joys  thy  heart.  What  think  you, 
ean  you  have  ti-e  Lord,  and  content  yourfelves  thus 
with  other  things  ?  why  ?  I  truft  to  him  I  hope  fo  ; 
it  cannot  be  fo*  If  the  Lord  Jefus  was  a  patron  of 
brothel  houfes,  a  prote£lor  of  Uews,  you  might  think 
fo ;  fome  fay  they  cannot  pray  to  him,  nor  praife  him; 
why  ?  fomething  elfe  contents  them  befides  him  ;  but 
know  it  cannot  be  fo :  I  know  a  faint  may  be  takea 
afide,  as  David  with  envy  at  others  profperlty ;  but 
when  he  confiders  of  it,  O  what  a  beafl  J  he  returns 
ogain.  The  r^ven  and  the  dove  were  fent  forth,  the 
one  came  again  and  again,  the  other  irot ;  therefore 
as  Jofliua  xxiv.  brought  the  people  to  thefe  thoughts. 
Ton  cannot  ferve  tbv  Lord^  and  other  t^odsy  as  Junius 
notes,  fo  bring  thyfelf  to  tiiat  (Irait :  O  that  the  Lord 
would  fet  on  this  one  thing  this  day  !  when  I  fadly 
weigh  it,  it  confounds  me,  and  makes  me  fay,  Lord, 
who  then  can  be  fvived  !  I  know  with  God  all  things 
are  poffible,  but  this  is  rare. 

SECT.    v:iL 

-  Vfe  2.  JriENCE  we  may  learn  who  they  are  that 
never  %oll   have    everlafting   communion    with    the 

Lord  Jefus^  viz-  thofe  that  never  were  efpoufed  to 
•him,  and  you  may  know  this,  if  never  yet  divorced 

from  all  others  hefides  him,  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  25,  26.     I 

Ihall  fiay  a  while  here,  becaufe  there  is  never  an  un- 

found 
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found  heart  in  the  world,  but  as  they  fay  of  witcheSp 
they  have  fome  familiar  that  fucks  them,  fo  they 
have  fome  lutl  that  is  beloved  of  them,  fome  beloved 
there  is  they  have  given  a  promifc  to,  never  to  for- 
fake ;  and  alfo,  bccaufe  moil  men  do  feem  and  think 
they  arc  virgins  cfpoufed  to  Chril),  and  look  for 
communion  with  him^  and  yet  not  divorced  from  all 
other  beildes  him.     I  (hall  Ihcw  hence, 

X.  When  the  foul  is  in  league  with  the  creature. 

2.  When  married  to  the  law.  I  iliould  account 
It  happy  if  any  be  found  out. 

CHAP.  V.      SECT.  I. 

Sbefsetb  tie  maris  andjigns  ^bereiy  tie  foul  may  inof» 
vbiff&er  be  be  in  league  or  leve  nuitb  any  luft^or 
creature^  or  married  to  tbe  lav;. 

X  HOSE  that  never  were  in  bitternefs  and  forrow 
of  heart  for  the  lofs  of  God.  For  thefe  two  things 
are  as  clear  as  the  fun  : 

I.  That  the  lofs  of  God  is  the  greateil  lofs  ;  for  it 
is  the  utmofl  and  laft  plague  upon  the  damned  in  hell: 
my  comforts,  my  friends,  means,  heaven  Is  gone^  but 
if  God  were  mine,  I  would  be  comforted;  no,  God 
is  gone :  hence  no  forrow  for  any  lofs  fo  much  as  for 
this.  Saul,  I  Sam.  xxviii.  l8.  Cod  is  departed  from, 
me.  Hence  fore  diftreffcd.  Nay,  the  Lord  Jefus, 
when  the  Father  departed  for  a  time,  and  he  knew 
he  would  return  and  vifit  him,  cried  out,  "  My  God, 
"why  haft  thoa  forfaken  me?'*  2.  That  all  raea 
living  have  loft  God,  Ifa.  lix.  i,  2.  Pfalm  Iviii.  3. 
"  The  wicked  go  aftray  from  the  womb."  Now 
I  would  demand  why  men  either  feel  no  lofs  at  all,  . 
,  or  if  they  do,  have  not  fo  much  grace  as  the  damned 
in  hell,  to  mourn  bitterly  for  it,  fo  as  nothing  can 
comfort  them,  cm*  if  they  do,  they  are  fooa  eafed,  and 

G  3  '  quieted 
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quieted  before  the  Lord  returns  ?    Why  furely  here  is 
the  great  caufe  of  it,  they  have  forae  other  thing  to 
I..  cafe  their  hearts  in  the   want  and  lofs  of  God,  Jer. 

j  ii- 13^  X4-     Men  mufl  have  water  to  drink,  why  do 

I  men  live  from  the  fountain,  nor  go  to  it,  nay  not 

'  know  it  ?     Becaufe  they  have  broken  pits,  and  wells 

at  their  own  doors  :   fp  here.     And  hence,  the  damn- 
L  ed  that  have  lived  at  eafe  here  all  their  life*tinie,  as 

■  foon  as  ever  dead,  then  they  cry  out  of  the  lofs  of 

Ood,  when  it  is  too  late,  becaufe  while  they  lived, 
they  had  fomewhat  to  eafe  themfelves  withal.  And 
hence  many  that  have  lived  long  with  convinced  fpi- 
rits  and  guilty  confciences,  when  they  come  to  die, 
then  they  are  in  perplexities  of  mind,  agonies  of  hearty 
inforauch  as  their  fweat  trickles  like  water  from  them, 
and  their  doleful  out-cries  for  lofs  of  time,  Arike  to 
the  hearts  of  all  that  come  near  them.  Oh  !  God  is 
gone,  becaufe  now  all  comforts  which  were  their 
gods,  and  inftead  of  God  before,  have  taken  their 
final  leave  of  them.  Search  your  hearts  therefore  all 
...^  you  that  hear  me  this  day.    Waft  thou  never  troubled 

yet  ?  Yes,  I  have  loft  my  health,  my  child,  my  huf- 
band,  my  goods,  and  this  haih  troubled  me  :  But  tell 
jne,  didft  thou  never  feel  a  lofs  of  God  bleffcd  for- 
ever? lofs  of  his  light,  his  fweetnefs,  his  love,  his  feU 
.  lowfliip,  his  prefence,  &c.  and  this  hath  been  thy  in- 
tolerable load?  Or  if  thou  haft  felt  it,  haft  thou 
fought  and  found  him  ?  No,  but  art  jocund  in  that 
eftate,  and  now  and  then  it  troubles  thee  a  little,  then 
it  is  certain  and  as  clear  as  the  fun,  there  is  feme 
creature  or  content  that  thy  heart  is  in  league  withal, 
which  eafeth  thee  in  the  want  of  God,  and  which  is 
inftead  of  God  to  thee,  and  which  therefore  is  thy 
God.  It  may  be  thy  apparel,  thy  wife,  child,  &c, 
.  and  if  thou  die  in  this  ellate,  never  fhalt  thou  have 
communion  with  Jefus  Chrift,  *'  The  mouth  of  the 
♦*  Lord  hath  fpoken  it.'' 
Sf§n  ^.  Doft  thou  find  the  Lord  a  ftranger  to  thee 

in 
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ia  all  his  ordinances,  wherein  it  may  be  the  Lord 
fwectly,  and  wonderfully,  and  mightily,  yet  not  alway, 
but  feafonably  reveals  himfelf  to  others.     Oil  but  tliy 
heart  dries  and  parches  away,  and  that  without  much 
trouble  under  them  alL     If  fo,  fulpect  it,  believe  it, 
that  there  is  fome  league  with  a  luft.   .For  there  is 
a  double  life  of  a  Chritlian.     i.   An  outward  life,  ' 
which  others  fee :  Men  fee  he  comes  to  church,  prays 
in  the  family,  Slc.     2.  There  is  a  fecret  inward  life  ; 
according  to'  that   of  Matth.  vi.  6.    "  Thy  Father 
**  which  feeth  in  fecret,"  which  none  knows  but  him-  ^ 
felf,  and  the  Lord ;    and  this  is  an  inc:fiable  commu- 
nion with  God,  vifion  of  God,  delight  in  God,  &c. 
Pfalm  xlv.    **  The  King's  daughter  is  all  glorious 
*'  within."     There   is  an  open   life  of  prayer,    and 
hearing,  and  failing,  and  there  is  an  inwaitl,   fecret 
life  in  all  thefe,   wherein  the  Lord  acquaints  himfclf 
with  his  people,  Pfalra  Ixiii.  1,  2, 3.  "  To  fee  thee  as 
"  I  have  feen  thee/*     Now   there   be  divers  have 
this  open  life ;    yet  wanting  the  feoret  life.     As  w© 
Jove  not  to  live  among  tombs,  nor  to  have  any  com- 
munion with  dead  men ;    fo  the  Lord  is  a  Granger  to 
them.     He   may   fecretly   fweeten  an   ordinance   to 
them»  and   move  them,  and  ftiake  and  trouble  them, 
but  himfelf  is  a  llranger,  jpiritual  miferies  not  remov- 
ed, fpiritual  mercies  not  conveyed,  Ifa.  Iviii.  i,  2,  3^4* 
**  Why  have  we  fafted,   and  thou  regardeft  not  ? — 
'•  You  took  pleafure,  faith  the  Lord,  &nd  break  the 
"  bonds  of  wickedncfsi"  &c,     I  know  faints  may  be 
thus  denied,  and  it  may  be  for  fome  fpace  of  time, 
yet  they  quarrel  not  with  God  for  denying  them,  but  * 
are  more  taken  off  from  pleafures  thereby.    '**  Thou 
**  hidft  thy  face,  and  I  vvas  troubled,'^    though   the 
mount  flood  Hill.     But  fome  there  be  whom  neither 
good  day  mends   them,    nor   bad  day  pairs  them : 
'Surely  there  is  fome  content  thy  heart  is  bewitched  ' 
withal.     That  look  as   it  is  with  a  fuitor  to  another, 
let  him  while  he  comes  to  her,  profefs  never  fo  much 

C  4  love, 
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love,  and  defirc  love,  yet  if  when  he  goes  from  her, 
commUs  lewdners  with  every  one,  (he  will  lock  him 
out.     So  it  is  here  ;  never  did  I  know  itny  locked  out 
from  the  power  and  fweetaefs  of  ordinances,  but  be- 
caufc  they  went  a- whoring  from  God  out  of  theni* 
The  Lord  knows  (though  others  do  not)  whether  it 
18  fo  with  you.     Look   therefore  upon  thyfelf,  you 
enjoy  great  means  every- where  in  this  place.     Is  it 
enough  to  have  ordinances  ?    the  ark  ?     No,  do  you 
find  the  LQrd  in  them  ?    bleffed  be  Qod.     But  tell  me 
truly,  do  you  find  no  want  of  God  ?     Yes.     Do  you 
find  him?     I  find    more   knowledge,    ftrength,    kc. 
But  do  you  find  no  God  ufually  ?   No.     Then  either 
fome  creature  contents  thee,  or  if  the  Lord  fhouW 
refrcfh  thee,  thou  wouldft  be  content  without  him. 
Man  and  wife  will  (if  they  love)  meet  at  meals,  John 
xiv.     But  when  no  meeting,  dead  prayers,  dry  fer- 
mons,  faplefs  facramenis,  worfe  than  before.     If  thou 
art  the  Lord's,    he   will  by  affliftions  purge,   &c. 
But  if  tht>u  continuell  fo,  look  for  no  communiba 
in  heaven. 

Sign  3.  Doll  thou  find  no  reft  in  any  thing  that 
thou  haft  ?  For  this  is  clear,  nothing  can  give  reft  to 
%  man^s  foul  but  God :  He  is  big  enough  only  to  fill 
it,  and  then  a  man  hath  it,  Ifa.  xxvi.^.  Now  if  no 
reft,  it  is  a  fign  thy  heart  fticks  to  the  creature,  yet 
thou  fuyeft  I  would  fain  have  the  Lord :  It  may  be  fo; 
but  thou  wouldft  have  creatures  too.  And  hence 
(Jod  will  not,  and  creatures  cannot  give  the  ful^efs 
of  reft.  Thus  it  was  with  Solomon,  EccleH  ii.  3. 
So  it  is  with  thee,  thou  findeft  thy  foul  delighting  itfelf 
in  all  things;  yet  vanity  and  vexation,  and  withal 
giving  thyfcH  to  wifdom  too.  It  is  true,  a  faint  feels 
%\\  cmptincfs  in  thefc  things,  yet  he  feels  a  fulnefs  in 
fomcthing  clfe :  (He  hath  better  meat  which  you  \ 
know  not  of)  wiiich  Solomon  did  not  for  a  time, 
yet  nfcrward  he  did.  But  thou  findeft  a  vanity  and 
irqublc»  and  art  never  at  peace  when  all  is  done,  wea- 
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tj  of  tic  teotld :  But  hath  the  Lord  fwallowcd  thee  up 
into  himfelf,  in  the  cloud  of  his  glory,  fo  that  io  his 
favt)ur  and  prcfcnce  thoa^findeil  life?  No:  Then 
there  Is  fome  luft  ihou  lovcft,  and  dying  thus,  Ihall 
never  fes  the  fticc  of  Chrift.  Yea,  this  will  come  as  e 
heaty  itidiEtment  againft  thee,  that  God  hath  fo  weari- 
ed thee  in  thy  way.  Yet  jer,  ii*  25.  **  There  is  no 
"hope,  after  thy  lovers  thou  wilt  go."  You  (hall 
fcarce  find  any  but  feel  the  creature  train,,  and  yet  get 
not  to  teft  in  God. 


SECT.    IL 

Uircovcries  whether  we  are  married  to  the  law  or 
not.    And  here  I  fkall  flay  longer.     Where  I  premiftf 

1.  When  I  fpeak  of  not  being  married  to  the  law 
inftcad  of  Chrift,  I  do  not  hereby  exempt  yourfelves 
from  obedience  to  the  law, •after  you  are  in  Chrift, 

2.  Do  not  think  I  fpeak  againft  all  evidencing  your 
cftates  from  conformity,  to  the  law ;  though  I  do 
from  fome  fubje&ion  and  obedience  performed  to  the 
lav. 

I.  K  the  law  was  never  dead  in  thee,  thou  art  mar. 
riedto  the  lay,  Rom.  vii.  2.  Now  look  as  it  is  with 
a  huJband,  if  the  wife  be  lick,  and  he  be  at  homcj^ 
whoever  forfakes  her,  he  will  comfort  her,  and  fup-» 
port  and  chear  her  ;  fo  that  if  he  chear  her  not,  it  is 
«fign  he  is  dead  ;  if  he  doth,  it  if  a  figti  he  is  alive  ; 
for  the  life  of  the  iJiw,  is  the  comfort  and  fupppit  that 
rtielaw  dodi  give  for  a  time.  So  that  thou  wert  ne- 
ver brought  to  that  fore  ftrait,  that  thou  haft  nvt 
fell  any  one  duty  to  chear  or  revive  thee,  and  comfon 
lhce,hat  haft  found  fome  little  thing  or  other  to  do 
^Mt  is  certain  you  are  yet  married  to  the  law.  Ex.gr. 
It  may  be  thou  haft  been  troubled  in  mind  for  thy 
^^s;  what  hath  eheared  thee  ?  1  have  Forfaken  thcm^ 

^  cad  out  Jonah,  and  there  has  been  a  calm  :  Why 

tliis 
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this  forfaking  thy  fins  (which  hath  not  been  all  bat 
feme)  is  not  Cbrift,  but  an  a£t  of  the  law.  Oh  but 
I  have  fallen  again  ^nto  fins,  this  hath  troubled  thee : 
What  hath  cheared  thee  ?  I  have  repented  and  been 
forry  for  them,  and  purpofed  to  do  fo  no  more*  This 
i&the  life  of  the  law  Hill.  Oh  but  you  find  fins  pre- 
vailing againfi  you,  and  you  cannot  part  with  them ; 
and  hence  dare  not  refolve  ag&inil  theno.  Oh  but  my 
defire  is  good,  though  my  will  hath  ever  been  againft 
them.  Oh  ignorance !  This  defire  is  but  a  work  of 
the  laW|  it  is  not  Chrift.  Oh  but  I  have  found  no  de- 
fire foraetime :  What  h^th  quieted  you  now  ?  1  have 
tru'fted  to  Chrill :  You  have  done  it.  The  Lord  ne- 
ver made  you  feel  a  need  of  the  I^rd,  to  draw  you  to 
Crnft ;  though  to  be  allured  of  Chrifi's  love.  Is  this 
a  legal  ad  ? 

Anf,  As  obedience  to  the  law,  done  by  the  power 
ofChrift,  is  an  evangelical  work,  fo  to  perform  any 
evangelical  work  from  a  man's  felf,  is  a  legal  work; 
Und  you  are  under  the  life  of  the  law.  So  that 
thou  haft  not  been  bropght  to  that  pafs  as  the  church, 
the  fpoufe,  was,  Ifa.  liv.  5,  6.  And  as  one  of  my  bcft 
friends,  and  bed  men  that  lives  this  day  in  the  world, 
after  many  wredUngs  to  find  fomewhat  in  himfelf^ 
to  chear  him,  and  could  not;  ^' Now,  faith  he,  if 
"  the  Lord,  out  of  his  good  nature,  &c.  do  not  help 
**  me,  I  am  undone  for  ever ;  for  I  have  a  heart  and 
**  a  nature  againft  him,  and  the  more  I  do,  the  worfe 
"  I  am.*'  And  therefore  thither  I  look.  Surely  you 
are  under  the  life  of  the  law,  and  are  far  enough  off 
from  Ghrift,  if  not  fenfible  of  this.  Not  that  a  man 
is  always  thus  ;  for  he  that  cannot  feel  afterward  the 
Lord  Jefus  by  the  power  of  his  grace  working  in  his 
heart,  I  would  conclude,  he  never  had  any  at  alK 
But  at  firft  it  is  fo.  For  thefe  two  things  man  natu- 
rally feeks, 

I.  To  have  a  righteoufnefs  in  himfelf  that  will  eafe 
him. 

a.  To 
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a.  To  have  it  from  himfelf :    Kitchin-phyfic  is  not 
fcr  to  fetch. 

Now  the  Lord^s  plot  in  faving  his,  is,  i.  To  make 
them  fcek  it  out  of  themfelvcs  in  another :  "  Look 
"  onto  me  and  be  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.'* 
2.  To  have  all  from  another,  thai  fo  no  flijb  might 
ghry  bffore  him.  And  to  doubt  of  this,  is  to  doubt 
whether  God  hath  plotted  the  glory  of  his  grace  or  no. 
Hence  the  Lord  empties  the  foul  of  both,  that  the  foul 
faith,  Afimrjhall  not  fave  us,  Hofea  xiv.  3,  4.  None 
durll,  none  can  comfort  it.  And  now,  to  the  won* 
derment  of  heaven,  and  everlafting  joy  of  a  poof* 
caft-away,  and  the  eternal  honour  of  his  free-grace, 
now,  and  never  till  now,  doth  he  begin  to  make 
the  match  between  the  Lord  Jefus  and  this  poor  foul: 
And  as  the  Lord  never  comes  to  him  till  now,  fo  ho 
never  will  come  to  the  Lord,  while  he  hath  the  leaft 
good ;  as  it  was  with  the  prodigal,  while  any  hulks', 
or  as  it  was  with  the  woman  with  her  bloody  liTue, 
while  any  money  to  fpend  on  other  phyficians,  never 
will  try  what  Ghrift  can  do.  And  therefore  thofc* 
that  never  yet  kijew  of  the  death  of  the  law;  they 
are  yet  married  to  it,  Rom.  ii.  17.  I  know  many 
a  foul  grieves  for  the  death  of  thi^  hulband,  and  now 
thinks  it  is  undone,  I  cannot  do  this  and  that,  though 
formerly  I  could  indeed  ;  Tfay,  if  there.be  any  love 
of  Chrift,  now  is  the  time  of  it.  Only  underftand 
God's  fcope  here  in  it. 

Sign  2.  If  a  man  complains  more  or  chiefly  for 
want  of  grace  or  rtghteoufnefs,  to  remove  fin,  and  not 
fo  much  for  want  of  Jefus  Chrlfl :  Then  in  this  cafe  it 
is  as  it  is  with  a  woman,  that  man  for  whofe  abfence 
Ihe  mourns  mod,  that  is  her  hulband  :  She  faith  the 
other  is,  no  but  he  is  not.  So  this  is  the  eftate  of 
many  a  foul,  they  have  neither  Chrift  nor  righteouf- 
nefs:  Now  they  complain  fo  much,  that  their  hearts 
fink  and  die  away  quite  within  them  :  And  what  is  it 
for  ?   I  cannot  do  this,  nor  I  do  not  find  nor  feel  fuch 

figns 


44  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

figns  sml  affeftidns  within  me.  Such  a  vile  heart,  I 
know  not  the  like,  fuch  rifing  in  my  heart  to  fin  and 
thoughts  of  it ;  why  if  you  bad  Chrill,  all  this  would 
be  mended.'  **  I  can  do  all  through  Chrift/'  But 
you  complain  not  for  want  of  Chrift,  nor  need  of  him 
from  thcfe  two  arguments, 

I.  Becaufe  the  feeling  of  your  fins,  does  not  make 
you  feel  a  greater  need  of  Chrift,  as  John,  **  I  have 
"  need  to  *be  baptized,'*  fitc,  but  drive  you  further 
from  Chrift,  and  rcafon  it  out  againft  him  :  And  why  ? 
Becaufe  you  would  have  a  righteoufnefa  without  him 
which  you  ftand  in  need  of. 

1.  Becaufe  h^  that  feels  a  need  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
ftall  not  when  he  is  offered,  need  intreating  to  take 
him  ;  as  you  fliall  not  need  intreat  hungry  men  to  cat 
their  bread,  you  Ihall  not  need  to  intreat  Zacheus  to 
receive  Chrift  joyfully.     But  no  commandfi,  no  intrea- 
ties  can  prevail  with  you  to  t.ake  him  when  he  is  of. 
fered,  you  have  no  heart  to  it.     Like  women  that  love 
their  own  huffiiands  grieve  fo  for  their  abfence,  that 
they  have  no  heart  to  any  other  offer.     Is  it  thus  with 
tbce  ?  Then  it  is  with  thee,  as  it  was  with  that  young 
man,  that  alked  Chrift  what  he  fliould  do  to  inherit 
eternal  life  ;  he  liked  Chrift  well,  but  he  did  not  feel 
ft  need  of  Chrift  himfelf  fo  niuchu  as  of  fome  more 
knowledge  of  the  law,   knd  ability  to  do  it.     It  is  the 
great  plot  of  Arminians,  to  make  Chrift  a  means  onJ/f 
to  make  every  man  a  firft  Adam ;  fetting  men  to  work 
for  their  livirfg  again  ;  for  they  grant  all  grace  is  loft, 
ell  comes  from  Chrift,  Chrift  gives  all,  and  to  Chrift    • 
we  muft  look  for  all ;  and  then  when  we  have  it,  ufe 
h  well,  thus  you  fhall  have  life,  elfe  look  for  death : 
So  it  is  a  mifery  many  a  foul  is  in.     Men  will  trade 
in  fmall  wares,  rather  than  live  on  another's  alms. 
Do  you  think  the  Lord  takes  it  well  to  make  him  a 
merchant  for  yoixr  ends  ?  Oh  no,  never  look  to  have 
commumoo  with  him  in  this  ! 

Sign  3.  Thofc  that  clofe  with,  bat  rejoice  more  in  a 

little 
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little  grace  they  receive  from  Chrift,  than  in  all  the 
faloefs  in  Chritl,  more  in  a  little  they  do,  than  in  all 
the  Lprd  Jefus  hath  doM,  Phil.  iii.  3.     That  is  a  wo- 
xnao's  bufband,  whom  ihe  rejoiceth  mod  in.     Do  yott 
rejoice  more  in  what  you  have  received  froyn  him  (for 
a  hypocrite  may  receive  from  Chrill,  John  xv.  %.) 
than  in  what  there  is  in  him  ?     It  argues  a  whoriih 
heart*     I  know  a  man  may  rejoice  in  what  Chrift 
works  in  him,  but,  i^  Not  more  in  this  than  in  Chrift 
himfelf,  .  2.  A  child  of  God  may,   while  he  knowa 
Bot  whether  Chrift  is  his,  do  fo  :    but  yoti  think  the  . 
Lord  is  your's ;  well  when  you  feel  aifedliood  and  life 
then  you  are  glad,  when  that  is  loft  then  fad  ;  why  ibi 
there  no  life  when  thou  art  dead,  no  glory  wbea  thou 
art  bafe,  no  wifdom,  no  communion  with  <Sod,  when  ' 
thou  haft   none  ?     Yes,    why   doft  thoii  not  r^oice 
ia  this  which  is  here  n?oft  fully,  which  faints  j^'efeDt-* 
ing,  pleafe  the  Ix)rd  more  by,  than  by  giving  th? 
glory  of  aagels  infinite   millions  of  years  :    Oh  thf 
heart  is  not  in  love  with  Chrift,  but  fomewhat  elfe, 
for  ber^  is  the  joy  of-  all  faints,  **  In  thy  feed  (hal^ 
*^  all  nations  account  themfelves  blelFed :"  all  nations 
one  and  aaother,  Ifa.  xly.  24,  25.   ''  Shall  all  the  fee4 
"pflfracl  be  juftified,  and  ihall  glory •'*     Copfjder, 
therefore,  this,  thou  art  foraetime  joyed ;    why  ?  O 
I  fiad  my  heart  thus  and  thus ;  and  is  this  all  ?  yes^ 
for  when  this  is  gone,  all  joy  dies ;  and  {hould  I  not 
do  thus  ?    yes,  elfe  thou  never  felt  comfort  x>f  it :  but 
BOtonly  rejoice  here,  but  when  the  beam  is  gone, 
the  Lord  is  not  gorie,  Rpm.  vii*  laft>  when  the  bottles 
are  fpent,  the  fpring  is  full. 

4-  He  that  performs  apy  duty  ukiqi^tely  to  cafe 
his  coaG6ience,  he  is  married  yet  unto  the  law ;  for 
there  are  two  forts  of  duties  to  the  law. 

I.  Sotae  are  diredied  to  giveCbriil  content  to  eafc 
his  heart,  by  feeing  God's  Jove  in  Chrift,  then  love 
being  fl^^,  (he  k^zrt  ihed^  if  pa  Chriil  pgain :  aod 

thus 
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thus  faitK  the  apoftle,  "  I  through  the  law  am  dead 
**  to  it,  that  I  might  live  to  God,"  Gal.  ii.  19. 

2.  Some  are  to  give  the  foul  eafe,  ii  fees  fin,  and 
fears  it  muft  die,  and  the  devil  appears,  and  when  ic 
lies  down,  it  fears  it  Ihall  never  awaken  again ;  and 
when  it  hears,  thinks  no  mercy,  but  only  threats 
belong  to  it :  and  hence  having  no  peace  of  confcienco 
10  think  God  will  love  it,  it  loves  duties,  doth  duties, 
and  now  takes  thefe  for  good  tokens  and  figns  of  love, 
and  if  it  feels  a  need  of  Chrifl,  it  is  only  to  eafe  it. 
Now  a  man  is  married  to  the  law,  when  he  crouds 
for  eafe  into  the  bofom  of  it,  Deut. y,  37.  they  were 
in  great  fear,  **  Whatever  God  will  have  us  do,  we 
will  do  it :"  is  it  not  thus  with  many  ?  How  fhall  we 
know  this  ? 

Anf.  Doll  thou  find  this  while  fears  and  terrors  of 
confcience  are  on  thee,  fo  long  thou  doll  feek,  and 
pray,  and  hear,  and  call  on  God,  and  when  they  are 
worn  away  with  time,  or  blown  over  with  feeling 
fome  good  things,  and  hopes  from  them,  then  thy 
ieart  is  carelefs  again ;  it  is  certain  you  are  yet  mar- 
ried to  the  law  :  as  many  a  man  exceeding  forward 
while  preft  under  fenfe  of  fin  fpr  a  year  or  two. 
Lord !  how  many  himdreds  drop  away  by  little  and 
little  afterwards  ?  Dent.  v.  29.  **  Oh  that  there  were 
"  fuch  a  heart  alway."  Matth.  iii.  3*  7,  to  13.  they 
faw  a  wrath  to  come,  hence  feared,  and  hence  -  came 
to  John^s  baptifm  to  repent  and  confcfs  him. 

5.  No  man  that  is  married  to  the  law,  but  his  fig- 
leaves  ever  cover  fome  nakednefs  ;  all  the  duties  ever 
brood  fome  lull :  jthere  is  fome  one  fin  or  other  the 
man  lives  in,  which  either  the  Lord  difcovcrs,  and 
he  will  not  part  with,  as  the  young  man,  or  elfe  is  fa 
Spiritual  he  cannot  fee  all  his  life-time ;  read  through 
the  ftriaeft  of  all,  and  fee  this,  Matth.  xxiii.  painted 
fepulchres:  Paul  that  was  blamelefs,  yetEph.  ii.  3. 
Tit.  iii.  3.  fervfd  divers  lufts  and  pleafures,  and 
the  reafon  is,  the  law  is  not  the  miniflration  of  the 

Spirit, 
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Spint^  2  Cor,  iii.  ^,  9.  which  breaks  off  from  every 
fin,  there  is  no  law  that  can  give  life,  Gal.  iii.  21* 
And  hence  many  men  have  ftrong  refolutions,  and 
break  all  again  ;  hence  men  fin,  and  forrow,  and  pray 
again,  and  then  go  with  more  eafe  to  their  fin ;  ex-* 
amyie  thyfelf,  is  there  any  living  luft  with  thy  righte- 
oiifnefs  ?  ic  is  fure  it  is  a  righteoufnefs  that  thou  art 
married  to,  and  never  wert  yet  matched  to  Chrift ; 
hence  note  thyfelf,  it  may  be  thou  haft .  refted  in 
duties,  and  fince  more  light  came,  faw  it ;  and  feeing 
this,  thinking  that  here  is  all  thy  error,  thou  haft  la- 
boured to  fee  the  emptinefs  of  thy  own  righteoufnefs^ 
and  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  and  now  thou  art  come  to 
both,  and  now  well.  So  then  thou  haft  not  found  out 
any  luft  thou  liveft  in  all  that  time ;  nor  the  venom 
of  thy  old  nature ;  no ;  why  then  I  pronounce  thou 
art  yet  married  to  the  law,  take  and  truft  never  fo 
much  to  Chrift's  i:ighteoufnefs,  if  under  the  power  of 
a  proud  heart,  an  unclean  heart  ftill,  never  fpeak  of 
Chrift. 

Sign  6.  They  that  are  fearful  to  be  troubled  at  their 
eftate  to  have  it  prove  ill,  which  a  faint  may  do,  yet 
brings  it  out  to  the  light  at  laft,  John  iii.  20.     When 
\      a  woman  is  married  to  a  condemned  man,  guilt  being 
f      upon  him,  he  loves  not  to  be  feen  abroad  in  the  fight 
^      of  others ;   thou  heareft  a  ferman,   and   art  loath   it 
ihould  be  found  out,  loath  tq  be  troubled  ;  he  that 
hath  righteoufi^efs  in  Chrift  will  not  only  bring  it  to 
trial,  before,  men,  but  God  himfelf.     Now  is  it  thus 
with  any  of  you  ?  what  fhall  I  fay  ?    ftiall  I  fay  that 
Chrift   is  or  may  be  thine  in  this  eftate  ?  truly  if  I 
/      durft  I  Ihould :    blefs  thyfelf  thou   mayeft ;   but  re- 
member that  the  Lord  will  take  thee  to  do 'for  it; 
and  what  is  it  to  lofe  communion  with  Chrift  ?  I  can- 
not exprefs  it.     The  defciples  were  fad  when  he  went 
away  from  them  in  his  abaferaent,  but  for  the  Lord 
to  leave  thee,  when  in  hts  glory,  to  fland  afar  off 
and  fee  him  go,  never  to  fee  him  more^  when  no 

tears 


4*  ON  thb;  pabable  of  the 

t^ars  (hall  over  prevail  again ;  therefore  if  thou  haft 
beea  found  out  thia  day,  coufefs  and  give  glQry  to  God» 
^d  let  thine  eyes  be  tears,  that  Chrill  would  over- 
come and  dravv  thy  foul  with  1qvc»  and  efpoufe  thee  to 
bimfelf  for  ever. 


CHAP.    VI 

Containing  motives  and  arguments  to  perfuade  us  uuiQ 
the  love  ofCbriJt^  and  to  be  eJpQ^fcd  ta  bim. 

l^3.TS  there  no  pommunion  to  be  had  with  th^ 
-^  Lord  Jefus,  unlefs  virgins  ?  unlefs  efpouf- 
fd  to  ^im  I  Oh  therefore  here  is  a  match  fer  you, 
^hufe  him,  get  yoijr  affedions,  if  entangled,  to  come 
pff  if  ^nfnared  to  any  oth^r  thing,  and  fet  your  h^artjt 
b^dour  your  love  upon  him.  For  it  is  not  a  dead 
faith,  (but  fj4ch  a  faith  as  is  animated  by  loy?)  that 
does  efpoufe  you  to  him,  GaL  v.  6.  "  raith  which 
^orks  by  love.''  And  therefore  as  th?  love  of  other 
things  (not  with  looking  after)  has  got  th^  fovereignty 
gnd  Royalty  of  thy  heart,  fo  this  is  a  conjugal  loyc^ 
which  bears  rule  in  the  he^rt ;  let  Chrifl  havp  thi^ 
love.  Apd  as  you  have  loved  creatures  for  them- 
iielves,  pow  love  the  Lord  Jefus  for  himfelf,  And  a9 
they  have  eafily  enticed  you  to  fct  ypur  hearts  upon 
them,  now  be  perfuaded  to  fet  your  dearpft  a0e£lion9 
on  hifp,  It  is  faid  of  Jphn  Baptift,  be  wa§  the  Bride^ 
groom's  friend,  to  fpeak  for  him,  John  iii.  29.  An4 
^ruely  it  is  the  main  work  of  th^  miniflry  to  woo  for 
Chriilj  and  fotoprefent  chaftc  virgins  to  Chrift.  Thi? 
fla^W  be  ipy  work  now,  which  piay  be  feafon^blc  ia 
jhis  (Jccaying  time.  Therefore  I  ftiaU  Qhicfly  bend  jny 
fpecch  to  three  forts, 

I.  To  them  that  niever  yet  loved  t^^  Lord  Jefus, 
Vnlefe  it  bQ  from  the  t^eth  putward* 

2.  Thgfc 
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a.  Tbofe  that  have  been  ftriving  for  this,  yet  cannot 
to  their  own  feeling  come  to  {his. 

3*  Thofe  that  have  fo,  but  their  afiedions  are  dried 
upi  and  love  is  parched  away,  iniquity  abounds,  &c« 
And  my  motives  fhall  be  thefe  four : 

I.  ^Confider  the  glory  of  the  perfon,  whom  I  iball 
be  a  fpokes-man  for  this  day. 

a.  Confider  he  makes  love  to  thee. 

3.  Confider  that  all  he  leeks  for  is  love. 

4.  Confider  what  he  will  do  for  thee,  how  be  will 
love  thee,  if  thoi^  wilt  love  him. 

SECT*    L 

Consider  the  glory  of  the  perfon,  for  whom 
I  plead  for  love.  What  can  you  love  befides  him  I 
Where  caii  you  find  any  like  unto  him  ?  I  know  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  is  ilot  revealed,  becaufe  the  grafs 
withers  not^  the  flower  fades  not,  the  creature  appears 
Bot  in-  hfs  withering  .Canity,  Ifa.  xl.  But  if  the  Lord 
would  bat  open  your  eyes,  to  fee  him,  this  would  wia 
your  hearts  alone  to  him. 

Now  I  Ihall  fingle  out  only  thefe  five'things,  to  give 
you  a  glimpfe  of  his  glory;  Lift  up  thy  heart,  and 
fay,  "  Lord,  hide  not  now  thy  face  from  me/'  . 

I.  Ht  is  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  Rev. 
i.  5«  The  glory  of  the  world  is  a  kingdom,  the  glo* 
rious  diamond  of  that  kingdom  is  a  prince  in  his  glo- 
ry ;  now  for  a  poor  beggar  to  have  an  offer  of  love 
from  the  greateft  prince  in  the  world,  would  it  not 
tempt  her  ?  Would  Ihe  not  forfake  her  lovers,  and 
let  her  heart  on  him  ?  Why  look  what  a  diftance  there 
is  between  the  pooreft  peafant  and  the  higheft  prince^ 
fo  bafe,  and  a  thoufand  times  more,  are  all  the  princea 
of  the  world  to  Cbrift,  whofe  dominion  is  from  fca 
to  fea,  from  fun  to  fun,  who  fets  up  and  pulls  dowil 
kings  like  counters,  who  rules  their  courts,  their  king- 
doms, their  hearts^  and  they  do  not  do,  they  cannot 

D  do. 
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do,  but  what  he  will.  Other  kings  are  princes,  are 
rulers  of  men,  Chrift  prince  of  kings.  Now  who 
would  not  be  glad  of  his  love  ?  who  having  tailed 
death,  is  fct  down  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  on  high, 
cloathed  with  endlefs  glory,  who  has  kings  in  his  chains, 
whofe  breath  is  not  in  his  noftrils,  whofe  favour  is 
not  for  a  day,  but  he  lives  and  reigns  forever.  Now 
does  Chrift  reign  ?  Is  he  a  Lord,  and  in  glory  upon 
his  throne  ?  Methinks  I  fee  Jefus  at  the  right  hand  of 
God,  your  foolifh  affecliuns  have  undone  you  if  you 
love  him  not. 

2.  Hfi  is  appointed  by  the  Father  to  be  judge  of 
quick  and  dead,  at  the  fall  day,  John  v.  22,  2>  as 
well  as  to  rule  all  now.  So  that  if  you  do  maintaia 
enmity  againft  him,  he  may  let  you  alone,  you  may- 
live  in  health,  and  die  in  peace,  in  the  eye  of  man, 
and  in  thine  own  eyes  too:  Yet  there  is  a  day  coming 
he  well  break  out  of  heaven,  with  a  Ihout,  and  appear  ♦ 
in  the  clouds  in  the  amazing  glory  of  his  Father, 
*^  With  all  his  mighty  angels,  and  all  the  dfead  Ihall 
*•  hear  his  voice,"  and  you  Ihall  appear  before  him 
with  this  body,  when  the  heavens  ihall  burn  round 
about  him,  and  the  earth  fhall  tremble  under  him, 
and  all  jruilty  eyes  mourning  and  wailing  becaufe  of 
him.  Then  you  fhall  know  what  it  is  to  defpife  him, 
and  with,  O  that  I  had  loved  him,  Rev.  i.  7.  You  that 
fay  you  l^ve  him,  yet  by  an  impenitent  heart  pierce 
him,  you  fhall  wail,  even  fo,  Amen.  Men  do  not  fee 
an  end  of  thefe  things,  nor  the  glory  of  the  Lord  ano- 
ther day.  Hence  creatures  are  loved,  and  the  Lord 
of  glory  is  loathed.  A  great  prince  may  not  be  fo  high- 
ly efteemed,  until  he  appears  ia  his  flate.  Prifoners 
would  give  any  money,  ipuch  more  love,  for  the 
judge's  favour. 

3 .  He  only  is  the  procurer  and  author  of  all  the 
good  that  ever  thou  didft  fuck  out  he^e,  though  thoa 
hafl  neither  known  him,  nor  been  thankful  to  him. 
For  look  as  it  was  with  angels,  fo  it  Ihould  have  beea 

with 
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With  man ;  the  wrath  of  Ood  fhould  have  been  pouN 

ed  out  upon  him,  and  on  all  the  world,  and  creatures 

r  fliould   have   been  tormentors  of  hin^,  but  that  the 

'  Lford   Jefus    begged   and    bought    the   world.      Apd 

hence,   i  Tim.  iv.  lo.  called,   "  Saviour  of  all,  but 

,  ••  chiefly  of  the  ele£t.''     Micah  iv.  4,  **  In  his  days 

*^  men,  fliall  (ic  under  vines  and  iig-trees  :"  So  tbac 

'  if  ever  any  creature  did  thee  good,  it  was  Jefus  that 

put  that  fweetn^fs  in  it,  out  of  his  fulnefs,  and  fet  ic 

a«-work,  fet  it  to  thee,  gave  it  thee  to  do  thee  good* 

I  Thou  fliouldft  never  have  had  a  wink  of  flccp,  nevei^ 

1^  reftrained   from    one  fin,   but  lived   in   blafpheming 

I  God,  never  have  heard  of  a  gofpel  but  for  Ghrift : 

j  And  will  you  not  love  him  ?   O  ungrateful  world  I 

I  unnatural  generation  of  m.en  I  WUy  doft  thou  love  any 

f  creature  ?  It  is  for  the  paint  of  it^nd  good  in  it.     l£ 

there  be  fo  much  in  it,  what  is  there  in  ChrKl  that 

j;ave  it,  that  dropt  it  into  it  ?  Never.love  him  if  ther« 

be  any  thing  good  that  is  not  by  him,  Pfal.  cjcvi.  !• 

j  **  The  Lpord  hath  heard  my  prayer,  I  will  call  on 

I  **him  as  long  as  I    live."%  Much  more  when  the 

I  Lord  hath  delivered,  and  thou  didft  never  feek  to 

I  htm. 

4.  He  is  the  everla fling  wonderment  of  faints  itt 
heaven  •/  the  queen  of  Sbeba  heard  of  Solomon,  which 
made  her  come  to  fee  him,  but  the  be^re  imagined 
but  that  which  now    fhe   faw  with  her    own  eyes, 
I  and  that  wrapt  her  out  of  herfelf.     Here  we  hear  of 

;  the   Lord    Jefus,  of  his  be^uy  and  glory,   and  this 

'  draws  faints  to  him,  and  when  come,  they  fee  that 

which  they, never  faw  before,  cfpecially  when  in  hea- 
ven :  then  fall  down  in  everlafilng  admiration  at  this 
:  myftery,  for  the  blcffednefs  of  faints  is  to  fee  Chrjit 

io  his  glory,  John.xvii-  24.     Now  this  lies  in  ad  in- 
\  Unite  good,  this  cannot  be  feen  in  a  iinite  time  :  hence 

^  farats  fliall  be  piercing  their  eyes  deeper  and  deeper 

into  this   myftery,  and  Ihall  ever  fee  more  and  more, 
but  never  fee  aU,  and  this  is  their  joy  and  glory  in 

D  2  heaven  i 
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heaven  ;  is  it  fa  ?  what  think  you,  is  Chrifl  wortlqr 
of  your  love  or  rtot  ?  look  upon  all  the  glory  of  the 
field  of  this  vvotkly  you  may  fee  an  end  of  all  perfec- 
tion, but  never  here. 

5.  He  is  the  delights  and  bofotn  Jove  of  God  him- 
felf,  Prov.  viii.  30.  Hence  Jobny  when  be  carat  ta 
fet  Chrift  out,  John  iii.  35.  ''  The  Father  loveth  the 
**  Son."  Now  is  it  fo,  furely  though  you  fee  not^ 
tafte  not  thi»  good,  yet  tliere  it  is ;  now  tell  me  if 
this  perfon  do  not  challenge  loj/e  f  would  you  not  be 
glad  to  have  hira  ?  you  wilt  fay,  can  be  look  upon 
fech  a  wretch,  embrace  fttch  a  leper  as  I  ?  no  furcly 
fit  will  never  do  it. 

SECT.    n. 

Consider  Hc  makes  love  to  thee ;  not  one  fod 
that  hears  tne  this  day,  but  the  Lord  ^us  is  a  fuiior 
unto,  that  now  ye  would  be  efpoufed  to  him :  *'>He 
**  came  unto  his  own,  aixi  they  received  him  not.'^ 
Whatever  the  fecrct  purpofe  of  Ghrrft  is,  I  regard 
not :  In  this  evangelical  difpenfation  of  grace,  he 
makes  love  .to  all,  John  i.  iz.  It  is  clear,  Matth. 
xxii.  1,  3.  If  there  be  a  gofpel  in  the  world,  there 
M  this'  love  of  Chrill:  yeaming  towarcb  all ;  efpecially 
all  that  have  thi«  gofpel  of  peace  fent  to  them,  Luke 
iu  icy.  "  It  is  tidings  of  great  joy  to  all  people,"  as  the 
law  is  tidings  of  great  forrow  to  all  people,^Luke  ii.  14- 
Aftgels  from  heaven  preached  this  good-will  toward* 
men.  For  if  the  challenge  of  love  from  men  fbouW 
be  founded  on  his  adlual  love  to  fome,  having  died 
for  fome,  then  Ihe  offer  would  be  particular.  But  H 
is  grounded,  i.  On  his  own  worth  and  glory,  atid 
hence  he  challengeth  love.  2.  On  this,  for  ought  I 
know  he  has  loved  me.  So  that  thou  art  norfo  vikt 
but  the  Lord  Jefus  his  heart  is  toward  thee,  and 
his  eye  is  upon  thee  for  love.  But  it  is  not  all  love, 
h\^i  only  fome  that  oyercamesr   x.  Now  it  is  real  love. 

2.  Fer- 


TEN  VIUCINS.  5  J 

2.  Fervent  love.     3.  Conflant  love.     4.  Pure  love» 
he  makes  to  thee. 

I.  It  is  real  love,  wheT\  the  gofpel  and  miniAera 
(eek  for  love,  the  Lord  is  real  in  his  defires,  there  19 
so  collufioa  or  diiTrrmbling,  2  Cor.  v.  20.  in  Cnrid'a 
flcad,  "  He  that  receiveth  you,  receiveUi  me;'*  thott 
thiiALeft  tbc  Lord  cares  not  for  thee,  nor  doth  not 
defire  thee  though  ht  doth  others  :  but, 

1.  Either  the  Lord  would  have  thee  loath  him, 'or 
love  him ;   what  think  you  i 

2.  if  the  Lord  did  not  make  love  to  thee,  be  would 
not  be  really  angry  for  rejecling  of  this  love,  but  tlie 
Lord  is  really  angry  for  rejeding  it,  and  wrotl>  with 
nothing  fo  much  as  chat«  Pi  aim  ii.  12.  here  be  f  wears 
in  his  wrath,  Pfalna  xcv.  it.  when  he  opens  his  bofom 
for  thee  to  rell  in,  and  thou  wilt  not. 

3.  Look  but  upon  the  dealings  of  God  with  tliee : 
I.  Haft  thoa  not  oft  thought  fome  in  hell  better  thafl 
thee  ?  why  the  ruin  of  millions  of  men  is  to  win  love 
from  thee,  Jer.  iii.  8,9,  10.  2.  Hath  not  the  Lord 
fent  many  a  mercy  to  thee,  not  one  but  was  to  win 
thee,  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  10,  ii»  12.  3.  Hath  not  tlie 
Lord  with-held  many  from  ihee,  as  here  in  this  wil- 
demefSs,  Jer.  iii.  3,  4.  4,  Hath  not  the  Lord  fent 
m^ny  forrows,  terrors,  fears,  cares,  wearifome  bu- 
fioefles,  that  thou  hail  wiihed  an  end  of  life  ?  this  iu 
love,  Hof.  ii.  6*  5I  Hath  not  the  Lord  moved  thy 
heart  many  a  time  toward  him  by  perfuafions,  argu- 
ments which  have  a  power  to  move  the  heart,  this  is 
love,  Hof.  xi.  4.  *'  Cords  of  a  man."  6.  Hath  not 
the  Lord  oft  melted  thy  heart  for  mercies,  as  David 
when  he  might  have  killed  Saul ;  truly  you  may  feel 
his  love  which  is  much  towards  you ;  that  which 
kcepr  off  thy  heart  from  love  is,  the  Lord  intends  it  not 
to  me,  \ic  is  not  plain  with  me.  But  he  Sends  to  thee 
his  plain  gofpel,  which  thou  art  to  attend  unto ;  and 
he  takes  fiitell  feafons  to  fpeak  to  thee  now  in  the  time 

^    D3  of 
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of  thy  health  :  and  doth  he  not  oft  vlfit  thy  heart 
when  thou  art  alone  ? 

•  2.  It  is  fervent, .  vehement,  earned  love :  fome- 
times  a  fuitor  is  real,  but  he  is  not  earneft;  now  thus 
the  Lord  is:   i.  The  Lord  longs  for  this,  Deut.  v.  29. 

2.  Pleads   for  this,  Jer.  ii.  5.  **  What  iniquity,"  &c, 

3.  Thinks  long  for  this  time,  Jer.  xiii.  27,  "  Jtru- 
lalem  will  not  be  made  clean,  when  Ihall  it  once  be?'* 
4. 'Mourns  when  he  bath  not  this,  £zek«  vi.  9. — 
**  Broken  with  their  whorifti  heart."  5.  Content 
to  give  away  any  thing  for  it,  all  the  love  of  Ghrift  is 
fourfded  on  this,  6.  If  thou  corned  not  prefently, 
he  is  content  to  wait  that  he  may  be  gracious, 

3,  It  is  conftant  and  continual,  there  ^is  not  a  mo* 
ment,  thou  doll  not  fo  oft  breath,  as  thou  mayeft  fee 
and  tafte  love,  Ifa.  xxvii.  3,  Ifa.  Ixv.  2.  i.  After 
all  thy  whorifh  departing  from  God,  that  if  man 
ihould  do  fo,  no  man  wduld  own,  yet  he  faith,  "  Re- 
turn to  me  :"  thou  feeft  never  a  creature,  but.  thou 
hafl  loved  more  than  Ghrift,  yet  return.  2.  When 
God  threatens  mod  terribly,  and  fets  his  fury  on 
record,  yet  then  there  he  minds  nothing  but  love, 
Jer.  xxxvi.  2,  3.  3.  When  none  elfe  will  own  and  pity 
thee,  thou  art  fo  vile,  yet,  Ezek.  xvi.  2,  3.  the  Lord 
faith,  **'Live:  then  is  a  time  of  love.*'  4.  Nay,  when 
thou  haft  caft  away  thyfelf  as  a  forlorn  creature,  yet, 
Hof.  xiv.  3.  "  In  thee  the  fatherlefst  find  mercy.'* — 
5.  When  he  hath  thee  in  his  arms,  ready  to  give  thee 
up,  yet  then,  "  How  ihall  Igive thee  upi,  O  Ephraim," 
Hof.  xi.  8.  I  tell  thee,  if  one  fparkle  of  his  eternal 
blading  difpleafure  fliould  fall  upon  thee,  it  would  be 
fo  intolerable,  that  it  would  fink  thee ;  his  love  is  as 
ftrong  as  death,  no  water  can  quench  it ;  O  it  is  not 
fo  with  man,  or  great  men,  once  repulfed  is  enough  : 
why  fhould  the  Lord  do  fo  here  ?  Many  think  time 
is  pad,  it  is  not  fo,  it  is  the  temptation  of  them  that 
have  time,  not  of  them  that  want  it ;  take  heed  this 
make  the^  not  defpife  hlm^ 

4-  It 
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4.  It  IS  a  purf  love,  others  make  love  for  their 
own  ends,  but  the  Lord  hath  no  need  of  thee,  or  of 
thy  love  :  he  could  raife  up  of  liones  children  of 
praife,  he  could  have  gone^o  others,  he  could  have, 
and  can  fetch  his  glory  out  of  thy  ruin  :  he  was  blef- 
fed  before  all  worlds ;  and  by  all  thy  ^ns  thou  doft 
but  throw  (tones  againll  the  wind,  or  fnow  balls ' 
againft  the  fun :  why  doth  he  do  it  ?  O  it  is  thy  good, 
.  Ije  pities  thee,  as  once  Jerufalera,  to  look  upon  thy 
deftruftion  and  defolation  :  as  it  is  with  tbe'eleft,  they 
have  wrath  before  their  eyes,  and  hence  pei^uade 
others,  fo  the  Lord  Jefus. 

SECT.    IIL 

CoNSIDJlR  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  love  the  Lord 
looks  for,  or  cares  for.  Love  looks  for  nothing  but 
love,  Prov.  viii.  17.  and  this  is  the  efid  of  all  eledtion, 
to  be  holy  before  him  in  love  :  and  mark  it,  if  it  be 
a  ftayed  love,  th^t  conftrams  thee  to  him,  you  cannot 
.wrong  him  :  As  if  thou  come  and  perfuade  one  to 
murder  his  child,  he  cannot ;  fo  if  perfuaded  to  defpife, 
O  bowels  of  heart-breaking  love,  2  Cor.  v.  And 
furely  it  is  admirable  love  ;  what  if  it  were  thy  goods, . 
thy  Ifaac  to  be  facrificed,  thy  body  to  be  burned,  it 
was  nothing ;  but  he  defires  only  love,  only  thy  heart, 
which  has  forged  fo  much  villainy  againfl  him  :  let 
him  never  be  called  upon,  or  profeffcd,  if  not  worthy 
of  this.  After  all,  is  this  all  ?  yes,  no  portion  he  cares 
for,  and  when  he  has  this  he  has  all.  Wonder  at  this 
O  angels ! 

SEC  T.     iV. 

Consider  what  he  win  do  for  thee,  how  he  will 
love  thee,  if  thou  wilt  thus  love  him. 

I.  He  will  fet  thee  next  himfelf  in  honour,  Pfalni 

adv.  9.  that  as  the  Lord  Jefus  is  next  to  God,  fits  at 
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his  right  hand  ;  fo  here.  Which  is  an  honour  that  the 
angels  have  not;  who  are 'no- where  called  Chrift's 
fpoufe :  hence  never  had  fuch  an  union,  hence  never 
ihall  partake  of  that  honour  of  faints. 

2.  He  will  enrich  thee,  as  it  is  with  man  and  wife, 
all  that  he  has  is  hers  :  fo  hj^mfelf,  and  all  his  glory, 
his  God,  his  Father,  his  kingdom  is  thine,  Prov.  viii. 
21.  "  They  that  love  me  inherit  fomething,**  others 
nothing:,  no,  nothing  indeed,  only  Ihews  of  good,  and 
they  find  it  fo  when  they  awake,  nothing  their  own, 
nothing  long :  that  let  thy  outward  man,  yea  thy 
inward  be  never  fo  poor,  thou  ihalt  by  him  be  heir 
of  all. 

3.  He  will  counfel  thee:  hence  David,  Pfalm  Ixxiii* 
made  choice  of  God,  "  Thou  wilt  guide  me  by  thy  • 
**  counfel ;"  no  greater  curfe  than  to  be  left  to  the 
guidance  of  a  man's  own  counfel :  but  here  there  fiiall 
not  be  any  ftrait,  but  the  Lord  will  fhew  thee  a  way 
out  of  it,  either  by  his  prudence  or  providence ;  there 
ihall  nor  be  any  fccret  of  Ghrift  that  thou  defireft  to 
know,  but  as  Chrift  told  them,  **  You  are  my  friends/' . 
fo  you  are  my  fpoufe  :  hence  all  his  fecrets  (hall  be 
opened  to  thee :  there  ihall  not  be  one  a£t  of  thy  life, 
but  ordered  by  infinite  prudence,  and  wifdom,  and 
love ;  fometimes  we  are  befooled  in  our  own  counfels, 
and  left  to  them  to  teach  us  to  depend  on  the  Lord 
the  more,  yet  thereby  fhall  come  out  fuch  good,  that 
it  (hall  be  among  us  as  with  Jofeph's  brethren. 

4.  He  will  dwell  with  thee  as  a  man  muft  dwell 
with  his  wife,.  John  xiv.  23.  that  the  great  Mediator 
that  pafles  by  kings  and  princes,  and  will  not  look  on 
them,  ihould  come  and  dwell  with  thee  :  this  is  better 
than  to  have  the  prefence  of  kings,  the  guard  of  an- 
gels>  better  than  heaven  itfelf,  that  he  Ihould  dwell 
where  is  nothing  worthy  to  entertain  him,  only  fome- 
thing  to  grieve  him.     Now  this  is, 

I.  A  conftant  affiftance  of  the  Spirit,,  that  let  the 
foul  go  where  he  wiU,  be  brought  to  never  fo  low  an 

cbb> 
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ebb,  yet  Ctirift  will  not  out,,  but  rorac  ftirrings,  figh- 
ings,  lookings,-panlings  after  Chrift;  when  heart  and 
flrength  foil,  yet  God,  &c.  vrhcn  ready  to  give  all  for 
loft,  then  confider,  as  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  2.  If  he  does  dp« 
pan,  he  will  not  be  long  but  return  ag?iin  :  and  thofe 
that  know  bis  afTeClion,  know  it  fo  to  be,  l£p«»Hv» 
"  For  a  little  moment,"  Sec,  fo  the  Lord  mey^part, 
aad  when  his  prefeoce  is  a  little  more  efteemed;  come 
again  with  everlafting  mercies  :  as  a  man  may  know 
many  weakneffcs  by  his  wife,  yet  flie  having  not  be- 
ilowed  her  heart  on  any  other,  he  will  return  :  fo  if 
thou  canft  fay,  yet  I  am  the  Lord's,  he  will  return, 

5-  He  will  rejoice  in  thee  and  over  thee,  Zcph.  iii» 
17.  as  a  bridegroom  does  over  the  bride:  Not  becaufe 
'  of  any  beauty  in  thee,  for  there  is  none,  bul  becaofe  . 
given  in  marriage  of  the  Father,  and  for  his  own  fake. 
This  day  thou  ftialt  no  fooner  fet  thy  heart  on  Chrift, 
but  he  falls  in  love  with  thee,  and  will  take  thee  with 
joy;  thou  thinkeft  he  will  be  angry  if  ahou  clofeft 
with  him  and  l6vc  him ;  no,  it  will  be  the  joy  of 
heaven,  of  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf. 

6.  He  will  exceedingly  comfort  thee  ;  and  look,  as 
it  is  with  tender  hulbands,  then  they  comfort  moft 
vhen  -moft  forrows  betide  them  ;  for  who  could  en* 
dare  his  wife  ftiould  be  alway  drooping?  So  even  then 
vhcn  nothing  doth  or  can  comfort  thee,  the  Lord  will, 
Ifa.  liv.  6,  For  the  Lord  doth  not  alway.  comfort, 
but  when  in  need,  as  with  the  patriarchs,  then  God 
appeared,  when  they  were  at  worll ;  ar*d  thefe  are 
abundant  comforts,  2  Cor.  i.  3,  4,  5.  You  ftiaH  not 
need  to  fcramble  for  it  as  many  do,  whofc  hearts  do 
not  love  Chrift  in  truth  as  yet. 

7.  He  will  put  up  all  wrongs,  and  bear  exceedingly 
vith  thee.  Many  think  even  when  God  hath  fealed 
love  to  therai  if  any  little  fin  be  committed,  then 
they  are  caft  off;  no,  if  under  the  law  fo  indeed,  but 
when  efpoufed  to  him,  it  is  not  wcakneffes,  nor  wil- 
fulnefs  can  make  the  Lord  caft  thee  away,  but  he  will 

heal 
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heal  the  one,  and  affliA  thee  (yet  not  caft  thee  off) 
for  the  other,  Pfalni  Ixxxix.  33.  "  My  loving-kind- 
"  nefs  will  I  never  take  away."  Yea,  he  will  forgive 
both,  Luke  vii.  47.  "  Much*  forgiven  becaufe  fhe  lov- 
**  ed  much."  Nay,  thy  wrongs  .(hall  be  an  occafion 
to  make  him  love  thee  more,  Rom.  v.  "  Where  fia 
**  abounds,  grace  abounds." 

8.  He  will  never  part  with  thee,  Hof.  ii.  19.  Once 
love  him,  and  .he  will  never  lofe  thee. 

1.  No  fin  Ihall  part  thee  and  him ;  for  Chrift,  when 
he  enters  into  marriage-covenant,  does  not  fufpend 
his  love  on  our  grace  or  holinefs,  then  he  might  leave 
quickly,  but  on  his  own  grace  to  walh  away  our  fil- 
ttiinefs,  £ph.  v.  25,  26.  If  a  hufband  marries  a  wo- 
man only  for  fo  long  as  (he  is  in  health,  then  when 
ficknefs  comes  he  may  depart.  But  e  contra^  if  to 
take  away  her  ficknefles,  then  they  cannot  hinder  1 
nothing  but  adultery  can  part ;  now  that  they  cannot 
do,  for  nothing  breaks,  till  covenant  is  broken :  And 
the  covenant  here  is  cverlafting  and  fo  undertaken  for 
by  the  Lord,  that  it  can  never  be  broken. 

2.  No  miferies  can,  Rom.  viii.  35,  36,  37.  "Can 
*'  tribulation  ?"  It  makes  man  leave  us,  but  this  is 
peculiar  to  Chrift,  he  will  not  leave. 

3.  Death  cannot,  it  muft  part  man  and  wife,  though 
loved  never  fo  dearly  before,  but  here  not ;  but  then 
he  wall  come  himfelf  and  fetch  thee,  John  xiv.  i,  2,  3. 
take  thy  foul  to  the  bride-chamber,  there  to  be  with 
him  for  ever  and  ever,  and  he  will  keep  the  duft  of 
thy  bleffed  body,  and  not  lofe  one  gram  of  it,  and, 
Ht  the  laft  day,  raife  it ;  and  then,  when  others  Ihall 
cry  out.  Yonder  is  him  whom  I  have  grieved,  then 
Ihalt  thou  lift  up  thy  head  and  fay,  Yonder  comes  my 
Huft)and  to  com^fort  me,  to  crown  me,  that  I  may- 
dwell  with  him.  It  Ihall  be  the  bleffed  day  to  thee. 
And  when  judgment  is  done,  thou  flialt  go  with  thy  * 
Beloved  from  the  air  up  to  heaven  with  a  (hour,  and 
live  in  his  love  and  deareft  embracing  of  thee,  and  thig 

he 
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be  wiU  do  for  tbee  To  poor  and  vile  in  thine  own  eyes. 
Now  will  you  have  him  ?  and  that  now,  or  no  ? 

CHAP.     V.  ■ 

ObjeSi.  I.  If  the  Lord  be  fo  defirous  of  roe,  why 
doth  he  not  overcome  me  ? 

Anf.  If  tlie  Lord  doth  it,  it  is  by  thefe  cords 
of  love,  and  if  not  the  brand  of  a  reprobate  is  upon 
thee. 

ObjcSl.  2.  But  I  do  love  him  already. 

Anf.  Is  .it  with  fuch  a  love  as  makes  you  unable  ,to 
refill  him  i  to  wrong  him  ?  as  the  apollle  faid,  "  We 
"  cannot  fpeak  againft  the  truth,  but  for  it  ;'*  for  if 
not,  it  is  naught.  There  is  a  natural  love  to  Chrift, 
as  io  one  that  doth  thee  good,  and  for  thine  owa 
ends ;  and  fpiritual  for  himfelf,  whereby  the  Lord 
only  is  exalted  :  Haft  thou  this  ? 

Oijcfl.  3^  But  I  do  not  hate  Ghrift. 

Anf,  If  any  man  do  not  love  him  with  a  pofitive 
love,  let  him  be  Anathema. 

Objefi.  4.  I  cannot  love  him. 

Anf  I.  What  canft  thou  love  elfe  ?  2.  Thou  canft 
not  love  him  fo  well  as  thou  fliouldft,  therefore  clofe 
with  him,  and  love  will  follow.  3.  Get  the  Lord 
to  overcome  thy  heart,  Jer.  iii.  19. 

Queft.   Ho^  foall  I  do  it  ? 

Anf  I.  Set  him  before  thee :  Who  will  commit 
levvdnefs  while  her  bufband  looks  on  ?  Pialm  xvi.  8. 

2-  See  what  content  thou  giveft  Gnrift  by  love  : 
Sraalleft  duties  coming  from  Jove  are  accepted. — 
What  makes  thee  wrong  him  to  pleafe  thyfelf  ?  Let 
a  thing  crofs  thee,  yet  it  contents  Chrift  Jefus. 

3-  Get  him,  and  wait  by  faith  on  him  to  overcome 
thy  heart,  and  the  work  is  done  then.  Now  will  you 
do  this  or  not  ?  If  not,  fay  .then  you  have  had  a 
fair  offer,  and  tell  the   devils  fo,    when  thou  goeft- 

down 
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down  to  helU  as  it  mzy  be  thou  mayeft  ere  100^. 
Men  talk  of  terrible  fermons,  but  thei'e  fuik  deepeft* 
Tell  me,  doft  thoa  love  the  Lord  only?  Wilt  thou  keep 
lulls  or  Chrift  alone  i  If  fo,  then  look  to  it.  In  this 
country  a  woman  killed  her  child,  and  fhe  faid  when 
Ihe  did  it,  her  child  fmiled  upon  her.  Wilt  thou 
kick  Chriil's  love  now  when  he  fmiles  upon  thee-. 
Afterward  ihe  repented  but  it  was  too  late.  Women 
when  they  have  a  mind  to  fome  other,  murder  their 
hufbands,  but  if  known,  burnt  they  muft  be.  But 
wilt  thou  have  him  and  love  him  alone?  O if  perfuad* 
ed  to  this,  then  happy  for  ever.  Let  this  day  be  the 
beginning  of  eternal  glory  to  thy  foul,  and  the  God  of 
peace  be  with  thee.' 

CHAP.     VIL 

Sbe'vetb  that  a  man  batb  no  po'ver  in  bimfelf  to  do  cny 
fpiritual  HPork^    hut  fbat  be   muft  receive   all  from 
Cbrift. 

Ufe  4.  JrlENCE  we  fee  a  neceffity,  if  ever  we  look 
to  have  communion  with  Ghrid,  to  do  all  fpiritual 
work,  all  we  do  (tbeologicej  from  the  mighty  power 
of  Chrift,  from  the  life  and  fpirit  of  Chritt.  To  bring 
forth  no  fpiritual  aft  but  from  Chrift,  and  for  Chrift, 
(I  Ihall  put  both  in  one,  and  the  latter  into  the  firft ; 
for  none  ad  truly  from  him  but  it  is  for  him)  for  you 
know  if  a  woman  bring  forth  .children  to  any  other 
but  her  own  hufl}and,  that  woman  hath  loft  her  chaftity: 
So  when  men  ftiall  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  obedience 
to  any  other,  from  any  other,  but  from  Chrilb,  they 
lofe  their  virginity,  their  chaftity,  without  which  no 
communion  with  Chrift.  For  I  have  ever  made  two 
parts  or  degrees  of  Chriftian  chaftity,  (as  it  is  in  out- 
ward  chaftity.) 

I.  The  foul  fets  its  chief  affeftions  on  Chrift  alone, 
that  look  as  it  is  with  a  woman,  though  Ihc  cannot   ^ 

do 
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60  much,  nor  deferve  his  love,   yet  her  heart  is  v/iih 
him,  herfclf  is  his,  Cant,  vi.  3.  '•  I  am  my  beloved's." 

2.  The  foal  brings  forth  fruits  of  love,  only  unto 
Cbrift,  thar  is,  from  Chrift  and  for  Chrift,  as  in  mar- 
riage the  woman  brings  forth  fruit  of  her  womb  to 
ker  hufband ;  afid  this  is  fet  down  plainly,  Rom. 
vii.  4.  The  firft  we  have  handled.  Now  a  little  of 
this.  .  And  that  I  may  prefs  this  which  is  of  much 
nfe  to  you,  give  mc  leave  to  exprefs  myfelf  in  thefe 
conclulioDS. 

S  EC  T.    L 

CmcL  I.  A  HAT  all  men  living,  nakedly  confider- 
cd  in  thenafelves,  have  lod  all  power  to  do  any  thing 
that  is  good,  Rom.  iii.  12.  '•  None  that  doth  good.*' 
I.  His  Ught  is  quite  extinct,  and  his  eyes  quite  out : 
hence  faid  to  fit  in  darknefs  and  the  ihadow  of  death, 
Mattb;  iy«  16.  now  a  ihadow  is'  a  privation  of  fome 
light,  this  of  all  light,  hence  called  darknefs  iifelf ; 
take  the  blinded  Indian,  he  is  a  witnefs  of  this  truth, 
and  a  right  picture  of  a  foul  fallen  from  God  :  hence 
becaufe  he  cannot  fee  he  cannot  do,  i  Cor.  ii.  14. 
a.  All  that  life  be  had  to  adl:  well,  is  lofl  too,  £ph« 
ii.  1.  be  is  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fms  :  he  cannot 
breath,  nor  fpeak,  nor  think,  nor  do  one  thing  that 
is  good  :  I  fay  nakedly  confidered  in  htmfelf.  And 
hence  look  upon  s^  man  quite  fo'rfaken  of  God  in  bell, 
there  you  may  fee,  as  in  a  lively  looking-glafs,  what 
every  man  living  is,  when  the  tord  ^caves  him  :  he 
can  blafpbeme,  he  cannot  love*  him,  he  can  contemn 
God,  he  cannot  efteem  him  :  he  can  wifli  there  were 
no  God  to  punilh  him  ;  he  cannot  fubmit  unto  God 
though  he  leaves  the  moft  heavy  load  upon  him,  and 
you  fee  not  yourfelves  until  you  fee  yourfelvcs  heic, 
and  fee  yourfelves  thus* 

SECT* 
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ConcL  2.   1  HAT  unto  fome  men  cfpecially,  nay, 
to  all  men  almoft,  though   vile,  yet  more   or  lefs  the 
Lord  gives  a  power  to  a£t,  and  live,*  and  move,  and 
to  do  many  fpiritual  duties,  or  good  duties  from  them* 
felyes.     For  as  there  is  a  breadth  in  the  ways  of  grace, 
that  every  Chriftian^hath  not  the  like  meafure  of  grace, 
fo  there  is  a  breadth  or  latitude  in  the  ways  of  fia : 
every  fmner  breaks  not  forth  into  the  like  meafure  of 
fin,  but  fome  are  far  better  than  others ;  as  the  three 
grounds  that  were  bad,  yet  one  better  than  another. 
Now  how  comes  this  about  ?    why,  the  Lord  gives 
that  power  to  ad  (as  all  the  knowledge  of  a  God)  by 
the  light  of  nature  (falfely  fo  called)  this  is  the  work 
of  God,  Rom.  i.  19.     Hence  all  terrors,  and  comforts 
and  duties  of  confcicnce,  are  all  from  God  :    fo  the 
hiftorical  faith  of  the  gofpel  which  many  have,  and  (o 
to  confefs  and  profefs  no  falvation  but  by  Ghriftt  ^^ 
gether  with  a  readinefs  to  die  in  defence  pf  this  truth 
and  religion,  and  joy  from  this,  and  reformation  of 
life  upon  this,  none  of  thefe  are  natural  to  this  foil  of 
a  man's  foul,  but  all  are  planted  there  by  God,  i  Cor. 
xii.  2,  3.    and   fo   that   man  can  a£l  according  to  the 
law,  be  ftri£t  in  Sabbaths,   frequent  in  fadings  ani 
prayers,  Sec.  it  is  from  God,  Rom.  x.  2.     And  why 
doth  the  Lord   work  this  ?    it  is,  elfe  no  living  in  the 
world  among  men,  and  becaufe  Chrill  is  the  poUticuni 
caputs  and  hath  bought  all  men  in  the  world  to  be  his 
fervants,  hence  gives   them  gifts  which  he  turns  for 
the  gqod  of  his  people  :    but  yet  this  is  the  nature  of 
all  thefe  abilities,  that   a  man  adts  from  the  ilrength 
and  power*  of  them,    not    from    Chrift,    Mic,  iv.  5* 
Other  nations  "  will  walk  in  the  name,"  &c.  and  the 
reafon  is,  ' 

I.  Becaufe  every  man  is  iinder  the  guidance  either 
of  the  firft  or  fecond  covenant,  and  power  of  cither : 
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now  as  the  power  of  the  fecond  covepant  is  to  draw 
man  out  of  himfelf  to  another,  and  fo  to  make  him 
zSt  from  another :  fo  the  power  of  the  firft  is  to  drive 
ta  man  into  himfelf  by  terrors,  and  fears,  and  hopes, 
and  rewards,  and  fo  to  enable  him  to  a£t  from  him- 
felf; hence  it  is*  impoffible  but  they  muil  a£l  ever, 
from  themfelves. 

Atid  2.  Becaufe  though  many  good  gifts,  and  mo- 
-  ral  virtues,   may  be  faid  to  be  fupernatural,  that  is, 
above  the  power  of  nature  to  work,  yet  never  above 
the  improvement  of  nature :    for  let  God  work  never 
h  many  good  things  in  man,  nature,  that  is,  an  ill 
I  ftomach,  when  difeafed,  is  ftrongeft,  there  nature  turns 
I  all  into  the  humour,  and  fo  a  man  dies  at  laft ;  fo  the 
j  power  of  lin  in  nature  being  more  powerful  than  any 
I  grace  which  by  common  work  is  given  it,  ever  turns 
I  that  grace  into  itfelf,  and  leads  it  into  captivity,  bond- 
!  age,  and  fervice  of  itfelf;  fo  that  there  is  never  a^grace 
'  but  it  is  made  to  ferve  fome  lull,  as  in  Jehu,  in  Judas,  &c. 
I  and  God  complains,  Ifa.  xUii.  24.     So  this  I  fay  is 
I  the  cafe  of  thoufands  unregcnerate,  who  can  do  many 
i  good  things,    but  from  themfelves,  which  God  hath 
I  wrought  to :     and  hence  many  a  child  of  God  hath 
been  long  hindered  from  converfion,   and  oihers  not 
converted   at    all,    becaufe   they   have  thought  wic- 
ked men  whom  God  minds  to  damn,   are  fuch  as 
have  no  good,  nor  do  no  good;  or  if  they  do,  they 
have  it  not  from  God ;  but  it  is  not  fo  with  me,  for 
I  have  and  do  many  good  things,  which  I  acknow- 
ledge come  from  God,  and  I  thank  God  I  am  not  as 
other  men.     Now  mark,  it  is  true,  nakedly  confider- 
cd,  no  good  could  come  from  unregcnerate  men,  but 
yet  the  Lord  gives  power  to  many  to  do;  fo  the  Lord 
has  done  to  thee,  and  thou  hall  been /thankful  for  it. 
And  this  is  common,  many  account  themfelves  great 
finners,  but  yet  they  can  believe  :  many  fay  they  can 
<So  little,  but  their  defire  and  will  at  worft  is  to  dp : 
i  tell  them  thefc  are  not  right,  unlels  they  come  from 
!  '  the 
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the  Lord ;  they  will  fay,  the  Lord  doth  all,  and  they 
acknowledge  it,  and  fo  I  believe,  and  it  is  true ;  but 
it  is  not  fuch  a  work  of  the  Lord  as  is  peculiar  to  the 
elect,  becaufe  when  the  Lord  hath  wrought  thefe,  yea 
aft  only  from  them,  and  hence  never  feel  a  want  of 
thefe,  for  the  Lord  never  yet  wrought  any  grace  in 
his  people,  but  after  they  have  had  it,  and  taded  of  it, 
he  hath  more  or  lefs  deferted  them,  and  fo  hath  made 
them  feel  a  want  of  it,  and  made  them  fetch  it  again 
with  fighs,  and  groans,  and  tears  ;  now  it  hath  never 
been  fo  with  thee. 

^  SECT.    IIL 

ConcL  3-  1  HAT  it  is  mod  pleafing  to  man,  and 
agreeable  to  his  nature  to  ad  only  from  himfelf :  As 
it  was  with  the  prodigal,  he  defired  his  flock  in  his 
own  hands,  and  while  any  thing  laded,  he  would 
never  come  home;  and  hence  thofe,  John  vi.  28* 
What  (hall  we  do  to  work  the  works  of  God :  and 
whca  Chrid  fpake  of  faith,  they  were  dumbled  there, 
infamuch  that  divers  did  forfake  him; 

I.  Becaufe  man's  afting  from  himfelf  is  beft  able 
to  attain  his  own  ends,  to  which  yoa  know  a  man  is 
gently  and  neceflarily  carried:  for  no  man  out  of  Ghrill, 
but  hia  own  ends  draw  him  ^  now  Chrid  croiTeth 
a  m^n*&  own  ends,  and  to  live  on  him  is  to  live  on  him 
that  will  confound  them  of  their  own  ends,  or  ^Ife  no 
life  ther^  :  Hence  they  live  from  themfdves.  As  it  is 
with  a  crafts-man,  or  artificer,  propounding  the  gain 
or  credit  they  may  get  by  being  excellent  in  their  trade, 
may  by  their  own  dudy  and  frequency  of  a£is,  grow 
dexterous,  and  very  (kilful  at  lad,  and  hence  delight 
in  it ;  fo  here,  profeffion  and  pradlice  of  religion  may 
be  a  maa's  trade  which  he  niay  drive  for  his  own  ends 
and  gain,  and  hence  may  defire  to  be  excellent,  and 
by  endeavQur  be  excellent,  and  profit  exceedingly  in 

many 
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m«ny  excellent  endowments :  hence  he  a£b  and  works 
forhimfelf,  Rom.  i.  14. 

2.  Becaufe  a  man  naturally  knows  not  how  to  fetch 
it  from  Chrift  from  heaven,  Rom.  x.  3. .  Hence  it  is 
with  th^m  as  with  a  ohild  caft  off  by  the  father,  and 
put  to  fome  hard  mailer,  becaufe  they  have  no  father 
to  maintain  them,  they  mud  live  as  they  are,  and  do 
as  well  as  they  can.  A  man  comes  to  pray,  knows  not 
how  to  fetch  ftrength  from  Chrift,  and  he  muft  pray^ 
aad  hence  prays  as  well  as  he  can. 

3.  Becaofe  it  is  fo  hard  a  thing  to  live  upon  ano- 
ther, it  is  eafy  and  fweet  to  a  fpiritual  heart,  but  n>ofl; 
difficult  to  any  carnal  heart,  John  vi.  Chrift  tells 
them  they  muft  eat  his  flefli,  they  fay,  "  Who  can  then 
"  be  faved  V*  and  many  departed.  Men  had  rather 
make  holes,  and  keep  water  in  their  houfe,  than  have 
it  far  to  fetch,  and  when  they  come  to  fetch  it,  to  be« 
ftow  fuch 'ftrength  in  drawing  of  it. 

4.  Becaufe  every  man  thinks  he  loves  and  cares  for 
hinifelf  bcft,  and  fees  no  JGod  nor  Chrift  caring  for  or 
loving  of  him  more  than  himfelf;  hence  a  man  plots 
for  himfelf,  and  lives  for' himfelf,  and  all  from  him- 
fel£  As  when  Jofeph's  brethren  faw  their  brother, 
then  they  came  down  and  lived  upon  him ;  before 
they  came  to  him  indeed,  but  with  their  money,  to 
live  of  themfelves.  And  thus  it  was  with  the  young 
man,  "  Sell  all  and  have  riches  in  heaven:"  No,  he 
loved  himfelf,  aijd  cared  for  himfelf  better  than  lo ; 
hence  would  not  commit  and  give  away  all  to  Chrift. 

5.  Becauf<i  whatever  a  man  does  from  himfelf,  ei- 
ther it  is  good,  or  he  thinks  it  fo,  or  hopes  if  not, 
God  will  accept  it.  Some  evil  in  it  perhaps,  but 
fee  hath  his  allowances  which  will  make  it  go,  fome 
good  dcfires  or  faith  in  Chrift,  and  hence  hopes  if  not 
thinks  God  will  accept  of  what  comes  from  himfelf. 
As,  Prov.  xxi.  2.  *'  All  a  man's  ways  are  right  in  his 
'*  owrn  eyes."  And, truly  nature  and  Satan  have  ever 
been  imitators  and  apes  of  God,  to  forge  and  make 
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grace  like  true  grace,  hence  deceived.  This  bcing^ 
pleafmg  to  men,  is  the  praftice  of  moll  men,  yea,  all 
men  out  of  Clirift.  And  this  is  one  of  the  great  parts 
of  the  inward,  fccrct,  fubtile,  fpiritual  whoredom  of  the 
foul.  Thus  men  may  forrow,  when  yet  there  is  little 
true  forrow,  and  fo  in  other  cafes. 

SECT.    VIL 

Conch  4.   1  HAT    all    thefe    works,    though  good 

in  themfclves,  yet  are  mod  vUe  before  the  Lord;  zs 

.  Chrift  fpeaks  of  the  Pharifees,  it  is  abomination  in  the 

fight  of  God>    which    is  glorious  before  man,   Luke 

xvi.  15. 

'  I.'  Becaufe  hereby  thcf  f>ul  deprives  Chrift  of  the 
end  of  his  coming;  for  all  men  having  loft  the  ftock 
and  power  to  live,  the  Lord  hence  will  truft  no  man 
with  it  again;  hence  puts  it  into  a  furer  and  better 
hand,  that  thither  p  jor,  blind,  dead  creatures  might 
fly  for  life,  and  when  they  ire  there,  live  there  like 
bees  on  their  honey,  J«hn  vi.  27.  and  xvii.  23.  He 
might  never  have  looked  after  you,  and  will  you  de- 
fpife  him  now?  What  folly  and  unkindnefs  is  this^ 
that  when  your  pits  are  dry,  and  bottles  empty,  and 
fouls  miferable  here,  you  will  not,  J  do  not  fay  ftp, 
when  water  runs  by  your  door,  but  not  live. 

2.  Becaufe  whatever  comes  from  felf,  it  is  ever  for 
felf.  A  man  can  do  nothing  from  ^imfelf,  but  his 
laft  end  is  felf.  As  it  is  with  watcr-works,  they  rife 
no  higher  than  the  fpring.  Gen.  xf.  4.  **  This  Babel 
**  I  have  built,"  Dan.  iv.  30.  And  a  man  that  has 
but  et>mmon  grace,  look  as  by  virtue  of  that  grace, 
or  gift  of  God,  he  may  aft  for  God,  becaufe  it  came 
from  God;  [o  nature  and  fin  being  more  powerful 
than  that  grace,  hence  he  never  fo  afts  for  God,^  but 
in  the  laft  place  afts  for  itfelf  as  in  Jehu:  And  fo  a 
man  makes  himfelf  his  own  god. 

3*  Becaufe  whatever  a  man  does  from  himfelf^  he 

wiU 
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Will  grow  proud  of  h,  Rom.  iv.  "  Not  of  works, 
*'  lell  any  man  Ihoiild  '  boaft."  Hence  Joab  fent  to 
David  to  take  the  city  that  he  might  have  the  crown. 
This  robs  Chrift  of  the  glory, 

4.  Bscaufe  whatever  work  is  not' done  by  virtue  of 
the  Lord  Jcfus,  is  ^  dead  work,  which, a  living  God, 
and  a  living  Chrill,  and  a  living  Spirit  loathe  Heb. 
ix.  14.  "  Sprinkle  your  confciences  flora  dead  works.'* 
Deadly  works  are  fins,  dead  works  are  good  works 
done,  but  not  from  the  principle  of  the  life  of  faith,  but 
life  of  nature.  Now,  as  confcience  is  the  principle  of  the 
life  of  nature, fo  Chrift  is  the  principle  of  a  Chriflian  life, 
Col.  iii.  1  John,  v.  lo,  1 1,  1 2.  For  it  is  not  fanftifica- 
tion  that  is  the  principle  of  life,  but  the  life  itfelf  that 
flows  from  it  as  from  union  of  foul  and  body,  the  foul 
is  not  the  life  but  the  principle  of  it;  hence,  as  foon  as 
it  is  out,  the  body  is  dead;  So,  fee.  And  do  you  not 
find  it  thus,  whenas  you  do  many  duties,  how  tedious, 
wearifome  are  they?  yet  muft  be  done,  this  is  a  dead 
Work.  What  comfort,  what  peace  is  there,  when  you 
have  done  them?  becaufe  not  from  life. 

5.  Becaufe  what  comes  from  felf,  comes  from  all 
fin,  it  is  dipt  and  died,  and  tainted  and  poifoned  with 
all  fin  in  a  manner.  **  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing 
out  of  an  unclean  ?" 

6.  Becaufe  when  a  man  will  adt  from  himfelf,  and  not 
fuffer  Chrift  to  aftibr  him,  he  will  not  have  Chrift  to 
reign  over  Jiim,  he  pulls  down  the  kingdom  of  God 
that  lh')uld  be  within  him.  For  when  a  man  pro- 
fcffeth  Chrift  is  king  of  his  church,  he  is  now  a  king 
in  name:  When  a  man  feels  an  impoffibillty  to  rule 
himfelf,  and  hence  defiretU  and  chufeth  Chrift  to  rule, 
now  Chrift  15  a  king  by  choice :  When  the  foul  after 
this  choice,  depends  on  Chrift  for  what*  he  chofe  him 
for,  and  the  Lord  works,  now  Chrift  is  a  king  in- 
deed. Now,  if  you  will  not  have  the  Lord  to  reij^^n 
over  you,  you  will  be  ibund  enemies  to  the  Lord's 
kingdom, 

£  X  SficT. 
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ConcLsIxENCE  it  will  follow.  The  foul  is  to  aft 
wholly  and  only  from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
whatever  fruits  of  love  it  fhews  to  Chrift,  to  bring 
them  forth  from  Chrift.  Which  doth  not  only  con- 
cern them  that  never  yet  knew  Chrift,  and  yet  pride 
up  therafelvcs  in  what  they  have  and  do,  but  thofe 
that  be  in  Chrift  ir\  a  fpecial  manner.  For  John  xv. 
2.  *'  Every  branch  in  me  that  brings  not  forth  fruit.** 
It  is  not  meant  of  one  indeed  in  Chrift,  for  he  ftiall 
bring  forth  fruit;  but  every  branch,  that  is,  by  out- 
ward profcflion,  fo  that  it  brings  not  forth  fruit,  but 
appears  fair,  and  deceives  man,  God  will  caft  away: 
And  without  me,  even  ye  difciples  can  do  nothing. 

^left.  I.  Hiw  is  the  foul  to  aft  from  Chrift  only, 
when  it  hath  life,  efpecially  the  eleft? 

^«f/r.  2.  By  what  meant  may  this  be  done,  to  get 
and  keep  this  chaftity? 

^/^/r.  I.  How  is  the  foul  to  a£l  from  Chrift  alone 
when  there  is  fanclification  within? 

Anf.  I.  If  the  f(^ul  feel  no  power  to  adl  from  grace' 
received,  as  faints  fometimes  do,  either  after  God*s 
deferting  them,  or  their  forfaking  God  long,  or  after 
fome  hardening  fm ;  then  it  is  clear  the  foul  in  this 
cafe  is  (though  not  in  a  way  of  carelefnefs)  to  de- 
pend upon  the  Lord  Jefus,  that  he  would  quicken  and 
help.  As  David  alter  his  grofs  fall,  **  Lord  create  in 
me  a  clean  heart.''  And  Ifa.  Ixiii.  17.  **  Why  haft  thou 
hardened  our  hearts  from  thy  fear?  O  return  I'*  In  this 
cafe  the  foul  is  not  to  bring  the  foul  to  God,  but  God 
to  the  foul.  As  many  a  Chriftian  cannot  prize  nor 
love  the  Lord  nor  his  ways,  be  is  not  to  fay,  I  will 
bring  my  foul  and  oflcr  it  him;  but  look  to  the  Lord 
that  be  would  raife  my  dead  afFedions  again.  As  the 
centurion  of  his  fervant, "  fpeak  the  word,^*  &c.  Chrift 
marvelled  at  his  faith.    Men  think  when  they  feel 

nothing 
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notbingt    that  they  mud  and  can  work  it  eut;    and 
hence  comes  one  of  thefe  three  things, 

1.  Either  the  foul  cannot  love  Ghrift  when  it  fees 
fuch  laws  it  cannot  fubniit  to.  And  hence  a  Chriftian 
once  faid  to  iire.  If  the  lead  thing  was  left  for  me  to 
do  of  myfeif,  I  could  not  love  ChrMl;  but  now  that 
when  Ijrought  low  and  can  do  notiiing,  he  brings  all 
the  help  we  need.  .This  makes  the  fpoufe  g<>  to  the 
bofom  of  her  hufband,  Pfal.  cxvi.  6,  7^    Or  clfe, 

2.  It  cannot  do  ic,.  for  corruptions  in  a  faint  is  too 
hard  for  his  grace,  *'  I  am  but  a  child,  and  thy  peo- 
**  pie  many,"  i  Kings  iii.  7.  Hence  he  mull  be 
ftrong  in  the  Lord. 

Or  3.  If  it  do,  it  never' has  any  peace  in  what  it 
does,  the  duties  never  fo  well  done.  Whereas  other- 
wife  the  pooreft  duty  done  from  Chrift,  witnefs  Hcb. 
xi.  4,  5.  as  a  child  begot  of  the  Father,  he  will  own, 
but  other  children  not.  If  any  poor  tired  heart  that 
hears  me  this  day,  thou  haft  been  making  thy  brick, 
and  promifeS  and  vows  will  not  help;  now  away  to 
the  Lord,  if  ever  help  now  it  is  when  moft  helplefs. 

2.  If  you  can  do  any  thing  favingly  good,  the  foul 
is  bound  now  (by  the  power  of  faith)  to  llir  up  itfelf 
to  aft,  though  not  to  truft  to  it  alone,  for  fometimes 
the  foul  hath  the  regenerate  part  uppermoft,  and  the 
prevailing  Spirit  of  God,  Pfal.  xxi.  3.  which  comes 
to  him,  and  gives  it  power  to  afl:  before  the  foul 
Come  to  it.  Now  a  man  is  bound  to  aft,  becaufe  it 
is  from  Chrill  now.  Hence  Timothy  was  to  **  llir 
up  the  gifti"  2  Tim.  i.  6.  Hence  complained  of 
them,  Ifa.  Ixiv.  8.  "  None  ftirs  up  himfelf  to  take 
**  hold  <5n  the  Lord.'*  A  man  muft  ftir  up  himfelf 
to  believe,  as  well  a4  other  graces,  hence  *^  the  king- 
"  dom  of  heaven  is  taken  with  violence,'*  and 
though  corruption  is  flronger  than  grace,  yet  grace 
affifted  with  the  Spirit,  is  ftronger  than  it,  which  is 
never  quite  out  of  the  foul,  but  it  is  in  the  fjul,'i 
John  iv.  4-     "  Stronger  is  he  that  is  in  you.*'     And 
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it  IS  fald   profeffedljr,    "    He  purgeth  himfelf,    and 
*'  keepeth  himfelf,  the  evil  one  toucheth  him  not,** 
J  John,  V.  1 8.     But  mark,   trull  not  barely  to  this, 
but  when  you  do  this,  withal  rerriember,   Lord  I  can- 
not hold  out  in  this  urilefs  thou  doll  help  me:  But 
know,  Ifa;  xxvi.     '*   The  Lord  is  the  Rock' of  my 
"  llrength."     And  "  if  you  by  the  Spirit  mortify," 
&j,  Rom.  viii,  13.     Therefore  evf  r  hold  up  fails,  but 
look  for  a  wind.     And  if  a  man  be  not  to  do  this, 
then  when  any  finful  temptation  comes,   if  a  man  do 
not  find  the  Spirit  and   ftrenpth  ready  at  hand  to  help, 
if  he  be  not  to  llir  up  himfelf  againll  it,  he  is  to  fuf- 
fer  himfelf  to  be  carried  down  by  it.     Hence  a  man 
may  neglcft  all  duties  a  long  time,  if  he  do  not  find 
the  Spirit  affilUng,  if  fo  be  a  man  mull  not  ftir  himfelf 
up,  and  fo  (will  fome  fay)  a  man  may..     May?  what 
Ihall  I  fay  to  fuch  a  fluggifli  foul,  but  fleep  on?    But 
know  it,  the  Lord  will   awaken  thee,  when  you  fhall 
fay,   O  that  I  had  improyed  ttie  talent   I  had!    And 
if  you  do  find  Chrift  in  fuch  a  condition,  know  it 
they  be  but  the  laft  vifits  of  Chrift  before  he  departs. 
You  can  do  more  than  you  do,  and  the  Lord  will  have 
you  do  it. 

ObjcSl.  But  I  cannot  do  it  for  good  ends  without 
Chrift. 

Anf.  Yet  do  the  things  as  far  as  you  can,  elfe  if 
you  owe  another  a  debt,  and  will  not  pay,  becaufe 
not  for  a  good  end,  that  excufe  will  not  ferve:  So  you 
owe  the  Lord  your  lives,  your  fpirits,  your  abilities; 
lay  them  out  for  the  Lord,  though  eVil  be  in  them,  be 
hu^mbled  for  that.  Is  this  good  requital  to  fay  you 
find  your  hearts  dead  in  prayer,  and  Godi  mujl  do  all> 
and  there  leave  it? 

3.  You  are  to  expefil:  and  look  for  power  f/om  the 
Lord  Jefus  in  the  ufe  of  means,  all  known  means: 
For  faith  fetches  all  from  Chrift,  hence  we  muft  Z^ 
thither  where  Chrift  is  to  be  found,  and  he  dwells  i« 
his   houfe,    ia  his  ordinances:    Therefore  there  y^^ 

giuft 
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rauft  depend  upon  him.  A3  it  is  with  a  merchant, 
he  wades  not  over  the  fea  for  pearls,  but  gets  into  his 
Ihop,  and  there  he  fits  llili ;  fo  here,  Matth.  xiii.  45. 
*'  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  a  merchant-man." 
Hence  you  that  know  you  can  do  nothing,  being  un- 
<ier  a  fpirit  of  convlftion,  and  hence  do  nothing,  un- 
der a  fpirit  of  floih  and  negleil  of  means,  by  virtue  of 
a  fpirit  of  prefumption,  and  lay,  Chrill  niuft  do  ail, 
1  fay  you  take  not  the  right  courfc  tor  the  Lord  to 
help  you  in.  The  Lord  will  never  be  a  flave  to  thy 
iloih,  but  thou  flialt  be  like  a  ftirub,  never  10  fee  good 
when  it  comes,  and  Ihalt  die  in  horror  with  this,  O 
I  might  have  done  more !  Hence  you  are  worfe  than 
the  other,  that  think,  if  a  man  falls^  prays,  watches 
againil  his  didempers,  mourns  for  want  oi  Chrill  and 
grace,  and  follows  God  hard  here,  he  is  a  legal  chrif- 
tian :  Why,  thefe  are  but  his  own  works,  and  this 
is  not  living  on  Chrill.  I  confefs  bare  ufmg  them, 
or  trufting  to  them  is  not,  but  he  that  lives  not  on 
Chrift  in  the  ufe  of  means  (thefe  and  all  other  means), 
to  find  Chrift,  or  enjoy  more  of  Chrift,  Ihall  never 
have  him.  Neither  do  I  know  what  turning  God's 
grace  into  wantonnefs  is,  if  this  bie  not ;  and  under  a 
liberty  to  be  a  fervant  of  corruption.  I  know  not 
whether  it  be  thus  with  any,  but  if  I  did,  I  would 
pity  them; 

4.  If  the  foul  cannot  every  moment  live  on  Chrift, 
that  is,  for  every  particular  a£l,  have  a  diftindt  a6l  of 
faith,  for  this  cannot  be,  yet  every  fit  feafon  that  it 
can,  it  ought  to  look  up  to  the  Lord  for  life  and  frcfli 
flrength.  J*ray  as  it  is  every  fit  feafon.  And  as 
he  brings  forth  fruit,  fo  he  goes  for  fruit  in  feafon, 
Pfalm  \,  3*  And  when  the  foul  does  this,  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  helps,  when  the  aft  is  ceafed. 
Now  the  fit  feafons  are, 

I.  At  .beginning  of  any  aftion,  as  prayer,  hearing, 
reading :  All  the  time  a  roan  is  in  his  journey,  or  in 
his  work,  h«  is  carried  on  by  the  aft  of  faith  at  firft 

E  4  fetting 
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fetting  out :  The  reach  of  faith  is  long,  and  continues 
all  prayers,  all  the  duty  throughout,  the  aft  of  fiiiih 
is  Ihort :  Now  the  Lord  looks  to  his  people  according 
to  the  firft- 

2.  Whea  our  a£l  begins  to  die,  as  Mofes  lifted  op 
his  hands,  and  when  they  were  heavy,  Aaron  and 
Hur  fupported  them  again. 

3.  When  a  man  feels  himfelf  ftrong,  now  apt  to 
be  felf-confident ;  now,  Lord,  for  an  humble  heart! 
And  thus  you  are  to  live  on  Chrift,  which  if  done, 
would  make  a  Chriftian's  life  glorious,  and  give  infinite 
content  to  the  heart  of  Qirift.  But  here  is  the  mi- 
fery,  either  the  hearts  are  full  and  need  not,  or  floth- 
ful,  and  care  not  for  living  fcT.  That  truly  I  do  not 
wonder  to  hear  and  fee  fo  many  withering  trees,  as 
though  blafted  by  wrath,  becaufe  you  fetch  not  all 
out  of  this  ftock ;  and  Chrift  is  fuch  a  ftranger,  be- 
caufe you  arc  fo  feldom  with  him  to  aft  and  bring 
forth  fruit  to  him^ 

SECT.  vr. 

Consider  of  the  means  to  aa  from  Chrift  Jc/us, 

and  indeed  herein  lies  the  fkill  and  life  of  a  Chriftiao, 

and   this  is  the  complaint  of  many  a  foul,    Chrift 

is  full,  and  he  is  not  for  himfelf,  but  for  thofe  that 

want,  and  I  come  to  him  when  I  want  it,  and  yet  1 

find  no  help  ;    and  hence  many  are  brought  to  think 

either  it  is  in  vain  to  come  to  Chrift,'  or  elfe  I  have 

no  faith  in  Chrift ;  I  will  therefore  premife  thefe  three* 

things.  ■ 

I.     That    a    falfe,    double,    treacherous,   difloyal 

heart  to  Chrift  cannot  expeft  any  thing  it  comes  iot 

nnio  Chrift.     As  it  is  with  a  woman,  that  though 

others  do  not,  yet  her  huft)and  knows  ftie  is  falkn 

in  league  with  fome  other  man,  he  will  be  ftrange  to 

her,  and  will  not  do  any  thing  for  her,^John  ii.  l^"* 

♦'  He  knew  what  was  ia  man ;"   as  it  is  in  g^f^» 

James 
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Jame$  i.  7,8.  "  Let  not  a  double-minded  man  think 
to  receive  any  thing  at  the  hands  of  the  Lord."  For 
that  is  the  nature  of  man  under  the  power  of  any 
luft,  it  makes  all  ferve  it,  even  Chrift  himfelf,  which 
he  will  never  do,  *'  I  am  weary  of  your  new  moons,'* 
faitR  the  Lord,  and  you  faft,  and  pray,  and  have  no 
anfwer,  for  you  faft  for  debate  :  and  ther^ore  I  take 
a  man  confidered  as  broken  off  from  the  power  of 
lufts,  not  one  that  feels  himfelf  under  the  power  of  it, 
.  for  fuch  a  one  may  be  delivered  from  it,  fuch  a 
jbul  as  can  fay,  much  ado  have  I  to  feel  my  fm,  and 
.  to  be  willing  to  part  with  it,  but  now  I  am  ;  here  is 
the  foul  I  fpeak  of. 

•  2.  That  the  Lord  in  the  difpenfation  of  grace  to 

his  people,  is  wholly  free  to  give  it  when  he  will*: 

-    for  s^man  that  works  for  his  wages,  muft  in  juftice 

have  his  wages  when  his  work  is  done  :    but  he  that 

begs  for  his  living  muft  be  content  to  ftay.     We  live 

by  faith,  and  free  gift,  not  by  works  and  deferts,  and 

hence  muft  wait  and  ftay,  Mic.  vii.  7.     Hence  let 

i     any  man  think  fenfibly  to  receive  what  he  goes  for  to 

the  Lord  Jefus  prefently,  as  many  feel  a  want  of  grace, 

and  think  the  Lord  hath  promifed  to  help,  and  now 

how  would  it  make  for  his  honour  to  give,  but  find  it 

iK>t,  and  hence  grow  fad  or  difcouraged,  and  think 

it  is  in  vain  to  feek  ?    No,  no ;  Chrift's  hour  is  not 

yet  come,  when  you  think  it  is,  John  ii.  4.  — **  My 

*'  hour  is  not  yet  come  ;''  and  hence  many  get  nothing 

bccaufe  they  ly  out  of  the  way  of  the  covenant,  viz. 

to  think,  O  the  Lord  owes  me  nothing,  and  I^eferve 

the  contrary; 

3.'  That  no  man  is  to  look  to  receive  all  that  which 
he  comes  to  the  Lord  for,  but  only  fo  much  as  is  fit 
*  for  him :  a  man  may  feel  much  ftraitnefs,  and  he 
would  have  many  enlargements ;  he  finds  much 
dcadnefs,  and  he  would  have  deep  overflowing  af- 
feftions,  and  he  comes  to  the  Lord  for  it,  and  the 
Lord  gives  fomc ;    doth  he  not  ?   do  you  not  find'  it  ? 

can 
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can  70U  fay,  you  feek  the  Lord,  and  attend  on  the 
Lord  in  vain,  with  thefe  hypocrites?  Matth.  iii.  14* 
True,  but  yet  raethinks  more  would  be  better.  How- 
do  you  know  that  ?  I  think  fo,  that  it  would  be  more 
for  his  honour  :  You  think  fo,  then  it  feems  you  have 
one  eye  more  than  Chrift,  and  that  he  is  very  caretefs 
and  fooliih  in  raiftng  liis  own  honour  :  O  abhor  thofe 
thoughts,  he  gives  you  fuch  a  coat  as  is  fit  for  you, 
fuch  ^  fail  as  fits  your  boat,  fuch  flioes  as  fit  your 
feet,  Pfalm  xxi.  5.  "  Honour  and  majefty  haft  thou 
**  fitted  for  him :"  therefore  do  not  look  to  receive 
any  more  than  is  fit  for  you,  and  know  it,  that  is  beft 
for  you-  The  phyfician  prefcribes  that  which  is  fit, 
not  that  which  is  moll  defired  of  the  patients :  if  he 
will  not  accept  of  this,  he  will  not  look  after  him, 
I  Cor.  xii.  7,8.' 

4.  Think  not  to  get  any  thing  from  the  Lord  Jefus 
with  eafe,  I  mean  to  the  flcfhly  part :  it  hath  been  an 
old  complaint,  I  go  to  Chrift,  and  fifti  all  night,  and 
caa  catch  nothing  :  and  whyu'  here  is  the  caufe,  they 
cannot  get  it  eafily,  and  therefore  they  cannot  get  it 
at  all,  yea  there  it  is,  Heb.  xi.  6.  This  is  one  of  the 
two  main  handles  of  faith,  "  He  Is  the  rewarUer  of 
*'  all  riiem  that  diligently  feek  him,"  not  negligently : 
and  hence  at  their  firft  converfipn  how  doth  Ghrift's 
fruits  overflow,  and  his.  Jordan  rife  above  its  banks  ! 
and  what  a  deal  does  a  Chriflian  gain,  yet  not  after- 
ward !  fo  in  time  of  great  trouble,  O  it  is  becaufe 
you  feek  him  diligently :  Therefore,  in  prefcribing 
means,  do  not  fay  this  is  hard,  and  fo  depart^  as  thofe 
did  on  The  very  fame  ground,  John  vi.  60. 

SECT.   vn. 

Tte  Means  arc  tbefc. 

Means  i.-LjABOUR  for  a  comprehending  know- 
ledge, what  is  the  love  of  Chrift  to  thee  :  there  is  a 
double  knowledge  of  Chrift's  love.  i.  That 
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1.  That  he  loves  me,  and  this  very  apprehcnfion 
fetches  in  warmth  and  life  into  the  heart,  **  In  thy 
*•  favour  is  life/* 

2.  What  thatlove  is,  and  that  in  all  the  dimenfions 
of  it :    and  beloved,  this   is  that  which  fills  a  man, 
li'ph.  iii.  1 8,  19.  that  as  it  is  with  women,  when  the 
fulnefs  of  the  hufband's  love  is  feen,  it  knits  the  heart 
invincibly  to  him,  and  makes  her  do  any  thing  for  him, 
fa  here.    And  as  we  f^y  of  trees,  if  the  tree  begins  to 
wither  and  die^  the  only  way  is  not  to  call  water  on  the 
branches,  to  pray  for  water  and  dews  from  heaven  on 
tliem,  but  water  the  root.     Love  is  the  next  root  of 
all  grace,  love  Chrift,  and  you  will  never  be  weary  of 
doing  for  Chrift,  love  him,  and  he  will  love  you,  Prpv. 
viii- 17.    Now  what  kindles  love  fo  much  as  this  com- 
prehending knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  his  love, 
this  will  make  a  man  a  burning  beacon  of  love,  make 
a  man  melt  into  love,  which  is  as  Ilrong  as  death, 
much  water  cannot  quench  it,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  **  Love 
*'  of  Chrift  conftrains,"  Gal.  v.  6.  "  Faith  works  by 
"  love :"  Faith  is  bur  feet, whereby  we  come  to  Chrift; 
love  is  our  hand,  whereby  we  work  for  Chrift  :  now 
let  any  chirurgeon's  fervant  come  to  a  chirurgeon  with 
a  broken  arm,  and  tell  him  he  can  do  no  work  for 
him,  therefore  defire  him  to  give  ftrength  to  do  it, 
come,  faith  he,  let  me  heal  your  arm  ^firft  :  no,  by  no 
means;    let  me  firft  do  your  work,  that  fo  you  may 
heal,  and  I  may  feel  my  arm  to  be  whole :    It  can 

i  never  be.  So  it  is  many  a  Chriftian's  courfe,  Lord, 
I  let  me  do  thy  work,  and  hence  he  cries,  Lbrd  give  me 
I  ftrength,  and  then  falls  to  do  it,  and  cannot  without 
pain,  .becaufe  his  love  is  broken.  Many  fay,  I  will 
go  to  Chrift,  and  aft  for  Chrift,  and  then  I  will  think 
the  Lord  loves  me,  but  never  find  it :  firft  fee  and 
comprehend  the  love  of  the  Lord  :  And  truly  this  is 
the  reafon  why  no  heart,  no  ftrength  to  aft  for  God, 
unlefs  it  be  in  a  wearifome  manner  ;  and  why  ?  O  love 
is  out;  and  why  is  that  out  ?  why,  it  is  not  comprehend- 

ed. 


■V         -  =  ■  ' 


76  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

id  by  the  eye  of  faith,  it  is  defpifed  by  fome,  other 
things  are  fweet  to  them,  or  it  is  forgotten  by  others; 
men  remember  not  what  once  they  were,  and  what 
the  Lord  has  done  ;  it  is  feen  a  little,  and  hence  a  little 
life  and  ftrength,  but  it  is  comprehended  by  few.  O 
finful  limes  !  O  unkind  world  !  never  was  my  heart 
fo  dead,  faith  one,  never  fo  ftraitened  and  Ihut  up, 
faith  another,  never  fo  feeble  in  all  duties,  faith  ano- 
ther :  why,  you  fee,  and  tafte,  and  fip  of  this  love, 
bat  you  feed  not  heartily,  abundantly  on  it.  Never 
didft  thou  think  fo  little  of  this  love  ;  for  though  Chrift 
will  convey  rich  grace  to'  his  people,  yet  it  fhall  be  by- 
love-  Ghriftians  will  come  to  Chrift,  and  when  they 
receive  and  feel  the  good  they  come  for,  they  will 
think  of  Chrift's  love,  and  that  he  loves  them  :  no,  firft 
come  unto  the  Lord  Jefus,  being  once  come,  know  he 
will  not  call  thee  away,  John  vi.  37.  then  think  of 
this  love ;  (lay  here,  firft  feed  here,  and  you  may  a£t, 
and  then  the  Lord  will  convey  ftrength  and  power, 
and  enable  you  hereunto :  For  though  when  a  man 
trutts  to  his  love,  as  Peter  without  faith,  a  man  will 
fall  becaufe  he  trufts  to  an  arm  of  flefti :  yet  when 
faith  employs  love,  the  work  is  very  great.  As  a 
fether  has  a  child  who  muft  keep  at  home  with  him, 
but  he  has  never  a  ftewarJ  to  lay  out  that  eftate  for 
him  that  he  means  to  give  him,  but  when  an  able 
Heward,  now  he  gives  his  fon  richly.     So  here  : 

^Ujt.  How  Ihall  I  comprehend  it  ? 

Anf.  Firft,  the  apoftle  prays  for  it.  Secondly,  fee 
what  it  is,  by  his  defcription,  and  meditate  on  it. 

1.  The  breadth,  that  is,  the  fame  love  wherewith 
the  Lord  comprends  all  faints,  as  Abraham,  &c.  thou 
art  as  dear  to  the  Lord  as  he  or  any  in  heaven ;  nay, 
it  may  be  did  coft  more  :  not  a  crofs,  not  a  mercy, 
but  it  is  common  (for  fubftance)  unto  all  fair/s. 

2.  The  length,  from  eternity  to  eternity,  nothing 
can  part,  nothing  fliall  part ;  all  other  things  are  but 
fummer-fwallows  that  build  with  us  for  a  time. 

3.  The 
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3.  The  depth,  that  the  Lord  fliould  look  upon  thee 
when  in  thy  peft-houfe,  when  no  eye  pitied  thee, 
when  as  low  as  the  grave,  nay,  as  low  as  hell*  nay 
lower ;  for  they  in  hell  would  come  out,  thou  wouldll 
not.  Never  think  to  fee  what  infinite  love  is,  till 
thou  feed  infinite  wrath. 

4*  The  height,  to  be  as  happy  as  angels,  and 
more  fo ;  nay,  to  be  all  one  with  Chrift,  and  in 
Chrift,  and  loved  with  the  fame  Jove  Chrift  is, 
John  xvii.   23.  26. 

J.  When  thou  feeft  it  thus,  yet  it  is  the  love  of 
Chrift,  that  paffeth  knowledge :  As  children  cannot 
tcU  how  parents  love  them,  will  you  do  thus  i  It  h 
with  many  Ghriftians  as  it  is  with  many  trees,  the  tre^ 
is  good,  and  the  foil  is  good,  and  rain,  dews,  fun,  Huf- 
band-man  good,  yet  it  begins  to  die,  then  now  pothii^ 
is  wanting,  but  only  to  be  fet  a  little  deeper,  that  it 
may  take  more  root  of  the'foiL  And  fo  here,  there 
is  nothing  wanting  in  many  a  Chriftian,  but  to  be  fet 
a  little  deeper,  and  to  take  more  rooting  in  the  Lord's 
love;  Faith  roots  itfeif  in  God's  love,  and  now  pro- 
fpers  by  lov^.  The  eye  is  but  little,  yet  can  compre* 
hend  a  mighty  world  quickly :  man's  mind  is  but 
little,  yet  can  comprehend,  though  not  the  infinitenefs, 
yet  an  infinite.  If  there  be  this  light  of  glory,  fee  by 
it  all  your  poor  fad  hearts  that  conceive  nothing  but 
terror  and  holinefs  in  God ;  if  you  fee  it  not,  know* 
it  here  is  your  work  now ;  for  the  firft  work  is  tp 
get  faith,  then  to  get  love,  then  to  a£t  from  faith 
by  love.  Now  the  Lord  hath  wrought  the  firft,  and 
thou  art  bufy  a-doing  the  third  work,  not  remember- 
ing the  fecond. 

Means  2.  Content  not  thyfelf  with  feeling  a  want 
of  fupply,  but  labour  to  feel  a  need  of  fupply  from 
the  Lord  Jefus ;  for  many  a  Chriftian  feels  a  want 
of  grace  from  Chrift,  brokennefs,  &c.  fees  he  has  no- 
thing^aiid  is  fom^time  by  fits  troubled  for  the  want  of 
it:  but  he  caa  be  well  content  tho'  he  have  no  fupply^ 

having 
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having  fomewhat  eUe  to  cafe  and  content  him,  he 
feels  no  need  of  fupplyj  fo  as  he  cannot  be  without 
it,  that  his  fpirit  fails  unlefs  the  Lord  Jefus  in  mercy 
give  it,  and  therefore  muft  have  it,  there  is  a  neceffi- 
ty  of  it.  Hence  he  never  finds  fupply,  and  wonders 
at  it  why  it  is  fo :  and  here  it  is,  here  is  his  wound, 
and  fo  brings  up  an  ill  report  of  the  Lord,  faying,  he 
13  loth  to  give ;  and  of  the  ordinances  of  the  Lord, 
it  is  in  vain  to  feek,  and  truly  fo  it  is  to  feek  fo  :  for 
let  thy  condition  be  never  fo  miferablc,  if  thou  fecleft 
a  need  of  fupply,  the  Lord  will  make  bare  his  arm, 
and  work  wonders,  bring  heaven  out  of  hell,  joy  out 
of  forrow,  and"  light  out  of  the  thickeft  darknefs,  and 
floods  out  of  dry  ground,  Ifa.  xliv.  17,  18.  when  the 
ground  is  dry  and  parched,  no  moillure  left ;  now  the 
Lord  pours  out  water  on  this  foul,  Ifa.  xliv.  3.  Heb. 
iv.  lall.  Many  come  to  t]ie  Lord  for  grace,  and  find 
it  not :  me  thinks  I  hear  the  Lord  fpeaking  thus  to 
his  people,  I  love  you  dearly,  and  I  am  content 
to  give  you  any  thing  you  need,  but  you  do  not  need 
my  grace,  my  Spirit,  my  prefence,  that  is,  you  feel  not 
a  need  of  it,  for  if  you  had  it  now,  you  would  not  prize 
it  much,  qor  keep  it  long  :  my  precious  grace  mull 
not  be  fpllt.  Many  know  their  wants  and  diftempcrs, 
and  know  there  is  no  help  in  themfelves,  and  fee  all 
fuluefs  ia  Chrift,  and  hence  comes  to  him,  but  find 
none,  becaufe  they  can  be  content  though  the  Lord 
deny  :  no  nor  never  fhall  unlefs  you  feel  the  woe  of 
your  wants,  that  your  fpirit  fails  if  the  Lord  fend  not 
in  fupply,  Ifa.  Ivii.  16.  *'  I  will  not  contend,  left  tlic 
"  Spirit  fail.''  Hence  there  God  promifeth  to  dwell, 
to  fend  and  create  peace  and.comfort:  for  what  is  the 
reafpn  that  Chriftians  at  firft  beginningr*  feek  peace 
and  merCy,  and  have  abundantly  then  ?  why  truly 
I  was  long  time  before  I  had  any  thing,  but  when  my 
fpirit  began  to  fail,  and  I  gave  all  for  gone,  and  could 
out  no  more,  now  die  Lord  helped  and  pitied  me : 
but  where  are  thofe  comforts,  and  that  pr^^fcnce  of  the 

Lord 


TEN  VIRGINS.  .  Jg 

Lord  now?  Truly  now  you  think  the  worft  is  paft, 
i  and  would  be  glad  of  the  \\f^  of  Chriil,  and  grace 
fromChrift;  but  if  not,  you  have  a  little,  your  ftate 
is  fafe,  and  fo  can  lie  without  putting  yourfelf  to  a 
Bcceffity  pf  it.  Is  it  not  thus?  is  not  this  your  very 
wound?  if  it  be,  for  the  Lord's  fake  then  get  it  healed, 
aod.  do  as  people  in  Chrift's  time,  thofe  that  were 
well,  and  had  not  defperjite  difeafes,  commonly  came 
Dot  to  him,  but  when  the  difeafe  was  dcfperate,  you 
know  the  fame  of  Chrifl  being  fpread  abroad,  then 
they  brought  their  fick,  and  laid  them  before  his 
merciful  eyes;  then  they  lobked  for  the  laying  on  of 
his  hand,  or  a  word  of  his  mouth,  and  all  were  heal- 
ed: fo  do  you,  you  have  heard  of  the  fame  of  Chrift 
and  fecn  others  humbled,  others  pardoned,  lay  thy 
i  Sck  foul  (but  look  that  it  be  fick)  before  bis  eyes, 
.  add  fo  look  for  one  word  of  his  mouth,  as  the  woman 
'  rf  Canaan,  be  may  deny  for  a  time,  yet  Ihe  muft 
hav&  it,  and  the  Lord  will  fay,  *•  Be  it  unto  thee  ac- 
"  cording  to  thy  faith,**  not  according  to  thy  deferts, 
thou  wilt  have  it,  I  muft  give  it,  thou  dieft  without 
it,  behold  I  iive  to  revive  thee,  and  therefore  to  give 
it.  You  come  to  prayer,  and  word,  and  want  many 
things,  but  find  thera  not.  Oh  come  therefore. 
Lord,  I  muft  have,  I  cannot  do  without  fupply.  .Not 
but  that  a  Chriftian  muft  wait,  and  be  content  hum- 
My,  but  not  carelefly:  Therefore  think  with  thy- 
fclf, 

1.  What  is  there  that  I  need  but  this,  the  prefence 
of  God,  the  life  of  God,  &c.  Is  it  not  enough  in 
heaven,  where  is  no  wealth  nor  comforts  elfe?  and  is 
it  not  fufficient  now  ? 

2.  May  I  have  it  on  thi^  condition  (I  muft  have  it^ 
lam  refolved  not  to  go  without  it)  Rev.  xxii.  17.  if 

>  you  will  come,  take  it.    Are  the  terms  fo  fweet? 
•  3.  Do  wicked  men  thirft  more  and  more  after  their 
lufis,  ^nd  is  Chrift}  and  his  grace^  and  his  prefence  no 

better, 
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better,  that  I  have  enough  of  them  quickly  ?  Goid  for- 
bid there  fliould  be  ftich  a  heart. 

4.  Doth  the  leall:  fin  fo  exceedingly  go  to  the  heart 
of  my  God,  and  fliall  I  fuffer  it  not  only  to  aO:  here, 
and  tempt  here,  but  remain  alive  here  ?. 

5.  Is  not  the  Lord,  after  all  love  iHewn  me»  wor- 
thy of  infinite  (not  a  little)  honour  from  me  ?  and 
doth  he  deferve  all,  and  muft  I  not,  fliall  I  not  give  it 
bim  before  I  die?  it  mud,  it  (hall  be  fo.  Now 
when  here  you  feel  a  need,  know  it  that  you  are  at 
the  very  door  of  relief :  I  conceive  this  is  the  great 
door  at  which  Ghrift  enters  into  the  foul.  The  root 
of  faith  (that  is,  the  author,  objed,  and  foundation  of 
faith)  is  out  of  a  man's  felf,  the  door  of  faith  whicli 

-  opens  to  all  treafures  is  in  a  man's  felf:  This  door  is 
not  any  good  in  us,  for  then  we  fliould  have  fomewhat 
to  boaft  of;  nor  fin  in  us,  for  that  Ihuts  out  God  froto* 
us ;  nor  knowledge  of  want,  for  that  the  devils  have, 
but  fenfe  of  want,  which  when  the  faints  have,  now 
the  door  is  opened  for  the  Lord  Jefus  in  all  his  fulnefs 
to  come  in.  Now,  "  If  you  know  thefc  things,  bleffed 
"  arc  you  if  you  do  them." 

^  E  C  T.    Vill. 

Ufe  5.  1  O  all  the  churches  of  the  Lord  Jefus  here 
planted  in  thefc  weftern  parts  of  the  world,  to  main* 
tain  your  church-chaftity  and  virginity,  you  have  a 
name  .of  it  abroad,  pure  chafte  virgin-churches,  not 
polluted  with  the  mixtures  of  mens  inventions,  not  de- 
filed  with  the  company  of  evil  men  :  pure  ordinances, 
pure  people,  pure  churches,  which  is  the  caiife  of 
the  feoffs  and  enmity  of  fome,  but  of  the  defire  and  joy 
of  others.  O  if  there,  how  happy  I  ?  and  how  bleffed 
they  ?  Take  heed  you  do  not  defile  yourfelvcs  again* 
Open  whoredom  is  too  grofs,  too  fhameful,  to  yield 
to  man's  inventions,  to  open  the  door  for  all  copiers 
into  the  chprch :  but  take  heed  of  fecret  whore^otnj 
and  departings  from  Chrift ;    for  think  of  this  fpeech 

when 
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whea  yau  fee  me  dead,  that  of  9II  churches  in  the 
world,  the  Lord  Jefus  carries  a  mod  jealous  eye  oTer 
thcicfbr  whom  he  baa  done  fuch  great  things;  atid 
I  know  it,  be  takes  exceeding  ill  your  fecret  wanton- 
nefs  and  whoredoms  of  heart ;  the  Lord  has  kept  you 
bitherto,  look  you  maintain  it,  for  yoa  may  be  fooa 
deflowered  again;  few  churches  retain  their  purity 
loi^;  agisd,  grey-haired  purity  is  feldoxn  feen.  I  will 
tell  yoa  of  the  feveral  temptations  (fome  at  lead)  that 
Buy  prevail  to  the  defilement  of  you. 

Firfiy  Spiritual  defilement  is  forfaking  of  tho  huf- 

.band,  a  total  fecret  forfaking  of  Chriil;  for  here  is 

the  temptatioa  to  it»  viz.  God's  withdrawing  himfelf 

ia  his  ordinances   from   his  ordinances.     For  three 

forts  of  temptations  make  men  fall  back« 

1.  By  perfecution;  and  there  many  fall  (though 
f^me  hold  out)  as  in  the  ftony  land. 

2.  By  peace;  and  here  many  fall  like  the  thorny 
groutkl;  like  failors  that  in  a  ftorm  at  fea,  every  maa 
is  re^y,  and  will  be  pulling  his  rope,  but  when  a  calm» 
then  go  to  their  cabins,  and  there  fall  afleep,  and  here 

'   many  fall  in  this  place,  and  others  ftand  it  out. 

3.  By  the  Lord's  withdrawing  from  them,  as  thofc*' 
MaL  iii.  14.  and  here  the  great  ones  fall.  Many  come 
to  enjoy  ordinances,  and  perfiscution  vexes  them  not^- 
the  world  is  bafe,  it  troubles  them  not,  and  they  think 
to  find  much,  but  do  not,  but  the  Lord  withdraws^ 
ami  they  can  get  no  good;  hereupon  their  falfe  hearts 
<Ufcover  themfelves,  they  draw  back  frorn  God,  and 
lieilill;  whereas  faints  cry  the  more  into  themfelves^ 
and  find  o\}t  the  caufe  of  it,  and  then  the  Lord  helps 
them,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  17.     Oh  take  heed  of  this. 

I.  Shall  I  for  fake  the  Lord   that   has  done  thefe 
great  things  for  my  foul  ? 
f      2.  Shall  I  now  do  it  after  I  am  fo  near  heaven? 
3*  Shall  I  forfake  him  when  he  departs  from  me  but 
&r  a  time  it  may  be,  when  as  he  followed  me,  when 
I  departed  long  (rpm  him  f 
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4.  Is  It  not  hell  to  die  without  him?  and  Ihall  it  not 
bQ  death  to  live  without  him  ? 

5.  Does  he  depart  without  a  caufe;  he  has  no  caufe 
to  follow  me,  I  have  all  reafon  to  follow  him;  the 
Lord  grant  you  may  do  fo. 

Secondly,  Secret  defilement  is  by  negle£t  of  private 
communion  with  him:  this  is  whorifh  in  a  wife.  Here 
is  ftronger  temptation  to  neglect  private  prayer  and 
meditation;  partly  by  want  of  room,  partly  by  multi- 
tttdes  of  bufmefics,  and  work,  and  cares  hereabout, 
that  being  weary  in  the  day,  fleepy  at  night,  bufy  in 
the  morning  prayer,  meditation,  daily  examination 
are  fent  away  as  Paul  from  Felix,  we  will  fpeak  with 
thefe  at  fome  more  convenient  feafon;  and  hence 
ilraitnefs  of  heart  toward  Chrill,  and  no  means  do 
good.  O  ^beloved,  have  you  fuch  a  hufband  as 
Chrift  in  heaven,  that  loves  thy  looks,  thy  company, 
thjr  fighs,  thy  fpeeches,  and  will  you  negleft  him  thus? 
what,  nj  love?  2.  Is  he  not  broken  with  this  whorifh 
heart?  3.  Is  that  fpeech  worth  any  thing  with  you, 
•*  We  fliall  ever  be  with  the  Lord,''  doth  it  comfort 
you  to  think  of  being  ever  with  him,  and  now  neglett 
him?  where  are  your  hearts? 

Thirdly,  Secret  defilement  is  by  bringing  other  lo- 
vers into  the  fame  bed,  the  fame  heart  with  him: 
and  here  the  temptation  to  this  is  ftrong,  for  moft 
men  have  loft  and  funk  in  their  eftates,  and  it  is  hard 
to  live  lower  than  we  did,  and  this  is  a  grief,  and  here 
grief  for  lofs  has  a  vent  by  greedinefs  and  purfuit  after 
more.  In  other  places  men  had  a  very  comfortable 
cftate,  hence  rej'^iced  in  what  they  had,  and  did  not 
greedily  defire  more;  but  now  want  makes  men  hungry 
and  greedy:  and  now  when  a  man  has  thought  and 
looked  about  him,  and  feen  what  he  may  gain  by 
his  labour  of  many  acres,  by  his  goats  and  cattle  ia 
fo  many  years;  now  he  cafts  himfelf  into  the  worlds 
and  alfo  will  not  forfake  Chrift  utterly,  but  bring  both 
into  the  fame  heart,  ^^^}^,  ^^U  have  fome  love,  fome 

delirc. 
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defire,  b,at  the  world  as  much,  and  Co  the  heart  ia 
divided;  and  hence  fome  let  high  prices  on  their 
corn, commodities,  cattle;  others  look  for  large  wages^ 
&3.  and  yet  Chrift  too.  Hence  men  cry  oat  of  the 
world  becaufe  it  hinders  theifi  from  Chrift;  and  yet 
bring  it  into,  and  hug  it  in  their  hearts,  becaufe  they 
xnuft  have  it  in  the  bed  with  Chrift.  It  was  the 
fpecch  of  one,  that  he  never  heard  of  any  faint  ia 
fcripture  given  to  covetoufncfs,  fome  to  one  fin,  fome 
to  another,  but  none  to  that  {  I  have  heard  of  Lot^ 
but  Gud  fired  him  out  of  his  eftate  at  laft;  and  that 
is  all  I  would  fay  to  this. 

Fourthly,  Secret  defilements  is  by  decaying  in  love 
to  tbofe  whom  Chrift  loves,  and  thofe  are  his  faints^ 
aad  temptations  are  ftrong  in  this  place  to  this:  i.  Be- 
caufe we  have  multitudes  of  them;  even  gold  itfelf 
being  fo  common  as  to  pave  our  ftreets*,  is  defpifed. 
2.  Becaufe  there  wants  a  common  enemy  to  drive 
them  together.  Take  feveral  men  that  never  knew 
one-another,  yet  in  time  of  war  they  will  love  abun* 
dantly,  and  then  encourage  one-another,  and  cail 
with  joy  lie  together;  fo  it  is  here,  hence  arife  your 
petty  duels  and  jars  in  churches,  furmifings,  cenfurings, 
fccc.  and  the  reafon  is  this,  there  is  little  love  to  faints, 
and  for  want  of  this,  men  fliall  not  know  whether  yoii 
be  Chrift's  difciples  or  no.  Be  thy  brethren  faints  dr 
not  I  bear  they  the  iipage  of  Chrift  or  no  ?  if  they  do 
»ot,  why  not  convince  them,  admonifli  them  ?  and  if 
they  will  not  be  better,  away  with  them;  if  they  be» 
O  bear,  O  love,  O  tender  them,  as  thou  lookeft  the 
Lord  Jefus  fliould  tender  thee.  And  therefore  let  the 
image  of  Chrift  appear,  and  th^n  fee  it,  and  then  love, 
and  then  no  more  breaches  will  follow :  if  not,  the 
Lord  can  and  will  foon  fend  wolves  to. make  fheep  run 
more  together. 

Fifthly,  Letting  a  new  generation  of  harldts  into 
Chrift^s  bofora,  1  mean,  not  greatly  caring  for  pofteri* 
ty,  that  they  may  know  and  ferve  this  God;  for  after 
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this  generation  is  pad,  oor  chjIdreD  are  to  follow, 
and  It  is  very  rare  that  they  prove  right,  yet  it  may 
be  fo.  Hearken  therefore,  yuu  parents/  if  God 
brought  them  over  for  this  end,  and  if  they  never 
krtew  iGod,  what  a  fad  thing  it  would  be?  or  if  they 
be  brought  forth  to  pull  down  the  temple  of  God.. 
O  therefore,  i.  Be  careful  of  a  pious  education  of 
them  in  fchools,  in  private,  and  take  forae  courfc  for 
that  end  before  others  come  over,  this  will  draw  them. 
2.  O  make  many  prayers  for  them.  j.  Set  faiih 
a-work  in  GocVs  promife;  as  one  faid,  he  would  not 
abate  the  Lord,  though  he  gave  it  him  in  ninety^mncy 
of  that  one.  Leave  in  record  what  the  Lord  has 
done  for  you,  that  the  Lord  may  be  with  them,  and 
th^  all  thefe  churches  may  be  the  glory  of  Chrift, 
and  then  yon  fhall  enter  into  the  bride-chamber  of 
the  Lamb  at  lad. 


CHAP.  VIL      SECT.  L 

Concerning  a  Cbrijxian*s  duty  of  being  conftantly  and 
continually  ready  to  meet  Cbriftf  and  to  enjoy  com* 
inuniott  wisi  bim. 

2*  Took  tbeir  Lamps* 

MUCH  duft  is  raifcd,  and  much  difputc  is  made, 
efpecially  by  Popilh  interpreters,  what  the 
lamps,  what  the  oil,  what  the  veffels  fhould  be?  The 
general  conceit  of  moll  of  them  is,  that  by  oil  is  meant 
good  works;  and  by  lamps,  faith  anfwerable  to  their  . 
own  conceit;  that  not  faith  but  good  works  chiefly 
fave:  Whereas  if  we  confider  the  thing  rather  e  contra^ 
that. by  lighted  lamps  are  meant  good  works,  or  cter- 
nal  fhining  profeffion*  according  to  that  of  Chrift, 
Mat.  V.  **  Let  your  light  fo  Ihine  before  men,"  8cc.  and 
that  by  oilihould  be  meant  failh^  becaufe  it  is  inward^ 

and 
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and  Is  the  nouriflimcnt  of  works  and  oHtward  profef- 
fion.  And  in  this  fcnfc  fome  of  our  divines  do  take 
this  Jcripture;  and  the  rhemilts  likewiTe,  who  under- 
hand by  lamps  lighted,  goud  works;  by  oil  a  good  m- 
tention:  To  which  it  is  anfwercd  by  Gartwriglit  (that 
burning  and  ihiuiug  ilght  of  oar  times)  that  rather  by 
lamps  lighted  is  to  htt  underilood,  **  watchful  minds 
^  always  lifted  up  tn  aitending  for  the  coming  of 
*'  Chrift/'  according  as  it  is  ver.  13.  And  1  doubt 
not  but  this  is  one  thing  aimed  at,  that  they  **  took 
"  their  lamps/*  that  is,  were  watchful  for  Chrid's 
coming.  But  when  I  weigh  other  circum fiances,  me- 
thinks  there  is  fomewhat  clfe  more  plainly  and  princi- 

Eally  intended,  of  which  I  fcarce  read  any  divine,  but 
e  gives  a  hint  of,  viz.  thatM>y  lighted  lamps,  and 
taking  of  them,  is  meant  nothing  elfe  but  the  readinefs 
if  the  churches  "to  meet  and  to  have  fellowlhip  with 
the  Lord  Jefas.     And  my  reafons  are  tbcfe : 

Bccaafe  the  Lord  Jefus  to  teach  his  people  watch- 
fttlnefs,  and  to  put  them  to  a  narrow  fearch  of  them- 
felvcs,  barrows  a  fimilttude  from  the  cuftom  of  thofe 
times,  wherein  their  marriages  were  celebrated  in  the 
»ight^  and  hence  the  Virgins  (the  only  children  of  the 
bride-chamber,  and  fonie  think  their  number  never 
exceeded  ten)  being  to  walk  out  in  the  niglu,  took 
their  lamps:  and  when  they  had  kindled  their  lamps 
(ofually  the  laft  thing  that  is  done),  now  they  are  ready- 
to  go  out,  and  this  is  that  which  Chrift  alms  at. 

2.  From  Luke  xii.  35.  "  Let  your  loins  be  girt, 
and  lamps  burning;"  it  is  evident  that  thereby  is  meant 
nothing  clfe  but  readinefs  to  meet  the  L'^^rd  whenever 
he  coraes;  for  when  loins  are  girt,  then  one  is  fit  for 
travel,  but  feeing  it  is  in  the  night,  hence  lamps  mull 
be  burning  too. 

3,  Becaufe  it  U  faid  pilairily,  ver.  10.  when  their 
lamps  were  kindled  again,  **  they  that  were  read/ 
went  in;^'  I  know  the  word  is  called  a  lamp  for  our 
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feet,  Pfal.  cxix.  and  fo  by  lamps  may  be  meant  minds* 
enlightened  and  kindled  by  the  word.  The  eminent 
profcffion  and  excellencies  of  the  church  is  like  a  lamp, 
Ifa.  Ixii.  I.  and  more  particularly  may  be  here  inclu- 
ded and  aimed  at:  but  in  this  verfe  lamps  are  fpoken 
of  in  general,  including  light,  oil,  Veffels;  and  hence 
I  give  this  general  interpretation  here,  intending  par* 
ticulars  if  need  be  afterward :  So  that  now  fliall  only 
raifc  this  point. 

SECT.    II. 

JDo£l.  1  HAT  all  thofc  that  are  efpoufed  unto  Chrift, 
ought  to  be  in  a  condant  or  continual  readinefs  to 
meet  Chrift,  and  to  have  immediate  communion  with 
Chrift. 

A  woman  may  be  efpoufed  to  another,  and  yet  fbe 
may  be  fometimes  not  ready  to  meet  him,  her  foul  ap- 
parel is  on.  So  here,  therefore  it  is  not- enough  to 
be  efpoufed  unto  Chrift,  but  being  efpoufed,  now  you 
ought  to  be  in  a  continual  readinefs  to  clafp  the  Lord 
in  your  arms,  and  to  lay  your  heads  in  his  bofom  in 
heaven:  This  is  commanded  by  Chrift,  Mat.  xxiv. 
44.'  This  was  the  mighty  power  of  God's  grace  in 
Paul,  when  others  were  weeping  to  think  of  his  bonds, 
**  Why  do  you  break  my  heart;  I  am  ready  not  only 
*'  to  be  bound,  but  to  die  for  Chrift/*  and  fo  doubt- 
lefs  to  be  with  Chrift ;  much  more  ready  to  meet 
Chrift  whenever  he  Ihall  come,  ready  to  welcome 
death,  much  more  ready  to  welcome  Chrift,  A6ls 
xxi.  13.  This  alfo  is  the  end  of  John's  miniftry, 
Luke  i.  17.  To  make  ready  a  people  prepared  for 
the  Lord,  to  meet  with  Chrift  on  earth;  now  he  is 
gone,  our  work  is  to  prepare  a  people  to  meet  the 
Lord  in  heaven.  Hence  this  is  put  in  as  the  differ- 
ence  between  veffels  of  wrath,  and  veffels  of  glory; 
the  one  are  fitted  for  deftruftion,  the  others  are  fitted, 
prepared,  or  made  ready  for  glory,  and  the  glory  of 
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ft  Chriftian  is  chiej9y  to  enjoy  fellowfhtp  immediately 
with  Jefus  Chrift.  There  is  many  a  Ibul  dear  unto 
Chrifty  and  efpoufed  to  him,  and  has  hia  heart  af- 
fe^edto  think  of  the  good  time  that  is  coming,  when 
we  fliall  ever  be  with  the  Lord:  but  afk,  are  you  rea- 
dy yet  for  to  go  to  him,  though  it  be  through  fires, 
waters,  thorns,  forrows,  death  itfclf?  who  can  fay 
yes?  but  (fay  mens  hearts)  Ihut  the  Lord  out  a  littlb 
longer,  let  not  the  door  ftand  open  yet;  yet  this 
mult  be :  And  therefore  for  explication's  fake,  let: 
me,  1.  Shew  you  when  the  foul  is  in  readinefs  for  the 
Lord  Jefus.  2.  The  reafons  why  there  mull  be  a 
coatinuai  readinefs. 

SECT.    IIL 

%f/>.  When  is  the  foul  in  readinefs  to  enjoy 
Chrift  ? 

Anf.  AsL  there  are  four  things  which  make  a  Chrif- 
tiao  unready,  fo  this  readinefs  confids  in  four  things 
contrary. 

I.  That  which  makes  a  Chriftian  unready  for  him, 
we  thofe  ftrong  fears,  and  jealoufies,  and  damping 
doubts  of  the  love  of  Chrift  to  him.  The  foul  hap- 
pily has  made  choice  of  hjra,  is  content  with  him, 
melts  into  wonderment  and  love  to  think  that  he 
ftould  k)ve  him  :  what  me  ?  and  Chrift  has  writ  him 
on  his  heart,  and  on  the  palit?«  of  his  hands?  '''But 
**  Ifracl  faith.  My  God  hath  fOrfaken  me,  my  God 
I*  hath  forgotten  me,'*  Ifa.  xlix.  14.  Is  it  poflible  I 
is  it  credible  ?  one  that  has  been  fo  vile,  one  that  ftill 
tas  fuch  a  heart,  for  him  to  fet  his  lieart  on  rae  ? 
fiircly  no  :  hence  the  foul  is  afraid  to  die,  and  defires 
too  much  to  live  ftill :  and  the  more  he  thinks  of  that 
time,  and  bleffednefs  of  following  the  Lamb  where- 
ever  he  goes,  the  more  he  fears  and  fees  this  may 
poffibly  never  be  my  portion':  there  may  be  fome 
ialfcnels  in  my  heart  towards  him  that  I  never  yet  faw, 

F  4  fome 
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feme  fecrct  knot  that  was  never  yet  miloofisd :  and 
hence  not  yet  ready.  Hence  many  a  Chriftian  faiA, 
if  I  had  a  little  more  affurance  let  him  come  when  he 
will :  Thus  forae  think  it  was  with  Hezekiah,  who 
though  he  walked  before  God  with  a  perfefl  heart, 
yet  bitterly  complained  that  he  was  cut  off,  Ifa.  xxKvifi. 
per  totum.  So  therefore  then  the  foul  is  ready  aad 
prepared  for  him,  when  he  has  fome  comfortable  .af- 
furance of  the  love  of  Chrift  towards  him,  that  it  can 
fay,  if  I  live  he  loves  me,  though  he  kills  me  by  death, 
yet  I  know  that  he  loves  me  :  nay,  then  he  loves  mt 
moft,  when  he  puts  an  end  to  my  fins,  and  to  my 
forrows  too  :  And  therefore  now  faith,  as  one  ready 
to  receive  a  prince,  Now  let  him  come  to  me,  or 
fend  for  me  when  he  will :  why  fo  ?  **  Who  can  fepa* 
•*  rate  me  from  the  love  of  Chrifl?"  Rom.  viii,  35. 
That  look,  as  it  is  with  a  foldier  that  is  to  go  to 
war,  where  many  bullets  and  arrows  are  like  to  fell 
about  him,  and  that  while  he  has  no  armour  on ;  call 
him  to  the  captain,  and  he  will  fay  he  is  not  ready 
yet,  but  when  he  has  his  armour  of  proof  on,  and 
fuch  armour  that  he  knows,  let  him  receive  nevet  fo 
many  wounds,  yet  he  fliall  efcape  with  his  life,  and 
triumph  with  his  captain  afterward  :  Now  give  him 
but  his  watch-word,  ht  is  ready,  though  never  fo 
weak,  yet  I  am  fure  I  fliall  efcape  with  my  life,  nay 
not  fo  much  as  hurt.  So  a  Chriftian  wanting  his  af- 
furance, wants  his  armour  ;  he  is  weak,  and  powers  of 
darknefs  will  aflault  him,  and  he  is  flain  by  them, 
now  he  is  unready ;  but  if  alTured,  though  weak  and 
feeble,  he  is  now  at  Chrift's  watch-word,  I  Icnow  I 
iliall  live,  I  may  fall,  but  I  fhall  rife  again  ;  this  puts 
'courage  and  fpirit  into  a  Chriftian,  Dan.  iii.  xy^  xB. 
Heb.  xi.  35,  Others  were  tormented,  (and  fo  rea- 
dy) "  Met  accepting  deliverance  ;**  why  fo  ?  to  '*  ob- 
*'  tain  a  better  refurredlion,"  which  they  arefaid  to  fee 
by  the  eye  of  faith,  and  this  was  by  poor,  weak  wo-» 
men ;   therefore  labour  for  this,  t\h  not  prepared* 

The 
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The  Lonl  would  have  his  people  look  death  and  dan* 
gers  in  the  face^  find  triumph  in  forrows,  znd  not 
faint-hearted,  («rhich  cannot  be  done  without  this) 
that  the  world  may  fee  that  there  is  more  than  men 
hi  them,  2  Cor.  iv.  16, 17,  x8«  and  v.  i.  Who  would 
be  without  this  ?  yet  may  we  not  complain,  as  Chrift 
of  his  difcrples,  "  Oh  foolilh  and  flow  of  heart  ta 
**  believe  all  that  ia  written,"  fo  many  promifes  yet  not 
aflured)  fo  many  •experienoes  yet  not  eilablilhed,  and 
.  therefore  not  yet  prepared  and  ready  for  the  coming 
of  tht  Lxyrd  ?  A  man  that  has  a  fair  eftate  and  houfe 
befallen  him,  fo  long  «s  he  is  m  fuit  for  it,  dares  not 
dwell  in  it,  but  makes  a  iliift  where  he  is :  but  thon 
he  is  ready  when  quiet  poffeffion  is  given  him.  So 
get  the  Lord  to  pafs  fentence  for  afluranoe  -of  your 
everlaftiog  habitation,  then  are  you  ready  to  dwell 
therein. 

2.  Then  a  man  is  unprepared  for  the  Lord  Jefus 

Itts  comtng,  while  he  wants  affections  fuitable  to  the 

inajelly,  and  according  to  the  worth  and  love  of  the 

Lord  Jefus.     Suppofe  a  woman  knows  her  hufband'a 

love,.yct  if  fhe  have  loft  her  love  to  him,  or  if  Ihe  love 

Km,  it  is  only  as  ftie  loves  another  man,  not  according 

to  the  worth  of  her  hulband's  perfon,  or  tlie  great nefa 

of  his  love :  Is  Ihe  fit  now  to  appear  before  him,  when 

BO  heart  to  receive  him  ?  fo  although  yoa  queftion  ndt 

Chrift's  love  to  you,  and  thank  God  you  doubt  littte 

of  it,  yet  where  is  your  heart  ?  your  love  to  him  ?  have 

you  not  loft  your  love,  your  firft  love,  or  fecond  love? 

if  yon  "have  love  it  is  not  divided  to  other  things,  aa 

wife,  child,  friends,  hopes  of  provifion  for  them,  and 

too  nmch  care  ticretrpon  for  that  ?    or  if  you  do  love 

him,  it  is  with  a  carnal  love,  he  is  no  more  than  a  luft 

hath  had,  and  it  may  -be  not  fo  much,  it  is  witha  cold 

love ;  now  yon  are  unfit  for  him  :    hence  the  Lerd^ 

Loke  xxi.  34.  "  Take  heed  -your  hearts  be  not  over^ 

charged,"  1  Pet.  iv.  7.     Now  therefore  then  the  fout 

is  prepared  to  in^etChriftj  when  if  the  foul  has  loft 
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its  affeflions,  it  recovers  them  out  of  the  hands  ^f  all 
creatures  that  ftole  them  away  from  Chrift,  and  hence 
David  prays»  *'  Oh  fpare  that  I  may  recover  my 
"  ftrength  :"  and  when  it  breaks  out  with  fuch  love 
to  Glirill  as  is  fitting  for  him,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  there  is 
the'  righteous  Judge  ready  to  give  the  crown,  when 
Chriil's  appearing  is  loved,  that  is,  they  are  fo  taken 
with  him,  as  that  they  love  the  lopks  of  him,  it  would 
rejoice  my  heart  to  fee,  which  Ihall  make  others  trem- 
ble to  behold  him :  Oh  it  mud  be  a  dear  love,  a 
fpring  of  running  love  without  meafure,  for  this  is 
the  difierence  between  aiFe£tions  of  faints  and  hypo- 
crites to  Chrill,  the  one  arifes  like  a  morning-dew 
which  is  foon  licked  up  by  the  fun,  Hof.  vi.  4.  the  heat 
of  affedkions  after  other  things  licks  it  up ;  but  the 
love  of  faints  to  Chriil  is  like  a  fpring  which  rifes  to 
cverlafting  life  ;  a  fpring  is  but  little,  but  yet  the  fer- 
ther  it  goes,  the  wider  it  is,  till  at  laft  fwallowed  up 
in  the  fea,  and  there  is  no  meafure  of  water:  fo 
faints  have  but  a  little  love,  but  the  longer  they  live, 
the  more  enlarged  for  Chrift,  and  there  is  no  mea- 
fure, but  all  is  too  little,  they  never  can,  never  do 
love  enough,  fo  that  look  as  it  is  faid  in  another  cafe» 
Pfalm  cii.  13,  14.  "  It  is  time  for  thee  to  build  up 
^^  Jerufalem,"  that  is,  to  return  to  thy  people  in  thy 
"  ordinances,  for  **  they  love  the  ftones;"  fo  then  it 
is  time  for  Chrift  to  come,  and  then  the  fit  and  fet 
lime  is  come  for  a  people  to  meet  with  Chrift  out  of 
ordinances,  when  the  fet  time  is  come  when  they  love 
ordinances,  and  love  Chrift  much  more.  When  a 
jman  is  gone  beyond  fea,  and  all  his  friends  and  eftate 
Ere*at  home,  they  long  for  him,  and  he  is  left  among 
enemies:  Why  comes  he  not  to  them?  why  fend  they 
inot  for  him?  why  they  know  he-  is  fickly,  and  cannot 
live  on  the  diet  of  the  cbuntry ;  hence  he.  is  unfit 
to  come  ;  but  when  once  that  is  come  to  psfs, 
that  he  can  live  only  on  it,  then  he  is  ready  whenever 
.they  fend :  fo  when  men  can  live  with,  and  be  con- 
tent 
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tent  alone  with  Chrift  and  his  love,  now  they  arc  fit. 
With  what  face  can  a  man  appear  before  Chrift,  when 
he  requires  nothing  but  love,  and  he  has  not  that. 

3.  Then  a  man  is  unready  for  ChriR,  while  he 
ncglcds  the  work  of  Chrifl,  for  fuppofe  a  man  has  fome 
inward  love  to  Ghrilt,  yet  neglefts  and  has  no  heart 
to  do  the  work  of  Chrill :  he  is  as  yet  no  more  fit  to 
meet  Chriil,  than  a  fieward  who  has  had  much  be- 
troftcd  him,  to  improve  for  his  Lord's  ufe,  and  he 
has  let  all  feafons  go  wherein  he  might  have  traded 
for  him,  and  gained  fome  what  to  him.  How  can  he 
aj^ar  before  him  when  no  fair  account  is  to  be  feen; 
fo  the  Lord  has  betrufled  thee  with  many  talents, 
times,  firengthy  means,  &c.  and  you  are  not  lords, 
hot  ilewards  of  all  thefe.  Now  do  you  not  let  many 
fair  feafons  and  winds  blow  by  ?  you  have  (if  efpouf- 
cd  to  Chrift)  every  man  fome  work.  Now  how  can 
you  ftand  before  Chrift,  if  that  be  negledled  ?  Oh  thus 
it  is  with  many  Chridians  ;  hence  thofe  fad  alarms 
ofconfcience,  and  (baking  of  God's  Spirit,  after  many 
loofe  days  dipt  in  fome  good  duties.  What  doft 
thou  that  others  do  not  that  never  fhall  fee  God's  face 
in  heaven  ? 

Now,  therefore,  then  the  foul  is  ready  for  the  Lord^ 
when  it  is  daily  at  it,  finifliing  God's  work :  hence 
John  xvii.  5.  "  I  have  finilhed  my  work,  now  glorify 
"  me.'*  Chrift  has  given  us  our  lives*  work,  day's 
work,  every  hour's  work;  for  Chrift  has  ever  em- 
ployment ;  now  though  a  foul  may  live  long,  and 
cannot  finifli  its  life's  work,  yet  if  it  finifli  its  day's 
work,  or  hour's  work,  it  may  have  comfort  then  if  the 
Lord  (hould  come.  That  look  as  it  is  with  a  mari- 
ner when  he  has  his  freight,  now  let  the  wind  cotpe 
to  drive  him  out  of  the  haven,  he  is  ready  to  depart : 
fo  hcre^  i  Pet.  i.  8,  9,  lo,  ii.  "  If  ye  do  thefe  things, 
"  and  abound,  an  open  entrance  fhall-  be  miniftrcd 
"  unto  you ;"  that  is,  when  a  Chriftian  is  ever  afling  for 
Chrift,  and  adding  one  grace  to  another  in  his  courfe, 

then 
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then  he  is  fo  ready  that  an  open  eotraaoe  is  made  Sur 
him:  Tbcreforc  look  after  this.  It  is  with  mqft  pro- 
feAbrs  commonly,  as  it  is  with  a  woman  that  loves 
her  hufband^  and  begins  to  drefs  berfelf,  but  fo  much 
bufincfs  to  do,  that  ftie  doth  it  but  by  ftarts  ;  hence 
call  her  never  fo  late,  Ihe  will  fay  Ihe  is  not  yet  ready, 
ihe  has  fo  much  to  do  ihe  canpot ;  fo  it  is  here :  or, 
as  it  is  in  a  houfe  where  all  things  are  in  a  lumber, 
and  many  things  wrapt  up  and  put  into  holes ;  io  long 
as  all  things  be  in  a  lumber,  there  is  no  readineis. 
So  many  a  foul  has  a  heart  fit  to  receive  Chrift, 
but.  all  things  are  in  a  lumber,  in  a  confuikm,  out  of 
place  and  order,  and  hence  not  yet  ready  to  etiter- 
tain  Chrift,  but  when  this  work  is  done,  then  ready. 
Oil  betimes  do  thi€  work,  fet  things  to  ri^t  ifi  your 
fouls. 

4.  Then  a  man  is  unready,  when  having  done  his 
work  he  grows  pufc  up  with  it :  for  let  all  the  three 
formar  be  wrought  in  tlie  foul,  if  now  the  foul  be  puft 
xip,  thinks  highly  of  itfelf,  attributes  any  thing  to  it- 
kK:  as  he  fatd  in  another  cafe,  *^  they  are  too  many 
*♦  for  the  Lord ;"  fo  he  is  too  big  for  the  Lord.— 
And  truly  thus  we  fliall  find  it  is  pretty  eafy  to  be  mean 
in  our  own  eyes,  after  we  have  been  indeed  carelefs 
and  vile  before  the  Lord;  but  when  the  Lord  has 
mightily  aflilted,  enlarged,  affured,  enabled,  com- 
f(jrted,  quickened,  now  to  be  as  nothing,  this  is  diffi- 
cult. Hence  Knox  on  his  death-bed  had  this  tempta-* 
tion  of  meriting  :  when  Hezekiah  was  fick,  he  was  caft 
ck>wn,  but  when  well,  and  God  gave  him  great  trea- 
furcs,  his  heart  was  lifted  up,  now  he  was  unfit. 
Now,  therefore,  when  a  GhriRian  is  ready  to  give  all 
tp  free  grace,  and  to  adore  that,  now  he  is  ready  for 
the.  Lord,  Pfalm  cviii.  i.  "  My  heart  is  prepared,  I 
**  will  Rng  and  g^ve  praife/'  God's  lalt  end  is  to 
bring  the-fotiS  to  the  praife  of  the  riches  of  his  grace, 
not  only  to  enjoy  God  -as  Adam.  Now  the  great 
r^afoa  why  Chrift  comes  not  to  his  people  prefently 

after 
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a&erdtey  are  efpoufed  to  him,  it  is  to  make  them  rea« 
dy  to  attain  that  end.  H^nce  he  leaves  Tin,  terapta- 
tioMi  forrows,  defertions,  on  purpofe  that  they  may 
at  cooclttfion  look  back,  and  fee  if  ever  faved,  par* 
doned^  it  is  grace.  Now  therefore  when  the  foul  is 
brought  te  do  this,  when  he  has  this  rent  in  his  hand, 
nov  the  Lord  is  ready  to  receive  him,  and  it  too,  and 
he  is  prepared  for  the  Lord :  he  that  has  not  hts  rent 
rtady,  himfclf  is  not  as  yet  at  all  ready  to  meet  with, 
and  fee  his  landlord.  So  that  you  thinks  you  boaft 
not,  O  the  Lord  fees  you  do,  or  have  not  hearts  fo 
enlarged  towards  grace  as  you  ihould,  it  is  certain  you 
are  yet  unready  then;  but  when  empty,  and  poor, 
andcail  down,  and  makttl  an  infinite  matter  of  a  fmalt 
fin,  uid  fietteft  a  high  price  on  a  little  love,  much 
more  on  infinite,  now  you  are  prepared:  hence  David 
.faAa  a  praifing  when  near  to  death,  and  the  Lord  near 
tooome  to  him. 

SECT.    IV. 

Seafoni.  X  HE  law  of  refpeft  and  love  requires 
this  of  us :  when  Peter  would  exprefs  his  love  unto 
Cbrift,  Luke  xxii.  33'.  be  profeffes  he  was  *'  not  only 
**  ready  to  go  to  prifon,  but  to  die  with  him.'*  Chrift 
has  poor  refpe£t  and  love  if  na^n  will  not  fo  much  as 
he  alway  ready  to  receive  him :  it  certainly  argues  a 
carelefs  heart  that  flights  Chrift,  that  is  not  ever  pre^ 
pared  to  receive  Qirift, 

2.  Becaufe  the  time  of  Ch rill's  coming  is  then 
when  we  leaft  look  for  him,  ycr.  13.  Hence  a  Chrif- 
tiaa  ought  to  be  ever  ready  to  receive  him.  Many  of 
cmiaent  parts,  when  the  church  had  moll  need  of 
thcra,  then  are  cut  down:  many  at  their  firft  conver- 
fion,  before  they  or  others  alaioft  could  tell  what  to 
make  of  them,  the  Lord  hath  cropt  them  in  the  bud. 
Men  find  thck  hearts  unfit  and  unready;  thfey  think 
horei^pon  that  herea&er  they  Ihall  get  their  hearts  in- 
to 
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to  better  order  and  tune,  when  thefe  bufinefles  are 
over,  but  yet  will  live  at  liberty  a  little  while :  why 
thea  it  is  mod  likely  is  the  Lord's  time  of  coming, 
even  now  when  they  think  leafl  of  it,  Luke  xii.  40. 

3.  Becaufe   the  Lord  has  fet  apart  every  one  that 
is  efpoufed  to  the  Lord   Jefus,  only  for  the  fruition 
of  Chrift,  and  ufe  of  Ghrill,  i  Cor.  iii.  lad.  *'  You  are 
*'  Ghrift's,    and   Chrift    is    God's.'*     A  woman  that 
is  not  chofen,    nor  fet  apart  for  the  fellowftiip  of  a 
prince,  Ihe  may  go  how  flie  will,  and  do  what  (he 
will,  any  bafe  drudgery  work  ;  but  (he  that  is  chofen 
to  be  next  unto  him,  and  only  to  behold  and  love 
him,  (he  is  not  to  plead  (he  has  fo  much  bufmefs  to 
do,  and  fo  many  friends  to  fpeak  with,  that  (he  can- 
not make  herfelf  ready  :    (he  is  fet  apart  for  a  better 
perfon,    and  for  more  noble  employment.     So  here 
men  of  the  world  not  loved  of  Gckl,  nor  chofen  and 
fet  apart  for  him,  may  do  what  they  will :  but  when 
the  Lord  has  chofen  and  fet  you  apart  of  purpofe  for 
this  end,  Ephef.  1.  4.    "  Chofen  to  be  holy  before 
"  him  in  love,"  that  is,  to  ftand  ever  in  his  prefence 
before  him,  with   a  fpirit  of  deareft  love  unto  bim. 
Hence  the  Lord  has  taken  the  care  of  all  things  elfe, 
I  Pet.  V.  7.     that    we    might    mind    and    do    this 
thing ;  if  in  danger,  he  will  deliver ;   if  in  want,  he 
will  provide ;  if  weak,  he  will  ftrengthen  :  only  now 
be  ready  for  the  Lord,  Pfalm  xlv.  10.  "  Forget  thy 
"  country,  and  thy  father's  houfe,  fo  (hall  the  Lord 
**  defire  thy  beauty."     You  arc  not  now  free  to  love 
and  follow  whom  you  pleafe,    the  Lord  has  bound 
you  to  himfelf  by  love,  and  you  have  bound  yourfelf 
by  promife    to  the  Lord  again :    Therefore   now  a 
Chriftian  after  once  efpoufed  to  Chrift,  is  better  than 
^11  the  world,  being  the  bride  of  the  Lamb ;  and  he 
has  a  better  and  greater  good  for  to  enjoy  :  therefore 
he  (liould  fcorn  ahd  abhor  to  match  himfelf  to,  or  to 
do  any  thing  for  any  other  creature,  and  there,  me- 
thinks,  (Iiould  lie  as  one  upon  a  watch-tower,  looking 

out. 
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imtf  and  telling  the  clock  now  day  is  near,  waiting 
only  for  Chrift;  O  let  it  be  fo  :  If  in  heaven,  you 
jhall  have  only  Chrift,  O  prepare  for  him  much 
more  now.  As  a  woman  that  is  matched  to  a  rich^ 
man,  all  the  fervants  attend  on  her,  and  follow  her, 
Ihe  18  wholly  and  only  for  her  huiband :  fo  it  fliould 
be  here. 

4.  Becaufe  he  has  prepared  and  made  all  things  elfe 
ready  for  the  foul,  it  is  hard  if  be  has  prepared  a  place 
in  heaven,  and  grace  in  heaven,  not  to  prepare  an 
heart,  and  make  it  ready  for  him,  John  xiv.  i,  2,  3. 
his  kingdom  was  ready  long  ago,  and  his  Father  ready 
to  accept  and  entertain  thee,  and  his  heart  loves  and 
defires,  all  are  ready  after  thee  :  hence  be  ready  to 
meet  with  hhn.     "  I  am  my  Beloved's." 

S  E  C  T.    V. 

Ufe  I.  IjlENCE  fee  the  great  nnkindnefs  of  many 
a  foul  immediately  after  his  efpoufing  to  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  having  once  given  bimfelf  to  Chrift,  and  receiv- 
ed comfort  thereby,  prefently  grows  more  carelefs 
than  before  he  was  matched  unto  the  Lord  Jefus,  who 
ihould  now  ft^nd  in  a  holy  watchfulnefs  and  readinefs 
to  receive  Chrift,  as  it  is,  Pfalm  Ixxxv.  ft.  "  Let  them 
"  not  turn  again  to  folly,"  becaufe  they  are  apt  fo  to  do. 
Many  fay  when  in  fome  diftrefs,  and  after  long  wait- 
ing, if  the  Lord  would  pity  once,  then  happy  I ;  I 
would  give  away  any  thing,  all  I  have  unto  him :  well, 
the  Lord  pities  the  foul  when  in  its  low  eftate,  and 
then  it  WeJDTes  God,  but  like  the  Ifraelites^  foon  forgets 
Iris  works,  his  love,  and  after  great  peace  from  God, 
comes  greateft  careleffnefs  :  can  this  ftand  with  grace, 
and  Chrift  ?    very  hardly ;  but  yet  it  may,  for  there 
are  two  things  that  make  for  it. 

I.  BeciSLufe  at  firft  converfion  there  is  mu6h  fcek- 
ing  of  Chrift,  for  healing  the  horror  and  fmart  of  fin,  as 
veil  as  for  the  curing  of  the  wound  and  fear  of  fin : 

hence 
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hence  when  erpoufed,  smkI  horror  being  psft,  that  wbcri 
being  brcd&en,  a  man  draws  moTt  heavily  now,  Md 
iiegle£ts.leeking;  now  the  kmfe  is  out  of  faU*  heart, 
he  cries  not  fo  ei^rncftly, 

2.  Becaufe  when  efpoufed,  and  much  affc£bed,  cofn« 
mpnly  a  man  trufts  to  hi»  afFeftions,  whea  be  has  a 
fulnefs  of  them:  hence  the  Lord  lets  Satan  ptevaiL 
Luke  xxii.  3i»  32.  "  Satan  hath  defired  to  winaow 
**  thee  as  wheat,"  and  "  I  (faith  Peter)  am  ready  ta 
**  die  with  thee;*'  but  you  fee  he  fell,  and  then  whea 
the  Lord  looked  upon  him,  he  '^  went  out  aad.  wept 
^'  bitterly:"  How  iliamefully  haft  thou  fallen,  ihonld 
any  love  him  more  than  you  if  ever  he  pity?  well, 
for  his  name- fake  he  has  done  it.  But  how  oft  haft 
thou  broken  covenant  ?  how  forgetful  of  the  Lord's 
kindnefs?  The  Lord  looks  upon  thee  this  d^y,  why 
haft  thou  fo  foon  forgot  me,  and  fsrfaken  me?  have  I 
not  taken  thee  from  the  dung-hill,  nay  from  hell?  and 
whereas  I  had  fo  many  th«»ufaads  to  fet  my  love  on, 
I  cbofe  thee,  and  whereas  th«u  couldeft  not  love  me 
when  I  offered  rayfelf,  thou  couldeft  not  return  me 
Jove  again,  I  gave  it  therefore  to  thee,  yea  and  have 
given  myfclf  to  thee  forever:  Haft  thou  thus  forgotten 
me,  when  as  I  take  little  wrongs  from  tbae  more 
heavily  than  great  ones  from  others?  O  that  this 
might  make  you  go  out  and  mourn  bitterly:  fa  if  ever 
you  have  tafted  that  love  as  Peter  did,  Chrift's  looks 
will  humble  you.  . 

Ufe  a.  Hence  fee  the  realbn  why  fume  godly  people 
die  fo  uncomfortably,  and  with  fuch  diftrefs  of  fpirici 
why,  they  have  n$K  lived  in  an  expeftation  of  Cbrift, 
and  hence  they  cry  out  thcmfelves,  not  knowing  whe- 
ther they  go,  infomuch  as  feme  have  not  been  com^ 
forted  by  all  former  experiences,  and  by  all  pfefeot 
confolations  of  minifters :  O  no,  ic  is  now  too  late 
to  fpeak,  they  thank  them  for  their  love,  but  God  has 
othcrwife  thought  of  Uiem;  yet  if  any  hope, be  givea 
them  it  is  ever  picked  out  from  fome  wordy  and  they 

cry 
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Cff ,  O  I  thirft  for  a  little  mercy,  and  then  die  ;  and 
what  is  the  reafon  of  it ;  what  need  I  fpcak  ?  Them- 
felves  will  tell  you,  and  have  done  it,  O  I  ha^  lived 
thus  and  thus  before  you,  but  my  heart  in  (dtrct  haa 
gone  after  the  world,  &c.  I  have  neglefled  the  Lord 
fecretly,  I  have  feldom  thought  of,  or  prepared  for 
death,  and  I  had  thought  to  have  been  better,  buf 
the  Lord  has  met  with  me  :  I  know  violence  of  dif- 
cafe  may  do  it  fometime,  but  I  fpeak  how  it  is  many 
tifncs ;  whereas  otherwife  an  open  entrance  fliould  be 
made,  2  Pet.  i.  8,  9,  10,  11.  And  as>it  has  been  with 
feme,  fo  take  warning  left  it  be  fo  with  you;  you  may 
be  favcd  alive,  yet  to  fuffer  wreck  on  the'fhore  is  un- 
comfortable ;  and  know  it,  if  your  confcience  be 
awake,  it  cannot  but  be  fo.  Therefore  do  not  conclude 
they  were  damned  without  Chrift,  but  they  were  not 
made  ready  for  Chrift;  and  it  may  be  your  tirtie  draws 
nigh,  and  what  have  you  to  fay?  now  a  world  for  half 
an  hour  will  a  dying  diftreffed  man  fay. 

Ufe  2'  I3  of  a  Four- fold  exhortation,  to  all  thofq 
efpecially  that  the  Lord  has  efpoufed  to  himfelf. 

CHAP.  VIIL     SECT.    L 

A  Four-fold  Exboriation  to  Believers* 

Exhort. X.  "^  i^O  quicken  up  all  thofe  doubting, 
-*-  drooping,  yet  fincere  hearts,  that 
much  queftion  the  love  of  Chrift  to  them,  nOw  to  ufe 
all' diligence  to  make  their  calling,  and  eledlion,  and 
the  love  of  Chrift  fure  to  them,  not  but  that  it  is  fore 
on  Chrift's  part,  but  make  it  fure  on  your  part  too ; 
dfe  how  can  you  be  in  a  readinefs  to  meet  the  Lord 
Jcfus  ;  while  the  ftrong  man  keeps  the  palace,  the 
goods  be  in  peace  ;'t)ut  when  Chrill  hath  once  driven 
Satan  out  of  his  throne,  then  nothing  fometimes  but 
.  war,  but  doubts  and  fears :  Satan  told  God  to  his  face. 
Job  ferved  him  not  for  nought,  much  more  the  foul  it 

G  .  felf; 
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felf :  and  Ibme  divines  think  the  very  firfl:  ingredient 
of  Satan's  poifon,  aiKl  the  firft  affauft  on  Chrift  hini- 
felf,  Mat.  iv.  was  by  feeking  to  make  him  doubt 
of  his  fonfhip,  *'  If  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,"  Sec. 
And  his  wiles  are  here  very  greats  that  hence  very 
few  living  Chridians  have  any  fettled  comfortable 
•vidence  of  God's  eternal  love  to  themin  his  Son :  and 
hence  many  fad  events  fellow.  How  can  any  blefs 
the  Lord  for  that  love  which  he  knows  not  of?  many 
fad  events  follow.  How  can  any  blefs  the  Lord 
for  that  love  which  he  ktiows  not  of?  many  times  it 
is  with  a  man's  doubts  drooping  from  his  mind,  as  it 
is  with  his  continual  dropping  on  his  lungs,  there 
is  a  daily  confuming  of  what  once  was  ;  that  many  a 
Chriftian  doubts  away  his  life,  his  heart,  his  flrength, 
and  when  all  is  wafted,  glad  now  to  return  to  that 
where  he  fhould'  at  firft  have  begun.  And  hence  in 
one  .word,  he  is  made  every  day  unready  for  GhrilV., 
O  therefore  quiet  not  yourfclves  in  that  eftate,  as  I 
fear  too  many  do  (at  lead  for  a  time)  it  is  one  of  the 
mod  dangerous  eftates  that  can  be,  to  be  troubled  with 
weak  fears,  and  yei  reft  in  uncertain  hopes ;  but  bring' 
it  to  a  conclufion.  Is  the  Lord  Jefus  mine  or  no  ?  and 
if  he  be  yours,  and  his  love  yours,  fee  it,  that  you  may 
trample  on  the  neck  of  death,  and  triumph  over  hell, 
and  the  grave,  and  long  to  be  with  the  Lord,  and  love 
the  appearing  of  the  Lord,  and  go  away  with  joy  un- 
^fpeakable  and  full  of  glory  out  of  this  world,  as  to 
your  wedding ;  arid  if  there  be  any  hope  of  getting  it» 
who  would  be  without  it  ?  fome  of  you,  it  nlay  he<, 
have  a  long  time  been  carelefs  in  feeking  for 
it,  hence  want  it,  fome  of  you  have  been  traders*  * 
with  the  Lord  long,  and  yet  doubt ;  fome  of  you  have 
not  clear  evidence,  but  content  yourfelves  without  be- 
ing thankful  to  the  Lord  for  what  he  hath  done  for 
you,  hence  ftill  doubt.  Others  have  grey  hairs  oa 
your  head,  or  at  leaft  are  near  your  graves,  the  bat- 
tle is  near,  your  armour  is  not  on,  you  are  not  yet 

ready^ 
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ready,  and  fo  ftill  d»ubt,  I  remember  what  Chrift 
faidofMaryis  box,  **  Ihe  prepared  that  for  his  buri- 
"al;"  it  may  be  that  the fe  truths  ipay  be  prepared 
|for  your  approaching  departure  ;  and  therefore  light 
your  lamps  at  this  fire,  and  light  of  the  Lord's  love 
to  you,  and  fee  that  indeed  he  loves  thee. 

ObjtSi.  But  why  do  you  perfuade  to  this,  till  the 
Spirit  comes  and  fpeaks  it  ?  How  can  I  fee  it  ? 

Anf.  I.  It  is  true  the  Spirit  only  can  do  it,  but 
^yet  the  fame  Spirit  that  feals  the  eleft,  the  fame  Spi- 
rit commands  the  eleA  not  to  fit  idle,  and  dream  of 
the  Spirit,  but  to  ufe  all  diligence  to  makeitfure; 
land  you  ihall  never  have  it  (unlefs  you  lay  hold  oa 
la  fancy  for  it)  on  thofe  terms. 

2.  Though  there  is  an  immediate  witnefs  of  the 
pirit*  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  yet  it  doth  moft  ufually 
ind  firftly  witnefs  by  means.  And  hence  I  fliall  give 
oa  means  looking  only  to  the  Spirit  of  Ghrift  to  fet 

cm  on.  Evangelical* precepts  have  a  power:  For 
iofpcl-miniftration  of  the  Spirit  confifts  not  only  of 
pbries«.  and  promifes,  but  commands,  and  the  ele£t 
fcel  them  :  Hence  carnal  men  under  the  law,  yet  pre- 
tending gofpel,  will  profefs  the  law  is  preached  when 
to  any  evangelical  duty,  becaufe  they  feel  not  the 
jpower  of  the  gofpel,  being  not  yet  under  it.  And  the 
Dieans  I  (hall  mention,  are  only  general,  toeftablifh 
the  hearts  of  fome. 

Aleans  I.  Make  a  fad  enquiry  firft  of  this,  whether 
the  Lord  hath  loved  thee  for  his  own  everlafting 
lame-Take  or  no ;  for  if  the  Lord  hath  loved  thee  for 
Ihs  caufe,  then  thy  great  objeftion  will  be  anfwered, 
tad.  that  deep  valley  will  be  filled.  How  can  the 
Lord  love  me  that  am  thus  vile  before  God,  and  fal- 
en  froq^i  God  ?  why' if  the  Lord  for  his  own  fake  hath 
pved  thee,  then  as  no  good  in  thee  moved  him  to 
JDve  thee,  fp  no  fin  which  he  did  know  was  and  would, 
le  in  ihce  can  quench  that  love ;  and  if  he  hath  ma- 
lifcfted  bis  love  to  be  grounded  on  this,  though  but 

G  2     .  once. 
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once,  that  fame  night  when  thoa  changcll  is  not  clism- 
ged,  but  is  (lill  as  dear  to  him,  and  ever  before  him 
to  move  him  to  love  thee  ftill,  Rom.  xi.  2.  The 
apolUe  anfwers  a  cavil,  "  Will  God  call  away  his 
•'  people  ?''  No,  faith  he,  none  that  be  foreknew;  and 
who  are  thefe  ?  verfe  5.  "  A  remnant  according  to 
•*  grace,  as  with  us ;"  that  is,  God  hath  for  his  grace- 
fake  choren  and.  called,  without  refpcft  of  any  thing 
elfe  :  Hence  that  is  to  be  underllood,  i  Sam.  xii.  21, 
22.  For  there  are  two  forts  of  people  in  the  church : 
I.  Servants.  2.  Sons,  John  viii.  35.  Hence  there  is 
a  double  love  the  Lord  manifefts  to  men. 

I.  Some  he  loves  as  fervants,  that  as  we  hire  feme 
men  to  do  our  work,  and  give  them  meat  and  wages, 
and  then  turn  them  out  of  doors,  or  let  them  go  :  fo 
God  hath  work  to  be  done,  for  his  fons  and  farnts, 
and  for  many  reafons  hires  wicked  men  to  do  it,  either 
by  giving  them  reward  in  this  life,  or  hopes  of  reward 
hereafter,  and  when  the  work  Is  done,  and  ufe  made 
of  their  gifts,  graces,  fpirita,  then  turns  them  out  of 
doors. 

But  2.  Some  he  loves  as  fons,  even  the  moft  fooliib 
and  weak  in  the  world  fometimes :  hence  not  for 
any  fervice  they  can  do,  but  for  his  own  fake  he  will 
give  them  an  inheritance,  and  love  them  as  fons,  be^ 
caufe  he  will ;  thefe  abide  ever  in  the  Lord's  love: 
Hagar  and  lihmael  call  out,'  Sarah  and  Ifaac  ftay  in 
the  family. 

^left.  How  fliall  I  know  that  ? 

Anf.  I.  .If  the  Lord  loves  thee  for  his  name-fakc| 
it  will  draw^  thee  to  that  fellowfhip  with  himfelf,  th«l 
whatever  thou  wanted,  thou  wilt  feck  for  it  hen^ 
by  prefenting  that  name  of  God,  that  for  his  own  fata; 
he  would  fupply  :  I  know  the  Lord  loves  for  ChriftH 
fake ;  but  why  Ihould  Chrill  help  for  his  name-fake : 
T6t  thus  many  hypocrites  think  when  they  fee  Gocrt 
anger  againft  them  for  their  fin,  they  feek  to  remove 
fiU)  and  when  that  is  done,  think  God  is  at  peac4 

axk 
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and  nov  all  is  well.     They  fee  the  Lord  is  delighted 

with  the  obedience  of  bis  people,  hence  fall  to  that 

«^ork,  and  now  think  the  Lord  is  pleafed  with  them. 

But  if  ever  the  Lord  loves  any  man,  he  will  firft  Hop 

his  moath,    whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  Rora.  iii*  19. 

and  make  hira  on  his  knees  know  there  is  no  reafoh 

.  for  it,  nay  all  reafon  againil  it.     Now  has  not  the 

L}td  brought  thee  to  this  ?  and  hence  having  nothing 

to  quench  God*s. anger,  but  Chrift,  haft  held  up  him 

before  God,  and  having  nothing  to  move  Chrift,  haft 

beld  up  his  name  before  him,  and  here  haft  refted  thy 

wearied  heart  looking  to  him,  if  any  grace  be  begua. 

in  thee,  that  he  would  perfeO;  it ;  if  none,  that  he  would 

bcgia  it;  if  unfit  and  unworthy,  to  prepare  thee  for  it, 

only  for  his  own  good  pleafure  :  this  is  one  evidence 

I  of  it.    As  it  is  in  fome  feals,  you  can  hardly  perceive 

I  ID  the  feal  what  is  ingraven  there,  but  let  it  on  wax, 

lyou may  fee  it  evidently  :    fo  here,  hardly  can  you 

fee  the  Lord's  love  for  his  own  fake  ;  if  thou  cleaveft 

Wh  deareft  affeftion  to  this  love  for  its  own  fake; 

there  thou  art  fafe,  Prov.  xviii.  10.  '*  The  name  of 

!  **  the  Lord  is  a  ftrong  tower,"  &c.    and  this   is  not 

«oly  at  firft  converfion,  but  ever  after  all  duties,  all 

enlargements,  Ezek.  xvi.  laft.    And  this  does  evidence 

love. 

I  I.  Bccaufe  if  thou  hadft  the  righteoufncfs  of  angels, 
thou  wouldft  think  it  a  good  evidence,  but  this  of 
Chrift  is  a  thoufand  times  dearer, 

2.  This  is  a  fetting  of  God  againft  himfelf ;  that  is, 
toanfwer  himfelf;  and  henco  faints,  in  all  their  ftraits 
and  forrows,  hither  had  recourle  ;  I  fpeak  not  nbw  of 
temporal  blcffings,  but  of  .everlafting  love,  and  all  the 
fruits  of  it,  that  here  it  hangs.  Now,  I  fay,  you 
«re  built  on  a  rock,  higher  than  all  powers  of  dark- 
*tIs;,Bow  a  key  is  put. into  thy  hand,  to  unlock  all 
God*s  treafure ;  now  thou  art  in  the  very  lap  of  love, 
^  wrapt  up^ia  it,  when  here  thy  heart  refts :  and  ihere- 
G  3  fore 
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fore  if  this  be  thus,  fee  it,  and  wonder  his  name  has 
moved  him  to  love  me. 

2.  You  ftiall  find  this,  if  the  Lord  for  his  name-fake 
loves  thee,  there  is  not  any  carriage  or  paffage  of  pro- 
vidence of  him   to  thee,  but  he  gets   himfelf  a  name 
firft  or  laft  by  it :  for  if  this  be  God's  end,  every  paffage. 
of  providence  is.  but  a  means  to  this  end  :  hence  he 
will  attain  this  end  by  every  aft  of  his  providence  to- 
wards thee  :    hence  you  fliall  find   that   thofe  very 
fins  that  dilhonour  his  name,  he  will  even  by  them 
(and  if  by  them,  by  all  things  elfe)  get  himfelf  a  name, 
Jie  will  be  fo  far  from  cafting  thee  out  of  his    love, 
that  he  will  do  thee  good  by  them.     Thofe  very  fins 
that  God  damns  others  for,  he  will  make  to  humble 
thee,  empty  thee.     Pharifees  perfccuted  Chrift,  and 
loft  all  for  it ;  I^aul   was  fo,  and  it  humbled  him  all 
his  life,  "  Not  worthy  to  be  called  an  apoftle,  becaufe 
<*  I  perfecuted  the  church  of  God  ;'*  and  it  made  him 
lay  up  all  his  wealth  in  mercy  ;  "  I  was  received  to 
*'  mercy,"  i  Tim.  i.     Mary  fins  much,  and  God  for- 
gives much,,  and  Ihe  loves  much;  others  finned  much, 
and  God  hardened  much  ;  Judas  betrays  Chrift,  and 
repents,  and  hangs  himfelf,  and  flies  from  him  ;  Peter 
denies  him,  and  weeps,  and  hence  he  is  the  firft  that 
preaches  him.    'And  this  is  certain,  in  the  beft  hypo- 
crite, fins  left  in  him,  either  never  make  him  better, 
but  blind  and  harden  him,    and  he   has  his  diftinc- 
tions  of  infirmity,  &c.  that  he  flights  them  day  by 
day,  till  all  his  days  are  run  out ;    or  if  any  good, 
it  is  no  more  than  Judas,  or  Gain,    fome  legal  ter- 
rors,   or  other   light   flalhes   of  comfort,   but  to  be 
more  humble  indeed,  &c.  this  Jie  finds  not.     Now  is 
it  not  fo  with  thee  ?  Doth  not  thy  weaknefs  ftrengtjiea 
thee  with  Paul  ?    Doth  not  thy  blindnefs  make  thee 
cry  for  light  ?    and  thofe  cries  have  been  heard,  out 
of  darknefs  God  has  brought  light.     Thou  haft  fek 
venom  and  rifings  of  heart  againft  Chrift,  and  do  they 
not  make  thee  loath  thyfelf  more  ?  that  thou  •thinkeft 

never 
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never  any  fo  beholden  to  grace  ?  Do  not  tfiy  falls  into 
fin  make  thee  more  weary  of  it,  watchful  againll  it, 
long  to  be  rid  of  it  ?  And  fo  fin  abounds,  but  grace 
abounds :  Why  Ihould  this  be  fo  ?  For  his  name-fake, 
becaufe  he  will  love  thee;  hence  it  is  fo  great  and  un- 
matchable,  that  he  will  make  thy  poifon  thy  food,  thy 
death  thy  life,  thy  damnation  falvation,  thy  very 
greateft  enemies  thy  greaceft  friends.  And  hence 
Mr.  Fox  feid  he  thanked  God  for  his  fins  more  than 
his  good  works.  I  have  marvelled  at  God's  dealings 
with  his  people,  they  depart,  and  (lay  long,  and  care 
not  for  returning  again;  in  that  time  a  mighty  power 
teaches,  humbles,  brings  back,  when  they  never 
thought  of  it.  O  the  reafon  is  God  will  have  his 
name  :  now  if  thus,  your  affarance  will  be  (Irbng  and 
cotiftant,  but  if  you  build  thus,  I  have  done  this,  he* 
I  have  that,  your  affurance  will  not  (land ;  therefore 
look  and  fee,  if  it  be  not  thus  with  you. 

Means  2.  Take  heed  you  do  not  build  your  affur- 
^nct  from  a  mixjgled  covenant  of  works  and  grace,  for 
this  is  the  frame  of  divers  vyhen  they  lie  under  the  firll 
covenant  only  of  doing,  they  vyill  not  take  this  as  any 
evidence,  as  they  have  no  reafon  fo  to  do,  Rom.  ix.  31. 
Nor  when  a  man  lies  under  the  fecond  covenant  of 
believing  barety,  and  if  it  be  a  dead  faith,  they  have 
no  evidence  or  reafon  fo  to  do.  Hence  they  mingle 
the  covenants,  and  think  thus ;  If  I  can  believe  in 
Chrift,  and  perform  univcrfal  obedience  to  all  the 
commands  of  God,  I  fhall  be  fafe  ;  hence  fet  upon  the 
cbfervance  of  both  ;  and  finding  they  can  nev-er  do 
them,  cfpecially  the  latter,  hence  are  ever  troubled, 
and  never  have  any  'fettled  peace.  Hence  ihofe  Ga- 
latiansPaul  writes  to,  perverting  and  mingling  the  co- 
venams,  were  troubled,  Gal.  i.  7.  &  v.  1 2.  Not,  belov- 
ed, but  that  whoever  believes  £ind  performs  univerfal 
obedience,  evangelically,  to  the  whole  law,  he  cannot 
but  do  well ;  and  he  that  does  it  not,  but  lives  in  any 
one  fin,  let  him  evidence  his  faith  if  he  can.  But  I 
fpeak  when  a  man  fubmits  to  ix,/iilf  forma /(sdcrisy  if  I 
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can  do  it,  and  becaufe  I  cannot  do  it,  hence  doubt: 
Hence  gather  your  evidence  of  God's  love  primarily 
and  chiefly  from  your  fubjefilion  to  thefecond  covenant, 
Gal.  vi.  i6.  **  Peace  on  them  that  walk  according  to 
*'  this  rule  ;"  for  Adam's  righteoufnefs  that  did  tic 
him  to  God,  it  brake ;  hence  no  life,  nor  evidence 
from  that;  but  faith  is  an  everlafting,  invincible  grace, 
upheld  by  the  mighty  power  of  God,  and  hence  here 
will  be  everlalling  evidence  and  peace,  i  Pet.  i.  8. 
**  Whom  though  we  fee  not,  yet  believing,  we  re- 
**  joice."  Object,  Is  a  Ghrillian  then  free  from  the 
law?  Anf.  Yes,  he  is  free  from  it  as  a. covenant: 
hence  though  it  be  broken  by  him,  he  is  not  caft  out 
of  covenant,  or  favour,  but  he  is  not  free  from  it  as 
a  rule,  from  which  if  he  fwerve  s  he  is  to  call  himfelf, 
not  God's  love  into  queftion  :  Why  ?  becaufe  it  has 
pleafed  the  Father  in  another  covenant  to  offer  life, 
give  lif(&,  and  hence  only  to  evidence  life.  Whatever 
the  law  requires  I  have,  at  that  inftant  I  did  believe, 
I  performed  it  in  a  Saviour  by  faith  :  and  that  I  my- 
felf  may  do  every  tittle  of  it,  I  come  unto  a  Saviour 
for  it  by  faith ;  fo  that  when  Satan  objedls  you  have 
no  Chrift,  nor  love  of  a  Chrift,  becaufe  no  faith,  and 
no  faith  becaufe  you  cannot  do  this  or  that.  Anfwcr, 
I  cannot  do  it  indeed,  I  never  undertook  it  to  have  life 
or  love  thus,  but  I  have  done  it  in  another,  and  I  can 
do  all  things  by  Chrift,  if  he  will  help  me,  under 
whofe  grace  I  lie,  and  hence  will  be  fo  far  from 
doubting,  that  I  will  rejoice  .in  mine  infirmities,  that 
I  am  a  fit  fubjefl  for  the  power  and  grace  of  Ghrill 
to  Ihew  itfelf  upon.  Thus  retire  to  the  fecond  cove- 
nant ever,  if  ever  you  would  get  any  fettled  peace. 
And  from  neglect  of  this  flows  a  world  of  unpeace- 
ablenefs  in  many  a  fpirit,  ever  complaining,  and  why  ? 
I  cannot  do  this  or  that,  never  peace  now ;  but  can- 
not you  lie  under  the  Lord,  that  he  would  help?  keep 
here,  and  keep  your  peace  here. 

ObjeSl.  But  many  a  Chriftian    that  retires  liither 
hath  no  peace,  s^od  fo  have  \  done,  yet  find  none  I 
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Anf.  It  is  then  upon  a  double  ground  which  you 
are  to  avoid:  either,  i.  Becaufe  you  have  faith,  but  you 
imprifon  your  faith,  you  put  out  the  £yes,  and  Ihackl^ 
the  feet  of  faith;  fur  faith  will  conquer  and  triumph 
over  all  fins,  and  fears  of  the  world,  if  at  liberty,  i  John 
V.  4,  like  a  mailer  in  a  ihip,  if  he  cannot  fave  the  ihip 
one  way,  let  him  have  liberty,  he  will  by  another.  If  it 
beobjcfted,  you  have  departed  from  Chrift,  what  have 
you  to  do  with  him  ;  I'll  return  faith  faith  to  my  firft 
huftand.  ObjeSi.  But  he  is  angry  with  you.  Anf. 
If  he  be  angry  for  my  departure  from  him,  I  will  not 
provoke  him  more  by  Haying  here;  who  knows  but 
he  may  repent  ?  Obje6l.  But  you  cannot  go  to  him 
with  all  your  heart.  Anf.  True,  yet  Til  look  to  him 
to  draw  me.  Objefl.  But  you  feel  nothing.  Anf. 
Yet  I  will  wait.  ObjeSl,  But  you  will  wait  in  vaiii. 
Still  I  will  look  he  would  keep  me  from  that. 
Now  ftop  at  any  of  thefe,  trouble  comes,  fufter  it  to 
fliift,  it  will  find  reft.  As  it  is  with  the  anchor,  let 
it  down  but  little,  the  fliip  drives;  but  let  it  down  at 
full  length,  it  will  ride  in  florms;  then  it  is  wreftling 
of  faith  that  gets  the  bleffing,  where  oppofiiion  makes 
the  foul  t^ke  failer  hold;  as  it  was  with  Jacob.  The 
woman  of  Canaan  got  it  thus. 

Or  2.  It  is  beipaufe  they  look  for  another  kind  of 
faith,  and  hence  own  not,  as  the  Jews  the  Meffiab, 
the:y  made  account  to  bave  received  him  in  flate,  and 
be  came  low ;  fo  men  look  for  a  fuperlative  faith, 
bv  want  it.  But  thus  the  foul  efpoufcd  to  Chrift,  fo 
long  as  marriage-covenant  lafts,  ihe  may  conclude  of 
love. 

Means  3.  Do  not  fear  the  love  of  Chrift  is  not  to- 
ward you  becaufe  he  hides  bis  fac^,  and  departs  fome- 
times  from  you;  hufl)ands  remain  io  when  they  de- 
part, and  leave  the  houfe  for  many  a  day,  and  it  is 
fimple  to  fay  he  is  not  my  hufband  now.  So  here, 
the  Lord  loves  his  people,  yet  departs,  Ifa.  liv.  i,  2, 
3>  4i  Si  6,  7,  and  truly  it  is  very  hard  v.'hen  inward 
blows,  and  fad  defertionSi  and  outward  miferies^  and 
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no  Chrift  found,  though  fought  for.     But  how  fliall  I 
then  know  and  difcern  his  love?  Anf.  Many  things 
roight  be  faid  this  way;   only  one  thing  obferve,  whe- 
ther  thy  love  remains  ftill  to  him  for  himfelf?  for  it 
is  a  rule  that  inoft  c  .mmonly  a  Chriftian's   purcft  and 
deared   love  appears   in  Chrill's  abfence  from  him. 
As  It  IS   with  friends,   while  with  us  we  love  them 
but  when  gone,  we  feel  that  love  more  quick  than  be! 
fcre.     Jerufalem  lies   in  the  duft,   and   now  the  very 
duft  IS  beloved.  Pfal.  cii.  13,  14.  and  if  it  be  fo,  it  is 
certain  we  love  him  becaufe  he  loved  us,  and  we  con- 
tinue to  love  him,  becaufe  he  continues  to  love  us 
now  look    then    if  thy   love   do  not  appear,    1    In 
mourning  for  his  abfence.     2.  In  longing  for  his  pre- 
iencc.     3.  In  bleffing  him  for  a  little  that  is  left  of 
himfelf,   as  feeing  fuch  want  of  him;   and  is  not  this 
for  himfelf  to  have  his  company  again,  that  though 
Ood  gives  thee  all  other  things,  yet  when  thou  comeft 
to  confider  the   Lord   is  gone,  this  ftrikes  near,  as 
»vhen  Lhrift  departed  away,  John  xvi.  5,  6.     But  be 
caufe  love  may  be  benumbed,  and  lie  dead,  therefore 
try  It  at  time  of  parting,  and  put  thy  heart  thus  to  it^ 
It  he  be  none  of  thine,  then  take  thy  fill  in  thy  fin 
and  forfake  him:  no  beloved,  here  you  fliall  fee  the 
heart  will  yield  and  melt,  John  xiii.  3,  4,  5,  5    &c 
and  It  will   fay,  Lord  let  me  never  fin  more  againft 
thee,  though  never  faved  by  thee.     And  take  it  for  a 
rule,  do  not  think  the  Lord  has  left  ofF  his  love  to 
you  when  you  depart  from   him,   and  he  from  you- 
but  lying  in  your  departures,  O  that  is  fad;   but  re' 
turn  again,  it  comforts  the  Lord's  heart,  efneciallJ 
when  it  is  for  himfelf,   not  for  peace  and  falvation 
but  though  he  never  faves  me,  O  yet  I  will  look  after 
him. 

Means  4.  Look  to  the  tender-heartednefs  of  the 
Lord  Jefus;  for  (beloved)  all  the  doubts  of  Chrillians 
anfe  chiefly  from  this  head,  from  a  hard  opinion  of 
Chnft,  which  Satan  fuggells,  as  at  firft,  Gen.  iii.  5. 
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that  fo  they  might  take  in  his  wares.  God's  people 
do  not  know  the  tender-heartednefs  of  the  Lord 
Jefus;  Satan  prefents  him  only  in  wrath,  when  any 
threats  are  fpokcn,  all  thefe  are  mine,  faith  the  foul, 
&c.  And  now  if  any  woman  lives  with  a  man  that 
is  of  a  hoggifh,  churlifti  difpofition,  flie  will  be  ever 
doubting  of  his  love.  Men  do  not  know  it  I  fay,"  and 
hence  when  any  mifery  or  trouble  comes,  they  grow 
jealous  of  him,  which  the  Lord  takes  exceeding  ill, 
Dcut.  i.  27, 

^eft.  How  fliall  I  know  that  tender-heartednefs  of 
Chrill  ? 

Anf.   By  his  carriage  towards  men  when  he  was 
here  on  earth,  for  now  he  is  in  heaven   in  glory,  and  , 
we  know  not  what  his  difpofition  is:   therefore  his  life 
on  earth  was  the  living  looking-glafs  of  his  heart  for 
ever.     In  four  things. 

1.  Never  any  came  to  him  that  he  caft  away,  what- 
ever their  forrows  or  fins  were,  but  healed  them  every 
one,  if  they  came  to  him  with  their  mifcries:  for  in 
healing  their  miferies,  he  did  but  fhew  his  readinefs  t© 
heal  them  of  their  fin;  hence  Matthew  applies  that, 
Matt.  viii.  17.  "  He  bare  our  infirmities." 

2.  When  men  came  to  him  for  bye  ends,  not  for 
himfelf  chiefly,  he  rebukes  them  for  it,  and  Ihews 
he  was  more  ready  to  give  himfelf,  than  bread  to 
them,  John  vi.  27.  -        , 

3.  Thofe  that  were  loft,  and  fick,  and  miferable, 
and  came  not  to  him,  he  went  up  and  down  to  feek 
and  fave  them,  the  *'  loft  Iheep,'*  Luke  xix*  lo. 

4.  Thofe  that  would  notie.  of  his  love,  he  pitied 
and  bad  compalfion  on  their  mifery  and  fm;  as  on 
them  that  were  ftieep  without  a  Ihepherd;  he  mourn- 
ed for  the  hardriefs  of  their  hearts;  he  wept  over  Je- 
rufalem.  Now  look  upon  Chrift  the  fame  ftill :  thou 
comeft  to  him  in  fecret  to  take  away  all  iniquity,  t5 
give  thee  himfelf;  tell  me,  doft  thou  think  the  Lord  if 
Here  would  rejeft  thee  ever/   2.  But  I  dare  not  re- 
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ceive  him.  Anf.  Thou  wilt  take  bread  from  him  dai- 
ly, and  he  is  more  willing  to  give  himfelf^  •  3.  Thou 
eaaft  fiot  come  to  him^  nor  find  him,  but  only  fome- 
times,  ttor  fee  him;  well,  but  then  he  will  feck  thee 
out.  4.  O  but  I  oft  rejed :  yet  he  pities  thee  ftill, 
O  think  of  this  compaOion  of  Chrift,  and  make  him 
as  if  prefent;  it  is  a  fpecial  means  to  eftabliih  the 
heart  in  believing. 

Means  5.  Learn  to  know  when  you  are  bound  not  to 
give  way  to  your  fear  of  God's  love;  for  fometimes  it 
is  the  cafe  of  many  a  precious  foul,  that  he  has  clear 
evidence  of  Gud's  love  to  him:  and  what  is  there 
9gainft  it?  nothing  but  a  fear,  what  if  I  fliall  be  de- 
ceived when  all  is  done  ?  and  hence  the  heart  finks 
exceedingly.  As  fome  women  that  have  fpecial  tevc, 
if  once  they  take  a  jealoufy  of  their  hulband,  it  is 
never  removed :  So  here. 

^eft.  H>w  fhall  1  know  this? 

Anf.  Firll,  If  thofe  fears  thou  haft,  drive  thcc 
farther  from  Ghrift,  it  is  clear  you  are  then  to  caft 
.them  off:  thofe  fears  that  caufe  fin  are  finful,  but  to 
be  driven  from  Ghrift  is  finful,  Luke  v.  9,  10.  "  Lord 
*'  depart  from  roe,  I' am  finful:'*  *'  Fear  not,"  faith 
Ghrift,  I  Sam.  xii.  20.  they  were  ready  to  caft  off 
all,  '*  Fear  not'*  faith  he;  think  of  this,  what  it  is  you 
get  by  nurfing  up  thofe  fears,  they  hinder  your  jay 
in,  and  your  love  t(>  Ghrift;  your  bleffing  of  Ghrift, 
caufe  a  dead  difcouraging  heart:  nay^  though  they 
drive  you  to  Ghrift  one  wa^y,  if  they  drive  you  from 
Ghrift  another  way,  by  queftioning  his  care,  conclu- 
ding againft  his  truth,  never  doubt  they  are  vile. 
Mat.  viii.  ^6.  **  Why  did  ye  fear,  O  ye  of  little 
**  faith."  So  far  therefore  as  fear  drives  us  to  Ghrift, 
it  is  good,  otherwife  to  be  cut  off. 

a.  If  the  Lord  has  drawn  thy  heart  to  come  to  Ghrift, 
and  when  undone,  every  way  fecretly  perfuaded  thy 
heart  that  thou  ftialt  have  help  if  thou  come,  and  by 
ipoming  buft  received  hestling  virtues  of  thy  lufta  and 
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vtle  aSe£^ions  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  fear  not  now,  it 
is  a  im  CO  fear  1  fhall  dot  have  help,  as  Mark  v.  33. 
the  woman  with  the  bloody  iflTue,  ihe  was  afraid  Ihe 
had  prefumed,  hence  came  trembling;  but  the  Lord- 
told  her,  *^  Now  fear  not,  be  it  unto  thee  according  to 
thy  faith:"  only  thy  ilTue  is  but  begun  to  heal.  What 
fay  you,  have  you  never  come  to  hira,  never  received 
any  healing  &om  him  ?  that  is  hard.  Surely  it  i»  fo, 
that  1  would  not  be  in  my  lull  again  for  a  world. 

Meam  6.  If  none  of  thefe  prevail,    but  the  Lord 
follows  thee  with  fears  on  fears,   as  wave  on  wave, 
then  fee  if  there  be  not  fome  guile  of  fpirit  in  thee, 
that^is,  fome  fin  you  have  or  would  give  way  to,  if  you 
had  &ffu ranee  of  God's  love.     It  was  the  fpeech  of  one 
to  me,  next  to  the  donation  of  Chrift,  no  mercy  like 
this,  to  deny  alTurance  long;  and  why?  for  if  the 
Lord  had  not,    I  Ihould  have  given  way  to  a  loofe 
heart  and  life,  but,   Stc.  fo  if  the  Lord  Ihould  deal  fo 
with  thee,  it  may  be  thou  wouldfl  lie  in  thy  fins^  if 
thou  hadft  peace  there,  and  it  may  be  you  have  had  it,. 
but  finned,   and  not  confeiTed,  not  lamented,  not  op<'- 
pofed:  Thi/sit  was  with  David,  Pfal.  xxxii.  i,  2,  3, 4* 
Hence  when  he  .  confeffed,  the  Lord  forgave  in  his 
confcience  his  fin.     Mfcn   will    withdraw  their  love 
from  their  wives  if  it   make  them  wanton,  and  deal 
Iharply  with  them :   fo  one  that  never  reftored  could 
never  get  peace;   fome  ever  Complaining,  never  fet- 
tled, becaufe  they  have  their  truces  with  fin,  and 
would  have  peace  with  Chrift,  and  it  cannot  be.     And 
this  is  a  rule  I  have  long  held,  in  them  that  have  clear 
light  of  the  gofpel,  long  denial  of  aflurance  is  like  fire 
to  burn  out  fome  fin,  and  'then  the  Lerd  will  fpeafc 
peaee,  Jud.  x.  16.     And  therefore  take  this  counfel, 
and  God  will  tell  thee  thy  fin,   if  thou  art  defirous 
that  be  fhould  find  it  out,   but  get  this  mercy  from 
him,  Zech.  xiii.  9. 

Mtkm  7.    Bring  thy  heart  to  a  ftrait,    either   ta 
rejed  or  receive  him  to  be  thine;  he  is  offered  to  be 

king 
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king  and  faviour,  and  lord  and  hufband ;  now  thoa 
fhalt  have  his  heart,  his  hand,  his  iSpirit,  his  Father, 
his  kingdom,  his  ordinances,  his  angels,  himfelf^ 
if  you  receive  him;  or  elfe  if  not,  you  Ihall  lofe  him, 
and  then  woe  to  thee,  when  any  mercy,  any  mifery, 
any  ordinance  befals  thee;  for  all  (hall  fuck  thy  blood, 
confume  thee,  and  fit  thee  for  eternal  ruin :  and  then 
I  wifti,  O  that  I  had  taken  him,  but  then  too  late; 
therefore  receive  him  or  rejeft  him:  O  I  cannot; 
that's  another  matter:  However  we  propound  thefe 
evangelical  commands  that  may  come  with  power,  and 
therefore  know,  that  if  they  do  not  now,  they  ihall 
arife  again  in  time. 

SECT.    IL 

Exhort.  2.  1  HIS  is  not  all  that  which  makes  you 
ready  for  Chrift,  unlefs  your  love  is  fct  and  fixed  on 
him:  and  therefore  look  that  it  be  ready.  I  doubt 
not  but  that  there  is  glowing  in  your  hearts,  forae  love 
to  the  Lord,  it  cannot  be  that  all  fliould  be  quenched, 
that  all  his  kindnefs  fliould  be  forgotten,  but  remem- 
bered many  times  with  fome  affliftion :  but  know  it, 
if  it  be  fo,  your  lamp  is  not  yet  in  your  band,  nor 
your  fouls  ready  to  me^t  the  Lord:  For  look  as  it  is 
with  a  mighty  prince,  that  Ihall  fet  his  heart  on  fome 
poor  fervant,  and  he  requires  no  portion  but  to  love 
him  the  more,  and  ihe  cannot  bring  her  heart  to  love 
him  more  than  other  mean  fellows,  is  flie  fit  or  ready 
to  be  matched  unto  him?  So  here:  Hence  Matth. 
X.  37.  *'  He  that  loves  father  or  mother,'^  &c.  then 
you  are  ready  when  your  love  is  fit  for  fuch  an  huf- 
band; and  therefore  though  you  feel  fome  lo\'e  under 
the  afhes  (when  you  ftir  up  your  hearts)  to  the  Lord 
Jefus,  yet,  if  it  be  not  a  fit  love  befceming  his  exceK 
lency,  and  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  when  you  can 
draw  out  buckets  of  love,  and  pour  it  upon  other 
things,   but  fcarce  fetch  out  a  drop  for  Chrift,    and 

yet 
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yet  you  hope  that  will  ferve  the  turn ;  I  tell  you  no, 
you  are  yet  unfit  and  unready  for  him.  Look  as  it 
was  with  their  offering  the  tcftimonies  of  love  and 
thankfulnefs,  Mai.  i.  14.  fo  it  is  here.  *  And  therefore 
my  exhortation  (hall  be  as  is  faid  in  that  Pfalm^  Pfah 
Ixxxvi.  7^  &.  "  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  honour  due 
"  unto  his  name:"  So  give  to  the  Lord  the  love  that 
is  due  unto  him,  that  love  that  is  fit  for  him. 

^eff.  What  is  that  Igve  the  Lord  would  have, 
which  is  fit  for  him  ? 

Anf.  I.  Beloved,  I  hope,  if  you  think  not  your 
blood  too  dear  for  Chfift,  you  will  not  think  any  love 
too  much  for  Chrift :  Yet,  bccaufe  I  would  not  have 
you  aim  at  an  uncertain  mark,  and  ftioot  at  a  venture, 
Iffiall  fingle  out  that  love  which  I  hope  your  own  con- 
fcienccs  cannot  but  fay  is  fit.     And, 

1.  I  had  thought  to  have  fought  for  this  from  you, 
vi^.  Give  the  Lord  Jefus  but  that  love,  no  more  love 
than  thou  haft- given  to  thy  lufts,  the  Lord  will  be 
contented  with  it,  Rom.  vi.  19.  "  As  ye  have  yield- 
ed," &c.  fo  now;  but  that  it  may  be  you  may  think 
this  love  too  bafe  for  him,  yet  give  him  but  this,  and 
the  Lord  would  be  contented  with  it,  and  accept  of  it; 
and  thofe  that  fliall  not,  it  Ihall  be'tbeir  torment,  ia 
hell  to  think  of  this  word :  O  that  I  had  given  the 
Lord  Jefus  that  love  1  gave  to  my  bafe  lufts,  I  had  had 
him,  and  been  in  heaven  with  him.  But  I  wholly  prefs 
afccond. 

2.  Do  but  love  him  as  he  loveth  thee,  that  is,  you 
cannot  anfvver  the  greatnefs  of  his  love,  but  do  it  for 
your  meafure:  If  you  cannot  pay  him  in  pounds,  yiet 
pay  him  in  pence;  and  this  is  fit  for  him  :  For  1.  He 
is  worthy  of  love,  there  is  beauty  in  him  why  thou 
Ihouldeft  defire  him ;  there  is  none  in  thee.  2.  Thy 
love  fliall  have  a  recompence,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  he  never 
can  have  recompence  from  thee.  3.  He  loves  thee 
firft  with  his  own  love,  now  that  is  unreafonable  not 
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to  reflect  his  beams,  and  return  him  hie  own  again  in 
firailltude,  if  not  in  parity. 

^w<?/>.  Wherein  appears  the  love  of  the  Lord  to  me, 
that  io  I  may  fee  how  to  manifcfl  the  like  love  to  him  ? 

Anf.  He  hath  loved  thee  -rtiore  than  himfelf,  more 
thatl  his  own  honour;  for  '*  he  made  himfelf  of  no 
•'  reputation,"  Phil.  ii.  7.  nijre  than  his  own  com- 
forts, he  left  the  bofoni  of  a  Father,  and  bore  the 
wrath  of  a  Father  for  thee;  more  than  his  own  life, 
he  fa<v  thy  neck  upon  the  block,  and  God's  axe  up 
to  give  the  bloody  fatal  ftroke;  and  he  came  in  thy 
room,  and  loved  thy  life  more  than  his  own,  loft  hia 
own  before  one  hair -of  thy  head  Ihottld  perifl;,  though 
he  knew  thee  a  traitor  to  God,  and  an  enemy  to  him- 
felf, Rom.  V.  10.  Rev.  i.  5,.  6.  if  this  be  not  thus, 
woe  to  the  living,  woe  to  the  dying.  What  art  thou 
but  a  fad  fpeftacle  hung  up  in  thy  chains  in  this  world 
for  angels  in  heaven  to  fee  and  tremble  at,  and  for 
devils,  fins,  and  eternal  forrows,  like  fowls  of  heaven 
to  prey  up)n.  Now,  is  it  not  fit  that  thou  fhouldft 
love  him  more  than  thyfelf?  his  honour  more  than 
thine  own,  nay  more  than  thy  life?  Rev.  xii.  rr.  I 
have  known  them  whom  the  Lord  hath  retealed  this 
love  to,  that  have  thought  it  too  little  to  do ;  and 
hence  have  wiflied  they  had  been  born  in  thofe  times 
that  they  might  have  laid  down  their  lives  for  him: 
Where  is  now  this  love?  Doth  not  felf- love  fwallow 
up  all?  Lord^  what  felf-fecking,  felf-ferving,  felf-mind- 
ing,  felf-hbnouring,  felf-pleafing,  and  the  Lord  himfelf 
and  his  love  forgot,  as  if  there  were  no  Chrift,  or  in 
him  no  love. 

2.  He  hath  loved  thee  when  he  might  have  pafl5sd 
by  thee,  and  loved  others  that  might  have  won  the 
Lord  towards  them. (I  fpeak  after  the  manner  of  men) 
rather  than  thee;  men  of  greater  place,  greater  gifts 
and  parts,  greater  pomp  in  the  world,  but  Rom.  ix. 
Jacob  ftiall  be  loved,  Efaa  hated :  he  hath  pafTed  by 
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kifigs  with  their  crowns,  and  now  fet  his  heart  on  thee 
ahabc,  when  wife  ones  know  him  notj   fooliih,  whca 
pr^idcnt  ones   fee   him  not;   weak,  when  ftrong  and 
i   mighty  receive  him  not.    Yea,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaketh, 
■   1  Cor.  i.  28.  "  Bafc  things,  and  things  which  are  not.*' 
God   hath    made    thee   nothing    in  thine  own  eyes. 
Behold  his  love,    and  now  do  the  like  for  Him.     It 
may  be  fometime  thy  carnal  eye  fees  more  glory  in 
the  creature  than  in  Chrid;   more  in  the  honour  of 
I  man,  than  in  the  honour  of  a  Chrift,  &c.     And  hence 
1  mighteft  fet  thy  heart  on  them  rather  than  on  Chrifl:, 
I  becaufe  ftrongly  tempted  fo  to  do;  and  it  may  aftct 
fomc  fcourges  be  faved  at  laft,  yet  pafs  by  them,  and  fet 
thy  heart  only  on  him.     Wc  judge  of  a  friend  by  the 
times  of  trial;  and  of  a  Ghriftian,  by  a  time  of  tempta- 
tion.    Now  a  Balaam,  a  witch  may  not  dare  in  time 
of  temptation,  to  fall  into  it.     Oh  get  one  ftrain  high- 
er, and  go  one  ftep  fartlicr  than  a  witch,  though  I 
might  let  my  heart  loofe  after  the  world,  I  will  not 
love  ir^  the  love  of  the  Lord  deferves  it,  the  love  of 
the  Lord  conflrains  me  to  give  my  love  tb  him,  and 
not  to  the  world,  though  1  might  hide  it,  and  have 
pardon  for  it. 

3.  He  loves  thee  although  thou  wrongeft  him,  Ifa, 
xliii.  22,  —  26.  when  he  is  fo  wronged  that  he  id 
ready  to  give  thee  up,  yet  Hof.  xi.  8,9.  "  He  is  God 
and  not  man;"  nay  which  is  more  wonderful,  where 
fin,  there  grace  abound^.  Hence  David  makes  this 
an  argument,  Pfal.  xxv.  11,  "  Forgive  becaufe  it  id 
great."  And  hence  Mofes,  Deut  xxxiii.  9.  "  Be- 
"  caufc  it  is  a  ftiff-ncckcd  people."  Oh  therefore 
love  him,  though  he  fmites  thee,  though  he  forfakes 
thee,  wherein  he  may  fccm,  but  indeed  doth  no 
wrong  to  thee,  but  love  thee;  chailifement  is  part 
of  the  portion  of  fons,  not  of  baftards,  Hcb.  sii. 
6.  8.  but  do  as  that  woman  when  flie  came  to 
the  ftake,    gave   away    her   cloaths,    fomc   to    one, 
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fome  to  another,  "  Now  farewell  friends,  and  world, 
welcome  love  Ghrift/'  So,  if  the  Lord  comes  to  take 
away  all  from  thee,  the  child  of  ihy  body,  the  hut 
band  of  thy  youth,  the  wife  of  thy.  bofora,  the  comforts 
of  thy  life,  provifi}ns  from  thy  family,  bread  from  thy 
mouth,  bid  farewell  to  them,  give  them  into  the 
Lord's  hands,  and  now  fay,  welcome  Ghrift.  It  is 
ufual  for  Chriftians  at  firft  converfion  and  efpoufing, 
the  Lord  loves  them  dearly,  and  tenders  them,  (hews, 
nothing  but  love  to  them,  and  then  their  love  is  frefli; 
afterward  come  hard  frofts,  and  winter- ftorras,  and 
cold  blafts  of  difpleafed  affliflions;  now  the  foul  ap- 
prehending  anger,  and  nothing  elfe,  it  grows  difcou- 
raged,  fo  dies:  when  if  it  could  (lay  and  wait,  it  ihould 
fee  all  from  love,  and  doing  it  the  greateft  good.  O 
remember  this:  he  doth  afflift  me,  he  doth  depart  from 
me,  he  doth  fear  me  with  hell,  yet  I  will  love  him 
never  a  whit  the  lefs:  Though  the  Lord  buries  all  the 
bleflinojs  he  gives  me,  yet  my  love  Ihall  live,  and  if  it 
do  fall  it  fliall  arife. 

4.  He  loved  thee  whin  in  thy  low  eftate,  Pfal.  cxx«vi. 
23.  even  when  as  no  eye  pitied  thee,  Ezek.  xvi.  nay 
when  thou  wert  vilefl,  at  the  height  of  thy  fin,  under 
deepeft  depths  of  mifery,  and  ftrai^hteft  captivity,  after 
friends  had  almoft  ceafed  to  counfcl,  word  and  Spirit 
could  do  ni  good,  alter  confcience  had  warned  thee* 
O  love  him  when  he  is  in  his  lowell  eftate,  when  fits 
enemies  perfecute  him,  and  his  feeming  friends  foffake 
him.  Btff^re  you  came  to  this  land,  you  thought 
Chrift  and  perfecution,  Chrift  and  the  meaneft  condi- 
tion, nay  Ghrift  and  death  would  be  fweet:  the  Lord 
it  may  lie  doth  or  will  try  your  love;  and  here  you 
find  Chrift  and  lofles  in  eftate,  Ghrift- and  croffcs  in 
your  family,  Ghrift  and  many  fears,  and  toils,  and 
cares.  D^  you  love  him  now  as  well  as  ever  you  did 
for  all  this?  O  never  waa  my  heart  worfe!  I  doubt 
not  but  a  difcerning  Chriftian  may  fee  how  all  the 
world  is  againft  Chrift,  nay  many  traitors  in  his  owa 
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feraily,  who  love  the  bag  more  than  Chrtfl:.  Many 
fooliih  virgins  who  love  their  deep  and  floth  more  thaa 
Chrift;  nay,  the  hearts  and  fpirics  of  his  own  friends 
declining,  that  there  is  not.  that  life  of  Chriil,  that 
prefence,  and  favour,  and  power  of  Chrid  in  hearts^ 
In  praters,  in  lives,  and  no  complaints  of  this:  Nour 
is  the  fitteil  time  of  love,  when  no  eye  fees,  when  no 
heart  loves  him,  or  cares  for  him,  Pfal.  cxix.  126,  127, 
"  Therefore  I  love  thy  commands,'*  when  he  is  (hut 
out  of  every  heart,  when  none  to  receive  him,  if  any 
love  it  will  appear  now. 

5.  He  dojh  love  thee  eonftantly  every  moment, 
John  xiii.  i,  2.  He  hath  thee  tvtry  moment  in  his 
bofom,  every  moment  thou  art  finning,  and  he  is  par- 
doning. Sin,  and  Satan,  and  hell,  and  wrath  are 
every  moment  waiting  to  hurt  tliee,  and  he  is  every 
moment  watching  over  thee,  redeeming  of  thee.  Every 
moment  fm  and  jadice  cry  ag:ain(l  thee,  and  yet  he  is 
continually  *'  making  interceffi^n  for  thee,"  Ifa.  xxvi. 
2,  3.  Every  moment  he  is  bleffing  when  thou  art  fin- 
ning. O  the  unknown  love  of  the  Lord  Jefus !  O 
tbefe  fits  of  love  are  not  fit  for  him.  A  man  every 
moment  warming  him^  but  ftill  is  cold,  it  is  a  fad  fign 
that  death  is  near:  You  can  love  him  fometimes  in  a 
fermon,  but  foon  after  cold  again,  or  in  a  facrament, 
and  prefcntly  heart-dead  again:  or  after  anfwer  to 
prayers,  and  fome  fpecial  deliverances,  and  then  the 
beart  is  unaiFc£ted  again,  and  a  little  pang  of  love 
mull:  content  Chrift:  if  he  ceafeth  one  moment  tolove 
thee,  and  to  manifcft  it  to  thee,  then  ceafc  to  love  him; 
if  he  ceafeth  not  to  love  thee  dearly,  never  to  leave 
thee,  O  then  ever  love  him. 

OdjeS.  But  we  have  fuch  didraftions  and  cares? 

Anf.  Men  in  love  will  follow  their  work,  and  wo- 
men will  do  the  houfewifery  of  the  houfe,  and  yet  love 
i^  at  no  time  to  feek  to  their  hu&ands,  and  Ihall  the 
lord  have  lefs  ? 

6.  He  loves  thee  with  an  unmeafurable  love,  Rom. 
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V*  20.  "  Where  fin,  there  grace  hadi  abounded:" 
hence,  Eph.  ii.  3,  4.  **  love,''  and  "  great  love," 
vcr.  7.  '*  Exceeding  riches  of  his  grace:''  For  there 
j8  in  Chrift, 

1.  A  created  love.  One  map  loves  another  cx- 
(^eedingly,  as  Jonathan  did  David.  Now^he  hath  tho 
perfeflion  of  all  human  or  angelical  lovt  towards  hia 
people  put  in  him. 

2.  Increated  love,  infinite  love  of  a  God,  and  hence 
it  is  unmeafurable.     He  thinks  nothing  he  doth  tcN> 
much,  nothing  he  gives  too  dear:  hence  when  the  world    ; 
is  flain,  Satan  caft  out,   when  he  is  out,  fin  muft  out; 
when  fonie  fins  are   removed,    the  reft  mufl;    whea 
they  are  out,  then  death  muU;   when  death,  then  hell. 
Anid  when  there  is  no  life,  no  grace,  he  works  it^  it 
decays,  he  reilores  it;  it  cannot  a£t,  he  quickens  it; 
it  cannot,    dah  not  grow,    he    waters    it.     He  hath 
given  thee  the  earth,  and  the  days  of  peace  and  pa- 
tience; thofe  are  too  little:  he  calls  thee,  and  whea 
thou  can  ft  not  come,  draws  thee,  and  gives  thee  par-  . 
don:   that  is  too  little:    he  g'rves  earth  to  thee,  that  is 
too  little,  for  they  arc  made  co-heirs:   he  gives   pro* 
mi fe  to  thee,  that  is  too  little:    he  gives   himf(*lf  ^nd 
Spirit,  and  can  he  do  more?  Yes,  we  cannot  drink  ia 
all  that  firondnefs  and  love;   hence  he  gives  eternity  to 
thee,  and  he  fliall  ni'>re  and  more  enlighten  thee :    not 
only  let  thy  f  ml  live  to  blefs  him,  but  thy  poor  body, 
atid  every  duft  of  it,   to  be  raifed  up  to  glory  with 
him.     What  the  Lord  proraifed  to  Abraham,   "   la 
**  bleflinK  I  will  blefs,"   that  p  rtion  is  thine.*  O  now 
love  him  without  mcafure.    *'  O  how  I  love  thy  law?** 
how  did  David  love  it?  I  cannot  tell;   but  if  he  loved 
the  word  of  Chrift,    then  much  more  the  perfon  of 

.Ghrift,  the  prefence  of  Chrift,  everlafting  fellow ihip 
with  Chrift.  O  take  heed  of  giving  Chrift,  and 
meafuring  out  unto  Chrift  his  portion,  his  allowamxe, 
that  when  the  Lord  comes  to  you  for  more  love  (aa  ho 
doth  daily)  you  give  him  that  anfwer  which  many 
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do  in  tbelr"  praCltce,  you  have  kt  him  Have  as  much 
as  you  can:  fo  that  you  cannot  fpare  any  more  from 
yourfelvts,  from  a  bafe  world,  from  wife,  and  child, 
and  <;reatare»  from  a  flothful  courfe:  you  hope  the 
Lord  will  accept  of  that  little  he  hath.  I  confei's  that 
a  little  w^ter  in  a  fpring  is  better  than  much  that 
Comes  by  land  floods,  but  be  fure  it  be  a  fpriog,  elfe 
Aot  accepted.  Beloved,  time  was  you  lived  without 
Chrlft,  did  nothing  fer  him:  now  you  do,  and  what 
thou  doft  this  year,  didft  lad  year,  and  no  more:  Will 
you  thus. flint  the  Lord?  Either  do  more,  give  more, 
or  mourn  you  cannot:  O  one  life,  one  heart  is  too  little 
for  him.  It  hath  put  me  to  fad  fears  of  many  roen^s 
iflates  to  fee  this  frame,  a  worki  of  fm  without  meafure 
^try  day:  where  is  the  Ghriflian  that  loves  the  Lord 
^y^ry  day?  how  can  any  then  fay  much  is  forgiven^ 
when  they  do  not  love  much. 

7.  He  loves  thee  jiow  in  glory,  there  hath  prepared 
a  place  for-  thee,  John  xiv.  i,  2,  3,  where  he  longs 
for  thee,  John  xvii.  24.  You  know  Pharaoh's  butler 
when  exalted  to  his  place,  forgot  poor  Jofeph.  One 
Would  think  now  the  Lord  Jefus  is  in  glory,  and  hath 
Oixi,  and  angels,  and  his  kingdom  to  content  him,  he 
^all  never  look  after  fuch  a  worm,  fuch  a  poor  help- 
lefs  creature  as  thee.  But  as  the  High  Prieft  carried 
the  names  on  bis  breaft,  and  precious  flones,  fo  the 
Lofd  Jefus  hath  thy  name,  writ  upon  his  very  heart. 
G  now  love  him  when  he  exalts  thee  to  glory,  to  give 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  on  esrih  with  peace  and 
<}uietnefs.  When  Germany  lies  in  blood,  and  Eaftern 
churches  (lain  by  the  dragon,  devoured  by  tjie  Turk, 
when  England's  lights  and  lamps  are  going  out,  no 

gople  have  fuch  peace,  fnch  glory,  in  fo  fmall  a  time, 
'loved,  now  where  is  love?  T^he  churches  of  Ghrift 
»evcr  loft  then*  love  fo  much  as  when  they  had  their 
peace,  and  have  been  fixtecn  hundred  years  a-Iearn* 
ing  by  affliflSons  and  pcrfccutions,  how  to  enjoy  their 
Piace,  and  to  have  their  love  fmell  as  fweet  as  when 
H  3  beaten 
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beatea  mod,  and  yet  have  not,  but  like  the  globe  without 
the  crofs  in  the  emblem  rolling  and  running  farther  and 
farther  from  God,  in  cruce  quies.  O  unrcafanable,  to  love 
him  Icaft  whom  he  tenders  mbft.  Docs  not  prayer  grow 
cold  for  the  name  of  Chrift?  then  L  ve  grows  cold.  Docs 
not  plenty  of  means  make  thy  foul  flight  means?  whca 
you  went  many  miles  to  hear,  and  had  fcarce  bread 
at  home,  O  you  thought  if  once  you  had  fuch  libertiesl 
but  when  they  are  made  yours,  now  what  fruit.  'Doft 
not  fail  in  afFeclions  to  faints?  O  luve  dies,  Chrift 
deals  not  fo  with  thee,  and  wh(i  knows  but  in  rocks 
and  naountains  of  the  wilder  nefs  thou  may  eft  lament 
thefe  evils  which  peace  breed  now? 

8.  He  loves  thee  fo  as  when  any  evil  touches  thee^ 
lie  has  a  feeling  of  it,  and  is  grieved  at  it,  Judg.  x* 
l6.  Ifa.  Ixiii.  9*  nay,  he  then  comforts  thee  mod, 
both  in  them,  and  by  them,  J  hn  xiv.  27.  **  Not  as 
**  the  world  gives  peace,  fo  I  give  it. to  you:**  O 
then  grieve  thou  for  thofe  evils  that  betide  him,  the 
wrongs  that  others  offer  him,  but  efpecially  the  on* 
kiodnefs  thy  own  foul  fliews  him,  Mark  v.  3.  **  He 
•*  mourned  for  the  hardnefs  of  their  heart,'*  Eph.  iv. 
29,  30.  "  Let  no  corrupt  communication  proceed 
**  out  of  your  mouth,**  and  **  grieve  not  the  Holy 
"  Ghoft,"  Heb.  iii.  19,  "  Forty  years  long  was*  I 
grieved  becaufe  they  erred;"  I  confcfs  you  will  wrong 
him,  but  will  you,  muft  you  be  impenitent  too?  Did 
his  enemies  grieve  him  on  earth,  and  fhall  his  friends 
grieve  him  in  heaven,  and  no  forrows,  no  fecrct  tears} 
Is  there  no  good  nature?  But  what,  is  there  no  fpirit 
of  mourning  ?  It  may  be  many  a  day  and  week  haft 
thou  grieved  him,  and  not  a  fign  to  any  purpofe  to 
cafe  thee  of  thy  fin,  but  what  has  cafed  thee  in  thy 
fm.  O  now  comf  rt  his  heart  again  after  thou  haft 
moft  grieved  him;  comfort  his  fpirit  that  is  dying,  figh- 
ing  in  thee;  as  he  comforts  thee  by  thy  troubles, 
comfort  him  by  making  a  right  ufc  of  ^11  thy  fina  to 

be 
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Be  raore  humble,  more  vile,  to  love  him  the  more, 
and  love  thyfclf  the  lefs,  as  the  prodigal  fon,  Luke 
XV.  18.  20.  24. 

9.  He  loves  the«  fo,  that,  though  he  departs,  he 
will  not,  does  not  ftay  long  from  thee,  though  you 
may  think  it  long,  Ifa.  liv.  7*  Hence  it  is  wonder  to 
fee  when  heart  gone,  love  lott,  life  loll,  yet  fuddenly 
thou  art  brought  down  on  thy  knees:  O,  it  is  the 
L3rd  that  doles  it:  Thou  watt  in  fcrrow  of  heart,  he 
did  not  ftay  long,  but  came  and  comforted  thee; 
tiioa  waft  in  thy  fins,  it  was  not  long  but  he  deliver- 
ed thee;  thou  waft  in  want  of  knowledge  of  him,  it 
has  not  been  long  but  that  he  has  revealed  the  Lord 
to  thee;  thou  haft  been  in  affliStions  and  troubles,  it 
has  not  been  long  but  he  has  heard  thee:  So  give 
him  the  like  love.  I  know  you  will  fall  from  him  in 
love,  in  delight,  in  care;  but  do  not  ftay  long  from 
him.  Sometimes  the  baits  of  the  world  will  draw 
thee  from  him  when  thou  haft  thy  eafe  and  peace; 
0  think  it  was  better  with  me  once  than  now:  when 
fears  drive  thee  from  him.  yet  return,  1  Sam.  xii.  21, 
22.  O  here  is  that  which  hardens  hearts,  breaks  your 
peace,  and  grieves  the  Lord  fo  as  he  is  forced  to  fend 
wany  fad  affliftions,  becaufe  you  lye  in  your  tails:  O 
be  not  long,  nor  far  from  him.  He  returns  to  thee 
when  thou  art  moft  unkind  to  him:  return  when  he  . 
is  ever  kind.  He  returns  to  thee  though  he  has  no 
need  of  thee,  thou  haft  of  him:  **  He  will  not  leave 
thee:''  O  leave  not  him. 

10.  He  has  from  before  all  worlds  loved  thee,  >vhea 
norcafon  for  it,  Jer.  xxxi,  i,  2,  3.  Thou  haft  ne- 
gleftcd  to  lov«  him  long,  all  thy  youth,  nay  it  may  be 
*ll  thy  life;  O  you  beloved  of  the  Lord,  begin  to  do 
It  now,  when  there  is  all  rcafon  for  it,  when  heaven 
calls  for  it,  earth  calls  for  it,  ordinances  plead  for  it,  , 
Spirit  faith  come,  and  calls  for  it  too.  It  may  be  thy 
life  is  not  long..    What  not  yet? 

H4  ^ef(. 
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^efu  But  how  Ihall  I  come  to  do  this,  thus  to  love 
the  Lord. 

Anf.  The  Lord  only  can  plant,  can  water  thia 
grace,  yet  becaufe  the  Lord  docs  it  by  means,  I  will 
give  you  fome  now. 

L  Labour  to  find  out  the  true  fweetncfs,  and  to 
tafte  the  bittcrnefs  of  the  deceitful  fweetnefs  of  all 
creatures ;  for  this  is  a  rule  in  rcafon,  a  man's  af- 
fe£lions,  like  flreams  mud  run  fome  way:  and  it  is  a 
rule  in  theology,  ftop  the.  aflFcflions  from  running  to 
the  creature,  and  in  a  f*ncere  heart  it  will  run  unto 
Chritt,  Hof.  ii.  6,  7.  if  it  be  from  all  creatures: 
iTow,  then  the  affe£tion  is  turned  from  the  creature, 
when  it  finds  the  bitternefs  of  the  deceiving  fweetncfs 
of  it:  and  fecondly,  finds  out  the  real  fweetnefs  of  it; 
for  make  it  as  a  rule,  when  a  man*s  heart  cannot 
love  Chrift,  unlefs  it  be  when  it  is  benumbed,  it  is 
becaufe  he  has  fome  what  clfe  to  joy  his  heart;  nowr 
let  the  creature  yield  you  no  more  joy,  and  Chrift  has 
your  love:  indeed  you  may  and  muft  joy  in  tbcW^ 
fweetnefs  of  it,  and  this  will  cncreafe,  and  not  dimmiiu 
ypur  love. 

^eft.  What  Is  the  real  fweetnefs  of  the  creature? 

Anf.  Chriil's  love:  O  fee  this,  if  Chrift  fhouU 
Dot  love  thee,  would  not  thy  life  be  death,  thy  falva- 
tion  from  many*  dangers  be  damnation,  thy  friends 
miferable  comforters,  thy  joys  forrows?  what  good 
would  any  thing  do  thee  if  ,thou  hadft  thefe  thoughts, 
all  thefe  I  have,  but  wrath  with  them  ?  What  com- 
fort can  a  man  take  in  his  feaft,  if  news  were  then 
brought,  that  after  it  is  done,  you  muft  go  to  the  ftal^* 
to  be  burnt?  You  that  jov  -in  your  paftimes,  ^^ 
frown  of  Chrift  would  blaft  all.  O  fee  this,  Pfalm 
Ixiii-  **  Thy  loving-kindnefs  is  better  than  life,  in  thy 
*'  favour  is  life."  Now  joy  for  this,  and  this  will  knit 
your  heart  nearer  to  him^  For  Jefus'  fake  ponder 
this  point. 

Now  2*   Tafte  the  bitternefs  of  the  fweetnefs  re- 

mainiQg 


mamiflg  now  it  is  diftilled  ;  and  Satan  fliews  a  three- 
fold fweetnefs,  before,  in,  and  after  the  enjoying 
of  it. 

Now  I.  Before,  remember  how  they  have  drawQ 
away  and  held  thy  heart  from  God,  done  'thee  more 
burt  than  all  afflidions,  many  a  fweet  fmile  hadft  thou 
bad  from  God,  but  for  them. 

2*  In  the  enjoying  of  it^  it  is  fweet,  but  when  it  it 
fweet  to  thee,  it  is  then  moil  bitter  to  the  heart  of 
Qod ;  when  thy  joy  is  kindled,  the  Lord's  forrow  ia 
ilirred  up  and  provoked. 

3.  After.  I.  It  will  draw  thy  heart  from  God: 
and,  2.  It  will  be  bitter  in  thy  belly  at  laft.  What- 
ever fweetnefs  draws  thee  from  the  love  of  Ghritt,  O 
it  will  be  bitter,  Rom.  vi.  21.  Chew  upon  this,  and 
fee  if  any  thing  here  be  worthy  of  your  joy,  and  if  not> 
then  return  to  your  firft  hufband. 

II.  Tafte  the  all-fufficiency  of  the  loveofChrlft: 
a  woman  that  is  not  content  with  her  hufband's  love, 
ihe  Will  not  love  him  as  it  is  fit.  So  when  other 
things  make  love  to  us,  and  the  Lord's  love  is  not 
enough,  Cant.  i.  4.  "  More  than  wine  :"  hence  •*  the 
**  upright  love  thee."  Do  but  fit  down  and  think 
what  this  is  :  If  once  he  loves  thee,  whatever  he  can 
ke  will  do  for  thee,  he  wiil  order  ^11  thy  life,  not  one 
thing  fhall  hart  thee,  every  thing  in  providence  Ihall 
work  for  thy  glory,  fins,  forrows,  &c.  fo  as  thou  fhalt 
fey  his  denials  are  better  than  his  gifts,  his  blows  bet^. 
tcr  than  fmiles,  his  withdrawings  better  than  his  pre- 
fence,  ihefe  evils  better  than  joys,  and  when  once  he 
loves  me,  he  will  never  leave  me,  that  come-life> 
come  death,  I  am  fafe.     O  tafte  this ! 

III.  See  the  Lord  Jefus  now  as  he<^  and  in  truth 
this  were  enough   to  make  any  proftne  heart  lovo 
hiHJ,  much  more  a  faint  efpoufed  to  him,    but  the 
f^rd  has  hid  himfelf  from  their  eyes,   fliall   he  l^e  fo»  ^ 
is*  he  f6  from  yours  ?   1  Pet.  i.  8.  *'  When  feeing  not 

**  with  bodily  eyes,  but  with  faith,   ye  love  hin\,»» 

I  Joha 
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1  John  iii.  1,2,3.    "  We   fliall  fee  him   as  he  is.^* 

Why,  fuppofe  the  day  of  doom  was  come,  Ghrift  m 
the  clouds,  iand  all  creatures  before  hitOi  all  angels 
minillering  to  him,  in  all  the  glory  of  his  Father; 
O  then  the  love  of  Chrift,  O  one  fmile,  one  word  of 
Chriil  would  be  precious.  Lord  !  that  men  ibould  be 
in  a  dream.  SeeOhriil  a  little  higfier  fet  in  his  throne, 
a  place  more  glorious,  though  lefs  feen,  in  all  the  glory 
of  his  Father,  all  mighty  angels  miniftering  to  him, 
all  the  world  put  into  his  hand,  doing  what  he  will, 
and  all  he  will ;  why  will  you  not  love  him  now  ?  Is 
the  gofpel  a  fable  ?  fay  fo  if  it  be,  then  love  him  not 
if  you  can.  When  Simeon  and  the  wife  men  faw 
him,  though  but  in  his  abafement,  they  honoured 
him,  much  more  now  when  they  fee'  him  in  glory* 
It  is  a  queftion  whether  the  beams  of  the  fun  are  fire: 
Some  demonflrate  it  thus ;  Take  a  glafs,  and  gather 
together  the  beams,  it  burns.  Therefore,  fo,  if  you 
would  fee  fo  as  to  be  affeded,  gather  together  the 
beams  of  his  glory  and  love ;  thus  you  fee  the  means 
to  get  fit  love,  and  if  it  be  loft,  O  now  get  it  again, 
left  the  Lord  ftrain  for  it,  elfe  you  are  not  fit ;  and  if 
it  be  not  any  love  that  fuffices,  much  lefs  no  love,  as 
in  many  of  you :  but  confider,  i  Cor.  xvi.  22.  *•  He 
**  that  loves  not  Chrift,  let  him  be  accurfed  :'*  O 
that  this  might  b^  won  from  you  !  O  little  love  goes 
out  to  Chrift,  who  fees  it  not !  Ordinances  of  Chrift, 
men  are  weary  of  them  ;  the  truths  of  Chrift,  defpife 
them;  the  fervants  of  Chrift,  they  quarrel  with 
them.  Now  recover  your  love,  the  Lord  help  you 
fo  to  do. 

SECT.     III. 

.Extort. 2'  1  O  do  the  work  of  Ghf ift,  to  be  daily 
at  it,  and  finiftiing  of  it ;  for  look  as  it  was  with  the 
head,  it  is  Ip  with  all  the  members  that  are  to  remain 
^  while  in  this  life,  they  have  fome  work  to  do  for 


the  Lord;  fome  comroon,  feme  fpecial  work,  and 
when  that  is  done,  now  they  arc  ready  to  return  home 
again.  Hence  John  xvii.  4,  5.  ^*  I  have  iinifhed  the 
"  work,*'  and  now  he  ilands  at  the  door  and  knocks, 
and  is  ready  for  entrance,  "  Now  glorify  me  with 
*^  thyfelf ;"  and  you  fhail  find  a  faithful  heart  will 
neither  be  willing  nor  ready  to  go  till  this  is  done. 

^tfr/>.  What  is  this  ivoik  I  am  to  do  ? 

Anf.  I  have  anfwcred  this  clfewhcre  at  large,  yet 
thefe  two  things  I  would  fay, 

I.  That  a  man's  chief  work  lies  not  in  facile  du- 
ties :  for  though  grace  and  Chriil's  Spirit  makes  dnties 
cafy,  his  yoke  eafy  ;  yet  there  is  a  contrary  fpirit  that 
will  make  them  hard  and  difficult  at  firfl. 
•  2.  Left  I  fliould  leave  you  unfatisfied  altogether, 
we  fhall  find  a  Chriftian  life  is  carried  with  a  double 
motion :  i.  In  fceking  of  God  in  his  ordinances. — '- 
2.  Or  in  walking  with  God  out  of  his  ordinances ; 
thtfe  are  joined  together,  Gen.  vi.  8,  9.  Noah  found 
grace,  hence  fought  it,  though  not  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world :  and  hence  Noah  walked  with  God.  Hence 
we  fee  Chrill  was  fometime  in  the  mount  alone,  fome- 
time  abroad  going  up  and  down  doing  good.  Mofes 
in  the  mount  and  in  the  camp  too.  Now  look  as 
before  a  man  is  jullified,  his  chief  work  then  is  to  feek 
God  in  his  ordinances  for  a  principle  :  fo  a  foul  no^ 
efpoufed  to  Chrift  is  to  walk  with  Chrift  :  now  walk- 
ing implies  condant  following  of  another,  or  a  con« 
tioual  work;  fo  Chrift  has  work  for  you  every  ma- 
ment.  Hence  in  every  company,  time,  place,  temp- 
tation, enquire  thus  :  Am  I  not  like  to  lofe  my  time, 
my  heart,  Chrift's  honour?  What  work  has  Chrift 
for  me  to  do  ?  hold  here,  for  here  lies  your  work. 
Look  as  an  ambitious  man  aiks.  How  ferves  this  for 
my  honour^  and  Satan  how  he  may  diftionour  Chrift; 
fo  do  yon  aik,  how  you  may  honour  him,  Rom.  vi, 
19.  **  As  you  have  given  yourfelves  in^ruraents  of 
^  iniquity,'*  &c.    And  now  becaufe  wc  live  in  timcy* 
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and  places  wheratn  men  h^ve  fo  much  work  of  thw 
own  to  do,  that  Ghrilt  is  neglefled,  wherein  very  few 
walk  with  God.  Hence  men  taking  men's  examples 
for  patterns  and  copies  of  their  courie,  content  them- 
selves to  do  as  others  do  :<  And  this  being  a  cfofe  a^ 
mainly  confiding  in  what  is  unfeen  ;  and  becaufe  men 
are  apt  to  put  off  Chrift  with  defires,  and  ferve  Satan 
indeed,  and  becaufe  apt  to  refolve  all  religion  into 
fome  two  or  three  duties  or  graces,  and  becaufe  mens 
hearts  are  catching  at  comforts  and  promifes,  but  com- 
mands tedious  and  burdenfome  ;  I  Ihall  prefs  this  up- 
on thcfe  motives ;  only  here  let  me  premifc  when  I 
prefs  you  to  this,  it  is  not  to  a  covenant  of  works,  as 
though  you  could  afil  yourfel  ves,  but  we  look  toGhrift*s 
blood  and  Spirit  to  let  on  things ;  I  fpeak  to  them  un- 
der grace,  who  have  the  Spirit  without,  and  faith  with- 
in to  2lQl  and  carry  them  here.     But, 

M9t.  I.  Whofe  work  will  you  do?  you  cannot  ceafe 
to  do  Chrift's  work,  but  you  mufl  do  your  own  work, 
(I  fpeak  not  for  idlenefs)  that  is,  you  muft  ferve  your 
lull;  now  confieer  what  good  did  thyfelf  ever  do  thee, 
nay,  Satan  never  fuch  as  thy  own  felf:  and  will 
you  fall  down  to  fuch  an  image !  Shall  thy  lu^  have 
content  more  and  rather  than  Ghrift  ? 

2.  Gonfider  the  Lord  will  take  care  and  charge  of 
thee,  to  do  thy  work,  to  bring  about  thy  ends  for  thee, 
do  but  thou  do  his.  Martha  was  cumbered  about 
jnany  things,  hence  forfook  the  better  part :  fo  men 
negleft,  forget  Ghrift's  work,  becaufe  of  fo  many  dif- 
tratVions  of  their  own.  What  will  become  of  my 
hundred  talents?  What  will  become  of  my  wife;  child? 
Now  do  you  take  care  of  the  Lord's  work,  take  that 
for  your  charge,  and  the  Lord  will  take  charge  of 
you.  The  beft,  readied,  and  only  way  to  have  your 
own  ends,  is  to  feek  the  Lord's,  and  forget  your  own. 
As  in  Solomon,  his  great  work  and  care  was  to  rule 
a  ftate  well,  and  the  Lord  gave  all  the  reft.  S«t  thy 
face  to  the  fun,  and  thefe  fiiadows  will  follow  you. 

The 
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The  fervant  takes  charges  of  his  mailer's  work»  and 
be  need  not  trouble  himfelf  for  meat  and  drinks 
and  e  contra* 

Firlly  there  ihall  not  any  evil  hurt  thee,  whereaa 
elfe  thy  good  things  (hall,  I  fa.  xxvii.  3. 

Secondly,  All  creatnres  in  heaven  and  earth  (hall 
ferye  that  man  that  ferves  his  God,  Hofea  ii.  11.  23* 
whereas  elfe  they  groan  under  thee. 

Thirdly,  Angels  Ihall  come  out  of  heaveiv  to  guard 
thee. 

Fourthly,  Nay  the  Lord  Jefus  himfelf  fliall  (land  at 
the  top  of  the  ladder,  that  when  every  thing  elfe  ftiatl 
lea?e  thee,  he  fliall  then  bring  the  beft  wine  at  the  laft« 
he  will  be  a  portion  to  thee,  Pfalm  xvi.  Phil.  iii.  8. 

3^  Confider  that  the  more  difficult  any  duty  is,  tfa( 
aare  fwcetnefs  (hall  you  receive  if  you  break  through 
it;  men  plead  difficulty,  I  plead  gain.  Hence  he  thaC 
overcomes  (hall  eat  of  the  hidden  manna:  Hence 
never  any  fo  comforted,  honoured  as  Chrift,  becaufe 
never  any  went  through  fo  hot  a  work  for  the  Father 
as  Chrift,  Phil,  ik  You  plead  the  difficulty  of  a  Chrif- 
tian  life,  and  t^fte  not  the  fweetnefs  of  that  life ;  if 
you-  can  do  no  more  than  what  is  oafy,  and  pleafeth 
fclf,  the  Lord  will  never  let  you  tafte  the  fweetnefs  of 
plcafmg  him.  Have  you  not  fometimes  found  your 
hearts  dead  to  prayer  ?  yet  you  fell  to  it,  and  then  would 
aot  but  have  took  tlje  feafon  for  a  world. 

4.  Conlider,  let  the  duty  be  to  nature  impoffible^ 
yet  the  Lord  is  at  hand  to  help,  even  when  no  firength, 
lEiu  xl.  29.  Nay,  Hcb.  xi.  34.  "  Out  of  weaknefs 
•*  were  made  ftrong,^*  If  you  had  no  Chrift,  ro  Spi- 
rit, no  protnifes  to  aflTure  you  of  help,  you  might  theA 
ceafc  a^ing,  and  fay  it  is  impoffible  4  fliould  ever , 
overcome  fuch  evils,  attain  to  that  meafure;  but  when 
promifes  to  afiure,  and  Chrift  and  Spirit  at  hand,  now 
to  plead  irapoffibility,  is  to  reproach  the  Lord;  to 
Aink  he  will  fet  his  people  to  make  brick,  atid  give 
them  no  ftraw :  aay^  to  war  againft  God,  and  to  make 

the 
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the  Lord  war  againft  you,  Numb.  xiv.  You  know  hour 
they  cried  out  of  impoffiyilities,  and  now  the  Lord's 
anger  rofe  when  they  were  ready  to  enter  Canaan : 
So  when  men  are  ready  to  enter  upon  poffeffion  of 
Chrift,  and  promifes,  then  impoffibilities  appear.— 
Confider  therefore  what  the  Lord  did  for  David,  Gide- 
on,  Sampfon,  who  went  out  in  the  name  and  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  and  were  helped  :  If  you  were  under 
the  law,  you  might  plead  this,  but  under  grace  it  is 
horrible  to  make  this  excufe. 

5.  Confider  if  the  Lord  do  not  help  (as  he  will  be 
free)  yet  he  will  accept  thy  will,  I  know  he  will  not 
accept  the  wilhes  of  fervrants,  yet  he  will  accept  the 
will  of  fons ;  neither  will  he  accept  the  will  of  fons 
ia  a  work  they  might  have  ftrength  from  him  to  do^ 
and  go  not  to  him  for  it ;  but  in  that  cafe  he  will,  as 
2  Cor.  xii-  9,  that  is,  it  is  enough,  I  accept  thee  :  and 
this  is  very  fweet,  that  for  his  own  fake  he  (hould  be 
pleafcd  as  well  with  the  will  as  with  the  work;  for 
this  is  that  which  troubles,  I  would  have  help,  the 
Lord  gives  none ;  why  the  Lord  accepts  of  it  as  if 
thou  didll  it,  as  in  David*s  building  a  temple:  For 
a  Chrillian's  work  is  done  two  ways : 

Firft,  Sometimes  by  feeling,  when  we  feel  help. 

Secondly,  Sometimes  by  faith,  by  going  to  another 
for  it :  and  this  the  Lord  accepts  rapfl  mercifully ; 
for  this  is  his  vifilory  over  all  fin,  even  his  faith. — 
When  we  fee  a  duty  hard,  and  do  not  go  to  the  Lord 
for  help,  then  we  are  overcome  properly  ;  for  out  of 
the  abundance  of  the  heart  the  perfon  adts  for  Chrill. 

6.  Confider  the  Lord  will  honour  thee  (though  the 
work  doth  not.  John  xii.  26.  "  Him  will  my  Father 
**  honour,"  both  in  this  life,  Rom.  ii.  29.  and  in  that 
to  come*  Now,  as  it  is  in  afting  parts,  it  is  no  mat- 
ter what  fellow-aftors  think,  God  is  the  great  fpcfta- 
tor,  God  will  efteem  of  thee,  and  confcience  Ihall 
witnefs  as  much  when  no  eye  fees,  or  when  men  fee 
and  judge  amifs,  yet  the  Lord  approves;  and  at  the 

great 
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great  day  before  men,  angels,  and  all  the  world,  i  Cor« 
iv.  5.  **  Then  fhall  every  man  have  praife  of  God  :** 
and  hence  Mat.  xxv.  Chrill's  judgment  is  made  ac* 
cording  to  the  works  of  his  people  :  becaufe  then  they 
Ihall  not  be  compared  with  themfelves  and  their  fins, 
but  with  the  wieked  :  and  hence  to  fet  out  their  glory, 
he  reckons  up  all  the^  have  done.  All  men  in  all 
their  a£ts  feek  to  avoid  ihame,  and  attain  honour :  nour 
if  you  did  know  a  way  for  all  men  in  the  world  to 
honour  you,  would  you  not  attend  it  I  what  is  their 
dreams  to  God's  honour  ?  Hence  not  one  a£t  but  is 
now  chronicled,  Mai.  iii.  i6.  and  afterward  reward- 
ed, I  Cor.  XV.  58.  Oh  then  give  content  to  the 
Lord. 

7.  Confider  the  peace  you  iball  have  by  this  raeans^ 
both  while  you  live,  and  when  you  die  :  what  is  the 
caufe  of  fo  many  doleful  clamours  of  confcience,  but 
a  loofc  carelefs  heart,  the  Lord  is  neglefted;  that  when 
one  pleads  faith,  it  will  be  replied,  the  true  faith  is 
the  '*  faith  of  the  Son  of  God."  Now  is  the  faith 
of  God  a  carelefs  faith,  a  fecure,  worldly,  impenitent, 
dead  faith  ?  you  may  fit  down,  and  rife  again,  and  fay 
true,  yet  I  will  believe,,  fo  you  may,  but  it  will  be 
with  fuch  a  trembling  fpirit  as  you  will  find  no  peace: 
Neither  do  I  know  how  any  can  keep  his  peace  other- 
wife  ;  for  there  are  children  but  ftill-born  :  if  bom 
a  living  fon,  thou  wilt  live  to  God,  neceffarily  I  mud 
do  it :  But  by  this  means,  O  there  is  unfpeakaWe 
peace.  Mat.  xi.  29,  30.  Hence  Paul,  **  I  have 
"  finifhed  my  work,"  Slc.  John  xiv.  21, — 24.  you  live 
without  God,  and  walk  without  God,  and  pray  with- 
out God,  but  there  is  a  day  approaching  that  you  (hall 
appear  before  the  Lord  Jefus,  you  ftiall  wifti  then, 
O  that  I  had  lived  fo  and  fo  :  O.  do  that  now. 

8-  Confider  the  Lord  will  have  it  done,  it  rauft 
be  done ;  hence  Paul  faid,  **  Neceflity  lies  upon  me, 
"and  woe  to  me,"  &c.  the  Lord  Ihould  be  forfworn 
if  he  fhould  not  brin^  you  to  it,  Luke  i.  73»  74>  75* 

Ac- 
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"'According  to  the  oath,"  &c*  Beloved,  you  think 
lazy  dcfires  will  ferve  :  no,  it  mud  be  done  :  you  fay, 
I  cannot ;  it  muft  be  better  with  you.  And  hence  look 
for  a  rod,  and  that  the  Lord  will  bring  you  into  great 
afflidton  till  all  is  removed,  and  fo  purge  you;  and  if 
one  affliflion  will  not  do  it,  then  worfe  Ihall  come,  he 
loves  you  better  than  fo.  And.  remenjber  you  have 
Jiad  warning  this  <iay :  you  came  hither  for  the  Lord's 
work,  and  now  your  own  juftles  it  out:  look  that  God 
will  take  away  the  kingdom  from  you,  or  fet  oppref- 
fors  over  you,  or  fend  fome  ftings  among  you ;  and 
then  fay,  O  I  may  thank  ray  walking  unworthy  of 
God  and  gofpel  for  this. 

9.  Gonfider  elfe  you  fhall  make  the  blood  of  Chrift 
Ihed  of  no  effe£t,  2  Cor.  v.  14, 15.  Now  wicked  mea 
need  not  fear  this,  no  blood  Ihed  for  them.  Will 
you  do  fo  ?  Ood  forbid  :  The  Jews  have  killed  him, 
will  you  drag  him  up  and  down  the  ftreets,  trample  . 
on  his  blood,  and  put  him  to  open  fliame  ? 

10.  Confider  your  lime  is  but  fhort,  and  you  have 
done  but  little  work,  and  it  is  not  long  but  that  yonr 
crown  Ihall  be  put  upon  your  head.  It  is  noted  of 
Enech,  Gen.  v.  that  he  walked  with  God  three  hun* 
dred  years,  (and  that  having  fons  and  daughters,  hav- 
ing  family-contentments,  and  incumbrances,)  and  lie 
lived  the  fhorteft  time.  I  am  fure  angels  are  content 
to  come  out  of  heaven  to  do  the  work  of  God :  what, 
not  do  it  here  ?  Paul  thought  himfelf  born  too  foon, 
becaufe  for  a  time  he  lived  without  Chrift.  O  but 
now  make  trial,  and  you  will  find  it  the  fweeteft  life, 
that  you  will  fay,  why  have  I  negledled  this  fo  long  J 
And  if  thou  dofl  not  find  feven  times  more  peace  there- 
in than  in  all  the  world,  never  fet  foot  here. 

^eft^  How  (hall  I  thus  do  the  work  of  Chrift  ? 

Anf.  L  "Without  Chrift  you  can  do  nothing,'* 
John  XV.  5.  The  fun  runs  ftill  becaufe  It  is  light  of 
itfelf }  fo  when  the  Lord  is  in  you,  you  will  do  fb» 
Hence  go  not  out  to  any  duty  in  your  ov/ft  firength^ 

for 
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I  (ofthtn  yon  wilt  either  not  do  it^  or  not  hold  out  in 
I  it:  No  man  cda  hold  out  at  his  Work  that  feeds  not 
I  abundantly  on  .his  meat,  lb  here :  smd  here  note  bat 
I  ihcfe  two  things. 

i      I.  Do  m)t  only  hi  ordinances  do  thus,  but  out  of 

oi^nsDces  then,    as  in  partiouhir  times  of  trial  (for 

the  Lord  will  not  give  you  in  an  ordinance  as  much 

grace  as  fliall  ferve  you'  out  of  it)  lift  up  your  hearts 

to  Ghrift,  and  fay  as  Ghrift,   **  Father,  the  hour  is 

I  "  oonic,'  now  glorify  thy  name,"  John  xii.  2R.     So 

\  L^dfhere  is  work  to  do,   but  a  dead  heart  to  do,  tjuC 

I  i^2id  heart   is  upon  pie.  Lord  glorify  thy  name.     I 

have  fcldom  fecn  but  the  Lord  either  helped  then,  or 

^  feme  other  time  when  thou  didU  come,  and  then 

the  Lord  pats  xhet  in  remembrance  that  it  is  out  of 

rcfpeft  to  that. 

2.  Thus  coming  and  feeding  on  the  Lord  Jefus,  be- 
Kcre  that  he  will  help,  and  that  fhall  be  fo;  Ibme  have 
never  got  ftrength  againft  fiti  till  then,  but  this  has  con- 
quered difficulties,  Rom.  viii.  37,  38,  "  In  all  thefe 
**  things  we  overcome,  for  I  am  perfwaded,"  &c.  So 
you  conring  helplefs  to  a  Chrift,  all  his  ftrefagth  is  yours 
by  covenant.  Be  pe^fivaded  he  cannot  go  from  his 
^«^:  but  yet  we  muft  ufe  other  means  fan£lified  by 
I  thrift;   (bar  Ghrift  worketh   by  means.     And  thefe- 

I  II  Find  out  where  the  caufe  of  all  your  negligence 
I  «wi  floth  lies  in  not  doing  the  Lord^s  work,  nay  of 
I  your  doing  Satan's  work.  It  may  be  you  will  fay,  you 
I  <^not;  Lknow  there  is  that  in  faints  in  parts,  but 
I  thiifis  not  the  main;  therefore  I  will  tell  you  thus, 
I  I.  Before  converfion*  the  main  wound  of  men  is 
I  wirwill,  Fidfo- meliora  firoioj,;  dtxteriora  fe^uour: 
\  Hence  John  viii.  44.  "  His  lulls  ye  will  do."  Hence 
fc  Mat.  xxiii.  37,  *'  You  would  not:"  they  fay  hence 
I  we  have  a  will;  I  fay  no;  Arid  hence  we  anfwer  that 
[  ycat'obj/sSKon  for  poffibilities  to  keep  all  laws  by  uni- 
"^^Ai^  grace,  which  it  is  unjuft  to  puniflx  for  not  doing 
I  that 
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that  a  man  cannot  do.  We  anfwer.  There  is  a  donbte 
impotency.  Ex  infirmitate^  or  Ex  malignitate^  when 
aien  will  not,  Prov  xi.  12,  13. 

2.  Hence  it  follows  after  convcrfion,    though  the 
will  is  changed,   fo  that  a  man  would,   but  cannot  da 
many  things.  Ex  injtrmitatc^  yet  the  great  caufe  why  he 
cannot  do  more  is  from  the  remnant  of  malignity  not 
yet  removed.     A  nian  will  fleep,  he  loves  it,  and  fc- 
cretly  loaths  the  ways  of  the  Lord:  Hence  the  church, 
Ifa.  Ixiii.  17,  complains  of  this.     A  man  Ihall  find  his, 
heart  wills  the  end  exceedingly,   but  when  he  c6mcs  \ 
to  will  the  means,  there  his  heart  is  weary  of  them, 
and  loaths  them;    a  man  will  be  carelefs,    and  this 
being  not  feen,  is  not  fought  againft.     Sin  is  vilified,^ 
and  hence  the  enemy  to  all  good  remains  ftill.    It  is  j 
an  old  rul€,  Tantum  poffumus^  quantum  volumus*    Get , 
Chrift  to  help  here.  I 

3.  Make  this  your  laft  end,  to  live  unto  Chriftr] 
and  to  do  his  work :  Hence  Paul  did  not  account  hi*  | 
life  dear;  this  is  your  laft  end;  for  the  end  of  being  j 
born  by  faith,  nay,  of  being  redeemed  by  blood,  itis^ 
to  live  unto  Chrift,  Tit.  ii.  11.  When  you  cry  for , 
faith,  and  peace,  and  affarance,-  that  is  not  your  end, 
for  he  that  does  fo  is  a  vtry  hypocrite,  and  has  a  faWc 
heart,  but  it  is  to  live  to  Chrift:  Hence  Paul,  Phi'» 
iii.  9,  10.  12,  13.  fought  to  be  found  in  him,  but 
further  to  know  him,  &c.  The  Father  is  glorified  in  j 
our  bringing  forth  much  fruit.  Hence  ,mafe  it  yout^^ 
laft  end,  and  then  your  happinefs  will  lie  in  adllng  thus,! 
and  that  is  a  man's  happinefs  he  is  carried  to  with^ 
inoft  infinite  delight.  For  prefs  people  to  do  Chrift'* 
\vork,  their  hearts  arc  dead;  tell  them  the  Lord  JcfuSj 
fliall  have  a  name  by  what  they  do  for  him,  yet  dcad^j 
becaufe  that  is  not  their  laft  end.  But  come  to  this,, 
now  it  will  do;  a  man  cannot  bear  a  crofs,  yet  leti 
him  confider,  the  Lord  fliall  gain  though  I  do  not; 
fo  for   faith,   fo  for  any  other  duty.    Men  think  it 


good,  bat  not  their  greateft  good.  Hence,  fee  Chrift 
better  than  thyfelf,  and  his  honour  belter  tlian  thyfelf, 
and  his  honour  better  than  thy  glory  forever*  Hence 
the  Lord  denies  us  help,  becaufe  we  alk  it  for  our  lulls^ 
nor  for  himfelf,  James  iv.  3. 

4«  Keep  thofe  glorious  apprchenfions  of  the  Lord 
and  his  ways,  which  you  have  fometimes  in  an  ordi- 
nance: You  are  fometimes  near  the  Lord,  and  you  then 
fee  a  beauty  in  Chrift,  in  his  ways,  and  then  thinkell . 
ftall  I  ever  wrong  him  more  ?  then  (hall  you  come 
and  lofe  your  light,  and  fo  you  ever  lofc  your  ilrength 
and  life.  Hence  Eph.  v.  11.  It  is  as  with  a  maa 
^at  eats,  but  he  loofeth  and  fpends  his  fpirits,  be  can 
do  no  more  work,  but  faints  away :  fee  2  Pet.  ii.  9* 
Stephen  can  be  content  to  have  flones  about  iis  ears^ 
^hea  he  can  fay,  "  I  fee  Jefus."  And  hence  whea 
ftofe  glorious  apprehen^ons  come  into  your  rainds^ 
fi^mp  them  there;  for  fet  up  other  images  of  othef 
things,  your  minds  and  your  hearts  will  bow  down 
^very  moment  to  them.  Does  not  Chriil's  Spirit  do  v 
^3?  yes,  but  by  this  medium,  2  Cor,  iii,  18.  "  Asl 
**  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.'* 

SECT.    IV.    ^ 

P/e4.  /\FTER  you  have  done  your  work,  be  evef 
'JjQmfale,  and  be  ready  to  give  the  Lord  the  honour  of 
l^iis  grace,  that  ever  he  gave  any  thing  to- you,  that 
i^^crhedid  any  thing  by  you;  for  the  laft  end  of  all' 
jthc  eled,  it  is  to  admire  and  honour  the  riches  of 
;^*s  grace,  Eph.  i.  5,  6.  Hence  the  fall  was  per- 
Mnt6;  never  fhould  grace  have  been  feen,  if  fin  and 
imfery  had  not  come  in.  Now,  if  this  be  our  laft  end 
in  glor/,  then  the  heart  is  ready  to  have  immediate 
fcllowftjp  vvith  Chrift  there,  when  it  is  ready  to  aft 
^  its  laft  end.  Hence,  it  is  frequent  in  the  Pfalms, 
Wen  David  was  in  any  ftrait,  wanted  any  mercy,  nay 
F^prefcacfe  of  the  Lord  here;  this  is  the  laft  end  he 
I  "  1 2  purfuesi 

i 
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purfues,  tli^  lad  word  he  fpeaks  before  the  Lord, 
"  My  foul  fhall  blefs  thee,"  as  Pfal.  Ixiii.  3,^4.  and 
hence  when  all  his  enemies  were  fubducd,  and  he 
ready  to  lay  all  in  the  dull,  he  gives  the  Lord  all, 
2  Sam.  xxii.  per  tomm^  and  xxiii.  5.  Beloved,  this  it 
heaven^s  work;  O  learn  this  fong  before  you  go  there, 
which  none  can  learn  but  the  redeemed  and  fealed  of 
the  Lord,  'Rev.  xiy.  3,  John  i.  xiv.  It  is  writ  of 
Chrirt,  he  was  ''  full  of  grace  and  truth;''  do  you  ever 
thihk  to  meet  with  him,  that  get  not  your  hearts  full, 
of  the  fenfe  of  it  ? 

Before  I  come  therefore  to  prefs  this,  I  fliall  premife 
thefe  two  things, 

Firll,  That  the  Lord  in  all  his  dealings  with  his 
people,  feeks  laftly  to  bring  about  trf^  glory  of  his 
grace:  he  regards  nothing  men  do,  if  at  laft  they  deny 
him  this:  he  refpe^ls  not  what  fins  and  evils  men  have, 
if  at  lall  he  gets  this,  for  this  is  his  lall  end;  hence  all 
he  doth  to  his  people,  for  his  peopl^  by  his  people,  it 
'  is  for  this.     And  hence 

1.  He  leaves  them  a  long  time  in  their  graves  and 
fins,  that  they  live  like  other  men,  which  is  ftrange,  that 
he  that  has  loved  them  fo  long,  fliould  leave  them  fo 
long  to  be  as  bad  as  any,  yet  this  he  doth,  becaufe  it 
makes  for  the  praife  of  his  grace,  Ephef.  ii^  4,  7.  8. 
*'  Dead  in  fin,  that  in  ages  to  come,"  &c.  And  this 
doth  fo  confound  God's  people,  that  they  wi(h  nol 
only  heaven,  but  earth,  and  ages  to  come  may  record 
this  love. 

2.  Hence  out  of  men  fallen^  he  picks  out  ufuall) 
the  poorell  and  vileit,  the  younger  brother  lefs  \^ved 
out  of  a  family,  leaves  the  elder,  Rom.  ix.  11.  aik 
**  the  foolifli,  and  weak  things,  and  things  that  an 
*<  not,  that  no  flefli  might  glory,  but  in  the  Lord,' 
I, Cor.  i.  a6.  31.  and  this  is  flrange  that  the  Lon 
fhould  chufe  thus,  but  this  he  doth  to  blur  the  glorj 
of  all  the  world. 

3.  Hence  the  Lord  favcs  by  faith,  and  juftifies  h 

faith 
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faith,  and  feals  by  faith,  £ph.  i.  13*  and  fan^ifies  b/ 
faiths  and  glorifies  by  faith,  i  Pet  i.  3.  So  that  all 
a  ChrifHan^s  life  is  a  beggar's  life,  and  it  is  ilrange  tho 
Lord  iliould  *choolc  the  bafcll,  poorefl  grace  to  fave 
by;  and  the  end  is  the  glory  of  his  grace,  Rom*  iv.  16. 
It  is  of  faith  that  it  might  be  of  grace. 

4.  The  Lord  leaves  many  wants  in  his  people, 
under jytfhich  they  fit  fighing,  and  that  fomctimc  very 
long,  rcfufeth  to  hear  their  prayers,  that  they  may 
repair  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  fo  in  conclufioq 
blefs  grace,  Htb.  iv.  16. 

5.  Hence  the  L^-^rd  takes  away  fometimes  thofc 
feelings,  thofe  enlargements  they  had,  and  baits  them 
with  mod  vexing  fins,  and  pricking  diiUmpers, 
J  Cor.  xii.  7.  9.  and  it  is  to  advance  grace. 

6.  Hence  the  Lord  is  fometimes  angry  with  his 
people,  and-*idcs  his  face  from  them,  that 'if  ever  he 
returns  in  lave,  his  grace  may  be  the.fwecter,  and  lall 

I  the  longer,  Ifa.  liv.  7.  Nay,  hence  fometimes  ftripa 
them  fo  of  all  that  they  have  had,  or  can  do,  that  if 

j  you  a/k  what  have  you- now  to  fay  for  yourfelves? 

[nothing  but    grace,    their  mouths  are  ftopt.     Hence 

;  Pfalm  vi,  "  Lord  fave  mc  for  thy  mercies  fake." 
Pfalm  li-  II.     **  According  to  the  multitude  of  thy 

I "  raercies,*'  &c. 

7.  Hence  the  Lord  fpeaks  peace  to  his  people,  that 
they  may  fay,  I  was  fo  vile,  and  yet  loved;  O  grace! 
0  love!  Ezek.  xvi.  63.     When  they  fee  nothing  but 

;  fliamc,  and  fhanie  covers  them,  and  are  afraid  to  appear 
before  God,  it  isfor  this  end.  I  wijl  name  no  more. 
^ Do  you  not  obferve  it?  Sometimes  you  fhall  find  the 
[ L>rd  fo  ftrangely  carrying  matters,  as  if  he  did  not, 
jlove  nor  care  for  his  people,  againft  the  hair  and 
;  grain  of  their  defires,  and  when  all  comes  to  winding 
i^P»  it  is  to  advance  grace.  Alt  a  man's  good  days, 
|,and  bad  days,  all  God's  frowns  and  fmiles,  all  the 
^rd*s  food  and  pbyfic,  all  God  cares  for,  works^ 
I  plots  fpr,  it  is  tp  do  his  people  ao  more  hurt  thaa 
^  '  I3  this, 
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this  to  advance  bis  grace  in  them,  and  by  them. 
All  his  hewtngs  and  hammerings  of  you,  nay,  his 
knocking  you  to  pieces,  and  neiv  melting,  and  nevr 
cafting  of  you,  it  is  that  you  may  be  Veflcls  of  his 
glorious  grace,  that  you  may  be  able  to  live  in  the 
air  of  God's  grace,  to  fuck  in,  and  breath  out  grace; 
and  let  all  the  power  of  hell  feek  to  blur  it,  yet  grace 
Ihall  conquer.  Who  would  not  be  under  grace?  0 
poor  creature!  Satan  is  tempting,  fm  vexing,  yet 
grace  mull  reign. 

Secondly,  This  I  fay,  that  God's  own  people  do 
by  llrange  ways  and  courfes  deny  the  Lord,  and  de- 
prive the  Lord  of  the  glory  of  his  rich  grace;  for 
that  being  the  diamond  in  God's  crown,  and  the  be- 
loved attribute  vv.-jich  God  intends  to  advance,'  all  the 
policy  of  hell  is  againfl  this;  this  is  the  reafon  why 
Satan's  enmity  is  fo  bitter  againft  faith,  as  in  Peter; 
and  obferve,  however  there  be  many  temptations,  his 
end  is  to  cruih  faith :  the  reafon  is,  as  it  is  with  an 
enemy,  if  the  befieged  has  water  brought  to  the  city 
by  pipes,  he  cuts  off  them  and  flops  them;  fo  faith 
fetching  all  from  grace,  and  returning  all  to  grace, 
hence  faith  is  oppofed  moft;  and  hence  the  unregc- 
nerate  part  will  take  Satan's  part)  and  doth  ftrangcly 
rob  the  Lord  of  the  glory  of  this;  though  I  confefs  the 
Lord  will  have  it  for  all  that  they  feek  to  fcatter  it, 
Ifa.  xliii.  21,  22.  It  is  Orange  to  fee  how  few  plot 
for  the  praife  of  grace;  hence,  how  many  are  flraitned, 
nay,  do  crofs  Chrift  in  this.     As, 

I.  If  the  Lord  give  them  not  what  grace  they 
would,  then  they  flight  what  little  he  bellows;  and 
if  he  gives  them  much,  then  they  folace  tjiemfelves 
in  it,  and  grow  puft  up  and  proud.  It  is  the  temper 
of  God's  own  people  to  fet  up  fuch  a  meafure  of  God's 
grace  and  Spirit  which  they  would  have,  and  therein 
they  do  well:  Paul,  Phil-  iii.  ii.  looked  to  the  refur- 
reftion  of  the  dead ;  but  if  the  Lord  denies  them  tl^t 
(as  he  wlU  make  his  people  live  from  hand  to  mouth)* 

they 
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Aey  flight  what  they  have,  either  as  if  all  were  but 
fcypacrify,  or  becaufe  it  is  but  liitle,  not  fo  much 
ts  they  would  have,  and  hercift  they  do  ill;  for 
here  the  Lord  lofeth  the  glory  of  feme  grace,  lor 
it  is  grace  that  you  hg^-e  the  leaft  defires  after; 
B^^  that  ]^u  do  but  know  what  it  is  and  fee  the 
vant  of  it,  and  yet  ever  complaining,  and  never 
rejoicing;  for  every  degree  of  gracie  in  faints,  ia 
virtually  faving,  though  formally  common.  But 
fappole  the  Lord  fills  the  bottle  full,  and  gives  as 
much  [leace,  affcftions,  enlargements  of  heart,  as  it 
has  alraoft  required  (for  there  are  fpring-tidea,  and 
over-flowing  times  of  God's  Spirit),  now  they  are 
ready  to  fwcH,  and  be  puft  up  above  raeafure,  as 
Paul,  2  Cor.  xii.  7.  **  Lell  I  Ihould  be  exalted  above 
"mcafure;"  for  thefe  is  felf-love  in  faints.  Hence 
they  defire  an  excellency  in  therafelves:  hence,  when 
they  find  none  of  their  own,  they  are  apt  to  deck  and 
fetout  ihemfelves  with  what  the  Lord  has  done,  and 
fo  to  joy  in  this,  and  now  to  think  themfelves  better 
than  others  of  Grod's  faints,  whereas  thev  fhould  be 
niore  vile,  and  advance  grace  the  more,  Eph.  iii.  8, 
*'  To  me  the  leaft  of  faints.'*  And  hence  the  Lord 
after  greatefl  deliverances  and  mercies  fends  great  for- 
rows,  as  to  thetn  in  the  wildernefs.  Hence  the  Lord 
(  takes  away  affeftions,  and  they  die,  that  grace  might 
I   be  the  more  advanced. 

I  2.  If  the  fins  of  their  hearts  are  common,  and  can- 
1  not  ha  removed,  and  fo  feem  little,  then  they  pafs 
'  them  by,  and  never  take  notice  of  them,  God  will 
pardon  them,  and  hence  the  Lord  has  fad  times  of 
!  reckoning  (with  a  rod  in  his  hand)  with  his  own 
[  people,  Ezek.  vi.  9.  That  thofe  loofe  times 'are  heavy 
I  times,  this  is  for  my  negleft,  &c. ;  but  hereby  grace 
lofeth  glory ;  for  how  can  they  fee  how  deeply 
they  are  indebted  to  the  Lord,  if  they  cannot. fee 
their  debt?  on  the  other  fide,  if  their  fins  be 
very  violent,    and   their  diftempers   fo  flrong,    that 

I  4  they 
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they  think  ftone  like  me,  naw  their  herftrt«  fink^  Mi 
die  avray,  and  grow  difcouraged*  a-nd  all  the  vfe  idhey 
maike  i$  this,  I  thiok  it  will  .never  be  better  with  me^ 
and  can  there  be  life  f  >r  me  fo  dead,  delbv^rance,  re^- 
dempiioi)  for  me  in  fuch  bondage,  love  for  oae  fbU 
cannot  but  1  .ath  niyfelf,  an9  if  others  did  know  j||^« 
they  would  da  fo  too.  Can  the  Lord  love  mc  nw^ 
Yes,  beloved,  that  he  can  and  will,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  i^* 
**  Though  Abraham  know  us  not,  yet,"  &c.  But 
bere  is  your  fin,  when  you  ihould  make  ^his  life  of 
all,  to  feel  the  more  need  of  grace  to  pity,  and  fay, 
the  more  precious  Xhall  grace  be  to  me  forenrer:  yo9^ 
hearts  now  fink.  The  Lord  brings  his  people  iajd 
very  low  condition  to  humble  them,  and  XX)  Acv 
them  more  of  his  grace,  Pfal.  IxxvUi,  ig.  ''  Can  God 
•*  prepare  a  table?'*  they  fpake  thw^ein  agaioft  God: 
fo  it  is  here;  for  herein  the  Lord's  grace  ia  feen,  X^ 
love  them  when  lepers. 

3.  Grace  that  has  been  ihewn  for  liines  paft,  they 
forget  it,  z  Pet.  i.  9.  And  what  is  this  but  deibroyiiig 
Ood's  grace  ?  for  why  is  grace  (o  prtqious  at  ^rft 
converfiug,  that  heaven  and  eartli  are  too  little  (o  hold 
praifes  enough  for  it  ?  And  afterward,  the  Lord  has 
little  love,  O  you  forget  what  once  you  were,  ain) 
Vhat  the  Lord  has  done;  hence  i  Tim.  i.  13,  14.  I 
was  fa  and  fo,.  8cc.  but  now  have  received  abundant 
grace.  You  have  had  many  meetings  with  Godi 
many  anfwers  frona  G')d,  many  confolations  and  times 
of  refreihing  and  reviving,  and  thefe  forgott^  an4 
buried,  the  life  of  them  after  a  year  or  two  expired^ 
And  what  is  this  but  cclipfing  God's  grace  ?  On  the 
ether  fide,  as  for  grace  for  time  to  come,  they  fear  it, 
efpecially  when  worms  and  no  men  in  their  own  eyes. 
Hence  faith  God,  "  Fear  not,  worm  Jacob,"  Ifa.  xji» 
14.  There  is  a  certain  divining  fpirit  (as  one  onqs 
told  me),  that  until  tiiat  was  pulled  out,  no  hoiiot^r 
can  the  Lord  get.  Before  you  come  to  word  or 
prayer^  thou  wilt  fear  thou  fiiaU  pever  get  any  good; 

dnd 


TFJX  vaouw.  1 J7 

•lid  vhefl  the  Lofd  gires  ariy,  thoo  viH  &ar  tfaoa 
ftali  never  held  out;  and  <wha£  promife*ibeTer  is 
aade,  >£h<m  wUt  feftr  thou  fliait  never  find  it.  And 
wkat  2lQes  this  but  tdipfe  grace?  we  Aiould  go  with 
boldsefe  to  the  throne  of  ^race ;  nay^  hence,  let  tfae 
Ltfi  (sad  never  £o  much  ixiercy  for  the  prelent,  a  fear 
Vttl.oiC  off  all,  ^at  all  this  J^vill  rife  up  in  judgment 
agaifiit  me. 

4.  When  they  are  moft  &  to  honour  God's  grace 
by  faith,  now  they  will  not  believe,  not  then  above 
any  otiier  time :  for  then  a  man  is  moft  fit  to  honour 
grace,  when  he  feels  moft  need  o{  it ;  and  when  hath 
k  moft  iieed,  hut  when  ^e  feels  moft  emptinefs  ?  why 
aofr  above  any  other  time  a  man  will  not  come  ifl^ 
but  will  have  fomewha£  in  himfelf  firft,  and  then  ho 
will,  when  his  heart  is  fo  and  (q  fweetly  fettled,  &c. 
Beoce  Luke  xiy«  poor,  ead  blind,  and  lame,  and  halt 
CQmpelled  to  come  in :  one  would  think  there  needed 
B9C  that;  t>ut  now  when  fiiteit,  now  they  will  not: 
br  let  any  man  obferve  what  would  endear  his  heart 
U  nuich  to  grace  as  this :  to  think  if  it  be  the  Lord's 
Blind  to  fave  a  poor,  dead,  condemned  creature,  thea 
bappy  I!  This  is  wonderful,  this  hath  quickened 
4esd  love,  «nd  dead  faith,  and  a  dead  heart.  And 
tn  the  'Piher  fide,  if  the  Lord  delay,  if  it  comes  not  at 
tl^ir  own  time,  then  they  diftru ft  it;  Grace!  alas!  I 
M  myfelf  never  a  whit  better:  For  there  be  tw^ 
thing*  in  fakh, 

Fi'rft,  A  coming  tg  Chrift,  which  i?  our  work,  that 
ii,  God's  work  in  us. 

Secondly,  Receiving  what  I  come  for  frpm  Chrift, 
Vbich  is  the  lord's  work:  Now,  the. firft  gives 4vU 
4ei|ce  be  fliall  have  it,  John  vi.  35.  37,  Henpe  the 
Lord  will  have  them  rejoice  in  what  Chrift  hath,  as, 
♦*  n^y  grace  is'fufecient;"  but  if  it  comes  upt  prcfentlyt 
tben  they  caft  off  faith,  and  fo  caft  away  grace^  I  feejl 
BO  good:  hence  John  iv.  48,  &c.     I  know  there  is  |i 

feeding 
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feeming  coming  to  Chrift,  to  have  the  grace  of  Chrift 
and  fin  too,  and  thb  you  may  well  caft  off:  and  a 
coming  for  his  grace  and  Spirit  only,  and  you  defpife 
grace,  and  diftruft  the  Lord  if  you  caft  off  this,  or 
you  fcek  to  put  the  Lord  out  of  his  working  by  a  co- 
venantof  grace  (where  he  takes  his  time  as  he  pleafe$), 
V  and  give  a  flat  lie  to  all  promifes  of  grace,  and  refufc 
to  be  contented  with  Ghrill^s  graCe,  that  thou  mighteft 
have  the  more  attributed  to  thyfelf,  and  the  Lord  the 
lefs. 

5.  Either  they  think  not  of  the  exceeding  greatnefs 
of  the  Lord's  love  and  free  grace  to  the^n ;  and  hence 
Paul  bows  to  heaven  for  this,  Eph.  iii.  16,  17.  And 
hence  it  com«s  to  pafs,  that  look  as  it  is  with  fwcct 
things,  fwallow  theni  down  in  the  lump,  you-  never 
taftc  the  fwectnefs  to  purpofe,  nor  never  commend 
them;  fo  ic  is  when  men  1  wallow  down  God's  love, 
and  chew  not  upon  it;  whereas  it  they  did  but  think  of 
it,  O  how  fwcet  would  it  be!  Pfalm  Ixiii.  5,  6.  Lord 
how  many  days  and  weeks  are  fpent  thus?  It  is  appa* 
rent,  you  have  the  profeffion  of  a  Chriftian  life;  but 
do  you  taile  the  fweetnefs  of  a  Chriftian  courfe?   No: 

,  why  if  you  did  think,  you  would;  but  you  are  weary 
at  night,  lleepy  in  the  morning,  bufy  in  the  day,  dead 
on  the  Sabbath:  hence  think  not,  hence  give  not  God 
the  glory  of  grace:  or  if  they  do  think  of  it,  and  the 
greatnefs  of  it,  then  they  cannot  think  fo  great  things 
fliould  be  given  unto  them,  or  done  for  them :   that 

'  God  (hould  love  me  as  his  fon,  make  me  an  heir  of 
all  he  ha^  with  him,  redeem  me  that  have  defpifcd 
his  blood:  it  is  too  good  news  to  be  true.  Hence 
the  difciples. believed  not  for  joy,  Luke  xxiv,  41. 
Hence,  when  delivered  out  of  Babel,  we  were  in  a 
dream ;  this  robs  the  Lord  of  grace ;  for  the  greater 
the  love  is,  and  the  more  you  take,  the  more  love  fliall 
the  Lord  have;  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  if  you  come  to 
fay  this  is  mine. 

6.  Either  they  will  pore  only  on  their  fins,   and 

diilempers. 


TEX  vinciNs.  139 

difiempers,  ard  miferies^  and  never  look  unto  Chrift 

the  brazen  fcrpent,   and  fcarch  for  a  rightcoufnefs  of 

their  own,  and  cannot  find  it,   and  hence  pore  llilK 

As  when  men  have  wounds,  ihey  only  think  on  them, 

that  when  awakentd  out  of  fleep,   they  complain  in 

their  beds   like  the  liVaelites,   Exod.  vi.  9.  that  would 

not  hear  Mo'es  becaufe  of  ailguilh.     As  the  impotent 

man  anfwered  Ghrill,  John  v.  5,  6,  7.     "  Wilt  thou 

"  be  made  whole?"  he  turns  his  eyes  upon  his  mifery, 

"  I  have  none  elfc  to  help  me  at  the  time;"  here  is 

but  this  means,  and  when  I  come  myfclf,   others  ftep 

•in  before  me,   &c.     Now,  fo  do  men,  and  never  look 

beyond  means,   the  Lord  can,  the  Lord  will,  and  fo 

eye  not  him:  or,  on  the  other  fide,  if  they  pet  healing 

I     of  their  wounds,  then  they  eye  Chrift  only,  Eph,  ii.  6. 

^     Tacy  were  exalted  in  heavenly  places,  yet  remember, 

r     as  verfe  11,  12.     For  let  any  ChrilVian    fee    he    is 

I     poor  and  miferable,  but  he  is  not  much  affefted  with 

I     it,  nor  affli£\ed  with  it,  and  fo  eye  Chrift,  and  truft 

I     to  Chrift,    and  cafe  himfelf  here,    and  fay  we  muft 

look  only  to  Chrift,  either  you  will  hear  of  his  fall 

1     (yea,   and  himfelf  Ihall  find  a  decay),  or  he  will  grow 

'     very  proud,  unfit  to  give  all  to  Chrift.     Is  there  grace 

here  ? 

!         7.  Either,  if  the  Lord  gives  him  any  thing  himfelf 

I     and  mercy,  he  will  now  add  fomething  of  his  own  to 

Chrift,  and  pull  the  veil  of  the  law  over  the  face  of  the 

I     glory  of  Chrift,  Gah  i.  6.  or  elfe  do  nothing  at  all  for 

him,  unlefs  it  be  when  the  good  fit  takes  him,  under 

a  pretence  that  Chrift  muft  do  all;  as  here  the  five 

wife  virgins  that  fell  alleep:   and  thus  you  fee  how 

grace    is    oppofed    by  the  children  of  grace.     Now 

therefore  my  exhortation  is,  to  take  heed  of  this,  and 

•be  ever  ready  to  attribute  all  to  the   Lord,   as   they 

cried  when  the  fecond  temple  was  building  from  be- 

I      ginning  to  the  end,  Zech.  iv.  6,  7.  fo  that  thou  waft: 

fpared  fo'long,  that  called  by  means  that  the  Lord 

ibould  by  faith  accept,  that  he  fliould  fpeak  peace, 

:  *  thia 
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this  is  grace,  that  though  vile,  yet  he  will  fave  Die: 
it  19  grace,  that  though  1  can  du  nothing,  yet  be  will 
help  me,  and  afterwards  crown  me:  O  this  is  wonder- 
ful grace !  And, 

Firft,  Do  not  only  give  the  Lord  the  glory  of 
grace  to  redeem  you  from  mifery;  for  this  you  may 
do,  and  be  full  ready  to  give  it,  yet  perifii  at  lafl,  as 
the  Ifraelites  that  fang  God's-praifes  did,  but  that  he 
will  fave  thee  from  greater,  that  is,  from  fin.    And, 

Secondly,  Not  only  when  you  feel  nothing,  but 
when  you  feel  mod,  O  to  honour  grace !  And, 

Thirdly,  Not  to  do  it  coldly,  but  with  a  heart  in- 
flamed with  a  fcnfe  of  it,  that  I  Iive»  I  have,  I  do*,  I 
am  what  I  am:  O,  it  is  grace.  So  that  now,  if  the 
Lord  ftiall  come  and  alk  you,  what  will  you  fay,  if  I 
will  deliver  you  from  all  mifery,  fubdue  all  fins,  pafs 
by  all  wrong,  hear  all  prayers,  do  all  good  to  tbec, 
do  much  good  by  thee,. love  thee  every  moment,  give 
a  kingdom  when  thy  work  is  done  to  thee,  and  my- 
felf  better  than  all?  fay, Lord  I  can  never  recompencc 
this;  I  Ihall  be,  I  hope,  the  more  vile  in  my  own  cyci 
forever,  and  give  all  to  grace.  O  fing  that  fong,  or 
get  that  fong  by  heart  now;  for  Rev.  vii.  lo.  there  ia 
a  fong,  "  Salvation  to  the  Lamb,''  which  none  elfe 
could  fing.  This  is  our  work,  and  a  great  work 
indeed, 
"  ^tt</>.  How  fhall  I  do  this  ? 

Anf.  I*.  Get  a  new  light  from  the  Lord  to  fhew 
you  clearly  the  infinite,  endlcfs,  unknown  evil  of  the 
lead  fin;  Paullvas  a  proud  Pharifee  until  he  faw  fin, 
and  Jen  ili.  24,  25.  for  if  fin  be  feen,  one  fmile,  one 
day,  nay,  a  moment's  breathing-time  in  this  world  will 
be  matter  of  amazement  to  thee  after  all  thou  hail,  and 
haft  done:  much  more,  when  thou  feeft  fo  many  fins, 
pnd  that  in  every  thing:  Intreat  the  Lord  to  do  thia. 
We  walk  up  and  down  the  world,  and  fay  we  fin  and 
grieve  the  Lord;  but  O!,  it  is  not  known;  happy 
art  thou  if  the  Lord  has  difcovered  it;  then  thou  wilt 

fay, 
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&y,  Why  doth  the  Lord  do  any  thing  for  me?  could  ' 
not  he  pick  out  Uones,   nay  toads  that  never  finned 

I  againft  hira»  rather  thairme  to  enjoy  him,  efpccially  ii 
fm  vile  in  thee,  fo  near  God,  and  fo  near  heaven  too. 

[      Angels  were  hurled  down  for  one  fm, 

^  2.  Set  a  high  price  upon  a  little  grace;  a  man  will 
be  exceeding  humWy  thankful  for  the  giving  a  little 
of  that  which  he  highly  eftcems,  much  more  for  giving 
much  of  what  we  value.  The  poor  woman  of  Canaan, 
Mat.  XV.  was  glad  of  crumbs.  How  thankful  do  yon 
think  ihe  was  for  loaves?  that  made  her  ready  to  re- 
ceive all;  **  Be  it  as  thou  wilt;"  fo  it  Ihall  be  with  you; 
for  if  you  prize  a  little,  O  when  all  fhall  be  given,  thia 
will  fwallow  you  up  into  grace.  And  it  is  certain, 
there  is  never  a  mercy  but  it  is  great,  if  you  Gonfider 
him  that  gives  it,  who  receives  it,  him  that  bought  if. 
But  the  moft  of  God's  grace  in  us  appears  to  be  but 
fraall;  hence  we  prize  it  not,  and  hence  never  ready  to 
give  all  to  the  Lord  again. 

3.  Learn  to  put  a  difference  between  your  double 
being:  for  every  Chriftian  has  a  double  being:  i.  lit 
hiinfelf.  a.  He  has  a  fubfiftencc  in  Chrift.  Nov 
look  upon  yourfelvcs  as  in  yourfclves,  you  will  ever 
Complain  there;  ever  dead,  and  never  have  your  hearts 
ready  to  blefs  the  Lord.  If  you  only  look  on  your- 
fclves  in  Chrift,  you  will  be  proud,  and  never  give  the 
L)rd  honour.  I  fay  therefore,  put  a  difference  be- 
tween thefe  two;  for  men  appropriating  to  thcmfelvcs 
what  is  Chrift's,  they  rob  Chrift  of  his  glory.  Hence 
Paul  fo  humble,  i  Cor.  xv.  10,  11.  For,  if  yon  look 
aponyourfelf,  I  am  dead,  guilty,  condemned,  weak,  here 
will  be  fhame;  if  any  life,  or  grace,  this  is  Chrift's. 
As  a  man  on  a  mount  is  the  fame  man,  no  taller,  only 
the  mountain  makes  hini  fo ;  fo  think  of  thyfelf.  Or 
as  a  mud- wall,  the  fun  fhines  on  it,  but  in  itfelf  it  is  a 
mud-wall  ftill;  all  the  warmth  is  from  the  fun. . 

4*  Learn  to  love  grace ;  what  we  love  we  will  feek 
^  good  of  more  than  our  own^  a&d  cothmend  it* 

Firft, 
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Firft,  It  is  the  only  firll  mover  of  all  our  good: 
thou  Ihouldll  never  have  had  a  drachm  of  peace  or 
mercy.  Wny  haft  it?  The  Lord  will  have  it  fo, 
grace  pleads  it  may  be  fo;  tiiis  is  the  only  petitioner 
at  court  againft  the  cry  of  fm,  againil  the  cry  of 
juftice. 

Secondly,  It  is  the  only  fupport  under  the  heavieft 
evils;  fometimes  God  frowns,  and  hell  fmokes,  and 
Satan  tempts,  and  fin  rap^eth,  and  it  may  be  no  feeling 
of  grace,  no  reafon  to  fliew  there  fliall.  ever  be  any ; 
now  what  have  you  done,  what  will  you  do  ?  Fly 
for  refuge  to  the  promife  of  grace,  Heb.  vi.  18.  It 
is  fuch  a  friend  as  holds  up  the  head  when  finking, 
when  dying  holds  that,  when  all  fails,  and  againft 
which  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail.  To  him  that 
lays  hold  on  grace,  this  is  wonderful.  Paul  wtis  a 
man  taken  with  grace ;  hence,  he  every  where  com- 
mends it,  *'  I  was  received  to  mercy,**  &c.  i  Tim.i. 

5.  Sec  how  the  Lord  loves  that  thou  Ihouldft  honour 
it,  for  the  greatell  honour  grace  has,  is  by  faith ; 
hence  they  are  put  for  one,  Rom.  iv.  16.  and  the 
great  caufe  why  faith  llirs  not,  is  bscaufe  he  fees  not 
how  the  Lord  fhall  have  by  it  the  praife  of  his  rich 
grace,  nor  how  the  Lord  loves  it  fhould  do  fo.  For, 
if  a  man  did  fee  how  by  faith  he  fliall  honour  grace, 
and  how  the  Lord  is  pleafed  with  it,  it  would  draw 
the  heart  to  be  ^ared,  and  to  blefs  grace;  for  when 
the  foul  feels  itfelf  at  word,  why' doth  it  not  believe? 
I  fliall  prefume :  True,  if  you  have  this  only  in  your 
eye  to  fave  yourfelt ;  but  if  the  Spirit  prefents  the 
glory  of  grace,  and  this  draws  your  will  that  you  will 
glorify  grace,  then  you  will  fay  it  is  no  prefumption 
fo  to  do,  and  fo  to  believe;  for  the  Lord  loves  his 
grace,  and  all  means  for  the  glory  of  grace.  Hence, 
he  will  ufe  faith  for  that  end,  to  honour  grace.  Oh 
therefore  fee  how  the  Lord  loves  to  have  thee  honour 
it.     This  gives  God's  heart  full  reft;    this   is  that 

which 
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which  he  defires  mod,  becaure  it  i&  hi^  end :  This  13 
that  which  all  the  bufincfs  of  the  world  is  for:  O  fee 
how  he  loves  it!  and  then  you  will  love  to  aft  thus. 
Now  fet  upon  this  laft  work:  look  over  all  your  life, 
and  like  bees  gather  honey  from  every  flower,  and 
then  come  loaden  home ;  lb  do  you,  and  look  over 
all  the  Lord's  love,  turn  over  all  the  leaves  of  it :  The 
Lord  has  called  mej  Why?  It  is  becaufe  Chrift  has 
redeemed ;  and  why  that  ?  becaufe  the  Father  has  chofen: 
And  why  me  ?  To  glorify  his  grace :  And  why  me  rather 
than  another?  No  reafon,  but  he  would.  This  I  doubt 
not  will  be  the  work  of  heaven,  I  am  glorified  becaufe 
called,  becaufe  redeemed,  becaufe  elefted,  for  none 
other  reafon  why,  and  here  aftonifhed.  You  have  not 
Cbriftian  hearts  in  you,  that  will  now  have  no  care  to 
do  this  work  there  before  you  are  turned  off  the  ftage: 
you  poor  doubting  fpirits,  that  fee  fo  much  vilenefa, 
and  cannot  be  perfuaded,  be  not  difcouraged.  Wait 
for  the  Lord,  and  fay,  if  he  ihall  fave,  I  fliall  forever 
love  him  the  more.  Now  hold  here,  and  be  ready  to 
do  fo,  and  it  is  certain  tlfbu  art  a  veffel  of  glory,  ready 
to  fing  the  fong  of  the  Lamb,  and  Ihalt  follow  him 
wherever  he  goes, 

CHAP.   IX.      SECT.   L 

Concerning  the  SouPs  immediate  clofmg  v)ltb  the  Perfon 
of  Cbriftj  as  the  proper  oBjeil  offavingfaitb. 

3.  Went  forth  to  meet  the  Bridegroom. 

TTERE  needs  the  explication  of  three  things : 
-^•*-     L  Who  is  the  Bridegroom? 

Anf.  The  conclufion  of  this  parable  is  the  expli- 
cation of  this,  viz.  the  Son  of  Man,  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who,  according  to  the  feveral  conditions,  or 
difpofitions  the  church  is  in,  appears  to  his  church 
under  feveral  relations  and  titles.    The  church  is  op- 

%  preffcd 
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prefTei  by  her  enemies^  be  appears  now  to  her  as  htr 
prince  and  king:  the  chiircli  wants  wifdam^  lixbt>  >nd 
life,  he  appears  now  unto  her  as  a<i  head*  The  chwch 
has  been  feeking  of  his  love,  and  yielding  hetfelf  to 
the  obedience  of  him  as  her  Lord:  at  laithe  appears 
more  fully  to  her  as  an  huiband^  or  as  a  bridegrocfm 
with  whom  ftie  is  to  have  her  neareft  and  everlaftii^ 
feUowlhip  and  communion,  and  fo  here.  And  when 
Chrift  comes  t6  (hew  moil  ipecial  love,  and  to  have 
mod  fpecial  fellowfhip  with  bis  pet^ple,  he  thus  ftiies 
himfelf,  Ifa.  liv.  5,  6.  So  John  iii.  29.  And  wten 
the  church  has  tailed  that  love,  ihe  calls  him  fo« 

IL  What  is  it;  to  meet  the  Bridegroom? 

Anf.  To  enjoy  fcllowftiip  and  familiarity  with  hinr. 

III.  What  is  it,  to  go  forth  to  meet  the  Bridegroom? 

Anf.  There  are  but  three  ways  of  going  forth  to 
meet  with  Chrifl  in  Scripture. 

1.  When  (bul  and  body  at  the  laft  day  nitet  the  1 
Lord  m  the  clouds  of  the  air,  i:  Thef.  iv.  17*.     Thus 
the  whole  churcliy  the  bride,    ihali  appear  in  glory 
to  meet  the  bridegroont.        • 

2.  When  the  foul  only  goes  out  of  the  body  by  the  j 
miniftry  of  angels,  to  meet  the  Lord  \vt  heaven,  asa 
Paul  that  knew  not  whether  in  or  out  df  the  bodyi 

2  Cor.  xii.  3.  **  We  know  it  here  (hall  go  out  of  the 
**  body:"  as  Chrift  is  faid  when  he  went  to  heaven, 
**  I  go  to  my  Father,  and  your  Father:'*  fo  it  goes 
forth  then  to  Chrift,  Ecclef.  xii.  7.  and  neither  of 
thefe  can  be  meant  here :  For, 

Firft,  This  (hews  the  ftate  of  the  Jewilh  church  long 
before  Chrill's^coming,  at  leaft  among  many  of  them. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  the  (huttings  one,  ver.  10.  is  by 
and  at  death:  hence  letting  in  v^  fo  too.  Iffow  this 
•was  before. 

3.  When  the  foul  goes  out  of  itfelf  by  faith:  Henccn 
John  vi.  35.  it  is  called  coming  to  Chrift;  and  this 
not  any  phy ileal  natural  departing  of  the  foul  out  oi 
the  body,  bat  ethical,  (bpemamral^  by  the  opemtions 
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of  the  foul  but  of  itfelf.    And  look  as  the  whole  foul 

by  onbelief  departs  from  God  in  Chrift,  fo  the  whole 

fool  by  faith  comes  again  to  God  by  Chrifl.  The  mind 

fees,  afiedions  make  after  him,  will  fallens  on  him, 

and  there  depends.     This  is  the  firft  work  of  faith, 

or  the  firft  faith,  the  coming  (as  in  all  motions  there 

^re  two  extremes)  of  the  foul   from  a  nothingnefs, 

emptinefs  in  itfelf,  to  an  allnefs  and  fulnefs  in  Chrift:  ^ 

;  AaJ  as  it  is  in  other  motions,  if  (here  was  a  vacuuntp 

'there  would  be  motus  in  inftanti;  fo  if  there  was  an 

emptinefs  feen  in  the  world,  and  all  the  works  of  it, 

tnd  in  all  fears  that  all  mountains  were  call  down, 

.&ith  then  would  fuddenly  come  by  the  Spirit  to  the 

Lord  Jefus,  and  this  coming  to  Chrift  is  not  meant 

^hcfc:    For, 

Firft,  Thefe  virgins  were  efpoufed  to  Ghrift  by  faith, 
already. 

Secondly,  At  the  firft  coming  to  Chrift 'it  goes  to 

the  Lord  for  life  in  him,  and  from  him;  but  here, 

Wmg  life  already,  they  go  forth  to  live  with  him : 

there  the  foul  goes  out  to  meet  him  in  the  gofpel,  in 

the  promife;  here  the  virgins  go  forth  to  meet  him  in 

:  glory.    There  the  foul  goes  to  be  juftified  by  him, 

\  here  the  virgins  go  to  be  glorified  with  him:  and  thcre- 

:  fete  it  is  meant  of  a  fecond  going  out  of  the  foul  by 

Ibme  fpecial.  a£U  of  faith,  after  that  it  does  believe, 

;  and  after  it  is  ready  for  him.     And  for  explication, 

K^eft.  I.  From  whence  doth  the  foul  go? 

^nf.  It  is  chiefly  going  out  of  this  world  by  tramp- 

liag  this  moon  under  her  feet,  by  forgetting  this  her 

fethcr*8  houfe,  by  a  holy  contempt  of  it,  and  a  holy 

dying  to  it,  and  all  the  glory  of  it.  For  it  is  a  thoufand 

to  one  if  Satan  does  not  entangle  here,  if  Lot  be  not 

taken  with  Sodom,    though  burnt  out  there;    and  if 

this  going  out  is  to  enjoy  the  Lord  in  another  world 

^iefly,  then  going  out  is  from  the  oppofite  term,  from 

I  this  world.      Hence  Paul   Angles   Out  »this   mercy, 

'  Gal*  i.  4-    Chrift  gave  himfelf  to  deliver  us  from  tlys 

K         .  prcfent 
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evil  world.  O  fay  men,  it  is  a  good  world^-  and  good 
being  here.  It  is  an  evil  world:  it  is  fo  when  death 
comes,  but  for  prefent  it  is  beft.  No,  it  is  a  **  prefcnt 
evil  world." 

^mV/>.  2.  By  what  afts  of  faith  doth  it  go  forth? 

Anf.  There  be  two  afTedlions  of  the  foul  that  chiefly 
look  to  a  good  abfent,  yet  loving  that  g6od,  go  forth  1 
to  meet  it,  thofe  are  hope  and  delire;  like  the  blind 
man  and  the  lame,  both  together  can  make  a  fliift  to 
go.  Hope  like  the  eye  goes  out  and  looks,  delire  like 
the  feet  runs  out  and  longs.  The  going  forth  there- 
fore to  meet  Chrift,  is:  i.  By  a  real  expeftation  of 
'him.  2.  By  a  longing  dcfire  to  be  with  thim.  Hope 
gets  on  the  top  of  the  world,  and  cries,  O  I  fee  him,- 
defire  (lands  by,  and  longs  for  him,  O  come  Lord. 
A  carelefs  blind  world  looks  not  for  him,  the  bride 
doth,  Rev.  xxii.  17.  20.  "  O  come  Lord  Jefus,  come 
**  quickly;'*  by  love  and  joy  we  embrace  and  enter- 
tain the  bridegroom,  by  hope  and  defire  we  go  forth 
to  meet  the  bridegroom.  Hence  many  things  are  to 
be  obferved,  and  yet  not  alM  might. 

SECT.    ir. 

Doa.  T.  1  HAT  the  objeft  to  which  faith  chiefly 
looks,  and  clofeth  with,  is  the  pcrfon  of  the  Lord 
Jefus. 

It  is  the  bridegroom  himfelf  that  the  virgins  chiefly 
have  to  do  withal;  they  are  efpoufcd  to  him  as  in 
marriage;  there  is  a  giving  of  themfclves  one  unto 
another;  they  make  themfelves  ready  for  him,  they  go 
out  to  meet  him:  It  is  him  they  love,  it  is  him  they 
want,  it  is  him  they  look  for,  it  is  him- they  clofe  with- 
al: Whorilh  lovers  look  not  after  him,  but  his:  His 
peace  to  comfort  them  when  in  horror  and  fear,  his 
mercy  to  fave  them  from  eternal  flames;  but  virgin? 
Jdok  to  him,  they  look  to  (His)  indeed,  but  it  is  him- 
felf chiefly  they  care  for,  John  i.  12.  to  ^  fo  many 

«*  as 
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"  as  received  hitn,  ht  gave  power  to  be  fons/*  John 
vi.  27.  when  the  people  followed  hitn,  but  it  was  for 
loaves:  "  Labour  not  for  bread  that  pcriflieth,  but 
"  &c.  for  hinx  hath  the  ( ather  fealed,"  Mat.  xiii.  44. 
The  man  did  not  buy  the  treafure,  but  bought  the  field : 

^  it  is  him  failh  feeks  for,  Jer.  1.  4.  **  They  Ihall  feek 
"  the  Lord  weeping ;"  it  is  him  faitb  chufes,  and  is 
contented  with,  "  Wiiom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?" 
Pfal.  Ixxiii-  25.  it  is  him  faith  glories  in,  Ifa.  xlv.  aj. 

I   "  In  him  ihall  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  glory/' 

SECT.    IIL 

f     Reafon  1.  IT  is  chiefly  and    firftly    the    perfon    of 

\  Chrift  that  the  Father  gives  unto  the  foul,  Ifa.  ix.  6. 

.  Hence  failh  lays  hold  on  him:  It  is  not  fecmly  to  keep 

I  a  portion  from  any,  much  lefs  orphans  portion.    Faith 

j  empties  a  man  fo  as  it  makes  him  the  pooreft  orphan  in 

I  theworld;  now  the  Fathercannot,  will  not. keep  back  his 

I  portion,  but  gives  it  him:  Wicked  men  have  their  por- 

!  tion  in  this  world,  Pfalm  xvii.  14.  and  they  think  the 

\  Lord  loves  them  becaufe  he  blefles  them :  they  have 

;  many  moral  excellencies  given  them,  which  makes  them 

I  honoured  and  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  men,  and  they  have 

honour,  and  that  is  their  reward;    they  have  bread, 

i  but  not  the  ftaff  of  bread;  they  have  ordinances,  but 

I  not  the  Lord  in  them :   the  Lord  gives  them  anfw^r 

■  to  many  prayers,  but  never  gives  them  himfelf,  nor 

;  his  Son ;   this  is  higheft  love.     But  it  is  his  Son  him- 

;  felf  he  gives  to  orphan,  fatherlefs,  helplefs  creatures; 

\  for  the  Lord  is  their  portion.  Lam.  iii.  24.  The  *'  por- 

"  tion  of  Jacob,*'  Jer.  x.  16.     Hence  it  is  him  that 

faith  receives,  and  pitches  upon;  fo  that  the  Lord  may 

deny  them  many  outward,  many  inward  bleffings,  yet 

they  have  himfelf  that  is  better  than  all,  better,  as  he 

faid,  than  "  ten  fons."     Children  may  be  prodigals 

for  a  time,  but  when  in  want,   they  will  then  fue  for 

their  portion.     Saints    for  a  time  may   mifpend    all 

K  2  times, 
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times,  talents,  ordinances  the  L6rcl  gives,  but  the  Lord 
will  bring  ihem  to  want,  and  then  thtsjr  will  fue  for 
their  portion,  and  the  Lord  will  give,  and  they  will 
receive  that. 

Reafon  2.  Becaufe  there  is  no  fatisfying  of  the  Fa- 
ther without  hira ;  bring  Benjamin  with  you,  or  never  ; 
look  to  fee  my  face.  The  confcience  of  a  man  can 
never  be  pacified  until  God  is  fatisfied  forjill  wrongs. 
Now,  the  Lord  Jefus  has  fatisfied;  nay,  perfe£led  for- 
ever them  that  are  fanftified,  '*  by  once  offering  up 
<*  of  himfelf  to^God,"  Heb.  x,  14.  Now  the  foul 
never  cDmcs  to  have  fettled  peace  in  his  own  confcience 
(though  peace  was  purchafcd  before),  but  by  offering 
up  of  the  Lord  Jefus  by  faith,  even  Chrift  himfelf: 
the  foul  wants  him,  the  Father  fliews  a  ram  in  the 
bufli,  gives  Chrift;  and  that  the  foul  gives  him  for  • 
fatisfa£tion,  and  offers  him  to  God  again.  As  the 
priefts  in  the  old  law,  when  the  facrificc  was  (lain, 
then  it  was  offered.  God  offers  the  foul  a  crucified 
Son,  faith  takes  him  and  offers  him,  **  Lord,  behold 
^'  thy  Son,'*  Rom.  lii.  25.  And  hence  comes  propi- 
tiation and  peace,  peace  to  fee  that  God  is  fatisfied. 
Now,  if  by  faith  we  come  to  have  the  peace  of  the 
Father's  fatisfaClion  with  us,  then  it  muft  needs  pitch 
tipon  the  perfon  of  the  Son  firft.  Hence  many  never 
have  peace,  becaufe  it  is  not  a  Son  himfelf  they  look 
for,  but  fomewhat  from  him :  they  are  blind,  and  dead, 
and  hard ;  and  thefe  things  they  would  have  helped, 
but  clofe  not  with  Chrift  himfelf. 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  the  foul  can  neither  ad^ually  re- 
ceive, nor  expeft  to  receive  any  thing  from  Chrift, 
unlefs  it  has  firft  pitched  upon  the  perfon.  of  Chrift. 
A  man  may  hope  he  Ihall,  and  prefume  and  think  he 
Ihall,  and  it  may  be,  receive  fomewhat  out  of  the  com- 
mon courtefy  Chrift  fhews  to  them  that  look  towards 
him,  but  never  fliall  receive  any  faving  good  thing 
till  now,  John  vi.  53.  "  Unlefs  ye  cat  the  flefli  of  the 
**  Son  of  God,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life." 

Look 
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Look  as  it  is  in  our  eatiog>  as  if  a  man  iliould  feck 
to  get  nouriihraent  out  of  meat  or  drink,  not  by  feed- 
ing on  itfelf ;  fo  it  is  here :  Some  faid  this  was  a  hard 
faying^  and  fo  it  is  to  a  carnal  heart,  Rom.  viii.  32* 
Aid  hence  obferve  when  the  Lord  promifes  any  great 
thing  to  his  people,  Ifa.  vii»  14*  he  ever  brings  in  the 
Lord  Jefus^  that  if  be  fiiaU  be  given,  then  all  things 
alfo. 

Reafon  4.  Becaufe  true  faith  ever  clofes  with  Qirift 
by  love  to  Ghriil,  as  falfe  faith  clofes  with  him  out 
of  fclf-love.  Cant.  i.  2,  3.  "  The  virgins  love  thee:'* 
,Tbat  is  love» .  indeed^  which  is  fet  upon  the  perfon. 
The  Lord  never  puts  bis  pearl,  nor  fets  it  in  a  fwinilh 
iaith  that  contemns  the  Son:  No^  it  is  a  precious 
faith  that  loves  the  Lord.  Hence,  it  carries  the  foul 
to  the  beloved, 

S  E  C  T.    IV. 

Oy^ri,  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  the  Lord 
keeps  his  people  hungry,  and  empty,  and  cuts  them 
ihort  of  many  fpiritual  bleflings :  It  is  that  they  might 
clofc  with,  and  be  contented  witli  the  perfon  of  the 
Son.  There  are  three  things  fome  of  God's  people 
ieekfor,  and  find  not,  if  the  Lord  intends  good  to 
them; 

1.  They  defffe'the  comforts,  and  conveniencies, 
and  peace  of  this  world:  O  red  is  fweell  and  the 
Lord  will  give  them  none'of,  thefe,  or  keep  them  at 
ihort  commons  with  thefe :  And  why  ?  That  they 
might  lay-up  their  peace,  and  find  all  in  bimfeli. 
Gen.  XV.  i,  2.  Abraham,  after  the  flaughter  of  the 
Icings,  was  in  fear  that  he  might  make  the  Lord  his 
Shield,  Hot  ii-  6,  7.  **  She  fhall  feek  her  lovers,  but 
"  fliall  not  overtake  them/' 

2.  They  feek  for  fome  good  to  themfelves,  in  them- 
felvcs,  from  themfelves;  I  would  fain  believe  and 
cannot;   I  would  fain  do  (fays  a  man),  but  alas  he 
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grows  worfe  and  worfe;  the  commandmeot  comes, 
you  will  do,  there  is  your  talk,  do  it,  yet  they  languilh 
and  die,  and  why  fo?  Jer.  iii.  22.  that  they  might 
look  for  help  and  righteoufnefs  ia  another.  *'  In  the 
Lord  our  God  is  the  falvation  of  Ifrael;"  not  from  the 
mountains  the  llrongell  helps  and  mean^;  in  the  Lord 
it  is  alone. 

3.  They  feek  for  grace,  and  ftrength,  and  peace 
from  the  Lord  Jefus  very  importunately,  and  many 
times  very  impaiienily,  and  fo  firifully  too,  and  the 
Lord  denies  them;  it  has  been  better  with  them  than 
now,  therefore  they  wonder  the  Lord  Ihould  be  fo  full, 
and  they  fo  empty,  and  think  fometimes  to  feek  no 
more,  and  the  Lord  denies  a  dole  at  this  door  too, 
that  they  might  content  themfelves»  and  lay  up  their 
joys  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chriil,  2  Cor.  xii.'  9.  "  My 
<*  grace  is  fufficient;'*  It  is  ftrange  that  Chriil  fo 
able,  fo  ready  to  help,  yet  denies:  I  confefs  it  is 
fometime  fome  luft  and  ftumbling-block  the  Lord  Jefus 
fees,  O  but  againfl:  that  they  feek,  and  truly  here  is 
the  caufe,  that  having  no  good  from  him,  they  might 
place  all  their  happinefe  and  felicity  in  him.  Look  as 
it  was  with  Jacob,  a  great  famine  comes,  and  all  the 
facks  are  fpent,  and  they  are  ufcd  roughly,  though 
not  hardly  nor  wrongfully,  and  all  was  to  bring  them 
to  the  fight  and  embracings  of  JoFeph:  all  the  time 
of  famine  was  for  this.  So  tlie  famine  of  fpirit  is  to 
lalt  long,  and  the  Lord  denies  fupply,  to  bring  the 
foul  to  fee,  embrace,  and  rejoice  in  the  Lord  Jefus; 
The  moft  flourilhing  trees  in  God's  houfe  ihall  have 
their  winter  feafon,  and  cad  their  coat,  that  they  might 
preferve  themfelvcs  in  their  root.  This  is  the  great 
wound  of  many  a  believing  foul  for  a  time,  to  reft 
more  contented  with  what  he  receives  from  the  Lord, 
than  to  quiet  himfclf  and  his  heart  with  what  is  in  the 
Lord :  Man  would  have  his  loft  happinefs  in  his  own 
hand,  and  this  the  Lord  will  not  fuffer  his  people 
to  lie  in  long,  Gen.  xxvi.  4.  and  the  beft  and  fureft 
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courfc  that  can  be  taken,  is  to  cut  them  Ihort  of  all: 
for  faith  is  an  unconquerable  graces  that  whatever  it 
lofes  out  of  its  own  hand,  it  will  find  it  and  enjoy  it 
in  another.  And  therefore  fee  God's  end,  and  meet 
the  Lord  in  this  end  of  his.  See  all  in  the  Lord,  and 
fee  in  your  bleifednefs  therein  all  your  wants,  lay  it  up 
there,  that  if  you  will  boaft,  here  you  may  do  it  all 
the  day  long:  for  this  is  God's  greateil  plot,,  to  pull 
all  men  down,  that  his  Son  may  be  fet  up,  to  wither 
all  the  grafs  and  beauty  of  all  the  flowers  of  the  field, 
that  the  glory  of  the  Lord  might  be  revealed.  I  mull 
here  give  you  a  tafte,  for  it  does  me  good  to  think, 
and  it  will  do  you  more  good  to  enjoy  the  fwcetnefs 
of  this  truth.  There  are  four  things  you  defire  allf 
w6ich  are  chiefly  laid  up  in  Ghrift,  to  that  end  that 
you  might  in  all  wants  quiet  your  hearts  with  unfpeak- 
able  peace  there.' 

k.  The  free  grace  and  love  of  the  Father;  this  is 
that  I  hope  which  you  prize  moft,  -pray  for  moft,  fejir 
the  lofs  of  moft,  would  rejoice  in  the  having  of  moft, 
without  which  thy  life  is  death,  and  bleffings  curfings, 
and  death  the'  beginning  of  hell.  Would  you  fee  this 
love  better  than  life  to  thee  ?  O  I  cannot  fee  it,  or 
but  very  little  of  it.  It  is  true,  look  upon  yourfelves  . 
you  can  fee  but  little,  many  fears,  many  tears,  many 
heart.forrows,  many  temptations,  many  defertions, 
niany  vexing  fins,  many  denials  to  your  prayers;  but 
Olook  up  to  that  ointment  which  is  poured  upon  this 
hieffed  head,  that  love  is  flied  abundantly  upon  the 
Son  frona  before  all  worldr,  and  look  what  love, 
what  grace  the  Father  fhews  to  him,  that  love  is 
Ihine;  that  love  in  him  is  fliewii  to  thee,  2  Tim.  u 
9i  10.  Here  ftand  amazedall  ye  people  of  the  Lord, 
'you  have  heard  the  Lord  loves  you,  and  fometimc  be- 
Jicve  it,  but  being  under  water,  cannot  conceive  of 
K,  nor  fee  how  be  loves  you,  how  dearly,  how  abun- 
dantly; O  look  now  upon  the  love  of  Ood  the  Father 
in  the  Son,  as  he  loves  him,  fo  he  loves  thee  a  worm, 
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z  devil,  hotwithftanding  all  thy  want,  all  tby  iifts,  all 
thy  mifcries,  John  xvii.  23.  26. 

2.  Life:  O  death  is  terrible,  and  a  dead  heart  is 
woful,  it  is  the  great  plague  that  lies  upon  men  widi- 
out  Chrift,   that   are    firangers   to   the  life  of  Grod, 
£ph.  iv.  1 8*     Is  thy  heart  ever  fo  joyed  as  when  it 
is  moft  enlarged  for  God,  and  hath  moft  delight  and 
liberty  in  the  ways  of  God :  Alas !  thy  life  is  but  a 
lingering  ficknefs,  e  poor  life  to  that  which  thou  baft 
in  Chrift.     O  look  up  there,  Col.  iii.  3.    Yon  think 
when  your  hearts   are   afTefted,    and  .warmed,    and 
quickened  in  prayer  by  word,  or  by  divine  thoughts,  &c. 
O,  if  it  might  be  ever  fo,  how  happy !  O,  but  it  dies 
.prefently,  and  thou  knoweft  not  how.     Look  up  to  the 
Lord  Jefus,  he  is  alive  when  thou  art  dead,  and  bis  life 
is  thine,  and  it  is  ever  thine  in  him,  even  eternal  life, 
X  John  v.  10,  II,  12.     **  This  is  the  record,  that  he 
**  l^ath  given  us  eternal   life;"    Alas!    I  find  none. 
O,  it  is  in  his  Son,  in  whom  thou  liveft  a  better  life 
than  men,  than  kings,  thain  angels.     And  I  doubt  not 
but  the  Lord  fufFers  temptations  to  rob  you  of  your 
life,  that  you  might  find  it  when  it  is  loft  here,  and 
rejoice  that  when  you  have  none,    yet   here   it    is: 
Bleffed  be  God,  he  will  keep  our  lives  as  the  life  of 
Jacob  was  knit  up,  and  bound  up  in  the  life  of  the 
child;  nay  that  life  is  ours. 

3.  Conqueft  and  viClory  over  all  enemies;  it  may 
be,  you  fay  often  the  Lord  hath  commanded  me  to 
feek  for  help,  and  he  will  help,  he  hath  promifed  fo 
to  do,  but  I  find  my  diftempers  ftill  raging,  Satan 
ilill  buffeting,  and  winnowing,  and  vexing,  and  foil- 
ing :  and  as  I  feel  many,  fo  I  fear  more  forrows  be- 
fore I  die,  and  then  death  and  delufion,  that  at  laft  I 
may  be  deceived:  Nay,  the  agonies  of  hell  many 
times  alfault  'me,  and  then  I  am  put  to  a  lofs,  that  is 
it  poffible  I  ihould  efcape?  Why  beloved,  the  Lord 
Jefus  conquered  death,  ^and  fin,  and  hell,  and  the 
grave,   and  Satan,   with  all  the  ftfength  of  darknefs 
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And  dclufion,  and  hath  ri>oUed  them.  Col.  ii.  14,  tg^ 
And  now  ho  is  in  heaven  in  his  kingdom  triumphing 
over  them,  that  they  cannot  hurt  him.  I,  but  what  ia 
that  to  me  ?  Why,  this  very  viflory  is  thine  :  hence 
we  are  faid  to  be  dead  with  him,  Rom.  vi.  9.  and 
Tifen  with  him,  Col.  iii.  i.  Nay,  to  fit  in  **  heavenly 
"  places,'*  aa  it  were  triumphing  in  him,  iti  glor/ 
with  him,  Eph.  ii.  6.  Nay,  Heb.  x.  14.  *•  He  hath 
*^  by  one  offering  perfected  his  people  for  ever  that 
"  are  fandificd :"  It  is  true,  you  may  rejoice  in  that 
70U  fhall  conquer;  but  O  remember  this,  it  is  done 
already  in  thy  head,  and  in  thy  huiband# 

4.  Immutability  and  certainty  of  ftanding  in  a  hap« 
P7  ellate;  for  this  is  that  which  fads  the  heart,  I  fliall 
fall  at  laft.  How  is  it  poifible  but  I  (hould  be  fo? 
No,  beloved,  look  upon  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  him  thou 
art;  if  be  can  fall,  if  he  can  die,  if  he  can  be  call  from 
theFather^s  face,  then  thou  maycft;  believe  "that 
"  I  live,  you  ihall  live  alfo,"  John  xiv.  19..  Adam 
indeed  was  choien  to  be  liead  of  mankind^  and  as 
when  he  flood  perfeft,  we  flood,  fo  (though  mutably) 
he  falling  we  fail :  fo  we  are  chofen  in  Cbrifl,  and  aa 
he  {lands  unchangeably,  fo  we  fland:  and  as  he  was 
tempted  every  way,  yet  did  not,  could  not  fall,  no 
more  canft  thou :  So  that,  O  that  the  Lord  would  give 
70a  hearts  to  learn  this  leiTon,  wh^n  there  is  nothing 
hot  want  in  thee :  Do  not  fliift  fo  much  for  a  little 
from  the  Lord,  but  fee  God's  end  and  reach  it.  O 
rejoice,  glory  in,  and  blefs  the  Lord.  This  was  Paul's 
life,  and  the  life  of  the  churches  firft  planted.  O 
blefs  the  Lord  for  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in  Chrift;  this' 
vill  be  joy  in  forrow,  life  in  death,  this  is  golden  faith, 
this  will  anfwer  all  fears ;  when  Satan  faith,  thou  hafl 
not  this  or  that,  nor  canft  not  do  this  nor  that,  and  to 
hell  therefore  thou  muft  go;  reply  again,  it  is  true,  I 
have  little,  I  am  dead,  but  Chrift  lives  for  ever;  I  may 
fell  in  myfelf^  I  never  can  fall  in  him;  that  which  he 
hath  is  mine, 
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OBje^.  It  IS  true,  they  may  do  this,  that  know  the 
.Lord  Jefus  is  theirs,  bat  alas!  I  know  not  that. 

Anf.  If  you  do  not,  you  muft  wait  then  until  the 
Lord  make  himfelf  known  unto  you;  but  tell  me,  will 
you  do  thi«,  if  you  did  thus  know  it?  It  may  be  fome 
of  you  have  not  done  fo,  nnlefs  by  force  fometimes, 
and  you  will  find  it  one  of  the  tougbeft  works  of  faith 
that  is:-  What  is  a  poor  man  better  for  another's 
wealth?  and  a  fick  man  for  another's  health,  and  a 
naked  man  when  others  are  clothed?  Yet  beloved, 
by  virtue  of  the  power  of  faith,  and  our^mion  to  the 
Lord  Jefus,  a^man  is  the  better.  A  woman  that  is 
matched  to  a  prince  may  have  never  a  penny  in  her 
purfe,-  and  yet  llie  rejoiceth  in  that  her  hufband  hath 
it.  It  is  the  fecret  nature  of  faith  to  make'  a  man  all 
one  with  Chrift,  in  Chrift,  in  that  manner  that  I 
cannot  find  fuch  an  union  in  the  world;  and  hence  his 
health,  his  {cloaths,  his  grace,  his  life  may  be  matter 
of  as  much  joy  as  if  a  man  had  all.  this  in  himfelf. 
And  becaur©  many  a  foul  hath  Chrift,  but  feeling 
fuch  emptinefs  in  himfelf,  as  that  he  cannot  think  fo, 
and  it  may  be  would  do  fo  if  he  faw  whether  he  might 
do  fo  or  riot:  I  fhall  therefore  exprefs  my  thoughts 
to  them  thus  in  thefe  particulars, 

1.  That  all  that  fulnefs  that  is  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  it 
is  not  for  himfelf,  but  for  them  that  want  it,  John 
xvii.  19.  he  might  have  been  blefled  in  his  Father's 
bofom  without  thee;  why  ihould  he  therefore  live, 
and  do,  and  fufFer,  and  rife,  and  glorify  his  blefled 
nature,  but  for  them  that  wanted  this.  He  is  filled 
with  wifdom,  life,  llrength,  becaufe  men  are  blind, 
dead,  weak. 

2.  But  you  will  fay,  all  the  world  want  it,  and  yet 
few  in  the  world  Ihall  ever  have  any  fliare  there,  there- 
fore all  them  in  the  world  that  hunger  after  all  that 
good  that  is  in  him,  they  may  now  in  the  abfence  of 
it  content  themfelves  with  it,  that  there  it  is  in  him 
for  them;  for  the  Lord  fills  the  hungry,  and  fo  hungry 
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as  it  is  not  fomcthiog  or  other  that  they  pick  out,  bat 
all  Chrift,  and  all  of  that  that  is  in  Chrill:  now  is  the 
feafon  to  eat,  if  bread  and  hunger  meet,  now  fatisfy 
yourfelf.  a  Cor.  xii.  9.  Paul  prayed,  and  the  Lord 
denied,  yet  now  the  Lord  bid  him  feed  on  his  grace: 
fo  that  when  thy  heart  aflcs,  what  haft  thou  to  do  with 
him  when  fo  vile  ?  Anfwer,  Yet  the  Lord  hath  all,  and 
I  want  him,  and  hunger  after  him.  Take  heed  of 
dcfpifing  his  grace;  if  thou  haft  no  hunger,  the  Lord 
be  merciful  to  thee! 

3.  IF  you  have  fo  contented  yourfelves  with  him, 
as  now  you  place  all  your  felicity  in  him,  to  this  end, 
to  receive  life  from  him,  as  a  man  fatisfies  himfelf 
v/ith  bread  that  he  may  have  life :  for  as  I  would  not 
damp  the  faith  of  the  eled,  no  more  would  I  patro- 
nize the  floth  of  the  wicked.  Many  a  man  it  may  be 
may  fay,  I  have  nothing  in  myfelf,  and  all  is  in 
Chrift,  and  oomfort  himielf  there,  and  fo  fall  afleep; 
bands  off  and  touch  not  this  ark,  loft  the  Lord  flay 
thee :  a  Chrift  of  clouts  would  fcrve .  your  turn  as 
well.  Run  not  to  this  temple  to  make  it  a  den  of 
your  thievifti  heart;  no,  do  you  fo  content,  or  will 
you  fo  content  yourfelves  with  him,  as  to  account 
yourfelves  happy  here,  that  all  the  world  is  dung  in 
refpcft  of  this ;  and  this  you  do  to  fuck  and  receive 
more  from  Chrift,  and  fo  to  be  like  him :  now  hold 
here,  and  live  here,  and  rejoice  here  for  ever,  PhiL 
iii.  9,  10,  II.  Ifa.  xii.  2^  3.  Firft,  "  The  Lord  is 
"  my  fong  and  falvaiion;"  therefore  we  will  draw 
hence:  if  the  Lord  gives  nothing,  yet  I  have  it  in  him; 
if  be  gives  any  thing,  the  honour  ftiall  be  given  to 
him.  O  take  this  courfe:  i.  Left  you  lofc  Chrift 
and  all  too.  2.  Left  the  Lord  ever  keep  you  fliort  in 
a  complaining'condition.  3.  That  you  may  be  every 
day  and  moment  in  heaven,  and  win  the  crown  from 
every  hypocrite  who  knows  not  what  this  life  in  Chrift 
means.  4.  That  the  Lord  may  be  your  glory,  for  he 
is  not  only  the  glory  of  6od,  but  of  his  people  Ifrael 

too. 
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too.     $•  That  you  may  lovt  yourielves  the  le&/  and 
the  Lord  the  more. 

SECT.    V. 

Ufe  2.  ilENGE,  fee  a  neceffity  of  feeing  and 
knowing  Chrifty  before  a  man  can  believe,  or  if  ever 
the  foul  believe ;  for,  if  faith  clofes  with  the  perfon  of 
the  Lord  Jefus;  the  fame  faith  mull  firft  fee  that  per- 
fon; If  it;  takes  the  Bridegroom  himfelf,  it  mufi  fee 
and  know  him  firft.  Did  you  ever  fee  any  efpoufed 
together  that  did  not  firft  fee  and  know  each  other! 
the  eye  muft  firft  fee,  my  meaning  is,  there  muft  pre- 
cede this  a£fc  of  the  underftanding  to  fee  Chrift,  be- 
fore a  man  can  clofe  with  Chrift  by  his  will :  for  I 
aim  not  at  this,  whether  it  goes  before  in  time,  but  in 
order  of  nature  it  does  precede,  and  abfolutely  neccf- 
fary  it  is :  Hence  John  vi.  40.  "  He  that  feeth  and 
**  believeth  in  the  Son  hath  eternal  life:"  This  is 
fo  necefiary  to  faith,  that  faith  itfelf  puts  on  this  name, 
Ifa.  liii.  II.  *' By  his  knowledge."  Luke  xix.  41- 
•*  O  that  thou  hadft  known."  Ifa:"xlvi.  :^i.  "  Look 
«^  unto  me,  and  be  faved."  And  hence  unbelief  in 
Scripture  is  expreffed  by  being  blinded,  Rom.  xi.  7,  8. 
for  though  Chrift  be  abfent  from  us  on  earth,  yet  that 
is  the  excellency  of  faith,  it  makes  things  abfent  pre- 
fent,  and  fees  unfeen  things,  Heb.  xi.  1.  John  viii.  56. 
**  Abraham  faw  my  day;"  and  that  is  the  wonder- 
ment of  faints;  there  is  light  in  Gofiien  when  aU 
Egypt  is  dark,  when  others  are  blinded  they  fee, 
Ifa.  Ix.  I,  2. 

^tt<r/>.  What  is  this  knowledge  or  feeing  of  the  Lord  ? 

Anf.  I  make  this  queftion,  partly  becaufe  this  is 
the  firft  chief  evangelical  work,  as  it  appears  to  us; 
nay,  indeed,  it  is  in  a  manner  all;  hence  Mat.  xi.  a?. 
"  I  thank  the^  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things,"  &c.  If 
this  be  right,  iaith  is  right,  &c.  And  if  this  be  not,' 
a  man's  faith  is  but  a  fancy,  and  a  man's  fanftification 
0  and 
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ind  reformatton,  hopesy  deiires,  are  but  the  works  of 
death  and  darkivefs,  if  this  fun  be  not  rifen:  And 
panly  alfo  l)ecaufe^all  the  policy  and  power  of  Satan 
is  to  blind  the  eye  here;  for  then  he  knowa  men  will 
fiumble  at  every  ilep,  2  Cor.  iv.  4.  He  will  help  to 
believe^  and  joy  in  believing,  and  reformation  after 
that  joy,  that  a  man  might  content  hirofelf  with  tbia 
joy  and  faith,  and  look  not  after  the  fight  of  Chriil.. 
Aod  if  1  was  to  leave  the  world,  I  Ihould  leave  this  to 
be  thought  of,,  as  Chrift  told  the  woman  of  Samaria^ 
•'  Ye  worlhip  whom  ye  know  not,"  fo  men  believe 
in  whom  they  know  not,  and  pray  to  one  whom  they 
know  not^  and  depend  on  whom  they  fee  not,  and 
hence  do  not  wonder  at  an  adulterous  generation 
^ng  up,  that  deny  all  evidencing  of  a  man's  juflifica- 
tion  from  his  fan£tification,  and  that  it  is  but  a  fading 
thing,  becaufe  they  never  felt  what,  it  meant,  be- 
caufe  they  never  knew  what  the  Lord  Jefus  meant, 
and  therefore  liften  to  it.  I  fay  therefore  firft  what 
this  knowledge  is  not,  ibr  every  man  has  fome 
knowledge. 

I.  There  is  a  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus  by 
report,  the  fame  of  a  man  may  come  where  himfelf  is 
not  fecn ;  fo  of  Chrift,  there  may  be  a  fame  fpread  of 
him,  and  of  fome  excellencies  in  him,  where  he  is  not 
&vmgly  known,  and  this  is  not  feeing  of  Chrift;  for  , 
a  man  may  live  and  die  a  damned  creature  with  this 
knowledge.  The  Samaritans  had  fome  knowledge 
by  report  of  the  Meffiab,  John  iv.  25.  "  When  he 
"  is  come  be  will  tell  us  all  things,*'  fo  many  among 
Tu  hear  that  Chrift  is  come,  and  rifen,  and  glorified^ 
and  the  Saviour  of  the  world  and  of  finners,  &c.  But 
how  come  they  to  know  this  ?  By  way  of  tradition 
and  report  only.  I  confefs  this  knowledge  may  be  a 
means  in  the  eleft  to  bring  them  to  faving  knowledge^ 
as  in  the  Queen  of  Sheba  that  heard  Solomon^s  fame» 
and  the  difciples,  John  i.  "  Come  and  fee/*  But  re-  " 
probates  are  not  drawn  hv  it,  as  Herod,  Luke  xxiii.  8* 

''  heard 
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**  heard  laatiy  things  of  Chrid,*'  but  never  faw  him 
till  he  came  to  judge  him.  So  here,  becaufe  they  can 
live  well  without  Cljrid,  hence  reft  content  with  the 
bare  report.  Whereas  they  that  had  difeafes,  heard 
of  his  fame,  and  came  to  fee  Jefus.      ' 

2*  There  is  a  knowledge  of  Chrift  from  his  works, 
as  we  kiiow  what  trade  and  what  artificers  many  men 
be,  becaufe-  thefe  are  external  things,  yet  know  not 
the  man:  fo  there  is  a  Voowledge  of  Chrift  by  his 
works,  that  by  him  the  worlds  were  made,  Heb.  i. 
and  all  creatures  governed,  and  a  man  may  fee  him  in 
his  trading  with  others,  and  himfelf,  all  comes  from 
him,  that  a  man  may  fay,  the  Lord  has  done  all  this,  and 
that  for  me,  and  yet  flrangers  to  Chrift.  And  if  men 
be  ignorant  of  him  here,  he  may  do  fuch  wonderful 
things  befo^  their  eyesi  that  they  cannot  but  wonder 
and  fay,  this  is  the  Lord^s  work,  and  yet  know  him 
not.  Mat.  xi.'2o.  He  upbraided  the  cities  where  taoK; 
of  his  mighty  works  were  done,  but  they  faw  him  not, 
John  XV.  24.  "  If  I  have  not  done,"  &c.  The  Lord 
may  work  ftrange  temporal  deliverances,  that  you 
may  know  all  power  is  in  Chritt*s  h^^nd  to  favc  and 
pardon,  Mat.  viii.  27.  fo  as  to  marvel  and  not  envy; 
**  What  manner  of  man  is  this  that  winds  and  feas 
**  obey  him?"  It  is  true,  the  faints  do  know  the 
Lord,  but  they  are  not  idle  fpe£lators  and  receivers  of 
him ;  but  O  that  I  might  have  that  Chrift  himfelf, 
they  do  him  no  good,  give  him  no  content  without 
him;  as  he  faid,  *«  What  giveft  thou  me  if  I. go  child- 
<«  lefs?"  John  ix,  Chrift  had  opened  the  blind  mah's 
eyes,  and  yet  he  cries,  **  Lord,  who  is  he  1"  vef.  36, 
37,  38.;  whereas  otliers  fee  the  works  of  Chrift,  and 
vanifh,  or  if  affefled,  an  evil  fpirit  comes  on  them,  as 
on  Saul  when  he  faw  David's  love. 

3.  There  is  a  literal  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
by  the  bare  letter  only  of  the  word,  and  it  is  wrought 
in  this  manner.  A  man  doth  not  only  take  up  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift  by  report,  nor  from  his  works, 

but 
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but  he  hears,  reads,  is  well  catechifed  concerning  Chrift 
and  all  his  offices,  and' benefits,  that  there  is  much- 
li^ht  let  in;  hence,  his  mind  having  thofe  lilcral  rela- 
tioDs,  gueffcth  at  them,  and  conceives  of  them,  and 
becaufe  the  mind  is  carnal,  it  apprehends  tbem  in  a 
carnal  manner  (though  it  thinks  it  fees  Chrift  truly). 
Hence  a  man,  having  a  form  of  this  knowledge  in  his 
head,  he  may  be  able  to  exprefs  much,  and  fflake  a 
large  con feflion  of  his  fait^  difcoiii-fe  of  points  of  con* 
troverfy  in  matters  that  concerp  Chrift,  and  juftifica* 
tion  by  Chrift,  &c.  and  inftruft  others,  and  yet  having 
no  more,  know  not  all  this  while  what  the  Lord  Jefua 
is. 

'  Firft,  Becaufe  as  he  was  a  carnal  Jew  that  had  but 
the  form  of  knowledge  in  the  law,  Rom.  ii.  20.  fo  be 
is  but  a  carnal  Chriftian  that  has  but  a  form  of  know^ 
ledge  in  the  gofpel.  The  Jews  were  exceedingly  verfed 
in  Scripture,  and  boaftcd  they  heard  God,  and  fa w  God, 
Chrift  tells  them,  they  never  heard  his  voice,  nor  faw 
his  face,  John  v.  37.  that  is,  they  only  faw  it  literally, 
not  favingly. 

Secondly,  This  is  but  a  carnal  knowledge,  which 
letter  and  fancy  beget,  1  Cor.  ii.  14.  **  He  cannot  know 
"  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcerned." 

Thirdly,  It  is  a  dead  knowledge,  or  will  be  dead 
and  unfavoury;  and  hence j  many  that  know  much  of 
Chrift,  feed  on  their  lufts  and  dunghill  delights,  be- 
caufe their  knowledge  feeds  them  not,  fills  them  not, 
as  fancies  do  not  feed. 

Fourthly,  It  is  a  falfe  knowledge ;  for  give  a  blind 
man  a  defcription  of  the  fun,  or  a  taftelefs  man  of 
koney,  he  may  fet  up  a  falfe  image  and  deceive  himfelf, 
and  fo  doth  this.  Many  fet  up  a  falfe  image  of  Chrift, 
and  truft  to  that.  Or,  as  in  defcription  of  another 
country,  when  he  fees  it,  then  he  fees  he  was  deceived: 
fo  faints  fee  they  were  deceived,  and  faw  not  Chrift, 
nor  fin,  nor  God,  and  fo  fhall  men  in  hell  fee;  hence 
Ifa.  vi.  9.  "  In  feeing  they  fee  not:"  How  came  that 
to  pafs  ?  They  did  fee,  but  faw  not  really. 

Fifthly, 
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Fifthly,  It  is  fuch  a  knowledge  as  hinders  from 
faving-knowledge  of  Chriil,  John  ix.  39.  "  I  came 
•*  that  they  that  fee  might  be  made  blind."  The  wife 
leafaed  Corinthians  mud  become  fooliihnefs,  and  the 
light  that  is  in  thee  is  darknefs.  This  light  (lands  in 
your  light:  and  yet  this  is  the  knowledge  that  thoufand 
thoufands  content  themfelves  withal,  and  hence  catch 
hold  on  Chrift,  and  think  they  have  him,  whea  in  truth 
it  is  l>ut  the  image  and  fancy  of  him. 
.  ^efs.  What  then  is  this  knowledge  or  feeing  of  Chrift? 
.  Anf.  There  is  a  feeing  of  Chrift  after  a  man  be- 
lieves, which  is  Chrift  in  his  love,  &c.  but  I  fpeak 
of  that  firft  light  of  him  that  precedes  the  fecond  aft 
of  faith,  and  it  is  an  intuitive  or  real  light  of  him  as 
he  is  in  his  glory.  Chrift  reveals  his  wonderful  glo7 
to  the  foul  really,  ds  from  grace.  A  man  hears  fin  to 
be  the  greateft  evil,  and  fometimes  conceives  by  argu- 
xncnt  how,  bat  fees  not  the  thing  fin,  though  he  fees 
the  word  fin:  fo  a  man  that  never  travelled  into  foreign 
parts,  may  hear,  and  read,  and  fpeak  of  countries:  of 
as  herbalifts  read  of  the  nature  of  plants  and  trees,  yet 
neyfiT  faw  the  things,  nay,  trample  upon  them  whw 
they  fee  them:  fo  it  is  one  thing  to  read  of  the  fun  ta 
a  book,  or  to  know  it  by  relation,  another  thing  to 
know  it  by  fight.  This  is  therefore  the  faving-knovr- 
ledge  of  Chrift,  to  fee  the  Lord  in  his  glory  as  he  is 
not  perfeftly,  for  that  is  in  heaven;  hence  we  flial 
there  fee  him,  and  be  like  unto  him,  but  imperfeflly 
and  in  part,  j  Cor.  iii.  18..  "  'Changed  here  into  th< 
**  fame  image.'*  And  this  appears  from  thefe  four  grounds 

I.  That  knowledge  the  faints  have  of  Chrift,  it  « 
not  by  bare  word  only,  but  alfo  by  the  Spirit.  Tb 
word  relates  Chrift,  but  the  Spirit  is  the  interpretet 
of  the  word:  the  interpreter  of  heaven  muft  interprfl 
the  language  of  heaven.  Now,  the  Spirit  ever  Ihewj 
us  things  as  they  are,  even  though  they  be  deep  thing^ 
and  myfteries,  it  makes  them  plain,  i  Cor.  ii.  9f  i 
*<  As  the  fun  when  it  arifeth  it  fcatters  all  darknefs. 


TEN  VIRGINS.  l6t 

'*  when  this  day  ftar  arifeth:'*   Not  that  thefc  things  • 
are  revealed  without  the  word :   for  2  Cor,  ii.  i4,  and 
2  Cor.  iv.  4,  left  the  light  of  the  gofpel  fhould  Iliinc : 
It  is  by  the  word  that  ihe  Spirit  does  enlighten. 

2,  Becaufe  the  fight  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  it 
is  as  the  knpwledge  of  a  thing  in^a  glafs,  i  Cor-  xiii.  12. 
Now,  though  you  fee  not  the  man  face  to  face,  yet,  if 
you  fee  him  in  a  glafs,  there  you  fee  him  as  he  is: 
^odvidetur  infptculo^  non  eft  imagOy  as  fome  think* 
A  man  may  know  another  by  relation,  or  by  fome 
piflure,  but  in  a  glafs  that  is  more  full.  The  Jcwa 
they  faw  Chritt,  but  it  was  under  vails  and  types,  and 
piftures  of  hini,  this  was  obfCuce:  under  the  gofpel  the 
vail  is  pulled  off^  and  with  open  face  we  fee  as  in  a  "^glafa 
**  the  glory  of  the  Lord.''  In  heaven  the  glafs  is  takeri 
away,  'and  then  we  fee  as  we  are  feen. 

3.  Becaufe  that  eilate  the  faints  are  tranflated  into  ia 
a  llate  of  glory.  Hence,  when  juftified,  then  glorified, 
fience,  as  that  fapftification  that  is  in  the  will,  is  the 
beginning  of  the  life  of  glory,  fo  that  light  God  put* 
into  iheir  mind,  is  the  beginning  of  the  light  of  glory- 
Hence,  as  in  heaven  the  foul  fees  Ghrift  by  the  full  light 
of  glory  perfeilly,  face  to  face,  fo  in  this  life  the  foul 
fees  Chrill  really  as  he  is,  yet,  as  in  a  glafs^  imperfeftly* 
ilence  we  are  faid  to  **  fee  in  part.'* 

4.  In  regard  of  that  abundant  goodnefs  and  love  of 
Chriil  to  his  people.  Love  cannot  lAck  up  fecrets. 
Jofeph  hid  himfclf  from  his  brethreji  for  a  time,  but 
his  bowels  melt,  he  muft  tell  them  that  he  is  Jofeph* 
Chrift  may  do  fo,  but  his  love  even  conftrains  him 
afterward,  to  let  them  fee  whom  he  is,  John  xiv-  21* 
1  confefs  it  is  admirable  love  to  reveal  ChYift  in  the 
word  and  letter  of  the  gofpel,  to  hear  of  him  is  hap- 
pinefs,  and  if  the  Lord  faves  yoij,  you  will  think  fo 
loo:  But  this  is  coipmon  to  wicked  men;  there  is  a 
nianifeftation  of  himfelf  as  he  is  unto  his  people.  And 
now  he  is  in  glory,  hence  reveals  himfelf  in  his  incon^ 
ccivcablc  glory,  that  now  a  man  eyes  the  Lord;  and 
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fuch  things  he  never  thought  of  before,  which  eye 
never  faw,  i  Cor.  ii.  9. 

^eft'  How  doth  the  foul  fee  him  as  he  is  ? 

Anf,  I,  in  this  cafe,  rather  dcfire  to  learn  than  teach, 
even  from  the  nieanefl ;  yet  what  is  obvious  I  fiiall 
fuggefl  in  this  weighty  bufmefs. 

Tliis  feeing  of  iiim  appears  in  three  particulars. 

I.  True  faving  knowledge  and  fight  of  Chrifl  con- 
iifts  in  the  fight  cf  the  glory  of  his  perfon,  efpeclally 
now  "  cauglit  up  to  heaven,  and  fitting  at  the  right 
"  hand  of  God,  in  all  the  glory  of  the  Father.** 
Look  as  at  the  judgment  day  the  Lord  ftiali  break 
cut  oif  heaven  in  fuch  glory  as  fliall  amaze  all  the 
world,  and  all  eyes  fiiall  fee  him,  that  he.  fhill  not 
only  be  admired  in  himfelf,  but  in  all  his  faints,  by  all 
that  are  round  about  him :  jufi  fo  doth  the  foul  fee 
him  now,  though  not  by  the  eye  of  fenfe,  yet  by  the 
eye  of  faith,  though  not  come  to  Judge  the  world,* 
yet  now  ruling  of  the  world;  though  not  in  the  clouds 
yet  in  heaven;  though  his  humanity  only  in  heaven, 
yet  his  God-head  beams,  filling  heaven  and  earth; 
though  not  yet  coming  in  the  Father's  glory,  yet  fit- 
.ring  clothed  with  the  Father's  glory:  for,  if  a  man 
looks  on  creatures,  he  fees  God's  footfieps  of  power; 
if  on  angels  and  faints,  God's  image  of  holinefs;  if 
on  Chrill,  there  God  himfelf,  2  Cor.  iv.  4,  5,  6,  7. 
it  is  true,  then,  Chrifi's  glory  Ihall  be  feen  by  the 
wicked,  but  that  is  by  fenfe,  not  by  faith,  that  is  only 
in  their  minds,  but  there  is  no  fiiining  into  the  heart, 
to  the  kindling  of  an  mfinite  efteem  of  him:  and  this 
the  God  of  this  world  hides  from  people;  CHirift  the 
Lord  of  another  world,  in  fpitc  of  Satan,  reveals  to  his 
people.  Before  a  man  fees  Chrift,  there  is  nothing 
more  bafc  than  Chiin:,  even  to  the  eleft,  and  then  the 
ways  and  work  of  CJhrifl:,  Jer.  ii.  11.  *«  Have  any 
**  heathen  chamged  their  gods?  thefe  change  their 
•*  glory  for  that  which  doth  not  profit  :••  Now  the 
Lord  will  be,  muC;  be  cReemed  of  his  people ;  hence 
will  and  does  reveal  this  glory  of  his  to  his  faints, 
whereas  herc^  others  are  blind*  a/ In 
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2.  In  the  beholding  of  the  Lord  as  he  comes  and 
appears  IB  the  gipry  o{  his  covenant;  for  when  the 
Lord  revesJs  iuoafelf  fo  as  to  caufe  the  foul  to  b^lieve^ 
I  ftsul  thereby  to  make  it  one  cf  his  people,  he  never 
makes  smy  people^  but  by  entering  into  covenant  with 
tihem^  Hence,  he  ever  appears  in  his  covenant  firft^ 
Ifa.  xlix.  lail.  Look  as  when  the  Lord  made  him  a 
people  at  Mount  Sinai,  Mofes  came  down  from  God, 
appears  vhh  tables  in  his  hands,  &c«  3o  when  ChriQ: 
comes  to  make  any  his  people,  he  comes  as  mediator 
<rf  a  belter  teltament,  H'eb.  vii.  aa.  **  On  Mount  Si- 
^  on/'  Heb.  odL  22.  14.  Now  look  aa  it  was  with 
the  Ifraelites,  2  Gor.  iii.  they  had  the  covenant  of 
Cfarift,  and  Cbri (I  revealed;  but  as  Mofes'  face  was 
covered,  £a  theirs  was,  and>Cbrift  there  was  vailed 
over  with  the  Jaw,  even  the  moral  law,  written  in  Hone. 
Hence  there  was  a  vail  on  their  hearts  too,  they  could 
Dot  fee  Oh  rift,  the  end  of  the  law,  but  only  the  vaiU 
viz.  the  law,  and  hence  looked  for  life  by  that,  and 
hence  were  hardened  agairft  Ghrift,  Kora.  ix.  31,.  32. 
So  it  is  the  raifery  and  blindnefe  of  many  people 
at  <l>is  Jay,  they  fee  the  Lord  Jefus,  but  with  his 
trail  on :  for  people  being  not  able  to  fee  and  prize  the 
glory  of  Chrift  immediately,  the  Lord  appears  with  the 
law  4irA,  requiring  this  and  that,  and  they  endeavour 
to  do  it;  aiid  hence,  if  they  cannot,  tbey  comfort  them- 
Ijdvcs  with  this,,  the  Lord  accepts  my  endeavours,  not 
feeing  the  Jiypocrify  of  them,  or  elfe  they  are  jiever 
at  peace,  or  very  feldom;  And  why?  Becaufe  they  fee 
Bot  <o  the  end  of  that  which  is  aboliflied,  never  Jaw 
the  end,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Now  therefore,  when 
Ji>e  Lord  reveals  hirafelf,  the  Lord  makes  himfelf 
known  without  the  vail,  fo  that  when  confcience  cries> 
you  muft  do  whatever  is  commanded,  or  die;  the 
Lord  Jefus  now  comes  and  appeats,  and  faith,  There- 
fore fee  what  need  thou  haft  of  mc,  who  have  fulfil- 
led all  righteoufnefs,  and  done  all.  Receive  me  that 
have  done  it,  and  thou  Ihalt  live.  D  but  may  I  now 
as  i  lift?  Am  I  now  free  from  the  law  ?  No,  it  19  Hg 
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be  thy  rule  and  life  in  heaven,  but  "  I  will  write  tny 
*^  laws  in  thy  heart,  and  caufe  thee  to  walk  in  my 
•*  ways."  Hence,  the  foul  fees  all  done  for  him;  i. 
In  GhrilL  2.  All  that  he  is  to  do  for  Chrift;  he  fees 
it  not  in  means,  nor  in  himfelf,  but  in  the  Lord's  pro- 
mife,  and  here  faith  hangs,  and  has  peace*  For  two 
things  trouble; 

Firft,  I  have  broke  the  firft  covenant  of  the  law, 
Chrid  appears  not  as  one  that  exacts  the  debt,  but  as 
one  that  comes  to  enrich  him  when  poor. 

Secondly,  I  cannot  walk  after  it  as  a  rule,  Chrift  ap- 
pears in  this  covenant,  and  promifeth  to  caufe  him  to 
do  it;  and  hence,  after  all  departings  from  the  Lord, 
he  will  not  depart  further  by  unbelief  but  fees  the 
end  of  the  law,  which  is  Chrift,  that  in  him  he  may 
perform  the  covenant,  and  by  him  be  flrengthened  to 
walk  with  him  as  after  a  rule :  For  the  covenant  of 
grace  is  not,  Chrift  will  be  righteoufnefs  to  thee  if 
thou  wilt  walk  after  the  law  as  a  rule,  but  Chrift  will 
do  both:  and  this  the  foul  fees  in  its  glory,  elfe  it  is 
no  fight.  Hence,  2  Cor.  iii. '  gofpel  is  called  *'  The 
•«  minillration  of  glory,"  which  no  carnal  heart  can 
fee;  for  the  vail'  is  taken  away  when  it  turns  to  the 
hord^  and  fees  him.  The  faints  only  with  open  fece 
behold  this:  It  is  true,  for  a  time  they  may  make  of 
Chrift  a  Mofes,  as  Peter,  Luke  v.  8.  "  Lord  depart 
*«  from  me,  I  am  a  fmful  man."  And  the  Lord  may 
deal  roughly  with  them  to  humble  them,  as  Jofeph 
did  to  his  brethren,  but  it  will  not  ever  hold;  and  the 
Lord  appearing  thus  to  them  that  have  been  ftung  by 
the  law,  and  that  killing  letter,  now  the  Lord  appears 
in  ineffable  beauty  and  glory ;  to  others  there  is  nothing 
in  it :  they  may  fee  this,  yet  not  believe. 

3.  In  feeing  the  Lord  in  the  glory  of  his  grace,  or 
fitnefs  for  him,  and  this  is  the  main:  for  look  as  it 
is  in  raaririage,  tlierc  is  a  refpeft  to  beauty  and  feature, 
and  tl^at  draws.  Now,  a  woman  fometimes  appears 
to*  one  fo,  that  though  portion  be  great,  &c.  yet  he 
camiot  like^  another  can  becaufe  God  has  a  hand  in  itt 

■  ;    ^  and 
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and  wliat  fits  the  fancy,  that  is  beauty:  there  is  a 
fuitablencfs  every  way.  So  Chrift  is  prcfented  with  a 
rich  portion  to  many,  and  yet  they  cannot  like,  cannot 
fee  a  beauty,  becaufe  they  caimot  fee  a  fitnefs  and 
fuitablenefs  to  them,  and  for  them:  another  man  can; 
becaufe  he  fees  fitnefs  and  fuitableneis  in  the  Lord  Jefus 
for  him,  in  refp^Q:  of  his  mifery  and  fm,  and  his  graci- 
ous difpofition,  John  i*  14.  "  But  we  faw  his  glory  full 
of  grace  and  truth."  PL  xlv.  2.  **  Thou  art  fairer  than 
"  the  children  of  men,  full  of  grace  are  thy  lips:"  which 
is  fo  l)eautiful  in  the  Lord's  eyes,  that  the  Father  hence 
exalts  the  Son,  for  all  the  grace  he  (hews  to  his  eleft, 
Nowwhat  makes  Ghriilappear  fit?  Anf.  The  knowledge 
of  a  man's  felf,  and  fenfe  of  vilenefs;  hence,  Luke  vii. 
29,  30.  "  The  Pharifees  defpifed  the  pounfel  of  God 
"  againft  themfelves,  when  Publicans  juftified  Gk)d," 
kc.  And  it  ia  a  rule,  that  the  favingknowledge  of 
Chrift  is  dependant  upon  the  fenfible  knowledge  of  a 
man's  felf.  Let  a  Chriftian  in  Chrift  lie  in  his  fins, 
and  comfort  himfelf  in  remiflion  of  them  without  re- 
pentance, he  may  talk  of  Chrift^  but  no  beauty  will  ap- 
pear b  Chrift :  So  ii  is  at  firft,  the  foul  feels  fin,  and  that 
God  is  holy,  and  will  hate  him :  then  the  Lord  fliews 
Chrift  came  to  call  fuch.  Yea,  but  I  have  no  good  and 
cannot  help  myfelf:  Chrift  appears  fit  to  feek  out  fuch. 
0  but  I  cannot  fee,  nor  believe,  nor  be  aftlfted;  Chrifl: 
appears  one  fit  to  do  all,  foil  of  wiidoro  to  perform  the 
fecond  covenant*  O  but  I  want  al4  things;  Chrift 
appears  alKfufficient.  O  but  I  ftall  fall;  Chrift  ap- 
pears conftant  in  his  love,  O  but  he  is  far  to  feek; 
Chrift  appears  prefent.  O  but  I  fliall  fra;  Chrift  ap- 
pears merciful  to  bear  with,  and  heal  infirmities.  O 
but  I  fliall  beKevc  too  foon;  he  is  fit  to  prepare  and 
difpofc.  O  but  all  the  world  will  be  againft  me; 
Chrift  therefore  appears 'fit  to  rule  all  for  me.  O  but 
death  and  grave  m.ay  hurt  me;  Chrift  appears  fir,  who 
has  conquered  all:  and  this  is  ever  in  the  faints. 
Now,  left  you  (hould  think  you  have  this  when  you 
have  not^  and  know  it  not^  fee  the  evidences  hereof. 
L  3  I.  If 
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1.  If  ^ver  the  Lord  bad  thus  fevealed  htmfclf  td 
thee,  he  has  brought  this  light  out  of  darkncfs,  kkI 
made  thee  fenfible  of  it,  2  Cor.  iv.  5,6.'  O  you  that 
have  been  a  little  troubled,  and  then  hear  of  Ghritt, 
and  then  depend  on  him,  and  wart  for  comfort  from 
him,  and  now  you  are  well :  yon  never  yet  favv  him. 
Nay,  if  truly  enlightened,  you  will  go  mourning  to 
your  graves  for  your  ignorance  of  him,  Prov.  xxx.  2^ 
nnd  feldom  is  your  darknefs  feen  and  felt,  but  there  n 
fome  beam  let  in. 

2.  It  damps  the  glory  of  all  the  world,  that  d  man 
lays  do.wn  all  at  Chrift's  feet,  as  the  wife  metii 
Mat.  ii.  As  glow-vvorm-ftars  go  out  when  the  Itght 
of  the  fun  arifeth,  fo  all  the  comforts,  and  ail  the 
^iferies  of  the  world  are  oothing  now,  Afils  v'ri.  I 
fee  Jefus. 

3.  It  makes  a  nian  very  vile  in  his  own  cyeJ, 
Ifa.  vi.  5.  Nay,  his  excellency  vile  as  Ifaiab  hll 
tongue^  and  wonders  that  the  Lord  Ihould  took  upon 
him  a  worm  who  is  fo  glorious.  "  /What  am  I  that 
the  mother  of  my  Lord  ftiould  come  to  me/'  &Ct  H« 
fees  Chrift  fit,  and  th6n  fees  his  glory,  and  then  faith, 
*^  What,  me  Lord?^'  me  to  fland  before  thee?  Lord 
depart,  I  am  a  fmful  man ! 

4.  It  neceffitates  the  heart  to  believe,  not  with  af* 
furance,  but  with  a  flinging  to  him:  hypocrites  havi 
knowledge  of  Chrill,  but  it  never  heats  the  heart; 
this,  as  fire  neceffarily  heats,  and  that  which  is  put  td 
it  is  heated,  fo  here:  for  the  fight  of  the  lall  end 
doth  neccflitaie  when  it  is  feen,  Ifa.  Iv.  4,  5.  **  They 
♦'  fhall  run  to  thee,  becaufe  God  has  glorified  thee/* 
Rom.  i,  16,  17.  it  is  the  power  of  God,  for  there  ii 
tighteoufnefs  revealed:  that  though  the  Lord  bids 
depart,  yet  he  cannot  be  gone ;  nay,  when  he  con- 
eludes,  yet  as  Jonah  it.  4.  fo  he  can  fee  to  a  temple 
through  the  belly  of  a  whale.  Many  fay,  may  I  be^ 
lieve?  or  I  cannot^  prize  him  !  I  tell  you  when  the 
Lord  appears  as  he  is,  you  cannot  refill  that  light, 
but  you  mull  cling  to  him. 

5.  Where 
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5.  Where  this  is,  a  man  reds  not  here»  but  fees 
more  and  more  of  him,  John  1/49,  50.  A  man  fees 
now  his  glory,  buc  afterjie  Ihall  fee  hia  love,  and  after 
that  he  fliall  know  his  mind,'  i  Cor,  ii.  9.  Eph.  i.  9. 
"  The  myftery  of  his  will."  And  then  his  conflant 
pefence,  and  all  his  walkings  with  him  and  towards 
him,  fo  as  to  be  familiar  with  him,  that  in  time, of 
old  age,  he  ihall  be  an  acquaintance  of  Chrill^Si 
2  Cor.  ill  18.  *'  From  glory  to  glory;*'  whereas  aa 
hypcrite's  light  goes  out,  or  grows  not.  Hence  many 
ancient  ftanders  take  all  their  comfort  from  the  firft  work 
and  droop  when  in  old  age.  I  know  the  faint's  light  is 
obfcured,  and  the  Lord  hides  his  face,  but  then  they  arc 
troubled,  and  it  Ihall  break  out  "  with  healing  in 'bis 
**  wings."  Nay,  all  their  life-time  they  may  think  they 
know  him  not,  becaufe  they  have  not  thole  meafures^ 
0  therefore  fee  a  ncceffity  of  it. 

t.  You  that  are  vile,  and  ignorant  of  Chrift,  no 
faith  yet,  no  Chrift  yet :  And  what  then  ?  Thy  fina 
are  upon  thee  now,  and  wo  to  thee,  for  "  the  wrath 
"  to  come/'  O  poor  creature!  thou  doft  not  fee,  nor 
canft  not  fee ;  if  thou  didil,  thou  wouklil  not  crucify 
the  Lord  of  glory. 

2.  You  that  be  profeflbrs  of  the  church.  O  deceive 
not  yourfelves,  if  the  Lord  has  enlightened  you,  O 

-  blefs  him.  If  Chrift  were  here,  he  woukl  bicfs  you, 
JJat.  xiii.  x6.  Nay,  when  he  was  here,  he  dia  it,  he 
doth  it  in  heaven.  "  I  thank  thee,  Fatlier,'*"  &c. 
Mat.  xi.  25.  Luke  x.  21.  But  if  not,  all  is  unfound 
that  ever  you  *had.  O  therefore  look  you  be  not  de- 
ceived here,   and  therefore  wait  upon  the  Lord  to  ma- 

'  J'ifeft  bimfclf.  Who  knows  but  ihe  Lord  may  help  J 
Nay,  when  you  are  feeling  of  the  infinite  need  of  it^ 
and  of  your  own  woful  blindnefs,  it  is  begun. 

S  E  G  T.    VL 

^fe  J*  oEE  the  happinefs  of  faints  (all  you  ftanders 
oy)and  of  all  believers?    You  think  what  riTC  they? 

L4  What 
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What  have  they,  that  I  have  not  ?  What  get  they  by 
feeking,  by  mourning?  They  have  the  Lord  himfclf, 
not  kingdoms  nor  heaven,  npr  guard  of  angels,  nor 
pardon,  nor  comfort  or  grace  only,  but  which  is 
greater,  and  than  which  there  can  be  no  greater,  the 
Lord  of  glory  himfelf.  Is  there  any  thing  that  is  good 
there?  It  is  theirs,  1  doubt  not  but  angels  ftand 
amazed  at  this.  What  haft  thou  ?  Thou  haft  peace, 
snd  eafe,  and  duties,  and  friends,  but  no  Chrift,  thea 
poor  and  eurfed  thou  art,        | 

-   SECT,    VIL 

Vfe  4.  OENCE  learn  to  judge  of  your  faith,  whe- 
tber  it  be  of  the  right  make  or  no  ?  whether  it  be  fuck 
«  faith  as  will  never  fail  you,  but  fhall  in  deepeft  mi- 
feries,  in  foreft  agonies,  and  moft  furious  temptations; 
nay,  in  greateft  fins  and  defertions,  be  indeed  a  friend 
unto  you?  Is  it  fuch  a  faith  as  pitches  on,  and  clofeth 
with  the  perfon  of  Chrift  himfelf,  and  him  alone?  So 
that  all  the  delights  in  creatures  quiet  thee  not,  unlefs 
thou  canft  find  him  through  them:  Nay,  ,no  ordiaan- 
ces  cheer  thee,  unlefs  thou  canft  fee  him  in  themi 
•  Nay,  heaven  itfelf  will  not  content  thee,  but  him  in 
heaven,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25.  And  hence  it  is  him  thou 
feekeft,  him  thou  feell,  it  is.him  thou  approveft  thy- 
felf  unto,  and  ferveft :  So  that  it  is  this  Rock  of  Ages 
thou  trufteft  to,  Ifa.  xxvi,  3,  4,  It  is  his  ftrengih 
thou  art  ftrong  by,  it  is  his  life  thou  liveft  by,  it  is  the 
Lord  himfelf  that  thy  faith  fathoms.  This  is  right. 
I  Pet.  ii-  7.  For  now,  what  good  can  the  Father 
deny  thee,  when  he  has  given  a  Son  to  thee?  What 
hurt  can  Satan  do  thee  by  all  hie  fliakings,  when  thou 
haft  the  Son  himfelf,  this  corncr^ftone,  this  horn  of 
falvation  to  fupport  thee?  What  hurt  can  the  law  do 
thee^  when  thou  haft  righteoufnefs  in  a  Son  ?  What 
hurt  ctt^  delufion  do  thee,  w^)sn  thou  haft  wifdom  ever 
plottingVfor  thy  good,  in  fuch  a  glorious  Head  as  the 
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Son?  What  hurt  can  death  do  lbee«  or  fin  do  thce^ 
when  thy  life  is  in  the  Son?  '*  O  lead  me  to  the 
"  Rock,"  laith  David,  "  ihat.is  higher  than  V  O 
here  is  a  Rock  higher  ihan  death,,  than  grave,  than 
lin,  than  Satan :  Who  can  hurt  thee  now  ?  But,  O 
J  beloved,  how  many  fall  Ihort  of  **  entering  into  this 
"  reft?"  and  clofing  with  this  perfon?  And  there  arc 
four  forts  of  them,  that  fpin  the  fineft  thread  ot  deceit 
to  themfelves,  that  think  they  believe  when  yet  they 
have  not  the  Son. 

I.  Thofe  that  do  not  clofe  with  himfelf,  but  only 
come  to  him  for  fome  righteoufnefs  out  of  himfelf^ 
(for  I  (hall  not  fpeak*  of  ihem  that  forfake  all,  and 
follow  Chrift  for  the  bag  and  for  the  loaves),  for  it  is 
mih  all  men  living  naturally,  aa  it  is  with  men  that 
have  been  rich  fliopkeepers,  but  now  they  are  broke, 
and  cail  intp  great  want;  ileal  they  will  not;  dig 
they  cannot,  beg  they  know  not  how ;  turn  appren- 
tice to  another  they  mud  not,  they  have  not  been 
ufed  to  that  life;  hence  they  refolve  to  fet  up  their 
trade  again,  though  they  fell  but  pins,  and  points, 
and  fmall  wares;  and  becaufe  they  cannot  fet  up  for. 
thcmfelves,  they  go  unto  merchants  to  help  them, 
and  run  into  their  books  on  truil,  and  deiire  day  and 
patience,  and  they  will  pay  them  all  again:  now  it  is 
not  the  man  that  they  refpeft,  but  to  make  up  their 
markets  out  of  him ;  but  alas !  they  cannot  pay  their 
debts,  anrf  hence  to  prifon  they  go.  fo  it  is  here. 
God  fet  up  Adam  with  a  ftock  in  his  own  hand,  now 
he  is  broken, '  and  call  into  great  want,  and  fears  the 
arreftof  God's  difpleafure;  now,  fm  men  dare  not, 
dig  and  help  themfelves  they  cannot,  and  to  beg  and. 
live  upon  the  Lord  and  his  alms  they  know  not  how, 
indeed  they  will  not,  they  are  not  ufed  to  this  life; 
hence  feek  to  fet  up  their  trade  again,  though  in 
never  fo  fmall  duties;  and  becaufe  they  cannot  help 
themfelves,  hence  they  go  to  Chrift,  not  as  to 
an  hufband  for  himfelf,  but  as  to  9  merchant  to  fet 

them 
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them  up  again  :  and  truly  Chrift  for  many  ends^  and 
to  Ihevcr  his  freenefs  to  his  own,  gives  many  talents  to 
fuch,  which  they  receiving,  hope  to  pleal'e  the  Lord 
by;  when  I  can  get  the  Lord  to  give  me  fome  more 
knowledge,  brokennefs,  affeftions,  enlargements,  abi- 
lities to  do,  then  I  hope  I  fliall  pleafe  him  :  but  either 
they  fpend  all  and  fall  away  to  nothing  before  they 
die,    or  elfe  death  comes  and    carries   them  captive 
to  the  jtidgmcnt-feat   of  God,    and   there  they  fee 
they  are  run  but  the  deeper  in  debt,  and  not  able  to 
pay.     Thus  it  is  with  Papifts,  who  profefs  that  none  of 
their  own  works  fave,  but  his  works  in  us,  and  his  blood 
meriting,  that  thefe  Ihall  fave.     Hence  they  trull  not 
to  what  they  do,  but  to  what  the  Lord  does,  agjiinft 
which  very  faith  the  apoftle  difputes,  Rom.  iv.  5.  Thus 
it  was  with  the  Jews,  divers  defpifed  Chrift,  and  fought 
a  righteoufnefs   of  their  own ;    others  cried,   Lordi 
Lord ;  Lord  there  be  thefe  fins  that  wring  my  con- 
fcience,  cafe  me  of  them,  here  be  thefe  duties  I  muft  do, 
elfe  never  faved,  and  my  heart  is  dead,  O  affcft  me, 
and  help  me  to  do  them  :   there  be  fuch  works  I  aitt 
to  perform,  and  have  no  ftrength  to  pray,  to  prophcfy> 
Lord  aflift  me,  Mat.  vii.  21,  22.     *<  Depart,  I  know 
**  you  not,"   never  accepted  of  you ;    you  thought 
thefe  things  would    pleal'e  me,    you  clofcd  not  with 
me,  O  now  depart  from  me,  from  my  fellowfhip,  rojr 
bofom,  my  prefence  :  for  this  is  ever  their  frame,  they 
think  to  pacify  God  by  what  they  do,    and  though 
they  think  his  julllce  cannot,  yet  they  hope  there  is 
fuch    indulgence    in    his  mercy  that  he  will  accept. 
Thus  it  was,  Ifa.  Iviii.  t.  for  this  is  their  temper,  they 
are  not  wounded  with  the  want  of  Chrift  himfelf,  hut 
with  fom6  jarrings  againft    the  law,  for  which  thcjr 
fear  they  muft  die.     Hence,  not  feeing  into  the  fpiri- 
tual  nature  of  the  law,  they  are  wounded,  not  (lain  by 
the  law :  they  Jiope  they  Ihall  live  if  they  can  leave 
fuch  fins,    perform   fuch  duties,    feel    fuch   abilities* 
Now  having  made  trial  at  home^  they  go  to  Chrift 


ftnd  feek  him  whli  denght  for  to  work  this  or  thst) 
iod  tbeti  they  are  weH :  noWy  if  they  do  not  receive  at 
pttitnty  then  they  hope  by  feeking  to  find  in  tirne,  if 
he  doth  not  help  ihem,  then  they  fhall  be  wclL  Hence 
they  tver  IVW  in  fome  fin,  and  know  it  not,  as  thclie 
did,  ftnd  ad  the  young  man,  Mat.  ^ctie.  And  thus  it 
U,  as  it  13  with  tU'o  princes,  one  is  ip  (rouble  by  inro- 
Att^f  he  fends  for  aid  to  anotlier,  but  dotJi  not  caft 
itntn  his  croicn,  and  pm  himfelf  in  ftibjeftion  to  the 
othtf^  So  noen  will  be  kings,  and  hence  fend  for  aid 
sgainft  !h©  inrodes  of  fome  fin  that  flings  confcieoce, 
hot  ptit  not  th^mfelves  under  the  Lord  Jefas.  firing 
thofe  mine  enemies  hither,  Luke  xix.  27.  In  ont 
wofd,  as  the  \iround  is,  fo  is  my  clofing  with  Chrift: 
if  One  be  ii*  OaCvvard  tfoiibfe,  now  to  Chrifi  he  goes 
W  deliver ;  if  preffed  with  inward  tfouble  for  fome 
fitw,  BOW  to  Chf ift  tO'  remove  them,  and  fo  to  pacify 
confcience;  if  with  want  of  Chrift  hinifelf,  now  he  goes 
for  himfelf- 

1-  Thofe  that  dofe  with  pfomifes  Without  Chrift  him-- 
fe!f,  and  divide  beft«reeii  them  two,  that  ftrip  Chrift 
of  thefe  his  fwadling- clouts,  make  their  gain  of  thefe, 
and  let  himfelf  go.  I  confefs  all  a  Chriftian's  wealth 
is  laid  up  iti  promifes,  not  in  words  and  fyllables,  for 
they  are  dead  things,  bot  Chrift  in  them,  and  God's 
fatthfulrtefs  in  tlwm,  2  Sam.  xxtii.  4,  5.  This  is 
^1  my  falvatibn,  for  all  fulnfeft  is  in  Chrift,  he  is  rich, 
hut  what  am  I  the  better  ?  nay  the  more  miferable, 
for  all  emptinefs  is  in  nie;  therefore  in  the  promife 
lies  ray  peace.  And  this  is  a  Chrlftian's  fupport  in 
fell  troubles,  and  hence  he  c^fis  anchor  here;  but 
feere  is  his  frame,  he  lays  not  hold  on  them  without 
Chrift,  but  by  them  goes  to  Chrift,  and  there  refts, 
John  vi.  46i  "  He  that  has  heard  of  the  Father 
**  GOtaeth  unto  me.'*  Give  children  milk  in  the  difh, 
tbey  cry  flfll,  they  muft  have  it  from  the  mother,  and 
there  fuck:  lb  a  Pet.  i.-l,  3.  Now  there  are  others, 
fttt  finding  feme  work  in  themfelves  without  Chrift, 

and 
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ftod  thinking  that  it  is  faving,  and  fo  a  good  fign> 
hence  arc  miftaken,  and  clofe  with  it  without  Chrill* 
^nd  now  they  think  it  is  -well.  I  doabt  not  but  the 
Jews  that  be  devout  comforted  themfelves  with  that 
prOmife,  "  He  that  confcffeth,"  &c.  Prov,  xxviii.  13. 
not  undcrftanding  of  it,  Mat.  iii.  1'  Say  not  within 
"  yourfelves,  we  have  Abraham  to  our  fathdr:"  that 
promife  kept  them  off  from  Chrift,  Mat.  xxii.  Some 
came  not  to  the  feaft,  forac  came,  but  without  a  wed- 
ding garment,  k  is  with  thefe  men  as  it  is  with  mea 
that  come  to  buy  wines,  they  tafte  them,  and  con- 
tent themfelves  with  a  tafte,  another  buys  the  thing: 
a  faint  doth  fo;  another  taftes  the  fweet,  and  after 
falls  to  the  impardonable  An,  Heb.  vi.  Or,  as  ic  is 
with  a  man  that  fees  corn  on  the  ground,  he  buys 
the  field,  another  he  gleans  fomewhat,  and  contents 
himfelf  with  that.  There  is  in  one  word  a  double 
error : 

Firft,  When  a  man  Ihall  clofe  with  Chrift  witti- 
out  promifes;  and  hence  feek  to  bejfeated  withont 
a  promife.  Hence  fay  forae,  you  niuft  not  gather 
any  evidence  from  any  qualification  you  feel  ia 
yourfelf. 

Secondly,  When  men  ftiall  fnatch  and  nibble  at 
promifes,  and  mifapply  them,  not  clofing  with  Chrift 
in  them  and  by  them;  I  have  confeffed  my  fin,  and 
repented,  and  run  away  with  this  without  Chrift.  0 
time  will  come  the  Lord  will  fay,  how  cameft  thou 
in  hither.^  what  haft  thou  to  do  to  take  my  promifes 
into  thy  mouth  ?  to  arm  thyfelf  againft  Chrift  by  pro- 
mifes to  make  a  fpoil  of  Chrift's  grants,  and  let  hinx 
be  crucified  ?  When  Saul  rent  off  Samuel's  garment, 
he  faid,  **  The  Lord  ihall  rend,"  &c.  r  Sam.  x^* 
27,  28-  The  letter  kills,  all  promifes  vyithout  Chrift 
flay,  becaufe  they  keep  the  famifhing  foul  from  bread 
itfelf. 

3.  Thofe  that  clofe  not  with  promifes  onljs  but 
with  Chrift  himfelf,   but  it  is  only  with  the  image  and 

fancy 
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fancy  of  him,  which  th^y  think  is  himfclf.  In  true 
faith  the  Father  reveals  the  Son  iis  he  isy  or  the  Son 
reveals  bimfelf  as  he  is,  and  faith  hence  clofes  with 
him  as  he  is,  John  vi.  40.  But  fome  there  be  that 
hear  of  him,  hence  think  what  he  is.  Hence  a  carnal 
mind  imagines  of  him  as  it  imagines  of  a  king  in  a 
far  country,  and  falls  down  td  his  iniage,  and  trufts 
to  it,  and  depends  on  it,  and  jqys  in  it,  until  a  matt 
comes  to  be  converted,  or  to  die :  and  then  he  fees 
the  deceit.  Or  if  he  did  fee  him,  yet  he  can  fee  no 
beauty  in  him  to  defirc  him.  There  is  many  a  man 
in  this  cafe  that  truds  to,  and  joys  in  Chrift,  whom  if 
he  did  know  he  would  loath.  John  came  preaching 
the  gofpel  to  fhew  them  Chrift,  they  all  came  to  him, 
and  rejoiced  in  his  lifrht,  but  it  was  but  for  a  feafon : 
for  when  he  came  to  Ihew  them  "  there  he  is,*'  John 
!•  29.  not  one  man  ftirs  when  he  ihews  them  Chrift, 
and  vcr.  35.  "  only  two:"  and  chap.  iii.  32.  No 
man  received  his  teftimony.  This  is,  beloved,  the 
great  fin  and  caufe  of  all  the  reft,  if  they  had  known 
they  would  not  have  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory. 
Chrift  is  not  feen,  hence  not  thought  of,  hence  not 
efleemed ,  hence  men  bbaft  not  in  him :  Nay,  it  is  the 
great  plague  under  means,,  that  in  feeing  they  fee  not. 
"  Lord  how  long  ?"  You  fay  Chrift  is  never  fo  clearly 
true,  but  thou  in  feeing  mayft  not  fee ;  and  if.it  be  feen, 
thus,  then  ^look  for  ruin,^  Ifa.  vi.  9,  10,  11,  12.  We 
fayCbriftians  want  not  light,  but  life  and  affections. 
0  beg  for  light  that  will  bring  afFedions,  elfe  all  affec- 
tions will  dry  up,  if  not  fed  with  this  Spring,  John  v.  37. 
What  people  had  fuch  means  as  they,  yet  they  had  not 
eyes  to  fee  ?  ' 

4-  Thofe  that  do  not  clofe  with  the  bare  fancy  of 
Chrift,  but  with  himfelf:  but  it  is  not  for  himfelf, 
and  for  his  holinefs,  but  only  for  his  peace,  and  con- 
iblations  and  joys.  Like  a  fick  woman  that  comes  to 
the  phyfician,  not  to  marry  her,  but  to  heal  her,  cure 
her,  and  fo  comfort  her.    Or,   if  fiie  doth,  come  to 
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SDsrry  him,  it  is  ooly  to  fatisfy  her  kjft,  or  to  £av€  her 
from  troik>k»  Sec.     In  a  word,  they  receive  Clirift, 
that  he  may  fi^re  cootencment  to  cbeti],  aad  not  thii 
hereby  they  may  alfo  give  contcntmitxit  uato  hiin.  Tiiey 
dots  with  Cfarill  .to  make  theor  happy,  oot  to  maks 
Dhem  holy;  but  they  thus  doling  urith  him,  ihiak  they 
have  him,  aD<rheBoe  rejoice  exceedingly,  and  hence 
have  a  love  to  him,  and  hence  have  fome  kind  of  com* 
SQ anion  with  him^  and  hence  think  they  are  efpoufed 
CO  htm,  and  more  familiar  with  him  than  others,  aad 
hence  verily  look  with  thefe  **  five  fooiifh  virgios,** 
to  embrace  the  Bridegroom :  That  look  as  a  faint  from 
%  £iUe  Bpprehenlion  ot  Qmft,  lo  be  none  of  his,   may 
be  very  lad,  iode  bis  joy,   nay  his  very  love,  in  the  aft 
of  it,  nay  bis  communion  and  boldfie£s  to  go  (to  htiSy 
nay  his  expedation  of  him;  (6  from  a  felfe  conceit 
that  'Chrift  is  mine,  e  contra.  Thus  a  man  is  grievoufly 
traubled  with  the  fight   oi  God's   anger«    and   widi  I 
horror,  and  ufeth  all  means,  at  lad  he  fees  oniy  Qirift 
can  do  it,  and  hence  feeks  for  and  prizeth  bis  love 
for  his  own  eafe,  for  as  horror  may  be  his  greateft 
evil,  fo  love  to  eale  him  may  be  his  greateft  good : 
At  lad  he  is  fciUy  perlWaded.     How?  Bjr any  work 
or  word?  No,  but  Go^  has  perfwadcd,  and  it  is  now 
fcaied,   hence  joy.     But  nov/  there  is  matter  of  more 
trouble,  holinefs  and  clofe  walking  with  Chri ft,  this 
is  iroublefome-;  lie  cares  i>ot. for  Chritt,  to  help  htm 
here;  but  devifeth  how  to  keep  Ghrilb^and  joy  xviihout 
holinefs*     Hence,  let  a  world  of  iin  lie  upon  them, 
they  be    not   troubled    with   that,    they    look  up  ^ 
Chrifi;  or  if  they  fee  and  be  troubled  at  it,   they  take 
it  as  a  burden,  not  as  the  greated  burden.     Heiicc 
^fey  men)  you  mult  not  judge  of  yoor  eftale  by  Any 
ihing  or  qualification  you  fed  in  yourfelf,^  for  thcfc 
iiiay  fail  your  eye-fight  in  mifty  times  (but  we  niuft 
follow  it  then,  and  not  reft  till  we  fee  and  find  it;  for, 
J^  without  holinefs  so  man  fiiiaU  feeCod.''^)  Hence  alio 
4«t  thetig  be  never  fo  many  falls,  yet  fay  they,  never 

caK 


TEN  VIRGINS.  I7J 

caH  your  ftate  into  queflioti,  hence  they  profefs, 
we  cannot  move  till  we  be  moved,  and  if  I  do  net,  it 
16  Dot  my  fault.  HetKe»  if  niinifters  do  preach  any 
things  which  are  not  about  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  or 
the  excelkncy  of  a  Chriftiaii  in  Chrift,  or  the  empii- 
ncfs  of  the  creature  to  prepare  for  Chrift  (which  are 
indeed  of  great  ufe)  and  prefs  to  any  work  or  fervice 
of  Chrift,  they  drc  legal  preachers,  and  bring  people 
under  a  covenant  of  works.  Whereas,  if  we  preach 
duties,  and  leave  them  as  figns,  before  being  in  Chrift, 
they  arc  fo ;  bat  here  to  preach  any  duty  of  the  law, 
is  part  of  the  fweet  will  of  Chrift.  Tell  us  (fay  they) 
What  we  Ihoold  do.  What  can  a  man  do?  **  He  can  do 
"all  things  through  Chrift:'*  True,  but  Chrift  muft 
come  to  aft  it.  Yea,  but  he  has  a  faith  to  fetch  it, 
I  John  i.  6.  Many  faid  they  had  communion  with 
him,  I  John  ii.  3,4.  It  Jeems,  they  faid  «'  they  had 
"no  fin,"  as  now  Ibme  fay,  God  fees  no  lin  in  jufti* 
£ed  people,  God  looks  to  the  new  creature  only,  it  is 
not  I  but  fin:  if  the  Spirit  help  not,  it  is  ijot  my  fault« 
l7ot  many  days  fince  il  did  lie  upon  the  fpirlt  of  one, 
*ho  feeing  Chrift  hjis  undertaken  all,  clofed  with  hira^ 
rejoiced  in  liim,  not  for  this  end,  not  from  the  beauty 
ftcy  Caw  iif  holinefs,  nor  bitternefs  of  Tmfuloefs,  but 
^e«uife  they  fliould  be  eafcd  of  the  work.  I  have 
known  them  that  have  lived  in  fome  iin,'  and  proraifei 
tlie  Lord  fliall  be  bl'effcd  if  he  fave  them  in  their  fin; 
and  conceiting  he  would  have  loved  him^  thus  thefe» 
In  a  word,  the  foul  of  man  defires  reft  and  peace,  feeks 
for  it  in  creatures,  feeks  to  fatisfy  itfelf  there,  there 
it  cannot;  hence  feeks  for  it  (as  many  dying  men  do) 
in  Chrift,  not  in  the  grace,  but  in  the  joy  of  Chrift; 
^ot  in  Chrift's  holy  prefence,  but  in  his  comforting 
prcfcnce;  feeking  the  utmoft  perfc6lion  of  a  Chriftiaa 
in  the  feal  of  the  Spirit,  not  in  the  mighty  adings  of 
file  Spirit  for  God.  Hence  he  is  deluded,  and  fancies 
^  has  Chrift,  and  hence  joy.  Sin  is  ^hc -great  evil,  hence 

the 
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the  end  of  ChriIVs  coming  is  to  take  it  away.  Hence 
if  a  man  clofe  with  Ghrift,  to  remove  horror,  not  fin, 
and  fo  has  not  clofed  with  him  for  his  hoUnefs,  you 
never  clofed  with  Ghrill  for  the  end  of  his  coming, 
not  for  his,  but  only  for  your  own  ends,  and  fo  it  is 
not  him,  but  his,  2  Cor.  ii.  15.  The  gofpel  is 
"  a  favour  to  them  that  perifli,"  if  of  death  to  deatb- 
O  confider  of  thefe  things  if  it  be  not  thus,  i  John  v. 
J  1, 12.  Haft  thou  the  Son  for  thy  portion  ?  Doft  thou 
fee  his  glory  full  of  grace  to  accept  and  fanftify  thcc, 
thou  haft  life:  if  not  the  Son,  Imt  only  fomething  from 
him,  O  death  and  not  life?  The  bonds  of  deat|i,.  not 
life,  are  upon  thee,  which  no  creature  can  unloofe 
nnlefs  the  Lord  come  to  thy  gravc-fide  and  unloofc 
thee. 

SECT.  vn. 

» 

Ufe  5.  Of  Exhort.  To  clofe  with  the  perfon  of  the 
Lord  Jefus:  you  will  think  this  is  not  a  right  courfc 
thus  to  do.  We  cannot  do  it.  Anf.  Yet  the  gofp 
has  commands  and  entreaties  wherewith  Ghrift'^  Spri^ 
goes  to  the  eled;  and  if  you  could  fee  Ghrift  in  the 
miniftry  of  man,  you  Ihould  feel  it ;  and  hence  we  look 
it  Ihould  be  fo:  And  befides,  faints  that  have  faith  aija 
power,  are  quickened  by  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God. 
Confider  therefore, 

I.  All  men  are  falkn  into  a  bottomlefs  gulf  of  m»- 
fery  and  fin,  though  once,  righteous.  Hence  Gods 
truth  having  fakJ,  '^  He  that  fins  fiiall  die :"  Hence 
juftice  comes  out  to  do  execution,  and  when  the  necK 
of  all  men  thus  lies  on  the  block,  yet  mercy  pities, 
and  faith,  O  fpare,  favc?  Satisfy  me,  faith  juflice» 
then  I  will:  Hence  mercy  fends  forth  a  Son,  whea 
no  mwi  nor  angels  could  help,  and  he  takes  fleft» 
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take?  ill  t^ir  itn,  fuliiU  all  rigfateournefs,  bears  their 
fcrrows,  and  by  •*  one  offering  perfefts  for  ever  them 
"  chat  are  fanftified;''  and  having  done  this,  is  now 
at  the  r^ht  hand  of  God  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  all 
creatttTjs  fubjedi  to  bim»  all*  excellencies  being  raet 
together  in  him :  fo  that  now  he  is  the  delight  of  God, 
'  the  jay  of  heaven ;  fo  that  whatfoever  thou  canft  want, 
or  lofcft,  if  thou  hadft  him  thou  (halt  fiad  it  in  him: 
iwd  alfo  whatever  be  can  do  for  thee,  in  his  time  thou 
ibak  receive  it  from  bim^  Deut.  xxxiii.  26.  29,  *'  Who 
•*  ii  like  the  God  of  Jefliurun.** 

2.  Now  there  is  a  univerfal  offer  to  all  people 
where  the  gofpel  comes ;  enemies  are  entreated 
to  be  reconciled  ;    for  though  he    has    not  died  for 

I  all,  yet  now  being  king,  fuch  is  his 'excellency, 
'  that  he  is  worthy  of  all:  Hence  commands  all  to  re* 
!  ceive  him:   and  if  this  be  a  condemntng  fin  10  reje£b 

him,  it  is  then  a  command  Kes  upon  you  to  receive 
'  him,  and  the  foundation  of  this  offer  is  your  wants 

and  mifariea.  You  are  dead,  O  come  to  him  there- 
;  fere  for  life:  weak,  guilty,  blind,  O  therefore  come 
I  to  him  for  pardon,    peace   and    life.     Not  fulnefs^ 

aothing  but    emptineis    is  the  ground  of  this    offer^ 

Jer.  iii.  22. 

3.  Hence  there  is  nothing  on  God's  part,  nor  yet 
on  your  part  that  can  keep  you  from  him.  No  fins>  no 
i»aats,  UAlefs  it  be  your  will,  Mat.  xxiiu  37.  Therq- 
ferc  now  whoever  will  Ihail  have  him>  let  him  take 
M>  Hev.  xxii.  X7-  There  be  two  a£ls  of  the  will, 
dedion  and  refolution,  I  mud  have  blm,  which  if  you 
will,  nothing  that  ever  thou  didft  or  canft  do  caa. 
^fe  the'  Father  fo  much :  fo  that  he  will,  i^  Adopt  • 
thee  to  be  his  fon,  John  i.  12.  As  e  contra^  2.  Thou 
ftalt  enruth  thyfelf  with  a  greater  bleffing  than  if  hea- 

I  ten,  and  earthy  and  all  glory  was  put  into  thy  hand, 
;  as  the  Lord  himfelf  la  better  than  all;  and  hence  once 
;.  Ittfiii,  ever  thine,  none  ihall  pull  thee  out'of  his  hand» 

M        '  2  Pet- 
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2  Pet.  1.  5.  And  It  fliall  rejoice  the  heart  of  Chrift 
himfelf  in  heaven,  when  as  his  bride  thou  givcft  to 
hira  thy  j^ood  will,  Ifa.  Ixii.  5.  And  if  yoa  do  not 
kifs  the  Son  he  will  be  angry,  Pfalm  ii.  And  GoA 
knows  whether  now  the  lall  word,  the  laft  offer  is  to 
fee  made  to  thee. 

OijCiFl.  2.  But  I  find  fuch  fins  in  ihe,  that  till  they 
are  gone  I  dare  nor. 

Anf.  Then  you  will  firft  remove  fin,  and  after  re- 
ceive Chrift:  firft  be  your  own  faviours,  and  then 
make  him  another:  you  fhall  never  do  it.  O  clofe 
with  him  to  take  fin  away,  becaufe  fick,  therefore  re- 
ceive him, 

OiJeSl.  2.  But  I  have  no  will,  my  heart  is  endeared 
to  my  fin. 

Anf.  Therefore  refign  up  thyfelf  to  him  lo  give  thee 
a  will  (put  it  into  his  hand  as  bad  as  it  is,  this  is 
fpoufe-like),  and  to  take  away  that  will  to  fin,  fothoa 
flialt  have  him;  *'  I  am  my  beloved's,  he  is  mine:" 
For  the  Father  looks  to  the  law,  and  faith,  Sinner,  if 
thou  believe,  thou  fhalt  be  faved-,  now  lie  under  the 
Spirit,  and  you  are  where  you  fhould  be ;  refill  here, 
you  refift  the  Holy  Ghoft.  O  but  fin  is  dear.  Con- 
fider,  t.  What  good  did  it  ever  do  thee.  2.  Has 
Chrift  (bed  his  blood  or  no;,  if  not,  O  the  wrath  of 
God  is  to  come;  if  he  has,  O  wilt  thou  offer  this 
wrong;  to  his  blood,  that  ^  lull  fliall  be  dearer  than  ir, 
thy  bloody  knives  dearer  than  the  life,  and  death,  and 
mercy  of  a  Son  :  O  therefore  if  any  foul  has  any  lull 
dear,  1  befeech  you  by  all  the  bitter  forrows  of  Chrift, 
not  to  rejeft  fo  great  falvation. 

ObjeB.'^.  But  muft  I  receive  Chrift  with  my  owa 
ftrength  ? 

Anf.  No,  you  cannot,  nor  ought  not;  but  if  the 
Lord  puts  ftrength  in  thee,  put  it  forth.  Many  fol- 
lowed Chrift  for  loaves,  but  none  that  ever  came  to 
him  for  himfelf  that  ever  he  put  away,  Pfalm  Ixxxi* 
Ti,  12,  13.  •*  I  fliewed  much  love,  but  they  would 
*  •  "  none 
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"  none  of  me;   O  that  they  had  hearkened.'*     At  this 
infiant  God  may  give  thee  a  heart. 

Obje^.  4.  But  I  Ihall  never  get  my  fins  removed 
tliat  I  feel,  which  I  think  cannot  (land  with  grace. 

inf,  God's  promife  and  reafon  is  crofs  to  thy  fears; 
if  a  Ibn,^  all  things  alfo  though  many  years  hence, 
Rom.  viii.  32.  If  not  by  receiving,  is  it  by  rejedling 
that  thou  flialt  attain  thy  endT  It  is  true,  thou  haft 
fallen  off  by  thy  Uii  from  Chriil,  becaufe  ihy  falls 
have  made  thee  fall  off  by  unbelief  from  him,  and  made 
thee  fay,  either  I  do  not  believe,  or  the  Lord  intends 
no  good  to  me:  you  have  had  no  ftrength,  becaufe. 
not  fatisfied  with  viieat. 

ObjeSl.  5,  But  I  may  prcfume. 

Anf.  Is  it  prclumption  to  honour  Chrift,  and  to 
bave  him  honoured  in  thee?  No,  Doft  thou  think  if 
the  Lord  fhall  after  all  thy  fins,  and  in  the  midft  of  all 
thy  miferies  give  thee  Chrift,  fhall  he  not  be  honour- 
ed by  this?  Yes,  who  can  ever  have  fuch  caufe  to  love 
hiraasi?  Shall  not  thy  receiving  of  him  by  faith 
honour  him  ?  Yes,  Rom.  iv.  20.  Canft  thou  diflionour 
him  lb  much  as  by  rejefting  him  ?  When  he  has  laid 
down  his  life,  fliewed  his  love,  offers  hirafelf;  now  to 
reject  him,  it  is  to  offer  greateft  contempt  to  him  s^nd 
his  love  that  can  be:  hence  can  you  honour  him  fo 
iiiuch  as  by  this?  Do  never  fo  much  without  him,  he 
isunfatisfied:  do  this,  he  is  well-pleafed.  Nay,  after 
all  thy  fins,  yet  he  faith,  **  Return  to  me:"  Nay,  no- 
thing elfe  is  fuch  a  means  to  honour  him,  by  doing 
for  him.  Iffo,  grant  thou  art  vile,  uuwonhy,  poor, 
yet  for  the  honour  of  the  Lord  Jefus  do  it,  who  is  but 
little  honoured  iu  the  world,  and  ftand  out  no  longer: 
thus  receive  him,  and  then  know  it  you  are  fons,  and 
rejoice  in  it,  and  do  it  now  while  the  Spirit  is  upon 
thee,  and  remember  now  not  to  change,  Jer.  ii.  11. 
As  women,  O  I  would  not  change ;.  fee  how  jiappy 
is  thy  joys  :  But  Lord,  who  has  believed  .  our  re- 
port? 

M  2  <^«r/^ 
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^eff.  How  mjiy  the  foul  come  to  clo/e   with  the 
perfon  of  the  Lord  Jefu3  ? 

Anf.  I.  Before  any  man  clofe,  that  id,  fee  and  fay  he 
doth  clofe  with  the  Lord  a»  bis  own,   he  muft  feci  a 
want  of  the  Lord  and  his   prefence,  not  only  of  bis 
comforting,  but  of  his. holy  prefence;   for  fome  people 
there  be  that  nerer  felt  a  want  of  Chrift  at  all,  they 
are  great  and  grievous  fmners,  but  they  trull  to  Chrift, 
and  though  he  kill  them,  yet  they  will  truft  to.  him,: 
others  are  in  mifery,   and  they  feel  a  want  of  redemp- 
tion, and  hence  clofe  with  Chrift  for  that,  Pfalm  Ixxiril. 
35,     Others  arc  in  horror,  and  know  not  what  to  do, 
and  they  feel  a  want  of  the  comforts  of  Chrift,  and 
hence  clofe  with  Chrift  for  that,  and  if  they  find  it,  they 
depart  from  Chrift  by  loofenefs  of  life,  if  not  by  defpair 
of  heart,  as  Saul,  i  Sara*  xxviii.     *•  God  anfwcrs  me 
*•  not  by  Urini,"  &c.     Others  feel  a  want  of  fomc 
righteoufnefs  from  Chrift,    the  having  of  which  fup- 
ports  and  fuftains  them  without  Chrift,   till  with  the 
prodigal,  when  all  is  fpcnt,   then  they  think  af  bread 
at  home,  and  the  want  of  which  makes  them  to  hare 
lefs  cfteem  of,  and  defire  after  Chrift,  but  they  arc 
full  of  objeftions  >againft  the  thoughts  of  clofing  with 
him,  bnt  hence  they  clofe  with  Chrift  for  that.  Others 
there  arc  that  feel  a  want  of  the  Lord  himfelf,  and 
hence  clofe  with  him  for  himfelf;  fo  that  let  a  njan 
have  all  bleffings  in  the  world,  the  purity  of  ordinances, 
never  fo  many  elapfes,  and  droppings  of  divine  light, 
and   life    and    comfort    in  thefc  ordinances,    that  he 
wonders  the  Lord  fliould  be  fo  good  to  him,  yet  he 
ftiall  find  (if  right)  his  fonl  fecretly  unquiet  and  un- 
fatisfied  till  he  has  the  Lord  himfelf.     As  the  favour 
of  meat  makes  a  man  that  wants  it,   cry  the  more 
after  it,  long  the  rapre  for  it ;   fo  the  favour  and  fweet 
of  all  creatures,  all  ordinances,  all  duties,  do  not  ftatj 
but  ftir  up  the  foul  to  feck  Chrift,  when  he  js  himfclC 
ter.  1.  4.      •*    They  ftiall  feck  the  Lord  weeping.'' 
ilence  firft  they  felt  a  want  of  him.     "  The  full  foii! 

"loath! 
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•*  loaths  the  honey-comb."  Let  the  Lord  b«  never 
fo  IWeet,  let  hiin  do  them  never  fo  much  good»  the 
njore  good  he  ddth  them,  the  Icfs  they  regard  him, 
Jer.  ii,  6.  *'  They  h\d  not,  wJiere  is  the  Lord  ?" 
Therefore  that  foul  that  truly  clofcth  'with  the  Lord, 
laufi  firft  feel  a  wont  of  the  Lord,  and  lay  theTe  ordi- 
nances are  not  bread,  thefc  creatures  arc  jiot  breads 
til  thefe  parts,  gifts,  duties  are  not  bread,  bran,  not 
brtad.  AH  thid  favour,  this  fweetnefs  it  is  not  bread. 
Hence  I  perifli  for  want  of  bread,  1  have  creatures, 
ordinances,  aff-dions,  comforts,  duties,  but  O  no 
Chrift.  Like  the  prodigal,  Luke  xv.  17.  O  therefore 
do  not  only  fee,  but  feci  the  want  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
you  that  never  had  him  yet;  nay,  you  that  have  him» 
you  cannot  have  more  of  him,  but  by  feeling  more 
ihe  want  of  him.  O  it  was  a  marvellous  exprefiioa 
of  Mofes,  when  the  Lord  began  to  be  weary  of  their 
company,  Exod.  xxxiii,  15.  *'  If  thou  goeft  not  with 
•*  us,  carry  us  not  up  hence,"  that  is,  Let  us  rather 
die  than  live  without  thee,  Mary,  when  Chriil  waa 
crucified,  the  carcafe  of  the  Lord  was  gone,  fiie  fat 
there  weeping:  O  much  more  for  the  Lord  himlelf. 
It  is  obfervcd  by  fome  for  the  faddeft  fpedlacle,  to  fee  a 
defert  town:  O  what  is  it  to. fee  a  defert  heart,  where 
00  Chrift  inhabits  ?  Or  a  city,  and  no  inhabitants. 
And  hence  it  is  Homers  curfc,  to  be  made  "  an  habita- 
"  tion  of  devils;"  fo  here.  What  is  bell,  but  this,  to 
fee  not  Abraham,  but  to  fee  Chrift  afer  off?  and  tbyfelf 
fliut  OGt.  It  may  be  it  is  no  forrow  now,  but  it  will 
bj.  It  is  a  fad  thing  to  fee  a  man  **  rife  up  early, 
"  go  to  bed  late,  eat  the  bread  of  carelulnefs,"  and 
yet  gain  nothing,  Phil.  i.  21.  This  is  very  fad.  Chrift 
^  our  gain,  all  the  creatures  you  have,  means  you  ufe, 
duties  yoa  do,  comforts  you  receive,  they  are  not  gain, 
wy>  the  raore  God  does  for  thee,  the  more  thou 
lofeft,  if  no  Chrift,  becaufe  now  thou  art  full  by  this 
aeaas.  O  therefore  get  a  heart  fenfible  of  the  want 
of  the  Lord..  Tbink  there  is  a  Chrift,  wl^ofe  glory  is 
M  3  the 
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the  amazement  of  heaven,  but  O  I  fee  hira  not. 
Happy  forever  are  they  that  have  him,  but  O  I  have 
him  not.  Your  hungry  bellies  cannot  want  bread,  if 
they  do,  they  are  never  quiet  till  th6y  have  it.  Is  the 
Lord  no  better?  Lord  grant  this  contempt  be  not 
revenged  with  fpiritual  plagues!  Some  of  you  know 
not  your  want,  others  feci  it  not,  you  can  live  without 
him;  worfe  than  Saul,  he  went  to  Urim,  and  lamented 
in  great  diftrefs,  "  He  anfwers  me  not!"  O  you  feel  no 
diftrcfs,  becaufe  of  this,  I  have  him  not!  Nay,  worfe 
than  Dives,  that  begged,  O  a  drop  of  *'  water  to  cool 
**  my  tongue!"  Why  cry  not  you,  O  the  Lord  Ghrift 
to  comfort  my  heart!  Why  is  not  all  this  fulncfs 
longed  /or!  O  therefore  let  nothing  elfe  comfort,  and 
let  nothing  difcouragc,  but  make  this  ufc  of  all,  O  I 
»want  him ! 

2.  To  the  right  clofing  with  his  perfon,  this  is  alfo 
required,  to  tafte  the  bitternefs  6f  fin,  as  the  greateft. 
evil:  Elfe  a  man  will  never  clofe  with  Ghrift,  for  bis 
holinefs  in  him,  and  from  him  as  the  greateft  good. 
For  we  told  you  that  that  is  the  right  clofing  with 
Ghrift  for  himfelf,  when  it  is  for  his  holinefs.  For 
bAc  a  whorifli  heart,  what  beauty  hi  fees  in  the  perfoa 
of  Ghrift,  he  will  after  he  has  locked  over  his  kingdom, 
his  righteoufnefs,  all  his  works,  fee  a  beauty  in  them, 
becaufe  they  do  fejv©  his  turn  to  comfort  him  only. 
Aflc  a  virgin;  .lie  will  fee  his  happinefs  in  all ;  but 
that  which  makes  the  Lord  amiable,  is  his  holinefs, 
'Which  is  in  him,  to  make  him 'holy  too;  as  in  marriage, 
it  is  perfonal  beauty  draws  the  heart.  And  hence  I 
have  thought  it  reafon,  he  that  loves  brethren  for  a 
little  grace,  will  love  Ghrift  much  more.  Hence  if 
a  man  feels  not  the  want  of  Ghrift,  the  bitternefs  of 
fin,  as  his  greateft  evil,  he  will  never  fee  nor  admire- 
Ghrift's  beauty,  much  lels  clofe.  with  it.  Hent* 
John  xvi.  9.  **  Gonvinceth  the  world  of  fin,  becaufe 
**  they  believe  not  in  me,"  that  is,  of  that  chiefly. 
O  thefe  wrongs  done  againft  the  Lord!"     Why  not 
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of  vrath  and  hell  ?  O  fin  is  the  evil,  and  then  it  ap* 
pears  exceeding  evil,  when  not  agjaintl  God  finiply, 
but  again  11  a  Son.  **  Saul,  why  perlccutell  tiiou  iner** 
Afts  ix.  Why?  Did  he  not  give  in  lulls  and  Iclt-confi- 
dence?  Yes,  but  in  all  thefe  he  Taw  he  pcrfecuted  Chrilh 
And  after  laddeft  fearch,  i  have  feared  ttie  want  of 
this,  is  the  great  caufe.of  all  a  man's  doling  aaiifs  with 
Chrift.  1  would  but  aik  where  was  Judas's  wound  ? 
Was  it  reding,  in  ^  Pharifaical  riglncoufnefs  without 
Chrift  ?  Without  Ghrill,  no,  for  he  forfook  all  and 
followed  Chrift.  Was  it  want  of  profeffion  of  him^ 
preaching  for  him!  No.  Was  it  tor  \iant  of  com- 
raumon  with  him  ?  No  :  one  fm  he  lived  in,  he  had 
his  bag.  And  hence  when  many  went  from  him, 
he  tluck  to  him,  John  vi.  Judas  lliil  cleaves  to  him  t 

•  yet  even  then  Chrift  calls  him  a  devil,  which  if  ever 
he  had  tafted  the  bitternefs  of,  he  would  not  have  lived 
in,  nor  died  defperately,    fome   think  unpardonably 
without  Chrift,  and  fo  fin  more  againft  him.     Let 
any  man  living  ihew  me  how  he  can  clofe  with  Chrift^ 
and  yet  love  one  fin  :  I  will  be  his  bond-man,  that  caa 
fey,  I  clofe  v^ith  Chrift  as  my  biift)and,  and  yet  I  love 
my  whore  too.'    Let  any  man  living  clofe  with  Chrift^ 
and  keep  his  fin,    or  hide  his  fin,    or  let  it  be  hid> 
his  clofing   with  Chrift  ftiall  harden  him  in  his  fin, 
and  fo  he  fliall  die  without  Chrift  in  his  fins>  as   it  is 
writ,  Exod.  xxi.  24.     As  it  was  with  Joab^  who  fled 
to  the  horns  of  the  altar,  fo  it  is  with  many  men,  they 
fin,  and  confefs  and  fin  under  all  laws;  why  i  They  fly 
to  Chrift,  and  this  emboldens   them,  hardens   them  ; 
why  ?  Becaufe  they  never  tafted  the  bitternefs  of  fin. 
I  know  a  man's  fin  may  be  crucified    before    it    is 
niortified,  aa  it  may  be  buried  after  it  is  dead.  O  there- 

^we  I  befeech  you  look  to  this,  you  fail  not  here.  Ma- 
^Y  of  you  are  troubled,  Q  take  heed  of  being  com- 
footed  uiltil  you  get  the  Lord  to  do  this  for  you,  or 
nnlefs  you  depend  upon  the  Lord  for  this  in  his  time. 
Some  apply  comfort  when  they. fee  no  good  :  I  dare 
M4  not 
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not  to  myfelf  or  others:  O  therefore  imtgiot  Aoo 
didft  hear  the  Lord  fpeaking,  why  doft  t^a  perfecote 
jiie  ?  why  is  a  man  io  grieved  at  any  thing  that  cro&8 
himfelf  ?  becaufe  a  man  loves  himfelf,  becaufe  betMfikft 
his  good  lies  there  mod :  O  fee  thy  good  more  in  Cfarift 
than  in  thyfelf,  Afts  ix.  4.  O  me,  roe  in  whom  iH 
good  is,  O  to  perfecute  him!  Two  men  here,  aad  (M 
is  in  horror,  and  the  other  not;-  O  it  is  becaufe  God 
fets  it  on :  fo  here. 

3.  Make  the  Lord  Jcfusprefent  with  you,  and  fee 
him  really  before  you,  and  fee  him  willing  to  give 
himfelf  unto  you,  even  to  thee  in  particular.  Thofe 
that  give  themfelves  in  marriage,  feparate  thetnfehis 
from  all  company,  and  get  alone  together,  and  give 
themfelves  one  unto  another:  fo  fever  thyfelf  from  aU 
the  world,  and  fet  the  Lord  really  before  thee,  as  David, 
Pfalm  xvi.  8.  and  fo  clofe  one  with  another.  For  two 
things  keep  from  Chrift.     Either, 

Firft,  They  care  not  for  him,  and  the  caufe  is,  they 
make  him  not  prefent,  only  have  a  notion  and  report 
of  him. 

Secondly,  They  dare  not  clofe  with  hiro,  beca«fe 
they  fear  he  is  not  willing  to  clofe  with  them,  with 
others,  not  with  me;  fo  that  all  the  Scriptures  they 
read,  all  the  promifes  they  hear  are  very  fweet,  but 
they  look  on  them  as  fpoken  to  others.  Henoc, 
Afts  ti.  39*  **  For  the  promife  is  made  to  you,  and  to 
♦*  them  afar  oflF;''  be  thou  never  fo  far  oflf,  if  thou 
received  him,  he  will  receive  thee,  Luke  ii.  U- 
**  Good  will  to  men:'*  O  foe  this  good- will  in  the 
Lord  to  have  thee  receive  him,  though  thou  haft  no 
money,  nay,  becaufe  dead  and  vile,  nay,  becaufe  not 
lenfible.  Rev.  iii.  17,  18.  O  wonderful!  becaofe 
fenfelefa  of  mifery,  therefore  clofe  with  him.  i- 1* 
it  not  his  command  it  ihould  be  fo  ?  a.  k  it  not  a 
fin  to  vejtdt  him:  will  he  not  be  angry  with  thee  to 
rejefl:  hira?  3.  Are  not  his  conditions  eafy,  fo  as  he 
has  undertaken  to  do  all  that  which  thou  fay  eft  thoa 

canft 
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ttftftuot?  Why  Vilt  not?  i.  O  if  I  were  ft  child,  a 
fen  in  covenant,  I  would,  but  becaufe  otherwife, 
heace  I  dare  not.  Anf.  John  i.  ta.  Receive  him, 
b«  will  make  thee  a  ion.  2.  O  but  my  wants  are 
many*  Anf.  Receive  him,  he  will  make  thee  rich, 
Ife.  Iv.  1,  2,  3-  O  but  I  find  my  heart  endeared  to 
ercatupea.  Anf.  \  John  v.  4.  **  This  the  viftory  that 
*•  overoometh  the  world,  even  your,  faith.'*  4.  O 
but  I  Ihall  fall  back.  Anf.  No,  Jer.  iii.  22.  '•  Return, 
^  and  he  will  heal  thy  backfliding."  5.  O,  but  I 
ftall  never  be  able  to  do  any  thing.  Avf  Yes,  clofe 
with  him,  and  thoa  ihalt.  6.  O  but  I  am  very  vile 
before  the  Lord  after  all  I  do.  Anf  Yet,  Eph.  v.  25, 
26,  27.  He  ftiall  make  thee  amiable,  only  receive 
him,  fet  thy  heart  en  him  alone.  Now,  do  you  think 
ht  bears  a  good  will  toward  you'?  Can  you  deny  it  ? 
Shall  not  this  overcome  thee,  that  the  Lord  of  glory 
Ihould  fall  in  love  with  thee,  and  bear  good  will  to 
thee  a  leper^  and  that  canll  do  nothing  for  him,  and 
yet  for  all  this,  O  this  will  draw  thee.  Pf.  xxxvi.  6,  7. 
**  G  how  great  is  thy  loving  kindnefs;"  this  makes  a 
heart  of  lleel  to  yieki,  Jer.  xxxi.  i,  2,  3.  O  thia 
will  eat  you  in  bcH,  O  hard  hearts  that  defpifed  fuch 
pace! 

4.  If  the  fcrious  thoughts  of  this  do  not  draw  thiee 
al  leaft  not  fo  fully;  look  up  to  the  Lord  to  reveal 
bimfeif  unto  thee  to  be  thine.  For  as  no  p>an  can 
ttke  Chri^ft  until  Gkxl  gives  him,  fo  no  man  can  fay 
be  is  his,  lentil  the  Lord  (hews  him  that  ,he  is  his. 
Aad  as  the  crcatupe  cannot  refift,  but  take  when  the 
Lord  gives:  fo  it  cannot  but  fee  the  Lord  when  he 
wveals  hin>ielf  as  indeed  he  is,-  And  look  to  fee 
him  to  be  yours  by  fome^promife;  for  there  is  a  fee- 
ing Chrift  mine  is  great /tt/j-c?r  without  the  light  of  a 
pFomifo,  and  fpirit  in  it.  Is  Chrift  yours?  Yes,  I 
fee  it.  How?  by  any  word  or  promife?  No,  this 
is  a  delnfion.  The  other  ia  by  promife,  and  that 
•pcaed  in  ihe  go^l,  Eph.  i.  13,  14.    He  faith  not  ia 

whom 


l86  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

whom  after  ye  were  fealcd  you  believed,  but  e  c^ntrM. 
And  how  believed?  by  hearing  the  gofpel.     Hence 
laints  return  to  this,  Plalm  li.  8.     "  Let  ine  hear  the 
*'  voice,"  I  Pet.  ii.  i,,  2,  3.     And  tins  is  that  which 
has  knit  the  hearts  of  faints  to  Chrift  forever,   "O 
*'  thou  haft  the  words  of  life  :"  For  there  is  a  voice 
of  love  to  the  faints  engraven  in  all  mercies^  in  all 
afflidions,  in  all  God's  leadings  of  them^  though  it  be 
in  a  wild^rnefs ,  but  beloved,  only  the  Word  can  tell 
me  the  meaning  of  thcfe  words  of  love.     So  there  is 
love  of  Chrift  revealed  according  to  a  promife,   not 
by  is  and  love  fpoken  in  mercies,  but  the  Word  in- 
terprets them  and  clears  them  to  be  no  delufions ;  I 
mean  the  Spirit  there :    This  is  judged  to  be  a  good 
anfwer  to  Papifts,  who  fliall  be  judge  of  contrroverfies  ? 
We  anfwer,  that  which  Ihall  be  judge  at  the  laft  day, 
muft  be  judge  now  :  but  fo,  Rom.  ii.  16.  John  xii.  48. 
So  whether  does  God's  Spirit  feal,  or  the  devil  delude? 
It  is  a  great  i^ontroverfy  if  you  have  not  s^  word  to  fee 
God's  love  by,  but  think  you  have  a  way  to  fee  it 
without,  this  Word  fliall  judge  you.     O  look  therefore 
for  the  Lord  by  a  word  to  do  it,  and  fay,  **  SpeakLord;" 
and  if  by  word,  look  not  for  it  without  a  work  on 
your  own  heart.     Some  Chrittian's  have  refted  with 
a  work  without  Chrift,    which  is  abominable ;    but 
after  a  man  is  in  Chrift  not  to  judge  by  the  work,  is 
iirft  not  to  judge  from  a  word.     For  though  there 
is  a  word  which  may  give  a    man    dependance    on 
Chrift,  without  feeling  any  work,  nay,  when  he  feels 
sone^    as    abfolute    promifes,    yet    no    word    giving 
aifurance^    but  that    >vhich    is  made  to  fome  work; 
**"  He  that  believelh,    or  is  poor  in  fpirit,"    &c.  till 
that  work  is  feen,  has  no  affurance  from  that  promife. 
Tell  him  God  has  promifed  to  pour  "  clean  water," 
£zek.  xxxvi.     Yes,  for  fome,  not  for  me.     Secondly, 
It  is  not  to  judge  by  the  Spirit,  for  the  apoftle  makes 
the  earneft  ef  the  Spirit  to  be  the  feal ;  now  earneft  is 
part  of  the  money  bargained  for^    the   beginning  of 
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heaven,  of  the  light  and  life  of  it :  He  that  fees  not 
the  Lord  is  his  by  that,  fees  no  God  his  at  all :  O 
therefore  do  not  look  for  a  Spirit  without  a  word  to 
reveal,  nor  a  word  to  reveal  without  feeing  and  feel- 
ing of  fome  work  firll ;  I  thank  the  Lord  I  do  but 
pity  thofc  that  think  oihervvife  :  if  a  fheep  of  Chrift, 
0  wander  not,  Ol^jeSi*  But  I  have  wailed  long  for 
this.  Anf.  True,  therefore  more  reed  to  wait  ftill, 
it  may  be  now  it  is  not  far  ofF.  Olfjed.  O  but  it  may 
be  he  will  not>  if  I  knew  that  I  could  be  quiet.  Anf. 
Down  proud  heart,  O  take  heed  of  that  pride :  art 
not  worthy  never  to  hear  a  voice  from  God  ?  Be 
filent  then,  and  humble,  and  now  hear  what  the  Lord 
w^l  fay,  he  fpeaks  in  a  ftill  voice,  Pfalni  Ixxxv.-S. 
do  as  they  in  that  Pfalm  did  ;  thou  had  done  thus 
and  thus,  O  hear  us,  turn  us,  and  then  lie  ftill  and 
Men  :  O  do  thus,  elfe  you  make  God  a  liar  if  the 
word  comes,  1  John  v.  10,  ii;  and  when  thou  haft 
hira,  O  change  him  not.  , 

Firft,  What  doft  want,  and  where  wilt  go  to  find 
it  but  there;  any  creatures,  and  all  the  excellencies 
of  them  are  there,  and  in  tim6  of  trouble  he  will  be 
iaikad.of  all,  and  alfo  blefs  alL 

Secondly,  Doll  want  grace  to  honour  a  God  ?  it  is 
in  him  the  fulnefs  of  it.  Doft  want  God  and  his  love  ? 
ihou  haft  him,  and  now  all^  his  love,  his  care,  hia 
wifdom  is  tiiine.  O  wonder  at  thy  lot  and  portion, 
and  fay.  Lord  I  have  enough.  Thus  much  of  the 
firll  doflrine. 


CHAP.  X.    SECT.    L 

.Sbevjitig  fbat  True  Believers   do   noith   hope  expeSl  the 
fecond  coming  of  Cbrijl, 

NOW  they  go  forth  by  Hope  and  Defirc  of  him 
and  his  coming. 

Ot^Jerv,  a. 
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Obferv.  2*  That  the  church  and  people  of  God,  after 
they  arc  truiy  efpoufed  to  Chrift,  and  made  in  any 
ineafure  ready  for  Chrift,  they  now  are  no  more  of 
thU  world,  but  look  out  of  it,  and  verily  expe&  the 
fecond  coming,  and  glorious  appearing  of  GhriiL 

It  is  true,  they  look  for  his  coming  and  company  , 
at  the  lail  period  of  their  life,  but  this  they  look  upoa 
but  as  their  welcome  in  the  way,  until  the  laft 
trumpet  (hall  blow,  and  that  they  fhall  meet  the  Lord 
in  the  clouds  coming  in  the  air,  i  Thef.  iv.  i8.  which 
is  the  latt  and  chief  time  of  coming  they  look  out  for. 
The  five  wife  virgins  did  here  verily  look  for  him; 
the  five  fooliih  feemingly  did  fo  too:  That  look  as  it 
was  before  the  firft  coming  of  Chrifl,  all  their  thoughts 
and  fearchings  of  heart  were  after  the  day,  and  tiniei 
and  glory  of  it,  i  Pet.  i.  lo,  ii.  And  the  nearer  his 
coming  was,  the  more  ardently  was  he  expeded: 
Hence  fuch  flocking  to  John^s  minidry.  Hence  Simeon 
waited  long  for  the  "  confolation  of  Ifrael,"  So  the 
efpoufed  and  beloved  of  the  Lord  look  out  for  bis 
coming  now.  He  has  left  them  as  orphans  in  this 
world,  be  has  divers  of  his  eled  yet  to  bring  home, 
and  enemies  to  put  under  his  feet,  and  then  they  know 
he  will  come,  and  this  day  they  look  for ;  as  Chrift 
expe&s  it,  Heb.  x.  13.  By  the  fame  Spirit  they  look . 
for  it. 

This  is  that  which  Chrift  fo  often  prefFes  011  his  dtf- 
ciples^  forefeeing  the  ilumbers  of  the  world,  to  be  ever 
watching  for  his  fecond  coming;  and  hence  tbefe  alone 
are  accounted  blelTed,  Luke  xii.  37,  38,  That  let 
Chrift  come  at  any  watch,.  O  bleffed.  The  duration 
of  the  world  from  the  firft  to  the  fecond  coming,  is 
but  as  it  were  a  night  divided  into  feveral  watches; 
the  faints  are  the  watchmen  of  the  world,  who  you 
know  look  for  day-light,  though  it  bo  long,  it  is  but 
a  night;  it  will  be  morning:  All  the  reft  ^e  like  birds 
at  their  chaff.     And  hence  he  tells  them  tne  rcafoa  of 

the 
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the  uncertainty  of  his  coming,  makes  this  the  end  of 
it.  They  arc  cvarigclical  commands  with  which  there 
goes  a  power.  Look  through  all  the  primitive  church 
in  the  golden  age,  they  had  all  this  ttamp,  1  Ccr.  i.  7. 
*'  Waiting/^  i.  Thef.  i.'  10.  **  To  wait  for  Chrift 
"  from  heaven.*'  Nay,  Heb.  ix.  28.  He  profeffeth 
(hofe  only  may  know  the  fruit  of  his  firR  coming,  that 
•'  now  look  for  him," 

s  E  t;  t/  II. 

Sifafoni.  IDECAVSE  they  really  forefee,  and  fee 
fiich  a  day,  2  Pet.  iii.  3,4.  **  In  the  laft  days  fliall 
**  come  fcoffers,  faying,  where  is  the  promife  of  his 
"  coming.^  ajl  things  are  as  they  were,'*  and  hence  live 
in  their  lulls,  die  in  their  own  dung,  and  never  look 
for  it.  But  thefc  forefee  it  really,  and  hence  look  for 
it.  Men  that  live  on  land,  and  love  the  fmoke  of  their 
own  chimneys,  never  look  out  to  other  coaffs  and 
countries,  or  to  a  flrange  land;  but  feamen  that  arc 
bound  for  a  voyage,  and  have  a  pilot  U'ith  them  that 
has  fecn  the  coaft,  that  is  it  they  look  for;  fo  men 
that  live  in  this  world,  and  are  well  here,  look  not 
after  Chrift  nor  his  coming,  but  they  that  have  a  pilot, 
a  Spirit  to  fhew  them,  this  day,  this  coaft,  and  are 
bound  for  another  world,  they  look  out  for  this;  they 
fee  it  two  ways; 

I.  By  the  eye  of  faith  in  the  promife,  2  Pet.  iii.  13. 
And  this  makes  the  foul  fee  it,  when  all  things  feetn 
to  be  againft  it,  and,  hence  expefts  it;  for  that  is  the 
diffeJtence  between  faith  and  hope:  Faith  cJcifes  with 
Chrifl,  and  all  the  glory  of  Chrift,  in  the  promifes.as 
prefent,  hope  hence  fteps  forth  ami  ]nys  hold  upon  the 
performance  itfelf  as  abfent.  Faith  eptertains  the 
promife  as  a  faithful  mefienger,  and  fees  that  this 
meffage  is  true.  Hope  runs  out  of  doors  and  leaves 
it  with  faith,  and  looks  for  the  Lord  himfelf, 
Heb.  xi.  I. 

2.  By 
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2.  By  the  light  of   glory  in  the  thing  itfelf ;    for 
faints  do  not  only  fee  things  in  letters   and  fylhbles, 
and   words,   but  fee  ihinjs   as  they  are  in  themfslves. 
The  wicked  fee  the  word,  fii^  and  Chrift,  and  heaven, 
(and  in  feeing  fee  not)  bat  not  the  things  themfelves. 
Now  the  glorious   coming  of  Chrift   being  a  thing  10 
come,  yet  to  be  done,  how  do  they  fee   it  but  by  re- 
port? Yes,  they  have  the  Spirit  of  glory,  which  Spirit 
**  fhews  them  things  to  come,"  John  xvi.  13.  **  Which 
*'  eye  hath  not  feen.''     That  look  as  their  head  Chrift 
fees  this  day  as  it  fhall  be,   and  his  apprehenlions  are 
not  faife,  but  as  he  conceives  of  this  day,  fo  (lull  it  be: 
fo  the  faints  by  the  fame  Spirit  fee  it  before  it  comes 
and  are  not  miilaken  about  it,  though  it  be  very  dark- 
ly, yet  fometimes  when  the  Spirit  of  God  is  not  over- 
clouded,  they  fee  it  more  evidently.     For  this   is  the 
great, plague  of  the  wicked,   they  fee  nothing  as  it  is, 
and  in  hell  tliey  fee  how  they  have  been  deceived.     So 
this  is  the  happinefs  of  faints,  that  though  they  fee  things 
darkly,  yet  they  fee  things  truly,   the  Spirit  creating 
glorious  imprellions  on  the  mind  of  things  as  they  arc. 
They  know  things  that  the  eye  fees  not,   as  they  are. 
That  look  as  Abraham,   John  viii.  56.  "  faw  Chrift's 
"  day,  and  was  glad,"  though  afar  off;  fo  the  faints 
by  the  fame  Spirit.     Now  why  did  Noah  make  his  ark, 
and  look  for  a  flood?  Becaufe  he  faw  it  really.  Did  not 
others?  No,  it  is  faid,  *'  They  knew  not,"  Mat.  xxiv. 
38,  39.     Never  knew  "  till  the  flood  came:"     The 
Lord  made  it  not  known.     Noah  did,   the  other  did 
not*     Hence  the  faints  cannot  but  look  for  it. 

jReafan  2.  Becaufe  they  fee  nothing  elfe  in  this 
world  worth  looking  after,  no,  not  for  the  prefent. 
For  if  a  man  fees  the  day  of  the  Lord,  yet  has  fome 
prey  in  his  eye,  in  this  world,  and  his  game  before 
him,  he  will  follow  his  hunting  to  catch  his  venifon, 
though  he  comes  too  late  for  the  bleffing.  But  the 
Lord  makes  his  people  to  fee  nothing  in  the  world 
worth  the  hawking  or  catching, 

X.  The 
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1.  Tlicy  fee  the  glory  of  another  day,  anotfier  world, 
and  this  pots  out  the  glory  of  this,  and  hence  makes 
them  look  for  that;  and  hence  when  Chrift  would 
comfort  his  difciples^  he  promifes  nothing  here,  but 
tells  them,  **  In  my  Father's  houfe  are  many  man- 
**  fions.  1  go  to  prepare  a  place,  and  I  will  come  to 
"  yott  again,'*  John  xiv.  i,  2,  3.  And  hence  they 
feeing  this  to  be  enough,  look  for  this. 

2.  They  fee  an  end  of  all  thefc  things,  of  all  the 
gtory  of  them,  and  that  thefe  fumraer  fwallows  wiH 
take  their  wings,  and  fly  away  in  greateft  extrerai- 
ties.  Hence  they  look  to  eternal  things,  the  Lord, 
and  his  coming,  2  Car.  iv.  i8.  ^^  We  look  not  at 
•^  temporal  things." 

3.  They  find  the  Lord  croffing  them  of  what  they 
-look  for  in  tiiis  world,  fometimes  of  outward  comforts, 
and  fometimes  of  the  performance  of  fpiritual  pro.- 
mifes.  '  Atid  when  God  thus  "  hedgeth  their  way 
"  with  thorns,"  then  they  <'  think  of  their  firft 
"  hulband."  Look  as  it  was  with  Abraham,  Heb. 
xi.  13,  You  know  flrangers  when  their  way  is  un- 
comfortable, ever  and  anon  look  for  their  Lome:' 
Abraham  was  heir  of  the  world,  yet  he  fojourns  as 
a  ftranger  in  it,  in  tents,  *'  becaufe  he  looks  for  a 
"  city,"  ver.  10.  So  here,  faints  are  the  heirs  of 
all  creatures,  yet  the  Lord  makes  them  flrangers 
here,  and  hence  they  look  for  fomething  elfe.  The 
things  Giod  has  promifed  tp  bis  people  are  very  great, 
but  not  accomplilhed.  Why?  Becaufe  full  accom- , 
pUflimfint  is  left  till  the  laft  day,  that  hope  may  wait, 
and  that  we  may  live  by  faith.  God  has  promifed 
to  "  take  away  all  tears;"  O  welcome  that  day! 
This -world  cannot  do  it,  and  the  Lord  here  will  not, 
1  Cor.  XV.  19.  "  If  our  hope  were  only  here,  we  were 
**  moa  miferable." 

Rcafon  3.  Becaufe  they  fee  and  are  fenfible  of  their 
deliverance  from  wrath  to  come:  There  has  been 
much  wrath  in  the  world  feen,  but  yet  the  great 
wrath  is  to  come;  what  that  is,  they  fee;  what  their 

efcape 
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efcapc  from  it  is^  xhtj  fee*  Hettce  they  look  for 
Ghrift,  when  he  Ihall  appear  like  the  rifing  fun,  wi 
like  a  bridegroom  from  hb  chamber  to  comfort  ibcm, 
I  Thcff.  i.  lo.  For  the  devils  look  for  this  (ky, 
and  natural  men,  but  feeing  wrath,  wifh  thcinfclTCS 
under  rocks  and  mountains,  and  feek  to  fraothet  it : 
but  faints  feeing  tlicnifelvcs  delivered,  hence  calnilf 
look  for  it.  The  fenfc  of  this  love  nlakcs  them  fay, 
O  when  will  he  come,  that  I  may  **  fee  him  with 
•«  thefe  eyes!"  They  fear  adt  (for  why  ihould  they) 
the  terror  of  this  day. 

jRiafon  4.  Becaufc  the  Lord  has  given  unto  them 
the  firll-fruits  of  gloty,  and  of  that  day  of  glory, 
hence  they  look  and  wait  for  it.  You  kao^  the  fcrft- 
fruhs  were  part  of  the  whole  vintage^  hence  they 
gave  thanks  for  all,  becaufe  they  then  lot>ked  fbrallf 
Exod.  xxiii.  Rom.  viii.  23.  ♦*  We  having  the  irft- 
•*  frutta  of  the  Spirit,  wait  for  the  adoption."  Look  , 
as  it  is  with  the  wicked,  that  have  rdjeQsed  Chtift,  and 
counted  bis  blood  a  cdmmdn  thing,  and  dene  defjpite 
to  God's  Spirit,  there  remains  nothing  **   but  a  fcir- 

**'  fill  looking  for  of  vengeance,"  fo  here  e  contra. 
Rom;  V.  i,,x,  3,  4^5.  **  Being  juftified  by  faith,'* 
BOW,  I.  "  Peace  with  God."  2.  Aecefe  by  Chrift 
to  God.  3.  Stanciinj?  in  that  grace.  4.  Shcddiftg 
of  love,  hence  not  only  hope,  kit  "  glory  in- hope  of 
♦*  the  glory  of  God."  There  is  none  efpoufed  to 
Chrift,  but  taile  this  love,  feel  the  warmth  of  his  fel- 
lowihip,  feel  the  abundance  of  ht^  love,  but  it  is  bat 
in  a  little  meafure,  in  the  fird-fruits,  hence  they  lock 
tor  and  expe£k  the  reft  at  his  coming.     They  are 

'fonjetimes  full  of  fears,  what  if  fhut  out  at  laft  ?  But 
irben  they  feet  the  firft-fruits  of  glofy  at  that  day,  vof9f 
they  verily  look  for  his  coming.  Chrift  diad,  we 
know,  but  it  was  not  poffible  for  him  to  be  held  Icmg, 
and  hence  rofe  again,  and  then  looked  for  gkiryy 
and  then  was  taken  up  to  glory:  So  here;  the  faiatt 
lie  dead  in  the  gf^v«  of  fms  and  f^ars,  but   it  is  not 

poffibfe 


poffible  for  them  ever  to  be  held  hefe  i  hence  when 
♦^  rifea  with  Chrift/'  they  look  upon  "  things  above," 
and  are  waitliig  ibr  glory*  and  at  laft  are  taken  to 
l^oty  with  hSmfelf.  I^ook  as  Jacob,  Gen.  x\ix.  i8» 
faid,  "  My  foul  waiteth  for  thy  falvalion;"  when  the 
fiakea  and  pin^  of  bis  fleflily  tabernacle  are  loofing^ 
fo  the  Lord  is  looiing  him  from  the  excellency  of  this 
world  ;  though  he  minds  other  things,  yet  he  recals 
Jximielf,  *\My  foul  waiteth  for  thy  falvaiioui  O  Lord.'* 

SECT.     IIL 

Uft  ^-  Hence  Ict  all  Aefh  take  notice  that, 
there  is  fuch  a  time,  and  day,  and  coming  of  the  Lord 
Jefas.  This  was  the  apoftle's  argument  to  prove  ft 
jndurredUon,  **  Ghrift  is  rifen  ;»Vand  to  prove  this,  and 
fo  a  refurrection  from  the  dead  at  Chrift's  .comings 
*•  elfe  your  faith  is  v%n,"  i.  e.  expeiSation  of  him 
vain,  I  Cof.  xv.  14.  17*  Men  think  it  eafy  to  be*- 
Iltve  a  refurre£kion,  and  a  fecond  coming  of  Chrift 
for  that  end ;  but  an  hoverly  flight  wqrk  is  quickly 
ikMie,  and  an  hoverly  faich  is  quickly  wrought.  But 
when  a  man  comes  to  look  confiderably.  Is  there  fuch 
a  day  indeed  ?  Is  there  now  in  the  third  heavens  that 
will  fire  this  whole  world,  and  gather  his  iaints  to  hi$ 
glory  ?  Now  it  is  very  hard.  It  is  ufual  with  Satau 
10  pierce  with  extremities,  that  when  they  do  begin 
i«)deed  to  ciofe  with  Chriil,  and  receive  comfort  from 
fai{B,  to  fmtte  them  with  thoughts :  Is  there  a  Chriil^ 
and  is  there  fuch  a  time  of  coming  ?  Now  of  all  the 
arguments  to  •convince  and  perfuade,  methinks  ther^ 
is  none  like  thie^  viz.  That  there  be  a  generation  of 
mqn  in  the  world,  that  vecily  look  for  this  day  and 
fee  it,  and  have  the  firft  frnits  and  beginnings  of  it 
already  tn  their  ibuls.  A  number  of  people  that  once 
oever  minded  it,  beard  of  it,  but  looked  not  for 
'  it,  aow  to  fee  it ;  flefh^  and  btood  could  not,  Satan 
wouki  not  reveal  it,  hence  God  that  cannot  lie,'  haa 
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ihewn  it  unto  them,  fo  as  they  ait  in  a  tnahner  eye- 
witnefTes  of  it,  men  will  believe  eye- witQefles  of  anjr 
thing,  efpecially  if  many.  Such  are  the  efpo\ifcdof 
the  Lord  in  all  ages.  "  The  things  which  we  have 
"  heard  and  feen  we  fpeak.** 
*  QiJeS.  But  may  they  not  be  decelyed»  and'conceit 
that  which  is  not  ? 

Anf.  True;    but  divine  revelation  of  any  truth, 
that  cannot  deceive ;   fur  that  is  no  failcy  of  the  hcii 
nor  delufidn  of  Satan.     Now  this  is  a  fccret  the  Spirit 
-  makes  known. 

I.  In  that  it  fills  the  mind  and  feeds  the  heart  with 
if,  that  it  carries  unto  God  with  wonderment  of  blef- 
£ng  him  that  ever  he  faw  this.  Fancies  cannot  feed, 
cfpecially  in  greateft  agonies :  Now  they  chufe  niiw- 
xy  on  this  ground,  rather  than  prefent  peace  here, 
Heb.  xi.  35.  *'  Not  accepting  deliverance." 

a.  In  that  it  works  effe£ts  ^rofs  to  nature,  nay,  to 
all  a  man*s  luits  in  th^m.  Noah  forefaw  a  flood  nigb* 
but  he  might  be  deceived.  No,  it  is  faid,  **  he  fear- 
•*  ed,*'  kept  clofe  to  CJod,  and  it  came  ;   fo  here. 

3.  This  light  whereby  they  fee,  ia  not  only  fwect 
nnd  glorious,  and  crofs  to  heart  and  lufts,  but  it  is 
fadden,  as  with  Paul,  when  going  to  perfecute,  "  fnd* 
*'  denly  there  fell  a  great  light,'*  and  fo  he  faw  Chrift. 
So  when  a  man  goes  on  in  his  fin,  and  fuddenly  the 
Lord  reveals  this  and  that  by  a  word  (elfe  it  is  a  de* 
ceit)  which  all  angels  could  not  do  before,  fo  as  to 
fee  it,  and  that  none  can  reveal  it  as  he  fees  it,  efpc- 
cially  to  bring  this  light  out  of  darknefs,  this  mud  be 
miraculous  po^er^  and  no  dream.  But  what  do  I 
fpeak  of  feeing  ? .  they  feel  the  beginnings  of  it  in  the 
firft.fruits  of  it. 

.  Fi^r  two  great  things  ihall  be  at  that  day. 
Tirft,  Thei)  all  the  eleft  (hall  have  their  fill  of  love. 
Seeondly^  Trmmph  in  Chrift,  when  in  the  clouds 
with  him.  Have  th^  not  the  firft  here?  Rom.  v.  5. 
The  feeling  of  which  love  cannot  be  a  fancy^  for  it 
icannot  conceive  of  it,  nor  hold  it«    This  ia  an  infinite 

love, 


lore,  ami  that  ta  the  mtdft  of  the  fence  of  fin  ^nd 
^eath.  That  many  times  they  are  even  fain  to  hy^ 
hord  hold.  2.  Triumph,  Rom.  v.  3.  and  that  ia 
affii&ions,  which  make  them  by  experience  fo  to  feel 
(}od  in  part,  that  they  triumph  for  time  to  come.  Ic 
is  triie,  at  times  they  look  down  the  tower,  and  fo 
tremble,  but  while  they  look  up  here,  then  they  tri* 
vmph,  having  accefs  to  the  grace  wherein  they  ftand;^ 
fo  then  look  for  it,  there  fliali  be  fuch  a  day,  and  fuch 
a  coming  of  Chrift,  Rev.  t.  7.  The  Father  has  ex- 
alted the  Son  to  ineffable  glory.  But,  |-.ord  I  wIk> 
fees  ^im  as  thefe,  in  his  glory,  or  to  come  forth  out 
of  bis  glory  ?  It  is  but  table-talk.  But  ''  behold  he 
•*  comes,  and  every  eye  ihall  fee  him.*i  The  Lord 
pities  you,  and  holds  out  bowels  of  love,  and  faith  ; 
O  receive  me,  O  caft  away  thofe  bloody  knives  that: 
have  pierced  me ;  and  fends  his  Spirit  like  his  hand 
to  draw  you..  But  O  do  you  not  kick  his  bowels^ 
do  you  not  pierce  his  hands  and  feet  daily  ?  And 
when  you  have  done,  no  tears  !  But  he  comes,  and 
you  that  pierce  him  fhall  fee  him,  Stc.  Confidcr  o£ 
it,  therefore,  you  that  doubt  of  this,  you  that  think 
not  of  this,  and  hence  live  and  lie  In  your  lufts,  and 
defpifc  him.     Behold  he  comes  1    . 

SECT.    IV. 

t^  2.  Hence  behold  the  happinefs  of  atl  thettl 
that  be  efpoufed  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  that  their  hopea 
are  laid  up  in  another  world,  at  the  day  of  the  com- 
ing of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  i  Cor,  xv.  19.  **  If  we  had 
•*  hope  only  in  this  life,  we  were  of  all  men  moft  mi- 
•*  ferable.*'  Becaufe  none,  fo  foolifh,  or  fo  fenfible  of 
mifery  as  they,  but  our  hopes  llretch  to  another  life^ 
to  the  fecond  coming  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift.  '  Sup- 

Eofe  a  man  had  all  the  crowns  of  the  world  caft  at 
is  feet,  but  at  laft  to  be  dragged  before  the  judgment* 
feat  of  Ghrift,  .and   there   to   Hand   quaking,  what 
ihoald  he  be  the  better  ?  *  What  though  faints  havd 
.     ^  Nz  all 
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ill  IKe  mifertes  in  this  world,  bat  at  laft  "  with  thefe 
I*  eyes  they  fhall  fee  the  Lord,"  and  ftand  triumphf 
ing  before  him,  and  have  a  real  fight  and  certain  cx- 
peftation  of  this.  What  people  in  the  world  fo  great 
as  thefe  ?  , 

Queft,  What  do  tbey  nait  and  expeStfor  f 
An/.  Great  things,  which  may  allonilh  the  whole 
i  creation. 

!  2.  They  look  for  him  "  to  change  their  vile  bodies," 

that  this  their  Hufband,  at  the  marriage-day,  fliould 
fake  a\vay  thefe  rags,  "  and  make  them  like  unto  his 
glorious  body,"  brighter  than  the  fun  ;  fo  that  bum 
'  them,  cut  them  in  pieces,  they  fee  Chrift  loves  boih» 
-  And  hence  holds  fword  and  foul  in  one  hand,  and  fcab- 
bafd  ih  another,  &c. 

2.  They  expeft  he  fliould  take  away  all  their  fins* 
^nd  nlake  them*  like  unto  himfelf,  engrave  on  their 
'  fouls  perfectly  his  own  image,  that  their  enemies  they 

feel  now,  they  look  they  "  Ihall  never  fee  them  more,'* 
1  John  iii.  2.     And  as  tlo  evil  like  it,  no  mercy  like 
this  ;  and  no  evil  to  faints  like  this,  that  yet  they  fliould 
grieve  the  hbart  of  fuch  a  Hu{band. 
'  3.  They  look  he  fliould  take  away  all  forrows  and 

tears  from  them,  for  this  the  Lord  promifeth,  and  be- 
gins to  execute  now,  but  it  fiiall  be  perfefted  then; 
Ifa.  XXV.  8,  9.  And  hence  called  **  the  times  of  re- 
frefliing,"  Afts  iii.  19,  20.*  It  is  true,  the  fpoufe  and 
church  is  now  forrowful  to  the  very  heart  many  times, 
but  there  is  a  time  coming  that  they  fhall  never  for- 
'  row  more. 

4.  They  look  he  Ihould  take  away  all  fliarac  from 
them.  .  For  no  people  in  the  world  is  ladett  with  more 
calumnies  and  reproaches  by  the  wicked  and  by  hypo- 
crites, and  hard  fpeeches  from  the  godly,  aad  they 
doubt  whether  they  be  fons  or  no.  Now  then  the 
whole  world  fhall  fee  they  are  fons,  and '^  fhall  iland 
amazed  at  them,  and  fhall  not  doubt  of  it,  nor  them- 
felves ;  for  the  Lord  fhall  proclaim  it,  and  they  .fiiall 

heaff 
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httr^  Thefe  arc  my  jewels,  ^nd  this  they  look  for» 
I  John  iii.  z,  2. 

5.  They  then  look  fof  recowpqiKc  lo  all  their  "  la- 
"  boor  of  love*'  to  bim  and  his.  Hence  x  Cor.  xy. 
58.  ^^  Knowing  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  ch^ 
**  Lord.**  Henoe  the  apoiile  oft  defers  men  for  th^t  rcr 
coropence  till  now. .  **  The  Lord  fliew  mercy  %q  th^ 
t'houfc  of  OnefepHbrus  in  that  day,"  z  Tim.  i^6. 
So  that  fome  herericks  have  thought  fonl«  fleep  tili 
then.  They  may  43ray  and  no  aniVer,  feek  to  do  good^ 
and  do  none.  O  but  the  Lord  will  recomptjice  them 
abundantly. 

6.  .They  look  then  to  "  be  ever  with  the  Lord," 
I  ^d![.  iv.  17.  Never  to  be  parted  from  him,  ncvef 
to  live  without  him,  nay,  never  to  go  away. from  un^ 
der  bis  wing,  out  of  his  bleeding  boTom  of  loye  and 
endlefs  and  unfpeakable  compaffions  any  more:  And 
being  with  him  to  fee  his  glory,  and  never  fee  the 
depth  of  it,  and  to  have  the  Lord  to  ferve  ihem,  Luk^ 
xii.  37,  38.  and  giving  whatever  they  call  for,  and  all 
thiis  when  thoufand  thoufands  ftiall  at  thijB  time  be' 
prying  for  a  drop  of  water,  and  cannot  get  it.  Nov 
all  this  they  look  for,  and  more  too:  Which  is,  i.  Cer- 
tain. For  **  hope  maketh  not  afliaraed."  2.  Which 
fills  their  hearts  with  'glory,  and  unfpeakable  glory 
too:  for  it  makes  it  fo  clear  and  certain,  that  they 
have  it  all  already ;  for  though  abfent,  hope  makes 
it  as  prefent,  Rora.  viii.  24.  He  doth  not  fay  we  ihall 
be,  but  *•  we  are  faved  by  hope.'*  Faith  takes  hold 
on  the  beginning,  hope  on  the  end.  O  the  heavy^ 
wrath  of  God  upon  a  world  of  poor  blind,  ignorant 
men  tliat  have  no  hope,  no  hope  ofChrill,  no  hope 
of  glory,  unlefs  a  flauering  dead  hope.  What  a  fad 
thing  is  it  to  think  of  a  number  of  men  that  are  buri- 
^d  in  the  world,  atid  never  to  awaken  lintil  they  fee 
Chrift  in  the  clouds  of  heaven  coming  to  he  reveng- 
ed on  thera.  O  methiuks  I  fee  them  falling  down 
before  the  Judgment-feat,  and  crying  out,  O  that  we 

N  3  •  •  had 
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had  krtown  of  this  day  !  O  alaa  that  I  had  hope !  but 
not  fuch  an  hope,   but   am  now  deceived.     O  it  i» 
othcrwife  with  faints,  they  fliall  find  what  they  hoped 
for,  and  infinitely  more.    What  hurt  can  any  do  theni? 
Let  all  the  world  come  againft  them,  their  Huftand 
will  come,  and  will  kick  them  under  his  feet.    Lci 
'them  load  them  with  reproaches',  fill  their  hearts  with 
forrows,  an4  their  eyes  with  tcart,  their  Lord's  com- 
ing will  comfort  them.     Let  Sat'ah  tempt,  and  a  Fa- 
ther hide  his  face,    behold   the  L^rd  Cometh,  that  t 
fliall  deliver  and  redeem  them  !*  O  fee^their  bleifedncfs, 
and  let  it  draw  you  to  make  up  the  match  with  Chrift» 
that  never  did  it  yet !     He  has  been  wooing  of  you, 
Jonging  for  you,  and  you  wooing  of  him  again.  Lord 
take  me  !     What  hinders  you  then  from  ftriking  the 
match,  and  concluding  it  ?     To  give  thyfelf  this  day 
to  him,  and  take  him  only,  rejoice  in  him  only,  whea 
nothing  thou  doft  can  be  fo  pleafing  to  him.     And 
now  you  may  look  and  believe  what  one  day  you 
ihall  to  your  comfort  feel.     And  account  yourfelves  , 
nioft  wretched  creatures  until  the  Lord  be  pleafcd  W 
^fpoufe  you  to  himfelf, 

S  E  C  T.    V. 

Vft  3.  OfExamp.  wR  hence  learn  what  to  judgt 
of  thofe  that  never  look  for  the  coming  and  company 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  :  It  is  with  them  as  it  was  with  the 
Ifraelicea,  when  Mofes  was  gone  into  the  mount,  and 
'flayed  there  long,  the  people  made  their  calf,  and 
went  to  their  fealling  and  rejoicing :  So  the  Lord 
Jefus  being  gone  for  the  Spirit  of  life,  and  to  prepare 
a  place  of  glory,  it  being  now  long  fince,  they  make 
idols  of  ^their  jewels,  and  of  their  own  excellencies, 
and  of  whatfoever  is  glorious  in  their  eyes  in  this 
world;  Or  as  Chrift  compares  the  fecure  world, 
•*  As  it  was  in  the  days  of  Noah,  fo  fliall  it  be  ;'*  ot 
^  as  m  the  days  of  Lot,  when  they  never  knew  nor 

•  looked 
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looked  for  it,  though  told  of  it,  fo  it  is  with  them. 
Do  you  think  thefe  are  erpoufed  to  Chrid,  or  made 
ready  for  Chrifti  whofe  glorious  appearing  is  never, 
orieldom,  or  the' leaft  thing  in  their  thoughts,  and" 
.  are  far  from  feeing  and  fetting  it  before  their  eyes. 

Now,  becaufe  if  you  alk  men,  Dj  you  look  for 

fuch  a  time  to  fee  the  world  confumed,  and  the  Lord 

revealed,  and  your  glory  with  him  ?     Every  one  will 

fay  Yes,  becaufe  indeed  they  have  a  dead  hope.  .  I 

^  ihall  therefore  give  difcoverics  of  it. 

Sign  I.    Thofc  whofe  hearts  prize  (though  their 
heads  do  not)  and  whofe  eyes  are  dazzled  with  the 
withering  glory  of  this  world.     When  men  lie  under 
(not  for  a  fit,  for  Ghrift's  difciples  wondered  at  the 
beauty  of  the  temple)  a  great  miftake  of  all  things 
}^re,  and  put  that  good  in  them  which  is  not,  and 
that  worth  upon  them  which  they  ought  nut.     For 
be  on  whofe  eyes  the  Sun  of  glory  has  rifen,  4nd 
looks  for  the  glory  which  (hail  be  revealed;  looks 
upon  a  dunghill  world  as  Grangers  do  upon  their  inn, 
asd  as  travellers  dp  on  their  tents,  make  a  ihift  to 
rah  it  out  for  a  time,  but  O  home.     O  *'  that  glory 
"that  fhall  be  revealed,"  Hcb.  xi.  13.     They  were 
ftrangers,  becaufe  *'  they  looked  for  a  city  :"     Nay, 
they  look  upon  thefe  things,  as  God  and  Chrid  judge 
of  them  (for  they  have  Ghrift's  mind)   1  Cor.  ii.  15. 
which  (land  for  cyphers  ia  the  Lord's  book :     Nay,   ' 
they  look  upon  th€  very  miferies  of  this  world  for 
Chrid,  greater  treafures  than  the  happinefs  of  it,  and 
hence  chofe  it,  and  account  their  fears  their  crown, 
their  Ihame  their  glory,  their  loffes  their  gain,  their 
forrows  their  joys,  as  Heb.  xi.  25,  26.     Mofes  chofe 
tofuffer,  and  efteemed  Ghrift's  reproach  his  glory. 
And  why  ?    "  He  had  an  eye  to  the  recompence  of 
I*  reward,'*  and  faw  the  God  invifible.     And  2  Cor. 
iv,  ly.    *»  It  vvorks  an  exceeding  weight  of  glory.*' 
Look  as  it  is  with  a  man  that  is  born  to  great  h^pes 
of  a  Crown  Itnd  kingdom,  and  therefore  brought  up 

N  4  not 
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Hot  in  the  country,  but  in  the  court ;   let  a  fx)6r  mm 
offer  him  his  thatched  houfe,  and  promife  bim  if  be 
will  come  and  live  with  bim,   and  ferve  bim  io  his 
patched  clothes,  what  will  he  fay?  No,  begone  iojCfBt 
firiends,  I  am  a  greater  man  than  you  can  make  me, 
To  here  ;  a  man  that  is  born  aud  begotten  to  a  lively 
hoj)e  of  a  crown  now,  by  the  refurredion  of  Chrift, 
and  brought  up  under  the  wings  and  care  of  Chrift, 
to  the  hopes  of  a  better  world*  oSer  never  fo  much, 
promife  never  fo  fair,  I  am  greater  than  all  the  world 
can  make  me,  I  muft  not  have,  if  I  love  Qirift,  aad 
I  cannot  have,  if  he  loves  me,  both;  and  beace  loob 
to  honour  then,,  and  peace  and  glory  then^  Col.  iii. 
3,  2,  3.     It   is  clear,  then,   thou   looked   upon  the 
things  of  the  world  as  gr^t  tbinga  ;   O  to  have  -foch 
honour,  fuch  an  eftAte,  fo  many  cows  and  goats,  fo 
much  ground  paled  in,  fo  many  ploughs,  lands  aod 
oaen  fie  for  labour,  fo  much  gain  to  come  iti  every 
year,  and  fuch  parts,  and  gifts,  and  duties  to  get  ise 
tt  name,  to  live  before  the  beft  men,  and  to  be  good 
JIgns  {to  comfort  me)  of  the  favour  of  God:    This  is 
.s  goodly  thing,  the  very  hopes  heat  and  warm  ths 
heart. 

1.  If  you  do  not  feel  pangs  in  parting  with  a  frtco4 
«  bofom-bleffing  fo  dear,  you  are  not  dead  yet  to  i^ 
aor  rifen  to  a  lively  hope  of  better  vhings* 

2.  He  that  does  not  prize  the  evils  of  the  wori4, 
jnore  thj^n  the  good  in  it,  his  eyes  are  dazzled  with 
it:  If  the  life  of  the  world  be  not  death  to  tl>ce,  the 
comfort  of  this  worlJ  forrow  to  thee,  O  they  dra<r 
thy  heart  from  God ;  hence  called  ^  lying  vanities.'^ 
Look  as  it  is  with  a  krng  or  mailer  tliat  gives  talentft 
to  ufe,  they  caft  them  by,  and  fi(h  for  thcmfelves, 
they  look  not  for  the  coming  of  their  mafters :  So 
the  Lord  gives  you  his  ordinances  and  word,  to  ufe 
for  him,  and  you  fcrtimble  for  yourfclves,  Co  enrich, 
and  honour  and  comfort  yourfelves,  you  look  not  for 
the  Lord,    Faftors  that  go  far  for  wealth,  they  will 

not 
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lot  brif)|;  home  ftone  aiul  rubbifht  which 'they  kaoir 

will  not  go  ta  their  own  country,  hence  other  thingi 

that  arr  of  more  price  he  Tpends  his  time  for;  & 

b€re.    What  do  you  do,  you  that  eat  tbejbreadof 

ctrefabf  fs,  feU  your  commodities  dear,  and  fet  your 

buyers  on  taiuter-hooks  ?     I  look  to  be  rkb.     You 

that  can  fpeak  well,  and  have  parts,  and  profefs  fair* 

Iff   but  go  into  your  clofets,  God  is  neg1e£ied  in 

your  hearts,  your  conftant  union  to  Chrtil,  dependi^ 

ance  onllhrift,  approving  yourfelves  to  Chrift,  is  not 

maialained.     I  would   fain  be  honoured.     You  are 

^ae  £ac  from  y^ur  own  country :    Why   did  you 

depart  thefice  ?     To  he  free  from  trouble.     And  nov 

Jtere,  what  ftay  you  for  ?     O  for  eafit.     Will  tbefe 

mas  ^  and  be  taken  at  the  lafi  day  I     No>  you  look 

not  for  that. 

Sign  2.  They  that  fay  they  look  for  Chrift,  but  do 
a6t  rejoice  abundantly  in  hope  of  this  time.  Some- 
liates  the  bopes^  «f  God's  people  begin  to  die,  and 
Aen  coiBf<>rtlefs,  but  when  their  hopes  are  up,  and 
wring,  and  not  wonnded  by  tomt  lin  or  ileeping'^ 
there  is  a  double  joy  that  now  they  have. 

I.  This  nlone  comforts  them  and  fills  them,  John 
M*  X,  2,  3«  S«  that  they  wonder  at  God,  though 
ihey  have  never  fa  little  here,  t^  have  thefe  blcfilinga 
now,  and  everlalling  gl^^ry,  endlefs  compai&ot^s  and 
mercy  al  that  day,  John  xvi.  22.    . 

1.  This  joy  is  glarious  juy,  higheft  comfort,  Rom. 
».  3.  **  We  glory  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.'* 
I^fgraced,  but  then  honoured;  hated  of  men,  but 
then  loved  of  Chrift.;  poor,  but  then  enriched ;  mi- 
ferable, but  then  ble&ed;  empty,  but  then  filled;  fa^ 
therlefa,  .friendlefs,  but  then  glorified.  O  I  tell  you» 
ni&rica  thus  toafidered,  are  fweet !  Can  it  be  other* 
wife?  Now  yon  fay  you  hope  and  lot)k  for  this  day^ 
Whe^reSs  yoar  comfort  of  it  ?  Where  is"  your  glory 
in  ill  Ads  i.  11/12.  compared  with  Luke  sxiv.  51^ 
So  thoa  wilt  be  in  tb^  temple^  nay,  in  the  fields,  re^ 

joiclng 
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joicing  and  bleffing  the  Lord,  ihatt  ever  he  flunld  iit' 
tead  to  fet  thee  at  his  right-hand,  at  that  great  dtjr 
of  his  conning.  No  man  but  has  fomething  to  joy 
his  heart.  It  is  **  com  and  wine  and  oil,"  and  not' 
**  the  light  of  God's  countenance''  at  this  day  ?  It  is  a 
fign  they  never  look  for.  Do  the  world  rejoice  ia 
their  hopes,  and  not  faints  i 

^ign.  3.  They  that  content  themfelvea  with  any 
meafure  of  holinefs  and  grace;  they  look  not  kr 
Chpiil'a  coming  and  company.  For  faints  that  do 
look  for  him,  though  they  have  not  that  holinefs  sod 
grace  they  would  have,  yet  they  reft  not  fatisfied 
with  any  meafure,  i  John  iii.  3.  *<  He  that  hath  this 
*<  hope  purifieth  himlelf  as  he  is  pure."  Chrift  fiods 
us  not  lovely,  but  makes  us  lovely,  by  putting  oa 
bis  own  garments,  imprinting  his  own  image.  Hence 
faints  content  not  themfelves  with  any  dreilings,  till 
made  glorious,  and  fo  fit  for  fellowfliip  with  that 
fpou(e.  And  when  the  foul  fees  this  love  to  be  afoD, 
and  then  to  be  proclaimed  heir,  O  this  makes  them 
fet  Chrift  himfelf  as  a  pattern  to  walk  by.  Nofr 
therefore, 

X.  When  men  (hall  think  this  way  is  bad,  and  ano- 
ther way  of  fome  faints  is  good,  and  take  a  copy  of  his 
courfe  from  them,  and  now  is  well,  this  only  is  to  be 
pure  as  man  is  pure. 

2.  When  a  maft  leaves  not  till  he  gets  fuch  a  mea- 
fure of  faith  and  grace,  and  now  when  he  has  got  thist 
contents  himfelf  with  this  as  a  good  fign,  he  fliall  be 
faved,  he  looks  not  for  Chrift.     Or, 

3.  When  men  are  heavily  loaden  with  fin,  then 
cldfe  with  Chrift,  !and  then  are  comforted,  fealed,  and 
bave  joy  that' fills  them,  and  now  the  work  is  done, 
and  they  are  paft  grace,  and  paft  repentance,  and  daily 
clcanfmg,  now  they  ftudy  not  what  to  do  for  Ohriftf 
that  neither  family  nor  church  where  they  livc>  are 
die  better  for  them. 

4.  When  men  Ihall  ngt  content  themielvea  with 

any 
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any  meafurc,  biit  wifli  they  had  more,  i  if  grace  would 
grow,  while  they  tell  clocks,  and  fit  idle,-  and  fo  God 
juuil  do  all,  but  do  not  purge  themfeh  es,  and  make 
work  of  It,  (indeed  faints  purge  not  thtrofelves  of 
themfelves,  for  dirty  hands  i;v'ill  never  waih  a  foul  face) 
but  by  a  dally  dependance  on,  and  importunity  of 
faith,  figh  after  the  Lord  to  do  it ;  verily  if  not  thus, 
you  look  not  for  Chrift,  i  Pet.  iii.  ii,  ii*- 14.  For 
if  you  did,  you  would  fay.  and  think,  if  to  be  like 
him  be  my  glory,  O  then  that  I  might  have  it  now. 
Sods  that  are  born  to  their  hopes  in  the  court,  will 
go  in  the  court-fafliioo :  beggars  that  are  bom  and 
brought  up  under  hedges,  content  thenifelves  with 
their  rags ;  fo  here :  Lord  where  is  this  Spirit  ?  ef- 
pedally  ev^  among  tjs.  There  is  fcarce  any  but  ei- 
ther would  be  honeft,  and  then  hopes  God  accepts  of 
his  will,  or  will  be  fo,  and  then  it  is  fo  much  as  will 
credit  or  comfort  him.  Lord,  where  is  the  man  that 
mourns  for  this  ?  How  far  ihort  he  falls  of  Chriil,  6f 
Chrift's  prayers,  Chrift's  fpeeches,  Chrift's  meckncfs, 
but  only  patches  up  his  comforts  with  fome  ends  of 
gold  and  filver,  and  fherds  of  honeRy  :  He  hath  beard 
others  teach  and  preach,  and  get  fome  fherds  of  know* 
ledge,  thence  he  fees  what  others  are,  and  do,  and 
gets  fomewhat  to  be  like  them,  have  we  not  cried 
out,  men  arc  too  good  to  be  better  in  our  own  land  ? 
And  unlefs  a  few  under  affiidion  or  temptation,  who 
is  ?  I  pray  God  fuch  a  race  come  not  over  hither> 
where  God  looks  you  fliould  get  a  higher  pitch  ;  put 
off  your  wildernefs-ilioea,  get  thofe  fins  removed  that 
provoked  God  there  ;  or  elfe  befides  the  mifery  of  it 
bean^brand  upon  thee,  thou  doft  not  look  for  Chrift, 
aifd  therefore  art  either  not  efpoufed,  or  afleep;  and 
/hah,  if  not  by  the  woM,  by  the  terror  of  God  be 
dreadfully  awakened,  O  New-England,  New-England! 
that  art  now  making  a  conqueft  of  the  world,  and 
fcekeft  for  the  fpoil  of  it  to  enrich  thyfelf,  to  recover 
thylofies,  and  therefore  makeft  a  truce  with  thy  dif- 

tempers 
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tempen  (or  a  time,  and  doft  not  purge  thyftif  M 
Chriil  is  pure,  I  d%e  not  yet  tell  thee  vhat  Chrift 
Jefus  has  to  fay  unto  thee  !  Therefore  think  of  this, 
that  do  not^  he  {halt  come  in  a  time  when  thuo  lookeft 
not  for  him  :  And  haft  not  fo  much  grajce  as  the  five 
fooHfli  virgins  bad  ?  This  is  the  frame  of  men  and 
profeffocs;  what  are  they?  They  were  troubled, 
humiliation  is  pad ;  they  have  looked  for  falvatioo  by 
Chrift,  that  is  paft ;  they  have  been  comforted,  that 
is  paft ;  what  hulinefs  ?  They  will  pray  in  families, 
Ibecp  company  with  faints,  get  into  Chrift,  receive 
iacraments,  that  is  paft.  What  lack  they  yet  ?  Many 
iwaotSf  but  God  accepts  their  defires  for  what  they 
want,  and  that  is  their  circle  of  honefty  oov,  aad 
^>ere  reft.  Is  ic  not  thus?  Is  this  to  purge  lik6 Chrift? 
If  an/  have  more,  O  wonder  at  the  Lord  for  it.  Sat 
ifnott  Othy  doom ! 

SECT.    VI. 

Vfi  4-  vJ  You  efpoufed  and  beloved  of  the  Lordi 
look  for  his  coming,  look  for  his  company ;  the  world 
looks  not  for  him,  becaufe  they  care  not ;  •*  Will 
**  you  alfo  depart  ?"  Has  he  called  thee  as  a  virg'tfi 
forfaken,  and  not  comforted,  as  a  wife  of  yov^ 
und  given  himfelf  to  thee,  and  given  thee  a  heart  ta 
^ive  content  to  him,  and  thyfelf  to  him  in  lieu  afhis 
]iove^  life  and  all,  if  it  might  do  him  any  good  ?  0 
are  you  born  to  fo  great  hopes,  and  are  they  not  worth 
the  looking  after?  God  forbid.  Do  this  therefore, 
efpecially  in  thefe  five  cafes. 

I.  In  cafe  of  ftrangenefs  felt  between  thy  foul  and 
Chrift:  It  may  be  thou  thinkeft,  Ohe  that  has&ved, 
preferved  me,  called  me,  when  I  never  looked  afttf 
him,  redeemed  me  when  a  captive,  every  moment 
pardons  me,  a  daily  friend  unto  me,  that  has  given 
me  ordinances,  given  me  the  comfort  of  them :  But 
P  yet  to  be  a  ftranger  to  him#  this  puts:  0  look  mw 

for 
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for  tWs  time,  1  Thcf.  iv.  17, 18.  when  ihoQ  Ihalt 
fee  that  bleeding  heart,  -that  has  loved  thee  above  all 
^  princes  and  angels,  that  body  in  the  glory  of  the  Fa- 
ther, and  be  9s  familiar  with  him  as  thou  art  known. 
0  look  for  this,  for  it  fhall  be  fo. 

2.  In  cafe  God's  promifes  are  not  made  good  to 

thee.    For  at  that  inilant  a  man  believes,  he  gives 

Chrift  and  all  things,  all  grace,  all  confolation,  aU 

glory,  but  it  is  in  the  promife,  becaufe  he  would  have 

them  live  by  faith  a  while  here,  as  by  fenfe  in  heaven ; 

and  being  wrapt  up  in  the  promife,  they  feel  it  not, 

only  plead  with  God  :  Haft  thou  not  faid,  Lord,  thou 

wiltfubdue  iniquities,  purge  me  as  gold  is  tried  ?  Why 

then  do  I  go  childlefs,  gracelefs  ?  No  more  grace,  no 

Jnorft  Spirit,    no  better  heart  for  thee?  O  now  the 

keart  calls  in  queftion  God's  promife,  or  finks  ?   O 

noH^  remember  this  day,  fof  the  perfeft  reftitution  of 

all  things,  perfeft  accomplilhment  of  all  promifes  ik 

refervcd  for  this  time,  Ifa*  xxv.  9*     Thou  prayed  tot 

many  things,   but  they  come  not ;  Chrift  referves  the 

payment  till  this  day.  What  a  comfort  is  this  ?  What 

a  fweet  fpeech  was  it  of  Joftiua,  Jofti.  x^iii.  14.  *'  One 

^ing  halh  not  failed,"  when  he  had  conquered  the 

land.    So  then  when  the  conqueft  is  made,  to  lee  all 

the  promifes  made  good  to  thee. 

3-  In  cafe  of  God's  abfence  or  withdrawing,  or 
^lien  thou  feeleft  but  little  of  his  prefence  here  ia 
Ms  providences  or  in  his  ordinances,  private,  public, 
^nd  that  in  New-]England  too.  '  Thou  haft  found  one 
Mf-hour's  time  with  the  Lord,  alone,  fweeter  and 
better  than  k  thoufand  worlds.  O  but  this  holds  not ! 
Thou  mayeft,  it  maybe,  wait  on  the  Lord  in  his  or- 
dinances, and  go  away  with  a  fad  heart,  O  I  cannot 
fe«  him,  and  canft  not  find  out  the  caufe  why  fo  hea- 
^1  and  vile,  "and  fo  loatheft  thyfelf,  O  now  think  of 
ftis  day,  i  Cor.  xv.  28,  Then  God  fhall  be  "  all  in 
''  an,*'  xhtfX  thou  (halt  harp  thy  fill  of  love,  and  fill  of 
God. 

"  4- In 
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4.  In  cafe  of  forrow  for  the  uproar  of  the  worid 

Sain  (I  God  and  Chrift,  and.  the  wrongs  done  to 
irift  and  his  people ;  tofecChrift  crucified,  and  cry- 
ing, fpare  my  life ;  and  faying,  "  If  yoa  feek  mc, 
**  let  thefe  little  ones  depart ;"  yet  they  are  abufed, 
'  and  every  one  againft  Chrift,  as  this  day  the  world  is 
coming  to  the  lad  fit  of  madnefs  againft  the  Lord  of 
glory,  O  now  remember,  and  look  for  this  day, 
X  Gor.  XV.  ;25.  "  He  mufl  reign."  Lord  what  a  com- 
fort will  it  be  to  fee  Chrift  king  then  ?  Men  come  to 
fee  him  kin^  here,  but  O  what  will  it  be  when  he  fliall 
,come  himfclf,  to  fee  all  fecrcts.  open,  and  the  Lord 
glorified  ifi  himfelf  and  people,  of  all  creatures  ?  Look 
for  this,  to  fee  the  groat  and  laft  plot  of  God  brought 
to  perfe£tion.  O  think  that  is  our  day,  that  is  our 
victory ! 

,  5.  When  you  come  to  die,  and  think  of  leavtng 
thy  carcafe  to  rot  in  the  dud  a  long  time,  O  think 
and  look  upon  this  day !  "  They  that  hcar.ihall  live.*' 
Why  do  I  die  ?  John  v.  28,  29.  "  They  fhall  then 
<«  come  out  of  their  graves,'^  &c.  Thus  look  for 
this. 

Motive  I.  All  creatures  look  for  this  in  a  manner, 
Rom.  viii  22,  23.  Nay,  Chrift  and  faints  in  heaven 
look  for  this  day,  Heb.  x.  13.  "  From  thence  ex- 
"  pefting  till  his  enemies,'*  &c.  Nay,  devils  look  for 
it,  but  tremble :  Only  a  fecure  world,  Iocke<>ailcep 
to  their  eternal  wo,  look  not  for  it. 

2.  This  will  help  you  to  ride  all  florms,  bear  all 
knocks  chearfuUy-  Our  hope  is  our  helmet,  our  hope 
is  our  anchor,  Heb.  vi.  19.  Eph.  vi.  17.  Yoa  will 
imeet  with  them  here,  it  may  be,  before  you  die. 

3.  The  Lord  has  called  you  (put  of  this  world,  he 
might  have  left  you  in  it,  and  given  you  your  hope, 
your  portion  here,  and  then  wo  to  thee  ;  but  he  has 
called  thee  to  this  hope,  that  if  princes  of  the  world 
knew,  they  would  lay  down,  nay^  caft  their  crowns  at 

thy 
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Ajr  feet  for  it,  mod  fay«  O  that  I  were  in  ihit  man's 
cafe !  £pb.  i.  iB.  *^  Hope  of  his  calling.'' 

4*  Hope  aod  expeftation  of  all  other  things  ihall 
&U,  if  God  loves  thee,  be  will  make  you  know  what 
it  is  to  forfake  your  portion.  If  not,  they  (hall  fail 
yott.  when  you  die,  this  Ihall  not;  it  *^  makes  not 
•*aihamed.'' 

5.  Mcthinks  this  is  the  glory  of  a  Chriftian,  that 
he  tums  bts  back  upon  the  world,  and  lives  and 
wahs  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

6.  O  this  will  give  Chrift's  heart  foil  content^ 
when  he  (hall  come,  Luke  xii.  37*  ''  He  will  mak^ 
•*  thee  fit  down  to  cat^  and  fervc  ihee/*  The  Lprd 
Jefus  himfelf  fhall  only  then  pour  out  to  thee,  and 
^ve  thee  whatever  thou  calleft  for,  honour  thee,  as  it 
were,  above  himfelf.  When  thou  art  at  reft  in  hea* 
veo,  he  will  be  at  work  for  thee. 

7.  If  not,  he  may  '^  come  in  an  hour  thou  fookeft 
*'  not  for  him.'*  Chrift  may  fay  to  thee.  From  hence- 
forth fleep  on. 

^efu  What  means  are  there,  to  make  me  look 
fcr  him  ?  '■  ^ 

Anf.  X.  Get  fome  promife,  that*thou  mayefl  believe 
the  Lord  is  thine,  elfe  thou  wilt  never  look  for  him  ; 
or  if  you  do,  you  will  be  deceived;  for  *•  hope  isof  things 
not  feen.'*  Nay,  commonly  when  th?  Lord  brings-any 
man  to  his  hopes,  having  given  him  a  promife,  and  faith 
to  believe  it,  the  Lord  in  the  raid-way  fccms  to  crofs  his 
promife.  When  the  Lord  promifcs  life,  glory,  peace, 
honour,  joy,Tulnefs,  heaven,  they  fhall  then,  and  never 
io  much  before,  feel  darknefs,  ihame,  trouble,  forroH% 
hell.  For  the  Lord  tries  them  by  this,  and  **  tribu- 
'*  lation  breeds  experience,  aod  experience  hope."— - 
Hence  you  muft  firft  get  a  promife  of  Chrift  and  glory, 
before  you  can  Hope  for  it,  or  expeft  glory,  and  thea 
you  may,Hcb.  vi.  18.  For  the  promife  will  fupport  hope, 
when  heart,  and  ftrength,  and  all  fhall  fail :  Nay,  it 
wiU  expeO:  oontraries  out  of  contraries,  Gen.  xxii.  5. 

**I 
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**  I  will  eome  Bgain  to  y6a;'*  compared  with  Heb. 
xi.  i8,  19.  So  that  foul  chat  has  a  promife'maVfay^^ 
when  he  confidcrs  God's  power,  and  what  glory  he 
gives  to  God  by  believing  it,  God  has  faid  he  will 
comfort  me,  he  will  cleaiife  met  he  will  give  megla^ 
ty !  I  will  have  all  thefe  out  of  my  Comow,  my  fivj 
my  hell. 

Take  heed,  therefore,  of  two  extremes* 

Firft,  Of  hoping  without  a  promtfe,  for  that  is  bi4 
faith^  feared  out  of  its  wits,  when  it  comes  to  be  €X=- 
amined ;  I  hope  fo,  and  I  have  had  joy  and  perfuafioa 
Qf  it. 

Secondly^  Of  not  escped^ihg  when  Ood  gives  a  prflf» 
mife.  Can  you  live  one  day  without  it  ?  It  may  te 
you  have  no  feeling  yet :  But  Ifa.  xxv.  8,  9,  10.  Ddft 
thou  wait  for  the  Lord,  1.  e.  from  a  fenfc  of  emptineb* 
for  all  fulnefs  thou  ihalt  find  in  part  here,  end  failf 
then,  and  fay,  *•  Lo,  this-  is  our  God,'  we  have  wait^l 
for  him  ?'*  When  a  man's  anchor  is  ftroog,  and  i4 
good  ground,  he  will  look  for  fafety,  when  in  the  hai^ 
bour :  O  thou  afflided  and  toffed  with  tempefts,  the 
Lord  has  brought  .thee  at  lafl  to  Chrift,  after  man^ 
drivings  to  and  fro,  and  it  clafps  about  him  accord- 
tng  to  a  promife ;  if  God  chanjgeth,  tten  thy  comfort 
may  not  be;  If  revelations  come,  I  know  they  may 
dccfeive,  but  a  promife  cannot. 

2.  Fear  the  terror  of  the  Lord  at  this  day,  f<«t 
parting  from  him :  I  fpeak  not  of  doubting,  but  tbt 
holy  fear  of  faints,  for  that  is  the  nature  of  feai^,  H 
makes'  a  man  eye  the  thing  feared;  as  Jacob,  when 
Efau  was  meeting  him.  Noah  fytra  and  looks  to 
fafety  in  and  by  an  ark,  Heb.  xi^  7.  Lot^s  chiWrca 
took  not  his  counfel,  they  feared  not,  but  ••  he  fcctn- 
**  ed  as  one  that  mocked  to  them."  Paol,  a  Cor. 
▼.  10,  II.  "  knew  the  terror  of  the  Lord,**  hence 
looked  for  him,  fbught  to  approve  hiiiafelf  unto  hint- 
Men  that  fear  not  parting  with  Chrift,  will  never  lot* 
wot  care  for  bim.    And  let  it  be  a  ftroog  fear,  clfe 
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il  will  acvercarry  you  above  your  cafes  and  furfeU* 
iiigB  of  the  world. 

^c/f.  How  Oiall  I  fear  thus  ? 

Anf*  Unlefs  the  Lord  put  it  into  your  heart,  none 
can;  for  the  fccurity  of  the  world ms  not  fleepy,  but 
deadly  :  Men  are  bound  up  as  ilrong  as  with  chains 
of  death;'  t^at  till  they  feel  ahe  niifery,  they  cannot 
fear  it  ftroogly.  O  look  up  to  the  Lord,  to  unchain 
thofe  chains  of  death. 

2.  Know  the  happinefs  of  them,  that  fliall  ever  be 
with  Ghrift,  what  ia  the  fweetncfs  of  Chrill's  love, 
and  worth  of  it.  Imagine  the  lall  day  come,  and  all 
the  dead  raifed,  Chrift  with  flaming  fire,  all  the  wick- 
ed on  the  left  hand,  and  then  lent  away  with  •'  De* 
*^  part  ye  curfed  ;''  all  the  faints  on  the  right  hand^ 
and  then  O  come !  and  when  all  is  difpatched,  then 
to  go  up  to  heaven,  and  when  gone,  there  to  be  for* 
tvcr  rejoictog,  triumphing  in  the  prefence  of  God, 
Almighty ;  and  now  what  it  will  be  to  be  far  off  front 
Chrill,  weeping,  never  lo  be  pitied  more.  O  he 
that  waa  fo  full  of  pity>  no  heart  then  to  pity,  no  hand 
to  help!  L  can  but  only  paint  this  fire.  O  that  the 
Lird  would  help  you  here,  that  fo  you  might  look 
out  for  him.  Sailors  fleep  in  calms,  and  fo  it  may  be 
iave  many  here  in  this  place  of  reft.  Others  of  you 
take  heed,  I  will  tell  you  your  bar.  It  may  be  moft 
eftates  are  brought  low  and  funk  ;  when  you  fee  that, 
aw  you  either  look  back,  or  look  for  Lot's  accom- 
flJ^dations,  and  fuch  att  eflate  as  is  loft,  it  may  be 
you  will  fpy  f  mie  hope  of  it,  and  then  follow  the  game, 
and  never  look  cut  till  you  die.  The  Lord  keep  you 
from  it!  You  tUcn  will  not  look  up  for  Chrift's  cum- 
ing  at  the  laft  day^  or  in  his  ordinances  here  :  If  thou 
dvft  fo,  had  it  not  been  better  thou  hadil  been  buried 
18  the  fea,  or  left  in  forrow  on  the  ftiore?  O  take  heed 
therefore,  look  for  the  coming  and  company  of  Chrift, 
and  let  this  l-je  enough,  and  becaufe  you  cannot  look 
far  him  in- the  dcuds  now,  O.  look  and  wait,  for  him 

O  "  in 
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in  bis  ordinances  ;  and  confider  if  efpoufed  ones^  JqiJ^ 
for  his  coming  then,  and  for  pcrfcft  knowledge  of 
him,    and  communion  with  hiAi,  then  think,  Lord^ 
what  a  heart  have  I,   that,  look  not  for  him  here!  I 
But,  Lord,  "  Who  will  believe  our  re'port  ?•* 

Thus  they  went  out  by  hope  and  expeflation  of  his 
coming:  Njw  the  feoond  thing  follows,  they  wcat 
forth  with  longing  defires  after  his  coming. 


CHAP.   XL    SECT.    I. 

Tiat  Believers  do  long  and  dejire  for  the  Appearance 
and  Second  Coming  of  Cbrift, 

Dofl.  3.  T^HAT  all  thofe  that  are  efpoufed  to 
-*•  Ghrift,  and  beloved  of  Chrift,  they 
ought  not  only  to  look>  but  to  long  for  the  coming 
of,  and  their  everlafting  communion  with  the  Lord 
Chrift  Jisfus.  For  the  confummation  of  their  mar- 
riage with  him,  that  though  he  be  gone,  our  hearts 
may  be  with  him,  before  our  fouls  be,  or  before  our 
fouls  and  bodies  be  ;  that  though  we  may  die,  and 
lie  down  in  the  dull,  our  defires  may  live  and  lie  in 
heaven,  and  cry,  *'  Come  Lord/'  Now  do  not  think 
this  p(»int  true,  and  f<>  far  good  if  we  could  reach  it, 
but  this  is  a  high  pitch :  for  you  mult  long  for  it, 
God  f.»rbid  a^  CiirilUan  efpoufed  to  Ghrift,  fliould 
plead  that  work  too  much,  which  hypocrites,  **  the 
*'  five  foolifli  virgins"  in  their  kind  attained  to.  See 
prefidepts  for  this  in  all  ages ;  Abraham,  and  thofe 
in  his  time,  who  was  **  father  of  the  faithful/*  Heb^ 
x,i.  15,  16.  *'  Abetter  country,**  where  they  might 
have  fellowftiip  with  the  L'>rd,  and  "  hence  God  is 
"  not  afliamed,''  &c.  As  if  the  Lord  were  afliaraed 
of  all  them  to  be  his  people,  that  profefs  themfelves 
fo,  but  defife  not  this.  In  Chrift's  time,  Simeon, 
Luke  ii.  29%  with  xxv.  where  **  he  waited  for  the 

»  *'  con- 
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^  confolation  of  Ifracl,'*  &c,  to  cjijoy  mote  of  him* 
In  the  apoftle's  time,  it  is  alfo  that  which  they  all 
felt,  z  Cr»r.  V.  a.  **  la  this  we  groan  carneftly,'*  8cc» 
But,  you  will  fay,  it  may  be  this  was  becaufc  of  mife- 
rics,  and  want  of  ordinances,  &c.  Therefore  fee  in 
the  laft  age  of  the  church,  when  the  New  Jerufalcm 
was  built,  and  when  peace,  and  when  Chrift's  face  was 
feen  in  his  houfe,  yet  then  the  •'  Spirit  and  the  bride 
'*  fay  come,**  Rev.  xxii.  17.  They  pre  the  laft 
breathings  of  Jvhn  and  the  Spirit  in  him.  **  Lord 
•*  Jefus  come  quickly."  But  Cant.  viii.  14.  the  church 
there  entreats  her  beloved  to  *'  fly  away  to  the  moun- 
*^  tains  of  fpices,*'  that  flie  might  enjoy  him  out  of 
this  wurld. 

SECT.    Ih 

Sea/on  I.  OECAUSE  they  are  bound  to  love 
Chrift  and  his  appearing  :  to  love  his  looks  when  he 
Ihall  appear  to  the  world,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  The  crown  of 
glory  comes  as  it  were  by  fucceffion,  not  only  to  me» 
but  to  *'  all  them  that  love  his  appearing.'*  Now,  can , 
there  be  any  love  of.  him  and  his  appearing,  and  not 
fo  much  as  any  defire  after  him  and  after  it  ?  Cer- 
tainly there  is  no  love,  or  if  there  be  any,  it  lies 
,  Ittnguifhing  :  For  anfwerable  to  our  love  to  any  .things 
is  our  defire,  what  we  1<  ve  only  we  defire  only  ;  what 
we  Inve  not  at  all  or  but  little,  we  defire  not  at  jail  or 
but  iitile  ;  fo  here.  Now  therefore  to  queftion.  May 
a  Chriillan  defire  it  ?  is  .to  queflion  whether  a  Chrifti- 
an  ought  to  lovft-  the  Lord  Jefus  or  no.  We  are^ 
bound  not  to  love  earth,  hence  bound  to  love  Chrift 
and  his  fellowfliip  in  heaven.  *' Let  him  be  Ana- 
•'  tbema*'  that  doth  not  fo. 

/?e/7p«  2.  Becaufe  the  Lord  Jefus  longs  for  them* 
ij>hn  xvii.  24.  throughout  which  chapter  be  prays  aa 
*f  in  heaven  already,.  "  Hence  I  am  no  more  in  this 
*  World,  and  ivHere  I  am,  let  them,  be  alfo.'*   He  was 
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on  earth,  but  looks  on  himfelf  as  in  heaven*  That 
as  it  was  with  the  high  prieft^he  carries  the  names  of 
the  twelve  tribes  on  his  heart,  ^*  befet  with  precious 
•*  (tones,**  very  dear  to  him,  **  into  the  holy  of  ho- 
••  lies,**  fb  Chridi,  Not  that  he  fees  any  beauty  in 
them  of  their  own,  why  he  fliould  defire  them,  but 
becaufc  he  freely  loves  them,  and  dearly  loves  theB, 
as  being  given  him  of  the  FatJier,  and  as  having  coft 
kim  dear ;  and  hence  if  he  luves  them,  he  longs  for 
them  :  Now,  if  he  longs  for  them,  ought  not  they 
much  more  to  long  for  him  ?  Pfalm  xxvii.  8.  *»  Thott 
"  faidfl,  Seek  ray  face:  Thy  face.  Lord,  will  I  feck.'* 

1.  He  longs  for  thee  now  in  glory,  when  one 
would  think  his  thoughts  and  heart  fhould  be  fwal* 
lowed  up  with  it,  and  fliall  not  we  long  for  him  here 
in  the  valley  of  myrtle-trees,  in  mifery,  on  the  dung- 
hill ? 

2.  He  longs  for  thee  when  thou  haft  nothing  to 
make  him  defire  thee,  he  has  all  that  thy  heart  caa 
defire,  being  the  very  bofom  delight  of  God  himfelf. 
Rev.  xxii.  t^nult.  He  did  but  fay  he  would  conic» 
and  John  defires,  O  come.  But  dnth  he  long  for 
thee  ?  Now  not  to  long  for  him.  Jf  this  love  be  not 
worth  longing  for,  truly  it  is  worth  nothing. 

Reafon'i*  Becaufe  this  is  our  laft  and  ultimate  end 
that  we  are  made  for,  chofen  for,  bought  for,  called 
for,  fealed  for,  that  at  laft  we  might  be  with  the  Lord, 
and  be  made  perfeft  in  one,  i  Cor.  v.  5.  **  He  that 
•*  has  made  us  for  this,  is  God,**  &c.  For  the  whole 
Trinity  enjoying  infinite  fvveet  fcllowftiip  with  hiro- 
felf,  hence  defire  it  might  be  communicated,  in  Chrift 
it  is  fo,  and  n^uv  the  laft  end  is  attained.  Now  if 
this  be  our  lall  end,  ought  we  not  to  defire  it  ?  Then 
we  ought  n  t  to  defire  to  be  bleflcd,  nor  to  defire 
the  Lord  may  be  glorified.  Nay,  you  know  that 
whatever  we  make  aur  laft  end,  it  will  fwallow  up  all 
our  defires  after  any  other  thing.  This  is  the  center 
and  reft,  and  journey's  end  of  our  tired,  weary  fpirits. 

And 
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And  the  truth  is,  whea  we  make  it  our  Uft  eiul»  we 
cennot  but  defire  it. 

SECT.     IIL 

Oijea.DUT  ought  not  a  man  to  d«frre  to  live 
htTc  in  this  wor)d«  as  David  and  Hczekiah  did. 
May  noi  one  fm  in  this  deiire  ? 

Anf.  I.  It  is  true,  "  precious  in  the  fight  of  the 
**  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  faints,"  not  only  in  regard 
that  they  are  as  precious  to  him  when  they  come  to 
die,  as  while  tliey  live,  as  gold  when  it  is  melting,  is 
as  precious  to  the  g^ldfrnith,  as  when  whole,  and  it 
may  be  more  top,  becaufe  it  is  then  made  belter ;  but 
alfo  becaufe  he  will  not  lightly  call  away  their  lives* 
He  that  bottles  their  tears,  and  will  not  let  them  be 
loft,  will  not  cafily  let  go  their  lives,  and  if  God  will 
not,  they  ought  not  upon  every  flight  occafion  to 
defirc  their  death,  and  iofs  of  their  lives  to  be  witii 
tiic  Lord. 

Ndw  there  are  two  cafes  God's  own  people  may 
dclire  to  remove  hence,  where  though  there  be  fomc 
fire,  I  confefs,  yet  there  is  more  imoke  than  fire, 
more  fin  than  grace. 

!•  In  cafe  they  meet  with  much  unkindncfs  from, 
snd  many  forrows  in  the  world,  and  behold  the  flns 
.^fit.  Thus  it  was  with  Elias,  x  Kings  xix.  4.  Who, 
when  Jezebel  threatened  his  life,  fled,  and  would  needs 
fct  fail  prefently  and  ly  gone ;  fo  it  is  with  God's ' 
people,  when  they  fee  enemies  without,  the.  univerfal 
^^ot  of  profeffion,  that  they  think  they  are  almoft  left* 
•lonc;  when  God  hath  begun  to  do  good  by  them,  as 
by  Elijah,  but  they  think  their  bed  days  are  pail,  there 
is  all  they  (hall  do,  and  God  himfelf  it  may  be  meeting 
^em  with  fome  croiTcs  in  this  world ;  now  prefently 
'^^^y  grow  weary  of  tlieit  lives,  and  defire  to  die,  which 
*?  nothing  elfe  but  a  pang  of  difcunterif,  truly  G:>d 
viU  not  fuffer  it,  nor  you  ought  not  to  defire  it  to  die 
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auray  in  fuch  a  fnuflP :  Nov  the  Lord  has  work  for 
them  to  dp,  and  a  journey  to  go.  This  defire  .is 
naught,  and  it  is  bat  a  weed,  and  to  he  pulled  up, 
that  grows  out  of  fuch  a  root  as  a  difcontcntcd  heart 
for  croffes.  I  confefs  God  ufes  forrows  as  means  to 
fmoke  us  out  of  our  hive,  and  we  may  .ufe  them  for 
that  end,  but  nut  only  or  chiefly  them,  nor  from 
a  pang  or  moody  fit  of  difcontent. 

2.  In  cafe  they  dcfirc  death,  and  not  life»  before 
-they  Ifc  ripe  for  death.  Hufbandmen  defire  their  corn 
an,  but  it  is  folly  to  -defire  it  before  it  be  ripe,  and 
then  they  may.  I  confefs  it  is  the  .commendation 
of  fome  trees,  if  not  only  good,  but  if  ripe  betimes, 
and  it.  is  the.  honour  of  a  Chriliian,  to  be  ripe  fur 
death  betimes,  yet  ilill  before  he  is  ripe  he  is  not 
to  defire  it. 

^Mr/>.  Now  when  is  this  ? 

Anf.  1.  While  the  Lord  hides  his  face,  and  denies 
Wl  affurance  of  his  love,  in  this  cafe  as  a  Chrifliaa 
c;  inot,  fo  he  ought  not  (if  it  were  the  L{>rd's  will) 
defire  to  be  gone  as  yet,  and  this  is  one  rcafon  why 
David  and  Hezekiah  dcfired  life,  not  death  as  yet, 
God  had  broken  their  bones,  and.  his  axrows  were  yet 
in  their  hearts  ;  now  a  man  is  to  defire  he  may  ilay 
a  little  while  longer,  that  he  may  **  fing  the  fijngof 
**  the  Lamb,'*  and  tell  the  worl^  "  what  the  Lord 
.**  hath  done  for  him,'*  and  that  he  may  not  fet  in  a 
cloud  and  die  in  horror.  Mariners  long  to  be  on  ihjre, 
but  before  they  Come  there,  *they  would  not  venture 
in  %  mill,  but  fee  land  firft,  fo  fhould  we  defire  to 
fee  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living.  Nay,  though 
the  Lord  gives  his  people  a  promife,  which  (lays  their 
hearts,  and  is  a  twig  to  keep  them  frm  finking,  nay 
when  he  gives  them  fome  joy,  yet  Hill  God  has  pru- 
niifed  to  reveal  more  of  himfelf  and  his  Chrill  in  die 
promife,  feeing  him  but  darkly  now :  Now,  they 
ouqjht  not  ft)  defire  but  wait,  as  in  Simeon's  cafe, 
**  Now  let  thy  fervant  depart  in  peace,"  having  htg 
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"  waited  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael."  Children  that 
will  be  up  before  it  is  day  mud  l)e  whipt,-  a  rod  is 
mod  fit  for  them,  ftay  till  it  is  day. 

2.  White  their  work  remains  unfinifhed,  and  tlie 
Lord  has  got  little  or  no  glory  from  them,  though  they 
may  have  clear  evidence  of  the  Lord's  love :    Chnft 
hirafclf  defired  it  not*iill  now,  John  xvii.  5.     If  thou 
couldftifcalc  heaven  before  thy   work  was  done,  the 
Lord  would  fend  thee  down  from  thence  again,  as  he 
did  the  foul  of  Lazarus,  and  truly  to  do  the  work  of 
Cbrift  one  moment  here,  is  better  than  to  have -a  thou- 
fand  years  felicity  in  heaven^^  nakedly  conCdercd  in 
itfetf,  in  as  much  as  the  honour  of  Chrid  is  a  thou- 
fand  times  better  than  ouf  own  g  )od.    It  may  be  there 
is  much  work  within  doors,  many  odd  diftempers  to 
be  cafhiercd,  fpiritual  decays,  8cj.     tl  may  be  there 
is  work  Without,  Chrift  has  many  enemies  in  the  worlds 
many  prayers  are  yet  to  be  fpcnt  agstinll  them,  mucU 
good  to  do  for  his  church,  many  tears  to  be  Ihed  for 
them,  for  praying  traiie  is  paft  in  heaven.    It  may  bc> 
fome  friends  yet  to  be  converted,   thou  liaft  been  a 
icandal  to  them,  it  may  be  ds  yet  few  have  been,  cr  caa 
fay  they  be  the  warmer*  or  better  f  »r  thee ;  that  W(/rk 
13  yet  to  be  done  :  It  may  be  God  has  fome  fccrets  to 
reveal  by  thee  before  thou  diefl,,ftay  therefore  a  while, 
while  your  work'  is  done ;  it  is  true,  thou   had  but 
one  talent,   but  little  thou  haft  or  canft  do ;  yet  Gad 
looks  you    (hould  improve  it  whilft  he  is   gone.    A 
nian  that  will  needs  to-bed  at  noOn-day,  before  night 
comes,  what  deferves-  be  but  h  cudgel  ?     So  he  that 
will  die  before  his  night  comes,   and  while  it  is  light 
to  fee  and  work  by.     When  therefore  you  apprehend 
your  Work  even  done,   then   as-  not   only  Curift,  but 
Paul,  not  only  Paul,  but  God's  \*;atchful  fervants  havo 
fccret  warnings  of  death.    And  as  mariners,  when  they 
can  fee  ho  land,  yet  by  their  foundings  can  tell  they 
>re  near  land  or  fands,  then  you  may  del\re  it,  for 
then  you  are  ripe,  but  it-  is-  fin  to  do  it  otherwife, 
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And  verily  happy  is '  that  roan  that  accounts  nnt  hh 
life  dear,  but  only  the  finilhing  of  his  courfe  with 
joy.  To  conclude  all,  we  arc  to  defire  our  felluwfhip 
with  Chrid,  as  a  man  deftres  hialaft  end,  which  dcfire 
doth  not  exclude  but  include  defire  after  all  the  means 
firft,  before  the  end.  Now  laany  things  arc  to  be 
done  by  God  upon  us,  and  by  us  for  the  l/^rd  again, 
before  we  appear  before  Chrill,  which  tvc  mtky  defire 
firilly  for  this  our  laft  end, 

SECT.    IV. 

Ufe  I.  llENCE  we  fee  the  vilcnefs  of  the  great, 
y^  hidden  fccret  fin  of  the  whole  warid^  which  may 
be  in  part  alfo  in  God's  dc'arell  faints,  via.  in  their 
hungry  lulUngs  and  dropfy  dcfirea  after  the  fweet  of 
the  things  of  this  world.  You  Aiall  have  a  man  that 
amends  his  life',  reform^  his  courfe,  forfakea  bis  owii 
righteoufnefs,  no  man's  tongue  can  tell  htm.  Ins  ovra 
conlbience  cannot  bear  witneis  againd  him  that  he 
lives  in  any  unlawful  courfe;*  and  I  believe  it  is  fo, 
»nd  may  be,  and  will  be  fo.  Shall  I  tell  you  therefore 
what  hurts  them  ?  They  age  inordinate  ludings  after 
lawful  things  in  tluraftlvcs,,,  and  thefc  they  ferve. 
Tit.  iil,  3.  Partly  they  grieve  them,  if  they  do  not 
fatisfy  and  ferve  them ;  parily  becaufe  they  pay  theni 
with  pleafurcs  and  delights  if  they  do.  Hence  "  fcr- 
**  ving  lulls  and  pleafures^'  too;  thefe,  like  tops  of 
rooujitains,  are  feen,  now  when  floods  of  wickednefl 
begin  to  abate,  fhefe  will  continue*  while  the  life  lafls. 

I  intend  not  to  Ihcw  you  at  large^  but  according  to 
jny  text  the  vilenefs  of  them, 

I.  They  eat  out  all  defire  after  the  Lord  Jefos  aad 
his  fellowfliip,  that  he  cannot  long  fpr  the  Lurd  Jefus. 
For  a  man  can  lay  out  no  more  than  he  has,  now 
when  his  defires  are  lavifhed  and  let  out  to  otlicr 
things,  how  can  he  lay  out  any  on  Chrift  ?  And  thus 
the  Lord  of  glory  comes  to  bear  moft  horrible  cob- 
tempt^  that  he  is  not  worth  defiring  in  fuch  a  man's 

books. 
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books.  Thus  it  was  with  them,  Luke  xlv.  18.  *•£- 
"  very  one  rcfufed.''  Why  ?  Bccaufe  of  their  oxen, 
and  wives,  and  farms,  lawful  things,  but  they  lulled 
too  much  after  thefe,,  When  a  harlot  feeks  to  fatisfy 
her  luilst  ilie  cares  not  how  far  her  huiband  be  off, 
never  defircshis  coming  home  ;  fo  here:  Many  a  one 
complains  he  cannot  clefire  the  Lord  Jefus,  which  I 
confefs  is  in  mercy  to  fome.  But  where  is  the  caufe 
ofil?*0  they  are  running  in  another  channel,  and 
fpent  on  other  th'mgs :  What  a  heavy  curfc  is  this  ? 
Some  never  think  of  death  onoe  in  a  moon,  much  lefs 
long  for  ChriiK  defire  not  his  ftllowfhip  here,  muck 
Ie&  there.  And  why  ?  Becaufe  of  their  lulls  that  eat 
oat  all. ' 

2.  Suppofe  they  do  Dot  thus,  but  your  heart  is  di- 
vided, fo  diat  ybu  long  for  tlicfe  things  now,  and  pre- 
ierve  your  longing  for  htm  agaiiiil  you  come  to  die; 
yetthcfe  will  make  you  lofe  hb  fweet  fellowlhip.  For 
a  man^s  affections  are  precious  things,  and  it  is  a  pity 
any  elfe  ihoul^  have  them,  they  are  ail  little  enough 
fpr  Chrift,  and  Cbriil  is  worth  deiiring  and  longing 
for,  asbd  he  ftands  upon  k,  and  will  make  them  know 
that  have  him,  that  all  is  too  little  for  him,  and  they 
ihaU  give  him  all  before  he  give  hirnielf  to  their  com- 
ftwt.  '  Hence  deny  him  tbele,  and  nevet  think  to  have 
himfelf,  and  his  felloUrfliip,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25,  26.  **It 
*'  IS  good  for  me  10  draw  nigh  ;**  How  ?  By  defiring 
not  earth   nor  heaven,  but   him.     Hence  ho  faith, 

Thou  deftroyeft  all  them  that  go  a-whoring  from 
thee,'*  ver.  27. 

3.  Suppofe  thou  fhooldil  have  him  at  laft,  yet  he 
will  never  defire  ihee,  never  take  any  delight  in  thee,^ 
until  that  ycJu  come  to  get  yoor  affeflions  unloofed 
here,  Pfal.  xlv.  10,  11.  Doth  he  not  find  a  ftrange* 
nefs  between  Chrill  afid  thy  foul  ?  Doft  thou  not  hide 
his  fece?  Doth  he  not  foon  depart  from  thee,  though 
he  appears  fometimes  to  thee  ?  Doth  he  not  let  thee  lie 
Hke  a  broom  behind  llie  door,  and  doth  little  by  thee, 
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either  within  or  without  ?  and  is  there  not  a  fed  tod 
heavy  thing  ?  Why,  fayeft  thou,  doth  the  Lord  deal 
thus  with  me  ?  O  thy  heart  is  yet  after  thy  father's 
houfe,  if  thou  did  forget  it,  then  thou  would  "  take 
*«►  pleafure  in  xhy  beauty.''  What  pleafiire  can  earth 
give  thee,  when  then  the  Lord  takes  no  pleafure  in 
thee  ? 

OljeS.  But  may  not  a  man  deiire  thefe  things  ?  If 
we  may,  how  far  ? 

Anf,  I.  A  man^may  lawfully  defire  them,  provided 
his  de&res  are  not  fwallowed  up  in  them,  but  ran 
through  them  to  Chriil  himlelF.  For  it  is  not  loft 
properly  to  defire  a  creature,  or  any  pleafure  in  it ;  but 
to  defire  it  for  itfelf,  and  for  plcafure's  fake  :  For  now  a 
man  makes  a  god  of  it.  Thus  it  was  with  the  Ifraelttes, 
Exod.  xvii-  "  Give  us  water  that  rtre  may  drink;'* 
fo  give  me  fleep  that  I  may  reft,  give  me  clothes  that 
i  may  be  warm,  give  me  an  eilate  that  I  may  be 
rich,  &c.  Now  when  a  heart  defires  them,  but  ha 
defires  end  not  there,  but  run  through'  them  to  Chrift, 
that  he  flings  down  all  comforts,  and  faith.  What  is 
this  to  fellowlhip  with  Ghrill?  Thus  far.  a  man  may 
defire  and  rejoice  in  them,  and  it  is  a  fin  to  tio  other- 
^vile,  Neheni.  ix,  35.  A  man  may  be  content  to  have 
a  fpring  run  through  his  ground  to  the  fea,  to  be  fwal- 
lowed up  there,  but  to  fwell,  and  rife  and  overflow  his 
ground  and  houfe,  that  is  not  fafe,  he  may  be  drowned 
fo :  So  men  come  to  be  drowned  in  their  lulls,  that 
let  them  fwell  within  doors. 

II.  A  man  may  defire  them,  if  he  doth  not  fpend 
more  defire  upon  them  than  they  be  worth.  A  man 
may  defire  them  for  a  good  end  as  he  think?,  but  then 
be  lays  out  too  much  upon  them.  A  man  may  fpend 
too  much  in  his  inn,  when  he  tak^s  it  up  only  as  a 
way  to  his  home. 

I.  They  are*  perifliing  things,  therefore  let  them 
have  perilhing  defires.  "  The^  world  pafleth  away." 
They  are  paffengers  by  us,  that  ftay  to  reft  with  us  for 
m  time,  let  them  have  paffengers  welcome. 

3.  The 
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«.  They  are  not  neceffary  things,  let  them  have 
therefore  indifferent  defire*  :  i  mull  have  Chrift,  and 
bis  Spirit,  &.c.  not  thefe^hings  :  They  are  to  be  fought 
not  in  the  fir  ft,  but  in  the  lecond  place.  Therefore 
fay  firll  Chrill,  now  let  me  have  Chrill :  Men  fay  now 
tbefe  things,  then  Gbrill.  I  fay  now  the  Lord  Jefas, 
whether  ever  you.  have  them  or  no. 

III.  Now  all  fuperfluity  of  evil  defires  are  to  be 
crucified,  Gal.  v.  24.  *' They  that  are  in  Chrill, 
''  have  crucified,"  &c.  Chrill  was  not  a  dead,  but  firll 
a  crucified  Chrift  before  ;  lb  no  faint  living,  but  he 
hath  fome  fuperfluoua  defires,  but  though  ihey  live, 
ifecy  do  crucify  thcro,  fo  ought  you.  There  are  two 
ikings  in  crucifying, 

I.  There  are  extreme  pain  upon  the  crofs. 

a.  A  looking  for  death :  So  then  lulls  are  cruci* 
ficd. 

I.  When  you  tafte  the  bitternefs  of  your  lufts,  by 
putting  them  on  Chrift'js  crofs.  O  the  wrongs  they 
have  done,  to  the  Son  of  God !  And  do  this  with  vio- 
leoce,  fay,  you  ihall  to  the  crols,  be  that  looks  to 
Cbriil  with  a  fi^olic  heart  to  kill  his  lulls,  ihall  never 
.fiu^  him*  V 

•  2.  Now  looking  and  longing  for  their  death,  by 
holding  them  there.  Unlefs  the  blood  of  Chrill  flay 
thefc,  I  will  never  have,  any  death  for  them*  For  all 
the  reafon  in  the  world  will  never  kill  a  lull,  no  more 
tliaa  all  the  reafon  will  perfwade  the  llomach  n6t  to 
hunger.     The  belly  hath  no  ears. 

Thus  you  are  to  moderate  your  defires  after  thefe 
tilings  :  Which  I  fpeak  of, 

F/V/>,  Becaufe  it  is  a  wildernefs  of  fin,  PfaU  cxvi. 
14,  15..  Which  it  may  be,  you  feel  brings  leannefs 
on  your  foul.     And, 

-  Secondly y  Becaufe  it  is  the  fin  of  profperity  and 
peace  which  God  hath  given  U3«  which  will  grow  up 
and  choke  the  word,  that  all  ordinances  aad  truths 
will  ifi  time  be  faplefs,  favourlcfs  things  unto  us. 

TtirJi)f 
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Thirdly^  Becaufe  I  have  had  ftrong  fears  lately 
of  fome  unexpefted  trials  among  us,  and  I  fhould 
be  glad  if*  it  might  not  b«,  if  the  freedom  from 
them  might  make  us  better,  elle  I  fay  let  them  come. 
But, 

Fourthly^  Becaufe  it  is  a  rare  thing  among  us  to  fee 
fucli  burning  lamps  as  look  and  long  for  Chrift'a  com- 
ing, which  when  I  confider,  though  there  be  other 
caufea,  yet  one  great  one  is  this,  O  the  heart  is  gone 
away  by  violent  lads  after  thefe  things  here  1  O 
therefore  take  heed  of  them!  And  therefore  confi- 
der, 

I  1.  You  (hall  have  Chrift  and  his  fellowfhip,  if  in>- 
deed  you  long  for  him,  John  iv.  lo.  That  is  his 
love,  you  are  not  fo  defirous,  but  he  is  a  thoufand 
times^  more.  Thoa  mayll  delire  thefe  things,  and  if 
God  loves  thee  mifs  of  them.  God  will  make  thee 
poor  when  thou  wouldft  be  rich,  bafe  when  tbou  wik 
be  honoured,  and  when  yon  would  have  honey,  be 
will  give  you  ftings ;  and  caufe  you  have  to  thank 
the  Lord  too,  that  he  will  not  give  you  your  portion 
here* 

2.  If  thou  haft  them,  and  dofl:  deiire  them,  and  God 
gives  them,  and  thou  letted  Chrifl  go,  thou  hadfl:  bet- 
ter a  thoufand  times  be  without  them;  Pfal.  Ixxviit. 
30,  31.  **  The  meat  was  in  their  mouths,  and 
*•  the  wrath  of  God  came  upon  them.'*  If  the  Lord 
gives  thee  Ghritt,  happy  forever;  if  thefe  things  when 
thou  doft  fo  define  them,  O  woe  forever ! 

3.  The  fellowfhip  of  the  Lord  Jefus  thou  ftialt  never 
lofe.  Death  fhall  not  part  thee  from  that,  nothing 
Ihall  rob  thee  of  that ;  but  look  after  and  long  for 
thefe  things,  they  Ihall  perifli  and  die  away.  **  All 
**  flefli  is  grafs,  the  word  of  the  Lord,"  and  tfie  Lord 
himfclf  much  more  "  endureth  forever.' ' 

4.  Why  doft  thou  defire  thefe  things?  for  fome  fweet 
in  them.  Why  is  not  all  that  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  and  enjoying  him  ?  "  It  pleafeth  the  Father 

that 
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^  that  In  bim  fhould  all  fulnefs  dwell/'  fo  that  thott 
ftalt  drink  as  out  of  a  pure  fountain  all  that  is  there* 
If  there  be  any  fweetnefs  here,  he  gave  it,  it  is  much 
more  eminently  in  himfclf,  Exod.  xxiv,  ii.-  *'  Thejr 
^*  faw  the  God  of  Ifracl,  and  eat  and  drank."  Had 
they  meat  up  with  them  ?  O  no.  But  the  fight  of 
him  was  meat  and  drink  and  all  unto  them.  At 
therefore  you  defire  ChriA^s^  fellowibip,  O  long  no 
more  after  thcfe  things  here  f 

Vfc  2.  Hence  fee  death  is  not  to  be  feared,  but  de« 
fired  of  all  faints.  It  was  an  odd  fpeech  of  a  Heathen^ 
•  It  is  ill  to  defire  death,  and  worfe  to  fear  it ;"  h# 
meant  not  becaufc  of  any  good  in  it,  but  becaufe  w© 
muft  die  :  ^ut  death'  brings  us  into  eternal  fellowfhip 
with  the  Lord  Jefus.  It  does  faints  more  good  than 
all  ordinances,  all  affliftions,  (wherein  we  complain" 
we  can  get  no  good)  than  all  means.  It  brings  us 
into  his  fellowfhip,  i.  Qaickly,  as  Chrift  was  caught 
up,  fo  the  foul  by  Chrift  tobimfelf.  2.  Immediately; 
for  the  next  thing  we  ihall  fee  is  Chrift  himfelf,  oor 
hirfband  himfelf,  and  then  fee  the  kingdom,  and  then 
wonder  at  the  Lord.  3.  Everlafttngly,  never  to  part 
more.  O  fear  it  not  therefore,  Chrilt  has  fweetened  it 
lo  you. 

SECT.     V. 

Vfe  3.  JlIENCE  fee  a  clear  foundation  and  ground* 
work  of  longing  for  fellowfliip  with  the  Lord  Jefus, 
in  his  ordinances  here.  This  is  that  I  Ihall  exhort  to. 
ior, 

I.  You  canfiot,  fhall  not,  muft  not  now  go  to  hipi 
Jtt  heaven,  nor  enjoy  feJlowfhip  with  him,  nor  meet 
him  in  the  clouds,  though  you  do  long  for  that  day  \ 
but  in  his  ordinances  you  may  meet  with  him  now. 
And  truly  tbofc  whom  we  love  and  long  for»  if  wc 
caaaot  go  to  their  houfe,  or  find  them  at  home,  wc 
^e  glad  to  meet  with  them  abroad.    As  with  tbof^ 

who 
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who  ftand  before  princes,  if  we  eannot  be  with  thcrt  on 
the  throne,  or  at  court,  we  will  defire  to  be  with  them 
in  the  country,  nay  on  the  dunghill.  O  the  fpirit  of 
David !  Pfalm  xxvii.  4-  "  One  thing  have  I  defired^ 
**  and  that  I  will  fcek  for,"  though  I  never  have  it. 
What  is  that,  David  ?  Is  it  to  wear  the  crown  in  Jeru- 
faleni?  Is  it  to  have  all  thine  enemies  lick  the  duft  of 
thy  feet  ?  Is  it  to  have  thy  name  fpread,  and  thine 
honour  great  through  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  ? 
No ;  but  '*  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  courts  of  the 
."  Lord's  houfe  all  the  days  of  ray  life,"  and  that  fee- 
ing I  cannot,  fliall  not  die  prefently,  and  fo  go  to  fee 
his  glory  in  heaven,  therefore  that  I  may  fee  hisbeau- 
ty  here,  enjoy  him  here,  and  ihit  not  for  fume  years, 
but  all  the  days  of  my  life. 

2.  Ought  you  not  to  long  to  talle  and  pafs  through 
the  forrows  of  death,  that  you  may  be  with  him? 
And  are  Chrill's  ordinances  more  bitter  than  death, 
that  you  are  loath  to  break  through  the  difficulty  of 
them,  that  in  them  you  may  enjoy  him  ?  The  troth 
is  fo,  it  is  with  many  a  man,  that  fuch  Is  his  ftrcngth 
of  his  hidden  contempt  of  Chrift,  and  his  love  to  his 
iloth,  that  he  had  rather  die  than  pray,  and  be  damn- 
ed eternally,  than  to  follow  the  Lord  in  an  ordinance 
till  he  has  found  him  gracioufly.  How  come  God's 
owi)  people  to  lament  this,  if  there  were  not  this? 

;^.  I  remember  a  fweet  fpeech  of  one  with  God, 

•  That  a  Chrifttan  ought  to  prepare  for  a  facramcnt 

*  as  he  would  prepare  to  die ;  for,'  faith  he,   *  there 

*  is  but  this  difference,  when  we  die  we  go  to  Chrift, 

•  in  a  facrament  Chrift  comes  ,to  us."  What  he 
faid  of  a  facrament,  I  fay  of  every  ordinance,  in  eve- 
ry ordinance  Chrift  comes  to  us,  when  we  die  we  p> 
to  him.  Now  ought  you^  to  long  when  you  arc  af> 
fent  to  be  with  him,  and  will  you  m  t  care  for  him, 
nor  long  to  fee  him  and  enjoy  him,  when  he  comes 
to  you  ?  And  fo  be  worfe  than  poor  baked  Indians, 
Chrift  cames  not  to  them,  ho  dews  fall  down  on  their 

.    Gilboahs 
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Gilboahs,  no  manna  at  their  tent  dnors,  and  hence 
tliey  live  without  hiin,  and  delire  him  noi ;  ajnd  when 
he  a^mes  to  you,  do  you  fee  no  beauty  in  him,  now 
why  you  ihould  defire  him  ?  Will  you  thus  requite 
him  for  his  love,  O  foolifli  children  and  unwife  ? 

4.  Truly  beloved,  you  can  have  but  little  evidence, 
you  do  dcfire  the  Lord  Jefus'  company  in  heaven  at 
the  laft  day,  that  long  not  vehemently  after  him  ia 
his  ordinances  now.-  **  You  have  followed  me  in  the 
"  regeneration,"  faith  Chrilt,  Mat.  xix.  28.  therefore 
**  you  Ihall  fit  with  me  upon  thrones.'*  If  Chrill'a 
prefence  here,  a  little  of  hirafelf  be  burdenfome,  what 
will  it  be  in  heaven  then  ?  "  Depart  from  rae^'*  faith 
Chrxfl;  I  was  in  prifun,  and  you  vifited  me  not.** 
Shall  you  depart  for  not  vifiting  an  imprifoned,  per- 
fecuted,  fick,  forrowful  Chrift  in  midft  of  miferies, 
and  fliall  not  you  depart  for  not  vifiting  a  comforting 
Chrid,  a  teaching  Chriil,  an  intreating,  embraciog 
Chrift  in.  the  midll  of  bis  ordinances.  If  the  Lord 
tries  you  with  water,  with  a  little  of  himfelf  here,  and 
ynu  care  not  for  him,  long  not  after  him,  and  hence 
let  all  leak  out  again,  how  ^ft^all  the  Lord  trull  you 
with  wine  ?  With  full  fruition  of  himfelf  iiv  heaven  ? 

5. 'O  beloved  .have  you  ever  found  him  in  the  or- 
dinances? If  not,  O  the  heavy  wrath  cf  the  Lord 
Jcfus  upon  thee:  If  you  have;  if  ever  he  has  comforted 
thee  when  fad  and  forrowful,  if  ever  quickened  thee 
when  death  and  darknefs  did  lie  upon  thee,  if  ever  be 
did  deliver  thee  when  diftrcffcd,  O  then  take  heed  of 
defpifing  him  in  his  ordinances  now,  but  long  for  him 
ajjain,  ••^  That  I  may  fee  thee  as  I  hjive  feen  thee,'* 
Pfalm  Ixiij.  2.  Let  them  that  never  found  him  deal 
fo  with  him.  Peter,  when  he  faw  Chrift's  glory  on  the 
mount,  "  Lord,  (faith  he,)  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.'* 
Has  the  Lord,  ever  transfigured  himfelf  before  thee,  fo 
as  be  has  appeared  in  another  manner  to  thee  in  hia 
ordinances  dian  ever  thou  faweft  before  ?  Then  fay,  fee- 

ing 
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ing  Lord  I  cannot  come  to  heaven  to  thee,  it  is  good 
lieing  in  the  mounc,  in  thy  ordinances  with  thee,  it  is 
good  being  here,  i  Pet.  ii.  2,3,4.  I  know  brethren 
you  have  many  employments  in  the  world,  and  are 
called  away  to  them,  and  cannot  ever  be  with  the 
•Lord,  yet  let  your  longings  be  there,  nay  though  cad 
out  oJF  Ood'3  fight,  yet  look  to  the  temple ;  this  will 
give  you  peace. 

6.  This  if  I  may  have  leave  to  fpeak  plainly,  is  the 
great  fin,  one  of  them,  gf  New-England.  Men  come 
over  hither  for  ordinances,  and  when  they  have  them 
negledl  them;  or  if  it  be  too  horrible  to  live  in  a  grofs 
neglefb  of  them,  yet  who  maintains  his  fellowlhip  with 
Chrift  ?  Or  longing  after  the  fellowftiip  of  Ghrift  in 
them  ?  And  therefore  I  fliall  ftay  a  while  on  this 
poiat.  Men  that  are  fick  of  confumptions  have  fome- 
times  a  mighty  ilomach  after  meat,  and  when  it  is 
brought  thenit  they  are  weary  of  the  very  fmcU  of  it, 
and  then  fay,  truly  I  had  thought  t  could  have  eaten 
fo  much ;  fo  men  loath  ordinances,  nay  the  cooks  that 
drefs,  and  the  diOi  that  brings,  and  the  miniiiry  of 
Ghriil  Jefus  that  provides  the  meat,  becaufe  confum- 
ing  and  pining  away  in  their  iniquities.  I  know  many 
ufe  ordinances,  but  are  they  not  indifferent  whether 
they  find  him  therein  or  no  ?  Now, 

.  I.  When  men  had  enough  by  them  to  live  comfort- 
ably upon,  then  G^d  and  his  ordinances  were  deiired 
by  them ;  but  here  men's  removing  begetting  want, 
want  of  the  creature  'jinned  with  fear  and  diftrufl  of 
God^3>  providence  to  provide  for  them  and  theirs, 
either  fink  their  hearts,  that  ordinances  are  not  fwect* 
no'more  than  Mofea*  mcffage  to  a  people  in  anguifli, 
or  meat  to  a  wounded  man;  or  elfe  makes  them 
hungry  after  the  creature,  *nd  hence  lavifhing  out  their 
defires,  that  they  have  none  after  the  Lord  himfelf. 

2.  When  men  are  perfecuted  by  ei>emie3,  driveft 
into  corners,  or  to  towns  fix  miles  oif  to  find  a  facra* 
laent,  or  bear  a  fermon,  then  the  gbfpel  of  peace, 

and 
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tol  ibesi  tlimC  brcxughi  tiio  glad>iulrogs  of  peace»  iheir 
irat  were  bf aut;U'ivl>  and  then  men  thought  if  one 
fabbath  here  w%s  So-  fweet,  wl>ere  orciiaances  are  in  tick 
ci»tapted|  Vf  fonae  of  them  be  fo  con^fortablc  in  the 
nidft  of  eaemiee,  O  bow  fweet  to  enpy  them  all 
tmoo^  faL^tSy  anaong  frkmls  ?  And  fo  I  knov^  the3r 
b»  to  ibmey  aid  I  hope  to  more  than  I  know  ;  but 
Kew*Krrgl»nd'»  peace  and  plenty  of  means  breeds 
ftraoge  feeurity ;  and  beace  prayer  U  negjefted  here  t 
Tkere  ara  no  en€m:le9  to  kurt  you  in  heaven,  nor 
nacliaiuatlo  naake  you  cry  i  hence  the  gofpel  of  ChriH 
ia  it  is  flighted.  Why  2  Here  are  no  four  ficrTos  to 
teke  ihe  Lambr  fvreet.  And  if  I  get  no  good  thia 
iabbeth,  thia  fermoD,  this  facrament^this  prayer,  I  hope 
I  flitll  fon>e  otlier  time,  whei*  my  h«art  is  better,  and 
3y  btifioef^  >a  over :  No4  conf&derlng  that  the  days 
cf  trouUc  t»^y  be  near,  or  God's  final  farewel  may  be 
^mlVf  takeo. 

3r  It  wa»  £l  fad  fpeech  of  a  brother  lately,  which 

has  efc  aiefted  me,    that  ^  A  man  may  pray  out> 

*  hear  o»t  all  the  grace  of  bis  heart  :•  Meaning  this^ 

wh^n  God  begins  to  work  upon  a  man's  heart  at  firH, 

tt^  prayei^   a«d    word   is  fvveet,  (by  a  while  they 

kiwif  out  their  hearing,  and  pray  out  their  praying  :   fo 

«s  ii,  priying,.th^y  pray  not,  and  in  beairing^  they  hear 

WK I  Wottlcl  10  God  there  were  not  a  generation  of 

r  tbofe  mea  among  us^  that  having  been  fo  oft  iermoRi^ 

i  tred  and  pray«r-beaten,  that  now  their  hearts  are  bar- 

j  «leaed,  and  b«vng  i>fed  to  ordinawGes,.  and  being  fo  long 

I  yidden  wider  tl>em,  i  wifti  they  were  not  tired,   and 

I  jaded  u»der  ih? n*  before  they  com^  half  way  home, 

i  that  they  had  rather  lie  and  die  in  the  bigh-way,  than 

I  |«t  up  and  with  mighty  groans   and  .  invincible  wreft- 

I  ling^  el  heart  feek  after^  and^  ib  find  the  Lord  in 

j  4»  There  13  no  place  in  all  the  world,  whefe  there 
w.foch  expefilation  to  find  the  Lord,  as  .hers,  and 
licace  men  bl^fs  the  Lord  for  our  rifing-fun,  wlicn  it 

■       P  is 
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is  fetting  eyery- where  elfe  :  Here  therefore  they  come 
and  find  it  not,   hence  not  confiderlng  the  great  sod ' 
lad  temptation  of  this  place,  whereby  God  tries  hii 
friends  before  he  will  tfuft  them  with  more  of  himfel£, 
viz.  deep  and  frequent  defertions,  they  give  i»,  and 
therefore  care  not  for,  nor  defire  after  thofe  plaiftcrs 
which  they  feel   heal  them  not,  nor  that  food  which 
they  find  naurifheth  them  not.     It  is  ftrange  to  fee 
what  a  faith  forae  men  have  that  can  clofe  with  Chri^ 
as  their  end,  and  comfort  thenifelvcs  there ;  it  is  not 
means  (fay  they)  biit  Chrill,  not  duties  but  Girift, 
and  by  this  faith  can  comfort  and  quiet  themfelvesia 
the  ncgleft  and  contempt  of  Glirift  in  meansy  as  infal- 
lible a  brand  of  God's  eternal  reprobation  of  fuch  a 
foul  as  any  I  know.      So  that  this  is  New-England's 
fin.      Is   not   prayer  neglefted,    wanting   place  and 
heart  ?  If  not  in  family,  is  it  not  in  fecret,  yet  doik 
it  not  die?   Didll  thou  ever  find  thy  fpirit  fo  ftrait- 
ned?  Where   are  the   nrigjhty  groans?  What  is  be-* 
come  of  meditation  ?  Doft  thou  not  let  fabbaths,  fcr- 
mons  pafs  over,  which  fliall  be  preached  over  again 
at  the  lafl  day,  and  find  no  Ghrift,  no  Spirit  in  them; 
and  thus  lie  familhing,   and  yet  not  cry  for  breed  ?  If 
it  be  not  fo^  I  am  glad,*  God,   angels,  faints,  and |aB. 
the  world  fliall  call  yoy  blefled  :  If  it  be  fo,  I  dare  be 
bold  to  prophefy  ruin   to  this  place  and  people,  and 
that  you  or  your  pofterity  fliall  either  in  woods,  or  in 
the  land,  or  in  hands  of  your  enemies  In  this  place 
lament  with  tears  the  contempt  of  means  ;  and  yoiJ, 
even  difciples  of  Chrift,    '*  fliall  defire  to  fee  one  of 
**  the  days  of  the  Son  of  man  ;  and  (hall  not  fee  tbctn*'' 
Jer.  viii.  13,  14.      "  Let   us  go  into   ilrong  holds," 
&c.     I  know  there  are  many  that  do  meet  the  Lord, 
but  are  you  not- apt  to  fall  afleep  agiin  I  O  therefore 
let  me  intreat  you,  if  the  Lord  has  efpoufed  you  to 
himfelf,  if  you  have  any  longings  after  him  in  heaven, 
feeing  thofe  defires  cannot  be  fulfilled  prefently»  0 
long  CO  meet  him  here,  and  fo  long  to  meet  him,  «s 

that 
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^at  yon  may  indeed  meet  with'  him  and  with  mor^ 
and  more  of  him. 

SECT.    VL  . 

Qiieft.  \y  HAT  is  it  to  meet  Cbrift^  and  to  have  feU 
h'vjbip  ^itb  biin  in  bis  ordinances  f 

Anf.  I  have  been  oft  alkcd  this,  and  for  the  fake  of 
them  that  be  weak,  1  Ihall  give  you  a  tafte  of  it. 

I.  Therefore  look  as  it  is  with  a  man  that  receives 
any  common  mercy  from  God,  from  Ghrift,  if  he 
fees  not  the  Lord  Jefus  really  giving  it,  he  enjoys  it* 
but  not  Ghrill  in  ic,  though  he  get  fome  good  out  of 
the  thing :  So  let  a  man  receive  more  knowledge  of 
iruths  and  more  truth  be  difcovered,  more  promifes 
rsvealed,  more  affeftions  and  life  dropt  into  the  hearty 
which  may  do  a  man  fome  good,  yec  if  he  fees  them 
as  feparated  from  Chrift,  if  he  fees  not  the  truth  as  \t 
is  in  Jefus,  if -he  fees  not  promifes  fpoken  from  hea- 
ven by  Jefus,  if  he  looks  not  on  all  conimands  as  part 
of  the  fecret  of  Jefus,  if  he  receive  affcftions,  and  by 
them  behold  not  the  Lord  Jefus,  he  doth  not  at  that 
time  enjoy  the  Lord  Jefus.  For  he  now  indeed  ea- 
joys  his  gifts,  but  by  thefe  he  doth  not  «njoy  him  i 
And  therefore  then  a  maa^ay  be  faid  to  have  fel- 
lowlhip  with  Ghrill  in  an  ordinance,  when  by  all  the 
light  and  life  and  comfort  there,  he  comes  to  fee  him, 
and  fees  them  all  in  him,  and  feeing  a  tranfcendent 
glory  in  him,  fees  and  beholds  a  hidden  glory  iii 
them.  This  command  is  a  fecret  of  Jefus,  this  pro- 
raife  the  fwcet  voice  of  Jefus,  thefe  confolations  the 
comforts  of  Jefus,  thefe  raefiengers  the  minifters  of 
Jefus,  thefe  ordinance^  the  kingdom  of  Jefus.  And 
therefore  look  throughout  all  the  fcriptures,  you  fliiall 
fee  onr  fellow fhip  with  Ghrift  both  in  heaven  and 
here;  it  is  expreil  by  **  feeing  of  the  Lord,"  John 
Xvii.  24.  Pfal.  Ixiii.  2.  and  xxvii.  4.  I  have  oft  faid 
to  my  friends,  the  great  fin  of  Ghriftians  is  to  fee  fcrip* 

Pa  tures. 
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turcs,  ordinances^  truths^  commsTKls>  bibws,  fcnrf' 
BeiTes  as  not  flowing  from  and  abiding  m  the  Lori 
Jefus,  to  fee  them  feparate  from  Chrift,  and  not  Chrift 
and  them  together;,  and  hence  promifes  comfort  not, 
becaule  you  receive  them  not  as  fpohcn. by  Jefus: 
Commands  ave  not,  becactfe  not  as  the  voice  of  Jcfas: 
Every  truth  is  not  dear,  becaufe  you  fee  it  not  as  the 
Bridegroom •^s  voice.  Parents  that  hare  had  rude 
children,  have  turned  them  oot  of  doors,  thcytheirr- 
fehves  have .  fent  them  cloaths  and  urtney  out  of  jnty^ 
hut  themfelves  have  not  been  feen,  that  they  might 
feek  for  a  father's  houfe  at  lafl:  So  when  .God  is  an- 
gry with  feme  of  hi«  people,  he  doth  fend  to  them  ia 
his  providences  and  ordinances,  becaufe  he  pities 
them,  but  hhnfclf  is  not  fcen.  Wl^r  ?  That  at  hift 
they  might  come  home,  and  feek  to  fee  his  face  again, 
and  fay,  What  good  does  aM  this  do  me,  if  I  fee  no 
God  ?  1  confefs  he  that  receiTes  gifts  from  another, 
ought  to  be  thankfiiT ;.  but  a  heart  that  loves  and  Ibngs* 
after  the  Lord,  will  fay,  here  is  blefiing,  means,  troth, 
warmth,  but  Lord  when  wilt  thou  come  thyfcif  .^  O  . 
labour  for  this  I 

1^  When  a  man'  feefe^the  power  of  the  Lord  Jefofr 
rn  his  ordinances;  this  is  the  fecond  part  of  Davids 
defire,  PTal.  Ixiii.  2,  3.  ♦*  That  I  may  fee'^.not  only 
thy  glory,  but  "  thy  power  f*  for  there  is  never  a 
child  of  Gtxl  but  feels  a  ftrong  party  within  him  a- 
gainft  Chrift,  fo  that  he  cannot  feek  Chrift,  deave  to 
Chrift,  live  to  Chrift  ;  now  you  will  (md  iu  fomc  or- 
dinances your  hearts  fhaken  and  troubled  for  fin,  and 
fomc  defires  and  confolatioas  ftirred  up,  and  hopes 
never  to  be  as  you  have  been:  But,  beloved,  all  dic& 
and  falls  down  again  :  Now,  I  confefs  there  is  fonie- 
what  of  Chrift  in  all  this;  but  yet  content  not  your- 
Itlves  with  this,  becaufe  you'  want  a  power,  or  until 
you  find  a  mighty  power  of  Chrift  by  little  andKttfe 
fubduing  fin;  for  when  Chrift  comes  into  the  heart 
indeed,  he  comes  with  hia  power,  Pfah  xiiv.  7,  * 

"The 


TEN  VIRGIKS.  X^9 

*<Tfae  Lord  of  Hods,  naigbty  ia  bitttk.  His  flefti  i« 
**  meat  indeed."  Col:  i.  29.  Chrill's  power  works 
ID  mau  mightily.  If  yoii  enjoy  never  itjch  Comfbrt, 
bat  &ad  not  a  pow^r  in  pulling  dowa  thy  lufls^  there 
isAO  CbriiL  If  a  niia  beilck,  and  be  eats  bis  tneat^ 
aad  great  care  be  had  to  tend  him,  but  the  dileafe  U 
ftroDger  than  the  ilrength  pf  aaUirc  and  food ;  aik  faiin« 
Do  you  eati  Yes,  but  it  doth  mc  no  good;  ib  here: 
Such  oorafort,  fuch  a  Chrill  ^oth  you  no  good,  unlefs 
you  feel  a  power.  O  loag  to  w^et  ChrllT^  and  enjoy 
Chriiltbus! 

Qucfl.  Horn  Jhall  I  d^  *hit  f 
.  Anf.  X.  Mourn  bitterly  for  the  Lord'^s  abfeticc^  as 
for  one  of  the  gr^atell  ^vils  that  can  befal  thee.  For 
Chrill'a  prefence  will  never  be  fweet  to  hiiii  that  can 
Uire  without  him,  and  can  you  look  for  him  then  ? 
John  xvL  ai.  "  *'  You  have  now  £brrou%"  which  h^ 
laid,  filled  their  hearts,  but  I  will  fee  you  again  ;^* 
vifit  yoa»  coaie  down  to  you  by  my -Spirit  ajgain,  and 
you  fliall  rejoice,  and  »o«e  ihall  take  tt  away  :  And 
therefore  it  is  noted,  tiie  firft  that  had  comfort  was 
Mary^.  when  ihe  fat  at  tlie  fepulcher  weeping,  John 
KK.  II,  ^.  '  And  therefore  do  but  obferve  your  own 
hearts,  when  your  hearts  h^ve  been  foaked  in  grief^ 
for  want  of,  or  for  the  abfence  of  Chrift,  O  I  have 
lived  without  him,  and  prayed  without  him,  apd  heard 
widiout  him,  and  fpoke  without  him,  him  that  .hath 
pitied  jDe,  fpared  me,  overcome  me,  laid  down  hi^ 
life,  feat  his  Spirit  to  me !  that  then  you  (hall  mort 
or  Icfs  fee  the  Lord,  and  feel  the  power  and  prefence 
of  the  jLord'.  O  beloved,  Ihall  not  heaven  be  fweet  to 
you  without  him,  and  ihall  earth  be  fweeter  than  hea» 
ven,  that  you  can  live  here  without  him  ?  Beloved, 
whatever  you  account  of  it  now,  in  hell  the  fling  of 
all  forrowa  (hall  be  this.  O  Ohrift  hides  his  face ! 
Oqc  frown  Ihall  be  more  biuer  than  death,  than  a 
thoufand  deaths,  and  ihall  it  be  fo  in  hell,  and  ihall 
not  many  frowns,  many  days  be- more  bitter  than 

P3  death? 
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death  ?  Shall  it  be  fo  to  devils,  and  not  to  faints  ? 
Shall  the  hiding  of  ChriR's  face  from  enemies  "be 
heavy,  and  Ihall  not  his  friends  take  it  to  heart?  If 
you  do  not,  then  think  not  to  meet  him,  but  that 
word  and  prayer  fliall  be  dead  drink  to  thee ;  but  if 
you  do,  I  tell  thee,  if  he  raanifefts  himfelf  to  any,  ht 
will  reveal  himfelf  to  thee. 

2.  Priz3  and  love  his  prefence,  his  face,  the  lifting 
up  of  the  light  of  his  countenance.  Princes  will  not 
come,  or  if  they  do,  not  ftay,  or  if  they  perceive  their 
company  is  a  burden,  and  is  not  eileemed;  no  more 
will  the  Lord  Jefus.  They  that  are  fallen  in  love  to- 
gether will  find  out  each  oiher^  though  it  be  at  mid- , 
night;  prize  Chrift's  company,  and  you  will  not 
complain  for  want  of  time,  and  fay  you  cannot,  but 
you  will  find  him  out  in  word,  in  prayers,  though  b* 
thers  be  fall  afleep,  Mattb.  xiii.  44.  When  the  man 
*'  fells  ali,'*  now  he  *'  buys  the  field,"  has  it,  and 
enjoys  it.  You  would  have  the  Lord's  company  and 
fellowfhip,  I  believe  you;  but  what  will  you  give  fee 
it?  I  will  tell  you.  It  may  be  you  will  give  him  the 
hearing  for  it,  and  give  him  a  fevv  good  wilhes,  and 
a  few  good  words,  and  a  little  leifure.  But  will  you 
turn  the  whole  world  behind  your  back,  and  what- 
ever you  have  out  of  doors,  that  he  may  come  in: 
That  now  it  is  not  honour,  nor  weakh,  nor  life,  nof 
cafer  nor  heaven,  but  him,  and  that  not  only  in  hea- 
ven but  in  his  fwadling-clouts,  his  ordinances  here, 
believe  it  falvation  is  at  your  doors.  Zaccheus  being 
ft  low  man  of  ftature,  gets  out  of  the  crowd,  (lands  in 
the  way,  and  the  Lord  bids  him  come  down.  Do 
thus  when  you  come  to  any  ordinance,  I  tell  you,  it 
|s  better  than  an  hoft  of  angels  compaffing  thee  about 
with  praifes.  O  that  you  had  the  life  of  experience! 
Haft  thou  not  found  him  better  than  friends,  than 
means,  than  thyfelf?  O  that  you  would  believe  expe- 
dience ! 

3.  Make  it  not  your  talk  but  your  trade  to  feck  for 


TEN  vrRGlNS.  ,  -23-^ 

irro,  'that  you  may  enjoy  him  here.  Make  this  your 
i)ufuiers«  .Men  n^ake  it  not  their  main  bufiners  to  feck 
out  Chrift,  but  only  Ibme  work  they  muft  difpatch 
by  the  by.  They  make  it  not  their  trade  but  their 
talk  which  nii\Jl  be  done.  Efau  would  have  the  blef- 
iing,  but  it  is  his  hunting  that  he  delights  iti.  You 
Ihall  havp  a  man  that  is  a  clofe  worldling,  come  and 
hear,'  and  joy  therein,  but  his  trade,  his  heart  is  after 
that,  £zek.  xxxiii.  31.  Look  but  on  a  Chrlfiian  at  his 
firll  convcrlion,  what,  great  gains  gets  he  then?  O  it 
is  his  trade  to  follow  the  Lord,  afterward  he  is  idle, 
«nJ  then  feels  little,  Mac.  xiii.  46.  '  Like  a  merchant^ 
he  ventures  all,  and  then  finds:  Now  you  ihall  find 
him,  Hcb.,xi.  6.  **  He  is  the.  rewarder,  not  of  them 
"  that  fcek  him"  fluggilhly,  but  "  diligently."  What 
do  you  clfe  feek  for?  **  Why  fpend  you  your  money 
**  for  that  which  is  not  bread  ?"  Or  it  there  be  ought 
elfe  that  is  ncceffary,  let  thy  care  be  for  him,  and  his 
care  ihall  be  lor  thee. 

4.  Look  before  thou  comeft  to  an  ordinance,  if  there* 
be  no  luft,  *  no  Humbling  block  of  iniquity  that  thou 
harboureil  in  thy  heart,  or  fuffereil  to  remain  in  the 
iight  of  God,  Ifa.  lix.  i>  2.  I  have  known  in 'expe- 
dience, and  feen  U  in  fcripture,  of  God's  people,  and 
others  haye  taken  on,  that  -God  hides  hi^  face,  Sec. 
And  this  has  been  found  to  be  the  caufe,  either  fome 
fin  not  yet  fubdued  or  mortified,  or  fome  Cn  that  they 
have  not  gone  for  pardon  of  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  . 
and  fo  unpardoned.  When  both  thefe  have  been  /e- 
moved,  the  Lord  has  appeared,  Exod.  xxiv.  10.  After 
the  covenant  made  Ipy  blood,  "  they  faw  the  God  of 
"Ifrael,"  Hzek.  xiv.  3.  "  Snould  1  be  enquired  of  by  ' 
**  them  that  fet  the  liumbling-block  of  their  iniqui- 
**ties?'*  &c.  Come  therefore  to  an  ordinance  that 
the  Lord  would  take  away  thy  fin,  do  not  co'ne  to  It 
^at  you  may  be  comforted  ia  your  fin,  fo  ilvat 
though  there  be  fin  in  your  heart,  yet  tlie  Lord  will 
^i  caflt  that  in  thy  diih;  when  thou  comeli  10  Lini  to 
i  P  4         '         ,  .  take 
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take  it  away.  It  m^ty  be  y/ju  know  tiofie.  **  ^oti 
«'  know  not  vA\zt  fpirit  yoa  are  of/*  Ctet  tbe  Loni 
to  difcover  it  thee. 

5.  O  be  thankful,  and  cleave  the  tAofer  to  Ohrift 
for  a  little:  For  that  is  the  infinite  Tnercy  and  loreef 
Chrift  to  !iis  people,  he  lets  them  fee  their  end,  the 
height  of  grace  and  glory  the  Lord  will  bring  tlicm  to, 
but  m^kes  them  fcei  the  want  of  it,  aiid  tafte  bat  a 
litrie,but  rhe  firft-fruits.  Now  tliere  is  Satan^a  poK- 
cy  to  mAe  them  fliglit  what  tS^cy  have,  btcaufc  they 
have  not  what  they  would  have.  Hence  Ghrift  eftran- 
ges  himfelf  greatly:  Do  you  thus  dcfpifc  ^ny  love? 
<3  therefore  cleave  ciofe  to  htm  for  tlhat  little,  and 
then  fee,  Joim  i.  50.  "  Thou  flialt  fee  greater  things 
^*  than  CiTcle,  the  Son  of  God,  and  angels  ^fcendiag 
**  and  defcending  on  him,**  Think  that  I  feel  or  hrrt 
tbe  fenfe  of  any  want  of  grace,  and  peace,  and  mercy, 
and  Clirift,  O  it  is  mercy'!  That  I  htivc  tbe  ftar, O 
this  i3  mercy,  this  brought  them  to  Chrift  hitnfctf  af- 
terward. O  nnthankfuincfs  ftops  God*«  heart!  God 
•will  never  ceafe  pouring  out  en  thee,  that  art  pcnring 
t)ut  praifcs  onliirq  ;  for  elfc  man's  kindnefs  (hould  ex- 
ceed the  Lord^. 

Thus  you  fee  the  means,  now  life  them,  and  loag 
for  the  Lord  Jefus  in  t'hcm,  and  fo  long  as  tbat  you 
may  meet  him  ;  and  do  it  prefently,  dfe  you  nwky  feck 
imd  not  find  him,  and  **  die  in  your  fins,*'  Johnviii, 
!*i.  A  fad  an(i  heavy  fppech.  Has  God  fmgled  yoa 
out  of  ali  people  in  the  worid  to  enjoy  htm,  «nd  wiR 
you  now  forfake  him,  and  be  eaten  up  with  yonr  !«ts, 
^nd  buried  in  the  bellies  of  your  bcafis,  or  fit  grier- 
ing  that  your  eftate  are  funk  i  It  may  be  hypocrites 
will  forfake  the  Lord  Jefus,  but  ^  Will  you  alfo  de- 
part ?"  Others  care  not  for  him,  otirers  long  not 
after  him,  others  give  him  no  meeting ;  will  ymt  de- 
part ?  "  Lord,  to  whom  fhaW  we  go  ?  O  atid  \wt% 
for  more  of  him,  *♦  forget  wliat  is  behind,**  and  hear, 
aad  pray  .aa  if  thon  never  didft  fo  before,  ais  if  bat 

nowr 
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•nor  to  <3iegi!i.    Tbem  is  a  f^lat  t-fc>ot  to  mirkeyott 
^h-onKiHMices,  chat  fo  Gud* smy  loath  yc^^:   Mca 
that  are  fick,   and  like  to  die,  can   eat  no  cpfQmom 
^bole4M«e  ^cju^  bpt  £ne   »ow  nooriAed  b]r   con- 
fenres,  «ti4  itlcbeniiies,   acid  ^iriis  of  fpld  :   &  when 
^vMtfvme  truths  dX  Gad  are  defpjfod,  niM  are  deMi- 
ly  fidkf  whtn  9my  ^tw^hn^^  dtvioc  iliail  feed  tiuHr 
fancf .     Tht  L^rd  !ke£p  yi5a  £rona  ii.     O  do  you  lore 
^d  long  C»r  llie  Lerd  la  iheat  riie.niKnve^  for  bis  Spi- 
rit, histove/iits  ciuitii,  bisChriit,  his  compftnjr*  hte 
^ace,  )iis  confobtloiiG,  and  then  when  dcatjb  coixveis, 
y««  (kail  -Mt  need  to  fear  'it,  ibmt  ratte  it  welcome i 
Md  when  ooDfcicQce  fliajl  alk,   du  juul  tbi^k  to  Jse 
^b  die  Lord  ?    O  it  fliall  be  in  thy  bol^ifii  I    Loni, 
thee  ha^M  I  l9f)9od  for^  thee  h&M  I  fougijt  f<»r,  wept 
4er  here,  i»ca«^  I  £»uld  &ot  come  t9  ibee  prefeotljr 
fo  1ie«i¥eii*     Now,  Loid,  let  aie  come  to  ihce,  And  b 
fo  tfiuc&pfawig  to  gUry* 

•  ^ 

SECT.    VII. 

VJi  7.  ITENCfi  we  fee  m  Chriftim  loo^t  It 
CMtenPt  hiiaCdf  with  any  meafure  of  knowledge  or 

,  (eKowdiip  widi  tbe  Lord  JeTus  iiem*  Fear  if  iuili,  per&ft 
«ik1  immediate  &riiowiirip  witli  him  in  heavea  aodflt 
liie  laft  daj  ought  to  be  the  mark  be  aims  at,  aod  josit*- 
ae)r«s«Rd  of  all  bis  delires,  tben  be  is  i>ot  to  ftt dawn 
in  cl%e  mii'V/ay^  hat  to  bremthe  Jnxl  aJ^re  after  AiM 
flwre  «i»d  sn^re  «/  him.  Th|:is  Paol^  tbou^  fiaUjr 
fealed  widi  (be  Spirit,  ynt  be  makes  tUs  his  mark, 

.  HiH.  iii.  14,  15,  16.  1  Pet.  i.  JO,  if,  xz,  13.  Tbe 
apoftle  tells  them,  the  propheta  looked  afiter  *'  tbe 
•*  ^race  ^ven  in**  their  timea,  **  tbercforer  prd  up 
**  ya«r   l»im,    aaid   hope  paticDtly'   f(fr. -grace  to  be 

'^^^  given  fMi  pt  tlitf  feveIatt<Ms  of  Chrift  Jtfiis."  JVfaa 
<bat  hare  preferment  ia  their  efe;  and  ane  fto  come  oa 
^r  degnees  00  it,  iDerer  content  tfatcifelTfa  «rith  anj 
(though-  ibey  will  not  ^ight  *w^t  diey  have)  aotil  the^ 

come 
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come  to  their  highcft  :  You  arc  born  to  great  hopes, 
iliglit  not  what  yoii  bave,  but  look  after  morei  l  Pet* 
iii.  i8. 

Hence  three  forts  are  to  be  greatly  blamed.  For 
as  it  is  with  finful  luils,  fo  it  is  with  fpiritual,  they 
«re  endlefs,  infinite,  and  uofattable;  if  they  want, 
they  are  not  fatisfied  ?  if  they  have,  they  are  whet  oa 
in  their  appetites  after  more.     O  let  it  be  fo  here ! 

1.  Some  there  be  that  are.  fo  far  from  thiriling  af- 
ter mc^re  of  him,  that  they  have  forfaken  his  fellow- 
Ihip,  and  lie  Uill  content  it  ihould  be  fo.  Time  was, 
horror  was  upon  their  confciences,  trouble,  in  their 
minds,  and  heat  of  affc&ion  lailed,  that  their  prayers 
were  many, -their  tears  abundant,  they  could  not 
take  their  reft  in  the  night,  but  praythey  mull,  they 
could  not  hear  of  a  fermon,  but  through  wet  and 
dry  to  it !  and  it  may  be  the  Lord  **  drew  them  with 
•*  the  cords  of  a  man,'*  and  latd  meat  before  them^ 
and  fweetned  their  labours  with  great  hopes  to  them ; 
but  the  Father  not  having  drawn  them  with  an  invin- 
cible power,  and  knit  them  by  an  indilToluble  union 
<o  Chrift,  they  arc  now  fallen  off  from  Chrift,  John 
ri.  66«  And  if  you  obferve  it,  he  looks  not  after 
them,  fpeaks  not  one  word  to  them,  becaufe  content 
to  be  without  him.  Would  to  God  this  were  not 
the  tempers  of  faints  that'  know  it  wfts  better  with 
you  once  than  now,  and  God  "  hedgeth  your  way 
"  with  thorns,"  and  pives  you  no  reft.  But  O  the 
grievous  wrecks  of  profeffors!  One  can  fee  fome 
boards  and  planks  at  low  water,  but  that  is  iill,  Jer. 
ii.  13,  14.  The  Lord  will  fetch  you  home,  if  he  loves 
you,  by  weeping-crofs. 

2.  Some  there  are  that  fall  not  to  forfake  the 
Lord,  but  like  the  door  on  the  hinge,  and  wheel  on 
the  pin,  hang  and  turn  al}out  where  they  did.  Thu« 
God's  own  people  are  very  apt  to  do,  and  hence  the 
Kpoftle  wiflieth  them  to  take  heed  of  it,  from  a  dread* 
jful  argument,  Heb.  vi.  4,  5^  6,  7. 

Firff, 
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F/V//,  Becaufe  the  Lord  at  firft  ccnverfion  draws 
his  people  fweetly,  drives  them  gently ;  being  weak 
and  young  infants,  as  yet  keeps  them  in  his  arms,  that 
they  may  find  a  greater  good  in  him  than  in  the  world  ; 
but  afterward  he  fuftcrs  Satan  to  tempt,  himfclf  dcferts 
them,  leads  through  a  wildernefs  of  fins  and  miferies, 
that  they  may  know  what  is  in  their  own  hearts. 
Hence  now  if  they  v/ill  have  mercy,  they  muft  fetch 
it,  fight  for  it,  and  overcome  ;  now  lucnce  floth  is  apt  to 
prevail  for  a  time,  as  with  the  difciples. 

Secondly^  Becaufe  before  they  have  Chrift,  they  feel 
a  total  want,  afterward  but  a  partial,  and  hence  apt 
to  be  full  and  felf-confident  in  what  they  have,  their 
ftcnnachs  are  flaid  by  fome  bits,  and  hence  the  Lord 
i#fain  to  withdraw  the  feeling  of  all  that  which  they 
had  before,  that  they  feeling  how  foon  thefe  vanifli, 
might  hunger  after  more  :  as  the  difciples  could  hzvt 
been  content  with  Chrifl's  being  upon  earth  with 
them,  then  faith  he;  **  The  Spirit  will  not  come," 
hence  away  he  goes,  that  they  might  have  more  of 
him  in  the  Spirit.  But  this  is  too  common  with  many 
hypocrites. 

1.  When  men  ferve  their  turn  of  Chrift.  There 
is  never  a  hypocrite  livcth  but  clofeth  with  Chrift  for 
h»s  owti  ends  ;  for  he  cannot  work  beyond  his  pjfin- 
ciple.  Now  when  men  have  ferved  their  own  turns 
out  of  another  man,  away  they  go,  and  keep  that 
which  they  have.  An  hypocrite  clofeth  with  Chrift 
as  a  man  with  a  richlhop;  he  will  not  be  at  coft  to 
buy  all  the  ihop,  but  fo  much  as  ferves  his  turn*. 
Commonly  mcii  in  horror  feek  for  f  >  much  of  Chrift 
as  will  eafe  them,  and  hence  profefs  and  hence  feek 
for  fo  much 'of  Chrift  as  will  credit  them,  and  hence 
their  dcfires  after  Chrift  are  foon  fatisfied.  Appetiiut 
finis  eft  injinitus. 

2.  No  hypocrite  though  he  clofeth  with  Chrift,  and 
for  a  time  grow  up  in  knowledge  of,  and  communion 

'with  Chrift,  but  he  hath  at  that  time  hidden  lufts-, 

-  and 
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•tboTAs  that  overgrow  bis  growioegs^  and  cliodlc  all 
at  laA ;  and  in  conclufion  meditates  a  league  betweea 
Cbriil  and  his  luils,  and  feeks  to  reconcile*  tliem  to* 
getber:  Cbriil  faith.  Out  with  every  luft,  and  Jet 
Tuore  of  niyfdf  come ;  no,  faith  iic,  let  me  ilay  beret 
r«nctnber  what  cafe,  what  honour  1  bring  you,  I 
cannot  leave  you:  Now  a  man  moderatesi  I  wiU  kecy 
my  Juft  becanfe  I  love  it,  but  I  will  keep  it  as  mf 
iMirden,  that  I  may  have  Chrift  with  it.  Cbrift  calU 
to  feek  for  more  of  him ;  lull  faith  no,  the  work  is  bard^ 
and  duties  are  dlfficiAlt*  And  it  is,  it  may  be,  to  no 
purpofe  to  feek,  you  have  other  irons  in  tlie  fire,  many 
irorldly  bufine&s ;  Noyr  here  men  moderate  ;  do  not 
(^y  tbou  wilt  feek  no  i-uore  after  him,  nor  indeed  nff 
means  diligently  for  more  of  him ;  be  fare  only  yoa 
give  him  fome  defires  to  be  better,  and  this  will  ferve 
the  tnrn«  ^The  Lord  Jefus  wpos  many  a  £bui  wfaeia 
he  never  matches  himielf  unto;  one  comes  a^d  9in$ 
the  heart  afterward,  and  makes  the  match;  k  here: 
Tbe.lufls  of  a  man's  heart  grow  fweeter  than  Cbrit 
and  his  ordinances,  aiid  hence  there  is  no  heart  i9 
feek  after  more  of  Chrifi,  when  the  match  ia  once 
made  with  the  world,  and  affcdions  woo,  ^  a  Tim* 
iv»  to. 

3.  Some  feek  for  more  of  Cbrift,  but  it  is  of  aa 
idol^^brift,  not  as  manifefting  himfelf  in  and  by  a 
vord  :  for  look,  as  any  ia£t  of  obedience  is.  an  a^  <^ 
ivill-worfliip  and  imagery,  that  we  have  not  a  parti- 
cular demand  for,  or  is  not  diredJy  ded^6ied  from 
riale  in  tiie  word ;  fo  that  a^  of  faith  is  an  a£l  of  wilir 
worifaip,  which  iees  and  chufes  Qirifi:  as  his  own^ 
when  he  has  not  a  particular  prbmiie  for  it ;  it  i;s  an 
imagination  of  Chrifi,  not  Chrift;  aod  you  have 
inore  ^  your  own  imagination,  not  more  ci  tbe  Lord 
Jefus,  I  Pet.  i.  25.  Monks  liad  fublimc  coaterapls- 
tiens  of  God ;  Luther  calls  ihem  fuch  as  looked  upon 
a  Deus  &f  Cbriftuf  abfoiutus^^^^^oX  beholding  the  beams 
of  his  love  and  glory  -in  tbc  word.  O  therefore  la- 
bour 


bowr  for  morfc  of  fach  a  Chrift,  as  the  worcf  hote 

forth.     And  look  as  in  heaven^ 
Firft,  They  are  all  one  with  blm  m  frffoirftip,  tfre 

Father  in  him,. and  be  in  them,  and  they  ki  htmt  ^nd 

£>  made  perfeft  in  one. 

Secondly,  They  have  hts  felbwftiip  orr?yr  fb  rfa 

you  long  for  more  of  bis  fettowfhip,  fo  as  tabe  rhzdc 

more  one  with  him,  and  him  with  ycm,  fo  as  he  majr 
,    be  your  ftrcngth^   and  Kfe,  and  pe«ce,  and  for  his 

feHowftip  only  ;  otherwife  you  may  ga  wirhoot  him 
i  at  laft.  Lake  xiii,  26,  27.  **  Have  vve  not  eat  and 
;  •*  drank  in  thy  prefence,'*  8cc.  The  Jews  before 
I    QiTift'^s   coming  had  Chrift'ff  prefcnce  therr,    bat  a 

greater  meafure  of  it  is  Riven  to  the  church  fince  bra 
:  refurredlion  and  glorification  ;  for  it  was*  referred  t0 
i  honour  Clhrift  hi  his  ftrft  coming.  But  how  many 
t  are  there  that  fee  not  the  Lord  Jefus  fo  ks  they  did 
I  imder  vails  ?  either  get  more,  or  fay  Chritt  is  not 
i  rifca,  John  siv.  i6-  Chrift  promtfea  to  fend  His  difci* 
f  pics  another  comforter  r  wbfi  was  that  ?  the  Sprrit  of 
i.  troth  whom  the  world  coold  not  receive,  becaufc  it 
\  knew  him  not:  Why,  had  the  difciples  no  Spirit  trow^? 
i  yes,  be  was  in  them,  but  aot  that  fuM  meafane,  with 
I    which  they   were  not  as  yet  fealed,  yet  they  knew 

they  had   him,  and  that  Ghrift  was  theirs  too.     So 

baft  thou  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ?  O  beg  for 
I  niore  of  it,  not  for  miraculous  grfts,  for  that  is  in 
t  vain,  but  more  of  the  fpecial  powerfbl  prefence  and 
I  fahjefs  of  it ;  f  )r  it  is  that  the  world  cannot  recefve. 
(  I  have  oft  feared  that  it  is  the  great  fm  of  this  faft  age, 
I  to camfcnand  fettTe  Chriftians  in  their  weak  begm- 
I     tmtgs,  zs  though  there  were  no  more  of  God^  Spirit 

to  be  poured  down  in  tin\es  of  the  gtifpcl.  But  con- 
I     Ifder, 

I  Fn-fl:,  What  came  yau  into  this  wildernefs  to  fee? 
f  Iteeds  fhaken  with  the  wind  ?  No,  for  more  of  the 
j.  L>rd  Jefns ;  atid  will  yoit  now  forget  the  end  fbr 
I  wfcich  you  come?  It  may  be  yott  nerer  fotind  lefe,  no 
1  but 
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but  Gcd  is  emptying  of  you  that  you  might  feek  fof 
more.  Herod  a  ionj  time  defired  to  fee  JeRis,  aod 
ibea  defpifed  bins. 

Secoadly,  You  have  here  more  means  to  have  fci- 
lowfliip  witn  the  Lord,  and  will  you  content  yourfel 
with  what  you  have  had.  If  you  do,  what  can  youj 
look  for,  but  that  the  Lord  ihould  take  away  ordinan^ 
ctSf  if  they  do  you  no  more  good,  and  eafe  you  of  thd 
burden  of  the  Lord  of  H alb  ;  or  fend  fore  and  heaJ 
vy  trials:  It  is  that  I  have  oft  thought  of,  why  arej 
the  wicked  exalted,  and  fains  debafed  ?  the  worft  ard 
not  bad  enough  to  receive  ific^ir  plagues,  nor  the 
beft  goo  J  enough  to  partaka  of  bieffings*  You  1 
have  bad  feme  means,  to  do  you  fome  good,  here  I 
you  have  more,  that  you  may  receive  more  good, ', 
more  life,  more  of  Chrift  J^fus ;  if  not,  then  look 
for  fire  to  pyrge  you  if  you  be  gold,  or  flames  to  de- 
vour you  if  you  be  but  rottennefs  and  ftubble.  But 
is  this  thus?  the  Jews  did  long  for  Chhft,  and  when 
be  came  they  crucilisd  him,  they  loved  the  prophets, 
they  fliall  haVe  prophets  and  their  blood  too,  to  flay 
them;  you  love  the  meffengers  of  Chrift,  &c.  they 
have  them  Lord,  but  defpife  them,  they  have"  them, 
but  condemn  them,  they  have  them,  and  though  they 
will  not  cail  them  out  of  their  places,  yet  Aiey  will 
fo  weary  their  fpirits,  and  grieve  thy  Spirit  in  them, 
that  they  will  make  them  glad  to  bury  themfelves,  and 
leave  their  places.  You  Ihall  have  prophets  and  their 
blood  too,  and  their  tears  and  forrows  too.  But  why 
do  I  complain?  Let  me  perfuade:  O  labour  for 
more  of  Chrift  in  his  fervants,  in«  his  ordinances,  in 
his  providences,  in  his  faints,  until  at  lad  thy  defires 
break  thy  v^ffel,  and  carry  thee,  up  to  behold  the 
Lord  in  heaven.  If  there  were  never  faving  work  of 
grace  wrought,  but  thou  haft  only  refted  in  duties 
without  Chrift,  now  fell  thyfelf  out  of  all  for  hiin. 
If  there  be  any  that  the  Lord  has  fettled  there  on  -his 
promife  which  never  can  bs  Ihaken,  hold  your  ftedU" 

failnefs, 
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Mners,  but  yet.  flill  grow  in  grace^  and  in  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus. 

SECT,    VIIL 

Ufc  5.  Of  Extort.  WH  long  to  be  with  the  Lord 
}efiis.  Before  a  man  has  Chrift,  now  his  defires 
ihould  be  to  have  him;  when  be  has  Chrid,  now.hia 
longiog  iliould  be  to  be  with  him*  Do^thua  in  this 
place,  cfpecialljr  in  this  age.  I  have  oft  thought  one 
great  end  of  God's  bringing  his  own  people  into  this 
place,  is  to  learn  them  to  die^  and  be  with  Chrift. 
Men  have  heard  of  Chriil,  and  pafied  through  the 
waves  of  death,  and  ilood  many  a  week  within  fi^ 
inches  of  death  to  fee  Chrift  here;  well,  whea  you 
come  here,  Qod  vifits  you  with  troubles,  temptations, 
loiTes,  defertions,  fears  for  future  times  ;  here  it  may 
be  you  fee  (as  fome  fee)  aji  **  end  of  all  perfeftion,'^ 
church-builders,  church-ordinances,  church-profeiForSy 
&c.  or  if  they  find  the  Lord,  it  is  foon  gone;  why  all 
is  that  you  might  long  to  be  at  home. 

Motive  I.  The  Lord  when  he  called  Abraham  out 
of  his  own  country  to  his  friends,  he  followed  the 
Lord  he  knew  not  whither.  *  You  live  now  out  of 
your  ftther's  houfe  and  from  all  your  friends  that  long 
to  fee  you,  nay  are  left  among  enemies,  and  you 
know  whither  you  are  to  go,  "  to  God  the  judge  of 
'*  all,  and  to  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and 
"  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect." 

Motive  2.  Look  but  upon  the  men  of  this  world, 
they  long  for  things  tiere,  though  but  temporal;,  tho* 
they  have  no  Chrilh  O  long  far  this  though  thou  haft 
no  world. 

Motive  3.  When  Chrift  would  needs  go  to  Jerufa- 
1cm,  John  xi.  16.  faith  Thomas,  **  Let  us  go  and  die 
**  with  him,"  and  iliall  not  we  go  to  live  with  him? 

Motive  4.  Did  Mofes  forfake  Egypt's  honours,  trea* 
furesj  and  embraced  the  reproach  of  Chrift  as  far  b#t. 

ter  ? 
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ter?    Oif  God   ffi€»o)df  fet  thee  op  tK  ft  tbrMe;  O 

depart  frjm  it  to  enjoy  the  glory  of  Cbhil  hiiB&if 
ia  glory ! 

Motive  5.  Grant  cleatk  ba  dreadful,  yet  when  £>[- 
diers  fee  their  captain  upoi>  the  walls  among  the  ene- 
mies,  they  w\^  pref^  barH  »frer  to  folUvr^  thosgb  ehey 
die  lA  the  breach.  To^  parrc  whh  fm  is  bitter,  or  ip 
fare  Witb  ChrlR;  but  (a  part  with  the  body  ioca 
time,  and  card  o{F  the  ckthess  tb'n  trill  be  found  to  be 
exceeding  fweet. 

Mothe  6.  Friends  that  fend  to  os,  and  provide  for 
us  in  a  defart  pla::e.  ^e  lofig  Cct  fee  therm.  Nov  who 
has  clothed  thee,  corof^ried,  pardoned,  revivci,  fcuad 
thee,  kept  thee  that  nothing  hath  hurt  thee.^  nay  tbat 
thy  fins^.have  hunibted  thee,  and  done  tbee  gvied :  0 
it  is  Chrift  !  Wilt  thou  mt  fay,  who  and  whMe  is  he 
that  doth  all  this  ? 

Motive  7.  O  confider  hnvi^  g^ad  the  Lord  Jefosr  will 
be  0f  thee,  thoogb  the  world  and  thoo  art  weary  of 
thyfeW,  ZefAk.  iii.  1 7.  Lwkc  x.  rt.  ^  I  tbaak  thee,.  O 
Father  :'*  io  wWt  the  L^d  fay  then* 

Mnmt  f .  Labotrr  fof  aiTarance  that  Chrift  b  thio/s, 
eHe  yoa  wvH  fear  dnth  and  hell  that  &lieva  it,,  ami 
ftich  an  affu-rance  as  does  not  only  chafe  away  vexa- 
tiem  and  aiigoi(h  of  fpirit,  but  fears,  at  leatr  in  tbe 
po^er  of  thetn :  for  th^re  is  many  a  Chridian  cas  fiad 
fh€  propofificm  trac  in  the  word,  **  He  than  cornea  to 
**  Chrift  he  will  b«C  caft  away  ;^  tbe  Spirit  clears 
God^s  work,  and  hia  own.  eaperience,  and  £«ch, 
••  Thou  cwneft  onto  Chrift  ;"*  now  whea  he  comes 
to  tnoke  the  conclufion,  though  ha  dares  not  fin  a- 
galnft  clear  ligt>t  and  ctridence  of  the  Spirit,  and  con* 
elude,  "  Yet  I  Jhall  be  a  caft-away  :'*  yet  he  dares  not, 
nor  cannot  for  a  time  conclude  folly  ;  why  1  becaufe 
•f  (bme  fears,  what  if  I  fhouTd  be  raiftaketi,  and  when 
I  die,  alt  prove  naught  .^  an<i  while  thi^  fe«r  laRs  yoa 
win  not  long  (till  needs  mn{\')  to  be  with  Chrift;  for 
while  yoo  fear  er  fefpe<9:  Chrift  as  zi  enemy,  you 

.  will 


will  not  heartily  love  him,  nor  long  to  be  with  him : 

therefore  get  thefe  fears  removed. 
Qucft.  Hofo  may  this  bef 

Anf.  Rom.  viii.  15,  16.  By  the  Spirit  of  adoption 
only;  for  though  I  do  not  exclude  the  work  of  fanc- 
tified  reafon  from  the  witnefs  of  the  Spirit,  yet  this  I 
fay,  that  all  the  men  in  the  world,  nor  all  the  vvifdona 
and  reafon  of  man  can  never  chafe  away  all  fcara, 
fcatter  ali  raillt,  till  the  Spirit  itfclf  faith,  Peace  and  be 
fiill,  and  pats 'its  hand  and  feal  to  the  evidence;  till 
the  Spirit,  not  by  an  audible  but  powerful  voice,  fliewa 

.  aad  perfwades,  Afts.  xii.  13,  14,  15,  16.  They  had 
been  praying  for  Peter,  Peter  knocks,  the  damfcl 
feith,   Peter  is  their ;    npw  fee   their   unbelief  after 

:  fuch  a  mighty  Spirit  of  prayer,  **  It  is  his  angel,''  fay 
they,  and  could  not  be  p^rfwaded  till  he  came  in  and 
flttved  himftrlf.  So  the  foul  is  praying,  a  man's  owa 
fpirlt  goes  out  and  fees  there  is  more  unbelief  and 
fctr,  fey  no,  it  is  a  delufion :  Well  the  Spirit  ftill 
knocks,  and  the  foul  opens,  and  then  he  comes 
in,  and  the  foul  is  ailoniihed.  And  that  you  may 
have  it,  . 

1.  See  there  be  no  guilr  upon  thy  confcience,  no 
rcferyatign,  love,  liking  to  fome  .luft,  Heb.  x.  ^^• 
For  thefe  fears  are  commonly  the  fruit  of  guilt 
which  is  not  walhed  away,  but  "  by  the  blood  of 
*»  fprinkling." 

2.  Pray  for  the  Spirit,  Pfalm  Ixxxv.  4 — 9.  fay 
they,  1.  **  Turn  us  from^.fm.  2.  Turn  from  thy 
••  wra^  :'•  when  the  Father  is  angry,  then  no  good 
word.  3.  The  end,  "  that  bur  hearts  may  rejoice 
''  in  thee.  4.  Shew  us  mercy."  5.  Then  they  come 
to  liften  after  it;  for  many  times  a  friend  fpeaks  not 
bccaufe  he  has  us  not  alone. 

3.  Mourn  heavily  for.  want  of  it,  Pfal.  li.  8.  and  fo 
look  for  it  in  a  word. 

Miam  2.    Labour  to  partake  of  the  fellowihip  of 

Q.  Chrift'is 
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Chrifl's  rcfarredllon,  elfc  no  defircs  can  be  raiW  tr^ 
Col.  ill.  I,  2.  . 

Quell.  What  is  that  ? 

Anf.  Look,  as  we  then  have  fellovvfliip  with  Chritt, 
and  with  the  charcli  in  niifer.es,  when  we  from  the 
ferious  apprehenfion  of  their  forrows,  condole  and  fuf- 
fer  with  iliera,  fo  with  Chrift  in  glory,  when  from 
ferious  deep  apprehenfions  of  iiis  glory,  we  reign  with 
him,  we  are  rifen  with  him;  for  Jet  a  man  be  affur- 
ed  Chrift  is  not  his,  if  he  '  knows  not  what  the  worth 
and  glory  of  his  fellpwfliip  is,  a  man  will  then  never 
long  to  be  with  him  :  O  therefore  labour  to  coraprc- , 
hend  this  glory  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  that  by  tbefpi- 
rit  of  revelaiion,  Eph.  i.  17,  18.  The  word  reveals 
the  glory  of  faints,  that  there  is  a  kingdom,  'that  they 
(hall  be  *' per  fed  in  one,'*  that  they  fhall  have  that 
glory  the  Father  has  given  to  Chrift,.  John  xvii.  23. 
O  get  the  Spirit  to  ftiew  thee  the  thing  what  this 
is;  elfe  fomething  in  the  world  will  make  you  look 
back;  There  are  falfe  fpies  that  vilify  God's  kingdom 
to  his  faints*  O  fay  it  is  a  good  God,  and  country, 
and  Chrift,  and  mercy,  and  love;  "  let  me  go  up  and 
•*  poffefs  it."  O  get  the  Lord  to  give  thee  but  one 
glirapfe  of  this. 

Thus  much  of  the  firft  verfe. 


CHAP.   Xir.    SECT.   I. 

Sbeviing  that  there  are  Hypocrites  in  the  left  and pureft 
Churches. 

Vcr.  4.  And  five  ofibcm  ivere  vAfi^  and  five  vMrefioUfi, 

FROM  this  fecond  verfe  to  the  fifth  there  is  fet 
down  the  difference  appearing  between  the  vir- 
gins, wherein  the  Lord,  the  fearcherof  Jiearts,  makes 
an  open  difcovery  of  the  particular  cftates  of  thefe  vir- 
gins 
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:  ^Ins,  tor  all  the  bcfl  churches  efpecialljr  to  take  notice 
of»  to  the  fecond  coming  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  Thid 
difference  is'  fet  down, 

1.  Generally,  in  this  2d  veffe. 

2.  Particularly^  in  the  3d  and  fourth  verfes* 

1.  Generally  in  this  verfe. 

^  I.  That  fome  of  them  were  fuicere  and  wife-heairtA 
ed,  to  the  number  of  five* 

2.  Others  of  them  were  foolifh  and  falfe-hearted,  td 
tbe  number  of  five  more*  So  that  the  fum  is  this,  ond 
ia!f  of  them  were  indeed  virgins,  another  half  were 
io  appearance  virgins j  the  one  part  were  virgins  ia 
the  fight  of  God,  who  faith  they  are  wife ;  the  other 
"Were  fo  *in  llie  judgment  of  man,  and  hence  called 
foolifh  ones.  In  this  general  ^elcription  therefore  of 
thetn,  we  may  note, 

^'CA»  Their  defcription,  from  the  number  of  each 
fort,  viz.  five. 

Secondly,  From  .their  different  qualities  or  qualifica- 
tions, holy  wifdom  or  prudence  in  the  one,  finful  fol- 
ly in  the  other.  He  does  not  fay  five  were  holy  and 
five  profatie  ;  five  were  friends  to  the  Bridegroom, 
five  were  perfecutors  of  him,  but,  "  Five  were  wife^ 
*' and  five  were  foolifh."  Why,  the  virgins  are  de* 
fcribed  by  the  number  of  ten,  I  fpake  before,  either  be- 
c^iut'e  it  was  a  perfefl  number,  and  fo  fignifies  the  eftate 
of  all  virgin-churches;  or  becaufe  it  was  the  cuftom  not 
to  exceed  the  number  of  ten,  to  honour  them  at  their 
marriage.  Now  why  five  of  them  were  wife,  and  five 
foohfli,  as  though*  the  one  half  of  them  only  were  fin- 
cere,  the  other  falfe,  this  feems  to  carry  the  face  of 
truth;  but  I  am  fearful  to'rack  and  torment  parables, 
^'herein  I  chiefly  lock  unto  the  fcope,  and  that  is  this, 
That  not  one  or  two  but  a  great  part  of  them  were  fin- 
<cre,  and  a  great  part  of  them  falfe.  And  hence  the 
oWenratioris  o«t  of  thefe  words  are  thefe,  omitting 
all  the  reft. 

Obfemf*  i.  That  when  the  churches  of  Chrift  Jefud 
Q^  i  prove 
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prove  virgin  churches :  and  are  moll  pure,  yet  cvca 
then  there  will  be  feme  fccret  hypocrites  that  IhaH 
mingle  themfelvcs  with  them*  Or,  there  will  be  a 
number  of  hypocrites,  mingling  tlierafelves  with  the 
pureil  churches, 

Obfcrv.  2.  That  .when  the  churches  are  virgin- 
churches,  the  liypocrites  in  thofe  times  will  be  evan- 
gelical. Or,  The  fecret  hypocrites  of  pure  churches 
are  evangelical. 

Obferv.  3.  That  there  are  certain  fpecial,  faving 
qualifications  of  heart,  whereby  ariles  a  great  internal 
difference  between  fincere-hearted  virgins  and  the 
clofcll  hypocrite. 

Obfcrv.  4.  That  the'fpring  or  one  main  principle  of 
evangelical  finccrity  or  hypocrify>  lies  in  the  under- 
ilanding  or  mind  of  man. 

S  E  G  T.    IT. 

Obferv.  .1.  X  HAT  there  is  and  will  be  a  mixture 
of  clofe  hypocrites  with  the  wife-hearted  virgins  in  jhc 
pureft  churches. 

This  I  might  manifeft  out  of  feveral  fcripturcs^ 
from  feveral  times.  Look  but  upon  Jofias's  time, 
where  there  was  as  great  a  reformation  as  under  any 
king  before  him,  2  Kings  xxiii.  25.  Yet  Jer.  iii.  10. 
and  iv.  3,  4.  Look  on  the  apolUe's  time,  and  what  a- 
poflacy  afterward.  The  apoftle  complained  of  it, 
**  Every  one  feek  their  own,'*  Phil.  ii.  21.  "  Many 
*' walk,"  &c.  Phil.  iii.  18,  19.  Whom  he  could  itot 
think  on  *'  without  tears. '*  The  myftery  of  iniquity 
began  to  work  even  then. '  Chrift  raanifefts  this  by 
divers  parables,  Mat.  xxii.  14.  **  Many  are  called,** 
and  fo  called  as  to  come  in,  and  fo  fit  and  not  to  be 
known,  till  the  Lord  looks  on  them..  And  h^re  the 
wife-hearted  could  not  difccrn  and  keep  out,  bat  o- 
pened  the  door  for  the  five  foolifli.  •  Look  as  it  is  fsid^ 
Job  i.  6.     **  There  was  a  day  the  fons  of  Ctod  pre- 

"fedtcd 
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"  iented  themfel\rc3  before  the  Lord,  itnd  Satan  came 
^*  in  alfo;"  fo  here.  I  fhall  not,  do  not  fpeak  of  e« 
very  particular  church,  but  of  the  Uate  of  the  church- 
es in  general.  For  it  is  poffible  there  may  be  a  Phila- 
delphia, *'  a  new  Jerufalem  which  comes  down  from 
*'  heaven,"  a  *'  golden  foundation,"  and  for  a  time 
"  no  hay  nor  ftubble  built  upon  it:"  But  this  is  rare, 
and  not  ufual  nor  general. 

SECT.     HI. 

Reofon  I.  JL  ROM  Satan,  tltc  ancient  enemy  of  ihc 
purity  of  the  church;  he  being  an  unclean  creature 
himfelf,  if  he  could  he  would  make  heaven  itfelf  un- 
clean; but  that  is  beyond  his  re^ch;  hence  he  feeka 
to  make  heaven  on  earth*  unclean ;  hence  he  will  get 
into  paradife,  and  if  he  cannot  come  in  the  fbape  of 
a  roan,  yet  in  that  of  a  ferpent  to  beguile  and  pollute 
innocency  there:  He  will  follow  Chrift  into  the  wil- 
dernefs,  and  tempt  him  there,  and  hence  will  feek  to 
get  into  churches,  to  pollute  them:  And  if  he  can- 
not pollute  the  church  by  unclean  ordinances,  he  will 
then  fe^k  to  defile  it  by  unclean  perions,  Matth.  xiii. 
25.  The  tares  be  in  Judea  like  the  wheat,  yet  indeed 
annoy  the  wheat.  And  how  come  they  there?  They 
are  fown  there,  /.  e.  hid  for  a  time,  and  mingled,  and, 
die  there  ^00  :  Who  does  this  ?  Why  the  enemy 
did  it,  fo  that  Satan  will  do  it.  If  there  be  a  devil  in 
the  church,  he  will  fow  his  tares. 

ObjeSl.     But  we  fee  him  not. 

Anf.  ^  No,  it  is  therefore  faid  **  he*  went  away,"  his 
care  is  over,  now  they  are  fown.  Look  as  it  is  the 
Jefuits  policy  at  this  day,  the  end  of  their  d^der  is  to 
raife  up  the  collapfed  ruins  of  Rome,  and  to  bring  all 
Chriftendom  (and  if.  it  be  poffible  all  the  world)  to 
the  hellifli  bondage  and  blind  obedience  of  the  Sec  of 
Rome.  Hence  fome  kingdoms,  becaufc  they  cannot 
cooquer  them  by  power,  they  feek  to  do  it  by  craft; 

0^3  hence 
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hence  they  feek  to  lay  their  leaven,  and  make  their 
party  within,  from  whom  they  may  have  intelligence^ 
and  hence  they  fliall  do  well  enough  with  them:  So 
Satan  feeking  the  ruin  of  the  church,  fceks  to  make 
his  party  within  the  church,  for  one  of  thefe  three  ends 
chiefly.     ^ 

1.  Either  that  he  may  divide  the  church,  that 
\vh*eu  any  error  fliall  be  hatched,  he  may  have  bis 
party  to  maintain  it,  and  his  failion  to  plead  for  it. 
Or,  ; 

2.  That  he  may  corrupt  it,  if  he  cannot  divide  it, 
that  the  tares  may  fuck  out  the  heart  and  life  and  pow- 
'cr  of  godliriefs  in  the  hearts  of  the  cltS;  for  you 
know  it  is  not  the  briar  but  the  ivy  that  fucks  out  the 
life  and  fap  of  the  tree,  and  it  is  not  prophane  prick* 
ing  perfecutors,  but  feeming,  friends  to  the  church, 
that  fuck  out  the  heart  and*  life  of  it.  It  was  not  Je- 
roboam's greatncfs,  but  the  old  prophet's  gravity  and 
feeming  piety  that  fucked  out  the  fpirit  and  fap  of  the 
young  prophet,  i  Kings  xiii.  That  fo  by  this  lililc 
leaven  he  may  defile  the  whole  lump,  and  fo  provoke 
wrath  again  (I  them  all. 

3.  If  he  cnnnoc  do  either,  yet  that  he  may  blur  and 
ftain  the  glory  of  the  church  :  For  the  greatell  glory 
in  the  world  is  to  fee  a  temple  built,  not  of  fiones,  or 
gold,  or  pearl,  but  of  living  precious  faints,  holy  to  ihc 
Lord  only  and  his  Son,  and  the  fijht  of  which  in  hea* 
yen  fliall  be  one  part  of  the  glory  in  heaven.  Iltnce 
Satan  will  do 'what  he  can  to  blur  it;  that  though  tiic 
greateft  glory  God  has,  fliines  in  his  church,  yet  thaC 
he  may  blur  it :  And  hence  Jude  fairh,  "  Some  that 
^*  crept  in  unawares,  were  fpots  in  their  fealts."  And 
2  Pet.  ii,  2.  '*  By  reafon  of  whora  the  way  of  truth 
♦*  fliall  be  evil  fpoken  of." 

Reafon  2.  From  the  olllcers  chiefly  of  a  church, 
who  when  they  fliould  be  full  of  eyes,  as  they  are  de- 
fcribed.  Rev.  iv.  And  thefe  eyes  fliould  be  ever 
watching,  they  arc  then  flccping,  Matth.  xiii.  jj.  For 
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il  is  not  the  having,  fo  much  as  the  aftihg  of  grace 
that  helps  men  10  read  and  Underlland  the  book  of 
the  fcriptures,  and  the  book  of  men's  hearts  and  lives, 
.  2  Pet.  i.  9.  Hence*  in  afflidion  and  temptation  we 
know  the  Lord,  and  his  mind,  and  our  own  hearts, 
and  the  world  beft :  When  Jonathan  eats  the  honey, 
**  his  eyes  are  open."  Now  Ibmetimes  the  watchmen 
are  not  afting,  or  watching,  but  fleeping,  and  hence 
Cboi'e  are  taken  for  wheat,  that  indeed  are  but  tares* 
The  book  has  a  fair  fuperfcripiion  or  frontifpiecc,  and 
they  fo  flecpy  they  do  not  read  it  through,  and  fo  ci- 
ther fee  no  fault  at  all,  or  if  any,  they  be  but  errata 
in  the  printing,  and  .weakneffes  to  be  born^ith»  or 
if  they  do,  yet  the  man  is  commended,  and  has  a  name 
to  live  when  indeed  he  is  dead,  and  fo  this  ferves  the 
turn,  and  though  he  comes  in,  yet  they  Ihall  do  well 
enough  with  him,  though  indeed  they  herein  have  but 
a  wolf  by  the  ears. 

Reafon  2.  'In  regard  of  hypocrites  themfelves,  who. 
Hiuft  be  like  themfelves,  ever  to  a£t  for  their,  own  ends; 
for  they  ever  have  an  evil  eye;  now  it  makes  for  their 
ends,  to  join  themfelves  to  the  purefl  churches  of  the 
Lord  Jefus. 

1.  Sometimes  it  malces  for  their  honour :  Hence 
you  know  the  church  of  Sardis  loll  her  power  of  life, 
for  that  is  a  burden;  yet  kept  their  name  to  live,  for 
that  is  an  honour.  For  if  men  live  out  of  church  fel- 
lowlhip,  that  is  a  great  ftiame,  and  now  they  have  lit- 
tle love  from  faints;  indeed  the  wicked  may  honour 
ihera,  but  what  is  that  to  the  honour  of  the  whole 
church?  Who  would  think  Saul  ihould  have  cared 
for  Samuel,  that  dealt  fo  plainly  and  Iharply  with 
him?  Yet,  **  O  honour  me  before  this  people;" 
that  is  the  bufinefs.  -  There  are  many  excellent 
gifts  Chrift  pours  down  upon  his  church:  "  Simon 
"  believes  alio,*'  Afts  viii.  and  would  give  any  mo- 
ney for  thofe  gifts,  that  he  might  be  wondered  at  as 
tc  was  before,     A  man  feeing  other  gifts,   and  the 

(^  4  love 
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love  they  have  thereby,  even  a  Simon  tt^y  defire  foch 
gilts,  and  a  mighty  power  of  grace  to  animate  thole 
gifts,  and  would  give  any  mooey  for  tbia,  that  he 
jnay  be  wondered  at.  Some  refined,  polilhed  fpirits, 
fcorn  honour  of  bafe  men;  and  hence  fiih  for  it  eUi> 
where. 

2.  Their  gain;  it  is  ftrange  that  Jodas  follows 
Chrift  for  the  bag,  that  was  fo  poor,  yet  he  did^  un- 
til be  faw  after  three  years  and  a  half  waiting,  fo  little 
came  in.  So  it  is  Grange  that  men  fliould  feek  to 
join  poor  churches  for  that,  yet  they  do  and  will,  fo 
long  as  they  have  any  lots  to  give,  or  purfes  to  lend, 
or  hearji  to  take  care  and  provide  for  thofe  that  are 
joined  to  them.  You  (hall  have  many  poor  Chriftian 
men,  but  be  kind  and  bduntiful  to  them,  you  may 
lead  them  into  any  errors,  catch  them  at  your  plea- 
fure  with  a  fdver  hopk,  until  they  fee  their  gain 
grows  little,  and  refpe£l  lefs,  and  then  they  fall  off. 

3.  Their  comfort  for  union  to  the  ^ihurch  of  God, 
X.  Covers  their  fm  and  hides  it  from  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  Thieves  walk  Without  fufpicion  in  true  mctd 
companies,  and  thus  they  make  the  '^  houfe  of  pray- 
**  er  a  den  of  thieves,"  and  this  is  fome  comfort. 
For  hypocrites  they  can  carry  it  cleverly  that  none  fee, 
though  God  fee  it  is  no  matten  It  will  not  be  thoi^t 
that  a  member  of  a  church  dares  do  fuch  a  wicked- 
nefs,  yet  fo  it  is  fometimcs.  a.  Comforts  their  cod- 
fcience  in  their  iin;  men  love  their  lulls,  but  What, 
DO  refpeflt  to  ordinances  of  Chrift  ?  yes,  arid  fo  coo- 
fcience  is  quiet,  and  fin  lives  too,  Jer.  vii.  3.  Bc- 
canfe  there  is  much  comfort  in  God's  ordioancea,  and 
in  attending  on  God  there,  not  only  verbal,  but  the 
vifible  gofpel  is  fweet,  the  facramcnts :  hence  they  join 
themfelves  as  in  John's  miniftry,  "  You  rejoiced  for 
*^  a  feafon,''  not  only  in  Chriil,  but  in  communion  of 
faints,  efpecially  in  dangerous  times,  that  a  man  feari 
the  judgements  of  Grod  will  come  on  thofe  places  where* 
ever  they  live  without  them.  And  now  they  are  quiet 

when 
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when  got  into  the  cities  of  the  Levites,  from  the  pur* 
ftter  of  blood. 

Reafon  4.  In  regard  pf  the  faints  themfclves. 

jFi>/>,  There  ia  Teen  many  tiroes  a  divine  majeftjr 
and  excellency  in  them,  which  has  a  drawing  Tirtoe 
with  it^  that  many  out  of  refpeft  to  that,  clofe  with 
them,  as  Gen«  xxvu  27,  28.  God  makes  Balaam  to 
ice  IfraePs  glory  in  his  tents,  and  be  cannot  curfe  (if 
be  might  have  aH  the' world)  but  mud  blefs  them. 

Secondly^  There  is  much  charity,  which  thinks  no 
evil,  that  where  they  fee  evils,  tfaey  cover  them,  where 
there  is  bat  little  good  appearing,  they  hope  there  is 
more  than  they  fee,  tlio  *' king's  daughter",  being 
•*  aU  glorious  within." 

Thirdly^  There  is  a  fpirit  of  humility  in  them,  to 
think  that  others  appear  far  better  than  themfehres, 
until  God  difcovers  them,  efpecially  in  that  they  are 
yet  un  fettled. 

Fourthly^  A  fpirit  of  defire  to  bare  all  as  near  the 
Lord  as  they  can,  and  though  there  be  evils  .in  them, 
yet  they  hope  that  will  make  them  better. 

Reafoti  5-  From  the 'Lord  himfelf :  .who  has,  • 

Firft^  Referved  this*exa£t  fcparation  as  one  part  of 
his  own  glory  at  his  fecond  coming:  Then  he  ihall 
ieparate  fiieep  and  goats. 

S^tondly,  Becaufe  forae  are  very  fcnriccablc  to  hie 
church,  and  fo  to  Chriil,  as  Caput  folhUumy  both  in 
regard  of  outward^  ti^eans  of  fubftance,  and  alfo  with 
edifying  gifts :  hence  into  his  family  he  will  let  them 
come,  being  fervants,  and  like  carriers  that  carry 
tnother's  money  and  wealth  to  him,  and  then  turns 
them  out  of  doors«  . 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  of  a  certain,  real,  yet  not  thorJv 
work  of  the  Lord,  whereby  he  draws  them  to  fome 
feUowfliip  with  the  church,  his  .members,  and  fome 
kind  of  fellowfliip  with  his  Son;  yet  it  not  being  a 
thorow,  effectual,  almighty  drawing  they  prove  un-^ 
feuad,  John  vi.  6^. 

Fourthly^ 
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Fourthly,  That  the  Lord  might  mamfeft  the  excet4- 
ing  greatnefs  of  his  wrath  in  ibme ;  for  Grod's  lad  end 
in  all  the  wicked,  is  to  ihew  the  grbatnefs  of  it^  Rom. 
ix.  21,  22.  yet  in  fome  more  than  others :  and  hence 
raifcs  them  up  in  the  church  to  great  eminency  of 
profeilian,  and  parts,  and  honour,  that  all  the  faints 
alfo  may  admire  God's  grace  to  themfelves  the  more; 
that  when  '^  two  in  the  field,  one  (liall  be  taken, 
"  another  left;"  that  they  Ihould  fit  in  the  fame  feats, 
and  yet  fome  called,  others  left,  and  of  them  that  are 
called,  to  leave  many,  and  love  me;  and  that  men  of 
great  parts,  and  I  a  poor  fimple  one,  to  chuie  foch 
a  bafe  thing,  to  confound  the  wife,  the  mighty.  But 
as  it  is  faid  of  Pharaoh,  what  meant  all  the  miracles? 
all  the  humblings  of  heart  ?  and  yet  he  would  not  let 
them  go :  "  For  this  caufe  have  I  raifed  thee  up,** 
£xod.  ix.  i6.  **  Of  all  that  thou  haft  given  me  (faith 
**  Chrift)  not  one  is  loft,  but  the  fon  of  perdition,  *that 
**  thc.fcripture  might  be  fulfilled.'*     S;^  here. 

SECT.    IV. 

Ufe  1.  A  HIS  ferves  to  clear  us  in  this  countty 
from  a  foul  afperfion  that  is  caft  out  of  the  mouths  of 
pulpits  upon  us,  that  we  hold  the  churches  of  Chrift 
to  have  no  hypocrites  in  them.  We  anfwer,  that 
th'>',  if  hypocrites  could  be  openly  and  ecclcfiaftically 
difcerned,  they  Ihould  not  be  received  in,  nor  kept  in, 
becauie  matter  fit  to  ruin  a  church  are  not  fit  to  make 
a  church  :  yet  we  fay  there  will  be  tares  and  wheat, 
there  wiN  be  chaff  and  corn,  there  will  be  wife 
and  foolifli  virgins,  there  will  be  good  and  bad 
mmgled  together  in  the  churches  until  the  world's 
end. 

Ufe  2.  Of  Advice.  To  the  watchmen  of  the  chur- 
ches :  Nay,  to  all  that  profefs  themfelves  to  be  their 
brethren's  keepers ;  to  all  that  are  wife-hcartcd  virgins, 
not  to  laviftx  your  charity  too  far,   it  is  a  precious 

gtace» 
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frace,  and, you  havc^litile  enough  for  tliem  that  are 
fincere,  but  to  bpar  a  jealous  heart,  and  to  lalK)iir  for  a 
quick  difcerning  eye  to  find  out  them  that  will  min- 
gle tbemfcives  among  you.  This  was  the  commen- 
dation ai\d  honour  of  the  Ephtfians,  Rev.  ii.  2.  I  con- 
fefs  it  is  a  finful  extreme  to  cry  down  all  the  virgins  as 
foolilh  when  there  be  "  five  wife."  Satan  will  feck 
to  break  the  bond  of  broiherly-lovc  by  lowing"  falfe 
reports,  and  horrible  fufpiclons:  and  it  is  ^  hard  thing 
for  a  Paul,  after  the  Lord  has  wrapt  him  up  to  the 
third  tieaven  in  revelations,  not  to  be  puft  up,  and  in 
feeing  hinifelf  at  a  dillance  from  other  men,  not  to 
defpife  and  condemn  them  that  have  not  rifen  fo  high 
ftshe,  efpecially  in  a  difcontented  (pirit  nothing  will 
pleafe  them.  A  falfe  heart  when  he  fees  more  than 
others  as  he  thinks,  now  thinks  highly  of  himfelf,  as 
fome  great  reformer  of  churches  and  world,  efpecial- 
ly if  men  of  ftiallow  heads;  and  hence  do  cenfure 
and  condemn  all  that  do  not  magnify  them,  and  re- 
verence their  judgments,  and  the  dufl  of  their  feet. 
And  yet  it  is  another  finful  extreme  to  fwallow  down 
^»ll  flies  that  be  in  the  cup,  and  to  think  too  charita- 
bly of  every  one  that  does  profefs.  Children  that 
have  no  children  themfelvcs,  will  make  children  of 
tlouts,  and  then  love  them :  and  hence  many  a  foul 
lies  bleeding  to  death,  becaufe  they  have  fuch  tender 
friends  as.  will  not  fearch  them.  And  I  doubt  not 
but  many  in  hell  may  fay,  O  that  I  Ihould  live  a- 
mong  fuch  and  fuch,  and  they  never  deal  faithfiilly 
*ith  me. 

Oi/V<5?t  If  a  man  walk  fairly,  ihould  I  cenfure  him? 

Anf.  No,  but  yet  maintain-  a  holy  jealonfy  over. 
A^,  as  Paul  did  over  the  Galatians  :  This  ftands 
with  love,  as  it  was  with  Job,  chapter  i.  5.  As  it  is 
with  chirurgeons,  it  is  love  to  cut  to  the  quick.  Love 
them  becaufe  they  appear  to  be  Chnil's,  and  are  fo  to 
Jhee,  and  this  fhall  have  a  reward;  but  yet  be  jealous 
in  love,  becaufe  there  may  be  that  hid  v/hich  was  ne- 
ver yet  fecn,  I.  It 
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1.  It  may  be  thou  roayeft  fave  a  fouli  and  they 
will  love  thee;  or  elfe  thou  fhalt  clear  jufiice  by  being 
a  witoefs  againft  them. 

2.  It  is  the  chief  work  for  Ghrift  here,  there  beitig 
BO  profane  ones  among  us,  to  overthrow  the  ling- 
dom  of  bypocrily,  as  well  as  of  civility  and  prafaDi* 
fiefs. 

3.  You  will. fa ve  the  Lord  ji  purging  and  cleanfing 
time;  for  when  Chrill  purges  not  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft  in  his  faints  and  ordinances,  he  will  with  fire. 
Here  I  might  give  rules  for  difcernisg  mens  ipiritSi 
as, 

Firft^  Mark  their  fpeech;  for  "  by  thy.  words  thou 
•*  ihalt  be  julUfied:"  and  many  times  one  word  will 
give  a  light  to  lee  all,  as  in  Simon  Magus:  as  with 
men  in  a  labyrinth,  found  out  by  one  thread. 

Secondly^  Mark  them  that  you  fee  not  grappling 
with  fin  and  temptation;  for  if  we  fee  them  without, 
that  they  are  not  yet  tried,  therefore  obfcrve  them 
here,  here  is  their  trial,  when  time  of  temptaiioa 
comes. 

Thirdly,  Get  thyfelf  to  ftand  at  a  diftance  from  fio- 
ful  men,  from  all  the  worjd;  "  We  know  we  are  of 
"  God,**  I  John  v.  19.  As  men  th^t  are  in  the  wa- 
ter look  only  to  themfelves,  but  {landing  fafe  on  ihorc 
they  fee  others  drowning;  I  fpeak  this  becaufe  I  fear 
the  churches  are  fo  bufy  about  their  own  things,  ihaC 
their  watch  is  not  kept.:  If  they  fee  no  grofs  fin,  then 
all  is  well. 

Ufe  3.  Hence  be  not  offended,  if  you  fee  grieat  ce- 
dars fall,  ftars  fall  from  heaven,  great  profeffors  die 
and  decay:  i.  Do  not. think  they  be  all  fuch.  2.  Do 
not  think  the  eleft  ihall  fall.  Truly  fonic  are  fuch, 
that  when  they  fall,  one- would  think  a  man  truly  fane- 
tified  might  fall  away,  as  the  Arminians  think,  1  John 
ii.  19.  '*  They  were  not  of  us;"  I  fpeak  this  becaufe 
the  Lord  ia  fhaking,  and  I  look  for  greater  apoils* 
fies;    for  God  ia  trying  all  his  friends  through  all 

the 
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the  Chriftlan  world  :  in  Germany,  what  profelEon  was 
there  ?  who  would  have  thought  of  it  ?  The  Lord  who 
derights  to  ma'nifeR  that  openly  which  was  hid  fecretly, 
fends  a  fword,  and  they  fall ;  others  in  other  places 
receive  the  word  with  joy,  the  Lord  fends  perfecution, 
and  fearing  men  more  than  the  filth  of  fin,  and  anger 
of  Ghrift,  they  fall :  others  fland  it  out  thcre»  and 
fuffer  and  venture  thither,'  and  Iffachar-like,  fee  reft 
is  good,  and  crouch  under  their  burdens,  and  fo  thejr 
fall.  Others  have  had  fweetnefs  in  ordinancd^,  the 
Lord  departs,  and  fo  they  fail.  Others  have  corrupt 
hearts,  and  received  the  truth  in  the  form,  not  in  love, 
and  Uo<)d  in  defence  of  the  truth,  not  in  love  of  the 
truth,  the  Lord  lets  error  loofc,  and  they  fall.  WcH, 
never  be  offended  at  this,  I  am  not,  becaufe  I  never 
knew  a  man  fall,  but  he  loved  fome  luft,  and  was  never 
broken  from  fin,  and  although  this  is  not  fcen  when 
they  do  fall,  it  offends  not  me. 

Ufe  4.  O  tliereforc  fearch  your  own  hearts :  whea 
Chrift  faid  utito  his  difciplcs,  *' One  ihall  betray  me: 
**  Lord  is  it  I  ?'*  fay  they  :  fo  when  wot  one,  but  inany. 
Lord  is  it  I  ?  O  many  a  Chrirtiah  lies  fall  afleep,  ne- 
ver comes  to  a  thorough  feorch,  a  ftrift  watch.  Da 
but  confider  this  :^  i.  That  in  churches,  nay  purelt 
churches,  many  ly  hid,  not  difcerncd.  1.  Thoumaycft 
be  one.  3.  If  thou  beeft,  that  of  all  men  living  none 
Ihall  fo  deeply  fink  in  hell.  4.  That  all  .ordinances 
Aall  tend  to  this  end,  and  all  thy  joys,  all  thy  afflic** 
tious :  and -therefore  O  fearch  before  the  Lord  fearch, 
and  fay.  Lord,  as  no  man's  punifliments  and  plagued 
can  be  like  mine,  nor  fins,  if  I  periih,  fo,  if  pardoned, 
loved,  never  any  Ihall  have  fuch  caufe  to  blefs  thee ; 
and  therefore  take  not  up  with  weak  and  groundleft 
hopes,  but  love  that  hand  that  fmites  and  wounds  thee; 
for  this  difcovery  is  to  awaken  thee:  But  you.  have 
fo  much  bufincfs  you  will  not,  cannot,  &c.  Confider 
^hat  a  fearful  thing  it  is  to  be  hung  up  as  for  a  gazing* 
ftock  to  falntSi  ifo  an  everlafting  terror  to  the  damn^ 
Aemfelves.  ,  ^  cuap. 
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CHAP.    XIIL       SECT.   I. 

Containing  a  Difcovery  of  Cofpel-  Hypocrites* 

Obferv,  2.   nPHAT  the  mod   hidden   hypocrite^ 
^    of  tite  pureft   churches  under  the 
gofpeK  are  evangelical  or  g  fpel-hypocrites. 

For  thefe  that  were  foolifli,  were  not  fuch  as  in  ap- 
pearance refted  in  the  law,  or  in  a  covenant  of  works; 
but  they  had  efcaped  thofe  entanglements,  and  n"\r 
were  virgins,  that  plead  their  interell  in»  and  their 
communion  and  fellowfliip,  and  love-knct  with  ChriJl; 
they  hsui  now  their  lamps  ready,  and  made  much  pre- 
paration for  him;  and  they  did  wait  fir  him,  and 
verily  looked  to  have  eternal  fellowfhip  with  him  their 
Beloved,  infomuch  that,  they  took  their  flight  fo  high 
towards  heaven  and  Chrill,  that  they  pafTed  ff.T  a 
tirfie  the  difcerning  of  the  wife :  for  you  miifl  knoir, 
that  where  the  gofpel  comes,  there  are  two  fi^its  uf 
enemies  againft  it, 

1.  Open :  and  thofe  are  your  jufticiaries,  that  fcek- 
ing  to  eftablifli  their  own  righteoufnefs^  and  being 
puffed  up  with  it,  can  with  pretended  gciod  confcien- 
ccs  in  doing  God  fervice,  oppofe  the  righteoufuefa 
of  Gc  d. 

2,  Secret. and  fubtile  enemies,  yet  feeming  friends: 
and  thefe  are  your  carnal  gofpellers,  that  cry  down 
all  their  own  righteoufnefs,  and  cry  up  Chrift,  and 
fee  nothing  in  themfslves,  as  there  is  good  caufe  fo  to 
think,  and  look  for  all  from  Clirift,  and  yet  thefe,  when 
the  Lord  comes  to  fcarch,  are  found  falfe  ;  and  thefe 
are  the  worms  that  grow  in  this  wood,  in  this  build- 
ing, in  thefe  churches.  Thus  it  was  in  Chrifl^s  time, 
the  church  of  the  Jev/s  had  left  their  grofs  idolatriesr, 
yet  this  was  their  ftumbling-ftonc*  they  fought  to 
cdablifh  their  own  righteoufuefs^  and  hence  he  came 

to 
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to  his  own,  and  his  own  received  him  not,  and  hence 
were  cut  off  for  this  their  unbelit:f,  but  others  (divera 
forts  of  them)  did  receive  him,  l»elieved  in  him,  Jobo 
il.  23.  Many  took  hold  on  Chrid,  and  he  took  no 
hold  on  them;  wondered  at  him,  and  entertained  bim» 
when  others  did  rejeft  him,  as  Capernaum  did,  yet 
under  his  woe.  And  thefe  are^the  fpots  of  evange* 
lical  purity,  wens  in  the  bell  bodies  of  the  beft  con- 
(lituted  churches.  Look  but  upon  Chrift*s  own  fa- 
mily, John  vi.  69,  70.  The  difciples  profefled,  when 
others  departed,  **  Lord,  to  whom  fliould  we  go? 
thou  haft  the  words  of  life  ;**  yet  faith  he,  **  I  have 
'*  chofen  you  indeed  to  be  for  me,  but  one  is  a  devil^'^ 
viz.  Judas  the  deacon,  ftood  not  on  his  own  rightc- 
oafnefs,  but  was  for  Chrift,  and  followed  him,  and 
yet  in  this  evangelical  angel  without,  is  a  devkl 
within,  becaufe  he  dill  harboured  his  lulls  within* 
This  the  apoftle  Patil  forefaw,  Adls  xx.  29,  30. 
Some  wolves  without  ihould  come,  and  alfo  fome 
cankers  within  fhould  fret,  that  fliould  draw  many 
difciples  after  them  (»n  a  church  bought  by  Chrift's 
own  blood)  *'  fpeaking  perverfe  things,"  pretending 
to  draw  difciples  aftei:  Chrift,  but  it  is  indeed  after 
therafelves  ;  and  Paul  laments  this,  *'  Many  walk,'^ 
/.  e.  profcfs  Chrift  and  his  crofs,  "  yet  enemies  to  it,'* 
Phil.  iii.  19.  This  Chrift  foretels,  L\ike  xiii.  25,  26* 
Many  feek,  many  knock,  and  at  latt  cry,  **  Lord, 
"Lord,  open;*'  and  in  their  life-time  they  pleaded 
communion  with  Chrift,  yet,  "  Depart  ye  workers  of 
*•  iniquity."  Jude  iv.  certain  men  are  crept  in,  turn- 
ing grace  into  lafcivioufnefs ;  for  this  is  the  very  form 
of  an  evangelical  hypocrite,  in  denying  his  own  righ- 
teoufnefs,  to  eftablifh  his  fin ;  it  is  advancing  Chrift^ 
to  advance  his  luft.  The  Epiftles  of  James  and  John 
are  antidotes  againft  this  kind  of  poifon,  and  I  look 
on  them  as  lamps  hung  up  to  difcover  thefe  men, 
not  but  that  thefe  men  are  indeed  under  a  covenant 
of  works ;   for  tliere  be  but  two  forts  of  men,    and 

two 
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iDTo  ends  of  all  men,  hence  bat  two  covenants  ;  benco 
»thofe  that  are  not  indeed  under  grace/  are  under  the 
lav,  and  under  the  curfe  ;  but  becaufe  the  moft  fub- 
tile  hypocrites  appear  or  feem  to  be  under  ^aoe»  and 
their  external  operations  are  chiefly  cvaogelrcal,  hence 
I  call  them  evangelical  hypocrites. 

SECT.    11. 

Reafon  i.  xN  regard  of  the  power  of  the  word 
and  gofpel  of  life  and  fpirit  in  fuch  churches  :  for  the 
^ofpel  where  it  comes,  as  it  advanceth  the  glorious 
and  everlafting  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  io  it  knocks 
under  foot  all  man's,  as  a  means  fubfervient  to  tbit 
end,  and  it  coming  with  power  and  light,  it'  would  be 
too  grofs  for  hypocrites  to  maintain  life  by  works: 
hence  Ghrift  is  that  which  they  look  unto ;  for  Chrift 
when  he  preached,  not  only  many  •*  believed  becaufe 
••  of  his  miracles,"  but  "  when  they  heard liis  word,'' 
John  viii.  30.  Mat.  xiii.  in  the  parable  of  the  fower, 
the  word  came  with  fo  much  power,  that  they  received 
it  with  jay,  and  did  believe,  biit  fell  by  their  lufts. 
And  look  as  it  is  with  the  fun,  there  comes  light  aod 
heat  with  it,  fo  there  comes, 

r.  Truth  to  the  mind,  and  conquers  the  judgments 
of  hypocrites,  that  there  is  no  life,  good»  righteouf- 
nefs, but  in  Chrift,  nor  falvation  but  by  Chrift, 

2.  There  comes  fome  goodnefs/of  the  gofpel  to 
the  heart,  that  men  hearing  and  feeing  falvation  wrapt 
up  there,  O  that  is  fweet  and  good !  and  hence  their 
alTedibns  and  hearts  are  in  fome  meafure  conquered 
by  the  power  of  the  over^dazzling  truth ;  and  hence 
hypocrites  being  thus  conquered,  partly  being  of  this 
opinion,  partly  tafting  fome  good  of  it,  defire  it  out 
^  of  felf-love,  expeft  it  out  of  felf-delufion,  and  profc6 
themfelves  virgins  out  of  thcfe  principles. 

Reafon  2.  In  regard  of  the  power  of  evangelical 
examples  in  the  five  wife  virgins:  for  look  as  it  is  with 

living 


iWog  raeti  vhcn  the  fun  fliines  tipon  their  licads^ 
tbcjf  call  their  ihadowa  that  follow  them;  fo  when 
the  Lord  Jcfus  Ihines  upon  the  fouls  of  his'  own  peo- 
pte,  almoft  every  honeil  fincere- hearted  man  will  call 
his  fliadow  that  will  be  like  him;  hence  hypocrites 
in  thofe  churches  which  are  commonly  rather  led  by 
example  than  by  rule,  will  be  very  like  them,  and  i* 
niitate  them;  if  they  Ihould  not,  what  cotnmunion 
could  they  have  with  them,  or  what  love  could  they 
receive  from  them?  for  there  is  a  mighty  power  in 
CBiinent  examples  to  overbear  hypocrites,  that  if  they 
will  turn  themfelves  into  any  form,  they  muft  into 
thrire,  as  in  Jooih :  for  there  are  two  things  in  th« 
carriage  of  the  faints, 

1.  There  is  a  condemning  power  in  it;  hence  men 
fear  to  live  unlike  them. 

2.  There  is  a  winning  virtue  in  it,  an  attraftive 
Wrtue;  hence  men  endeavour  to  be  and  live  like 
them,  to  be  of  the  fame  mind,  the  fame  heart  with 
them:  and  hence  others  take  them,  and  they  take 
themfelves  to  be  fincere,  and  hence  they  are  evange-* 
lical  gofpel  hypocrites  that  lie  hid  in  thefe  churches: 
Hence  Ztfch.  viii.  ^3.  "  Many  Ihall  take  hold  of  a- 
**  Jew's  Ikirt,  (I  doubt  not  but  fome  falfe  ones,)  we 
**  bave  heard  God  is  with  you."  And  as  Ghrift, 
when  lifted  up  and  rifen,  fo  faints  draw  hypocrites 

'  to  them. 

^etifon  3,  Becaufe  the  gofpel  brings  the  greateft 
tfid  fweeteil  confolalions  with  it.  Hence  a  man  un- 
<l«r  the  terror  of  the  law,  and  fenfe  of  curie  for  hid 
fiflf  will  make  his^  laft  refuge  hither,  and  hide  him- 
felf  under  the  wing  of  the  gofpel,. not  fo.  much  out 
oflcvc  to  Chrift,  or  gofpel,  but  becaufe  they  ferve 
his  turn,,  and  give  him  cafe.  Like  men  fcorched 
with  heat,  and  almoft  ready  to  die,  the  fliadow  of  a 
tree  is  now  very  comfortable,  and  therefore  there 
^cy  fit;  fo  thefe  :  Or  as  men  with  fcalded  arms, 
^y  put  thcin  into^water,  v/hich  gives  them  eafe,  no 

R  cure ; 


2  j8  ON"  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

cure;  bat  becaufe  it  gives  them  cafe,  there  they  keep 
them,  fo  here  :  Men  have  been  fcalded  with  wrath, 
O  now  gofpel  is   very  fweet,  and  fo  are  eafcdbyit, 
never  cured  by  it.    Therefore  here  you  (hall  hear  tbcffl 
difclaim  all  works,  and  cry  up  grace  only;  where  the 
purell  churches  are,  there   ace   ufually  great  awaken- 
ings, there  God  is   very   near  men,  and  made  moil 
manifeft  .to  mens  confciences,    and  there    are  moft 
foul-plagues,    contempt  of  the   Spirit   of  grace,  and 
hence   moft    dreadful    torments   of   confcience,   and 
fearful  looking  for  of  judgment.     Now  hence  it  comes 
to  pais  when  Ghrift  is  offered,  and  general  notice  given 
to  mens  minds,  that  yet  there  is  hope  and  mercy Ibf, 
great  finncrs;  this  fills  them  with  joy  and  peace,  as, 
John's  hearers,  John  v.  35.  and  hence  they  believe  asj 
the  llony  ground,  that  had  fome  plowing,  and  hence  j 
received  the  word  with  joy  and  believed,  Pfalm  lxvi» 
3.     It  is  a  prophefy  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  And- 1 
chrift  tormented    the  confciences  of  men.    Rev.  ix.j 
Men  have  no  peace   within  nor  without.     Luther  ia^: 
raifed  up,  and  preacheih  the  doStrine  of  free  grace  i 
which  a  world  of  men  looking  to  their  eafe,  others  ia^ 
truth  receive  it;  for  fome   time  before  his  death  he, 
cries  to  God  that  he  may  not  live  to  fee  the  ruins  that 
wore  coming  on  Germany  for  their  contempt,    1hC| 
law  is  the  miniftry  of  death,  the  gofpel   propounds^ 
great  priviledgcs,  with  much  more  fweetnefs  to  Jinners, 
and  hence  hither  men  fly.  I 

Reafon  4.  Becaufe  the  gofpel  yields  thefaireft  colours  ^ 
for  a  man's  floath,  and  ftrongeft  props  for  that.  Hence 
you  fhall  fee  them  walking  in  this  garden.  For  the 
laft  fm  God  conquers  in  a  man,  is  his  floath.  When^ 
the  fwine  have  no  fwill  to  eat,  yet  thou  fliall  find  theiu , 
in  the  mire  of  floath;  this  "  fljiys  the  foolilh.**  Hence  j 
the  bell  hypocrite  will  plead  the  gofpel,  it  is  trouble- 1 
fome  to  the  flefli,  to  bear  a  daily  fenfe  of  the  fins  and  | 
wanxs  of  the  foul.  Hence  you  fliall  fee  Capernaum  re- , 
ceive  Chrift,  and  wonder  at  his  do£lrine;    and  yet 

Chrift 
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Chrifl  upbraids  them,  "  they  repented  not,"  Matth.  xi. 
3^0.    It  is  troublefome,  nay   impoffible  for  a  man  to 
:  break  his  chains  and  get  his  foul  loofed  from  his  lulls, 
and  free  for.  the  Lord.     The  gofpel  fliews  all  fulncfs 
inChrift,  and  that  he  muft  do  all,  a  floathful  falfe 
heart  therefore  clofeth  with  Chrift  as  the  end,  but  ne- 
;  glefts  him  in  the  means.     Why  ?  Chrift  muft  do  all, 
:  fay  they;  and  hence  if  Chrift  do  drop  upon  their  hearts, 
I  Well  and  good;  if  not,  it  is  Chrift's  faulty  he  is  a  hard 
roafter,  that  gathers  where  he  did  not  fow,  and  hence 
I  wrapt  it  up.     A  man's  falfe  heart  is  weary  of  the  yoke 
*  of  Qirift,  and  hence  wdlild  fain  be  eafed  of  it.     Now 
I  ^hc  gofpel  promifeth  liberty  from  the  bondage  and  curfe 
of  the  law,  and  a  floathful  heart  can  find  out  reafons  to 
free  himfclf  from  the  rule  of  it,  as  part  of  Chriftian  li- 
^rty,  "  this  is  our  liberty  in  Chrift  Jefus,"  2  Pet.  ii» 
;  19-  And  they  rejoice  exceedingly  that  the  law  is  dead, 
I  as  they  did,    Rev.  xi.  lo.    for  the  death  of  witnefTes, 
i  becaufe  they  tormented  them :  I  fay  again,  they  rejoice 
[notbecaufe  the  Lord  makes  them  like  himfelf,  and  be- 
^caufe  of  his  image  reftored  by  the  gofpel,  and  becaufe 
^hey  feel  the  power  of  it,  but  becaufe  they  are  free  from 
i  fhc  power  of  it.     It  is  an  old  deceit,  yet  fubtile,  to  re- 
joice, and  love,  and  blcfs  Chrift,  becaufe  he  will  pardon 
fin,  tnough  I  lie  and  live  in  them.     Or  if  they  do  not 
free  themfelves  from  it,    the  gofpel  fliews  the  lajv" 
within  clofing  with  the  law  without,  to  be  an  evi- 
dence the  Lord  will  not  impute  it,  and  that  it  is  not 
^ey  but  fm  in  them.     Hence  a  floathful  heart  will 
continue  in  his  floath,  and  to  eafe   himfelf  of  trouble 
for  fia  and  obedience  too,  fay,   it  is  not  he,  but  fin. 
And  hence   Arminius  makes  a  ftrange  interceffion  of 
Rom.  vii.  becaufe    he  faw  German  profcffors  plead 
that  for  themfelves,    the  Ifraelites  entered  not  into 
Canaan,  unbelief  caufed  it:     And  why  did  that  fhut 
them  out?  O  there  were  walled'towns  and  difficulties, 
•nd  this  was  the  laft  Ihock,  and  hence  they  fell  .off; 

R  2  fo 
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fo  it  is  in  hypocrites  now.     The  fafeft  place  to  lit  «• 
fleep  is  in  Ghrift's  lap. 

Reafon  5.  From  the  mighty  cunning  of  Satan^ 
the  llrength  of  wl)ofe  kingdom  is  made  and  continued 
by  peace,  Luke  xi.  41.  Hence  "  he  wiU  turn  him- 
*'  felf  into  an  angel  of  light,"  and  fuffer  men  to  gold 
Chrift  and  gofpel,  to  avoid  the  fearch,  that  ihcy  xsxf 
be  Chrili's  in  appearance,  and  his  in  deed,  2  Cor.  iv. 
4.  He  has  a  mighty  power  over  men  to  blind  them: 
For  there  be  three  things  which  trouble  men  ufually» 
and  make  them  queftion  their  eftates^  and  the  gofpel 
quiets  and  abfolves  them  from  all. 

1.  CkKifcience,  that  cries  dolefully  fomctiroes, 
thefe  fins  fliall  have  thefe  woes.  Yes,  unlefs  I  be- 
lieve ;p  but  I  believe,  and  truft  to  Chrift,  and  flee  tt 
God's  mercy. 

2.  Miniftry,  that  cries  and  fearcheth  into  the  deep- 
eft  windings  of  men's  hearts,  that  men  cannot  bat  fe« 
that  Chriil  has  eyes  of  flaming  fire  to  fee  through  thcffl- 
Now  hence  men  avoid  tBe  ftroke  and  power  of  tU  nii* 
niftry,  thus  it  is  with  me,  thus  it  will  be  with  roe,  W 
1  believe  and  truft  to  Chrift.  And  hence  men  bctf 
back  like  brazen  walls  all  blows. 

3.  God*8  judgment-feat.  •  What  tho'  men  fee  yM 
not,  yet  God  feeth.  Why,  they  have  finned  the) 
confefs,  but  Chrift  has  fufFered;  they  have  finned 
but  they  truft,  &c.  Micah  iii.  11.  "Is  not  the  Loii 
•'  among  us?'*  Look  as  it  was  with  Joab,  **  he  ratf 
•*  to  the  horns  of  the  altar,'*  yet  there  he  periflicA 
there  he  would  die,  there  was  the  laft  refuge  fifO* 
fearch  and  death,  fo  here. 

SECT."    IIL 

Vfe  1:  Hence  do  not  think  your  eftates  goot 
becaufe  you  look  only  for  juftification  by  Chrift,  as 
look  only  to  Goi's  free  grace,  and  count  of  grace  1 
Chrift.     It  is  a  common  error  for  men  to  think,  fo 
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!ng  Acy  be  of  this  opinion,  only  to  look  for  grace  in 
Chrill,  to  think  that  therefore  their  ellates  are  falfe, 
and  they  are  juftified  by  Chrift,  Why  there  may  be 
fuch  a  power  of  word  and  Spirit  to  conquer  their  judg- 
ments, as  thofe  Papifts  that  have  been  pleading  againll 
it,  have  been  overcome  by  it.  Thou  may  It  receive 
the  notions  of  it  in  thy  head,  but  tlie  power  of  it  never 
imo  thy  heart. 

ObjeS.  I.  But  my  heart  has  been  afFtfted  with  this, 
to  fee  when  my  fins  deferve  death,  yet  there  is  mercy 
for  the  trileft  in  Chrift. 

Anf.  Thou  mayft  tafte  and  joy,  and  yet  fall  off  at 
lail. 

ObjeS.  2,  But  I  h$ive  fellowihip  with  the  Lord  Je- 
fas. 

Anf.  Thou  mayft  eat  and  drink  in  his  prefence,  and 
yet  be  bid,  **  Depart,  1  know  you  not,  a  worker  of 
**  iniquity." 

0bje5l.  3.  But  I  have  "  efcaped  the  pollution  of  the 
"world,'*  2  Pet.  x.  20.  And  that  through  this. know- 
ledge of  Ghrill,  his  love  has  much  moved  qae  to  part 
k'with  ray  fins. 

Anf,  It  may  be  fo,  and  it  may  wafli  thee  from  all 
external  pollutions,   and  yet  thy  fwinifti  nature  re- 
\  main  ftill  hidden  from  thee,  but  ^feen  of  an  all-feeing 
God. 

Objell.  4.  But  I  look  for  Chrift,  and  wait  for  him, 
1  and  defire  him,  and  all  that  jre  wife  think  well  of 
\  me. 

Anf  You  may  do  all  this,  and  yet  you  may   be 

^found    fooliih     for     all     this.       Evangelical     work 

which  is  accompanied  with  falvation  in  fome,  it  may 

l^e  hypocritical  in  thee:  And  therefore  take  heed  you 

do  not  take  ftiews  for  fubfljjnce.     For  look  as  in  the 

gofpel,  God's  utmoft'perfedlion   of  wifdom   and  love 

'  appears,  fo  the   moft  hidden  and  admirable  delufions 

i  of  Satan  are  evangelical.     There  his  power   is  em- 

l  ployed  to  undermine,  and  {o  to  keep   his  head.     O 

R  3  that 
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that  we  could  but  imagine  and  fet  before  our  eyes  the 
amazing  condition  of  fuch  a  man!  whofe  plagues 
fhall  be  made  wonderful,  that  has  been  troubled  with 
fin  a  long  time,  at  lall  looks  to  Chrift,  and  there  reds, 
and  fo  hears  all  fermons,  and  there  (lill  fieeps,  and 
confiders  often  that  his  ways  are  evil,  but  never  fuf- 
pe£ts  his  faith  to  b6  evil,  tiien  he  comes  to  die,  and 
then  looks  for  Ghrift;,  at  laft  the  wick  or  fnuff  dies, 
and  fun  fets,  and  darknefs  approaches,  and  then  fud- 
denly  flips  into  hell,  where  he  fees  Ghrift  and  faints 
afar  off:  And  what  has  deceived  them  ?  O  their  faith 
has  deceived  them,  to  fee  Ghrift  fliakiYig  them  off  as 
duft:  O  they  wifli,  O  that  I  had  known  or  feared  this 
before !  and  will  you  not  fear  now?  As  for  you-  pro- 
fane ones,  that  can  fcofF,  and  drink,  and  break  fab* 
baths,  and  live  idly,  your  judgment  is  writ  upon  your 
fore-heads :  but  O  take  heed  you  that  have  efcaped 
thefe  pollutions,  left  you  deceive  yourfelves  here.  To 
ihew  you  that  deceit  particularly,  it  is  not  my  time 
yet,  but  go  alone  and  think  fadly  of  it,  I  may  look 
for  juftification  by  Ghrift,  at\d  wait  for  Ghrift,  and 
yet  perifli.  O  let  me  be  fure  I  gee  fuch  a  faith  as  will 
not  deceive  me  here:  Should  not  a  man,  you  will  fay, 
truft  Ghrift?  Yes,  when  you  can  in  truth;  but  thy 
truft  may  be  but  prefumplion. 

Ufc  2.  Take  not  up  therefore  every  opinion  and 
doftrine  from  men,  or  angel,  that  bears  a  fair  flie«r 
of  advancing  Ghrift;  for  they  may  be  but  the  fruits 
of  evangelical  hypocrif^r  and  deceit,  that  being  dcceiv- 
.  ed  themfelves,  may  deceive  others  too ;  Matth.  vii.-iS- 
•*  Beware  of  them  that  come  in  flieep's  clothing,"  i^ 
the  innocency,  purity,  and  meeknefs  of  Ghrift  and 
his  people,  *'  but  inwardly  are  wolves,  proud,  cruel, 
**  fenforious,  fpeaking  evil  of  what  they  know  not,  by 
"  their  fruits  you  Ihall  Tcnow  them."  Do  not  tbinJd 
beloved,  that  Satan  will  not  feek  to  fend  dclufiona 
among  us;  .  and  do  you  think  thefe  delu^ons 
will  come  out  of  the  popifti  pack,  whofe  inventions. 
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fmcU  above  ground  here  ?  No,  he  rauft  come,  and 
wiil  come  with  more  evangelical  fine-fpun  devices. 
It  is  a  rule  obferved  among  Jcfuitcs  at  this  day,  if 
they  would  conquer  religion  by  fubtilty,  never  oppofe 
religion  with  a  crofs  religion,  but  let  it  againfl  itielf; 
fo  oppofe  the  gofpel  by  the  gofpel :  and  look,  as  chur- 
ches pleading  for  works^  had  new  invented,  devifed 
works;  fo  when  faith  is  preached,  men  wiil  have  their 
new  inventions  of  faith  ;  1  fpeak  not  this  againft  the 
dodrine  of  faith  where  It  is  preached,  but  am  glad 
of  it;  nor  that  I  would  have  men  content  themfclves 
with  every  form  of  faith  ;  for  I  believe  that  moft  men's 
faith  needs  confirming  or  trying,  but  I  fpeak  to  prevent 
danger  on_  that  hand.  For  it  was  that  which  Chrift 
did  foretel,  Matth.  xxiv.  24.  •*  Many  falfe  Chrill's 
**  fliould  arife,''  1.  e.  fuch  as  fliould  mifapply  Ghril}, 
that  had  a  fpirit  for  Ghrift,  which  was  a  I'pirit  againll 
Chrift,  and  would  "  deceive,  if  it  were  pv  flible,  ihs 
*'  very  ele6l  ;'*  for  coming  with  Chrill's  Spirit,  they 
dare  not  oppofe  them,  lelt  they  cppofe  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift;. the  only  remedy  is  to  hiild  to  Chrill's  word, 
and  not  depart  one  hair's  breadth  from  it,  Rev.  iii.  10. 
and  to  a  word  well  underftood,  and  then  difpute  no 
raore.  Satan  comes  to  Eve,  and  bids  her  e?.t;  no, 
God  forbid,  yet  eat  to  be  like  gods ;  he  dazzled  her 
with  that  which  was  not :  Now  Ihe  fell.  Take  the 
troth  from  v/hat  the  word  faith,  and  depart  not 
from  it. 

VJe  3.  Here  fee  the  dreadful  eftate  of  all  them  that 
be  found  falfe-hearted  in  the  purell  churches,  and  that 
in  thefe  three  refpefts. 

^'V^i    That  they    fliould   fo  horribly  forfake   and 

Wafpheme   the  name  of  God,   to   make  the   glorious 

gofpel  of  God,  and  all  the  fweet  doflrines  of  grace  a 

t'cover  for  their  hypocrify  and  fm,   as  indeed  it  is  ;   for 

l^'cre  it  not  for  this,  they  might  be  found  out  in  their 

R  4  fins, 
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fiBS,  bat'now  they  are  beyond  the  difcovcry  of  all  met 
or  means. 

Sc-condlyj  That  they  fhould  be  fo  lamentably  forfak- 
en  of  God,  as  to  be  left, 

I.  To  the  mod  fubtile  and  fpiritual  hypocrify  in  the 
world,  which  being  moll  crofs  to  God,  fiiall  receive 
moft  fierce  and  iearching  wrath.  For  as  divines  fay 
of  Ghrift,  he  was  forfaken  in  foul,  becaufe  man  had 
finned  with  his  fbul:  fo  God's  wrath  will  fcarch  deep 
in  their  hearts,  whofe  hearts  have  guilefully  departed 
from  the  Lord. 

a.  That  he  ftiould  lead  them  fo  far,  find  yet  in  tht 
main  forfake  them  ;  O  this  is  heavy  wrath,  for  a  man 
to  be  led  in  the  day-light  of  the  gofpel,  almoft  to  the 
end  of  his  jourtiey,  and  at  lad  the  fun  fets,  and  he  left 
to  wilder. 

Thirdly  ^  In  regard  of  the  cries  of  the  very  gofpel  iN 
felf  againll  them.  O  that  the  precious  gofpel  of  God» 
coming  with  fo  much  peace,  love,  grace,  mercy,  flioald 
win  them  to  be  hypocrites,  but  never  to  be  friends. 
Beloved,  as  there  is  vengeance  of  the  law,  and  of  the 
temple,  fo  there  is  vengeance  of  the  gofpel,  when  the 
foul  Ihall  be  drawn  before  the  tribunal  of  Ghrift,  and 
Ihall  ftand  there  quskincr,  all  fins  fet  in  order  before 
you,  and  your  mouth  Ihall  be  ftopped.  What  fay  you 
then  for  your  life?  O  grace  and  mercy  Lord,  O  now 
fnall  the  gofpel  come  forth  and  fi^y,  all  this  I  did,  I 
fpake,  I  llrove,  I  comforted,  1  terrified,  and  yet  ho 
hath  oppofed  the  Lord,  and  me ;  he  hath  made  a  co- 
ver for  all  thefe  evils,  and  therefore  Lord  let  him  never 
be  comforted  more,  John  iii.  19.  O  Chrifl  hath  hea- 
vy things  againft  thcfe  times,  that  take  light  of  the 
gofpel  to  fee  to  commit  their  fin  by!  And  therefore 
lament  your  prefent  eftatee,  you  that  know  yourfelves 
naught,  never  yet  drawn  to  Giiriif,  never  yet  hum- 
bled at  the  feet  of  Ghrift ;  and  look  up  to  tlie  Lord, 
whatever  mifery  he  inflidts,  not  to  fulfer  thee  to  be 

deceived 
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deceived  here;  not  only  to  have  fuch  a  faith  as  may 
citch  hold  on  Chrift,  but  he  on  tliee,  and  come  unto 
the  light  to  manifeft  the  hidden  cnmify  there.  Ncvef 
was  yet  man  deceived,  but  he  that  was  willing  to  be 
deceived,  that  would  not  ufe  the  means,  and  i'earch. 

-     SECT.     IV. 

Vfc  4.  -TTlLL  you,  therefore,  that  live  under  the 
light  of  the  gofpcl,  confider  if  it  doch  not  nearly  con- 
cern you  to  fearch  and  try  yourfclves,  whether  you, 
or  feme  of  you  may  not^bc  evangelical  hypocrites; 
the  time  is  coming  that  you  fliall  fland  before  the  tri- 
bunal of  CJod,  wherein  the  hidden  things  of  darkneft 
fcall  be  brought  forth  to  light,  and  it  will  be  too  late 
to  know  yourfelves  then :  O  therefore  fearch  now* 
No  man's  mifery  will  be  fo  great  as  this,  if  your  heart 
be  found  falf^.  I  fhall  fpeak  in  a  manner  but  gene* 
rally  now. 

Sign  1.  Thofc  that  do  believe,  and  yet  foil  in  re- 
{jpedtof  the  efficient  caufe  of  faith,  it  never  had  the 
right  maker,  never  came  out  of  the  right  Ihop,  nor 
fiiint,  it  was  never  a  faith  of  God's  making,  but  a 
faiih  of  your  own  making ;  fo  that  it  is  a  bafe  baf- 
tard  faith,  that  though  it  be  born  in  the  houfc»  it 
fliall  never  poffefs  the  inheritance,  becaufe  it  was 
sever  begotten  of  the  right  father,  the  Lord  never 
wroujjht  it,  but  themfclves ;  for  many  a  man  is  con- 
vinced by  the  law,  and  fpirit  of  bondage,  that  he  mull 
die,  and  that  he  is  a  nloll  grievous  iinner,  and  that 
when  he  has  done  all,  he  is  unprofitable,  but  yet  he 
trufls  to'Chrift,  and  Gcd's  mercy,  and  fo  believes,  he 
inds  no  great  difficulty  in  this,  nor  no  great  need  of 
the  almighty  pf)vver  of  the  Lord  to  work  this,  and  all 
»en  living  fhall  never  nrake  hira  think  but  that  he 
dots  heartily  and  truly  believe :  but  aflc  him,  H»ve 
you  no  doubt  of  your  cftate,  and  of  Chrill's  not  tak* 
ing  hold  of  you  when  you  take  hold  of  him  ?  Yes, 
,  but 
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but  feeing  be  has  been  troubled  about  hU  eftate,  and 
repented  of  his  fin  (in  his  fa(hion)  and  reformed  him- 
feif  and  family,  and  loves  the  belt  things,  he  believes 
ivichout  quedion^  and  fo  mifapplies  promifes  to  him« 
felf,  never  feeling  a  need  of  the  revelation  and  dona- 
tion  of  Jefus  to  him  by  the  Fattier^  and  thus  the  Lord 
finds  this  man  a  Chrill,  and  this  man  finds  the  Lord 
a  faith^  and  the  Lord  Jefus  redeems  this  man  by  price, 
and  this  man  redeems  himfelf  by  power,  .and  fo  the 
Father  fhall  have  f  mie  glory  for  providing  a  Saviour, 
Chrill  fliall  have  fome  glory  for  paying  a  price,  and 
the-  Spirit  of  Glirift,  which  only  can  draw  to  Chrift, 
Ihall  lofe  His  glory ;  and  fo  this  man  may  take  it  to 
himfelf.  And  is  this  goad  think  you  i!  CoL  ii.  12. 
•*  Rifen  with  Chrift,  through  faith  iof  the  operation 
"  of  God."  1  Pet.  i.  3.  The  fame  power  that  raifed 
Chrift  from  the  dead,  mutt  raife  you  to  a  lively  hope. 
Mat.  xxii.  I,  2,  3.  One  man  came  from  his  hedges 
and  high-ways  to  the  feaft  of  the  promife  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  gofpel,  till  the  Lord  faw  him  without 
Chrift ;  but,  John  vi.  64,  65.  unlefs  the  Father  re- 
veals Chritt's  face,  the  Father  perfuades  thee  of 
Chrift's  love,  you  can  never  come  to  Chrift :  mca 
know  not  thy  hypocrify,  fhou  doft  not,  but  Jefus  doth; 
and  what  good  will  thy  faith  do  thee  then  ?  It  was 
a  fweet  fpeech  of  Chrift,  **  Thy  faith  has  faved 
thee."  O  heavy,  when  it  ftiali  be  faid,  Thy  faith 
has  damned  thee  !  that  which  I  thought  to  be  the  way 
of  life,  is  the  way  of  death:  truly  fo  it  will,  if  yo\x 
do  not  fetch  it  out  of  heaven. 

Si^n  2.  Thofe  that  do  believe,  but  they  fail  in  the 
objea,  /.  e.  they  clofe  with  Chrift,  but  they  knowr 
not  who  he  is :  that  as  the  woman  of  Samaria,  that 
had  fome  lookings  to  the  Mefllah,  ihe  did  worfhip 
whom  flie  knew  not :  fo  n>en  believe  in  one  whom 
they  know  not,  only  have  heard  the  fame  of.  For 
there  are  two  things  in  the  gofpel:  i.  The  outward 
words  and  letters.     2.  The  things  contained  in  thofe 

words  i 
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words  :  Hence^  there  is  a  double  knowledge  of  Chrift» 

1.  A  fantacy  knowledge^  as  a  man  thai  hears  of  any 
thing  abfent,  prefently  fancies  the  tbing  in  his  head* 

2.  There  is  an  intuitive  knowledge,  whereby  tha 
*  fool  doth  not  only  fee  words  and  fancies,  but  beholds 

the  things  themfclves  :    Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that ' 
many  a  man  hearing  the  fame,  and   receiving  the 
fancy  of  Chrill,  believes  in  him/  but  not  feeing  him 
as  he  is,  therein  he  believes  in  one  whom  he  knows 
not :    and  hence  the  Lord  Jefus  may  be  a  hid  thing 
to  many  a  man,  and  the  gotpel  a  fealed  book,  though 
he  lives  and  remains  in  the  very  light  of  the  fun,  and 
that  all  his  days :  Hence  Cliriil  laments  Jerufalem, 
**  O  that  thou  hadll  known,  but  now  hid,  hid  ;'*    and 
yet  Chrift  preached.     Yes,   Deut  xxix.   4.  **  You 
**  have  heard  and  feen,  and  yet  the. Lord  has  not  giv- 
^^  en  a  heart  to  fee  to  this  day  ;"   fo  it  is  with  many 
a  foul,  you  have  heard  with  your  ears  the  great  thinj;a 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  yet  the  Lord  has  not  given 
you  eyes  to  fee ;   you  have  feen  deliverances  on  fea, 
yet  the  Lord  has  not  given  you  hearts  to  underftand : 
and  if  fo,   all  your  faith  is  naught,  and  profeilion  and 
affedion  vile,  and  eftatea  miferable,   2  Cor.  iii.  i8. 
**  Ail  we  with  open  face,"  &c. 

Objeil.  But  many  fee  it  not  fa. 

Anf,  I  confefs  fome  may  fee  more  darkly,  and  be 
Mourning  under  it,  yet  he  that  doth  not  in  part,  he 
to  whom  it  is  hid,  2  Cor.  iv.  3,4.  is  one  of  them  that 
be  loft,  whoTe  **  eyes  Satan  has  blinded,"  John  vi.  45. 
**  He  that  has  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father :" 
Many  hear,  but  never  learn  of  the  Father ;  hence 
never  come  truly  unto  Chrift;  it  is  in  this  cafe  as  it  is 
vith  a  traitor,  Jie  comes  to  the  king  for  his  life,  and 
prays  for  his  fon's  fake ;  the  king  fends  for  him,  and 
faith,  Here  is  one  that  begs  for  your  fake,  do  you 
know  him  ?  For  my  fake !  I  wonder  on  what  ac- 
quaintance, he  is  a  ftranger  to  me,  and  therefore  I 
i^egard  him  not ;   So  here. 

Sign 
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Sf'S"^  3*  Thofe  that  have  fomc  kind  of  fight  of 
the  objeft,  and  fee  Chrift,  but  there  is  a  wound  in 
the  fubjed,  bscaafe  their  faith  arifes  and  fpriogs  out 
of  an  ill  foil,  it  is  in  fuch  a  party  that  never  was  yet 
thoroughly  rent  from  his  fin,  and  here  is  the  great 
wound  of  the  moll  cunning  hypocrites  living:  for 
there  are  two  things  in  him, 

1.  A  carnal  heart,  which  cannot  be  fatisfied  with 
a  fpiritual  good  with  Chrid ;  hence  he  mud  have  his 
luft. 

2.  A  convinced  confcience,  which  cannot  be  quiet- 
ed without  Chrill  and  mercy ;  hence  men  clofe  with 
Chrift,  and  their  lulls  too.  Look  as  it  was  with  the 
(lony  ground,  and  thorny  foil,  they  believed,  but  had 
a  (lone  at  bottom,  "  but  roots  of  bitternefs,"  &c. 
Thefe  men  can  fometiraes  plead  acquaintance  with 
Chrift,  Luke  xiii.  26,  27.  yet  '*  workers  of  inlqui- 
•*ty,"  2  Peter  ii.  19,  20.  Some  had  efcaped  the 
pollution  of  the  world,  (that  you  may  do)  but  a  fwin- 
ilh  nature  lafts,  that  they  never  felt,  or  grew  not  in 
the  feeling  of  it,  and  loofening  from  it :  as  with  aprl- 
cock-trees  rooted  in  the  earth,  but  leaning  on  the 
wall,  fo  they  on  Chrift.  O  confider  of  this,  let  a  man 
be  caft  down  as  low  as  hell  by  forrow,  and  lie  under 
your  chains,  quaking  in  apprehenfion  of  terror  to 
come,  let  a  man  then  be  railed  up  to  heaven  in  joy, 
not  able  to  live  :  let  a  man  reform  and  fliine  like  an 
earthly  angel,  yet  if  not  rent  from  luft,  that  either  you 
did  never  fee  it,  or  if  fo,  you  have  not  followed  the 
Lord  to  remove  it,  but  proud,  dogged,  worldly,  llug- 
gifli  ftill,  falfe  in  your  dealings,  cunning  in  your  trad- 
i'ngs,  devils  in  your  families,  images  in  your  church- 
es :  you  arc  objeGs  of  pity  now,  and  fhall  be  of  terror 
at  the  great  day;  fur  where  fin  remains  in  power,  it 
will  bring  faith,  and  Chrift,  and  joy  into  bondage  and 
fervice  of  itfelf. 

Sign  4.  Thofe  that  believe,  yet  fail  of  favmg 
faith  in  regard  of  the  \cry  ad  of  believing  and  clofing 

with 
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with  Chrlft,  viz.  thcjr  clofe  with  Chrift,  but  it  is 
without  a  high  efteem  of  him,  or  love  to  him,  thejr 
have  fome,  but  right  grace  confifts  in  a  kind  of  fum- 
mity,  or  excellency,  elfe  it  is  not  right,  j  Pet.  ii.  5. 
^*  To  you  that  believe  he  is  precious  :'*  and  hence 
it  comes  to  pafs, 

1.  That  forae  never  come  to  find  or  enjoy  Cbrift, 
hecaufe  they  will  not  come  ofF  to  the  pricq  of  hini^ 
to  fell  themfelves  out  of  all  for  him. 

2.  Some  fell  him  away  again  in  time  of  temptation^ 
like  Efau«  that  fold  his  birth-right,  and  never  make  any 
thing  of  it ;  bccaufe  the  bond  is  not  llrong  enough^ 
down  they  fall  from  him. 

3.  Hence  comes  all  a  man's  uneven  carriage. 

4.  Hence  comes  fometimes  the  unpardonable  fiii, 
Heb.  X.  29*  Many  a  man  lays  claim  to  Chrift  and 
his  bloody  and  rigbteoufnefs,  that  never  knew  the 
worth  of  it;  and  this  is  Chrift's  complaint  methinka 
in  heaven,  (and  of  faints  on  earth)  *'  He  comes  unto 
*^  his  own,  and  his  own  elleem  him  not,"  his  own 
love  him  not,  his  own  receive  him  not :  him  that  is 
the  glory  of  heaven,  the  beauty  of  the  Father,  the 
delight  oi  faints,  the  wonderment  of  angels,  he,  I  lay, 
is  not  efleemed  by  many  a  man,  that  in  his  judgment 
eileems  him,  and  in  his  heart  does  defpife  him.  There 
are  two  parts  of  this  elleem.  1.  To  elleem  him  only^ 
John  V.  44.  2.  Him  ever  and  always,  Pfalm  Ixxiii. 
26.  **  Thou  art  ray  p3rti^)n  for  ever."  Many  fay, 
they  eftecra  Ghrili,  but  to  bs  cvef  loving  him, 
ever  looking  on  him,  this  is  not  their  frame.  O  think 
of  this,  fail  here  of  your  valuing  of  him,  and  you  fail 
evcry-where. 

Sz^  5.  Thofe  that  believe,  but  they  fall  in 
their  end ;  and  thefe  may  for  a  while  in  a  hot  fit  prize 
water,  prize  Chriil  and  mercy  above  all  things  in  the 
world,  but  their  end  is  naught :  fur  that  men  here 
may  aik  aiid  never  have,  becaufe  of  their  lulls  :  As  a 
man  that  Uea  on  bis  death-bed,  or  in  a  fea*llorm  in  fear 

of 
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of  hell,  he  may  now  prize  and .  take  hold  on  Chrift  tb 
fave  him.  A  man  lies  upon  the  bed  of  horror  of  heart, 
he  may  prize  Chrift  to  comfort  Kim,  and  getting  a 
conceit  of  it,  be  wrapt  up  almoft  in  an  extacy  of  joy, 
that  a  man  would  think  he  was  fealed  with  the  Spirit 
of  Chrift,  and*  yet  his  end  being  naught,  Chrift  only 
to  comfort  him,  raifleth  of  Chrift  in  conclufton ;  for 
when  a  man  believes  indeed,'  he  receives  Chrift  for 
the  end  the  Father  fent  him,  viz.  to  be  king  and  fovc- 
reign  of  the  whole  man  as  well  as  Saviour,  Plate 
xxiv.  7.  *'  Open  your  gates,  that  the  King  of  glory,** 
&c.  Rom.  viii.  38.  ^*  I  am  perfuaded,  nothing  fliall 
**  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord;" 
our  Lord  as  well  as  Jefus.  Indeed  John  vi.  15.  fome 
did  receive  Chrift  to  be  King,  but  it  was  that  he  might 
be  their  cook,  he  provided  loaves  for  them  ;  fo  here. 
Pftilm  Ixvi.  2,  3.  "  Becaufe  of  thy  power  thine  ene- 
**  mies  ihall  flatteringly  fubmit :"  it  is  but  flattery, 
not  faith  ;  look  to  it  therefore. 

Sig^n  6*  Thofe  that  believe,  but  fail,  in  regard 
of  the  ufe  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
thefe  we  read  of,  5^de  4.  viz.  of  fome  men  that  did 
turn  **  grace  into  wantonnefs  ;"  fur  therein  appears 
the  exceeding  evil  of  a  man's  heart,  that  not  only 
the  law,  but  alfo  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the  Lord  Jefus 
works  in  him  all  msinner  of  unrighteoufnefs ;  and  it 
IS  too  common  for  men,  at  the  firft  work  of  convcrfion, 
O  then  to  cry  for  grace,  and  Chrift,  and  afterward . 
grow  licentious,  live  and  lie  in  the  breach  of  the  law, 
and  take  their  warrant  for  their  courfe  from  the  gof- 
pel ;  I  (hall  not  name  all  the  ways  that  men  do  fo, 
but  I  will  only  fpeak  that  which  confcience  and  com- 
paffion  moves  me  to ;  not  to  begin,  but  if  poffible  to 
ftill  divifion,  and  what  I  ihall  fpeak  Ihall  be  by  way 
of  prevention. 

I.  Take  heed  of  making  graces  in  a  Chriftian  the 
weakneftes  of  a  Chriftian ;  for  this  is  to  make  darknefs 
light,  and  grace  wantonnefs  indeed :  Is  it  not  i  Take 

heed 
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heed  then  of  thinking  or  faying  counterfeit  or  falfe 
fanflification  coniiils  in  feeling  f(>mething  in  a  man's 
fclf,  as  love  to,  delight  in  the  L  ^rdi  and  his  ways : 
True  fantVificaiion  in  feeing  nothing,  no  love,  no  de- 
light: Why  the  apoftle  Paul  knew  "that  in  him« 
"  I.  e.  in  his  flefli,  dwelt  no  good  thing;"  bnt  he  calls 
it  flefli  there,  and  groans  under  it,  yet  he  felt  a  law 
within,  clofaig  with  the  law  without,  and  blefled  the 
Lord  for  it,  and  that  was  himfelf.  Do  you  think  the 
Holy  Ghoft  comes  on  a  man  as  on  Balaam,  by  im- 
mediate acting,  and  then  leaves  him,  and  then  he  has 
nothing :  Yes.  beloved,  know  you  not  Ghrift  is  in  you 
(2  Cor.  xiii.  5-)  as  well  as  out  of  you  ;  in  you,  com- 
forting, dwelling,  fan6lifying,  preparing  the  heart  for 
himfelf.  Indeed  to  be  puft  up  with  grace,  or  reft  in  it, 
is  a  fin,  yet  that  grace  is  not  that  fin. 

2.  Take  heed  of  making  weakneffes  graces  or 
duties :  as, 

^^^S*^  To  make  poverty  of  fpirit,  the  fight  of  no- 
thing in  a  man*s  felf ;  why,  he  that  is  poor  has  hea- 
ven for  his,  and  fo  Chrill  and  promifes,  and  has  faith 
his,  at  lead  feme  feeds.  Now  to  fee  nothing  now^ 
is  to  fee  an  untruth,  and  to  tell  a  flat  lie  to  Cod,  and 
nien,  and  fcripture  too.  Indeed  a  man  that  is  poor 
doth  ufually  fee  nothing,  but  that  is  his  weaknefs,  not 
any  grace. 

Secondly^  To  fay  there  is  no  difference  between 
graces  of  hypdcrites  and  faints.  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  I 
cannot  fee  any.  Is  this  your  weaknefs  or  your  wtfdom, 
you  can  fee  none  ?  And  will  you  make  your  weaknefs 
your  religion  ? 

Thirdly^  That  a  man  mud  not  evidence  his  juftifi- 
cation  by  his  fanfkification,  I  fpeak  of  that  which  ac- 
companies falvation.  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  then  there 
^ill  be  comfort  to-day,  and  forrow  to-morrow ;  grant  k, 
but  then  confider,  i.  That  is  either  a  man*s  weak- 
nefs and  ignorance  that  he  doth  not  fee  it,  or,  2.  His 
wickedneb  and  carelefnefs  that  has  (lained  tliat  workt 

And 
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And  will  you  make  this  a  duty,  a  grace  ?  O  but  many 
have  been  deceived  here ;  grant  it,  and  will  you  mate 
your  wretched  bafenefs  of  heart  the  foundation  of  this 
conceit ! 

Foutthly,  That  a  man  mull  fee  no  faving  work, 
nor  take  comFort  from  any  promife  until  he  is  fealed: 
No  :  why  fo  ?  Becaufe  many  tall  Chriftians  have  de- 
ceived  thcmfelves  fo^  and  deluded  themfclves  there, 
and  been  kept  off  from  Ghrift ;  and  truly  I  believe  it 
in  part.  But  what  of  that  ?  Shall  mens  weaknefj 
be  my.  religion  or  work  ?  No,  beloved,  for  a  man 
believes  before  he  is  fealed,  Eph.  u  15.  And  hence 
Chrift  is  his ;  and,  now  for  hira  to  deny  Chrift  to  bo 
his  own,  is  to  make  Chrift  a  liar,  i  John  v,  10.  12, 
13.  not  that  I  would  have  Chriftians  content  them<* 
felves  here  (it  is  a  fign  you  never  knew  what  Chriil 
meant,  if  you  do  fu)  till  he  fiiall  fend  a  more  full  gale 
of  his  Spirit. 

3.  If  you  do  account  them  weakneffcs,  yet  take 
heed  your  clofing  with  Chrift  do  not  caufe  you  to 
make  a  light  matter  of  fin,  either  not  to  take  notice 
of  fms  at  all,  only  look  to  Chrift,  (it  is  not  I  but  fin, 
as  being  the  a£t,  of  the  outward  man  :  one  calls  this 
to  unknow  a  man's  feif,)  or  not  to  be  deeply  fenfiWc 
of  them,  and  fo  ufe  Chrift  as  your  flioe-clout  to  wipe 
them  off;  O  this  is  dangerous  :  the  fpirit  of  joy 
never  quenched  the  fpirit  of  forrow.  Capernaum 
entertained  Chrift,  and  yet  periflied  :  O  ftie  repented 
not!  What  muft  we  repent,  after  we  be  in  Chrift? 
Yes,  Jer.  xxx.  19.  **  After  1  was  turned  I  repented." 
It  argues  a  bold  confcience,  when  men,  as  they  look 
to  no  good  themfelves,  fo  to  no  fin  in  themfclves,  but 
wholly  to  Chrift. 

4.  Take  heed  of  tlrofe  dQdlrines  which  in  fhew  lift 
up  grace,  but  indeed  pull  it  down,  or  any  part  of  it, 
aa, 

Firft,  To  think  that  the  latter  of  the  whole  fcrip. 

ture  holds  oiit  no  more  than  a  covenant  of  works,  a 

?'  moft 
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ji  mod  prodigious  fpeecb,  -though  coloured  with  ad- 

VAocIng  a  fpiritual  covenant  of  grace,  and  no  word 
;butChi:ift. 

Sccpodly^^  Under  sat  fhew  of  advancing  God's  grace  . 
ip  daing  all,  to  fay  the  ordinances  are  not  means^  but 
miy  occafions  of  converfion. 

!  Thirdly,  Under  a  ihew  of  giving  all  to  grace,  to* 
Sibolifh  that  plain  truth,  as  to  fay  we  are  not  juftified 
.by  faith,  which  though  it  be  true,  not  really,  /•  e.  not 
♦fimply,  by  faith  in  itfelf  confidered  as  a  wo^k ;  yet  tp 
.fay  [not  relatively,  as  the  Lord  js  apprehended  by  it] 
iitis  talfe.  If  we  call  off  the  power  of  the  truth,  yec 
Jet  as  not  call  off  the  form  of  it:  keep  the  form  of  whole- 
.fome  words,  as  well  as  truths. 

|.  Fourthly,  Take  heed  of  maintaining  that  a  maa 
littotil  fealed  is  not  perfuaded  to  believe,  under  a^^fhew 
jof  letting  the  Spirit  of  Grace  do  all.  And  brethren 
(doth  not.  the  Spirit  of  Grace  accompany  the  word  of  # 
I  grace  ?  are  ^ot  evangelical  commands  part  of  that 
'^iHTord?  is  therfe  not  a  power  going  along  with  them? 
'what  is  this  but  to  takefrom.  God's  book?  arid  he  that 
l^fodoth,  God  v^^l  blot  him  out  of  the  book  of  life» 
|,Bev.  xxii.  19. 

;  Fifthly,  That  a  Chriftiap  is  to  gather  no  affurance 
ifroip' particular  conditional  promifes  under  colour  of 
rrcceiving  all  from  Ghrift  and  grace.     True^    them* 

that  hs^ve  ^nothing  to  do  with  them,  ought  not ; 
i  but  for  thofe  tha^  havij  to  4o  with  them  as  their  inhe- 
:  ritance,  not  to  apply  and  make  ufe  of  them  for  their 
'  comfort,  it  is  to  tt:araple  ur\der  foot  Chrirt's  blood  that 
-  has  purchafed  them  for  that  end,,  and  it  is  to  raze  out 
iinoi^r. prance  tke  grcatelf  part  almoll  of  the. covenant 

of  grace.  I 

Sixthly,  That  the  law  ought  not  to  be  our  rule  of 
:iife.urtder  a  Ibew  of  being  freed  from  it  by  Chrift,  as 
-though  Ghrift  qawe  to  fet  hell -gates  open  for  men  to 
.-do  what  they  pleafe.     Shall.  I  fay  apy  more?  I  am 

w^ary^wkh  |pefik\ag,jl.  dfftre  rather  to £0  afide  artd  . 

S  mourn 
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mourn,  and  to  think  there  is  fomewhat  araifs  why  tbc 
Lord  let^  thefe  out.  You  that  arc  finccrc,  fearch 
and  keep  clofe  with  Chrill,  and  fetch  more  life  from 
him,  and  though  accounted  under  a  covenant  of 
works  witj^  raen,  yet  rejoice,  you  know  it  is  betttr| 
with  you  in  his  fight.  And  you  that  are  weak,  bs-j 
ware,  and  take  heed,  and  do  not  -confider  what  I,| 
but  the  Holy  Ghotl  has  cleared  this  day  :  and  as  fori 
all  them  that  do  tura  grace  into  lafcivioufnefs,  not  ia-, 
tentionally,  but  praQiically;  not  in  all  things,  btft 
fome  things:  confider  this  fcripture,  Jude  iv.  mca.; 
*'  ordained  to  this  condemnation;*'  they  thrive,  and; 
have  no  hurti  and  they  joy,  O  but  they  have  condem*! 
nation  enough  upon  them.  Do  but  confider  ver.  ih 
13.  "  Twice  dead-,"  dead  in  Adam,  then  quickentt^ 
by  GJirifi  with  common  gifts  and  graces^  then  die  audi 
turn  grace  into  wantonnefs,  for  whom  is  refcrved  tW 
very  blacknefs  of  darknefs  for  ever.  They  bring  iflfi 
painted  profanenefs.  1 

Ufc  3.  O,  take  heed  then,  left  you  fall  ihort  0^ 
Chrill  by  unbelief,  Heb  iv.  i.  Chrift  muft  do  all? 
O  but  take  heed,  ufe  means,  and  tlicn  put  the  work 
into  his  hands  to  make  faith  right,  Heb.  xii.  h  ^* 
*'  Looking  to  Jefus  the  author  and  finiflier."  Sup- 
pofe  Chrill  was  hereon  earth,  and  thou  Ihouldft  beg 
it,  would  he  deny  thee?  O  no;  beg  hard  therefort 
now:  '  ^ 
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Sbevjing  ibat  there  is  a  vaft  difference  betwxt  ajtncert 
Cbriftian^  and  the  clofeft  hypocrite* 

DoSl.  3.   nPHAT  there  is  a  vaft  and  great  intctnal 
-*-      difference  between  thofe  that  are  fin- 
cere  indeed,  and  the  clofeft  hypocrites.     Or,  there 
are  certfi^ia  qualifications  witliiiii    and  operatioiis  ol 

God 
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God  Upon  the  fouls  of  the  faithful^  which  make  a  ve- 
ry great  difference  between  them,  and  tlie  clofelt  hy- 
pocrites. 

For  the  Lord  Jcfiis  here  fees  the  difference,  and 
ftiews  the  difference,  though  but  generally  I  confefa 
in  this  verfe;  fome  were  wife,  others  were  foolilh:  wif- 
dom  and  folly  are  different  qualities,  and  though 
thefe  keep  their  refidcnce  chiefly  in  the  mind,  yet  the 
Lord  never  did  infufe  any  true  wifdom  into  the  niind> 
bat  there  was  ^  great  change  of  the  heart,  nor  never 
was  any  man  left  unto  his  own  folly,  but  it  did  not 
only  argue  an-  evil  heart,  but  did^  ever  arife  from 
thence,  Eph.  iv,  18.  fo  that  Chrift  not  only  fees,  but 
difcovers  to  the  churches  a  vaft  difference  fof  them  to 
take  notice  of:  I  confefs  the  difference  was  not  only 
in  regard  of  open  profanenefs,  or  common  conv^rfatioa 
in  living  like  men  of  the  world,  yet  a  difference  here 
there  is.  For  the  openirfg  of  this  point,  I  fliall  opca 
thefe  p-irticulars. 

1.  That  the  Lord  does  make  this  inward  difference^ 

2.  That  it  is  fo  great  that  the  faithful  do  fee  it.     • 

3.  That  it  is  fo  great  that  others  canndt  receive  it» 
when  it  is  cffjred. 

4.  That  it- is  fo  great  that  they  cannot  underftand, 
it.  '" 

5.  The  reafons  why  the  Lord  makes  this  internal 
difference. 

1.  That  the  Lord  does!  make  it :  only  fome  fcrip- 
tures  now,  Eph.  v.  8.  *'  You  were  darknefs,  now  are 
*Might.''  Eph.  iii  i.  *' You  were  dead,  now  are 
"alive.'*  It  is  true  there,  is  a  life  hypocrites  have, 
whibh  puts  much  difference  between  them  and  others ; 
but  if  that  does,  what  does  the  life  of  Chriil  in  a  man 
arifing  from  the  death  of  every  fin?  Afits  xxvi.,18. 
The  Lord  tnrns  not  only  from  "  darknefs  to  light, 
"  btit  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God,*'  togethef 
v/ith  wliich  arifes  remiffion  of  fins.  What  is  this  then 
but  a  greater  change  than  from  hell  to  heavcni     Is  it 

S  2  HQt 
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not  woffe  thail  hell  to  he  under  hU,  not  only  icmpla- 
tions,  but  powcf  i?  And  is  it  not  better  to  be  with  Gpd, 
and  be  in  heaven? 

2i  It  is  fo  great  that  the  faithful  do  fee  it.  I  con- 
fefs  at  firft  work  ii  is  like  aconfufed  chaos,  they  know 
not  what  to  make  of  it,  but  afterwards  they  can  and 
do,  I  John  V.  18,  19.  W.e  know  we  are  **  born  of 
.*'  God,  free  from  the  dominion  of  fin,^'  of  which  he  ' 
ipeaks,  and  that  the  whole  world  lies  in  wickednefs. 
Before  a  man  is  born  again,  he  fees  no  difference  be- 
tween him  and  other  men,  but  now  he  doth;  and 
hence  it  is  frequent  in  fcripture  for  faints  to  exprefs 
their  experience  of  their  double  ellate.  Tit,  iii.  2,  3. 
and  they  are  commanded  to  try  themfelves,  and  may 
.not  only  fee  Ghrift  out,  of  them,  but  Chrift  in  them 
except  they  be  reprobates,  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  and  hence 
commanded  to  give  thanks  for  this,  Col.  j.  12,  13. 
•which  commands  being  evangejical,  have  a  power  to 
all  the  elect. 

3.  It  is  fo  great  that  others  cannot  receive  it  when 
it  is  offered,  they  are  fo  far  from  having  it  in  them, 
.or  counterftiiting,  or  making  this  inward  work,  that 
they  cannot  receive  it,  no  not  whyi  the  Spirit  itfdf 
comes  to  work  it,  John  xiv.  .17.  "  The  Spirit  of  truth 
•'  which  the  world  cannot  receive  ;'*  it  doth  receive 
prophetical  gifts,  and  common  graces;  but  there  is 
a  higher  and^raore  divine  \v6rk  which  they  cannot  re- 
ceive, Rom.  viii.  7.  "  It  is  not  fubjeft,  nor  can  be 
'*'  fubje£t  to  the  law  of  God,'*  where  the  holinefs  of 
God  appears. 

4.  It  is  fo  great  that  they  cannot  underftand  it 
•what  it  is  fplritually,  only  in  fancy,  1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
*•  neither  can  he  know  them;"  and  hence  men  lie 
gropping  all  their  life  for  grace,  and  aflc  and  have  not, 
.becaufe  they  know  not  the  thing  they  would  have, 
•John  iv.  16.  **  If  thou  kneweft  thou  would  alk,  and 
*'  he  would  givflt"^  A  beaft  cannot  conceive  what  a 
life  a  man  leads* 

5.  Now 
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5.    Now  ft)Uow  the  relafons  why  the  Lord  doth 
make  this  internal  difference,  or  Ihewing  that  there  is 

i    this  difference.     ^ 

r 

i  ,         S  E  C  T,    If. 

[  ■  T  . 

Redfon  I.     IN  regard  of  the  infinite  love  of  the 

I  Father,  which  he  bears  to  the  meaned  believer  above 
I  the  mod  glorious  hypocrite  that  ever  lived.  It  i^  an 
;  cverlatHng  love,  and  it  is  like  that  love  he  bears  tor- 
I  wards  his  own  Son,  John  xvii.  16,  Now  if  the  Lo^'s  ^ 
;  love  be  not  comi^non.to  both,  neither  is  the  work  or 
i  fruits  of  his  love  cotnmon  in  both,  but  a  great  diflfer- 
\  iJncc  there  niuft  be;  for  as  it  is  with  men,  fo  it  ja  v<^ith 
the  Lord.  TherS  are  three  expreffions  cfi^  love; 
I.  Tbeir  looks.  2. '•Their  promfes  of  love.  3;n^heir 
I    works  of  love;  fo  the  Lord  doth,  % 

I       I.     Create  in  his  people  glorious  apprehediions  of^ 
his  bleffed  face  appearing ,  in  the  glafs  of  thalgofper, 
Rev.  oixii,  4^  ^  " 

2.     The  Lord  makes  many  promifes  of  love  unto 
his  jjeople,  which  gp  to  the  very  heart  to  chear  them, 
i    Ht)f»  ii.   14.  :  » 

I       3.  The  Lord   confines  not  his  love  to  looks  and 
I    words,  though  it  is   wonderful  to   have   the  leail  of 
t    them;  but   you   may   read  his  love   in  his   works   of 
I    love.     Now -thofe.  works  peculiar  to  them,  arc   firft 
I    and  chiefly  the  donation  of  Ghrift,  for  a  man  in  re- 
demption to  a  man  in  vocation;  and   then  the  pecu^ 
'    liar  fru4ls  of  this  love  exprelt  in  f)eculiar  operations 
«pon  the  foul,  and  in  the  foul,  which  God's  truth  iit 
the  new  covenant    promifes,    apd   God*s   faithfulnefe 
■    ^xecutieth,  'Jer.  xxxi.  33.  and  SrXxii.  40.  10  take  atvay 
the  «  ftony  heart,'*  to  writei  "  laws  in  the   heart," 
^0  "  put  fear  into  the  heart;"  thefe   are  the  peculiar 
cffefts  of  this  new  covenant,  and  they  are  operations 
.    in  a  man,  (vhich  only  the  eie^l  feel  and  wonder  at^ 
grace  for,  Ephcf.  ii.  4,  5.     *'  According  to  his  great 
.S3'  ''  love 
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♦'  love  hath  he  quickened  us  together  with  him:" 
There  is  a  kind  of  rcfurreftion  of  a  raan*s  foul  when 
it  is  brought  home  to  Chrilh  Look  as  the  bodies  of 
the  faints  iliall  be  different  at  the  laft  day,  fo  when 
God  raifeth  their  fouls  from  the  dead  here,  there  is  a 
difference  now. 

'  Reafon  2.  In  regard  of  the  death  and  blood  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,   \^hich   was   filed   not  only  that  he  might 
h%  a  God  unto  them,  but  that  they  might  be  a  "  pe* 
*'  culiar  people"    unto   him,  Tit.  li.  i4.«    *'  He  gave 
**  bimfclf  for  his  people,*'  not  only  to  juftify  his  peo- 
ple, but  alfo  to  cleanfe   his   church,   Eph.  v.   26,  27. 
foe  this  has  been  God's  great  plot,    firll  10  perfeft  his 
peopk  in  their  head  ;  and  then,  lell  there  fhould  be  a 
golden  head,  and  feet  and  hands  of  iron  and  clay,  and 
becadfe  the  church  is  not  found   lovely,  therefore  the 
Lord  makes  it  lovely  by  little  and  little  here,  until  it 
'**  appear  without  fpot  or   wrinkle"  at  the   laft  day. 
Do  yon  think,  brethren,  that  Chrifl's  blood  was  fiied 
to  work  no  more   in  his   people  than  in   hypocrites? 
was  it  only  flied  to  take  away  ^ilt  of  fin  from  God's 
fight,  and  then  to  let  a  man   wallow  in  the  fins  of  his 
own  heart?  It  is  true  there   is  a  work  of  fan ftifi cation 
which  hypocrites  have,  which  Chrill's  blood  purchafes, 
for  I  believe  all  common  mercy   and  patience   comes 
by  Chrili^s  blood,  and  fo  aJl  common  gifts  and  graces? 
but  yet,  beloved,  there  is  a  vail  difference,  their  wills 
were  never  changed,  though  their   minds  were  much 
enlightened;  hence  thiy   fmned   wilfully.     The  Lord 
never  was  dear  to  them,  hence  fecret  defpite  grew  up, 
that  at  laft  they  contmittcd  the  unpardonable  fin,  Hof. 
x.  26.  29.  I 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  ^tlu)fe  graces  or  qualifications, 
together  with  the  operations  of  them  w^iich  are  in  the 
faithful,  are  the  fame  wiih  Chrift's,  .the  fame  in  kii^^ 
and  nature,  John  i.  16.  *'  From  his  fulnefs  we  have 
/'received  grace 'for  grsrt^e;"  hence  we  are  faid  to 
l'  bear  hi§  image,'^  sind  becaufe  it  is  but  little  at  firft, 

hence 
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hcoce  "  from  glory  to  glory,"  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  Now 
the  Lord  Jcfus  had  not  only  the  Spirit  whichv  he  had 
without  mcafure,  but  alfo  he  had  many  divine  qua- 
lities, habits,  or  graces,  which  it  is  blafpheniy  to  think  - 
that  they  were  hypocritical  or  common,  which  the 
faithful  receive  Irom  his  lulhefs,  and  wherein  they 
are  made  in  their  meafure  like  unto  him  :  fo  the 
tints  have  not  only  the  Spirit,  but  alfo  thoi'e  peculi- 
ar  operations  of  it  wrought  in  them  by  the  Spirit, 
whereby  they  come  to  be  made  like  unto  the  Lord 
Jcfus:  Hence  as  there  w^s  an  infinite  diilance  be- 
tween the  Lord  Jefus,  and  the  bed  hypocrite,  fo  the 
Kkenefs  that  they  have  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  makes  a 
difference  now.  And  look  as  there  is  a  difference 
between  a  plant  and  a  beaft,  a  bead  aod  a  man,  fo 
there  is  a  glorious  life  which  faints  have  begun  here 
;  in  this  life,  which  none  have  but  themfelves,  i  Pet.  v- 
io.,,They  have  the  *'  firft  fruits,"  the  which  is  meat 
and  drink,  which  no  man  knows  of  that  lies  in  hypo- 
crify  and  fins. 

Seafon  4.  If  there  ftiould  be  no  difference,  then 
thefe  evils  w^ould  follow:  i.  This  lays  a  foundation 
of  contempt  of  grace,  and  of  the  beauty  of  holinefs 
iQthe  hearts  and  lives  of  God's  people:  for  look  as 
it  is  in  the  work  of  the  Son  in  redemption,  if  Ghrill 
fliould^have  died  as  much  for  Judas  as  for  Peter,  and^ 
fufpended  the  a£l  of  faith  to  apply  this  on  the  free 
will  of  cither,  then  Judas  had  as  much  caufe  to  thank 
Chriil  for  his  kindnefs  as  Peter:  and  Peter  had  no 
more  caufe  of  blelling  Ghrill  for  his  love  in  redeepi- 
«g  him  than  Judas;  and  what  cold  praifes*  will 
he  then  give  him  ?  So  if  tfie  Spirit  of  Ghrill  fhould 
fanaify  or  call  a  faint  no  more  than  an  hypocrite, 
then  the  one  h^  no  pjore  caufe  to  be  thankful  for 
^e  work  of  the  Spirit  than  the  other:  and  when  a 
©an  comes  to  look  upon  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  graces  of  it,  there  is  cold  water  call  upon  \hofe; 
this  is  no  more  than*  what  a  hypocrite  has.  ^Ghrift 
has' not  only  redeemed  by  price,  but  alfo  Ijy  power, 

$4  *         #        from 
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from  the  powtr  of  Satan,  fin,  dstrkneljb,  delttfion,  lAid' 
not  to  be  thankful  for  this,  is  not  to  be  thankful  for  the- 
redemption  of  GhriU:  Thou  flialt  never  have  it  then' 
that  doft  defplfe  the  Spirit  of  grace,*  whereby  thou* 
art  but  commonly  fandlified. 

2.  Bec'aufe  this  abolilhes  the  ufe  of  all  conditfohal 
promifes  made  in  the  word:  for  you  kno\^  they  aW 
made  to  fome  qualification  or  work  of  the  Spirit  in  a' 
man,  forae  to  mourning,  poverty,  faith,  hunger,  loft* 
ilefs,  &c.  noW^,  if  there  fliould  be  no  difference  be- 
tween feeming  works  in  hypocrites  and  thefe,  tlien,. 
T.  The  truth  of  the  promifes  is  deJlroyed ;  for  the' 
Lord  faith,  "  They  that  hunger  Ihall  be  fatisfiedl" 
I  will  anfwer,  hypocrites  may  hunger,  and  yet  not  be* 
fetisfied.  2.  The  ufe  of  thefe  promifes  ftiould  be 
loft;  for  why  fhould  a  man  then  caft  his  fcJul  upon 
God's  faithfulnefs  in  the  proniife,  when  it  is  but  comw 
mon  love  to  him  and  hypocrites  :  If  it  be  replied,-  th6 
one  has  Ghrift,  tfie  other  not.  I  dnfwer,  it  is  very^ 
true;  but  then  I  afk,  Who  is  he  a  Ghrift  to?  k  muft 
needs  be  to  a  particular,  people  defcribcd  in  the  word 
by  their  peciiliar  qualities,  flowing  from  their  forms 
and  fubjefts  by  which  diey  are  known?  and  now  corii* 
fider,  Rev.  xxii.  19.  "  Is  God  a  God  of  the  dead,  anrf 
^*  not  of  the  living  only  ?" 

3.  Becaufe  this  makes  the  moft  holy  men  that  e- 
ver  lived  deceivers 'of  rhemfelves  and  others;  on^ 
ly  look  upon  John,  Chrift's  beloved  difciple,  and 
bofom-companion,  he  had  received  the  anointing 
to  know  him  that  is  true,  **  and  he  knew  him,  that  is 
true,'*  I  John  ii.  3.  B^t  how  did  he  know  that? 
he  might  be  deceiYed  (as  it  is  ftrange  to  fee  what  a 
melancholy  fancy  will  do,  and  the  effefts  of  it;  as 
honefl:  men  are  reputed  to  ha\4e  weak  brains,  a-mf  ne- 
ver faw  the  depths  of  the  fecrets  of  God.)  What  is- 
his  laft  proof?  "  Becaufe  we  know  his  commaad' 
**  ments,''  1.  e.  we  have  them  writ  in  our  hearts,  aad 
keep,  tnem,  though  we  cannot  fulfil  them,  it  makeff 
us  everyway  more  holy:  Ghrift  doth  not  keep  them 

•        '       .  only, 
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ofkiy.  But  we,  through  his  grace,  k4ep  them :  thus-  he 
jlrt>vcs*it  by  a  vfork  in  Kim.  Now,  thus  I  reply ;  if 
jfll  works  in*  the  fouls  of  feints  be  cotomoh  to  hypo- 
crites, then  John  went  upon  falfe  gt\)Udds,  deceived 
himfelP,  and  all  th^t  heard  him,  and  all  the  churches 
tot  tfvefr  were  to  rfiis  day. ' 

SECT.    III. 

Ufi  r.  ef  Confut.  1-  O*  the  Papifts;.  who,  in  their 
writings*,  fetk  to  Ihaiiie  the  churches  of  Chrift,  fay- 
iiig,  that  they  deny  all  *  inherent  rlghteoufneftf,  or 
*'gtaccs';^  making  a'manjuft  by  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Ghrift,  and,-  in  the  mean- while,  to  remain  tike  a  car- 
cafe  or  ghott,  or  a  painted'  fepulchre,  full  of  rottcnnefff 
wiibiB.  Three  or  four  of  thefe  archers,  that  have* 
fliot  thefe  arrows,-  I  have  met  with,  whereby  they* 
Wound  the  heart  of  profeffion,  and  keep  the  pcJople 
in  a  profeffed  enmity  and  oppofition  againft  the  ways 
of  God's  gi^ace:  Now  we  do  not  only  dfehy  this,  but 
We  profcfe  that  the  Lord  doth  not  only  out  of  the 
Aches-  of  his  grace  accept  us  in  Chrift,  but  out  of  the 
feme  love  fends  down  the  Spirit  of  grace,  not  onljT 
to  make  us  civil  and  moral,  or.  hypocritical,  but  that 
the  Lord  works  thereby  f\jch  a  change  as  is  not  tb 
be  found  in-  the  moft  refined  hypocrites  breathing. 
And  we  profefs,  though  our  juftificati'on  doth  not 
fionfift  in  this,  yet  whoever  hath  not  this  is  not  jufti- 
fcd  (whatevier  he  ttiay  imagine)  in  the  fight  of  God. 
And  the  Lord*  grant,  the  churches  of  the*  Lord  JefuV 
flwy  never  open  the  mouths  of  thofe  blafphemers  of 
fife  name,  in  denying  all  righteoufnefs  in  ourfelvcs 
At  all ;  deny  ii  to  juftify,  deiiy  it  not-  altogether. 

Vfc  2.  fjf  Confut.  Of  art  old  Arminian  error;  for 
ti^y  hold  ^tid.  mainta^m  an  *  inherent  righteoufoefe,' 
burt  thaft  there  is  no  difference  between  the  graces  o^ 
believers  and'  hy{>ocritesi  only  in  their  cont'^puance, 
*nd  that  is  by  chance  too,  and  doubtful,  vi^.  if  they 
h«M  on,  and  for  this  purpofe  cite  many  fcriptures, 

three 
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three  paffages  cfpeiially,  that  of  Ezek.  xviii.  24,  **  If 
^'  the  righteous  man  forfake,  &c.  which  is  fpoken 
of  rotten  Pnarifaical  hypocrites  falling  far  fliort  of 
what  the  faints  have.  And  the  parable. of  the  feed, 
*'  They  all  fprang  up:'*  where  it  is  raanifeft  the  foil 
was  naught,  out  of  which  they  that  fell  away  did 
grow.  And,  Ileb.  x.  29.  "  Blood  wherewith  they 
*'  were  fantlified ;"  which  is  meant  of  fuch  as  had 
fome  inward  enlightening,  and  tailing,  and  external 
profeflion  really,  not  in  appearance  only  in  them,  yet 
not  any  faving  and  eifeftual  Work,  but  thus-  by  mak- 
ing grace  common,  they  make  it  vile,  and  under  a 
colour  of  making  all  men  watchful,  they  deftroy  all 
faith  in  God's  faitl\fulnefs  and  promife,  efpecially 
until  a  man  come  to  die.  Divines  have  many  llrong 
arguments  againll  them;  and  Ihew,  however  there 
may  be  decays,  and  relapfes,  and  w inter- feafons  of 
the  faints,  yet  ever  there  remains  in  them  the  "feed 
**  of  God,'*  I  John  iii.  9.  John  iv.  14. 

The  main  ground  of  this  their  conceit  is  double : 
1.  FaU'e  obfervation,  in*  beholding  many  fall  off, 
that  were  not  ftars,  but  fnuffs,  glorious  profeflbrs  for 
a  time ;  and  left  they  (hould  be  mad  without  reafoa 
hereirt,  they  fearch  the  fcriptures,  and  in  four  thou- 
fand  years  find  but  four  or  five  that  fall  away,  David, 
Solomon,  Hymeneus,  Alexander,  and  Demas»  none 
of  which,  if  examined,  will  ferve  their  turn. 

a.  A  great  millake  of  the  work  of  grace,  together 
with  their  own  experience,  for  they  conceiving  grace 
to  be  but  a  mean  thing,  and  not  underftanding  it, 
becaufe  they  never  felt  it  in  themfelves;  hence  make 
no  difference  between  one  man  and  another,  and 
hence  maintain  apoftacy  from  grace.  I  hope  I  need 
^iiot  ftir  you  up  to  abhor  this  conceit,  confidering  what 
has  been  faid.  I  granf,  indeed,  a  man  may  fall  away- 
from  grace,  confidering  ^race  without  Chrill  to  keep 
it.  But .  yet  it  is  in  itfelf  fuch  a  living  fountain, 
as  in  iifelf  does  not  perilh,  though  it  may  i  and,  ia 
rcfpeft  of  Chrifl,  it  cannot.  Otj. 
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Oij.  Did  not  Adam  fall  from  all  his  grace  ? 
Anf.  Yes,  becaufe  he  had  neilher  the  covenant  of 
grace,  nor  the  Spirit  of  grace,  nor  power  of  grace  to 
lupport  and  keep  hhn  ;  but  it  is  God's  covenant  now 
to  write  his  law,  to  put  his  fear  in  the  heart,  never  to 
depart,  and  to  give  the  Spirit  of  Chrill,  who  is  now 
rifeo  from  the  destd.     **  Becaufe  I  live,  you  fliall  live 
I  **alfo,'»^  John  xiv.  19.     And  '*  power  to  keep  tis,*' 
I  I  Pet.  i.  5.  .  So  that'  though  it  is  ^ChriR  that  keeps 
a  man  from  fallitig,  yet  the.  truth  is,  he  that  does  fall 
from  grace,  as  though  it  was  a  common  fading  thing, 
or  does  fall  from  Ghrill,  he  never  had  Chrill  at  all, 
John  iv.  14.   '*  The  water  that  1  fhall  givc»  ihall  be 
afpring  of  living    water,"    nut. of  dead  graces;  yet 
;  quickened    by    the    Spirit,    and    helped  continually.- 
,  And  it  is  kept  till  life  of  glory  comes,    where  it  is 
fwallowed  up  in  the  ocean  of  perfection. 

LJ/i  3.  Hence  wc  lee  tbe  difference  between  the 
graces  of  hypocrites  and  faints  does  not  only  lie  in  the 
efficient  caufe,  viz.  the  Spirit  of  Chr;R  barely  confu 
dered  in  itfelf,  for  then  there  fliould  be  no  difference 
\  ?^t  all ;  for  there  are  not  two  Spirits,  and  the  fame 
Spirit  that  works  in  the  faithfiil,  the  fame  Spirit  is  iu 
,  the  unfaithful,  to  work  many  ilrange  works  in  them, 
iC>r.  xiu  3,  4.  Neither  does  fupernatural  power 
^f  tbe  Spirit  diflinguifli,  (I  mean  that  which  is  above 
*ne  ftrength  of  nature,  not  that  which  is  above  the  ufe 
of  jiature ;  for  nature  crooks  all  God's  works  to  it- 
fcif;)  for  the' gifts  of  prophefy  and  common  joy,  are 
above  the  ftrength  of  mere  nature,  but  the  difference 
Jie«  in  the  work  itfelf.  As  it  is  in  creation,  the  leaft 
fpear  of  grafs  has  the  fame  power  to  make  it,  that 
roadc  heaven  and  angels ;  is  there  no  difference  then  ? 
Yes,  it  lies  in  the  very  work  or  effect  of  that  power* 
And  as  it  is  in  a  cedar  and  a  fly,  there  is  more  excel- 
lency in  the  former,  in  fotne  refpe^s,  but  the  latter 
has  another  life,  which  the  other  has  not :  fo  the 
Wean^ft  believer  is  better  than  tbe  mofl  glorious  hy- 

,  pocrite*  - 
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pocrite.  And  look  as  it  was  with  Saul,  when  lie  #as 
ahointed  king,  there  was  a  new  fpirit  came  upon  him, 
tfie  fpirit  of  a  king,  which  common  fubjefts  had  not; 
fo  when  Gotf  makes  us  kings  and  pridts  unto  Ghriff, 
ther«  comes  another  fpirit  upon  us,  which  common 
men  have  not.  1  know  there  is  the  Spirit  itfelf  in  the 
faints,  as  it  is  not  in  other  men:  But  how  is  it  there? 
I  know  it  is  there  by  faith,  but  not  only  by  this,  but 
by  certain  peculiar  effe<^s  which  are  not  in  other  meir. 
As  it  is  with  the  foul,  it  is  in  the  body,  hence  works 
8-  life  which  is  not  in  any  brute-creature ;  fo  it  is 
here.  And  hence  it  is  faid,  **  The  world  cannot 
**  receive  it,"  John  xiv.  17.  Mai.  iii.  2,  3.  *'  Who 
**  fis  able  to  bear  his  coming,  becaule  he  comes  to 
•*'  purify,"  &:c.  Yer  ftill  the  Spirit  barely  confidered 
in  itfelf,  puts' no,  difference,  unlefs  it  be  inrefpeftof 
the  work  itfelf.  O  therefore  look  to  it,  da  not  Jay, 
1  have  now*  the  Spirit  ^awd  Chrith  But  what  docs 
Chrift  work  there  ?  John  xv.  1,  2-  There  are  bat 
two  forts  of  branches  there,  fruitlefs,  and  fruitful; 
the  difference  is  in  the  very  fruits  of  them,  &cl 
'  Ufe  4.  O  then  terror  to  them  that  content  tbem- 
ftlves  with  common  works,  and  fo  think  their  eftates 
good.  You  have  been  terrified,  confeffed,  and  re- 
pented ;  Judas  did  fo.  You  have  reformed  many 
things,  and  rake  delight  to  draw  nigh  to  God  in  or- 
dlnatices  ;  thofe  hypocrites  did  fo,  Ifa.  i.  Vou  have 
Tiad  great  ravifhments,  and  feen  the  glory  of  heivcn, 
of  faints,  Balaam  did  fo.  You  have  beheld  and  fcca 
the  Lordjefus,  as  if  prcfent  on  earth;  many  fawhim; 
heard  him,  and  were  lifted  up  to  heaven  by  him,  and 
ihall  fee  him  at  Isrft  in  glory  indeed'.  O  but  my  dc- 
jfires  are  good !  Many  fliall  fcek,  and  not  enter.  0 
therefore  confider  of  your  ellate,  and  tremble,  and 
fet  before  thee  all  the  mercy  the  Lord  ctebracethhis 
people  with !  and  fay,  O  that  mercy  for  me  !  aiid  fol- 
low him  till  he  has  done  it. 
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S  E  G  T.    IV. 

Wfe  5.  liENCE  it  ma^^  appear,  tkat  the  true 
believer  roay  know  the  bleflcdiicfs  of  hisveiiatCt  by 
the  peculiarneiis  of  a  work  within  hun.  For  if,  indeed, 
there  fliould  be  no  difference  between  tbofe  graces 
that  be  in  hypocrites  and  in  faints,  if  no  difference 
between  love,  and  faith,  and  defire  in  one,  and  that 
which  is  in  another,  then  none  cuiild  know  the  blef- 
fcdnefifof  their  eftatesjby  any  work;  but  feeing  that 
the  Lord  has  nia^c,  a  vaft  and  a  knqwn  difference,  fo 
that  God  knows  it,  and  themfelves  know  it,  as  has 
been  proved,  and  all  the  worid  might  know  it^  but 
that  they  want  eyes  'to  fee  mens  hearts,  and  the/ 
flrall  know  it  at  the  lad  day  to  their  eternal  anguifli, 
•*  when  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs,V  and  the  *'  fe- 
**crets  of  all  hearts  fliall  he  opened,'*  then  tt  muft 
needs  follow  from  the  knowledge  nf  fuch  a  work,  a 
man  may  conclude  his  Wcffed  and  fafe  cftate-  By 
work,  I  mean,  no  p/pifti  good  work,  por  conlidcr 
a  work  without  a  peculiar  .word  of  promi£e  made 
thereunto.  If  we  fliould  afk  a  woman  liiarried  to 
another  hufband,  how  Ihe  knows  fuch  a  one  is  her 
hu&and,  ftie  would  manifeft  ii  by  thofe  peculiar  afts 
or  works,  or  raanifcftations  of  a  bufcand  to  her.  She 
has  known  he  ha«  forfaken  great  oiFers,  and  come  to 
icr:  Her  heart  which  was  moll  oppofite,  was  at  laft 
overcome  to  forfake  all,  then  they  entered  into  a 
peculiar  bond  of  covenant,  fo  that  they  cannot  part; 
and  though  they  do  depart,  yet  they  ftay^ot  long. 
So  here  :  If  you  ihould  have  aflced  the  Ifraelites,  how 
they  did  know  they  Ihould  be  faved  from  the  de(h'oying 
angel  ?  Why,  the  Lord  has  promifed  to  fave  us.  You 
Aatdo  what?  That  **  fprinkle  the  door-pofts  with  the 
"  blood,"  So  the  deflroying  angel  of  God's  preJencc 
fcaUdcftroy  millions  of  people,  and  that  in  the  njghc- 
*lnjc,  whea  they  haft  fufpfitt  it.     Notwi;hlianding 

all 
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all  deliverances,  miracles,  plagues  and  repentances, 
Ihall  you  be  preferved  ?  Yes,  the  Lord  has  promifed 
it,  and  revealed  it.  To  whom  ?  Ta  them  that  have 
their  door-polls  fpriakled  with  Chrill's  blood,  apprc- 
t  bended  by  the  work  of  faith,  Rom.  iii.  24,  25.  Heb. 
X.  22.  If  one  ftiould  have  allied  the  Lordjefus  hira- 
fslf,  whom  be  loveth?  he  would  anfwer,  **  his  (beep," 
John  X.  fen-,  "  for  them  he  .lays  down  his  life;" 
be  they  feeble  or  ftrong-  If  one  fhould  afk  further, 
who  are  his  Iheep  ?  he  would  defcribe  ihem  by  fove- 
ral  properties,  as  he  has  done,  John  x.  Such  as 
**  know  me,'*  aj  ''  hear  me**  only,  as  **  follow  me.*' 
So  if  you^alk  a  believer  that  qiieftion,  "How  Ao  you 
know  you  are  loved  ?  It  Is  good  to  anfwer  wxthChrill, 
I  am  his  (lieep,  for  whom  he  h^s  laid  dowi;  his  life, 
-when  I  was  loll  and  went  aftray.  But  how  do  ya 
know  that  ?  Is  he  now  to  anfwer  like  Ghrift^  by  tlicfe 
properties  wrought  in  me,  or  no  ?  If  you  fay,  No, 
becaufe  all  thefe  an  hypocritis  may  have,  then  the 
«  Lord  Jefus  has  done  very  weakly,  in  defcribing  hh 

I  own  iheep,  by  fuch  properties  to  be  his,  which  dis- 

cover them  no  more  than  fo  :  It  is  true,  an  hypo- 
•  crite  has  fomething  like  all  thefe,  but  not  thcfe  in- 
deed. If  you  fav,  Yc«,  then  a  man  may  know  his 
blefftrd  eftate  by  thefe.  The  promifes,  Prnv.  vlii.  17. 
*•  I  love  them  that  love  me/*  But  how  do  you 
know  you  love  the  Lord  ?  There  « is  the  queftioD, 
If  Satan  and  blind  carnal  reafon,  afk  this  queftion, 
you  will  be  filled  with  accufatif)ns,  and  never  fatisfy 
them  ;  for  he  that  accufed  Job  to  Gj)d*s  face,  will 
much  more,  to  their  own  faces,  accufe  faints  of  hypo- 
crify.  If  uncharitable  men,  that  never  had  the  love 
of  Ghrift  abiding  in  their  hearts,  you  will  never  fatisfy 
them  i  but  if  the  Lord  afk  the  quellion  in  his  vrori^ 
hold  there,  and  the  work  is  fo  clear,  that  though  : 
there  has  been  much  decay,  yet  after  recovery,  the  ' 
foul,  dares  eye  the  Son,  and  fay,  *'  Lord,  thou  knoweft  | 
'^  ail  things,    thou  knoweit  that  I  lave  thee,"  Joh«-j 
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xxi.  17.     Hence  by  this  work  you  may  come  to 
know  your  fafe  cftatc- 

1.  A  man  may  know  his  bleffed  eftatc  in  rcfpeft  of 
time  pall,  by  a  work,  i.e.  with  a  word  or  promife 
made  to  ^t,  and  the  Spirit  revealing  of  it,  viz.  the  e- 
verlafling  thoughts  and  election  of  God  toward  him, 
Rom.  viii.  28.  **  Them  that  love  God,  who  are  call- 
"  cd  according  to  his  purpofe,"  ^lotwith Handing  all 
their  raiferies  and  fins;  yet  love  him,  and  fo  "  calU 
"  ed  according  to  his  piirpofe,"  for  fo  the  apoflla 
raifes  up  his  thoughts.  I  know  the  world  is  full  of 
want  of  love,  and  think  it  eafy  fo  to  do,  and  like  the 
devil,  are  very  kind  to  the  Lord,  as  they  think,  while 
the  Lord  pleafes  them ;  who  yet,  when  the  time  of 
patience  is  out,  fhall  be  eternal  blafphemers  of  him. 
But  there  is  fuch  love  whereby  faints  may  raife  up 
their  hearts  thus  to  fee  God's  love,  i  Thef.  i.  4,  5. 
"  Knowing  your  election  of  God.''  How  fo?  .Im- 
mediately ?  Some  divines  think  angels  fee  it  not  fo, 
and  that  it  is  peculiar  to  God  fo  to  do,  but  mediate- 
ly; for  our  word  came  in  power  and  in  much  afFilr- 
ance  to  make  you  enlarged  for  God,  to  turn  you  from 
idols  unto  God,  and  to  wait  for  Chrift  in  heaven, 
feeing  him  here  as  in  a  glafs.  And  by  the  fame 
Spirit  Paul  faw  it,  by  the  fame  Spirit  they  might 
'  mdch  more  fee  it,  and  fo  the  eleft  may  fee  it.  Arid 
if  experience  may  be  added  to  the  truth,  how  many 
of  God's  people  daily,  knowing  their  work  of  vocati- 
on and  glory,  afcend  from  thefc  lower  ftairs  of  the 
Lord^s  ladder,  to  the  higheft  of  eleftion,  and  there 
ate  fwallowed  up  with  eternal  wonderment,  filling 
their  hearts  with  that  joy  and  peace,  that  the  weak  ta- 
bernacle of  flefli  and  blood  cannot  bear  the  weight  of 
that  glory  long;  that  by  works  fee  the  pronjife,  and 
by  the  promife  of  love,  behold  eternal  thoughts  of 
love:  and  hence  promifes  are  faid  to  be  given. to  faints,. 
"  before  the  world  began:"  Becaufe  promifes  to 
them  that  tbirll,  mourn,  believe;^  &c.     are  not  bare 

words 
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jsiTords,  but  eternal  counfels/in  which  ,you  fee  God's 
purpofe. 

2.  la  rfefpiflt.  of  time  .prefent^  by  it  we  know. our 

prefect  union  to  the  Lord  Jc^rus,    i  John  ii.  4.  *'  Ha 

^'  that  faith,  I  know  him,  and  keeps  not  his  command- 

"  ments,  is  a  liar.'*     Yes,  tlWt  .is  true  negatively, 

but  may  a  man,  ought  a  man:to  fee  or  know  his. ijnloa 

pofitively  by  tbi^?     Anf.  •ver.  5.  Many  faid,  they.dkl 

-knowr  and  love  the  Lord,  but  lie  that  keeps  his  word, 

VOh  they  ar^  fweet !    It  is  heaven  to  cleave  to  him  in 

.every  command,  it  is  death  to  depart  from  any  com-  * 

.mand.    "  -Hereby  we  know  that  we  arc  in  him."    .If 

h  were  pofiible  to  afk  of  angels  how  they  know  they 

are  not  devils?    they  would  anfwer,  ;the  L9rd?s  will 

.is  ours:  fohere.    How  do *you  know  you  have  not. the 

tiature  of  devils,  and  fo  in  ftate  of  devils,  bound  there 

.till  the  judgment  of  the  great  day?     Becaufe  God 

has  dianged  our  vile  natures,  and  made  our  wills 

.like  unto  his  glorious  will,  &c.     So  for  forgiveneft, 

Xuke  vii.  47.  *'  Much  is  forgiven  her,"  &c. 

3-  In  refpeft  of  the  ftate  of. glory  for  time  to 
.come."  We  niay  know  our  bleflcd  eftate  bya^  w6rk, 
I  Cor-  ii,  9.  '*  Eye  has  not  feen  what. the  Lord  has 
**  prepared  for  them  that  love  him." .  Pfalm  xxxi, 
19.  **  Oh  how  great  is  thy  goodnefs  laid  up  for 
*'  them  that  fear  thee!"  2  Cor.  v.  3.  "  If  cloathed 
**  with  Ghrill,"  whole  Chrift,  ver.  5,  6.  ''  He  h»\ 
*'  fitted  us  for  this,  and  given  the  earneft  of  the 
•*  Spirit,"  which,  Rom.  viii.  23,  **  are  firft  fruits  of 
**  glory,  therefore  we  are  confident." 
'  Oij>  But  if  you  look  to  yourfelves,  you.  will  have 
peace  to-day  and  forrow  to-morrow. ^ 

.Nay,  we  are  always  confident,  and  yet: Paul  did 
not  nojv  go,  on  in  a  covenant  of  works.  Now  whe- 
ther a  man  firft  comes,  to  know  hiseftate  by  a  work^ 
word,  and  fpirit,  fp  that  there  are  three  things  to 
.evidence  our  happy  eftftte,  or  whether  two  things 
;only,  viz,  a  geoeral  word  ^nd  fpirit,  I  intend  not  to 

'  "  '  difpute. 
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difpute,  becaufe  It  makes  nothing  agamft  the  truth 

bhand:  Only  this  I  lay,  it  is   very  dangerous,  to 

"limit  the  Holy.  One  of  Ifraef,"  erpecially  in  his. 

freedom  of  working,  to  breathe  light  and  life,    and 

divine  confolation,   when   and   by  what  means  and 

promife,  and  in  what  meafure  he  will.     Chrift,  when 

he  was  here  on  earth,  would  fay  fometimes,  "Thy 

"  fins  are  forgiven,"  Mauh.  ix.  2.  •  Sometimes,  "  he 

"  it  unto  thee  a^s  thou  believeft,'^  Matth.  ix.  28,  29. 

Nay,  "  be  it  unto  thee  as  thou   wilt,'*  Matth.  xv. 

^  ^7'    If  in  thefe  inferior  things,  much  more  in  greater* 

Chrifl;  is  now    gone,    and   we  have    no    immediate 

fpecch  with  him,  but  in  his  word,  and  he,  is  free  ta 

^ak  to  his  people  according  as  he  pleafes,  and  when 

they  need.     And  therefore  let  me  intreat  you  brethren 

to  be  wary  in  your  fpeeches  in  dailiing  all  promifes  ia 

pieces.     What  Chriftian  heart  can  fee  God's  truth, 

mangled,  without  being  angry  and  mourning  for  the 

hardncfe  of  mens   hearts?      The  Lord  has    fpoten 

peace  to  fome  mens  hearts  thus,  he  that  is  loft  ftiall 

be  found,  **  He  that  believes  in  me  fhall  never  hunger, 

"  and  he  that  comes  to  me  fhall  never  thlrft;"  and 

fcemg  this,  they  conclude,  (the  Lord's  Spirit  helping 

them,  for  fometimes   they  cannot  do  it)  peace.     For 

the  major  is  the  word,  the  minor  experience,  and  the 

conclufion  the  Lord's  Spirit's  work  quickening  your 

fpirits  to  it.     Now  fay  fome,  how  do  you  know -this? 

Thusyouraaybemiftaken,  for  many  have  been  deceived 

'  thus.     Grant  that,  and  lliall  a  child  not  take  bread 

when  it  is  given  him,  though  dogs  fnateh  at  it  ?   What 

ftoirld  one  do  then  ?     Bring  their  work  to  the  light, 

to  the  trial  of  the  word,  which  you  know  does  but 

two  things.  , 

i.^  Shews  what  God  is.     And, 

2.  What  man  is,  and  fo  difcovers  and  defcribes  all 

hypocrify   of  men,  and   all  grace  of  men,  now  if  it 

will  not  bear  the  trial  of  the  word,  convince  them 

they  have  gone  on  in  a  covenant  of  works  indeed ; 
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But  if  it  will,  hold  there,  take  heed  then  of  falfe  wiN 
,nels  againft  the  truth   of  God;  fo   that  do  .not  con- 
demn the  work  of  Chrift  in  any  man,  where  it  is  of 
the' right  ftamp,  and  has  Chrill's  image  upon  it,  and 
fo  pluck  men  from   their  claim   to  Chrill's  love  re- 
vealed in  his  promife.     But  learn  Jo  difference  it  once, 
and  then  I  am  perluaded  the  lad  differences  that  be-  ; 
gin  to  appear,  would   foon  be  ended  among  all  tfieffl  ! 
that^love   the  truth    in  Chrift   Jefus,    2   Peter  i.  4.  | 
*'  Whereby  are  given  to  us  that  have  precious  faitbr  j 
*'  exceeding   great   and  precious    promifes.'^      The  J 
Lord  gives  little  to  his  people,   Oh  but  he  gives  them  ! 
rich  promifes!  bonds  and  bills,  and  writings  to  Ibev 
for  rich  grace,  and  riches  of  glory,  and  riches  of  peace. 
Oh  but   thefe    promifes  hypocrites   may  have!    they  i 
xnay  be  loft,  and  hunger  and  thirtt,  and  believe.  What,  | 
•as  thofe  do  that  have  their  intereft  in  thefe  promifes?  ■ 
Why  are  they  called  "  precious  promifes?'*     Preciaus  ^ 
promifes  are  not  common  things.     Precious  promifes 
are  not  the  portion  of  a  bafe  -world.     Precious  things 
God  never  gives  to  dogs;  and  believe  me,  you  may 
come  to  know  the  price  of  them  in  the  times  of  ydur  , 
horror  on  death-bed,  that  account  them  common  now. 
Oh  but  many  reft' on  promifes  without  Chrift!     That  ; 
is  all  one,  the  faithful  by  them  come  to  partake  of  the  ] 
divine  nature  of  Chrift,  of,  his  Spirit,  of  divine  confo- 
latious,  peace,  grace,  and  this   is  not  building  on  a 
ivork,  or  refiing.on  a  bare  promife,  when   it  carries 
you  to  Chnft  and  the  cverlafting  embraces  of  him.  ! 
It  is  no  matter  what  promife  gives  peace,  fo  Jong  as 
it  lands  us  in  Chrift.    And  therefore  a.  man  may  know 
his  bleffed  eftate   by  a  work,  only  letjne  put  in  three 
cautions. 

I.  Take  heed  you  do  not  in  your  judgmci^t,  or  in 
540ur  praftice  go  about  to  move  the  Lord,  to  love  you  , 
by   your   works,  though  it  be  of  his  making.     For 
all  works  are  fruits,  no'caufes  of  the  Lord's  love,  for 
this  is  Popery  indeed,  and  it  is  hypocrify*     Ifa.  Iviii* 

3» 
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5»  4,  «  Why  have  we  fafted,  and  prayed,  and  de*. 
**  lighted  to 'draw  near,  unto  Godf".  We.  but  look 
.  upon  the  work  and  promilc,  and  be  the  more  vile  in 
,  tliinc  own  eyes,  that  the  Lord  flioukl  promife,  or  do 
any  thing  for  thee.  So  that,  when  you  feel  any  fav-  ^ 
iug  work,  go  not  to  God  with  expcdatioaof  any  good, 
in  the  name  of  that  work,  but  in  the  name  of  that  free 
grace  and  faithfuhiefs  of  God,  which  has  moved  hinx, 
to  make  fuch  precious  promifes  to  fuch  as  thofe  are 
that  haVe  it.  "  Hall  thou  not  faid,  Solomon  Ihall 
reign?"  i  Kings  i.  13.     So  here* 

^.  Take  heed  you  dj  not  fit  down  contented  with 
llie  work,  and  quiet  yourfelves  with  that,  never  look- 
ing to  behokl  his  face,  that  gave  it,  that  wrought  it* 
The  "  poor  blind  nfan,*'  John  ix.  hod  a  mighty  cure 
lipon  him, .  -and  fome  feed  of  faith ;  the  Lord 
brought  the  work,  but  hid  himfelf:  He  wondered 
at  the  great  change,  was  afFcdted  with  his  love,  at: 
Jail  the  Lord  Jefus  conies  himfelf,  "  Doll  thou  be^ 
*'Ueve?  faith  he,  Lord  who  is  h«?  I  am  hg;  then 
**  he  wqrfliiped  him,"  ver.  35,  36,  37..  So  it  is  with  the 
Lord  in  his  way  of  working  grace: 'Oh  therefore 
Jong  to  fee  him  here  in  his  glafs,  and  in  glory,  in 
liis  f:ace  fully!  Truly  there  is  no  work  of  Chrill 
that  is  right,  but  it  carries  the  foul  to  long  for  more 
of  it,  and  to  be  with  him  that  has  done  it.  Many 
phrillians  when  they  have  the  work,  run  away  witli 
It  as  a  good  figti,  and  look  to  the  promife  ;  Oh  but 
long  not,'-  look  not  to  behold  the  Lord!  "  Do  ye 
thus  requite  the  Lord,  Oh  ye  fdolifh  people  and  un* 
wife?"  Were  it  not  enough  that  your  fins  make? 
out  will  you  make  works  and  promifes  alfo  a  partition 
Wall  betw.een  the  Lord  and  ypur  fouls  ?  I  profefs  the 
Lord  .will  fire  fuch  work  about  your  ^ears,  and  dry 
^p  all  j^our  pits,  that  you  may  long  for  to  drink  out 
<>'  the  well  of  life  icfelf.  And  it  is  aJ^lack  mark  of 
unbelief,  that  fliall  keep  thee  from  refl,  Heb.  iv.  3. 
^^y  I  If     Oh  but  \yhen  you  long  to  fee  him,  "  Oh' 
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**  when  lliall  I  appear  before  God!"  PfaL  Ixiii.  2;  3, 4- 
Then  the  Lord  will  fill  thee.  As  leadetl  rings  with  a 
pearl,  fo  promifes  and  Chrift  put  together  (not  divided) 
are  exceeding  precious. 

3.  Do  not  look  to  fee  the  work  or  promife  yours, 
nor  receive  any  confolation  from  either,  unlefs  the 
Lord  appear  in  both,  John  x.  16.  **  They  fliall 
•'  hear  my  voice:"  for  fo  raoft  men  bring  home  hu- 
man, not  divine  confolation  from  a  work.  But  Oh 
fetch  it  from  heaven !  as  in  Peter's  redemption,  Afis 
xii.  You  reafon,  and  others  tell  you,  and  yet  you 
are  full  of  fears  and  doubts;  and  thou  crieft,  Lord 
perfuade  me,  Lord  perfuade  me :  yea,  bold  you  here, 
now  you  are  where  you  ought  to  be.  Do  you  think; 
Chriil  is  filled  with  grace  and  life  for  you,  and  not 
with  confolation  for  you  too?  Only  ufe  means,  andi 
fo  look  up  to  him. 

SECT.     V. 

v^H  therefore  content  not  yourfelves  with  any  hopes 
3'our  eftatc  is  rij2[ht,  until  you  find  this  difference; 
for  the  Lord  fpeaks  peace  only  to  his  people,  and  his 
people  are  differenced  from  all  others.  Hence  how! 
can  you  fay  peac^  is  yours,  till  this  be  cleared  up  un- 
to you  ? 

I  lliall  fpeajc  to  two  forts  of  people 

I.  Thole  that  content  thcrafelves  with  any  thing 
that  may  flop  and  quiet  confcience,  any  flight  worl 
any  poor  defires,  any  hedge-faith,  any  moral  pcrfoi 
mances,  and  groundlefs  conjectures  will  fervc  the! 
turn.  And  being  full,  they  ca;i  hear  all  fermons,  ni 
wind  will  fliake  them,  no  fearching,  threatning  truth 
concern  them ;  they  are  all  fo  good,  that  they  thin 
the  Lord  means  not  them.  Well,  I  fay  no  more 
you  but  this,  know  it,  that  the  time  is  coming  tha 
the  Lord  Jefus  will  try  you,  and  examine  you  to  th 
very  bran;  and  will  defc^ry  all  thy  paint,  and  open 
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thy  luRs  and  tlioughts;  and  thy  nakedners,  and  lliamc,  i 

and  confufion  fliall  be  feen  of  all  the  world.  .  j 

2.  Thofe  that  content  themfclvcrs  with  the  revela- 
tion of  the  Lord's  love,  without  the  fijj.ht  of  any  work,  ! 
or  not  looking  to  it.  I  defire  the  Lord  to  reveal 
himfelf  abundantly  more  and  more,  to  all  that  have  ' 
the  Lord  favingly  reve?iled  unto  them.  For  this  is 
the  mifcry,  Chrill  is  a  hidden  thing,  and  fo  is  his  love: 
Yet  confider, 

1.  God  reveals  not  his  love  to  any  hypocrite,  but  to 
his  people,  that  have  a  work  far  beyond  them. 

2.  That  the  teilimony  of  the  Sp/irit  does  not  make 
a  man  a  Chrillian,  but  only  evidenceth  it.  As  it  is 
the  nature  of  a  witnefs,  not  to  make  a  thing  to  be  true, 
but  to  clear  and  evidence  it.  And  therefore  whether 
the  Spirit  in  the  firil  or  fecond  place  clears  God's  love, 
I  difpute  not,  becaufe  it  is  doubtful;  yet  be.  fure  you 
find  out  the  difference,  viz.  fome  work  in  you,  that 
no  hypocrite  under  heaven  has  :  Elfe  what  peace  can 
you  have  ? 

1.  Hereby  you  c6rae  to  prevent  the  (Iron ge ft  delu- 
fion  that  Satan  has  to  keep  men  in  bondage  to  him- 
felf, viz.  to  give  men  gr.eat  peace,  and  fometimes 
great  ravilhment,  while  they  are  in  their  fins,  that  fo 
he  may  harden  tlieni  there  ftill,  Luke  xi.  2i.  Now 
by  taking  this  courfc,  and  going  to  Chrift  to  untie  the 
knots  of  Satan,  you  do  now  undermine  the  main  plot 
of  Satan,  you  break  his  head,  having  recourfe  to  Chrifl 
to  do  this.  His  policy  is?,  let  your  heart  alone,  let 
Chrift  alone  with  that.  But  now  you  may  be  fure  all 
)our  coufolation  is  of  the  right  make. 

2.  Otherwife  you  quench  the  Spirit,  and  refift  the 
teilimony  of  the  Spirit,  at  lead  one  great  part  of  it. 
For  the  Spirit,  when.it  does  come  to  witnefs  God^s 
'ova,  it  aufwers  all  the  doubts  and  oljjeftions  of  the 
f<>ul  that  it  had  before.  Now  the  great  doubt  of 
God's  people  is  not  only,  Am  I  elccled,  am  I  juftificd 
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s^nd  accepted:  But  am  I  called,  am  I  fanclified,  are 
not  my  defires,  my  faith,  my  love  countfcrfeU?  which 
I  may  have,  and  yet  go  to  hell?  Now  the  Spirit  when 
it  comes  clears  all  doubts,  not  fully.,  but  gradually;  for 
it  is  the  moft  clearing  witncfs ;  and, therefore,  John 
xiv.  18,  19,  20.  '*  At  that  day  you  fliall  know  that 
*'  I  am  in  you,  and  you  in  nic,  and  I  in  the  Father." 
The  Spirit  does  not  only  fay,  Ghrill  is  out  of  you,  in 
heaven,  preparing  and  interceding,  but  in- you,  fanc- 
tifying,  preparing  thee  for  glory,  that  art  a  veffel  of 
glory;  **  and  you  in  me"  by  faith,  by  love,  defire, 
&c.  Now  when  a  man  fliall  fay,  I  look  to  no  work, 
but  only  for  the  Spirit  to  reveal  the  Lord's  love;  in 
feeming  to  defire  the  Spirit,  he  doih  refill  the  Spirit 
of  God, 

3.  Otherwife  you  fliall  be  deprived  of  all  that  a- 
bundant  confolation  which  the  w6rd  holds  out  before 
you.  For  fuppofe  yoii  fay,  I  look  not  to  the  work  of 
God  in  me,  to  receive  any  confolation  from  that,  or 
any  promife  made  to  that,  I  lopk  only  to  the  revela- 
tion of  the  Spirit. 

Anf.  I.  There  is  never  a  promife  but  the  Comfort- 
er is  in  it,  and  they  are  given  for'  that  end,  to  give 
ftfong  confolation,  now  if  you  Ibok  to  no  work,  nor 
no  conditional  promife,  nor  to  find  the  condition  in 
you  (which  yet  Ghrill  mud  and  doth  work)  Lord! 
•  what  abundance  of  fvveet  peace  do  you  lofe?  Rev.  vii» 
17.  The  LaiT)b  leads  them  to  the  **  living  fountain 
**  of  waters,  and  God  wipes  away  all  tears."  And 
for  ought!  know  yau.  fliall  die  for  third  that  refufe  to 
do  it.  "  O  flow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  fcrip- 
**  tures  have  writ!''  all  that  God  has  fpoken!  Ought 
you  not  thus  to  be  comforted  ? 

But  2.  If  you  look  to  a  Spirit  without  a  work; 
whilft  you  do  feek  confolation  from  the  Spirit,  you 
cannot  avoid  the  condemnation  of  the  word.  You 
fay  the  Spirit  has  fpoken  peace  to  you.  But  do  yoa 
love  Chriil?     I  look  not  to  that,  but  to  the  Spirit, 

'Why, 
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Why  the  word  faith,  **  He  that  loves  not  him,  let 
*'  him  be  anathema,"  So,  Is  the  league  between 
your  fins  and  your  fouls  broken?  Anf,  I  lack  npt  to 
that.  Why  John  faith,  **  He  thatxommitteth  fin  is. of 
"  of  the  devil,''  1  John  iii.  8,  9.  Are  you  new  crea- 
tures?  I  look  not  to  that.  Why  the  word  faith, 
"  Unlefs  you  be  born  again,  you  cannot  enter  into 
"  the  kingdom  of  God/'  .  And  the  Lord  knows,  but 
00  your  death-beds,  thus  Satan  may  affault  you,  and' 
then  will  the  Lord  fay,  nay,  look  to  yourfelf.  The- 
word  fhall  be  Belihazzar's  terror.  Ccnfider,  Ffaliu 
xxxii,  1,2. 

4.  Look  to  it,  clf<^  you  Ihall  be  deprived  of  further 
manifettation  and  'communion  with  the  Lord  Jefus. 
The  Lord  reveals  not  all  of  himfelf  at  oncje,  the  day 
dawns  before  the  fun  rifeth,  and  there  is  a  further 
manifellation  of  the  Lord  in  this  life  to  his  people, 
not  for,  but  when  they  indeed  maintaiif  fiich  works 
before  him,  John  xiv,  21.  *'  I  will  manifeft  myfelf 
**unto  bim.'V  How?  O  faith.  Chrift,  *'  Pli  come 
"  and  fup  with  him."  Never  think  the  Lord  will 
diflionour  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  come  into  a  filthy  .heart. 
SilWoes  and  will  grieve  God's  Spirit,  that  he  will  on- 
ly  accufe,  not  fpeak  peace  to  you,  till  all  is  nxrnded. 

5,  Elfe  you  may  fall  everlallingly  away,  as  thofe, 
Heb.  X.  29.  They  had  "  received  the  knowledge  of 
"  the  truth,  and  were  fanftified,"  but  their  wills 
and  hearts  never  changed.  O  take  heed  there  be  left 
**  only  a  fearful  looking  for  of  vengeance!"  .You 
ftand  M  the  brim  of  dellruftion  every  moment,  that 
do  it  not.  For  it  is  plain  hypocrify  not  to  bring 
works  to  the  light;  it  is  not  ceafing  to  go  on  in  a 
covenant  of  works,  John  iii.  20.  And  if  the  I^rd 
do^s  love  yon,-  and  you  will  not  take  the  counfel  of 
the  word,  the  fire  of  the  Lord  fliall  try  you.  And 
when  that  comes,  and  confcience  fliall  afk>  Wherefore 
<^mes-all  this  great  evil  upon  me?  when  your  mife- 
ries  Ihall  be  great,  O  it  fliall  be  faid,  This  was  becaufe 
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I  loved  not  the  Lord,  I  forfook  the  Lord,  &c.  0 
therefore  look  to  the  Lord  now  to  tleanfe  you !  Zech. 
xiii..9. 

OijtSi.At  is  true  there  is  a  difference,  but  is  it  pof- 
fible  to  know  it,  feeing  that  a  falfc  heart  may  go  fo 
far?  elpecially  to  know  it  in  itfelf ? 
.  Anf.  It  is  true,  it  is  difficult  for  men,  miniders,  or 
angels  to  reveal  it,  yet  it  is  eafy  for  the  Lord  Jefus 
to  reveal  it,  and  this  he  does.  This  light  dif- 
covers  hidden  things  as  they  are,  his  *'  Spirit  leads 
*' unta  all  truth."  .And  this  is  a  peculiar  •  privilege 
and  honour,  as  for  God  to  know,  fo  they  partaking 
of  the  divine  nature,  for  them^to  know  their  owa 
hearts,  Jer.  xvii.  9*  And  althoi!?gh  it  be  an  eafy 
thing  for  hypocrites,  that  never  knew  what  grace 
mqant,  to  be  miftaken,  yet  after  the  Lord  has  made 
it  known  to  the  eledl,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  deceive 
them.  As  ifis  with  apothecaries,  that  know  when 
they  tneet  with  counterfeit  drugs;  or  jewellers,  that 
know  the  difference  between  Briftol-ftones  and  pearls. 
As  the  blind  man  faith.  Whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I 
fee;  fo  I  was  dead;  now  behold  I  live.  **  Old  things 
-  **,  are  paffed  away,  all  things  are  become  new."  1  Pet. 
ii.'9.  They  are  "  called  out  of  darknefs  into  marvcl- 
louslight.''  If  they  could  not  fee  a  difference,  why  would 
the  Lord  command  them  to  add  one  grace  to  another, 
and  **grOw  in  grace?"  'May  they  not  well  reply? 
Alas,  Lord  I  know  not  trafh  from  treafure.  I  know 
nothing  thou  haft  commanded  me  to  do,  but  hypocrites 
may  have  and  do.  I  fay,  therefore,  the  work  may  be 
feen  in  itfelf,  and  that  by  a  threefold  light. 

L  The  light  ^f  the  word,  which  is  a  divine  revela* 
tion  of  or  concerning  God  and  man,  and  of  man,  not 
only  as  fallen  in  Adam  (which  difcovers  all  his- fins, 
their  nature,  their  end,  &c.)  but  as  rifen  again  and 
recovered  in  Chrift,  the  birth,  being,  breeding  of  the 
new  creature.     It  difcovers  all  hypocrify  of  the  heart, 

fo 
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fa  that  they  {hall  be  forced  to  fay,  The  Lord  has 
found  me  out ;  and  faints  fhall  fay.  The  Lord  iias 
done  me  good.  As  if  jhe  qucfti<^n  be,  Whom  doth 
the  Lord  Jefus  love?  You  need  not  go  to  heaven  for  it, 
'*the  word  is  nigh  thee."  Thofe  that  love  Chrift : 
Who  are  thofe  ?.  **  Thofe  that  keep  his  commatid- 
"  raents,'*  Sec.  So  that  the  word  is  a. light  to  difcover 
truth  from  falfhood,  the  work  of  grace  from  the  work 
of  hypocrify  ;  and  by  this  light  faints  may  and  do  know 
what  the  work  is.  And  it  argues  dreadful  unbelief 
and  hypocrify  not  to  do  thus,  John  iii.  .19,  20,  21, 
And  this  all  the  faints  are  cofiimandcd  .to  do,  2  Pet; 
i.  19.  "  We  (fealed  with  the  Spirit)  have  a  fure 
•  **  Word  of  prophefy,"  &c.  "  Which  is  a  light  in 
**  adark  place;"  both  to  reveal  God's  heart  andt)ur 
hearts  unto  us ;  hence  "  it  makes  us  wife  to  falvt- 
**  tion." 

II.  The  light  of  the  Spirit  going  with  the  word, 
reveals  the  work ;  without  which  the  work  cannot  be 
feen,  no  pore  than  a  book  written  in  the  faireil  hand 
cr  print,  can  be  feen  without  light  to  fee  it  by  :  And. 
hence  God's  people  cannot  prefently  read  what  the 
Lord  has  written,  &c.  i  John  iii.  24.  That  look 
as  it  is  with  fcripture,  Papifts  fay  they  are  obfcure,  and 
how  do  we  know  thera  ?  We  anfwer, 'there  are  divine 
charafters  of  majefty  and  glory  ftamped  upon  them, 
whereby  we  by  the  fame  Spirit  that  writ  them,  fee 
tbcm,  and  are  perfuaded  of  them  ;  fo  here.  Or  as 
it  is  in  iht  work  of  creation  :  How  can  any  fee  God 
in  it?  We  fay,  in  the  very  workmanftiip  appears  his 
power  and  eternity,  wifdom,  goodncfs,  &c.  Now  al- 
'  though  Athcifts  cannot  fee  thefe,  yet  others  do  and 
can.  So  in  the  workmanfhip  of  the  eledi,  it  is  fo. 
It  is  the  glafs  of  God's  peculiar  mercy  and  love  ;  now 
they  that  never  had  it,  know  it  not,  but  the  faints  do, 
by  the  Spirit  efpecially.  Thus  far  we  grant  the  Sf>i- 
rit's  tcllimony,  that  it  muft  reveal  it. 

IIL 
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III.  The  light  of  experience  and  fenfc :  For  faints 
have  an  experimental  knowledge  of  the  work  of  grace, 
by  virtue  of  which  they  come  to  know  it  as  certainly 
(as  we  difpute  againft  the  Papifts)  as  by  feeling  heat, 
we  know  fire  ij  hot;  by  talUng  honey^  we  know 
it  is  fweet.  Ntuv  this  is  diverfly  apparent  to  expe- 
rience. 

1.  By  meditation  of  the  work,  in  comparing  it  with 
the  rule ;  for  no  dead  creature  can  perform  one  fpi- 
ritual  living  aft  of  life,  no  not  a  good  thought,  though 
they  may  think  of  good  things.  Now  the  Lord  has 
given  to  his  people  a  moll  exa£t  rule  of  life,  hence 
by  meditation  they  may  fee  how  far  it  agrees  or  difa- 
grees  with  the  rule,  and  judge  of  a  living  aft  by  it; 
and  fo  of  the  God  and  Lord  of  life  to  be  there. 
Hence,  *'  Try  yourfelves  ;  know  you  not  Chrift  is  in 
*'  you,"  &c.  And  hence  I  never  knew  yet  a  think- 
ing Chrlllian  deceived,  and  hence  I  fear  all  that  make 
not  this  their  trade,  will  be  to  feek,  and  fo  to  begin 
again  :  O  the  Lord  teacheth  his  people  h|idden  myf- 
teries  by  this. 

2.  By  the  operation  and  working  of  it ;  for  grace 
may  be  in  the  heart,  and  yet  lying  afleep,  and  raked 
up  under  the  alhea,  not  feen,  not  felt,  but  in  the 
operation  of  it,  k  may,  which  is  peculiar  as  the  form 
is.  For  how  do  we  know  we  love  or  delight  in  any 
creature?  By  the  operation  of  love  and  delight.  How 
did  Chrill  manifefl  to  the  Pharifees  that  they  were 
*'  of  their  father  the  devil  ?'»  Why,  "  his  luRs  they 
*'  would  do."  So  Ifbw  can  any  tell  he  knows  the 
Lord,  or  loves  the  Lord,  or  believes  in  the  Lord ! 
The  operation  difcovers  it,  James  ii.  22.  And  hence, 
Gal.v.6.  "  Faith  which  works  by  love.'*  And  though 
hypocrites  a<ft  like  them,  yet  there  is  a  peculiar  virtue 
in  the  one  that  is  not  in  the  other. 

3.  By  their  temptations  and  trials,  Deut.  viii.  2. 
"  The  Lord  has  led  thee  forty  years^  to  prove  thee, 
*'  and  fliew  thee  what  was  in  thy  heart."  Rom.  v.4i5* 

*«  Tribo- 
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"  Tribulanon  breeds  experience,  and  that  hope/'^or 
expeftation  of  that  which  ihall  never  make  us  afliam- 
eel.  '  I  will  name  no  more.  But  look,  as  we  laid,  lo 
them  that  cried  out  againll  prayer  without  a  book, 
we  anfvver.  Has  a  man  dwelt  in  bis  own  heart  fo 
many  years,  and  not  known  his  wants,  to  make  him 
pray  ?  Nor  the  Lord's  work  of  mercy, .  to  make  him 
blefs  ?     So  here. 

QbjeR.  2.  But  if  a  man  looks  to  his  work,  this  will 
interrupt  and  break  his  peace. 

Anf.  I.  It  may  and  doth  break  and  interrupt  afalfe 
peace ;  as  many  fay,  yet  they  trull  in  the  Lord's 
mercy,  O  it  is  a  prefumptuous  peace. 

2.  Negleft  of  this  yields  molt  unpeaceablencfs, 
even  in  thera  that  are  fincere.  You  have  peace,  and 
then  break  out  into  pride  and  paflion  a^^ain  \^  then 
queftion  all.  The  Spirit  will  figh,  not  firig  in  that 
bofora,  Pfalm  xxxi,  i,  2,  3.  •  Judg.  xvi.  20.  Neither 
can  you  avoid  the  condemnation  of  the  word,  though 
you  maintain  confolation  from  the  Spirit,  nur  fufpicioa 
of  hyp,icrify. 

3.  This  is  tlie  way  to  peace,  2  Peter  i.  7,  8,  9. 
Mat.  xi.  29,  30.  Chrill's  **  yoke  is  eafy,'*^nd  yielda 
peace,  in  life  and  after  life  too.  Rev.  xiv.  13.  **  Their 
"  works  follow  them.*'  So  that  "hereby  comes  double 
peace  and  reft. 

1.  From  horror. 

2.  From  fin,  which  is  wonderful  great. 

ObjeEl.  3.  But  I  look  to  Chrift,  I  look  to  no. work. 
If  1  have  him,  I  have  all. 

AnJ.  True:  Firft  look  to  have  him,  to  be  compre- 
hended by  him,  that  fo  you  may  comprehend  him. 
But  becaufe  you  look  for  all  in  him, .  will  you  look  for 
nothing  from  him  !  Will  you  have  Chrift  fit  in  heaven, 
and  not  look  that  he  fubdue  your  lufts  by  the  work  of 
his  grace,  and  fo  fway-in  your  hearts  ?  You  defpife  his 
kingdom  then.  Do  you  feek  for  pardon  in  the  blood 
of  Chrift,  and  never  look  for  the  Virtue  and  eud  of  that 

blood 


300  ON  THE  PARABLE  Or   *.-*- 

blood  to  wafh  you,  and  make  you  without  fpot,  &c  ? 
You  defpife  his  Prieft-hood  and  blood  then..  Do  you 
look  for  Chrift  to  do  work  for  you,  and  you  not  to  do 
Cli rift's  work,  and  bring  forth  fruit  to  him  ?  You  def- 
pife his  honour  then,  John  xv.  8.  If  I  were  to  dilcov- 
cr  a  hypocrite,  or.  a  falfe  heart,  I  would  fay,  It  is  be 
that^fhall  fet  up  Chrift,  but  loath  his  work.  To  have 
Chrift,  is  fweet,  as  Capernaum ;  to  follow  Chrift,  is 
heavy,  John  xiv.  21.  23. 

Object.  4.  But  if  I  have  the  witnefs  of  the  Spirit, 
what  need  I  have  any  other  diflference  ? 

Anf.  The  witnefs  of  tlie  Spirit  makes  not  the  firft 
diff:rrence.  For  firft  a  man  is  a  believer  and  in  Chrift, 
and  juftified,  called,  fanftiftcd,  before  the  Spirit  docs 
witnefs  it ;  clfe  the  Spirit  ftiould  witnefs  to  an  unlrulh 
and  a  lie.     For  unbelievers  are  under  wrath. 

2.  If  the  Spirit  does  not  witnefs  this  peculiar  work 
to  be  in  you,  and  clear  it  to  you,  tell  me  how  you 
can  efcape  the  anguilh  of  confcience  and  the  terrors 
of  hell  in  your  hearts,  unlefs  confcience  be  feared 
and  blinded  ?  When  the  Lord  Ihall  fet  confcience 
to  aik  and  fay,  I  chufe  none  but  whom  I  call,  I 
call  none  but  whom  I  juftify,  I  juftify  none  bot 
whom  1  fandVify,  and  that  not  with  a  common,  bot 
a  peculiar  work :  Is  it  fo  with  you  ?  If  it  be  dark 
or  doubtful,  can  you  but  think  all  your  joys  have 
been  dreams,  and  your  witnefs  dclufions  ?  Therefore 
look  unto  this. 

Objea.  5.  But  if  I  fhould  do  this,  I  Oiould  look  to 
find  fomc  cleannefs  in  niyfelf,  whereas  I  am  to  fee 
nothing  but  ungodlinefs  :  Goats  are  clean  creatures. 

Anf.  I.  When  you  ftand  before  Chrift's  judgment- 
feat  to  receive  pardon,  you  are  here  to  look  upon  all 
as  unclean,  and  yourfelves  ungodly. 

2.  When  you  come  to  look  upon  your  fanftifica- 
tion,  you  are  to  fee  it  as  it  is,  mixt  wKh  fin  and  cor- 
ruption, and  f>  caufe  of  being  abated  as  low  as  hell  for 
what  is  done  ;    yet  that  cleannefs  and  truth  there  is, 

you 
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you  mull  fee  too,  Rom.  vii.  he  felt  **  a  law  warriog 
"  againft  the  law  of  his  mind,"  yet  he  felt  another 
law  too,  which  he  made  an  evidence  of  his  being  ia 
Chrift,  Rom.  viii.  1.  Giving  all  the  ghry  of  it  to 
Chrift.  "  Not  I  but  Chrift."  And  yet  Paul  was  no 
goat.  It  11  one  thing  to  fee  grace  in  myTcIft  another 
thing  to  look  upon  it  as  mine,  to  clear  me  withal. 
You  are  to  fee  the  Lord's  work,  and  not  appropriate 
it  to  yourfelf.  And  this  let  me  fay,  if  there  be  no 
more  than  ungodlinef?  in  thee,  and  thou*  feed  no 
more,  thou  fhalt  never  fee  God  in  heaven,  Htb.  xii^ 
14-  Nor  didft  never  fee  him  yet,  1  John  iii.  6.  8. 
0  therefore  look  to  a  work ! 

I.  If  you  do  not,  you  have  no  peace.  For  the 
Lord's  fake  do  it  before  fire  try  you,  or  you  ftand 
fcorching  before  the  tribunal  of  God. 

2*  The  fweet  of  it  will  be  great,  as  there  is  nothing 
niore  bitter  than  Chrift's  departing  with  his  holy  prc- 
fence;  fo  nothing  fo  fweet  as  Chrift's  cleaving  to  thee 
in  his  holy  prefenctf:     And  truly  fin, was  never  bitter 
to  that  foul  to  which  the  work  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  Was 
,  not  fweet,    though  it  is  accounted  by  feme  almoft  Po- 
pery to  fpeak  fo.     To'  this   all   promifes  are   made, 
iTim*iv.  a.    **  Godlinefs   hath   them."     It  is  true, 
they  are   made  to  Chrift,    /;  e.    to  Chrift    myftical, 
I  Cor.  xti.  12.  yet  to  the  Head,  as  the  foundation-4ind 
conveyer  of  all  to  the  eleft,  Eph.  i.  23.   2  Pet.  i.  3,  4. 
If  you  dcfpife  work,  you  defpile  promifes,  and  fodefpife  . 
Chrift,  and  the  Lord  knows  what  ufe  you  may  have 
(if  them  before  you  die. 

SECT.     VL 

Ufc  7.  Of  Exhort.  L  O  the  people  of  God,  in  whom 
the  Lord  has  made  this  great  ciiange,  and  made  a 
dilFcrence  between  you  and  all  the  world.  Take  heed 
of  denying  your  work,  and  this  real  apparent  expref. 
fion  of  the  Lord's  love*     How  many  doubting,  droop. 

ing 
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iog  fplrits  are  tiierc,  that  though  others  may  fee,  and 
though  them  (elves  hav&-ielt  the  fenfible  expreffion  of 
the  Lord's  love,  yet  oft  comfe  to  this  conclufion,  or 
fear  that  the  Lord  did  never  yet  good  unto  me  ?  And 
difpute  againft  it,  and  think  that  this  an  hypocrite 
may  have,  Ifa.  xlix.  14.  There  are  two  ways  where- 
by grace  "is  derpifed. 

X.  B/  making  common  grace  fpecial.  • 

2.  By  making  fpecial  grace  common.  The  cleft  J 
are  apt  to  do  fo  before  they  are  called,  as  Paul  thought  ] 
his  iniijcent  godlinefs  gain ;  they  are  apt  to  do  the 
latter  when  once  in  Chrift.  All  this  we  may  have, 
and  yet  go  to  hell.  Oh  take  heed  of  defpiling  this 
kindnefs  whish  the  Lord  Jefus  has  not  Ihewn  to  the 
greateft  puentates  of  the  worlJ. 

Oij.  Yea,  if  I  did  but  know  it ;  but  I  am  put  to  fuch 
fears  and  djubts  about  it,  that  I  know  not  what  to 
make  on  it.*  « 

I.  Do  not  think  that  thou  art  under  the  power  of  , 
thy  fin^  when  thou  art  at  war  with  thy  fin,  and  it  with 
thee.  For  the  L^rd  many  times  clears  up  his  love  to 
the  foul,  an^  it  is  better  than  life  to  him,  but,  then 
winds  arife,  and  ftorms  ome',  and  fin  and  Satan 
affauUs,  and  now  he  cries  out,  he  perilhes,  and  that 
be  was  never  reJeemed  by  Chrift,  nor  never  faw 
Ghrift's  love.  Should  his  foul  be  thus  enfnared, 
thus  alTaulted,  and  no  ftrenglh  againft  it,  and  there- 
fore being  under  the  power  of  it,  hence  he  never  had 
pardon;  they  cannot  overcome  their  corruptions, 
though  they  llrive  againft  them,  hence  think  they  are 
under  the  power  of  them,  and  then  fay,  Where  is 
Chrift's  Spirit  ?  &c.  Anf.  When  Rebekah  had 
twins,  fo  that  (he  was  troubled,  flie  went  to  the  Lord, 
who  told  her,  "  The  elder  fliall  ferve  the  younger  :'• 
fo  there  is  flefli  and  Spirit  in  faints,  and  thefe 
two  are  contrary,  fo  that  you  cannot  do  the  things 
you  would  :  And,  fometimes,  cannot  will ;  yet, 
fometimesi    oppofeth    this.      Well,    know   it^    that 

the 
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the  elder  and  ftronger  ihall  ferve  the  younger,  it  fhall 
be,  Lord.  A  man  that  is  at  war  with  another,  has 
received  power  againll  him,  but  victory  is  not  gotten 
prcfently  ;  fo  it  is  here ;  judgment  ihall  come  to  vic- 
tory. Though  thou  art  bruifed,  and  canfl:  not  raife 
up  thyfclf;  now  there  is  no  fear  of  breaking,  if 
God  will  not  do  that,  none  (liall  do  it,  and  therefore 
thou  (halt  get  viftory.  Only  know  for  the  prefent, 
thou  haft  power.  Thou  goell  to  all  ordinances,  and 
when  no  help  there,  raifeft  the  power  of  heaven.  Oh 
Lord  awake !  *' Awake,  Oh  arm  of  the  Lord  I' » 
Ifa.  li.  9.  ^ 

2.  Do  not  thinly  that  the  being  of  grace  is  loft» . 
when  it  is  hid,  by  the  ceffation  of  it  for  a  tinie  fronv 
a£ls.  For  it  is  hard  to  know  whether  grace  be  there, 
when  afts  are  not  feen  nor  felt ;  now  fometimes  it  is 
-io :  the  heart  is  carclefs  and  negligent,  ceafcth  from 
afting,  quencheth  the  flame  of  the  Spirit.  Hence 
conie  fears,  was  there  ever  grace  here:  the  fluggard's 
garden  .is  full  of  nettles,  and  he  faith.  Was  there  ever 
good  fcfed  fown  here  ?  Anf.  Gonfider,  it  is  in  this  cafe, 
as  it  is  in  fin.  Though  the  aQ:  of  fin  ceafetb,  yet 
there  is  a  bent  of  heart  ftill  toward  it;  and  a  Carnal 
heart  will  return  to  his  old  bias,  and  bent  again  :  So 
though  the  aft  of  grace  ceafeth,  yet  there  is  an  inner 
man,  a  gracious  bent  and  frame  put  upon  the  will, 
that  though  for  a  time  it  ceafeth  acting,  yet  it  will 
return  to  its  old  benr  again,  to  its  own  nature,  which 
is  called  •*  the  feed  of  God,''  i  John  iii.  9*.  From 
which  a  man  can  nqver  fall.  For  in  fleep  there  is  ^ 
,  ceffation  from  afts,  yet  the  frame  remains  ftill.  la 
the  old  law,  if  any  unclean  thing,  fell  on 'a  pitcher,  it 
was  accounted  unclean  ;  but  jf  in  a  fpring,  not ;  be- 
caufe  it  would  work  it  out  again  ;  fo  here  :  There  is 
a  fpring  of  grace,  which  may  be  muddied  and  ftopt  up, 
yet, it  will  work  itfelf  clear  again.  And  tl}is  God*g 
people  fliall  find,  there  is  fomething  in  them  that 
fprings  up  to  cverlafting  life  all  their  days.   * 
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3.  Do  not  judge  only  of  the  truth  and  mcafureof 
grace  by  what  thou  hall  in  thy  hand  of  feeling;  but 
by  what  thou  hall  in  thy  hand  of  faith  in  the  promife. 
God  has  ever  delighted  to  keep  his  people  fhortof 
what  they  would  have,  and  to  give  them  but  little, 
infomuch  that  they  often  queftioo  the  truth  of  grace, 
feeling  fo  little  nieafure  of  it.  Yet,  they  look  to  the 
riches  of  God's  grace,  to  the  freenels  and  riches  of 
the  Lord's  premife,  and  hang  there,  and  plead  that, 
and  fuck  that  breaft.  Anf.  O  now  confider  thQU 
art  empty,  but  remember  the  Lord  Jefus  is  full,  and 
the  promife  is  free  and  fu41.  O  the  riches  of  it,  to 
give  abundantly,  and  to  work  truth  in  thee  !  HenGc 
it  is  there  in  the  promife,  and  thy  faith  hangs  on  the 
promife  for  it :  Why,  it  is  thipc  by  faith  then.  The 
nature  of  faith  is  to  carry  the  foul  empty  to  a  promife 
and  the  Lord's  grace,  and  Chrift  there,  fo  that  it 
knows  not  whither  clfe  to  go  for  bread  but  here. 
Now  faith  doing  thus,  it  makes  the  promife  and  all 
of  it  thine.  2  Peter  i.  i«  4.  Abraham  had  his  child 
firft  in  the  promife,  when  he  left  a  dry  body,  and 
faw  a  barren  womb.  And  know  it,  it  is  infinite  mer- 
cy to  be  kept  up  in  the  promife,  and  thou  givcft  the 
Lord  infinite  glory  by  embracing  of  it  now,  and  thou 
mayeft  triumph  here.  *'  Haft  not  thou  faid,  Lord, 
'•  that  Solomon  fliall  reign,"  and  fin  (hall  not  ?  It 
Ihall  not.  O  rejoice  O  heavens  and  earth  at  this, 
for  the  Lord  has  vifited  me!  God.  took  from,Pau' 
his  revelations,  and  fent  diftempcrs,  that  grace  might 
be  raanifefted  in  the  promife. 

4.  Do  not  think  that  the  Lord's  heart  is  not  to- 
wards thee,  while  be  hides  his  face  from  thee.  For 
there  Inay  be  frowns  in  a  father's  face,  and  yet  love 
in  his  heart :  the  Lord  purpofely  hides  himfelf  from  his 
people  fometirnes,  efpecially  when  they  begin  to  grov 
weary  of  him,  or  proud,  but  yet.  his  heart  is  towards 
them  ftill.  Now  they  think  not  fo,  when  in  utter 
darknefs,**  then  they  think  there  is  no  lovp.    The 
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womanaf  Canaan  befought  Chrift  oft^  yet  he  heard 
not,  yet  his  heart  was  towards  her.  How  did  that 
appear?  Her  heart  and  faith  was  ftill  toward  hini, 
ihe  >yould  not  leave  him  though  ihe  fhould  have  but 
cnimbs.  Ifaiah  xxxv.  ij.  and  viii.  17.  And  the 
Lord  doth  putpofely  hide  his  face  in  love,  that  hia 
peoples  hearts  may  be  towards  him,  Hof.  v.  15.  and 
vi.  7. 

5.  Do  not  judge  of  the  Lord's  Jove  and  heart  to» 
ward  you  in  thefe  fad  times  by  prefent  feelings,  but 
by  the  iffue  of  them*  For  fuch  is  the  Lord's  carriago 
towards  his  people  fomdtimcs,  that  God  feems  whol- 
ly to  crofs  them,  and  appears  in  all  their  ways  with 
a  drawn  fword  againft  them.  He  doth  not  only  leave 
them  to  their  enemies,  as  he  did  Sampfon,  btft  to  their 
fins,  aad  to  Satan  to  buffet  them,  that^  there  is  no- 
thing but  clouds  of  wrath,  and  no  ftar  appearing. 
Now  look  to  the  iffue,  and  **  mark  the  upright  man, 
"hisend.is  peac6;"  and  confider  this,  ChrilVs  king- 
dom is  hid,  and  he  brings  contraries  out  of  contraries^ 
be  makes  darknefs  light,  bell  heaven,  guilt  pardon^ 
weaknefs  ftrength,  and  calls  things  that  are  not,  as 
though  they  \Vere-  Then  think  within  thyfelf,  I  will 
conclade  nothing  againit  myfeif,  but  ftay  and  wait 
t^hat  the  iffue  will  be,  which  is  ever  glorious,  Jameg 
i*  2,  3,  4.  1  Peter  i,  5,  6,  7.  Confider,  has  not  the 
iord  done  thee  much  good  already  ?  O  confider  what 
is  then  behind  r 

6.  Never  enter  into  difpute  with  Satan,  or  thine  owa 
felfi  about  thy  eftate,  but  taking  and  making  fcrip- 
^iire  aid  word  to  be  the  judge  of  tlie  controverfy. 
Fears  come  in,  you  (hall  never  have  mercy,  never  have 
Jwwer;  who  told  you  fo?  Doth  the  word  fay  .that? 
The  Lord  never,  gave  himfelf  to  me,  I  fear  it!  Doth 
the  word  fay  fo?  Never  was  any  as  I;  doth  the  word 
%  fo!  Or  doth  not  the  word  fay  fo,  God  delights  to 
pick  out  the  vileft^  to  fend  the  phyficia(n  to  them  that 
he  fick.     I  cannot  fee  nor  conceive  ^ny  mercy;  doth 
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the  word  fay  fo?  Are  not  the  Lord's  thoughts  above 
thine  ?  I  have  not  that  peace  that  others  have,  there- 
fore the  Lord  ipten  Js  none  toward  me ;  doth  the  word 
fay  fo?  O  but  others  if  they  knew-  me,  would  loath 
me!  doth  the  word  fay  fo?  Whea  as  it  faith,  "  Doubt* 
*'  Icfs  then  thou  art  our  Father,'*  Ifaiah  Ixiii.  i6.  And 
bring  before  this  judge  both  fides,  not  only  what  fin 
can  fay  or  may  do  againft  thee,  but  what  the  word  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  can  fay  for  thee,  Jer.  xxxi.  i8*2o. 
Ephraira  cries  out  of  ftubbornefs :  '*  O  but  is  not  Eph- 
rairti  my  only  fon  ?'*  Hear  Ephraim  lamenting  too. 
And  hear  nothing  againll  a  word.  Look  on  Paul  war- 
ring againft  Chrift,  and  yet  the  law  of  Chrift  in  him 
alfo,  Luke  xxiv.  25. 

7.  In  times  of  grcatcft  and  fmalleft  fears,  remem- 
ber to  be  humble  and  vile  in  thine  own  eyes,  worthy 
never  to  be  beloved.  And  let  the  Lord  have  his 
will  of  thee,  and  this  will  give  you  peace:  God  de- 
nies mercy  to  that  man  that  will  be  lord  of  it :  To  be 
fure,  evidence  mercy  then  he  will  not;  and.  when  he 
doth  manifeft  it,  it  is  then  when  pooreft  and  vileft, . 
and  heart  is  meek  and  humble,  Kaiah  Ivii.  15,  16. 
Matth.  xi.  29.  O  the  Lord  opens  bis  heart  and  love, 
when  once  his  will  is  dean  The  Lord  calls  by  Ws 
rod  and  frowns  now;  and  creates  peace.  Thus  you 
may  come  to  fee  the  work  of  the  Lord's  grace  in  you. 

The  minifters,  to  take  heed  of  making  precious 
things  common,  by  giving  in  falfe  figns  and  evidences 
of  love,  but  look  up  to  the  Lord  for  a  fpecial  Spirit 
here. 

To  God's  poor  people,  and  thankfulnefs.  O  that 
he  "  hath  called  thee  from  darkncfs  into  marvelloua 
light,  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son!'*  O  that 
when  fo  many  come  near  to  mercy,  and  fall  fhort  of 
it;  yet  me  to  be  let  in  I  Caleb  and  Jofhua  tobekt 
into  Canaan,  when  the  reft  fo  near,  and  all  periflii 
Blefs  the  Lord  for  all  afflifitions,  fears,  teroptatiottfi 
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eaemles,  evils,  hidings  of  his  face,  hereby  he  has 
but  tried  thee  and  purged  away  thy  drofs ;  and  be 
comforted  againft  all  reproaches  of  hypo'crify  and 
apoflacy,  and  a  proud  world  that  caft  iilth  in  the  face 
of  holincfs.  "  Now  we  are  fons  of  God,  it  appears 
"not  what  we  fhall  be,  but  we  fliall  be  like  him 
*'  in  glory,*'  in  grace,  in  honour,  in  his  kingdom ; 
"  for  we  fhall  fee  jiim  as  he  is."  And  as  for  you 
that  live,  and  lie,  and  bed  it  with  your  cafe,  lufts, 
loath,  and  God  fends  you  means,  but  the  bellows  are 
burnt,  the  lead  is  melted,  and  your  drofs  not  con- 
fumed  ;*' Reprobate  Glvtt  fliall  men  call  you,  and 
God  fliall  deftroy  all  your  confidence.'*  But  you 
that  are  the  Lord*-s,  O  that  you  would  fee  what  the 
Lord  has  done!  he  has  put  heaven  into  thy  foul,  and 
his  work  which  is  more  glorious  than  the  creation  of 
heaven  and  earth. 


CHAP.    XV.      SECT.    I. 

Shewing  rbat  the  bypocrify  of  the  heart  proceeds 
from  a  nioant  of  faving  illumination  in  the  under ^ 
Standing* 


'T'HE   fpring  or  the  great  caufe  and  ^original  of 
^      evangelical  truth  and  hypocrify  is  the  mind  of 
man. 

For  here  there  was  an  apparent  difference  between 
virgins  in  their  praftice  and  in  their  wills,  as  has  been 
ftewn;  yet  the  Lord  exprefles  it  in  general  thus, 
that  fome  of  them  were  wife,  (which  is  one  part  of 
the  perfedtion  of  the  underftanding)  and  fome  of 
thera  were  foolKh  (which  is  the  great  defeft  of  light 
ia  the  mind' or  underftanding)  becaufe  the  truth  of 
the  one  and  the  fallehood  of  the  other,  manifefted 
what  their  hearts  were,  in  their  heada^  and  minds; 
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«nd  the  truth  in  the-  one,  and  hypocrify  io  the  other 
did  arife  and  was  maintained  by  wifdom  in  feme  of 
their  minds,  and  by  folly  in  the  mind  of  fome  others. 
Folly  or  want  of  divine  light  made  the  one  unready 
for  Chrift,  wifdom  or  having  of  divine  light,  made 
the  other  prepared  for  him :  not  that  it  doth  exclude 
the  evil  or  change  of  the  will  and  aficftions,  but  be- 
caufe  they  manifell  themfelves,  and  are  maintained  in 
the  mind.  Hence  I  fay,  one  great  reafon  or  origiiial 
of  both  lies  in  the  mind*  Mattb.  vt,  2z,  23.  **  ff 
•*  thy  eye  be  fingle,  thy  whole  body  is  light,"  8cc 
The  eye  or  mind  of  a  man  fits  like  a  coach-man,  and 
guides  the  head-ftrong  afFeftions;  if  now  this  be 
blind,  there  will  be  falls  and  deviations  in  crooked 
ways,  John  iii.  19,  20.  **  Light  is  come."  Naw 
what  is*  the  condemnation?  Men  love  darkncfs," 
J.  €.  will  be  blind,  and  having  fore  minds  and  hearts, 
will  not  look  up  to  the  fun:  They  fee  not,  nor  receive 
not  the  truth  in  love,  and  hence  condemned,  and  r. 
contra.  Hence  Deut*  xxix,  i,  2,  3,  4.  Mofes  feO 
down  the  caufes  of  all  their  evils:  *'  The  Lord  has 
♦*  not  given  you  eyes  to  fee  to  this  day.'*  They  did| 
fee  and  hear  by  natural  and  acquired  knowledge,  but 
not  by  a  divine,  created,  infufed  knowledge,^  all  that 
God  had  wrought  and  done  for  them:  Hertce  whea 
the  Lord  intends  to  fefal  down  the  Jews  under  unbe- 
lief. Ifaiah  vi.  10.  The  Lord  then  faid,  "  Shut 
**  their  eyes  left  they  fee,  and  fo  be  converted."  The 
heart  makes  the  eyes  blind,  and  the  mind  makes  tte 
heart  fat.  %A  man  that  is  at  enmity  with  God,  the 
Lord  fcts  hitfi  againft  himfelf.  Hence  men  are  left  of 
God  to  their  own  lufts,  Luke  xix.  42.  44.  *^0 
♦*  that  thou  hadft  known !  and  they  knew  not 
*'  the  day  of  viiitation."  .  Hence,  Deut. '  xxxii.  a9» 
**  O  that  this  people  had  been  wife  to  confider  thcif 
•*  latter  end!"  You  know  it  is  in  the  Proverbs  of 
Solomon  the  frequent  title  of  thofe  that  are  fincere 
and  falfo-hearted,  the  one  is  called  wife,  and  the  other 
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foolifh ;  infdmuch,  that  fonie  divined  have  made  a  nc- 
ccffity  of  a  change  and  turnitig  about  of  the  will,  when 
there  is  fiilnefs  and  clearneis  of  light  in  the  mind. 
Elfe  they  fay  a  man  might  be  fapicns  and  yet  impius 
too,  which  cannot  be.  But  I  dii'pute  noj  about  that; 
there  be  many  brute  creatures  that  imitate  the  know- 
ledge of  man,  yet  there  is  no  mind  of  man  or  reafoir- 
able  foul  in  them;  fo  hypocrites  may  hav€  excellent 
abilities  of  reafon,  and  yet  fall  fhort  of  that  new  mind, 
the  eye  and  direftor  of  the  whole  man,  that  the  faints 
Ijave.  It  is  ever  dark  night  uith  them,  the  fun  of 
glory  never  did  yet  arife  upon  them. 

SEC  t.  ir. 

JDECAUSE  all  divine  light  of  glory  is  ever  powerful 
through  Chrift  to  change  the  heart.  Hence  if  hypo- 
rites  had  it,  their  hearts  would  be  fincere,  which  isilot 
fo,  and  hence  they  ever  want  It,  whatever  ligiit  elfe 
they  have;  and  hence  thofe  that  have  it  muft  be  fm- 
ccre,  John  viii.  32,  "  You  Ihall  know  the  truth,  and 
•'  it.ftiaH  make  you  free,"  /.  e.  from  your  bondage  of 
fears  and  fins;  hence  David  prays  for  light,  Pfal.  cxix. 
33>  34-  and  then  he  Ihall  be  fct  at  liberty. .  As  iron 
indrawn  to  the  load-ftone  by  a  fecret  hidden  virtue,  fo 
there  is  a  fecret  virtue  of  divine  ligiit  that  draws  the 
woft  iron  heart;  nay,  changes  it,  John  xvii.  17. 
^'  SanSify  them  through  thy  truth,"  &c.  For  this  is 
the  difference  between  God  and  man's  teaching:  and 
fcence  when  the  gofpel  comes  in  power,  it  comes  in  dQ- 
nionftration;  whereby  the  heart  is  mightily  overpower- 
^y  that  it  cannot  but  fall  down  before  God,  whofe 
Voice  and  truth  it  hears.  And,  hence  the'  young  man 
faw  feme  worth  in  Chrift,  but  not  enough,  and  hence  he 
fcrfook  Chrift.  Truth  is  not  ftones,  but  bread  to  them 
that  fee  it  indeed. 
2.  Becaufe  the  mind  is  the  firft  inlet  of  all  fin  and 
U  3     .  grace 
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gr^ccyjajid  hence  all  hypocrify  fprings  from  thence. 
Hence  when  S^tan  laid  his  train  to  blow  up  all  the 
world  by  fin,  he  firft  enters  into  difpute  and  parly 
with  Eve,  and  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  deceived  her,  i 
Tim.  ii.  14.  "  The  woman  wa?  firft  deceived," 
And  hence  when  Satan  came  with  his  laft  and  ftroog- 
eft  temptation,  to  draw  away  the  heart  of  Chrift  to 
him,  he  attempted  it  by  a  fudden  prefenting  to  his 
jnind  the  glory  of  all  the  world,  hoping  hereby  to 
get  in.  Nay/ in  the  unpardonable  fin  there  izfumms 
c(Zcitasj  to  call  evil  good;  and  good  evil.  And 
hence  the  Pharifees  that  did  commit  it,  were  called 
blind;  and  when  fm  is  entered,  it  ftrengthens  ilfelf 
by  the  mind,  Hcb.  iii.  13.  *'  Left  any  of  you  be 
•'  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin."  As  it  is 
■with  cities,  they  might  eafily  be  taken,  but  for  the 
forts  that  are  built  about  them,  and  the  foidiers  that 
are  in  them :  fo  men  fet  up  theiir  hearts  and  minds  a- 
bove,  and  againft  the  Lord  Jefus.  The  power  of  fia 
lies  in  the  power  of  darknefs,  as  the  power  of  a 
weak  ftate  in  rhe  wifdom  of  its  counfel.  And  hence 
when  the  Spirit  comes,  all  the  work  of  it  is  cxpreff- 
ed  by  conviflion  of  fin,  righteoufnefs  and  judgraenr, 
becaufe  convince  one  eiFc6luaUy,  and  you  convert 
him.  And  hence  when  the  Lord  comes  with  life, 
he  comes  in  by  light,  Ephefians  v.  14.  **  Chrift  Ihall 
**  give  thee  light.**  And  hence  when  the  gofpel 
comes  to  take  away  all  darknefs  and  fin,  it  is  faid, 
Satan's  chief  policy  lies  in  this,  to  blind  mens  eycS| 
2  Cor.  iv.  4.  Either  by  obfcuring  the  light,  or  by 
kindling  a  falfe  light  in  their  minds,  that  they  fiiall 
think  they  fee,  when  their  darknefs  remains;  not 
but  that  there  is  filth  enough  in  the  will,  but  Sataa 
knows  that  Chrift  fhines  into  the  heart  by  the  mind; 
and  hence  he  blinds  men,  and  then  he  knows  he 
fliall  damn  men.  Beloved,  if  men  'had  the  Spirit, 
it  would  lead  them  into  all  truth,  now  this  the  world 
cannot  receive,'   becaufe,  John  xiv.  17.   **  It  knows 
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"  him  not."  This  is  that'  which  opens  und  fliuts 
to  all  life  and  fm  ;  not  that  bare  liglit  can  change  the 
will,  but  the  Lord  'doth  it  by  the  power  of  his  truth 
and  light :  and  as  it  is  with  water  coming  through 
ibme  mines,  there  is  a  healing  virtue  in  it,  fo  light 
coming  from. everlaftiog  love,  it  heals  men  of  their 
evik. 

SECT.    III. 

Ufe  I.  JlIENCE  fee  the  danger  of  two  forts  of 
men  cfpccially. 

I.  Of  thofe  that  fly  from  the  light,  which  is 
done  fundry  ways.  I  will  mention  only  one,  that  is 
ufed  by  a  falfe  heart.  A  man  is  troubled  in  mind 
concerning  his  eftate^  fears  death  and  hell,  and  fo 
fc^  fhall  be  faved,  how  can  I  be  one,  fee.  How 
comes  he  to' fear  ?  The  Lord  has  by  his  Spirit  in  the 
word  difcovered  and  found  out  his  fin,  the  thief  is 
taken  and  apprehended,  and  condemned,  he  hes^rs 
ftill,  but  yet  can  find  no  peace.  Why  ?  Becaufe  he 
lives  in  thofe  fins  that  he  is  convinced  of.  Hence  the 
Word  raifeth  damps  and  heart-qualms,  that  he  has  no 
peace,  but  is  ever,  pulled  from  his  own  bottom' and 
hypocrify,  and  the  word  difcovcrs  more  fins,  and 
hence  has  no  peace.  The  word*  will  not  give  nor 
<>ffer  Chrift  and  a  bafc  lull  together,  nor  will  not 
fuffer  any  to  have  them  both  in  peace.  Hereupon  the 
foul  finding  no  reft  nor  peace  (which  the  falie  heart 
feeks  for  chiefly)  flics  from  the  light,  efpccially  if  it 
has  found  out  a  lliorcer  cut  to  its  peace,  by  any  device 
or  golden  delufions  of  men.  And  now  they  .  will 
hear  there  no  more,  and  now  the  publiihers  of 
God's  truth  are  tyrannical  tormenters  of  the  con- 
fciences  of  them  that  be  w  eak,  falfe  prophets,  that 
lead  them  out  of  the  way  of  peace.  And  becaufe  of 
this,  they  think  they  were,  led  out  of  the  way  of 
tiuth>  becaufe  out  of  the  way  of  peace.     Or  if  they 
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do  come,  they  can  fit  with  difdaiQ  and  contempt  of 
men  (alas !  they  fpeak  according  to  their  light)  and 
of  all  the  truths  of  God,  which  fliall  one  day  be 
preached  over  again  in  flames  of  fire  to  their  eternal 
horror.  Revelation  vi.  2.  It  is  faid,  <*  Chrill  tides  oa 
*'  a  white  horfe,  conquering  and  to  conquer."  Mca 
have  unruly  hearts  and  ftrong  hearts,  and  they  will 
not  die,  nor  yield  prefently.  And  hence  when  one 
fin  is  call  away,  another  fteps  into  the  room  of  it, 
and  when  that  is  gone,  another  fupplies  the  place  of 
it,  and  commonly  the  flrongeft  fin  and  temptation  is 
the  laft.  Now  hence  Chrift  goes  on,  -rides  on  in  the 
chariot  of  the  word,  conquering  and  to  conquer  ftill. 
ThOfe  that  do  yield,  he  faves;  thofe  that  will  not,  be 
ilays.  Now  thefe-  poor  creatures  have  had  Chrifl's 
arrows  in  them,  and  are  wounded  for  fome  fin,  but 
the  Lord  difcovers  more  ftill;  hence  at  laft  they  fly  »• 
way  with  the  arrows  in  their  hearts  for  eafe*  O  poor 
creatures,  know  it,  the  Lord  Jefus  will  find  you  out! 
You  will  not  be  conquered  by  him,  you  ftiall  never 
Be  faved  by  him.  You  have  light,  you  fliali  haffl 
delufions,  endlefs  unknown  hypocrify  and  darkneis  10 
be  your  portion.  There  is  never  a  plain  heart  but  he 
accounts  that  wound  and  trouble  greateft  mercy,  and 
blefleth  the  Lord,  that  he  will  not  give  him  his  fin^ 
and  peace  with  them  too. 

2.  Thofe  that  fly  not  from  the  light  of  the  truth, 
but  give  it  the  hearing,  but  yet  let  it  flip;  either  not 
minding  it. then,  or  not  pondering  it  afterwards;  that 
before  they  come,  thirll  not  for  more  light,  look  not 
up  for  it,  nor  are  mourning  when  the  Lord  hides  it 
from  their  eyes.  Some  there  bo  that  be  fuch  a''- 
fufBcient  men,  fo  good«  they  need  be  no  better,  fo 
■wife  that  they  need  no  more ;  fome  infufficient  indeed 
to  know,  aiid  hence  ever  learning,  hearing,  but  ne- 
ver coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  If  liglit 
breaks  not  in,  they  can  lie  in  darknefs  ftill,  and  not 
mourn;  and  think  no  more  of  it  than  a  tote  tjiat  is 
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toM,  or  news  that  is  brought.  O  look  to  your  ftand- 
iog^:  for  you  are  in  the  high  road  to  hypocrify,  and 
k  is  impoffible  you  fhoukl  be  kept  from  it  that  ly  fo, 
John  xii.  35.  **  Walk  while  you  have  the  light,  left 
*'  darknefs  come  upon  you."  Satan  knew,  if  Jight 
jcamc  in,  Chrift  would  come  in  :  And  therefore  know 
it,  all  that  time  thou  haft  heard  and  hear^,  but  not 
with  divine  light,  hall  got  only  foniewhat  to  prate  on 
now,  to  be  of  another  opinion  now  from  what  thou 
waft :  O  now  Satan  has  been  let  loofe,  by  the  dread- 
ful vengeance  of  almighjy  God,  to  blind  thee,  that  fo 
thou  mightft  die  in  thy  hypocrify  and  fin.  O  poor 
captives  !  mourn  under  this,  and  behold  yuur  danger 
for  time  to  come. 

Ufe  2.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  many  that  have 
had  mighty  ftrong  affeftions  at  firft  converfion,  af- 
terwards become  dry,  and  wither,  and  confume,  and 
pine,  ami  die  away,  and  now  their  hypocrify  is  mani- 
feft,  if  not  to  all  the  world  by  open  prophanenefs^ 
yet  to  the  difcerning  eye  of  living  Ghrillians,  by  a 
formal,  barren,  unfavoury,  unfruitful  heart  and  courfe, 
bccaufe  they  never  had  light  to  convi£lion  as  yet- 
You  (hall  have  fome  ignorant  creatures  awakened  by 
f?me  thundering  minillry,  weep  and  mourn  for  fin, 
and  after  vanilh  into  fmoke,  being  never  convinced 
of  fin.  Land-floods  of  forrow,  without  a  fpring  .of 
light,  are  dried  up,  and  make  the  heart  mare  fruit- 
ful in  fin  afterward.  Many  go  under  fears  of  wrath, 
and  never  get  peace,  becaufe  never  convinced  of  wrath. 
Many  are  affedcd  with  Chriil,  and  with  joy  of  the 
gofpel,  as  the  ftony  ground,  but  they  wanting  depth 
of  earth,  of  convidlion,  die  away  again ;  and  hence 
^11  the  world  can  never  (top  a  Ghriilian  in  his 
ftimog  profeffion,  no  more  than  they  can  the  fun  in 
his  courfe,  as  Paul,  2  Cor.  v.  11.  *'  We  knowing  the 
terror  of  the  Lord,  perfwade  men-."  And  hence 
Mofes,  Heb.  xi.  27.  feared  no  frowns  of  Pharaoh, 
cared  fcnr  no  "honours  from  Pharaoh,  he  faw  the  God 

that 
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that  was  invifible ;  and  hence  Chrift  prays  for  his  dif- 
ciples,  to  be  kept  from  evil.  ''  The  world  has  not 
*'  known  rae,  but  thcfe  have  known  rae,'*  John  xvii. 
When  men  are  condemned  to  die,  they  take  on,  bc- 
caufe  now  they  fee  death,  but  here  in  time  of  health 
they  fee  it  not.  If  men  wrong  a  child,  their  heart 
fmites  them,  and  grieves ;  but  the  Lord  is  abafed,  dif- 
honoured,  and  men  are  not  ^fFedted,  becaufe  they 
want  light,  and  fee  it  not :  If  men  be  to  match  with 
a  prince,  or  (land  before  him,  it  is  counted  bleffedDefs; 
but  before  Chrift,  it  is  a  burden,  becaufe  men  know  it 
not*  It  is  (Irange  to  fee  fome  people  carried  with 
mighty  alFefiion  again  ft  fm  and  hell,  and  after  Chrift. 
And  what  is  hell  you  fear  ?  A  dreadful  place.  What 
is  Chrift  ?  They  fcarce  know  fo  much  as  devils  do, 
but  that  is  alii  O  truft  them  not!     Many  have,  and 

'  thcfe  will  all  away,  to  fome  lull,  or  opinion,  or  pride, 
or  World  ;  and  the  reafon  is, 'they  never  had  light 
enough,  John  v.  35.  *'  John  was  a  burning  and  fhin- 
•*  ing  light,  and  they  did  joy  in  him  for  a  feafon,"  yet 

.as  glorious  .as  it  was,  they  faw  not  Chrift  by  it,  efpcci- 
ally  not  with  divine  light.  It  is  rare  to  fee  Chriftians 
full  both  of  light  and  affcftion.  Atid  therefore  confi- 
derofthis,  many  a  man  has  been  well  brought  up, 
and  is  of  a  fweet,  loving  nature,  mild,  and  gentle,  and 
harmlefs,  likes  and  loves  the  beft  things,  and  his 
meaning,^ and  mind,  and  heart  is  good,  and  has  more 
in  heart  than  in  ftiew,  and  fo  hopes  all  iliall  go  well 
with  him.  I  fay,  there  may  lie  greateft  hypocrify 
under  greateft  affeftions;  efpecially  if  they  want  light. 
You  (liall  be  hardncd  in  your  hypocrify  by  them.  I 
never  liked  violent  affeftions  and  pangs,  but  only  fuch 
as  were  dropt  in  by  light ;  becaufe  thofe  come  from 
an  external  principle,  and  laft  not,  but  thefe  do. 
Men  are  not  affrighted  by  the  light  of  the  fun,  though 
clearer  than  the  lightning. 

Ufe  3.    Hence  take  heed  of  contenting  yourfelves 
with  every  kind  of  knowledge  :  Do  not  worfliip  every 

image 
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image  ia  your  own  heads ;  cfpecially  you  that  fall 
Ihort  of  truth  or  the  knowledge  of  it ;  for  when  you 
have  fonj€,  there  may  be  yet  that  wanting  which  may* 
make  you  ftncere.  There  are  many  men  of  great 
knowledge,  able  to  teach  thcmfelves  and  others  too, 
;and  yet  their  heart?  are  unfound.  How  comes  this 
to  pafs  ?  Is  it  bccaufe  they  have  fo  much  light  ?  No^ 
but  becaufe  they  want  much  ;  and  therefore  content 
not  yourfelves  with  every  knowledge.  There  is  fome  • 
knowledge  which  men  have  by  the  light  of  nature, 
(which  leaves  them  without  excufe)  from  the  book 
of  creation,  fome  by  power  of  education,  fom^  by  the 
light  of  the  law,  whereby  men  may  know  their  fm  and 
evils,  fome  by  the  letter  of  the  gofpel,  and  fo  men 
may  know  much,  and  fpeak  well,  and  fo  **  in  feeing 
'*  fee  not ;"  fome,  by  the  Spirit  may  fee  much,  fo 
as  to  prophefy  in  Ghrift's  narpe,  and  yet  be  bid  de- 
part,  Mat.  vii.  Now  there  is  a  light  of  glory,  where- 
by the  eleft  fee  things  in  another  manner;  to  tell  you 
how,  they  cannot,  it  is  the  beginning  pf  light  in 
heaven,  and  the  fame  Spirit  that  fills  Ghrift,  filling 
their  minds,  that  they  know,  by  this  anointing,  all 
things,  which  if  ever  you  have,  you  muft  become 
babes  and,  fools  in  your  own  eyes.  God  will  never 
write  his  law  in  your  minds,  till  all  the  fcribblings  oT 
it  are  blotted  out.  Account  all  your  knowledge  kfs 
for  the  gaining  of  this.  It  is  fad  to  fee  many  a  man 
plcafing  himfelf  in  his  own  dreaming  delufions,  yet 
the  poor  creature  in  feeing  fees  not,  which  is  God's 
heavy  curfe  upon  men  under  greateft  means,  and 
which  lays  all  walle  and  defolate,  Ifaiah  vi.  ''  How 
"long?  Until  all  be  wafte,''  ver.  11. 

Vfe  4.  Hence  fee  the  right  way  of  living  a  life  of 
truth,  of  «*  being  an  Ifraelite  in  whom  is  no  guile.'* 
Keep  light  in  your  miqds,  and  you  will  keep  truth 
alive  in  your  hearts-  and  lives.  Many  a  fincere  heart 
may  h?ive  hypocrify  and  much  unfoundnefs  in  him, 
though  he  be  no  hypo<;rite.     But  how  comes  it  fo  to 

be? 
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be  ?  And  whence  fo  little  truth  ?  and  whence  fo  manjr 
fears  and  doubts  about  their  eflates  continually  ?  O  I 
men  lofe  that  glorious  light  that  fometimes  thejr  have. 
For  when  you  have  it  in  an  ordinance,  O  how  fwect 
is  the  Lord  and  all  his  ways  to  you !  Afterward  yoa 
have  loll  your  hearts,  truly  it  is  becaufe  you  have  loft 
your  light. 

Two  ways  hypocrify  vents  itfclf,  which  God's  peo- 
pie  oppofe, 

I.  In  fecret  withdrawing  of  the  heart  to  fin.  O 
now  get  light !  for  fin  never  draws  away,  but  by  ap- 
pearance of  fome  good  at  leaft,  pro  Inc  &?  nunc* 
James  i.  14.  Now  put  off  the  covering,  keep  the 
mind  from  being  deceived,  you  will  keep  th*e  heart 
from  being  hardened,  deaded  and  withdrawn  from 
God. 

^,  In  performing  duties,  but  not  for  Chrift,  as 
their  utraoft  end  ;  now  the  heart  is  bent  this  way, 
yet  it  fails,  becaufe  light  is  gone,  to  fee  and  behold 
the  glory  and  bleffednefs  of  this.  Men  that  have  hon- 
our or  gain  in  their  eye,  are  carried  violently  after  it. 
Men  that  are  bound  for  a  voyage,  will  go  through  ; 
their  eye  leads  them.  Stephen  (peaks  till  the  ilones 
were  about  his  ears,  **  1  fee  Jefus,'*  (faith  he)  **  at 
•*  the  right  hand  of  God.*'  2  Cor.  xv.  58.  •*  Be 
•*  abundant  in  the  Lord's  work,  knowing  that  your 
**  labour  is  not  in  vain*''  Henee  David,  Pfalm  cxix. 
begs  for  knowledge  of  this  and  that,  and  then  he  will 
do  it.  O  therefore  keep  it  in  your  minds  as  precious, 
Prov.  ii.  10.  '*  If  knowledge  be  pleafant,"  &c.— 
And  pray  to  God  to  keep  it  for  you.  Light  is  in 
the  fun,  and  not  ceafed  to  this  day :  fo^  if  the  Lord 
would  put  in  this  light,  and  be  the- perpetual  fountain 
thereof  to  you,  it  would  abide,  &c.  "  Thy  word 
•*  have  I  hid  in  mine  heart,"  &c.  Pfalm  cxix.  11. 

SECT. 
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S  E  C  T.     IV.    ^ 

riENCE  learn  the  cure  of  hypocrify,  viz.  remove 
the  caufe,  which  is  folly^  and  if  you  would  be  fincere» 
O  prize,  and  beg  for  more  light,  and  love  it,  and 
you  (hall  then  after  you  .have  digged  for  it,  find  it* 
Would  it  not  be  fad*  to  be  led  blind-fold,  like  them, 
till  they  were  in  the  midft  of  Samaria,  fo  till  in  the 
midft  of  hell  ?  Would  it  not  be  fad  to  be  like  So- 
domites, groping  for  the  door,  efpecially  y«u  that 
are  come  over  to  this  country  for  more  of  the  know- 
ledge  of  Ch'rift.  O  then  beloved,  take  heed  you  bury 
not  your  minds  in  the  'earth,  lofe  not  your  tboughta 
in  the  dung.  And  you  muft  Hand  one  day  before 
God,  when  the  book  of  the  fecrcts  of  your  hearts 
fliall  be  opened,  when  if  found  too  light,  then  would 
it  not  be  a  doleful  parting  to  lofe  the  Lord  Jefus  after 
fuch  light  and  affections,  for  want  of  a  little  more 
light  ?  O  look  to  yourfelves  now  ! 

Means  X.  Stick  clofe  to  the  guidance  of  the 
fcriptures,  and  love  them.  Mofes  faith,  **  Then 
"  other  nations  ftiall  fay,  what  people  fo  wife  ?'* 
Deut.  iv.  6.  And  ihefe  make  "  the  men  of  God 
**  (a  Tim.  iii.  15.)  full  of  God^s  Spirit,  wife  unto 
"  ialvation  ;"  and  for  ncgleft  of  this,  the  Lord  gave, 
and  does  give  men  up  to  ftrong  delufions,  that  they 
believe  lies,  viz.  **  becaufc  they  loved  not  the 
**  truth."  Never  a  truth  but  is  unfealed  by  blood, 
and  revealed  to  be  the  infinite  wifdom  of  the  Father, 
and  love  to  poor  loft  men,  where  God  opens  all  bi» 
heart ;  if  men  will  defpife  thefe,  it  is  a  pity  but  they 
fiiouW  be  blinded.  Do  not  feoff  at  thofe  that  know 
the  Lord  here,  they  are  fcripture -learned  men,  if  not, 
never  Spirit- learned.  Take  this  for  your  counfellor. 
In  all  your  doubts  and  fears  it  will  teach  you.  A  man 
gets  an  opinion,  or  falls  in  love  with  a  finful  carrup. 
tion,  both  deceive  him.     Why  fo  I    Is  there  no  word 

againd 
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againll  it  ?  O  yes,  but  they  will  not  hear  it,  but  make 
God  and  fcripture  bow  down  to  them,  they  will  not 
be^led  by  it.  O  intreat  the  Lord  to  keep  thee  from 
that. 

Means  2.     JBe  abundant  in  nieditatibn  daily,  Pfalm 

cxix.  99.     It  is  a  hundred  to  o^p  elfe  if  not  miferab- 

.  ly  deluded.     And  ""as  the   Spirit  convinceth  firil  of 

fin,  righteoufners  and  judgment,   fo  let  your  thoughts 

be.     This  makes  a  man  fee  far,  and  fee  much. 

Means  3.  Pra£life  what  you  know,  and  tafte  the 
fweetnefs  of  it  there,  Pfalm  cxix.  loo.  And  then  the 
heart  will  grow  favingly  full  of  divine  light.  Nothing 
makes  men  foolifli  but  this.  *'  O  tafte  and  fee  !*'  O 
if  men  knew  the  fweet  of  this  way  of  truth,  they 
would  ever  walk  in  it,  and  bring  others  to  fubmit  to 
it!  '^  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham,  that  will  teach  his 
•*  family?"  Gen.  xviii.  17.  19. 

Means  4.  Call  up  youf  eyes  to  Chrift'  glorified, 
being  full  of  the  Spirit  for  thee,  and  beg  of  him,  as 
if  he  were  with  thee  to  fend  it  down.  As  Solomoa 
aiked  this.     See  John  vii.  39. 

D/>  6.  O  learn  to  be  exceeding  thankful  for  any 
faving  light  the  L^rd  has  kindled  in  you,  if  ever  it  has 
been  powerful  to  difcover  and  remove  the  hidden  hy- 
pocrify  of  thy  heart,  that  now  the  Lord  has  made 
thee  plain  and  ferious  for  him,  that  it  is  death  not  to 
live,  heaven  for  to  live  unto  him.  O  then  blefs  the 
I-ord  for  that  means  that  did  it  for  thee,  thou  mightft 
have  perifhed  in  thy  own  delufions  and  dreams. 
Time  was,  when  thou  waft  deceived  ;  now  the  Lord 
has  made  thy  eyes  brighter  than  the  fun,  to  fee  fuch 
things  as  are  hid  from  great  ones  in  the  world.  O 
though  it  be  but  a  little,  yet  if  real  and  faving  light, 
blefs  him.  A  man  that  ha$  been  in  midft  of  fands, 
and  without  a  pilot,  afterwards  looks  back,  and  faith. 
There  I  might  have  fplit.  O  this  is  wonderful  to  him! 
O  Ghrift  did  thus !  "  I  thank  thee  thou  haft  hid,»* 
.&c.  Mat.  xi.  25.    The.  <Lord  has  hid  them  from 

heads 
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beadft  and  hearts  of  many  wife  and  prudent,  and 
ever  they  fliall  be  hid,  and  e  contra^  revealed  them 
to  th^e,  a  babe,  a  weak  one,  a  poor  ignorant  one^ 
Mat.  xvi.  17.  "  Flefli  and  blood  has  not  revealed  it,*' 
fo  as  to  build  here  dh  this  jighteoufnel's,  to  bring  all 
light  and  life  from  Chrifl,  and  cleave  alone  to  him. 

0  remember  you  are  called  "  out  of  darknefs  into 
•'  marvellous  lights  10  ihew  forth  his  virtues  i"  What 
canil  thou  defire  more  than  eternal  life?  And  this  is  it, 

1  John  V.  20.  John  xvii.  30- 
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7bat  hypocrites  difcover  tbemfelves  in  an  ineffeQual  ufe 
of  the  means  of  grace* 

Secondly,  The  difference  betvjeen  the  wfe  and  foolijb 
Virgins  is  fet  do*o»n  more  particularly^  ver.3)4. 

T^HIS  particular  difference  is  declared  by  the  dif- 
•*■  ferent  praftice  of  the  fooliih  and  wife  virgink 
each  from  other.  ,. 

1-  That  the  foolifli,  though  they  had  fo  much  wif-' 
dom  (like  the  wife)  as  to  take  lamps,  yet  fo  much  foU 
ly  was  bound  up  in  their  heart,  as  that  ^^  they  took 
**  no  oil  in  their  veffels  for  their  lamps." 

2,  That  the  wife  did  not  only  light  their  lamps,  but 
they  did  alfofill  their  veffels  with  oil,  that  cither  their 
lamp  might  never  go  out,  or  ,jf  it  did,  it  might  be 
foon  kindled  again.  More  plainly,  the  fooliili  con« 
tented  themfelves  with  the  name  ^nd  blaze  of  out* 
ward  profeffion,  kindled  from  fome  inward,  yet 
lighter  and  more  fuperficial  ftrokes  of  God's  Spirit, 
ncglefting  the  work  within:  but  the  wife  did  not  only 
carry  their  lamps  of  outward,  profeffion,  but  they  filled 
their  veffels,  and  got  an  inward  principle  of  the  Spi- 
rit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ta  maintain  their  profeffion  be* 

fore 
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fore  men,  and  their  uprightnefs  before  the  Lord, 
,  So  that  methiaks  here  is  a  double  difference,  the  firft 
is  implied,  the  fecbnd  plainly  expreffed. 

X.  That  which  is  implied  is  this,  that  the  foolifii 
made  choice  of  a  good  end,  vi#.  to  meet  Chrid,  but 
it  was  with  an  ineffe£tual  ufe  of  means  to  that  end, 
their  lamps  were  to  light  and  lead  them  to  Cbrift- 
Thefe  lights  might  blaze  for  a  time,  but  they  would 
confume  without  oil.  They  neglctl  that>  the  wife 
were  better  inftrufiled  than  fo, 

2*  The  foolifh  glory  in  an  outward  profeflion,  as 
alfo  in  fome  fuperficial  affcdlion,  without  an  inward 
principle  of  the  gracious  prefence  of  tha  eternal  a- 
nointing.  and  Spirit  inxhem ;  but  the  wife  have  it,  aad 
arc  carried  to  glory  by  it.  And  more  at  this  time  of 
the  lamps  and  veiTels  I  ihall  not  fpeak. 

Do£i.  I.  That  the  clofefl  hypocrites  of  virgin-churches 
difcover  themfelves  (at  leafl  before  the  Lord)  in  an 
effectual  ufe  of  thofe  means  that  do  conduce  towards 
their  defircd  and  expefted  end. 

The  bridegroom  \a  here  looked  for,  the  prcfencft 
of  Chrill  Jcfus  is  longed  for,  he  comes  in  the  night, 
they  mufl  meet  him  in  the  night.  Now  means  they 
ufe,  lamps  they  take*  and  fo  much  oil  as  kindles  their 
lamps  ;  but  oil  they  take  not  in  their  veffdls,  the  only 
means  to  preferve  their  lamps  from  going  out,  that 
fo  they  may  meet  the  Lordy  and  not  be  Ihut  out  from 
the  Lord,  as  at  lall  thefc  carekfa  virgins  were.  Search 
the  churches  for  the  prefcnt,  fearch  the  records  of 
paft  ages,  many  have  defired  and  looked  for  tha 
Lord,  and  yet  have  lo.fl;  the  Lord,  their  end.  Why 
fo?  -They  never  had  hearts  cffe6kually.  to  ufe  ^nd 
inyprove  the  means  to  that  end,  either  butward  or  in- 
Drard.  Look  upan  men  out  of  the  church,  they  pcrifa 
becaufe  they  have  no  remedy,  they  have  no.  lamps 
to  light,  they  have  no  br^ead  to  cat,  no  means  to  help. 
But  why  do  thofe  within  the  church  perifti  ?  Is  it 
becaufc  there  is  no  remedy  i  No,  but  becaufe  they 

do 


TEN  VIRGINS.  321 

do  not  ufe  the  reuiedy.  Is  it  bccaufe  they  want 
meanfi?  No,  but  becaufe  they  do  not  effeftually  im-^ 
prove  means.  Hcrl  they  fall  Ihort,  hdrein  they  dif-  * 
cover  thcmfelves.  Look  but  upon  this  next  parable 
of  the  talehts,  ver.  25.  ^  One  of  them  was  caft  off,  and 
call  out.  Why?  Becaufe  he  had  no  talent.  No, 
but  becaufe  he  bad  no  mind  nor  lift  to  ufe  his  talent, 
he  did  not  make  his  gain  out  of  it  to  attain  his  end. 
All  ordinances  of  God,  and  all  that  time  we  have  un- 
der  them  are  talents.  Now  ■  wherein  do  hypocrites  ' 
fail?  Tliere  is  a  fecret  gain  of  ordinances  which  hy- 
pocrites regard  not,  and  hence  the  beft  hypocrite 
lives  in  debt,  and  dies  a  beggar.  For  Pro  v.  xvi.  17. 
"  WherefiDre  is  there  a  price  in  the  hand  of  a  fool, 
"  bat  no  heart  to  ufe  it  ?"  Precious  liberties,  ordi- 
nances, that  many  have  defired  to  fee,  and  have  not 
fcen  them.  Why  does  the  Lord  betruft^  them  with 
fuchas  ufe  them  not?  O  he  has  them,  but  here  is 
his  wound,  he  has  no  heart  to  ufe  them!  Look  * 
throughout  all  the  word,  why  have  many  fet  a  great 
price  on  Glirift,  and  yet  have  loft  him?  Becaufe 
like  hingling  chapmen,  they  have-  had  a  defire  to  the 
coramodity,  but  they  have  been  loath  to  be  at  the 
coft  to  ufe  the  means  for  it.  The  gofpel  brings 
Ghrift  and  immortality  to  light,  and  this  Serpent  is 
lifted  up,  thit»  Lamb  flain  before  mens  eyes,  and  this 
bread  put  to  mens  Tips  and  mouths.  Why  are  not 
all  poifcffed  of  him,  blcffed  in  him?  The  Lord 
£^th,  *«  Come,  and  the  Spirit  faith.  Come,  and  the 
**  bride  faith,  Come  :'*  Why  the  reafon  is,  men  will 
not  ufe  the  means  for  him,  Ifaiah  ly.  2,  3,  4.  Men 
will  lay  out  their  money,  thougli  it  be  for  "  that 
*'  which  is  not  bread."  Jer.  ii.  5,  6,  7,  8.  "  I  brought 
**  them  through  pits  into  a  pleafant  land,  to  eat  the 
"  goodnefs  thereof.'*  And  doubtlefs  he  brought  not 
a  herd  of  fwine  into  Canaan,  only  to  enjoy  the  out- 
ward bieffings  and  fwill  of  Canaan,  but  to  enjoy  the 
good  of  his  temple,  ordinances,  Sec.  But  where 
was  their  wound  ?  **  Neither  priefts  nor  people  faid, 
*       X  ''  Where 
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•*  Where  is  the  Lord?"  i.  e.  Where  is  the  Lordm 
thefe  ways,  that  we  can  come  at  lall  to  the  full  cnjoy- 
nient  of  hira  by  thefe?  Tnis  they  neglcdled.  Me- 
thinks  it  is  with  the  beft  hypocrites  as  it  is  with  di- 
vers merchants,  they  prize  ^nd  defire  the  gain'  of 
merchandize,  but  to  be  at  the  trouble  to  prepare  the 
fhip,  to  put  themfelves  upon  hazards  and  dangers  of 
the  fhip,  to  go^nd  fetch  the  treafare  that  they  prize, 
this  they  will  never  do.  So  many  prize  and  defirc 
carneftly  the  treafures  of  heaven,  here  is  their  cod,, 
but  to  be  at  the  Mjouble  of  a  heaven-voyage  to  bring 
this  treafure,  to  "  pafs  through  the  valley  of  Baca,** 
tears,  temptations,  the  powers  of  darknefs,  thebreachcs, 
oppofitions,  and  contradictions  of  a  finful,  unbelieving 
heart,  good  and  evil  report,  to  j)afs  from  one  depth  and 
wave  to  another,  this  the  beiV  hypocrite  fails  in,  and 
hence  lof<^  all  at  laft.  And  this  I  conceive  to  be  one 
of  the  great  differences  between  the  ilroag  dcfircs  and 
cfteeras  of  hypocrites  and  fainta, 

S  E  C  T.     IL 

Reafgn  i;  IN  regard  of  God ;  becaufe  this  negkft 
is  one  of  the  great  means  by  which  he  does  execute 
his  eternal  reje£lion  of  men,  and  hence  here  they  ever 
do  fail.  For  firll,  the  Lord  has  chofei>  fome  to  lifCr 
the  end. 

2.  He  chufeth  certain  means  to  lead  to  this  etjd. 

3.  He  purpofeth  to  carry  all  his  eleft  by  thefe 
means  to  that  end;  tliemfelves  cannot,  hence  the 
Lord  doth.  And  hence  arifeth  the  great  peace  and 
fupport  of  the  faints,  when  they  look  upon  the  ever- 
lafting  mountains  of  hindrances  and  impoiEbilities  in 
their  way,  tlie  Lord  has  undertaken  to  carry  them 
through  them,  John  xvii.  15^  That  when  heart  and 
ftrength  fails,  he  will  be  heart  and  flrcngth,  and 
guide  by  his  counfel,  and  bring  to  his  glory.  And 
hence  as  all  the  ele^  are  to  be  certaiol^r  carried 

thro' 
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.    thro'  all  means  to  their  cnd»  and  this  is  proper  to  them, 
^    fa  hence  the  bed  hypocriie  being   never  appointed 
•    certainly  to  conie  to  this  ei^d,  ever  fails  in  the  uia  of 
means;  there  he  is  and  fliall  be  forfaken  of  God,  and 
f    forfake  God.    Hence  John  vi.     When  many  ufed  th6 
means,    and  followed  Chrift    for  a  time,    that   they 
-    niight  have  life,  at  lalt  they  forfook  Chrifl  and  means 
I    to  have^him.     Why  ?  ver.  65..     Becaufe  "  none  can 
**  come  to  me,  except  it  were  given  him  of  the  Fa- 
**  tbcr.'*     Hcrnce  look  as  certainly  as  the  decree  of 
reprobation  ihall  Hand,  he  having  not  appointed   them 
to  the  end;  lb  he  never  carries  them  through  all  means 
f  to  that  end,  and  therefore  here  they  do  ever  fail.     As 
!   it  is  in  a  family,  thofe  that  the  lord  of  the  family   in- 
tends to  give  his  eftate  unto,  he  kcep^  a  flridl  eye  u- 
'  pon  them,  keeps  them  .under  the  government  of  the 
family;  as  for  others,  let  them   go  where  they  will, 
and  do  what  they  will;  fo  here,  all  that  lliall  enjoy 
I  God,  are  pat  under  the  kingdom  of  the  Son,     Hence 
!  lis  is  faid  to  .be  given  up:  To  others  he  will  fay,  you 
love  liberty,   take  it  then. 
Reafin  2.     Becaufe   ih«  Lord,  and  fellowfliip  with 
>  him,  is  never  indeed   their  lafl:  and  utmoll  end,  or' 
:  their  only  end,  but  they  have  fome  other  end  of  their 
[  own;    and   hence    they   are    never   carried   ftrongly 
'  through  all  means  to  that  end.     For  this  is  the  nature 
of  a  man's  lalt  and  utmoftend;  it  carries  a  man  with- 
'  out  any  (lop  toward  it,  and  that  with  delight.     As  a 
roan  that  has  honour  and  preferment,  and  grea't  hopes 
in  his  eye,  that   is  reaching  to  the  top  of  his  afpiring 
thoughts,  he  will  ride,,  and  run,  and  flatter,  and  fin, 
'See.     A  man  that  has  riches  in  his  eye,  he   will   rife 
early,  and  go  to  bed  late,  eat  the  bread  of  carefulnefs; 
and  he  never  has  enough.     A  man  that  is  fick,  and 
lias  health  in  his  eye,  takes  his  phyfic,  obferves  his 
feafons,  waRes  his  ellate,  Tor  this  is  his  end.     Hence  a 
hypocrite  never  making  Chrifl  his  lafl:  end*,  but  being 
ever   *^  a  double  mipded  man,"    James  i.  and  hav- 
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ing  his  own  ends,  and  lads,  and  felf  to  attend  upon, 
hence  the  bias  draws  him  from  following  Chrift  effec- 
tually, but  he  muft  follow  his  own  ends,  aa'd  hence 
ever  neglcds  the  means  that  lead  hira  thcreunio, 
Matth.  vi.  24.  Look  as  it  is  with  men  that  have  twrt) 
trades,  or  two  fliops,  one  is  as  much  as  evei:  tbey  can 
follow  or  tend,  they  are  forced  at  laft  to  put  off  one, 

'  and  they  muft  negledl  the  one:  So  here, 

3.  In  regard  of  that  fpirit  of  floath  anrf  flumbcr, 
which  the  Lord  ever  leaves  thq  beft  hypocrite  unto; 
which  is  the  deareft  lurt  and  laft  enemy  that  the  ]j>ti 
deftroys  in  all  his,  but  never  deftroys  in  ihefe.  Which 
fo  mightily  oppreffeth  all  their  fenles,  that  they  cannot^ 
life  effeftually  all  means  to  accomplifh  their  ends. 
And  hence  a  man  defires  the  end,  but  has  it  not,  Prov. 
xiii.  4.  The  Lord  propofeth  the  moft  glorious  end 
to  his  people,  but  it  is  through  many  difficulties  ib^t 
we  mull  come  to  it.  Now  there  being  the  fpirit  of 
floath  within,  and  thefe  difficulties  without,  a  hypo- 
crite fits  down  and  refts  under  the  fhadow  of  this  grow- 
ing; fpreading  fin;  and  faith,  it  is  hard,  and  becaufc 

-he  cannot  do  fo,  he  hopes  it  is  but  an  infirmity,  and 
God  will  accept  of  his  defires,  and  here  perifhclb, 
Matth.  vii.  14^.  '*  For  ftraitis  the  gate  (hat  lead*. 
**  unto  life,  hence  few  there  be  that  find  it.''  Lo<*, 
as  it  was  with  the  IFraelites,  Canaan  they  were  bound 
for,  they  came  at  lall  to  it,  but  when  their  fpies  had 
told  them  of  the  difficulties,  they  fank,  only  Caleb  aQ<^ 
Jofliua  .of  that  mighty  hatt^  that  had  upright  hearts 
here.  Heavy  things  muft-defcend  though  caft  up; 
for  their  place  is  downward.  Light  things,  caft  them 
downward,  yet  they  muft  up  again,  for"  their  place  is 
upwards :  So  it  is  here ;  fluggifli  hearts  may  be  lift 
up  by  means,  but  they  cannot  hold  it,  their  place  is 
downward,  here  is  their, reft;  fo. faints,  t  contra^ 
like  fire,  willconfume  all  difficulties,  their  reft  is  up- 
ward. 

SECT. 
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SECT.     IlL 

Vfi  i:  XlENCE  we  fi^e  one  ground  of  many 
complaiDts  that  are  in  the  mouths  of  many  profeflbrs 
oi  the  ways  of  God,  that  never  find  the  fwect  which 
is  the  end  of  their  CnrilVtan  courfe ;  that  are  ever 
complaining  of  wants,  but  never  feel  fupplies ;  ever 
learning,  never  ti'iumphing  over  their  fins;  ever 
,wi(hing  that  they  had  the  Lor<l,  but  never  pofi^'effing 
the  Lord.  And  hence  have  minds  full  of  fears^  and 
JBOutbs  full  of  complaints,  and  hence  finding  no 
fweet  in  their  courfc,  could  be  content  but  tor  Ihame, 
rto  throw  by  their  profcffion.  Why?  where  is  the 
caufe  of  this?  Is  heaven  fo  barren  and  beggarly, 
that  there  arc  no  jewels  to  be  had  there?  Are  the 
fields  of  God's  ordinances  fo  empty,  that  there  is  no 
ireafure  to  be  found  there?  O  yes!  tlierc  it  is,  but 
Chriftians  are  idle ;  there  is  the  treafure,  but  they 
cannot  beg,  much  iefs  dig  for  it,  Prov.  ij.  3,4,  5,  6. 
If  there  be  a  treafufe  in  the  ground,  and  a  man  can 
find  nothing,  and  fo  is  ever  complalninp:,  ibe  fault  is 
in  the  man,  he  does  not  dig  long  enough,  nor  deep ' 
enough;  fo  it  is  here:  there  is  never  an  ordinance, 
b«t  the  Lord  is  in  it  j  "  he  never  faid  to  the  houfe  Qf 
**  Jacob,  fcek  his  face  in  vain."  Men  pray,  and  if  a 
few  fighs  will  bring  in  relief,  well  and  good,  if  njot 
iheycail  that  fliovel  by,  dig  I  cannot;  they  fpend 
fome  time  in  laying  fin  to  heart,  but  if  I  cannot  pre- 
fendy  feel  the  bitternefs  ^  it,  I  cannot  help  it,  dig 
I  cannot.  A  maw  can  be  content  to  bear  the  word, 
and  to  liften  after  it,  but  to  (lir  up  the  foul  to  lay 
hold  on  the  Lord,  that  their  fleep  fprbids.  Prov.  Xiii. 
.4.  '*  The  foul  of  the  diligent  fliall  be  made  fat." 
^y  do  you  famifii  under  means,  is  it  becaufe  the 
Lord  is  unwilling  or  unable  to  relieve  ?  No,  John 
vl.  27.  '«  You  labour  for  the  bread  that  periflies." 
.Labour  not  for  it,  but  for  the  other,  and  tLe  Son  of ' 
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man  ^ill  give  it  you,  for  he  is  fealed  for  that  very 
end.     You  complain  your  hearts  are  always  out  of 
frame.  Tell  me,  do'  you  keep  ihem  with  all  diligence ?i 
I  Prov.  iv.  23.     With  all  your  guard  about?    You 

f  complain  you  .never  get  aflurance.     Do  you  ufe  all 

diligence  to  make  it  fure?     You  complain  you  fe«k 
and  find  not.     Do"  you  feek'him  diligently?    Heb. 
xi.  6.     O  this  is  the  caufe  !    '  **  The  Lord  has  given 
•'  you  the  fpirit  of  flumber."     O  lay  not  the-  fault  oa  ; 
the  Lord,   but  on  thine  own  carelefs  heart,  and  la- 
ment over  ijt,  and  fay,  This  has  been  the  caufe  of  all 
my  complaints  and  woe.     O  I  remember  what  the 
Lord  by  Jeremiah  fpeaks!  "  Go  into  the  ftrong-boWs; 
"  for  the  Lord  has  poured  upon  us  the  fpirit  of  dcepv 
**  fleep,   and  given  us  the  waters  of  gall  to  drink.'*  : 
.1  confcfs  the  Lord's  choiceft  fervants  have- their  com- ' 
plaints,  their  fighs  and  groans  unutterable;  they  have  ] 
their  fears,  temptations  and  tears;   who  more  abun- i 
dantly?     Yet  beloved,  mcthinks  it  is  with  them  as  it  1 
is  with  paffengers  and  travellers  towards  their  home>  | 
that  they  fee  it  twenty  miles  off  fometinie,  when  they  , 
i^e  on  the  top  of  an  hill,  after  they  have  gone  a  little ! 
farther,  they  come  into  a  valley,  jand  then  they  com- ; 
plain  they  have  loft  the  fight  of  it,  and  cannot  fee  it  i 
'    again,  fcaroe  till  they  be "  upon  it;    yet  they  fit  not] 
down   in   their    valley,    but    are    going    towards  it. 
**  They   go  from  ftrength  to  llrength,"  though  they' 
come  tired  thither;  as  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  7,  8.     **  They 
**  pafs  from  ftrength  to  ftrength  till  they  come  to  feej 
*'  God  in  Sion."     They  rtft  not  in  their  complainiSj 
but  get  on ;  and  the  -ftar  before  them,  the  means  that ; 
lead  them  to  that  end,  make  them  (as  Matth.  ii.  10.) 
•'  rejoice  with  exceeding  great  joy."     I  confefs  they 
may  fo^  a  time  give   wuy  to  their  floath,  and  fit  in 
their  vallies,  and  turn  day  unto  night,  and  ileep  out 
almoft  the  feafon  of  means;  yet  you   fliall   ever  fini 
this,    if  ordinary"  means   awaken  them  not,  lerribic 
flaftiings,  and  lightnings  of  wrath  do;  and  in  their 
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affliftions  and  terrors*  and  wounds  of  confcience,  Hof. 
V.  15.  «  They  flaall  feck  the  Lord  early."  Ponder 
k  -therefore  of  iliis  caufe,  and  in  a  time  of  forrow  they 
ihall  jcomplain  for  fomething,  viz.  their. floatb.  This 
niay  be  the  greateft  fin  of  fome,  they  live  in  no  fin,  but 
^inplaint,  thy  complaints  may  be  fruits  of  lloth  in  not 
u£ng  means,  and  this  may  be  thy  great  fin« 

Ufe  2.  Hence  learn  it  is  not  having  of  means  in 
this  place,  tkov  coming  hither  for  means,  that  will  do 
you  any  good,  or  evidence  your  fafe  and  good  eflate^ 
but  an  effeftual  ule  and  improvement  of  them;  not  on- 
ly the  life  of  outward  but  inward  means  too.  Men  tha4: 
have  never  fo  great  a  flock  may  die  bcggafs^  by  not 
iniproving  it,  Deut.  xxix.  3,  4. 

1.  Many  feeing -and  beholding  that  fun  which  is  fet 
with  them,  to  be  rifen  here  in  thefe  welt  em  parts,  partly 
out  of  fear  of  perfecution,  partly  by  friends'  perliiafioa 
and  company,  partly  to  enjoy  G9d  in  ordinances,  have 
taken  their  flight  hither. 

But,  2.  Being  come,  wifli  O  that  o^r  eyes  had  ne- 
ver feen  it!  partly  through  plenty,  of, means,  defpife 
«nd  loath  them,  partly  through  multitude  of  covet- 
ing or  vexing  cares  have  xao  hearts  to^  or  iimes  to  ufe 
them* 

And  yet,  3.  Are  comforted  in  ihis,  tliat  they  have 
Aem,  though  they  fee  no  God  .  in  them,  talle  little, 
fweetnefs,  receive  little  power  from  them,  and  hope 
to  go  to  heaven  at  next  remove,  that  have  come  fo 
far- for  thefe,'*&c.  I  would  to  God  it  were  fo.  But 
O  confider, 

1.  If  you  improve  them  not,  thy  coming  hither  is 
hut  the  difcavery  of  thy  bypocrify  to  men  and  angels; 
for  this  is  the,  ftage  wherein  the  moll  fine-fpun  bypocri- 
fy and  real  firicerity  fhall  a£t  its  part. 

2.  Nay  thou  art  fo  far  from  being  blefled  in  hav- 
ing them,  thus,  that  God's  fierceft  plagues  ihall  here 

approach  thy  dwelling.  The  ark  among  the  Philiflines"' 
«aadc  the  Lord  plague  the  PhililU^ies, 
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3.  Nsty  this-ihall  lay  all  defolate  one  day.  They 
cried,  "  The  temple  of  the  Lord,"  Jer.  vii.  «  Goto 
**  Shiloh.*'  So  I  fay,  go^to  the  Palatinate,  go  to  Ger- 
many, France,  go  to  the  places  whence  you  came, 
and  **  fee  what  the  Lord  has  done." 

4.  This  fliall  be  as  to  faints  greateft  joy,  whenlhef 
fhall  look  back,  and  fee  all  the  difficnities  they  have 
paffed  over,  that  here  and  there  hearts  and  help  fail- 
ed, and  there  I  lingered,  but  the  Lord  was  mercifol, 
and  pulled  rae  out,  and  they  (hall  wonder  at  that 
faithfulnefs  and  grace;  fo  here:  This  will  be  terror 
and  angiiifh,  that  I  came  fo  far,  and  had  means,  and 
took  fome  pains,  and  was  almoit  perfwaded  one 
time,  almod  confuted  another,  almoft  conquered  and 
bad  yielded  up  all  at  another,  but  O  my  lamp  fell 
down  to  the  dull  again,  and  my  foul  forfook  the  par- 
fuing  of  the  Lord  again  ?  and  this  ihall  be  the  por- 
tion of  hypocrites.  You  may  negleft  and  wrap  op 
your  talents,  but  the  Lord  has  a  time  to  call  you  to 
an  account  whit  gain  you  make.  Look  therefore  to 
it,  it  may  be  fome  of  you  have  need  to  improve  means, 
you  defpife  them  in  one  place,  and  hither  yon  coidc 
for  t;hem,  and  poor  hearts,  eyes  dim,  hearts  hard, 
confciences  afleep,  ears  deaf,  breath  gone,  life  loft, 
God  departed,  and  nothing  left  but  a  dead  carcafc 
It  may  be  fome  are  fincere,  and  the  work  of  God*i 
Spirit  is  fet  back,  your  lamps  are  out,  your  watchfoi 
minds  and  tender  hearts  and  earneil  piirfuit  after  the 
Lord  is  gone.  O  theii  confider  what  little  caufeyou 
have  to  boall  in  means !  Men  that  have  no-  part  ia 
fliips,  Took  for  no  gain ;  but  if  you  have  any  part  ifl 
the  blefling  of  ordinances,  reft  not  without  it. 

Ufc  3.  Hence  fee  what  need  you  have  of  a  mighty 
and  unrefiftible  power  of  the  Ix)rd's  grace  and  Spi- 
rit, to  carry  you  to  an  end  in  your  Ghriftian  courfe,  if 
ever  you  come  to  life.  For  if  hypocrify  diJTcovers  it- 
felf  in  an  inefteftual  ufe  of  means,  then  you  will  find 
all  tlie  powers  of  darknefs  refifting  and  fceking  to 

furprizc 
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furpriie  you  here.     That  as  it  is  with  thieves,  you 
ihali  DOC  fee  nor  find  them  lying  ia  the  city,  it  is  in 
vain  there  to  offer  any  violence,  but  in  the  way ;  fo 
Satan  cannot  ftep  unto  the  grates  of  heaven  to  keep 
you  from  theDce,  and  hence  all  his  power  aiid  poIt« 
cy  lies  in  the  way  of  means/  to  keep  you  from  thence. 
Aad  hence  look  upon  the  beft  man,  how  many  ^hind- 
rances to  prayer  fometimes,  though  he  has  tafted  the 
fweet  of  it,  he  had  rather  die  than  pray.     How  foon 
are  the  thoughts  turned  from  God,  when  we  come  to 
draw  nigh  to  God,  how  unable  to  wake  one  hour  ? 
That  if  it  were  not   the  invincible  ftrength  of  a  God 
that  did  fupporc  them,  i  Peter  i,  5.  ihfey  could  never 
go  on.     Tell  me,  you  poor  creatures,  that  never  were 
effe£laa)ly  carried  to  your  end  by  means,  do  you  not 
oft  find  checks  for  fin,  defires  againft  it,  Chrift  and 
»ercy  weeping  at  your  knees,  melting  over  you,  and 
your  hearts  almoft  perf waded  ?  Do  you  not  find  a  want 
of  Cbrtft,  and  grace,  and  Spirit,  and  promifes,  and 
you  hope  it  will  be  better?    Do  you  not  find  fome 
xQovinga  towarda  the  Lord,  but  yet  withal  do  you  not 
iind  a  dead,  float bful  heart  flays  you  again?     The 
vcrieft  reprobate  in  the  world  may  have  as  good  an 
afforance  of  heaven  as  thou,  there  ^nay  be  in  hell,  that 
once  appeared  better  than  thee.     And  who  can  mend 
this  ?*long,  long  it  has  been  thus.     O  then  feel  a  need 
<rfthe  Lonl*s  irrefiftible  power!  Thou  indcet^haft  an 
end,,  but  fay.  Lord  thou  muft  carry  me  like  a  loft 
Iheep  on  fhy  (houlders  to  that  enfl!     "  Seek  the  Lord 
'*  and  hifr  ftrength,  feek  his  face  evermore,"  in  all 
means,  at  all  times,  but  feek  ills  ftrength  then,  CoI» 
i.  29.  •«  1  labour  thus,  ftriving  according  to  his  work^ 
'*  ing,  which  works  in  me  mightily:'^  and  fo  I  ftrive. . 
O  fee  need  of  this !  Many  of  you  make  work  with 
your  own  hearts,  and  ftrivc,  and  endeavour,  and  yet 
camiot  ftir.     O  look  then  for  this  mighty  working, 
«nd  feel  a  need  of  it  {• 

SECT. 
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SECT.    IV. 

Ufei^Of  Trial.  JtIeNGE  judge  what  your  ftatcs 
arc  ihis  day  before  the  Lord.  I- know  ;and  believe 
that  you  prize,  pray  for,  long  for  the  end,  and  if  c- 
ver  the  Lord  favcs  and  pardons  you,  you  fhall  have 
caufe^to  blefs  him.  You  may  do  as  has  been  faid, 
but  never  find  a  heart  given  you  by  the  invincible 
wrellUngs  of  a  God  to  ufe  and  improve  all  means  to 
that  end ;  and  thus  your  pradice  in  the  habitual  ae-  * 
gle£^  of  means  is  a  clear  and  manifeft  witnels,  like 
the  day,  againft  you,  that  you  do  not  defire  finccrely 
the  end  (as  you  think),  in  having  fo  little  refpeft  to 
the  means  that  conduce  thereunto.  Did  you  cvct 
i'ee  that  man  that  did  indeed  defire  life,  buc  he  would 
ufe  all  means,  wits,  and  friends,  nay,  cut  off  his  iinibs, 
»to  preferve  it?  But,  however,  put  that  name  upon  it, 
fay,  you  do  defire  and^  prize  the-  end,  yet  if  the  Lord 
leaves  you,  or  you  forfake  the  Lord,  in  a  negle^  of 
means,  that  ledti  thereto^  and  that  effectually;  what 
you  may  be,  and  what  the  Lord  may  do,  I  know  not, 
but  to  this  day  your  eftate  is  no  better  than  a  paint- 
ed falvatil>n  and  piftured  hypocrify  before  the  Lord.' 
That  ftone  at  which  the  clofeft  hypocrites  have  ftum- 
bled,  that  rock  on  which  the  bed  hypocrite  has  beeii 
broken,  thou  art  fallen  upon ;  that  enemy  of  flotb, 
which  "has  carried  kings  (men  that  have  worn  the 
crown  of  profeffion  in  the  world)  miferable  captives 
.(notwithftanding  their  lamentable  cries.  Lord  favc 
usT)  to  hell,  the  fame  enemy  has  already  bound  thee 
up  in  chains ;  and  what  will  become  of  thee,  it  is  oa« 
ly  known  in  his  bread-,  that  by  the  voice  .of  his  trump 
can  awaken  the  dead,  and  break  the  bonds  of  floth 
add  death  itfelf.  But  you  will  fay,  thete  are  no  vir- 
gins among  lis  that  neglefl:  to  take  their  oil,  that  fo 
far  forget  themfelves  as  to  negleft  the  means,  that  art 
come  fo  many  thoufand  miles  for  means;  there  is 
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not  a  day  but  fome  line  is  drawn,  not  a  fermon,  Sab- 
bath,  but  fomc  good  got,  or  elie  they  think  them- 
felves  half  undone;  noi  a  prayer  but  one  Hep  nearer 
to  glory:  the  day  is  not  long  enough,  and  therefore 
the  nighis  arc  fpent  in  wrelUings  with  the  angel; 
nay, ,  in  prevailing  with  God  for  themfclves  and 
churches,  and  blefling  on  both;  Sabbaths  are  the 
day-breaks  of  heaven,  the  fellowfhip  of  faints  better 
than  to  Hand  before  kings,  the  fellowlhip  of  Chrift 
in  heaven  fo  fweet,  that  in  feeking  of,  him,  men  for- 

'  get  therafelves,  nay  to  eat  their  bread;  that  if  the 
Lord  fliould  have  let  out  the  vineyard  of  ordinances 
to  any  hufbandraen  in  the*  world,  who  could  or  would 
have  taken  more  pains  to  dig  it,  to  drefs  it,  than  we 
do.  Beloved,  thole  enlargements  that  are  in  any  af- 
er  thc^Lord,  the  Lord  cherifh  and  increafc  them,  but 
Hear  we  may  go  five  times  about  the  tree  before  we 
fee  fuch  loaden  boughs.  I  am  much  miftaken  if  the 
bed  may  not  be  difcovered  here;  the  faireft  flowers  in 

'the  j&eld  muft  wither^  they  <^annot  laft,  and  the  bell 
affeftions  that  are  but  temporary ,*thdtt  have  adled  men 
mightily  for  a  time  in  the  ufe  of  means,  muft  perilh 
in  the  negle£t  of  means  at  laft.  I  iliall  not  therefore 
meddle  with  profane  or  carnal  gofpellers,  fo  much  as 
with  clofe  deceivers  of  their  own  fouls ;  dnd  look  as  it 
is  in  ^11  fores,  you  may  know  where  the  for^  is  by  the 
lappings,  fo  you  may  know  a  fluggard  that  neglefts 
means  by  his  fhifts :  For  if  you  obferve,  no  fin  has 
fo  many  fliifts  and  colours  for  it  as  this ;  Saul,  when 
he  had  -not  gone  through  ftridly  with  the  Lord's 
work  in  flaying  the  Amalekites,  what  ado  had  Samuel 
to  convince  him?  He  tells  a  lie,  lays  the  blame  on 
the  people,  propounds  the  gooi  end  and  afFedlipn  he 
had;  fohere:  Thus  it  is  with  many,  as,  viz, 

1.  Thofe  ^hat  live  in  a  fecret  negledl  of  means,  and 
yet  hope  to  come  to  their  end,  becaufe  of  their  de- 
fires;  we  ftiall  find  the  fcripture  gives  us  two  forts  of 

defires. 
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deiires.  i.  Of  the  righteous,  z.  Of  the  flaggard. 
1.  *'  The  defires  of  the  righteous^"  Proverbs  x.  24. 
*♦  (hall  be  granted,*'  being  breathings  of  God's  cler- 
»al  Spirit,  not  a  figh  or  groan  unanfwercd.  2.  Of 
tlie  ilu^gard,  Prov.  xxi.  15-  *'  The  defire  of  the  floth- 
**  fyl  kills  him,  for  his  hands  refafe  to  labour;"  the 
defires  of  the  righteous  are  ever  fpurs  to  quicken  them 
Bp  m  the  ufc  of  means  mightily ;  the  defires  of  the 
Haggard  bridle  him  up,  they  bind  his  hands,  and  fet- 
ter bis  feet  that  he  cannot  but  negle£l  means:  Some 
defires  there  be  that  aril'e  from  the  need  of  a  good, 
and  here  will  not  only  be  defires,  but  all  means  ufed, 
us  in  point  of  famine;  fome  only  from  want  of  a  good, 
and  here  a  man  ulually  contents  himfelf  with  bare  de- 
fire^  4iever  has  a  heart  to  ufe  the  means  migUtily  for 
that  enJ«  Many  a  one  is  convinced  his  (late  is  mife- 
rable,  and  fears  it,  and  Balaam-like,  fees  the  blefied- 
uefs  of  the  people  of  God,  and  knows  he  wants  par- 
don, and  life,  and  peace,  and  proraifes,  and  Chrift, 
and  defires  it ;  O  tbatl  might  die  their  death,  O  that  I 
might  live  and  drink  that  water,  that  I  might  third  no 
more,  O  that  my  fins  were  pardoned,  O  that  my  heart 
was  humbled.  But  what  if  the  Lord  grant  them  nopcace 
iH)f  .pardon  ?  Do  they  make  earnefl  enquiry  after  the 
LordChriil  With  reftlefs  purfuits  and  groans becaufe  they 
need  it,  is  it  worth  that?  ,0  no,  bi^t  yet  they  hope  God 
will  be  fo  mercirful  as  to  accept  their  defires,  and  fothey 
rell,  and  live  and  die  in  that  reft;  O  poor  creatures 
your  ddfires  kill  you;  as  a  man  is  undone  with  iloth- 
i'ul  fervants  that  cannot  earn  their  own,  much  lefs  get 
their  mailers  bread.  And  many  in  hell  fay,  I  had 
thought  my  deSrj^s  would  have  carried  roe  to  glory, 
but  now  I  fee  they  have  been  flothful,  and  here  I 
mull  perith  and  lamifti  for  ever;  had  I  known  of  this, 
r would  raiher  have  wept  out  my  eyes,  and  filled  the 
world  wi  h  my  forrowful  complaints,  my  meditations 
of  the  Lord  Ihould  have  been  at  midnight ;  I  would 

have 
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have  deceived  ray  eyes  of  fleep  at  night,  and  depriv- 
ed wyfcM  of  bread  at  day,,  and  lod  my  limbs,  had  I 
bat  knovtrn  that  by  contenting  ray felf  with  tl;icfe  defines, 
I  fliould  have  lofl  my  life.  Here  many  Qiriiliaas 
are  falfely  bottomed,  they  are  troubled  about  chcir 
eflate«  come  to  fome  or  other  and  profefs  their  defirea 
are  after  Chrift  and  grace,  &c.  And  then  comforted 
(as  in  jinking-fits  a  man  friatcheth  at  any  flag  or  twig) 
with  thefe  dcfires,  before  they  have  followed  the  Lord 
in  the  ufe  of  all  means,  to  get  the  thing  tJiey  defire. 
And  here  is  the  firll  beginning  of  the  Lord's  forfak- 
ing  of  them,  and  theirs  of  the  Lord,  and  he  is  left 
alofie  only  With  his  dtfireis,  that  if  any  duty  be  neglec- 
ted,  defires  ccJmfort  him  ;  if  grace  refilled,  dcfires 
quiet  him;  if  fin  keeping  him  captive,  defires  fiU  hira'; 
Luke  xiii«  24.  And  fo,  like  a  bird,  that  lies  in  the  neft« 
but  its  wings  never  grow,  there  it  periflieth.  I  know 
faints  may  comfort  themfclves  with  defires  before  the 
things  be  given,  becaufe  promifed,  but  you  fhall  fee 
ap  endlefs  reach  in  them  in  the  ufe  of  all  means,  Phih 
ill.  13.  Others  think,  their  negletl  of  irrcans  to  be 
but  an  infirmity,  and  that  their  defires  will  ferve,  and 
hence  abufe  that  fcripture,  Rom.  vii. 

2.  They  that  peglefit  the  means  and  yet  hope  to 
come  to  their  end^  becaufe  of  wprldly  clogs  and  in- 
cumbrances here  ;  for  this  is  the  very  fpirit  of  many 
a  man.  If  God  keeps  the  houfe  from  being  burnt, 
and  family  from  being  fick,  it  may  be  family  prayer 
is  neglefted,  if  not  that,  yet  fccret  is  omitted;  if  net 
that,  yet  meditation  ;  a  man  can  get  no  head  nor 
heart,  nor  time  for  it,  if  any  good  is  gut,  it  is  loft 
again  ;  Sabbaths  fpent,  and  00  good  gained  ;  a  man 
knows  his  foul  lies  walle  and  common  without  any 
fence  or  watch,  and  that  he  vyould  not  let  his  fields^ 
as  he  doth  hi^  heart,  overgrow  with  cares,  and  lufis^ 
and  vain  thoughts.  Now,  many  a  man,  though  he 
doth  diflike  this,  yet  Kves  in  this.  Why  ?  Is  this  your 
home,  arc  thefe  things  your  portion  ?     No,  but  yet 

thinks 
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thinks  he  may  with  a  fafe  confcicnce  continue  thus, 

and  God  forgive,  him  too;  why  the  family  is  great, 

children  increafe  upoa  me,  (and  they  arc  fo  bufy  and 

long  a-dreffing  on  the  Lord's  day,  that  fermon  is  out 

before  they  come)  and  ive  are  not  called  to  book  it 

all  day,  as  mlniflers  can ;  and  worldly  employments 

arc  fo  many,   and  the  bed  are  entangled  here ;  and 

they  think  this  is  an  excufe,  Luke  xiv.  18, 19.     Nay* 

many  a  one  convinced  of  this,  yet  lives  in  this  againft 

the  light  of  convifition,  hoping  that  one  day  the  ftream 

of  worldly  occafions  will  be  run  by.    I  confefs,  as  the 

Lord  has  given  us  his  ordinances  to  feek  him  in,  fo 

he  has  appointed  our  callings,  to  walk  with  him  in: 

Adam  in  paradife  mud  not  be  idle,  but  look  to  the 

garden ;    and    in  this  land  thofe  that  will  be  good 

hufbands  for  God  (left  they  difcredit  their  profcffum 

by  bringing  themfelves  to  a  piece  of  bread)  muft  be 

good  hufbands  for  themfelves:  But  here  is  that  which 

llings,  when  to  worldly  eniployments  men  arc  fervants, 

not  lords  of  them;  when  men  do  not  make  their  occa- 

fins  bow  down  to  them,  and  ferve  them,  that  they  may 

ferve  and  feek  a  God;  but  they  bow  down  their  knees, 

nay,  bafely,  •  their  backs,  under  the  feet  of  any  mean 

employment,    that  muft  be  followed  with  neglcdl  of 

God.     Do  not  fay,  who  is  not  entangled  here  ?    I  tell 

you,  if  Ghrlirs  prayer  can  prevail,  Time  are  not,  John 

xvii.  15.  -"  I  pray  not  that  thou  wouldll  take  them^ 

♦«  out  of  the  world,  but  keep  them  from  the  evil  :'* 

If  blood  can  prevail,  it  does,  Gal.  i.  4.     O  look  t^ 

this  !    it  may    be,  fome  of  you  di  not  only  negleft 

the  Lord,  but  all  dies  again;    O  it  is  the  world! 

Know  your  eftate  by  this. 

3.  Thofe  that  depart  from  God,  in  the  ncgleft  of 
means,  becaufe  they  find  no  good,  and  do  not  feel 
themfelves  a  whit  the  better  for  them ;  they  negleft 
this  trade,  becaufe  they  find  it  a  gainlefs  trade :  For 
thus  God  executes  his  eternal  rejeftion  upon  many 
a  foul:  As  it  was  with  Saul|  it  was  one  of  the  lafl  vials 

God 
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God  poured  out  upon  him»  i  Sam.  xxviii.  5,  6.*  15. 
faith  he,  "  I  am  fore  dillreffed,  and  the  Lord  anfwers 
"  me  not  by  Urim  nor  Thummiro ;  and  therefore  am 
"I  come  to  thee:'*    let  a  devil  comfort  me,  if  God 
will  not :  So  «iany  a  foul  having  committed  fpnie  An* 
that  lies  glowing  on  the  confcience,  is  fore  troubled, 
and  firtt  it  goes  to  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  anfwers  not, 
there  is  fitence  in  heaven,    and  ^11  nieans,  but  the 
noife  of  fears  within ;  now  at  lad  the  foul  does  not 
forfake  the  Lord  for  fatan  plainly,  but  what  means 
csn  comfort  them,  that  they  feek  for;  and  in  time 
a  man  is  weary  of  waiting  at  God's  gates,  and  hence 
a  form  of  duties,  and  prayers,  and  cuftom  of  devotion 
is  kept  to  quiet  the  confcience ;  but  they  are  not  reft- 
Icfs  for  the  gain  of  them,  for  the  Lord  in  them  :  they 
think  it  is  in  vain,  to  no  profit,  as  tbofe  in  MaL  iii.  14. 
to  walk  mournfully,     Jonah  was  caft  out  of  God*s 
%hc,  yet  through  the  belly  of  a  whale  be  would  look 
*'  toward  the  temple."     So  it  is  with  the  people  of 
God,  though  they  fometimes  conclude  thus,  and  thinks 
not  to  feek  any  more,  yet  their  hearts  have  tailed  the 
good,  their  faith  believes  there  is  that  iiid  in  the  Lord 
in  his  temple,  that  it  never  faw  yet,  hence  they  look 
ftifl.     What  made  the  man,  Mat.  xxv.   hide  his  ta- 
lent in  the  earth  ?.  I  thought  thou  wall  an  hard  mailer, 
and  lookedft  for  fo  much  gain,  and  1  could  not  get  it, 
and  hence  he  hid  his  talent.     Hence  men  keep  the 
means,    without  ufe  of  the  means,    and   fome  that 
have  for  a  time  been  ufed  to  do  fo,  keep  it  as  their 
cuftom  witliout  making  any  fuch  work  of  it,  as  to 
gain  the  end  of  the  means. 

4-  Thofe  that  do  negleft  the  L'^rd  in  means,  by  an 
ineffcauaj  purfuit  of  them,  becaufe  of  fome  fips  and 
tafte  of  fome  good  in»thera  ;  and  fo,  methinks,  it  is  in 
this  cafe  as  it  is  in  fome  countries,  where,  if  a  man 
comes  to  their  houfes  in  the  afternoon,  and  bath  have 
a  mind  to  part,  yet  loth  to  part  without  Ihewing  fome 
kindnefs,  and  the  other  without  tafting  of  it,  they  lay 

their 
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their  voiding  Bapkin,  and  finding  that  refrefliiag  therCf 
they  are  content  to  lofe  their  fupper.     So  it  is  here, 
a  mao  comes  weary  to  the  Lord's  houfe,  to  his  ordi- 
nances, the  Lord  will  not  let  him  go  without  forae 
expreffion  of  kindnefs,  nor  they  depart  willingly  from 
the  Lord  without  it,  and  hence  the  Lord  gives  them 
light  out  of  darknefs,  joy  out  of  forrow,  peace  out  of 
trouble,  a  tafte  of  his  fweetnefs,  after  talles  of  fia^ 
bitternefs,  and  then  they  take  their  kdve;  as  they, 
Heb-  vi.  2,  3,  4,  5*     And  here  the  Lord  leaves  many 
a  poor  creature,  Deut.  xxix.  2,  3,  4.  they  did  fee 
fomething,  and  tade  fomething,  and  there  they  reft* 
ed;  O  but  the  Lord  gives  them  not  eyes  to  fee,  &c 
For  no  hypocrite  living  is  fully  enaplied  of  his  lufls, 
but  has  fomewhat  to  fill  him;  but  fome  emptinefs  be 
may  have,  hence  may  have  fome  defires  after  the  Loid, 
and  hence  it  is  not  the  fulnefs  of  God  only  that  fatis- 
fies  him,  but  fome  taftes  of  God^s  kindoefs,  and  fmall 
things  do  and  muftiill  him;  his  hx&s  fill  him  in  part, 
^and  fomctbing  of  God  is  wanting,  and  that  fome  lit- 
tle matter  doth  make  up*     Hence,  when  this  is  done, 
means  is  neglected  fearfully ;    a  mans  heart  is  hard- 
ned  and  ignorant,  a  little  light  and  forrow  ftays  him, 
as  the  ftony  ground,  though  there  be  a  ftone  .at  bot- 
tom; a  man  is  full  of  doubts,  and  a  little  hope  which 
frees  him  from  fears  quiets  him,  hence  he  never  con- 
quers unbelief:  A  man  has  lived  a  loofc  courfe,  a  lit- 
tle refolution  of.hcart  Hays  him,  tliough  the  heart  will 
depart  again,  as  thofc,  Deut.  v. -27.  29.     The  Lord 
has  but  little  of  their  hearts,  and  the  Lord  (hews  them 
but  little  of  his:  And  hence  this  isrufual  to  fee  a  felfc 
heart  mod  diligent  in  feeking  the  Lord  when  he  has 
been  worft,^  and  moft  carelefs  when  it  is  beft.     Hence 
many  at  firll  converfion  fouglit  the  Lord  eamcfUy, 
afterward  affections  and  endeavours  die,  that  now  they 
are  as  good  as  the  word  can  make  them !     Hence  the 
Lord  when  in  mercy  he  deals  with  them,  keeps  them 
long  fading  till  the  time  of  extremity  comes,  and  then 

he 
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he  pours  wattfs  qo  the  thirlly.  Hence  better  fpr  thofe 
never  to  have  known,  2  Pet.  ii.  21.  and  an  hypocrite's 
.lad  end  is  to  fati^fy  himfelf;  hence  he  I>as  enough; 
a.  faint's  is  to  iatis^  Chrill,  hence  be.  never 'ha9 
enough /  ' 

5.  Thofe  that  do  negleQ;  the  Lord  under  this  co- 
laur  of  receiving  Chrift,  they  can  xlo  •  nothing  them- 
fehes,  atid  Chrift  inuttdo  all ;  and  hence  negle£l  the 
Lord  feoretly,  and  fometimes  quarrel  withnhe  mini-  ^ 
.  ftry  privately,  when  prefled  to  a  duty  or  to  believe* 
Alas !  what  can  a  man  do,  when  all  the  miniibers  ia 
the  world  have  preached  their  hearts  out«  at  laft  they 
mud  bring  us  to  Clififl: ;  w.hat  ^Ife  iliould  the  apoflle 
i  raoaa,  Rom.  iv..  5.    ""  Not  to  him  that  workcth,  but 
' "  bclievetb,   is^  faith   accounted   for   righteoufnefs.?' 
A  maft  not  live,  I  mull  let  Chrift  live,  &c.     And 
#hfcnce,  fay  they,  the  caufe  ©f  perifliing  is  not  mens 
Wills,  bat  God's,  he  (elefts  not,  he  gives  no  heart  i 
'fuch  hypo<5ri]Ces  the  Lord  prophefics  of^  Mat.  vii.  21. 
*'  Maay  that  fay  to  me,  Lord,  Lord,"  i.e.  that  advance 
the  Lord  Jefus,  and  live  in  negleft  of  all  duties,  and 
bring  tl»  Lord  t)f  glory  not  from  his  throne  in  hea- 
ven to  hell,  but,  which  is  worfife,  debafe  him  from  his 
gfcry  t«  fia;  to  be  the  coyer  bf  fin ;    and  protcftoc 
of  it.    Beloved,  1  knbw  no  furer  fign  of  a  veiTel  that 
God  intends  to  break  in  pieces  than  this,  to  live  id 
.this  negJcft,  2  Tim.  ii*  20.     Nay,  it  is  an  evidence 
there  is  no  hope,  no  living  hope,  i  John  iii.  3.  **  He 
that  has  tliis  hope,  purgeth  himfelf,  as  Chrrft  is  puje.!^ 
Many,  it  feeins,  boafted  of  hope  in  Chrift,  fo  do  faints; 
Im  he  gives  thistiotc,  "  He  purgeth  himfelf,"  he  will- 
not  iluggi&ly  put  all  on  Chrift.     It  is  true,  it  is  the, 
mighty  working  of  Chrift  that  muft  conquer  thy  lufts^ 
hni  rauft  this  put  you  to  negleft  ftriving.  Col.  i.  29* 
**  I  ftrive  according  to  thfc  working."     And  fof  my 
part,  thougf)  I  will  not  difpute  the  point- at  large,  I 
believe^  there  i?  a  oonftant  affiftance  of  the  mighty 
power  of  the  L^rd  Jefus  in  the  foub^of  all  the  faints^ 

Y  •  I  Peter 
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I  Peter  i.  j.    And  hence,  i  J 'lin  iv.  **  Greater  is  he 
*'  that  is  in  you,  than  in  the  world.**     Tlie  faints, 
as  they  receive  the  Lord  Jcfus  ta  rule  them,  that  he 
alane  may  be  Mrd  and  king  not  only  in  heaven,  but  ia 
their  hearts;   to  a  falfe  heart  receives  Ghrift  laftly, 
for  to  ekfe  him  :   fometime  for  to  cafe  him  of  the  bur- 
den pf  confcience ;  fometime  to  eafe  him  of  the  Lord's 
word,  the  burden  of  his  wi)l ;  and  hence  feme  at  lad 
have  complained,  though  hardly  convinced  of  it»  that 
they  could  be  contented  the  Lord  Ihoiild  aft  them ; 
but  their  end  was,    that  thereby  they  might  be  irid 
of  their  burden,  and,fo  cafed  by  him.     I  have  heard 
a  queftion  fliould  be  afked,    What  is  the  difference 
between  the  working  of  God's  Spirit  and  the  faints? 
And  that  the  anfwer  wa5,   i.  The  one  is  by  graces,  ' 
the  other  immediately*    2.  The  Spirit  is,  wheo  a  roan- 
labours  Icift :  quite  crofst^  the  Uream  of  truth}  take 
heed  how  you  undcrftand^thefe  points  aright,  the  depth 
of  the  moft  hellifli  villainy  in  the  world  lies  under 
them.     Wo  to  thee  that  canll  paint  fuch  a  Chrift  in 
thy  head,  and  receive  fuch  a  Chrift  into  thy  heart,  . 
as  mull  be  a  pander  to  your  floth ;  the  Lord  will  re- 
venge this  wrong  done  to  his  glory  with  greater  for-  ^ 
rows  than  ever  any  felt:    To  make  Chrift  not  onJy^ 
meat  and  drink  to  feed,  but  cloaths  to  cover  your  flotfa.  < 
Why  what  can  we  do  ?    what  can  we  do  ?    Why,   as  > 
the  firft  AdaAi  conveys  not  only  guilt  but  power  :     So 
the  fecond  conveys  both  rightequfnefs  and  ftrcngth  ; 
as  Chrift  is  now  triumphing  by  his  eternal  Spirit,  and 
his  life  is  heavenly ;  fo  if  you  be  in  Chrift,  there  is 
a  Spirit  of  Chrift,  whei'eby. a  never-dying  life  is  begot, 
that  can  and  does  conquer ;  thojjgh  it  hi  but  a  fparic, 
Chrift  maintaining  it,  it  fliall  come  to  viftory.     Yoa 
are  f.)i^faken  of  Chrift  if  you  want  this,  or  elfe  take 
heed  this  colour  make  you  not  forfake  him. 

6.  Thofe  that  negledl  the  means,  and  yet  look  for 

the  end,  in  hope  of  future  time,  and  fa  negleft  the 

prefent  feafon.    Thus  it  is  with  many  a  one ;  the  day 

/  ^  .  of 
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of  life  and  health,  and  day  of  ordioaAces  *  continues ; 

and  hence  the  fluj^jgard  cries  ;   Prov.  xxiv.  33.  "Yet 

*'  a  little  more  flafnlier  :''    I  will  have  but  a  little 

while  .longer,  Sec,      Hence  when  confcience  checlfs, 

mioiftera  warn, -the  Lord  woosj  the  Spirit  cries;  a  maa 

puts  off  all  with  this,'  I  hope  it  will  be  better  :    and- 

hence  it  falls  out  with  them  as  with  thofe,  Mattb. 

xxiv.  **  The  Lord  comes  in  a  time  they  look  not  for 

'*  him  ;'*  and  of  this,  many  on  their  death-beds  have 

cried  out.     Think  of  this,  ye  convifted  perfonff,  that 

know  it  is  miferable  with  you,  before  God  flop  your 

breath,  you  have  nothing  to  plead  for  your  negledl, 

hot  hope  of  time.    Know  it,  God's  prefent  fcafonS  are 

golden,  one  moment  worth  eternity ;  and  now  is  the 

time,  if  you  negle£b  his  feafon,  he  will  not  regard 

iypurs,     God  is  never  found  in  your  time,  but  in  his 

[lime.     O  lay  thefe  things  to  heart!    efpecially  yoii 

[that  are  grown  weary  of  means,  that  faint  in  your 

way ;  God  is  not  yet  weary  of  continuing  means,   art 

thou  weary  of  gaining'  by  means?    O  confidcr  this^ 

you  that  harve  had  many  hopes,  defircis,  purpofes,  but 

ill  blaftcd,  your  time  and  means  neglected  :..  Think  , 

Ml  this,  you  that  have  had  marvellous  affedions,  but 

jrour  fpirits*  are  gone;  nothings  can  make  you  mend 

frour  pace,    not  all  miniftry  and  word,  but  you  are 

dogged  with  t^eans.     Remember  that,  Ifaiah  Ixv.  8,' 

),  10,  i^,  1^1  i3»  14*  **^  ^^  niy  people  that  have 

*  fought  me,"  &c. 

S,E  G  T.    V. 

Ufe  5.  X  C>  all  thpfe  that  do  effedlually  feek  the 
-ord  in  the  ufe  of  means*  And  for  difcovery  there- 
if,  confider, 

!•  If  ever  the  Lord  gave  you  a  heart  effeflually  to 
^k  him  in  means,  you  will  find  mighty  oppofitions, 
l^mptations  fpringing  up  one  after  another,  &c.  from- 
ffilhin,  frpm  wilhout,  and  the  oppofitions  will,  make 
\  Yz  ^  you 
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you  feek  him  the  more,  Hem:e,  Rohi.  xiii.  ii,  12 
he  bids  us  "  put  off  the  tvorks  of  darkntfs,  adi 
*'  put  on  the  armour  of  light,'*  When  a  man  de 
fires  and  lies  in  his  floth,  he  meets  with  little  oppo 
fiiion  or  trouble*  of  his  own  heart;  but  here  ii  ii 
otherwife,  therefore  put  on  armour*  And,  I  fay,  thi 
Ibul  !3»made  hereby  to  feek  the  Lord  the  more,  as  th 
blind  man,  Mark  x.  48.  "  Redeem  the  time^  be 
**  caufe  the  days  are  evil."  As  it  is-with  marinere 
they  will  not  only  ufe  fair,  but  ftde,  and  almoft  coa- 
tr&ry  winds,  lb  come  near  the  Ihore  they  are  bouii( 
for  ;  fo/  let  the  Lnrd  give  any  grace,  O  more  of  thu 
mercy,-  as  Mofes,  Deut.  iii,  24.  Let  the  Lord  deny, 
yet  the  foul  cries  the,  more  ;  .let  agonies  come,  Cferil 
prays  the  more ;  let  the  will  oppofe,  he  will  yicW 
himfelf  to  the  Lord,  to  crofs  his  own  will,  anddenj 
himfeir;  peace  makes  htm  love,  and  alBid^ion  makfj 
him  feek  the  Lord  early.  Hence  becaufe  thou  sfi 
troubled  at  the  feeling  of  a  flothful  hearty  tfaatinl 
make  you  feek  for  more  help. 

a.    You   will   feek  him  with  your  whole  heart,  fi 
that   it-  is   the  L'lrd  only  that  the  heart  is  boond  foe 
Pfalm  cxix-  2.     Phil.  iiV  12.     ITie   feeling   of  th 
Lord's  pov/er  and  eternal  life,  and  that  not  only  whih 
meafts  lail,  hut  when  in  want  of,  tfnd  banifhed  i\ 
means :    as  David  forgets  his  crown  and  kingd 
and  faith,    Pfalm  xxvii.  4.    *♦  One  thing   have  Id 
*'  red."    .Hence  Hezekiah  had  a  promife  of  life, 
going  to  God's  houfe  when  recovered;  it  was  not 
he    minded   fo  much  as  this,    "  What  is  the  fign  tl 
•'  I  (hall   go   to   the  houfe  of  the  Lord  ?»'     Hei 
faints,   though  ihey  negleft  fontetimes,   yet  as  a 
driven   back   by   contrary  wiods,   or  as  a  tradefn)! 
he  is  altogether  for  his  gain,  yet'proves  an  ill  hufta 
fometiines,   but  when  he  has  felt  hi«  loflfes   he  fall* 
his  trade  again  :    So   here,  like   mercha&ts   fteki 
pearls,  fee.    Matth.  Jcili.  45.     tct  this  comfort  ji 
though  ycu  find  nothing,  yet  faints  are  a.  generad 
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-of  feckcrs,  finding  time  is  not  cottiGy  yet  certainly 
'yao  fhall  come  to  your  end  at  laft*  You  have  no 
ihppings  for  the  fores  of  year  floth,  but  opening  them 
tefore  the  Lord ;  .  the  Lord  will  heal  and  help  in 
time. 

OiJeSf.  But  I  feel  no  good,  hence  I  am  afraid  I 
•feek  not  aright. 

Anf.  Ggl.  vi.  9.  .**.  You  (ball  reap  in  due  time." 
tArid,  Heb,  xi.  13.  all  things  were  crofs  to  the  pro- 
mife,  yet  Abraham  holds  on  ftill-  - 

OijeS.  But  I  find  my  fpirit  faint,  and  grow  lift- 
Icfs  and  weary. 

:    Arif.     When  heart  and  ftrength  fail,  yet  God  does 
not.   God  will  defert,-that  you  "may  know  where  your 
Jrength,  and  hearty'  and  help  lies. 
*    06j.    But  it  is  fo  great,  I  know  no  difference  bc- 
■Ivycen  mine  and  others  negleft. 

Anf.  That  is  fad,  yet  as  4t  is  in  all  fins,  falls  in- 
lothcm  do  but  undermine  them  the  mure.  Peter 
^denies  Chrift,  as  well  as  fleeps,  yet  he  is  the  firft 
■that  preacheth  him.  When'  a  mau's^  meat  is  fo  far 
from  doing  good,  as  that  it  does  him  hurt,  he  is 
^dying;  fo  thst  fin  is  dying,  that  floth  is  dying,  when 
*rjd  given  to  it,  doeti  till  it.  David  is  ready  to  give 
^p.all,  yet  faith,  **^lt  is  good  f^JK*  me  to  draw  near 
t**toGJd:'*  and  there  the  heart  will  rapofe  itfeJf 
^again.         .  '     . 

SECT..    Vf. 
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•  D/>6.  Of  Exhortation.  O  Be  not  flothful  tfien, 
^ucgleft  no  means,  but  ufe  all  means,  get  oil  in  your 
teffels,  that  yoa  piay  get  your  defired  end.  Mari- 
'^ers  that  are  bpund  for  a  voyage,  when  fet  out,  \TiIl 
*otbeatreft  till  they  are  landed  where  they  would 
fte^  Ic  was  one  of  the-  church's  forruwful  com- 
pUints,  Ifaiah  Uiv*  7*  "  None  that  ftirs  up  him- 
^1^ielf,'>&c. 

.       ^  Y3  Obj. 
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Obj.  But  I  find  many  ^  hindrances  without  rac,; 
many  fins  within  me,  I  have  fometime  neither  ftrengtlr 
(nay,  which  is  worfe)  nor  yet  heart  to  feck  the  Lord, 
though  my  wants  are  many,  though  my  days  decline;: 
how  ihall  I  do  ? 

Anf.  I.  Find  out  that  which  clogs  thy.hefirt  fironi 
feeking  effefttially,  and  caufe's  that  negledl,  aqd  th* 
makes  th^  Lord  negleft  thee  in  thy  ijieflFeftual  feck 
ing ;  elfc  thou  mayeft  feck  and  never  find,  and  thtc 
is  fome  lull,  fomething  that  eafes  the  heart  which  i^ 
not  God.  ,  When  the  foul  has  not  bread,  it  will  with; 
the  prodigal  tbien  refolve  for  home;  men  could  not; 
live  as, they  d<>,  fo  many  days  without  God,  unlcfe; 
they  did  feed  on  fomewhat  clfe  befide  the  Lori 
Hence  it  is  ufual  for  men  in  means,  to  ufe  means  for 
a  go6d,  add  out  ortneans  to  refill  that  good,  Ifa.Ivni.i,2.j 
Zech.  vii.  6.  Men  that  would  have  their  load  drawn,] 
muft  lirfl  take  their  wild  horfes  out  of  it :  fo  A6  with] 
thefe  lufts.  If  therefore  not  for  your  own,  yet  for  tbej 
Lord's  fake,  who  elfe  will  not  be  accounted  worthj 
the  feeking,  'find  out  whatever  contents  you:  necef-i 
£ty  has  no  holidays,  O  you  muft  have  him  !      *       \ 

2.  Ufe  means,  but  truft  not  to  them,  nor  to  «nf 
ftrength  received  to  carry  you  along  in  this  work:i 
you  will  elfc  neg^eft  and  fall  from  the  Lord,  and  ibel 
Lord  from  you*  It  is  faid  of  Afa,  i  Chron.  xvi.ii,  13^! 
*•  Afa  was  difealed  in  his  feet  in  his  old  age,  yet  hci 
*^  fuiight  not  to  the  Lord,  but  phyficians :"  So  it  is 
with  many  a  difeafcd  Cht'Ulian,  they  feek  riot'tolbcl 
Lord,  to  cure  their  feet»  but  means,  or  themfclves^i 
hence  he  decays  and  dies.  You  have  ^he  ftream  of 
all  temptations  againft  you,  it  is  not  your  own  oars, 
but  the  Lord's  wind  that  muft  carry  you  againft  it; 
look  therefore  to  an  Almighty  Power  in  meani  to 
help  you  ;  plead  God's  covenant,  to  put  his  fear  into 
your  hearts;  that  you  may  not  depart  from  him,  a^ 
he  will  not  forfake  you,  i  Cor.  xv.  10.  **  Paul  recciv- 
♦*  ed  not  grace  in  vain,  but  labours  abundantly;  yet. 
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"  not  I,  but  grace.'*  There  is  little  fear  of  drown- 
ing, fo  long  as  we  keep  head  above 'water,  fu  long  as 
we  cleave  to  the  Lord  Jefus. 

3.  Love  the  prefcnce  of  the  L«rd  and  his  company.  - 
If  there  be  a»jr  love  between  you,  you  will  then  find 
time,  and'  nothing  fliall  keep  you  from  hira,  Jer..  ii. 
I,  2,  3.  **  I  remember  the  love  of  thine  efpoufals, 
"  when  thou  followed  me  in  a  wildcrnefs  through  pit? 
**  and  dcferts."  Remember  he  has  been  in  heaven 
praying  for  thee,  when  thou «  ball  l^een  provoking  of 
him ;  he  has  been  bleffir^g  thee,  when  thou  haft  been 
abuGng  him ;  it  may  be  he  has  let  out  his  heart- 
blood  to  make  room  for  th^e  in  his  heart ;  it  may  be 
he  intends  through  all  eternity  in  exprefs  his  dearelt 
love  to  thee,  and  is  he  not  worth  your  love  ?  Love 
hitn,  and  you  will  be  with  hira  ;  love  will  be  llronger 
than  death,  it  will  break  all  thefe  bonds, 

4.  Set  Ueft)rc  you  thi  greatnefs  of  the  good  you  are 
to  ufe  all  means  to  gain  ;  why  do  mcn«  hunt  after 
flefli-pot?  ?  The  world  is  eftecmed  great ;  it  is  near 
us,  ^nd  (o  for  honour :  now  Chrift  and  eternity  are 
fir  off,  and  hence  they  feem  liitle,  and  hence  to  fcek 
them  is  not  made  a  bufinefs  of  greateft  weight  and 
in)portance,  2  Cor,  iv.  16.  18.  ';'  We  faint  not, 
!'  while  we  look  to  things  that  are  eternal."  Ads 
xxiv.  15,  19.^  There  is  not  the  vilell  reprobrate, 
but  when  h^  ftiall  fee  the  glory  that  fhall  be  revealed,, 
be  fliall  ftamp  and  tear  his  hair,  and  fay,  O,  if  i  had 
known  this!  I  hope  I  fliould  never  h^ve  dreamed  out 
my  time  fo  as  I  have  done !  We  look,  on  the  pidlure' 
of  g^odnefs  in  the  volume  of  tl^e  creatures,  which 
fatisfy  not;  O never  ceafe  looking  upward,  till  you 
.fee  what  you  feek  for  in  the  greatnefs  of  it.  Snppofe 
a  man  fliouTd  fleepall  his  life-tirhe,  and  be  in  a  dream, 
and  in  it  have  all  the  delights  and  glory  of  the  world 
prefented  to  him,  at  laft  the  ground  opc?ns  it^  mouth 
and  fwallows  him  up,  and  then  he  is  awakened  ;  O! 
tow  Would  he  cry  ?  TrulvChr ift,  and  gr^ce,  and  fellow-  • 

'  Y  4  Ihip 
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ihip  wjth  God,  are  not  thought  of»  fooght  far ;  are 
fmull  things  wUh  men,  but  the  world  ia  great,  and 
this  is  your. delight;  truly  it  is  but  your  dream: 
What  will  yaur  fouls  be  when  death  opens  its  mouth  ^ 
What  a  fad  thing  is  It,  to  fee  mon.fpin  cobwebs  that 
ifiuft  b^  fwept  dowD  ? 

Motive  I.  To  thofe  ^that  never  fought  the  Lord 
efFcdlually  to  this  day,  or  do  negleft  him  now  :  thofe 
thitt  are  like  children  born  befure  their  time,  that  ha?e 
had  fome  (orroW  after  the  Lord,  but  comforted  be- 
fore it  was  deep. enough  ;  have  fome  defires,  but  caf- 
cd  with  other  things  before  they  were  fatisfied  with 

'  Chrill  hinifelf;  that  have  run  for  awhile,  but  are 
grown  weary  before,  they  come  half  way  home,  and 
fo  fit  di>wft  in  the  way ;  like  clocks  fet  flow  in  the 
firft  hour  of  the  day,  run  ftow  all  the  day  after:  So 
tliefe  fet  back,  and  think  they  are  fet  right  t<Jo;  run 
flow  all  their  life  after.  That  as  it  was  faid  of  a  covet- 
ous man,  he  had  a  llrohg  defire  for  heaven,  if  any 
would  bear  his  dharges  thither:  fotbefe.  And  to  you 
I  fpeak,  not  that  never  fought,  but  that  have  been 
feeking ;  yet  elTedually  to  ufe  all  means,  this  you 
never  did.' 

-!•  Confider  how  far  men  have  gone  ?  What  meaas 
they  have  ufed  ?  yet  have  never  found  to  this  day. 
Luke  xiii.  24-  ''  Strive,"  faiili  GhriR.  This  I  fpeak, 
becaufe  men  think  they  may  beglcft  their,  feafons  of 
carnefl:  purfuit  after  grace,  men  may  fit  Hill,  and  put 
all  care  from  themfclves  to  God,  and  live  in  their  floth. 
O  no,  confider  fo  many  fnares,  fo  many  by-paths,*  fo 
many  deceits  within,  fo  many  fins  and  lufts  to  fubdue, 
all  time  and  means  is  little  enough:    take  heed  of 

.  fpending  prodigally,  and  think  Chrill's  grace  will 
bear  you  out.  O!  look  upon*  the  cries  of  a  death- 
bed, to  fee  fome  men  that  have  been  like  famifliing 
men  that  have  wanted  bread,  and  then  have  cried, 
Bread,  bread  ;  but  could  not  eat  it.     O,  faith  Paul, 

•  •'  I  beat  down  my  body,  left,  in  preaching  to  others, 
*'  myfelf  become  a  caft-away."^ 

2.  Coa- 


TEN  VIRGINS.  '    345   , 

a,  Confider  how  others  have  broken  down  the 
greateft  diilicuhies,  and  arc  pow  In  glory,  es  Rev.  xii. 
II.  **  They  loved  not  their  lives  to  the  death." 
They  have  not  only  fpent  ^heir  time,  loft  their  name, 
tiicir  comforts,  tut  their  blood,  that  have  paffed 
through  waters,  fires,  bonds,  imprifonments,  and  with 
Paul  have  not  *•  accounted  their  lives  dear,  that  they 
"  might  finifti  their  work."  '  David  was  full  oiP  God; 
(5ne  would  think  fotnetimes  he  had  enough,  yet  when 
l>e  awakes,  he  is  with  God  at  mid-night,  '^  his  thoughts 
**aQd  reins  inftrufk  him;  the  law  was  his  meditation 
**  day  and  night."  You'fhall  fee  him  in  the  temple 
bleffisg  God,  on  the.  throne  advancing  the  Lord,  dn 
the  duTighiU,  in  baniftiment  longing  after  him,  when 
he  fat  among  princes  meditating;  and  Vv^as  there  here 
Joo  much  coft?.  might  any  of  this  ointment  have 
been  fpared?  Confider  Chrift  himfclf,  Heb.  xii.  i, 
2i  3.  Caft  off  floth,  "  Looking  unto  Jefus, .  who,- 
**  for  th«  joy,  defpifed  the  ihame,  endured  the  crofs  ;" 
and  that  not  for  himfelf,  it  may  be  for  thcev  that 
thou  mightft  not,  now  he  is  at  the  right-hand  of  God: 
fo  are  the  faints  in  heaven,  and  now  rejoicing  that 
ever  they  fought,  him,  that  they  fpent  fo  much  time 
^n  him.    . 

3.  Confider,  th^e  is  a  time  of  negleft  of  Chrift, 
which  when  paft,  you  fliall  never  find  him  again, 
John  vii.  3,  4..  "  Ye  fhall  feek  me,  but  never  find 
**  me.".  You  have  had  many  diamond-days  and  fea- 
fbns,  and  God  gives  yon  a  fpacc  to  repent,  and  faith, 
**^y  Spirit  ihall  not  always  ftrive;"  it  may  be  fome 
are  but  withjn  that  fpace,"that  the  Lord  is  at  the  lall 
caft  with  you.  ,   ^  ' 

4*  Confider  whatever  your  condition  be,  fliake  off 
your  floth,  and  fet  uponihe  means,  the  Lord  will  be 
found;  do  it  in  good  earneft:  this  will  be  good  news 
^0  you  that  think  he  will  never,  but  be  thy  heart  like 
ftcel,  and  hard,  the*  Lord  will  break  it,  Heb.  xi.  6. 
*'  He  will  be  found  of  them  that  feck  him  diligently:'" 

And 
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And  the  greater  things  thou  feekeft  for,  the  more 
like  to  get  tbem ;  as  one  of  the  fathers  thinks,  that  to 
pray  with  repetitions,  is  to  pray  for  fmail  things. 
••  Open  thy  mouth  wide,  I  will  fill  it;'*  and  it  inajr 
be  prefently  in  a  raotiient,  when  thou  thinkeft  lead  of  it, 
it  may  be  at  that  time  when  thou  findeft  mod  unwilhng- 
jiefs  and  difficulty  to  fcek,  feek  then  and  the  Lord  will  be 
found,  O  this  damps  many  a  man  in  the  ufe  of  means, 
he  thinks  the  Lord  will  never  help,  and  hence  is  tor- 
mented with  this  thotight,  and  fits  down  and  refis: 
If  you*  would  keep  a  labourer  from  work,  or  a  travel- 
ler from  walking,  put  thorns  in  their  feet;*  now  the 
work  is  negletled,  there  is  pricking  ftufF,  he  cannot 
follow  on  his  buftnefe  now :  fo  it  is  here,  Prov.  xv.  19. 
Take  heed  therefore  of  fitting  down  with  fuch  thoughts 
as  thefe;  it  is  ftrange  thou  Ihouldft  be  killed  for  every 
cut,  and  b^caufe  wounded  for  fin  to  fall  off  from  sht 
Lord  by  unbelief  too, 

2.  Motives  to  you  that  have  followed  the  Lord,  but 
now  have  begun  to  negle^  him :  for  what  caufc  I 
know  not;  but  I  am  fure  the  Lord  has  given  you  none; 
yet  a  fpirit  of  flurabcr  and  lloth  is  upon  you,  that  you 
are  not  the  men  you  were.  It  'may  be  forae  for  want 
of  place,  want  of  time,  many  occafions,  many  forrowa 
and  temptations  in  this  wildcrnefs;  and  hence  no 
means  fweet,  no  bed  eafy,  your  bones  are  broken. 
It  may  be  a  little  time  of  neglefil  has  emboldened  you 
to  a  cuftom:  It  may  be  loofe  examples,  the  fpiritsof 
others  flat,  and  thine  is  fo  too,  whom  God  fent  into 
chnrch-fellowfliip  to  quicken  them :  it  may  be  an  ill 
hulband/is  an  hindrance,  a  bad  vv.ife,  as  Job'a  wife,  of 
whatever  it  is,  O  that  God  would  fpeak  this  day  to 
you!  ,  . 

1.  Confider  thou  ^art  nearer  to  thy  falvation  than 
when  thou  didft  firft  believe;  and  then  you  thought 
no  time,  no  pains  too  much,  but  all  tbo  little,  Rom. 
xiii.  II,  L2.  Mariners  near  the  fhore,  look  out  for 
rocks,  Lord  that  I  may  not  fplit  now.  Truly  as  it 
was  with  Cjirift,  the  longer  he  did  live,  the  more  for- 

rows; 
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rows;  fo  with  you.  God  has  carried  you  near  falva- 
'  tion,  O  now  being  nearer,  there  are  worfe  rocks,  look 
about  you  now.  Satan's  lad  temptations  are  ftrong- 
cft.  O  give  not  in  now  !  It  may  be,  not  many  days 
nor  weeks  hence,  thou  fhalt  come  to  thy  journey 's-end: 
Awaken  then  out  of  fleep. 

2.  Confider  how  glad  the  Lord  is  of  thy  company, 
he  has  beeEk^fo,  and  will  be  fo  again  ;  thou  canit  not 
come  in  too  late,  i  Sam.  xii.  21.  as  poor  and  vile  as 
thou  art;  Prov,  viiiJ  "  His  delight  is  with  the  fons 
•*  of  men."  Witnefs  mercies,  witnefs  afflictions,  O 
then  feek  him !  Witnefs  defcrtions,  then  feck  him ; 
witnefs  his  fweet  entertainment  of  thee,  many  a  time 
when  he  has  given  thee  meat  tbat  the  world  knows 
not  of;  witnefs  fo  many  hindrances  which  Satan  lays 
in,  who  knows  how  crofs  it  is  to  Chrill,  Jer.  ii.  i, 
2,  3.  "  I  remember  the  love  of  thine  efpoulals; 
*'  when  thou  didft  follow  me ;''  cfpecially  when 
with  moff  difficulty,  when  little  ftrength  within, 
when  little  hope  without ;  yet  I  will  not  give  over. 
He  never  forgets  this.  The>Lord  has  never  fuch  fad 
days  as  when  thou  turned  thy  back  .on  him,  and  thou 
never  fo  good,  as  when  thou  fcckeft  him. 

3.  Confider  thy  gains ;  there  Ihallnot-  the  lead 
cncfeavour,  dcfire,  purfuit  after  the  Lord,  not  the 
lead  word,  prayer,  thought,  time  fpent,  but  an  abun- 
dant  rccompence  is  in  Chridjs  hands,  i  Cor,  xv.  58. 
"  Ever  abounding ;  knowing  that  it  flialL  not  be  in 
"  vain."  .  A  man  that  rows  againd  the  dream,  a  lit-' 
tie  negleft  of  rowing  carries  him  down  again.  But 
O  **  be  ever  abounding  in  the  Lord's  work,  for  your 
*Mabour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

4.  Confider,  if  after  admonition  again  and  again, 
yet  yon  nourifli  floth,  there  is  fome  heavy  flroke  near 
thee.  Believe  it,  he  will  not  alway  bear  with  thy 
ncgleft.  As  nothing  makes  him  more  joyful  than 
your  company,  fo  nothing  cuts  him  more  than  your 
neglc£t :  but  though  he  fave  you  from  eternal  mifery, 

"  '     .    yet, 
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yet  fdmctimcs  your  greatcft  comfort  is  loft  by  this 
means,  Matth.  xxvi.  38*  40J  44^  45.  Firfthe/ftir* 
them  up  once  and  again,  then  leaves  ,them,  and  comes 
^gain,  and.  faith  nothing,  but  the  third  time,  "Sleep 
**  on  the -Son  of  man  is  betrayed."  So  your  comfort, 
and  Chrift  and  his  prefence  are  betrayed.  Some  have 
had  their  hulbands,  wives,  children,  cftates  gone,  but 
which  is  worft  of  all,  the  Lord  betrayed,  <fie  comfort 
of  their  hearts  gone,  and  hence  horrors  and  fears  fur- 
prize  them. 

HI.  Motives  to  us  efpecially  in  thU  country. 

1.  God  has  put  the* price  and  wpalth  of  the  worW, 
better  than  all  gold  and  filver,  into  our  hands,  who 
are  moll  unthankful,  moft  unworthy,  and  will  you 
come  fo  far  for  means,  and  here  negleft  them?  will 
3'ou  thus  negleft  the  Lord  ?  Like  men  ia  confump- 
tions,  they  long  for  "any  thing,  and  when  it  comes, 
they  cannot  touch  it.  If  it  were  night,  yoii  might 
fall  to  fleep,  but  the  day  approacheth.  Shall  God 
plant  his  vineyard,  but  you  never  come  to  cat  the 
fruit  of  it  ? 

2.  Your  temptations  are  greater  here  to  negleft  the 
Lord.  Others  are  tried  with  the  fcorching  fun,  there 
is  no  fleeping  tliere.  God  tries  us  with  the  (hadow, 
fets  us  under  the  vines  of  ordinances;  others  are  ia 
ilorm?;,  we  in  calms.  "  When  thou  eateft  and  art 
**  full,'*  faith  Mofes,  Deut.  viii.  fo,  11.  O  *' for- 
<*  get  not  the  Lord!"  You  lof*  in  your  efta:es,  knd 
now  you  are  hungry  after  the  fame  again.  Satan  when 
Chrilt  was  hungry,  affaults  him.  It  is  a  thoufand  to 
one  if  he  makes  you  not  fair  offers,  and  overcomes. 
Things  that  coft>  us  much,  we  prize,  and  keep,  and 
improve,'  if  of  any  ufe.  When  we  go  twenty  miles 
to  a  facrament,  O  then  it  is  precious!  while  under 
the  bondage  of  oppreffors,  O  liberty  of  confcience, 
and  ordinances  are  precious  ?  But  when  at  liberty,* 
we  have  liberty  to  have  them,  heu^c  take  liberty  to 
»egle£l  them. 

3.  Our 
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3.  Our  enemies  will  lie  upon  us.  -  Who  fees  not 
(that  obfcfvcs  the  Lord's  dealing)  that  feme  forrows 
are  toward,  unlefs  the  Lord  awaken,  ibme  fu^dea 
blaftiflg  blow.  If  anv  wind  be  ftirring,  men  on  the  top 
of  mountains  will  feci  it.  The  Lord  has  fet  bife  moMU- 
tain  above  all  others,-  and  it  is  folly  to  think  to  flee 
from  the  crofs,  unlefs  we  flee  from  Chrift,  It  is  part 
of  the  portion  he  doth  bwe  us  here,  if  he  loves  us. 
Yet  feek  the  Lord,  negleft  no  fcafons  to  ggin  hint, 
$nd  you  ihall  be  4iid,  Zeph.  ri.  2*  Nay  when  worU 
tiroes  come,  2  Chron.  xv.  3,  4,  5.  when  there-  js  no 
peaos,  they  ^hat  feek  him  fiiall  find  him.  ' 

I  fear  there  i$  at  this  day  as  deep  mifchjef  plotting 
againft  New-England  as  ever  the  fun  faw.  Enemies, 
will  firft  deal  fubtilly  before  cruelly,  but  fubtiliy  that 
they  tnay  deal  cruelly.  When  Pharaoh  deals  wifely, 
he  means  to  kill.  Yet  the  Lord  Ihall  be  with  us, 'as 
oflate^  has  he  not  been  feen  in  the  midft  of  us  fpr  a 
refuge?  Whatever  any » think,  I  believe  never  did 
the  Lord  ftir  «ip  fuch  prayers,  faith,  &c.  amongft  us. 

.1.  O  therefore  feek  the  Lord  dill  in  private.  If 
you  find  no  good,  find  out  the  fin.  Is  not  meditation 
Jieglefted?  Communion  of  faints  not  improved?  Do 
not  fay,  we  can  do  nothing,  and  why  are  we  pfeft  to 
it?  If  you  cannot,  yet  it  is  your  duty^  and  you 
muft  be  preffed;  and  pcriih  you  ftiall  if  you  feek  not; 
or  If  you  he  called,  there  is  fome  Spirit  of  tl^  Lord 
in  you  that  i*  mighty^ 

2.  Being  come  hither  for  public  helps,  and  means, 
and  all  ordinatKes,  O  do  not  betray  your  libertifcs  I 
But  lofe  your  blood  before  you  }ofe  theiti,  aud  the 
Lord  inthem.  Bear  the  ark  ftill  on  your  thdulders, 
that  \he  l.ord  may  dwell  >yith  you.     Hfence, 

I.  liyovL  would  have  the  walls  of  magiftracy  be 
broken  down  (the  means  to  preferve  the  church  Afid 
ttxeans' among  you)  if  they  make  laws  deride  them;* if 
tiiey  execute  .laws,  appeal  from  them. 

z>  Would 
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2*  Would  you  have  confufion,  the  iflother  of  dif- 
cord,  among  the  people  ?  Let  every  man  once  one  day 
in  the  year  turn  magiilrate^  and  out-face  authority,* 
and  profcfs  it  is  his  liberty.  Would  you  have  rapines, 
thefts,  injuflice  abat,und?  Let  no  man  know  his  own, 
by  removing  the  land-mark,  and  deftroying  pro- 
perties. 

3.  AVould  you  have  God*s  ordinances  in  the  purity 
of  ihem.  re  moved  ?  Keep  out  the  load  of  fuperftition ; 
but  yet,  for  peace  fake,  fulTer  a  few  feeds  to  be  fow« 
among  you. 

4.  Would  you  have  all  the  meffengers  of  the  gof- 
pel  at  firft  reviled,  at  laft  maffacred?  Profefs  they 
are  no  better  than  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  perfecuting 
Egyptians,  enemies  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  the  more 
devout  the  worfe ;  as  thofe  that  flirred  up  fiorms 
in  Germany  faid,  Ghrift  had  four  great  enemies ;  the 
Pope,  Anabaplifts,  Martin  Luther,  but  efpecially 
John  Calvin. 

5.  Would  you  ruin  the  gofpel  ?  Set  not.  Popery 
againft  it,  but  gofpel  againft  gofpel,  promifes  againll 
promifes,  Chrift  againft  Chrift,  Spirit '  againfl  Spirit, 
grace  againft  grace ;  and  then  he  is  twice  beaten, 
that  falls  by  his  own  weapons. 

6.  Would  you  have  oppreffors  fet  over  you,  to 
remove  ordiqances,  to  encreafe  your  burdens  ? — 
Maintain  this  principle  then,  that  they  will  not 
aiTault  us  firft  iby  craft  and  fubtilty,  but  openly  and 
violently. 

7.  Would  you  have  this  ftatc  in  lime  to  degene- 
rate into  tyranny?  Take  no  care  then  for  making  laws. 
When  they  are  made,  would  you  have  ^11  authority 
turned  to  a  meer  vanity  ?  Be  gentle,  and  open'  the 
door  to  all  comers,  that  may  cut  our  throats  in  time ; 
and  if,  being  come,  they  do  offend ;  threaten  therOi 
and  fine  them,  but  ufe  no  fword  againft  them.  You 
fathers  of  the  country  be  not  oftended  ;  this  I  fpeek 
nut  to  dlTparage  any,  the  practice  fpeaks  otberwife ; 
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I  only  forewarn ;  I  hope  the  LorJ  has  prepared  Let- 
'   tcr  days  and  mercies  tor  us :     I  am  fure  he   will,  if 
what  means  we  have  we  prefcrve  ;   and  what  wc  prc- 
fcrve,  ive  throujjh  grace  fliall  improve.  • 

CHAP.    XVlI.  .   SECT.    I. 

That  the  hearts  arid  fouls  of  believers  are  made  as 
^^ffcls%  only  for  the  reception  of  Cbrift  bis  i>piritf 
i^nd  the  graces  thereof 

2.  TTHE  inward  principle,  wherein  lies  the  fecond 
-*■    difference  which  is  plainly  cxprcffcd. 

We  kre  now. to  inquire  further  concerning  thefe 
veflck  and  the  qil  in  them.  Vcflcls  were  the  place 
only  of  receiving  and  prcferving  the  oil  for  the  continu- 
al burning  and  fliining  of  the  lamps  :  *  So  that  though 
in  fome  fcriptures,  by  lamp  is  underllood  both  the 
vcffcl  and  the  lamp  by  a  figure,  yet  in  diftindt  phrafe 
of  fpeech,  that, is  properly  the  lamp  which  burns  and 
gives  light,  and  that  which  contains  the  oil  to.nourifh, 
this  is  the  velfel:  fo  that  the  veffels  w^re  lipt  feparate 
things  from  the  lamp,  as  though. the  lamp  was  in  one 
hand,' and  a  veffel  in  another;  this  was  neither  the 
cuftonl,  nor  coracUnefs  cf  that  age  to  cumber  tbem-» 
felves  thus';  but  the  lamp  (as  it  is  in  ours)  was,  that 
part  which  W'as  kindled  and  lighted,  the  veffel  that 
which  kept  the  oil  to  ferve  this  end  :  and  hence  the 
folly  of  five  of.  them  appeared,  that  they  would  car- 
ry burning  lamps  with  empty  veflels,  juft  as  if  a  man 
ihould  draw  the  wick  through  the  oil,  that  it  may 
burn  for  a  time,  and  provide  no  oil  in  the  veffel  to 
maintain  the  lamp;  however  all  comes  to  one  (if  they 
be  feparate)  in  refpeCt  of  that,  that  I  aim  at. 

Thus  literally  we  fee  what  the  lamp,  veffel,  and- 
oil  is :   Now  what  is  fp'iritually  iiieant  thereby. 

'      .  !•  For 
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1.  For  the  bil*  what  is  that?  I  intend  not  h«r€  to 
ftiew  the  fond  and  various  apprehenfionsofpopifli  writ- 
ers, who  underlland  by  oil,  alms,  good  works,  a  good 
intention,  &c.  .  But  by  oil,  is  meant  the  Spirit  of 
Ghrift  and  the  graces  of  it,  peculiar  to  all  the  elect; 
and  thus  in  fcripture  phrafe,  i  John  ii,  27-  the  Spirit  is 
called  "  the  anointing;"  and  the  grfeces  of  the  Spirit, 
Gant.^i.  3.  •'  The  fmell  of  Chrift^s  ointments:'' 
Harlots  love  him  for  the  gifts  he  fends,  but  virgins  fcff 
the  grace  he  has.  That  oil  which  ran  firft  oi>  Aaron's 
head,  and  runs  down  to  his  ikirts  is  here  neftnt. 
Now  as  Chrift  Mrafelf  -  had  not  the  Spirit  without 
graces,  nor  thefe  without  the  Spirit,  but  both ;  foboih 
thefe  being  in  him  as  in  the  fountain,  they  are  in  us 
ai5  in  the  veffils. 

2.  Chrift  being  the  fountain  of  all  grace,  and  hav* 
ing  the  Spirit  without  meafure,  and  therefore  has  e- 
nough  to  fpare;  he  cannot  be  meant  by  thefe  velFcts 
which  had  but  tl\eir  meafure,  atid  fuch  a  raeafure  as 
that  they  had  none  to  fpare  for  the  other.  Therefore 
by  vcffels  are  meant  principally  the  precious  fouls  of 
th^  faithful,  into  which  this  golden  oil  was  put,  and 
therefore,  2  Cor.  iv.  7*  "  We  have  this  trcafurc  ia, 
*<  earthen  veffeU."  And  Rom.  iir.  33.  "  They  arc 
**  veffels  of  glory,  prepared  unto  glory,**  and  fo  fre- 
.quently;  lb  that  iierein  the  foolifli  fall  (hoit,  for  the 
foolifli  boafted  of  Chrift  out  of  them,  but  where  was 
the  Spirit  and  virtue  ofChrift  in  them?  And  this  is 
conceived  to  be  the  reafon  why  tlie  main  difference  is 
not  made,  by  the  want  of  the  external  principle,  viz. 
Chrift,  but  by  want  of  the  ititernal  principle  andwork; 
this  they  had  not.'  i.  They  bad  fo  much  oil,  1.  r. 
lighter  llrokes  of  the  Spirit,  as  kindled  a  prbfeiBoa, 
but  they  had  riot  enough*  2.  They  had  fo  much  oil 
and  light,  as  continued  their  profeffion  for  a  ^htle,  but 
it  continued  not  long. 

Here 
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Here  ilitttfott  obfervc  thefc  four  things: 

Qbfervatton  I.  That  the  precious  fouls  of  the  faith- 
ful arc  veffds  matfe  only,  or  chiefly  to  receive  and  pre- 
fcrvfc  the  prefence  of  the  Spirit  and  the  grace  of  Chrift. 

06fervation'2.  That  Within  thefe  veffels  there  is  an 
ioNvard  principle  of  grace  and  life. 

Observation  3.  There  is  a  certain  irteafure,  degree, 
plenitude  or  fulriefs  of  the  Spirit  of  grace  in  the  heart 
of  the  faithful,  which  the  unfound,  though  moft  glori- 
ous profeffors  of  the  gofpcl  fall  (hort  of. 

oifcrvatiott  4.  That  the  graces  of  the  faints  where- 
vith  their  hearts  by  the  Spirit  are  fiUccf,  are  conftant, 
tnd  of  an  everlafling  and  eternal  nature. 

Thefe  three  laft,  anfwer  three  queftions.  If  any  alk 
the  difference  between  the  virgins ;  the  foolifti  wpint, 
«nd  the  wife  have  an  inward  principle  of  the  Spirit  of 
We.  If  it  be  faid,  hypocrites  have  an  inward  work, 
yet  this  inward  principle  is  fuch  a  fulnefs  of  Spirit 
i^ich  they  ever  Ml  fliort  of,  and  this  will  make  them^ 
known  for  the  prefent.  If  again  it  be  faid,  that  many 
flotttifli  glorioufly  for  a  time ;  yet  it  is  of  an  eveSrlaft- 
ing  nature,  and  this  will  raanifeft  them  one  from  ano* 
ther  in  time  to  con]e. 
■    The  firft  point  therefore  I  will  only  touch  on  now. 

SECT;    ir. 

1,  -  • 

DoS.  I.  X  HAT  the  precious  fouls  and  hearts  of 
til  the  faithful  are  veffels  made  chiefly  and  onlyto  re^ 
^ve  and  prefcrve  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  Chrift,  or 
the  gracious  prefence  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift:  that  as 
It  is  with  the  fouls  of  the  wicked,  they  are  made  only 
|o  hold  Saian,  fin,  and  wrath,  and  fo  fitted  for  de- 
ftoiftion ;  fo  the  fouls  of  the  faints  are  made  and  fit- 
led  only  to  receive  arid  nourilh  the  Spirit,  grace,  and 
love  of  Chrift*    That  as  it  is  with  princes,  the  -beft 
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rooms  are  referved  only  for  them ;  their  attendants  may 
come  in  and  out  to  ferve  them,  but  it  is  their  room, 
their  lodging.     So  here,   the  hearts  of  the  faithful, 
and  the  b:;ft  rooms,  bed  afFeflions  of  it  are  only  to 
entertain  the  Lord,  and  his  graces  and  Spirit?  ycto- 
ther  things  miy  come  in  and  out  as  attendants  to  him, 
to  ferve  him,  but  the  rooms  therafelves  are  only  for 
his   proper  ufe,  2  Tim.  ii.  7:0,  2r.     The  church  is 
God's    houfe :    now  there  are    many '  veffels  (many 
fouls)  fome  bafer  of  wood   anJ  earth,  fome  of  hon- 
our;   what  are  thefe?     Anfwer.    "If  a   man  purge 
**  himfelf  from  thefe;"  for  no  man  is  born  with  a  ncit 
difpofition  to  receive  grace,  as*a  veffel  full  of  puddle 
water  that  muft  firll   be   cad  out;  now  when  this  is 
done,  he  is  a  veffel  meet  for  his  mafter's  ufe,  prepared, 
&c.     The  bed  veffels  abide  in  the  houfe,  not  for  their 
own  or  fervants  ufe,  but  for  the   mafter's  ufe  oflly- 
And  though  the  Spirit  may  withdraw  for  fome  time, 
and  they  be  unable  to  do  any  good  work,  yet  they  are 
prepared  for  the  Spirit,  and  fo  for  ev6ry  good  worki 
and  here  is  all  the  ufe  of  the  veffel  of  honour.     Hypo- 
crites are  veffels  of  pomp,  and  ftate,  and  ornament: 
O  the  brave  church  of  Sardis !  the  profound  judgments, 
deep  heads,  eminent  Chrifiians,  but  not  veffels  of  ho- 
nour, becaufe  not  veff::ls  of  ufe  only  foe  their  mailer, 
only  to   receive  Hie   eternal   anointing  of  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  Jefus.     If  you  would  know  the  certainty  of 
this  more  fully,   i.  Go  and  afk  themfelvcs,  is  it  foof 
not!  if  they  be  of  age,  and  know  themfelvcs,  they  will 
fay,  I  am  the  Lord's  only,  Ifa.  xliv.  4,  5.     "  When 
**  theyfpring  up  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes:  ote 
*'  Ihall  fay  I  am  the  Lord's."     As   an  eminent  light 
faid,  when   dying,  O   Lord,  I  will  be  thine:  afk  the 
world   whofe  they  are  ?  and  to  what  ufe  and  purpofc 
they  ferve?  they  will  anfwer,  they  are  none  of  ours; 
and  therefore,  John  xv.  19.  *'  The  world  hates  thfeffl*'* 
Aflc  the  Lord  himfelf,  he  well  profeffes,  thpugh  man]p 
wants  and  weakneffes  in  them;  na^,  though  fomctimei 

they 
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they  are  weary  and  ncglcft  hira,  fall  and  foil  them- 
fclvcs;  yet,  Ifaiah  xliii.  ir,  *' This  people  have  I 
"  formed  for  myfelf."  VefTds  formed  and  fiucd  of 
God  only  for  his  glory. 

Reafun  I.  Becaufe  all  the  creatures  in  the  world 
are  theirs,  and  fervants  to  them,  and  therefore  they 
are  for  the  Lord  only,  i  Cor,  iii.  21,  22,  23.     If  the 
niort  we  took  care  for,  and  fee  our  hearts  upon  the 
creature,  if  the  more  we  were  converfant  with  it,  Uie 
more  we  fliould  have,  and  the  better  we  ihould  live: 
Or  if  they  Ihould  not  fcrve  us,  unlefs  we  did  firft  bow 
down  our  knees  to  worfhip  them,  and  our  backs  to 
bear  them ;  then  feeing  the  world  lives   by  catching* 
we  might  then  difrobe  anJ  difthrone  our  fouls,  and 
care  more   for  thele  .things,  and  lefs  for  the  Lord  j 
love  thefe  things  more,  and  the  Lord  lefs;  but  the 
Lord  Jefus  having  taken  all  care  for  his  people,  and 
bearing  more  love  to  them,  and  having  more  care  of 
^thera  than  themfelvcs,  and  therefore  having  given  all 
creatures  in  the  heavens,  fea  and  dry  land  to  ferve 
them,  they  ought  to  be  and  aVe  only  for  him,  Hof# 
M-  21.  23.  When  a  man  is  the  feed  of  God,  and  bom 
for  him,  now  all  creatures  ferve  him ;  hence,  1  Tim. 
vi.  17,  18.  It  is  a  prevailing  motive  with  all  the  faints, 
^e  have  a  living  God  that  gives  us  all  things;  all  cre- 
atures being  dead,  and  not  able  of  themfelves  to  help 
^s,  therefore  truft  not  on  thefe  things,  but  him  only» 
be  not  high    minded  in  thefe  things;  but  magnify  him 
only.     Wcfknow  how  angry  God  was  with  Belfliaz- 
iar  for  prophaning  the  veflels  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  ia. 
making  them  quaffing  bowls,    and  turning  them  to 
^mmon  ufe.     When  a  man  is  brought  to  that  mife- 
ly  that  he  has  none,  nor  knows  of  none  to  be  a  friend 
10  take  care  or  thought  for  him,  none  that  loves  him, 
ten  he  fhifls  for  himfelf  and  becomes  a  fervant.    But 
ibofe  that  know,  as  women,  that  they  have  rich  huf- 
ftnds  to  live  on,  they  take  care,  i  Cor.  vii.  34.  how 
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to  picafe  them :  fo  here.  What  is  the  reafoft  thai 
men  are  mad  for  this  world?  Becaufe  they,  poor  cre- 
ature:?, have  no  friend,  know  no  friend;  but  faints 
have  him,  and  know  him,  John  xvii.  2.  The  faints 
are  given  to  Chrift,  Chriil  to  them,  and  all  .the  world 
put  into  Chrift's  hand  for  us,  (for  the  creatures  are 
not  given  to  us  immediately  to  our  own  dlfpofe,  and 
hence  we  have  not  much  of  this  world)  to  what  end? 
That  fo  he  might  f;ive  eternal  life  begun  here.  This  is 
the  only  gift,  and  laft,  and  bell,  and  worthy  of  htmfelf, 
and  this  only  we  receive. 

Rcofon  2*  In  reg:ird  of  that  bleffed  liberty  all  the 
faithful  are  brought  into;  for  what  is  a  Chrillian's  K- 
bcrly  ?  is  it  to  ferve  men?  No,  1  Cor,  vii,  23.  There- 
fore ferve  not  yourfelves;  is  it  then  to  ferve  your  own 
lull?  No,  Rom,  vi.  22.  **  You  are  made  free  from 
**  fin,  and  fervants  unto  God,"  Is  it  then  to  ferve 
any  creature  out  of  youtjelves?  No,  Gral.  iv.  i.  The 
world  is  yours  already,  i  Cor.  iii.  21,  22.  given  to 
you,  bought  for  you,  fpend  not  therefore  one  groat 
more  to  purchafe  it,  but  keep  thofe  affeftions  and 
hearts  for  the  Lord;  much  lefs  imprifon  not,  and  im- 
bondage  not  yourfelves  for  it.  A  Chriftian's  liberty,. 
which  God  crowns  him  with  above  all  the  princes  of 
the  world,  is  to  be  only  for  the  Lord,  which  liberty  all 
creatures  groan  to  be  in,  Rom.  viii.  21,  22.  To  be 
for  God  and  a  lull,  for  Chrift  and  this  world,  it  k  a 
fliameful  bondage,  and  mofl  lamentable,  and  you  arc 
not  at  liberty  yet,  if  not  only  for  the  Lord.  \VTien 
the  children  of  kings  and  peers,  of  princes  (hall  be 
made  to  come  at  the  call  of  their  grooms  and  kitchen- 
boys,  if  ever  they  ftood  before  the  face  of  princes, 
they  will  count  this  a  heavy  thraldom  and.  bondage: 
fo  if  ever  you  ftopd  before  the  God  of  the  whole  earth, 
you  will  account  it  an  heavy  bondage,  to  have  an 
heart  fometime  for,  and  ^fometirae  not  for  the  tdord 
Is  not  this  liberty  ?  No,  but  to  have  a  heart  only  de- 
termined to  the  Lord;  as   it  is  in  angels^  and  in  the 
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man  Chrift  Jefus.  Verily  look,  as  the  Lord  leaves  his 
people  for  a  time  to  their  liberty  in  fin,  fo  that  their 
hearts  arc  determined  only  to  fin,  that  they  are  fit  on- 
ly to  receive  the  fuggcilions  and  pleafures  of  it,  but  fit 
to  quench  the  Lord's  Spirit:  fo  the  Lord  Jefus  making 
himlelf  and  grace  more  fweet  than  their  hills,  their 
hearts  are  determine'cl  only  for  hin>,  iheir  vtrlFeh  are 
only  for  his  oil,  Rom.  vi.  19.  The  liberty  of  will 
that  Arrainians  plead  for,  is  nothing  but  the  hypocrify 
of  a  falfe  heart,  whole  heart  being  touched  partly  vvkh 
God,  and  partly  witTi  the  creature;  hence  ia  alway 
falling  from  one  to  the  other,  James  i.  '*  Double-mind- 
**  ed  men;'*  but  the  faints  are  determined  unto  one, 
and  then  made  perfect  in  one. 

Heafon  3.  In  regard  of  the  fulnefa  and  all-fufficien- 
cy  of  the  Spirit  of  grace,  which  their  hearts  arc  made 
fa  veffels  to  receive;  and  do  receive;  they  finding  e- 
»ough  there,  God  referves  them,  and  they  refervfe 
themfelves  only  for  the  receiving  of  this,  John  vi.  68. 
"^^  Will  you  depart ?  Lord^  to  whom  fliould  we  go? 
*]Thou  haft  the  word^  of  life;'*  and  fo  the  Spirit  of 
life,  that  have  quickened  dur  hearts  when  dead,  that 
do  put  frelh  life  to  us  when  dying,  that  comfort  oar 
hearts  when  forrowing.  Here  is  the  life,  glory,  the 
fif^  of  Chrift,  the  life  of  God  ;  other  things  do  bnt  dead 
our  hearts,  thou  haft  words  of  life.  John  Lv.  14.  •*  The 
,**  water  that  I  give,  fliall,"  i.Be  that  which  ftiall quench 
i*H  his  thirft  to  other  things ;  fo  that  though  a  man 
^anta  them,  yet, his  ftomach  is  gone,  which  the  damn- 
ed (hall  find  otherwife.  .2.  A  well  of  water  in  him, 
^vernear  him;  men  have  their  accommodations  far 
^  but  this  is  in  him.  Your  hearts  within  are  trou- 
bled, perplexed,  and  behold  this  is  in  you.  3.  Spring- 
ing up,  continually  increafing;  for  to  have  a  good 
thing,  and  not  to  be  fatisficd  in  our  dcfires  with  \U 
What  is  it  but  a  mifery?  Hence  it  fprin^s  up  unto  e- 
verlafting  life,  which  is  the  fourth,  via.  The  continu- 
ance of  ic,  this  will  be  here  till  my  mortality  is  fwaU 
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lovftd  op  of  life*  I^ike  a  leaking  (hip  that  takes  in 
water  by  little,  and  licih,  till  at  Uil  it  is  fwallowed  up 
in  the  lea- 

SECT.     III. 

Ufe  i.JrlENCE  we  may  fee  the  rcafcn  why  th« 
lx>rd  doth  not  abundantly  reveal  and  comraunicAtc 
himHslf  to  the  fouls  of  many  men.  What  is  the  mtt- 
ter  ?  Is  it  becaufe  they  find  no  want  of  his  Spirit,  and 
life,  and  grace,  and  peace,  and  glory  ?  Yes  they  do, 
and  hence  exprefs  their  wants  to  men,  and  compldiH 
of  their  wants  to  God.  Is  it  for  this,  that  Chrift  has 
not  wherewithal?  Yes,  he  has  received  the  Spirit  with- 
out meafurc,  John  iii.  34.  and  fountains  always  nWt 
though  men  fcldom  drink.  What  then  ?  Is  it  becaufe 
they  bring  not  their  hearts,  hold  not  their  veffels  un- 
der the  Lord's  horn  of  oil  ?  Yes  that  they  do,  but 
their  veffels  are  naught,  they  are  not  only  for  himri 
they  feel  their  want  of  grace  and  ChrilJ,  but  not  onir 
or  chiefly  of  this.  Special  gTrioe  fliall  never  be  pour- 
ed into  a  common  vcffwl,  a  common  he-^rt,  that  lies  in 
common  for  God,  and  luft,  and  world  tOQ.  ThcbO' 
nt)ur,  peace,  life,  gain,  of  a  God,  are  fweet  and  preci- 
ous. "  Lord,  ever  give  me  that  water  to,  drink." 
But  you  have  five  hufbands,  and  feck  not  this  only: 
Hence,  if  the  Lord  denies  you,  you  can  be  Gonfcnt, 
becaufe  you  have  fomething  ellc  to  fill  yoixt  veffels; 
if  the  Lord  gives,  you  imdervalue  it,  and  grow  worfe: 
and  the  very  rifing  of  that  common  grnce  yon  have, 
is  the  beginning  of  your  apollacy  and  fetting  off  from 
God.  And  hence,  no  wonder  why  you  pray  but  fl^-- 
ver  have,  James  i.  6,  7.  you  want,  and  crave,  but  ne- 
ver find ;  your  veffel  is  naught,  though  the  Lord  is 
good.  It  is  a  black  mark  that  thou  art  in  bondage  to 
the  creature,  and  didfl:  never  know  what  the  liberi}% 
pven  the  glorious  liberty  of  a  fun  means.  And  it  is » 
piofl  grievous  bondage  tp  be  half  unloofcd  and  yet  10 
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be  in  bonds;  And  I  affare  you,  if  you  fknew  the 
gift  of  God,  if  ever  you  tailed  how  fw^cet  the  Lord 
is;  this  is  the  only  thing  your  fouls  will  cry  for: 
that  when  you  come  toafk,  and  the  Lord  faith,  what 

;  would  you  have?  O  the  Spirit  of  life!  O  the  anoin- 
ting  of  my  bleffcd  head!  And  what  elfe?  It  only; 
this  is  it  ray  vcffel  'is  made  to  hold;  I  am  not  made 
for  my  lult,  nor  fms,  nor  world:  I  would  I  had 
a  bigger  veffel,  a  larger  heart  to  receive  thy  grace  only. 
I  confefs,  a  gracious  heart  may  for  a  time  be  carried  loo 
violently  after  other  things;  and  yet  feek  the  Lord 
too,  as  Solomon^  Eccl.  ii.  But  after  it  knows  Chrift 
better,  it  is  more  refcrved  now  for  Kim,  as  Genefis 
xxxix,  3,  4,  5,  6.  Jofeph's  mafler  for  a  time  kept 
"things  in  his  own  hand;  but  when  he  faw  the  Lord 
was  with  Jofeph,  and  that  he  was  profperous,  and 
blcffed,  then  he  made  him  overfeer,  and  he  knew  "nor, 
it  is  faid,  what  he  had,  fave  only  the  bread  that  he 

(!idid  eat:  So  it  is  in  our  Jofeph.  As  the  poor  Woman 
tiiatknew  the  Meffiah,  Ihe  leaves  her  veffel,  her  wa- 
ter-pot  with  him,  and  now  would  have  all  the  city  to 
come  and  fee  and  belipve  in  him,  and  depend  on  him 
only,  truft  to  him  only,  &c.  Doft  therefore  feek, . 
and  find  not!  Hall  been  Ichig  waiting,  and  fecleft  not? 
And  thou  wondred  at  it!  Others  comforted,  and  I 
not!  Search  if  this  be  not  the  caufe;  it  n^ay  be  thy 
heart  is  not  fet  only  for  this,  but  on  thy  back,  belly, 
lots,  eafe,  what  Ihall  I  eat,  drink!  &c.  As  fonie  wo- 
men, becaufe  God  does  not  feed  fo  liberally  their  fweet 
tooth,  their  licoriih  longings,  build, them  cieled  houfe&, 
nieafure  their  prefent  condition  accdrding  to  their  fin- 
ful  humour;  nothing  can  pleafe  them,  neither  huf- 
band,  fervants,  min^flers,  nor  God's  ordinances.  Is 
this  a  veffel  for  the  Lord  and  his  grace  only?  Yon 
rood,  you  will  have  a  longer  coat  than  you  can  well 
wear;  hold  here.  Never  think'  to  have  one  prayer 
anfwered:  If'  this  night  thy  day  of  mifery  ihould 
come,  cry  thou  mayfl,  but  no  God  to  hear  tliee  or 
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help  thee.  O  a  little  oil,  no\^  a  little  gracd^  now  a  i 
little  mercy.  Lord  now.  O  no,  you  have  no  velW  1 
to  hold  it.  But  O  blefs  the  Lord  you  know  it.  O- 
thers  it  may  be  are  not  fo  fuU  of  thefe  fores  of  impa- 
tiency :  but  you  pray  for  God,  and  grace,  and  have  ' 
it  not.  Why  fo?  Thefe  are  not  the  things  that  you 
are  only  fet  for.  Why?  Becaufe  you  are  content 
without  them.  I  am  not,  you  will  fay;  but  you  are; 
for  you  do'  not  lament  daily  after  the  Lord  for  thefe 
thipgs  only :  that  which  only  fatisfics,  that  thy  heart 
is  not  at  reft  till  it  find:  I  hope  I  may  have  help  for 
all  this;  No,  faith  James,  think  not  fo.  O  therefore 
blefs  the  Lord.  You  know  what  hurts  you;  faints 
have  hurts  thus  :  but  they  purge  themfelves,  and  hence 
are  bleifed  veffels  ftill.  When  Mofes  was  begging  Cor 
Ifrael,  *'  Mine  Angel,"  faith  God,  **  (hall  go  with 
•*  ydu,"  I  will  not.  No^  thou  only,  *«  elfc  let  us  die 
**  here,'*  Exod.  xxxiii.  This  prayer  wins  the  field, 
and  wears  the  garland.  The  evils  of  the  churches  arc 
many,  an  hour  of  temptation  is  coming  on ;  fcandak 
are  like  to  be  great;  the  fubtiltieS  of  enemies  maoy. 
Now  we  pray,  and  yet  thefe  have  come,  and  we  fear 
they  will  come.  O  beloved;  go  to  the  Lord,  and 
plead  with  him  only  for  this;  and  when  thou  ^anft 
procure  nothing  for  thyfelf,  yet  let  it  fare  well  with 
Sion:  and  this  only  I  muft  have,  Pfal.  xxvii.  4, 
"  One  thing  I  have  defired."  You  fliall  have  it  then, 
elfe  not. 

'Ufe  2.  See  the  great  fin  of  thofe  that  lofe  th^ir  life, 
preferve  not  the  Spirit  when  he  comes  to  them  in  or- 
dinances;' you  are  veflcls  only  made  for  the  Lord,  and 
will  you  lofe  that  which  he  drops  in?  There  is  no  0- 
thers  can  receive  him,  John  xiv.  17.  and  when  he 
comes  to  you,  do  you  riius  requite  him?  &c. 

CHAP- 


TIN  VIRGINS.  -361 

CHAP.   XVIII.    SECT.   I. 

Tbaf  the  Holy  Spirit  is  in  believers  as  tie  principle 
if  tteir  fpiritual  life  and  bx^Un^s* 

DoS,  2.  npHAT  within  thefe  veffels,  is  an  inward 
•*-  principle  of  life .  and  grace.  Or,  thc^ 
burning,  fniaing  profeffion  of  all  the  faithful,  it  pro- 
ccedeth  from  an  inward  principle  of  the  Spirit  of 
grace,  by  the  means  of  which  their  lamp  burns,  and 
their  profei&on  fiiinea. 

For  this  I  underftand  by  oil  in  the  veffel,  the  Spi- 
rit of  Jcfus,  not  out  of  us,  but  received  in  us ;  not 
cotnittg  only  upon  41s,  for  fo  he  may  on  fooliih  vir-* 
|[ias,  by  Balaamitiili  raviiliments,  and  hypocritical 
P^ngs,  and  land-flood  affedions ;  but  abiding  in  us. 
And  that  not  as  it  doth  in  hypocrites,  but  as  it  is  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  without  raeafure,  both  Spirit  and  graces, 
fo  iC  abides  in  us  in  meafure:  in  Him  as  the  fountain, 
in  U8  as  the  veffels,  from  whofe  fulnefs,  we  receive 
the  fame.  So  that  by  oil  iff  not  meant  the  external 
principle  of  all  life,  the  Lord  Jefus  having  Spirit  and 
grace  enough,  but  keeping  our  hearts  empty  of  it : 
hut  the  Lord  Jefus  in  us,  who  is  not  in  us  but  by  his 
Spirit,  even  the  Spirit  of  life,  from  whence  all  our 
aftions  fpring,  and  from  which  oil  our  lamp  burns. 
This  therefore  I  fay,  tlie  profeflion  of  the  faithful, 
fpriflga  not  from  outward  motives,  or  principles  of 
motion,  as  the  aftions  of  hypucrites,  fomeiinies  fud- 
dcn  praife,  fometimes  gain,  Lmelimes  fears,  fomc- 
timcs  fleflily  hopes,  fometimes  fuddcn  conceit  and 
fancy,  fometimes  irruption,  and  rufhings  of  the  Spirit 
upon  them,  but  there  is  a  fj^tring  within,  there  is  a 
life  within ;  there  is  oil  in  the  veffel  to  fill  the  lamp, 
and  fo  hence  it  burns*  Eph;  ii.  i.  "  You  hath  he 
'*  quickned,  who  were  dead  in  fins,**  /.  e.  you  were 
tddas  fall  under  the  power  of  your  fins,  as  a  dead 

man 
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man  is  under  the  bonds  of  death:  bat  now  in  the 
room  of  that  deaths  there  is  the  Spirit  of  life,  and  the 
life  of  the  Spirit.  Now,  life  is  an  inward  principle  of 
motion,  of  any  thing  in  its  own  place;  as  the  fun,  and 
trees,  and  grafs,  and  cattle.  You  may  take  a  ftooc, 
or  a  mill-Hone,  or  wheel,  and  move  it,  yet  they  have 
no  life,  becaufe  this  is  not  from  an  inward  principle: 
1*0  hypocrites  may  be  acted,  and  moved  by  the  great 
power  of  the  Spirit  in  an  ordinance,  yet  not  living, 
but  dead  ftiU.  John  iv.  14.  the  water  (which  is  the 
Spirit)  **  is  a  Ijpring  of  living  water  in  him.*'  Cif- 
terns  may  have  water  in  them,  but  no  fpring,  that  is 
running  winter  and  furamcr.  i  John  iii.  9.  this  is 
called,  *'  The  feed  remaining  in  him:"  which  is  that 
new  creation,  new  birth,  whiclv  the  verfe  itfclf  ex- 
pounds ;  fo  that  he  cannot  fm:  it  is  againft  his  nature, 
now  he  cannot  be  a  fin-maker.  Balaam  could  not 
curfe  the  people  of  God ;  and  many  cannot  do  as 
others  do.  Why,  is  it  becaufe  they  are  born  of  God  J 
No,  but  from  fofnc  other  refpefts  :  and  hence.  Mat. 
xiii.  21.  the  ftony-ground  fell  away,  beqaufe  they  had 
not  the  root  within.  This  is  called,  The  inner-man; 
the  good  treafure  of  the  heart,  oppofite  to  the  evil" 
treafiire  of  the  heart  of  a  wicked  man.  Now,  as  an 
evil  man  a£ls  not  only  from  Satan,  the  evil  Jpirit; 
but  the  inward  power  of  luft;  fo  the  faints,  Mat. xti.  35* 
^vAnd  here  I  intend  not  to  fhew  what  this  inward  prin- 
ciple is  particularly,  for  that  I  referve  to  the  two  laft 
points.  Yet,  lell  any  Ihould  ttumble,  let  m©-fpeak 
to  two  farts. 

I.  Know  fonie  of  jtu,  that  there  is  not  only  ex- 
ternal agings  of  the  Spirit,  from  whence  we  ad;  but 
a  new  nature  in  the  faints. 

.  2.  Let  others   know,  1.  That  as  before  the  Lord 
calls,  we  are  dead ;   fo  after  we  are  alive,  this  inward 
principle  is  not  perfcfl  here.     Hence  aflions  fomc- 
times  ceafe;  and  when  they  do  not,  yet  are  corrupted, . 
a  l(tfa  principia  a£l,  but  never  err  in  their  afl,  bcnc« 

have 
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have  need  of  pardon  from  and  acceptance  in  the  Lord 
Jefus.  2.  That  this  is  not  in  us  as  in  Adam,  who  did 
not  need  to  borrow  life  of  another,  but  it  ftands  in 
daily  need  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  hence  this  inward 
principle  a£ts,  but  it  is  by  faith,  the  operations  of 
which  are  the  waggons  to  victual  the  camp  continually, 
cfpecially.  in'time  of  need,  and  which  is  part  of'this 
ioward  principle ;  and  hence,  i  Ptrter  .i.  5.  *'  Ycra  are 
*'  kept  by  power  and  faith,"  i.  e.  your  fouls,  graces, 
lives  are  kept  by  the  Spirit,  but  through  faith  in  us, 
*'  to  falvation." 

Let  me,  therefore,  prove  thefe  three  things  to  you, 
for  opening  of  this  poiot. 

1.  That  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  is  In  the  fouls 
of  the  faithful. 

2.  That  there  is  a  principle  of  created  graces, 
or  the  life  of  the  Spirit  in  them.  .  . 

3.  That  from  this  principle  of  the  Spirit  dilpenfing 
himfelf  by  his  graces,  our  lamp  burns,  oar  afts*  of 
profeffion  fpring  and  ftiine  forth. 

jF/r/>,  That  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  is  in  the  fouls  of 
the  faithful,  i  John  ii.  27.  "  The  anointing  teacheth 
*'  you  all  things."  Rom.  viii.  11.  '*  The  Spirit  that 
*'  raifed  up  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead,  dwelleth  in  us." 
The  raiannet  of4iis  being  in  us,  I  intend  not*  to  meddle 
with,  unlefs  1  faw  more  caufe.  I  do  believe  the  man- 
lier of  his.  abiding  in  us,  and  his  nearnefs  to  all  the 
faints,  when  feen  of'us,  may  aftonilh  our  own  fpirits, 
and  fball  one  day  confound  all  the  world ;  only  know,, 
as  the  mSirtyr  faid,  **  He  is  come,  he  is  come."  The 
fpiritof  the  world  and  Satan  is  cad  out,  1  Cor.  ii.  12. 
and  in  room  of  them  enters  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Secondly^  That  the  Spirit  fo  is  in  the  faithful,  as 
that  there  is  a  principle  of  created  graces  in  them,  or 
an  inward  principle  of  life  and  grace.  Not  that  thefe 
alone  make  this  inward  principle,  but  the  Spirit  in  us 
Working  of  them,    working  by  them.     And  truly  it 

is 


364  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

is  a  fad  thing,  if  the  proving  of  fuch  a  principle  fliaU 
be  an  attributing  too  much  to  grace  in  us. 

1.  Therefore,  to  deny-this,  is  to  deny  Chrift  to  be 
our  fanfiiiication ;  for  befide  the  paflive  obedience  of 
Chrirt,  we  are  juflified  by  his  aftive  obedience  alfo,«.f. 
his  inward  conformity  to  the  law,  and,  his  cxtcraal 
olxjdience  to  the  law.  So  that  graces,  as  tliey  arc  iii' 
Chrift,  become  our  juftification  ;  and  hence  he  is  faid 
to  be  **  our  righteoufnefs.''  No  man  can  ftand  be- 
fw /re  God  but  by  perft<St  holinefs,  but  by  doing  what- 
ever ^the  law  requires,  and  continuing  fo  to  do ;  this 
is  not  in  us,  this  is  in  Chrid  :  this,  as  it  is  in  Chrilt, 
is  properly  our  righteoufnefs  ^r  juftification.  Now, 
what  is  our  fanfilification  ?  If  not  graces  in  Chrift, 
then  graces  received  from.Chrift  Jefus,  which  is  this 
inward  principle  I  now  fpcak  of ;  and  therefore  to  de- 
ny this,  is  no  lefs  than  to  deny  Chrift  is  our  fanSifi- 
cation  :  but  Paul  faith,  "  The  ^ord  fanflify  you  in 
**  foul,  and  body,  and  fpirit,"  i  Thcf.  v.  23.     And  if 

"  it  were  fo,  a  man  may  have  a  heart  unfanftificd  and 
Chrift  too. 

2.  if  there  flaould  not  be  thofe  graces,  then  aChrif- 
tian  was  not  bound  to  add  one  grace  to  another,  bat 
then  the  apoftle's  precept  fliould  be  broken,  2  Petef 
i.  7,  8.  and  fo  a  Chriftian  could  not  grow  in  grace, 
f)r  graces  are  perfefl:  in  Chrift;  and  the  Spirit  does 
Ti')t  ^rnw  in  grace,  and  tlie  iraniediate  operations  of 
the  Spirit  increafuig  in  us,  are  not  properly  graces, 
jit)  more  than  the  a£t  of  feeing  is  the  eye,  no  more 
than  pving  goods  to  be  burned  is  love, 

3.  Tlien  we  are  not  to  pray  for  graces,  if  there  be 
no  fuch  thing  to  be  found  in  the  hearts  of  faints ;  bol 
Pfalm  li.  10..  David  prays,  **  create  in  me  a  cleaa 
heart ;"  now,  if  it  be  a  thing  created  in  me,  it  is  not 
the  fpirit  only  in  me,  for  that  cannot  be  created.  1 
doubt  not  but  David  had  a  clean  heart,  but  he  fell  ia 
part ;    and  therefore  look  .as  there  needs  a  creating 
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power  to  make,  fo  there  is  a  creating  power  to  rcftore 
us  ag^in  to  what  is  loih 

4.  Then  the  faints  have  noni  of  their  fins  morti- 
fied ;  for  it,  is  as  with  the  eye,  being  made  to  fee,  if 
fight  goes  out,  darkuels  comes  in,  and  if  that  be  fub- 
dued,  fight  is  renewed :  So  the  loul  being  made 
only  for  God,  and  to  bear  his  image  ;  blot  out  that 
darknefs  and  fin  comes  in;  cad  out  fin,  the  Lord 
and  his  image  and  graces  come  in.  If  therefore  there 
be  no  graces  in  the  faints,  then  no  fin  mortified:  truly 
if  fo,  then  the  end  of  ChrilVs  coming  and  dying, 
is  quite  aboliflied,  i  John  iii.  8.  and  Rom.  vi.  2,  3.. 

5.  Then  the  Lord  lliould  be  falfe  in  his  covenant, 
and  break  oath,  and  be  forfworn  ;  for,  Jer.  xxxi.  32^ 
"  I  will  write  my  law  in  their  hearts.'*  Luke  i.  73, 
74.  So  that  if  you  will  not  believe  man,  yet  believe  . 
God :  and  if  you  will  not  believe  his  word,  yet  his  oath. 
0  but  many,  good  Chriftians  find  no  fuch  thing.  But 
13  it  fo,  as  they  find  it  indeed  ?  Either  then  they  arc 
no  Chriftians,  or  elf«  the  Lord  is  forfworn. 

Thirdly^  That  by  the  inward  principle  of  Spirit 
and  graces,  our  lamp  burns  and  fhines,  our  aftions 
iffue.  The  Spirit  enables  a  man  to  know,  and  hence 
the  aft  flows,  he  doth  know  the  Lord.  The  Spirit 
enables  inwardly  for  to  love  the  Lord,  and  hence  it 
doth  love  him.  That  as  Chrift  faith,  "  A  good  tree 
"  brings  forth  good  f?uit,"  from  an  inward  fap  re- 
ceived  from  the  root,  and  by  ubiding  on  the  root; 
fo  here. 

I-  Thofe  that  are  renewed  to  Adam's  image  in 
their  meafure,  have  according  to  that  meafurc,  pow- 
er to  zGt ;  or  in  thofe  graces  there  is  power  to  aft, 
for  he  had  power  fo  to  do.  Every  creatur6  in  the 
world  had  a  law  of  nature  to  carry  them  to  their  end, 
and  fo  were  carried  to  it.  But  Adam  had  a  law  of 
divinity,  whereby  he  bcyig  a  cniife  by  counfcl,  was 
enabled  by  God  to  carry  himfelf  towards  his  end. 
Now^e  are  renewed  to  that  image  in  part,  £ph.  iv.  24. 
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I  know  there  is  difference  between  Acfam's  power 
to  a£l,  which  had  no  faith,  and  ours  that  has.  And 
do  not  think  that  this  doth  advance  nature,  and 
the  power  of  man,  no  more  than  the  execution  cf 
the  promife  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  dcth  deftroy 
grace,  and  advance  nature.  For  the  writing  again 
the  law  in  our  hearts,  is  that  which  thrs  covenant 
prumifeth  ;  nay,  this  doth  honour  the  riches  of  grace: 
that  a  man  being,  under  the  power  of  fin,  and  can- 
not get  deliverance,  the  Lord  Ihould  now  give  ao 
humble  conquering  fpirit ;  never  a  precious  heart 
but  will  be  thankful  for  it. 

2.  Becaufe  the  graces  in  us,  are  received  from  the 
Lord  Jefus  his  fulnefs,  John  i.  i6.  Now,  the  graces 
in  Ghrift  are  not  dead,  but  living;  are  not  weak,  but 
powerful ;  the  Spirit  of  grace  is  now  triumphing  ia 
him,  it- is  fu  in  us  only  :  it  is  in  him  in  the  higbeft 
degree,  in  us  in  a  lower.  And  therein  confifts  our 
likenefs  to  Ghrift,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  And. to  deny  this, 
is  to  deface  the  image  of  the  Lord  Jefus.  Without 
Ghrift,  a  Ghriftian  can  do  nothing :  but  how  doth 
Ghrift  do  all  by  the  Spirit  without  graces  ?  (I  fpeak 
not  of  converfion,  where  it  is  without  graces  as  cauf- 
cs).  No,  truly,  as  he  a£ts,  fo  we  aft  in  part.  Uulcfs 
any  will  fay,  we  have  not  received  grace  for  grace; 
or  are  in  no  meafare  like  the  image  of  Ghrift. 
.'  3.  If  the  firft  Adam  has  conveyed  to  all  his  mem- 
bers a  power  of  urruption,  then  the  fecond  Adam 
alfo  a  power  of  godlinefs,  contrary  to  that,  2  Tim. 
ii.  5.  yet  in  meafure  ftill,  fo  as  the  apjftle  faith, 
"  We  can  do  nothing  againft  the  truth,  but  for  the 
"  truth,"  2  Gor.  xiii.  8. 

^cft.  But  what  meafure  of  power  is  it  ? 
Anf.  I  know  no  man  that  can  from  any  ground 
limit  the  meafure  of  it.  For  it  may  be  in  fonie  men 
in  greater  power,  in  fome  men  in  Icfs,  in  the  fame 
man  at  one  time  in  a  gre?iter  meafure,  ^i  another 
time  Icfs,     If  one  alk  of  trees,  what  meafure  of  fruit 
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they  can  Wng  forth  ;  we  canaot  tell,  bccaufc  foixie- 
time  more,  fometime  lefs :  and  the  fame  trde  more 
€be  year  than  another,  and  more  ac  one  time  of  the 
year  than  another ;  for  they  have  their  winter-fca- 
fon.  Only  this,  whereas  before  converfiotl  he  is  Hark 
dead  to  a£t,  now  he  is  alive  and  is  not  dead.  And  if 
a  man  fhould  after  converfion  h%  but  in  the  next  dif- 
pofition  to  receive  grace,  then  how  could  one  Chrjf- 
tian  be  more  grown  and  (Ironger  in  grace  in  his  in- 
ner man  than  another  ?  I  know  not  any  to  queHioci 
this,  only  I  fpeak  it,  to  cut  off  their  carnal  hopes,  that 
think  Chrill  is  theirs,  when  they  have  nothing,  can 
do  nothing,  and  flightly  fay  he  muft  do  all ;  I  can- 
not. I  tell  you  the  faints  can,  they  cannot  but  love 
the  Lord,  and  choofe  the  Lord,  8icc« 

06j.  I.  But  mud  not  a  Ghridian  deny  himfelf,  and 
alway  go  to  Chrift  for  power  to  do,,  and  fo  be  hum- 
ble, and  empty  ? 

Anf.  I.  Yoii  rauft,  becaufe  this  is  the  means  to 
live  to  Chrift ;  but  this  does  not  argue  you  have  no 
power  at  all.  A  man  muft  pray  for  his  *'  daily 
**  bread,*'  much  more  for  *'  daily  grace  ;'*  but  does 
this  argue  a. man  has  no  bread  in  his  houfe  ?'*  No,  this 
is  the  means  to  have  it  continued  and  bleft,  Eafily 
can  ihe  Lord  take  away  bread,  or  the  llafF  of  bread. 
Graces  extinguifli  not  faith,  but  help  it. 

2.  A  Chriftian  can  do  no  duty  pcrfeftly,  hence 
rauft  repair  to  Chrift  to  help  him  to  do  every  duty 
better;  hence,  though  he  muft  ufe  that  power  he  ha's» 
and  do  wh^t  he  can,  yet  he  muft  not  content  himfelf 
with  what  he  has,  but  feek  for  more,  and  what  a  fwett 
life  is  this  ?  What  honour  would  here  come  in  ?  God 
lets  in  a  new  light  into  my  mind,  now  I  may  and 
muft  fee  his  truth,  I  faw  ityefterday,  but  I  may  and 
njuft  go  to  Chrift  to  do  it  better  ;  I  muft  not  quench 
the  fpirit  of  prayer,  but  carry  the  key  with  me,  and 
next  day  pray  better.  And  thus  the  foul  is  thankful 
&r  what  it  has,  and  emptying  itfelf  nctwithftanding 

that, 
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that,  and  daily  then  receiving  from  Chrtft,  Aad  I 
believe  manjr  Chriftians  fail  here :  As  In  the  body, 
meat  feeds  and  llrengthens  life,  fo  I  cannot  live  wtth^ 
out  Chrift. 

Obj.  2*  But  does  not  this  make  a  man  truft  to 
graces  ? 

Anf,  To  aft  from  them  is  not  to  tfuft  to  them,  no 
more  than  for  a  diligent  hand  to  trail  to  his  diltgence, 
when  he  ads  diligently  that  fo  he  may  be  rich* 

OV].  3.  But  does  not  this  dilhonour  grace,  to  do  all 
by  the  power  of  it  ? 

Anf.  Then  the  faints  in  heaven  that  are  made  per. 
feftly  like  Chrift,  and  that  love;  the  Lord  perfeftly, 
ihould  not  hbnour  grace  by  this  means,  whenas  this 
is  it^that  makes  them  honour  it  moft  of  all.  As  David, 
**  Lord,  what  am  I,  and  my  people,  that  wc  Ihould . 
**  offer  willingly  ?'^  So  here. 

S  E  C  T.    n. 

XJJd  \.  iSeE  hence  what  caufe  of  thankfulncft 
to  all  the  people  of  God,  that  the  Lord  ihould  make 
their  fouls  the  veiTels  (which  he  might  eafily  and  juftly 
have  dafhed  in  pieces)  to  receive  and  prefcrve  this 
eternal  anointing;  I  do  believe  there  is  no  man  thai 
knows  the  bitternefs  of  fin,  the  plague  of  his*  own 
heart,  but  when' he  fees  Chrift  is  his,  yet  it  makes 
him  moiirn  that  there  Ihould  be  fo  little  fuitableocfe 
between  the  Lord  and  him,  fo  little  likencfs  between 
his  life  and  Ghrift's  ;  what  though  the  Lord  love 
loe,  and  yet  my  heart  weary  of  him  ?  What, 
though  the  Lord  blefs  me,  and  my  heart  abufe 
him  ?  And  hence  this  makes  it  thankful,  Rom.  vii. 
24,  1^.  This  is  fo  far  from  diftionouring  grace,  as 
that  the  apoftle  makes  this  the  matter  of  admiration 
of  God's  grace,  Eph.  ii.  3,  4.  "  God,  who  is  rich  in 
••  mercy,  wiien  dead  in  fias  has  quickened  us;V*    N<Jt 

only 
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only  quickened  our  head  (for  hence  is  caufe  of  eter- 
i»al  praife),  but  us;  and  hence  he  has  us  fee  up  **  iij 
I  "heavenly  places  in  him:"  This  is  the  flate  of  all 
men,  they  cannot  do  one  fpirituiil  aft;  now  that  the 
Lord  fliould  help  when  all  creatures  left  us,  is  won- 
derful; but  that  it  fliould  be  with  fuch  a  life,  even 
the  life  of  Chrift  J^fus  hinifelf ;  for  the  fame  Spirit 
that  raifed  him  from  the  dead  dwells  in  us,  1  Pet,  v* 
X,  This  is  mercy  Indeed,  that  he  ftiould  not  only 
die  for  us,  and  live  in  heaven  for  us,  but  that  he 
41joutd  love  fo  dearly,  as  to  come  and  live  in  us ;  that 
[When  our  fins  had  llain  him,  he  Ihould  not  only  come 
tnd' dwell  io  our  houfes,  not  only  lay  his  head  in  our 
bofom,  but  live  in  our  hearts^  where  he  finds  fuch 
poor  welcome,,  and  ill  entertainment  at  our  hands. 
i  tell  you  this  is  wonderful,  to  make  his  habitation  ia 
<is,  that  before  we  g(5  to  live  with  him,  he  fhould  live 
in  us:  let  them  that  never  knew  what  this  meant  re* 
fufe  to  be  xhankful,  but  if  you  find  it  fo,  forget  not  ■ 
Jhis  love,  John  xiv.  17.  **  I  will  fend  the  Spirit  whom 
•*  the  world  cannot  receive,  becaufe  it  knows  him  not.'^ 
The  Lord  fends  the  Spirit  in  common  graces,  and  the 
ivorld  does  receive  that  alfo  in  prophetical  and  mira- 
culous gifts,  and  it  does  receive -that;  but  this  Spirit 
<?hich  God  pours  on  the  thirfty,  this  Spirit  with  which 
Cod  fijls  the  empty,  they  cannot  receive  this.  O  that 
yoQ  fliould  have  it,  whenas  they  know  it  not. 
"  I.  Henge  therefore  take  heed  of  not  owning  the  Spi- 
rit in  this  his  prefence.  Dp  you  thus  requite  the 
Lc?rd,  O  unthankful  world!  not  fo  much  as  to  owa 
the  prefence  of  fuch  a  friend,  neither  in  yourfelves» 
boryet  in  others.  How  like  the  world  is  it  to  think 
ttiat  there  is  no  fuch  thing. 

,  2.  Take  heed  therefore  of  not  efteeming  highly  of 
it.     If  ever  God  broke  thy  heart,  thou  wilt  efteem 
this  life,  this  principle  as  the  grcateft  piece ^f  love;     , 
Rfld  fay,  Lord,  I  fliall  account  this  as  the  greatefi  part 
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of  lov3  in  the  world,  Pfal.  cxix*  68.  **  Thou  art, 
*'  good,  O  teach  me  thy  flatutes:"  Now  to  undenralocl 
this,  and  to  account  it  common,  and  hence  as  no  fign  rf« 
love,  it  IS  a  pare  of  unthankfulnefs. 

3.  Take  heed  of  imprifonmg  the  Spirit  of  grace, 
common  truth,  Rom.  i.  i8.  It  was  fearful  to  impri- 
fon  and  filence  that,  much- more  this.  It  was  the 
coinplaint  of  the  church  In  thofc  days,  *•  None  ftirs 
"  up  himfelf,''  Ifaiah  Ixiv.  7.  What  ttrength  the  Lord 
givesL,  let  me  ufe;  what  I  want,  the  Lord  has  enough 
to  help  me  withal;  put  it  to  exercife^  or  clf(? affliftioB: 
will.  '  ,1 

4.  Take  heed  of  weakning  and  enfeebling  this  prin- 
ciple, the  church  of  Sardis  things  were  ready  to  dicia 
it,  you  fliould  ftrcngthen  this  ipner  man,  not  weaken; 
it,  either  by  not  feeding  it  with  Ghrift,  or  wounding 
it  with  known  fins  againll  Chrift.  Therefore  let  all 
the  churches  know  this,  and  take  heed  that  you  d«> 

•not  refufe  to  own  this;  where  elfe  will  you  make  the 
difference  between  men,  that  either  churches  maydif- 
cefrt  them,  or  you  may  difcern  them,  and  fo  have  peace 
yourfelves. 

Hence  fee  the  reafon  of  that  inward  hypocrify  that 
is  in  men's  hearts,  fo  that  the  'bell  profeffion  of 
many  a  man  is  but  a  fcheme,  an  image,  a  very  craftr 
a  'very  artificial  form; 'all  the  duties  are  fair  without^ 
but  faplefs,  lifelefs  within:  here  is  the  reafon,  they 
hdve  no  inwi^rd  principle  •f  life,  or  if  they  do  go  to 
ChrlH,  they  have  no  fach  principle  within  them,  to 
carry  tliem  to  him,  fo  as  to  receive ,  life  irom  him: 
and  heriabs  confefs  fin  without  forrow  or  fliame,  peti- 
tion without  thirlling,  live  without  love,  do  without 
life,  becaufe  there  is  no  fpring,  but  a  dry  heart  with- 
in ;  and  hence  they  rauft  do  duty,  but  they  maft 
make  dead  work  of  it,  and  hence  all  Is  but  an  ap- 
pearance, and  at  beft  but  a  would-be.  This  is  in  s 
great  meafurein  faints  when  the  Spirit  witliinis  qacnch- 
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*<i,  but  It  is  Id  full  age  ^nd,  ftrength  in  hypocritical 
""-iicarts,  Jer.  iv*  14.  when  the  profeffion  of  Judah  was 
great,  and  the  prophets  had  fcarce  any  thing  to  fay 
againft  them  for  oatfide,  *'  O  Jerufalera  waili  thy  heart 
*'  from  wickcdncfs,"  there  thy  wo  lies,  it  enters  to  the 
very  heart;  fo  Chrift,  **  How  can  he  that  is  evil,  bring 
**  forth  good  fruit."  And  tliis  is  that  which  may  make 
men  moiirn,  If  I  for  fake  all  profeiSion,  I  fharae  my* 
felf  before  men;  if  noti  I  mull  blafpheme  the  Lord's 
name,  and  play  the  hypocrite  before  the  Lord,  Matth* 

/"•  33.  34>  35^- 

SECT.    IIL 

Ufe  ^.  X  O  take  heed  of  denying  the  grace  of 
God,  or  this  inward  principle,  in  whole,  or  in  part; 
for  this  inward  principle  being  the  life  of  Ghrift  ia 
^8>  to  deny  thia,  is  to  deny  Ghrift,  and  to  tSike  away  his 
"life:  and  fuch  the  Lord  will  deny  before. his  angels  a* 
nother  day:  when  they  ftiall  fay,  "  Have  we  not  eat 
» '*  and  drank  in  thy  prefence  ?  he  Iball  anfwer,  I  never 
**  knew  you  :'*  I  ftiaH  therefore  direft  my  fpeech  to 
foor  forts: 

-F/V/V,  To  thoft  that  deny. created  graces  in  the  faints 
peculiar  to  them  only,  it  is  faid  there  are  none  fuch. 
in  the  country;  if  there  are  not,  it  may  be  there 
have  been,  and  it  may  be  will  be,  and  therefore  I 
will  fpeak:  for  I  believe  it  is  a  delufion  digged  and 
hatched  out  of  the  (leara  of  the  loweft  fink  of  hell: 
i^nd  therefore  that  all  may  take  heed  of  the  evil  of  it, 
1  will  firll  ihew  the  evil  of  it,  then  the  caufes  that  do 
beget  It. 

I.  The  evils  of  this  delufion  are  thefe, 

1.  k  fettles  and  faftens  a  man  under  the  power  of" 
l^l'hisfin,  and  yet  witli  a  quiet  confcience,  and  yet 
;to  keep  his^  Ghrift  too.     It  tranfcends  my  capacity* 
from  whatever  I  have  read,  or  have  heard,  or  have 
Ifclt,  or  caA  imagitie,  how  the  power  of  fin  can  be  taken 

A  a  a     '  •     away 
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hway,  but  where  the  Spirit  infufeth  the  contrary  grace;  , 
an  empty  houfe  fvveeped  and  garnifhcd  with  coinmofl  ' 
gifts,  is  but  a  fitting  houfe  for  Satan  to  return  into: 
fay  therefot-e,  a  man  may  have  no  fuch  graces,  and  ! 
yet  have  Ghrift,  and  them  in  Chrift,  you  ftake  this 
man  down  under  his  fm,  and  make  this  member  of 
Satan,  a  member  of  Chrift  Jefus.  And  upon  this  ground 
all  churches  in  the  land  may  be  forced  in  confcience  to  ' 
take  in  all  prophane  members,  if  they  plead  Chritt,  and 
their  allnefs  in  him. 

2.  This  blurs   all  the  glory  of  a  Chrifti^in,  or  at 
lead  th«  greateft  part  of  it:  {qr  what  is  the  glory  of  a 
faint  ?     It  is  to  be  like  Jefus  Chrill  the  Lord  of  glorjr,  ; 
to  bear  his  image  before  God  and  men.     Agi  to  fee  a 

vraan  with  a  fwine's  face  would  be  the  Ihame  of  a  man; 
to  fee  a  ChrilHan  with  Satan*s  image,  is  the  fhame  of 
a  Chriftian;  but  to  be  like  our  bead,  this  is  our  glory, 
though  it  be   in   fiiffcrings,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  heavenly, 
humble,  jcompaffionate,  holy,  as  be  w^as;  and  hence,  ; 
when  God  has  a  mind  to  make  churches  or  Chriftians  • 
bafe  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,   he  will  withdraw  here;  , 
^ni  when  he   intends  to  draw  the  world  after  him,  he  | 
will  glorify  it  with  his  glory,  Ifa.  \^.  6,  7. 

3.  It  cuts  ofFa  Chriftian  from  all  hope  of  glory ;  how  , 
many  be  there  that  fcramble  and  catch  at  Chrift,  an<i^ 
every  one  faith,  He  is  mine;  the  proud  man  faith.  He 
is  raiije,  and  hopes  now  verily  to  be  faved,  but  that : 
hope  is  in  vain;  they  have  Chrift  out  of  them,  but 
where  is  Chrift  in  them  ?     The  life  of  Chrift,  and  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift?     Col.  i.  27.     *'  Chrift  in  you,  the  ' 
**  hope  of  glory.'* 

4.  Give  me  but  one  place  in  all  the  bo9k  of  God, 
where  bleffednefs  is  beftowed  upon,  or  conveyed  unto 
tLTiy-y  or  promifed,  but  to  fuch  as  have  thefe  graces^ 
**  Bleffed  i?  he  that  fcareth  the  Lord,  and  greatly  de- 
•*  lighteth,"  &c,  Pfal.  cxii.  i,  2.  If  there  be  no  fuch 
things  let  any  man  expert  it  if  he  can. 

.  IL 
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II.  The  caufes. 

, '  1.  A  magnifying-Chrift,  and  niaking  him  our  fane- 
tification,  whenas  you  hfcard  the  laft  day,  this  is  to 
deny  him  to  be  our  fandification :  He  becomes  our 
righteoufnefs  by  imputation  of  his  hoUnefs,  and  our 
fanftification  by  infufing  of  it.  Nay,  hence^a  man 
deprives  himfelf  of  all  good  in  the  Lord  JeVus,  when 
a  man  denies  all  grace  in  himfelf,  and  then  flies  for 
fanduary  unto  Jefus  Chrift,  I  John  i.  6,  7,  M  If  we 
**fay  we  have  fcllowfhip  with  him,  and  walk  in  dark- 

.  "  nefs,  we  lie,*'  &c.  And  hence  it'feemsthey  denied 
Wee  to  have  firt,  ver.  8.  boaliing  of  fcUowftiip  with 
Chrift,  ver.  6. 

2.  Becaufc  there  are  (fay  men)  only  immediate 
aftings  of  the  Spirit.  If  this  be  fo,  then  there  is  feeing 
w  a  Chrillian  without  an  eye,  and  hearing  without  an 
ear,  and  knowing  Ghrift  without  an  underllanding,  and 
foving  without  love,  and  living  without  life,  and  feed- 
"^and  eating  without  a  mouth;  ^and  then  when  thefe 
afiings  are  over,  a  Chriftian  is  like  another  man,  there 
13 110  law  remains  written  on  his  heart,  and  fo  Chrift 
ftouU  enter  into  his  faints,  like  Satan  in  the  ferpent, 
who  only  a£ts  the  ferpent,  and  when  that  is  done,  he 
I'emains  a  ferpent  again.  Know  ii,  the  Lord  JeTus  his 
P^ateft  work  is  not  only  to  change  the  afts,  bflL  to 
change  the  heart,  not  only  to  put  new  adVions,  but  A 

'  lew  nature  into  men. 

3.  Becaufe  men  know  not  the  Spirit,  never  felt  the 
prefence,  nor  power,  nor  comfort  of  it  themfelves; 
and  hence  men  do  as  fome  countries,  becaufe  them- 
felves are.black,  they  paint  the  devil  white,  John  xiv- 
^7'  "The  world  cannot  receive,  becaufe  it  knows 
*'him  not.*'  Give  me  any  Chrillian  living  that  ever 
found  the  fweetnefs  of  it,  but  his  longings  were  to 
have  more  of  that  grace,  to  **  forget  things  behind, 
"  and  reach  to  things  before,  even  to  the  refurrefition 
"of  the  dead,*' -whom  I  believe  none  will  fay  want 
all  habits  of  .grace:  I  look  upon  the  opinion  as  com- 
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ing'With  a  cur|c  from  God:  A  man  hath  been  a  dry 
pKofcflbr  long ;  confciencc  faith,  there  is  no  grace  is . 
the  heart,  and  hence  is  troubled;  true,  faith  he,  there 
is  none  in  faints,  it  is  ia  Chfifl,  and  there  he  catcheth 
and  deceives  hinifelf. 

Secondly i  Thofe  that  do 'acknowledge  them,  buta- 
ny  power  or  aftivity  in  them  they  deny;  they  fay  there 
is  oil  indeed  in  the  vcffel,  but  it   helps  not,   it  is  no  i 
means  to  make  the  lamp  to  burn  or  Ihine;  there  is  the 
life  of  Ghrift,  but  it  is  ajJead  life,  they  c^ll  them  the 
graces  of  Chrill,  but  they  are  but  fruitlefs  graces.   I , 
cpnfefs  it,  if  you  confider  them  without  the  Spirit  of 
Chrill,  they  are  no  true  graces,  much  lefs.  aftive  or 
living  ones;  but  confider  them  thus,  they  have  a  pow- ; 
*  cr,  as  take  the  leaft  grain  of  corn,  there  is  a  growiflg  I 
power  in  it,  and  frudifying  too  in   it,  by  dying  firfi, ; 
though  it  a£tually  doth  not  fru6lify   prefently*  andj 
though  there  mud  be  rain,  and  fun   mufl  Ihine  alfo, ; 
and  a  providence  accompanying  of  it,  fo  it  is  in  the  | 
graces  of  faints :  And  hence  it  is  called  a  "  law  of  the 
*'  mind,"  there  is  a  power  of  a  law,  as  of  fin;  iud] 
benc^  as  Ghrift  grew  in  vvifdom  and  ftature,  fo  iJi  ihcj 
members  of  Chrill  are  like  unto  him.  i 

1.  The  evil  of  this. 

1.  This  abates  of  the  excellency  of  grace,  as  froraj 
a  jewel  to  take  away  the  operative  virtue  of  it.    For 

,  it  is  not  like  Ghrill's  now,  which  is  ftrong  ilirough  i 
God,  not  weak;  which  is  living,  not  dead.     This  is' 

-.not  like  the  glorious  graces  of  faints  triumphing.  ThiS| 
makes  the  graces  of  faints  of  lefs  excellency  than  com* , 
raon  graces :  common  grace  will  make  a  man  ride  o- 1 
ver  many  a  fin,  and  run  exceeding  faft,  though  he 
fall  at  laft.  A  man  that  hath  been  angry,  it  \viU  make 
him  very  quiet  and  ftill,  and  is  there  no  more  power , 
in  this  ?        .  \ 

2.  This  will  make  a  man  content  hirafelf  widi  a  j 
bare  form,  with  a  falfe  confidence,  if  this  be  true.  For  | 
take  a  man  that  liath  been  long  feeking  to  get  ftrengthj 
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Bgainft  a  vik  heart,  and  he  finds  none;  there  is  no 
power  of  hcavenlincfs,  he  is  earthy;-  no  meeknefs^  he 
is  proud;  I  would  fay  to  him,  do  you  ever  think  to 
get  any  power  of  meekncfs,  love,  faith,  &c.  Yoa 
lliall  never  do  it,  never  have  it  here;  all  your  ftrenglh 
is iraiftediately  from  ChrrH,  look  for  it  there;  in  con- 
fcience  a  man  muft  ceafe  there.  And  it  is  certain  all 
our  ftrenglh  is  in,  and  from  the  Lord;  but  it  is  dif- 
pcnfed  mediately,  Eph.  iii.  i6,  Paul  prays.  "  he  may 
**  be  ftrengthcned  wiih  might  in  the  inner  man."  Or 
thus,  a  man  may  not  pray  for  ftrcngth  of  grace,  which 
^aul  refufed  not, 

3.  Then  the  faints,  if  they  be  aflced  whether  they 
believe  or  can  love  the  Lord  Jefus;  their  atifwer  mult 
bcj  no  I  have  no  power  to  love,  nor  believe ;.  and  then 
Petef  did  ill  to  anfwer  fo,  ''  Lord,  thou  knoweft  that 
'*  I  love  thee."  Then  Paul  to  fay,  "  We  can  do  no- 
"  thing  but  for  the  truth."  Then  that  martyr  that  to 
them  tliat  faid,  "  The  Lord  ftreiigthen  you :"  yes,  faith 
he,  the  Lord  doth.  I  know  if  the  Lord  .withdraw  his 
Spirit,  we  are  gone,  as  Adam ;  but  is  there  not  the 
immutable  affiftance  of  it  ?  Is  there  not  the  promife, 
**  I  will  never  leave  thee/'  though  fometinies  weaker, 
fometimes  ftronger? 

4.  This  will  make  a  Chriftian  hide  and  not  improve 
his  talents;  he  has  grace,  but  no  power  to^  put  it  forth. 
Then  fuppofe  God  gives  power  to  fee  truth  one  day,  \ 
muft. not  fee  it  with'this  eye  the  next,  but  look  up  to 
Chrift,  and  fay,  I  cannot  fee  at  all. 

IL  Caufes'of  this. 

1.  In  oppofing  the  outward  principle  of  life,  or 
firft  principle,  and  this  fecond,  I  muft  live  on  Chrift;  * 
hence  I  iiiull  not,  I  have  no  power  to  a£t  myfelf  in . 
any  meaTure,  becaufe  all  my  ftrerigth  is  in  him. 
Wfeen,  if  this  were  true,- .  a  rnan  might  argue,  be- 
caufe  all  grace  is  originally  in  Chrift,  hence  no 
grace  in  me,  becaufe  all  glory  is  in  Chrift  origi-- 
Aa4  nally; 
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nalljr;  hence  no  glory  rtiall  be  conveyed  to  me.  No, 
this  fcripture  reconciles  thefe:  "  Becaufe  I  live  ihcre- 
*'  fore  you  Ihal^  live  allb,"  John  xiv.  19.  Becaufe 
Chrift  is  ftrong,  hence  he  will  make  us  tlrong  in  the 
inner  man,  aud  not  in  the  Spirit  Only:  becaufe  Cbrift 
is  glorious,  hence  wc  are  predeflinactd  "  to  be  made 
*'  like  unto  him."  Becaufe  all  fap  lies  in  the  ro^t,  to* 
fay  therefore  there  is  no  fap  or  power  ia  the  branch  to 
frudify;  this  is  falfe. 

2.  The  hypocritical  aSlivity  of  fatfe  profeffors,  who 
having  no  fpriog  to  feed  their  wells,  no  Chrill,  nof 
bucket  to  draw  from  him  ;  hence  are  their  own  men, 
and  fet  up  for  therafelves,  till  they  turn  bankrupts. 
And  now  becaufe  a  Pharifee  is  fo  aftive  as  to  go  through 
fea  and  land  to  make  a  profclyte;  therefore  Paul  has 
no.  aftivity  of  grace  of  Chrift  in  him  to  gp  from  lafld 
to  fea  to  mjike  Chri&ians. 

3.  Sloth;  a  man  fets  upon  a  duty,  and  now  be- 
caufe he  cannot  do  it  eafily,  nor  quickly,  he  cannot 
do  it  at  all:  A  mati  would  have  grace  a£tive  with- 
out means;  and  God  will  not  help  in  that  way:  and 
hence  many  ChrilHans  cannot  cleave  to  Chrift  by 
love,  or  defire ;  no,  fo  long  as  they  pore  upon  their 
wants,  no  encouragement,  but  turn  thp  mind,  aoi 
confider  well  of  the  love  and  glory  of  Chrift,  then 
with  Paul,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  **  Chrill's  love  conllrain- 
**  eth.''        *  '  . 

>  .4.  Judging  that  to  be  the  power  of  grace  at  all 
times,  which  is  at  fometimes ;  a  man  has  given  fpe- 
cial  occafion  for  the  Lord  to  leave  him,  as  the  camp 
in  Jofhua's  time,  Jolh.  vii.  and  he  thinks  there  is  bo 
more  power  at  any  time  iti  any  man. .  For  then  « 
man  fees  all  the  world  cannot  help,  when  if  Acban 
were  removed,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  would  return 
ag3un.  ^  . 

5.  That  hereby  a  man  may  have  his  fms  without 
trouble;  for  a  man  has  been  troubled,  and  cannot 
get  power,  nov  he  hears  there  is  no  fuch  power  to 

be , 
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be  expedlcd,  lie  Iwiks  to  Chrift,  and  if  power  come^ 
well;  if  not,  failh  he,  ic  is  not. my  fault. 

Thirdly^  Thcfe  that  deny  the  evidence  of  it,  the 
evil  of  which  a'pprehewfion,  I  conceive  to  be  no  lefs 
than  taking  away  that  which  is  the  chief,  if  not  only 
difference  between  hypocrites  and  faints  in  virgin- 
cburChes,  for  fo  it  is  made  here.  A  ihan  faith,  I  have 
Chrift,  and  fo  have  not  they  :  1  a(k,  where  is  the 
Spirit  ?  You  have  the  dqcd,  where  is  the  fcal  ?  You 
have  the  Teflator,  where  is  the  executor,  the  Spirit  in 
you  ?  Yes,  I  have  it,  it  has  witneffcd  Chrift  is  ntine. 

Anf.  It  has   witnefTod,  but  \^hat  has   it  wrought  J 
Whei'e  is  the  power  of  his  death,  killing  thy  lufts ; 
Where  is  the  life  of  the  Spirit  of  Jcfus  in  you  ?  Where 
is  the  oil  in  your  vcffcl  ?     Truly  1  look  for  the  bride-  , 
groom,  but.  I  regard  not  that,  neither  are  others  to 
regard  it  in  way  of  evidence.     Then  I  fay,  the  chief 
evidence  is  deftroyed  in  the  churches.     I  have  known ' 
maay^  that  have  had  affurances,  yet  ir.ver  faw  them 
proye  right,  till  it  witneffed  this  was  here.     What 
fliould   ba  the  caufes  of  this;   a/id  that  men  fliould  • 
iDa"ke  blufters  in  the  churches,  becaufe  of  this,  as 
though  it  was  building  on  works  ?    In  feveral  men 
they  jire  feveral. 

!•  An  aptnefs  in  mens  hearts  to  out-run  the  truth, 
and  to  fall  from  one  extreme  to  another.  Many 
men  there  be  that  fall  (hort  of  Chrift,  and  the  grace 
of  Gf*tl  in  and  from  him ;  and  from  their  loofe,  pro- 
fane life,  fall  to  duties,  and  imitate  God's  people,  and 
then  when  they  have  got  credit  with  good  people, 
they  judge  well  of  them  :  and  having  made  their 
peace  hereby,  with  confcience,  and  not  with  God  the 
judge;  njever  look  after  the  faving  knowledge  of, 
?nd  fellowfliip  with,  and  life  from  the  Lord  Jefus> 
Now,  becaufe  men  reft  on  this,  thefe  duties  are  no 
evidence ;  hence  none  are  at  all.  The  Corinthiantf' 
firft  moamed  not  for  the  inceftuous  petfon ;  and . 
whea  caft  cut,   wanted   pity   toward  him.     Calvin 

preach* 
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preached  againft  holidays,  hence  ^increnched  upon 
the  Lord's  day.  Some  of  the  fcparation  fee  many 
churches  where  they  have  come  corrupt,  hence  make 
them  all  no  churches.  A  men  is  apt  to  tliink,  be- 
caufe  I  have  refted  on  myielf,  and  found  thofc  figns 
which  now  are  not  found,  hence  all  others  do  fo  too. 
-  And  I  believe  divers  books  have  occafioned  it,  which 
give  figns  (hat  will  not  hold  without  a  fuller  explica- 
tion of  them. 

2.  The  apoftacy  of  eminent  profcffors,  who  have 
been  deceived  in  their  evidencing  thus :  And  truly  it 
nvould  make  one  think  the  honcfty  of  the  world  is  but 
a  fafhion,  and  no  evidence  of  any  good  eftate  ;  hence 
men  fay  you  have  joy,  fo  had. the  ftony  ground;  you 
are  blamelefs  and  iiridt^  fo  was  Paul  a  Pharifee;  aod 
Satan  hereby  (hakes  many  a  foul : .  hence  the  apoftk 
comes  in,  Heb.  vi.  9.  and  fpeak«  of  better  things,  aod 
things  that  accompany  falvation,  and  thefe  fhoold  yoa 
follow.  Hymeneus  and  Philetus  fell  both,  2  Tim.  ii' 
1 8,, 1 9,  20,  21.  Yet  purge  yonrfelvcs,  and  you  fcall 
be  vefTels  of  honour  for  the  Mailer's  ufc. 
,  3.  Corrupt  experience  ;  it  may  be  a  msm  walks  fo 
loofely  Without  fear,  or  life,  or  love,  that  the  Lord  leaves 
him,  and  he  can  fee  no  clear  thorough- work,  fomctinics 
has  pangs,  and  then  hopes,  fometime  dead,  tbea 
doubts  ;  hence  being  vext  here,  and  finding  no  peace; 
if  he  find  it  any  other  way  than  this,  there  he  rcfts. 
As  it  isobferved  with  men,  cloaths  hide  their  fhame: 
but  when  dead,  their  face  is  alfo  covered,  all  tlitif 
glory  being  then  gone  :  fo  fome  glory  of  God  appcart 
here,  but  when  Chriftians  are  dead,  they  cover  this, 
I  will  look  no  more  to  it,  all  -the  glory  of  it  is  now  ' 
gone ;  and  here  lies  a  deceit,  to  lov^  Chrift  for  freeing 
me  from  this  way  of  evidencing. 

4.  A  heart  that  never  felt  the  bittemefs  and  bondage 
of  fin  as  the  greatell  evil.  Take  a  man  full  of  fears.of 
wrath  ;  O  now  affarance  is  his  chiefeft  good,  and  be 
will  account  it  fo  ;  but  if  ^ver  God  did  load  the  &ul 

with 
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with  fiti^  e  cofura^  you  will  account  of  deliverance 
from  this  highly,  nay,  a  promrle  he  will  do  it  is  fwect : 
but  to  be  feeling  thofe  fincws  of  fm  crack;  O  it  is  the 
joy  of  heaven  that  now  fills  that  heart :  The  greateft 
evil  in  God's  eyes  is  fin;  the  greateft  good  we  have 
is  rejdemption  from  it  by  a  mighty  hand :  now  not  fa 
much  as  to  account  of  this  highly,  this  is  hard.  Thua 
I  have  left  thefc  things  to  be  thought  of,  I  cannot 
avoid  It,  it  lies  in  my  text ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  of 
that  fcripture  abufed,  **  If  any  fay,  Lo  here  is  Chrift, 
*'  or  there,  believe  it  not  :'*  /•  e.  by  figns  :  or  in  a  wii- 
dernefs,  /.  r.  in  .a  forrowful  eftate,  or  In  the  privy 
chambers  in  frames  of  heart,  believe  it  not  neither. 
Take  heed  you  do  not  wrelt  fcriptures  thus  :  It  is  faid, 
*'  Efau  hated  Jacob  for  the  blellin^,"  G^n.  xxvii.  41. 
This  Spirit' of  grace  is  the  bleffing  which  faints  ac- 
Count  as  the  evidence  of  the  deareft  love  ;  to  feparate 
from  churches,  from  meflengers  of  God,  fbr  this  will 
yield  you  forrow  enough  one  day.  I  tell  you,  you 
fiiall  not  be  found  **  fighters  againft  men,  but  againft 
*'  Gad,"  and  the  Spirit  of  his  grace  ;  and  the  life  of 
him  who  lives  in  heaven  for  us.  Take  heed  you  for- 
get not  oil  in  your  veffels. 

Fourthly^  Thofe  that  acknowledge  in  their  judg- 
ments all  thefe  things,  but  deny  it  in^  their  lives, 
regard  not^the  having  this  principle  of  life,  and  have 
peace  in  this,  from  a  double  ground. 

1.  By  a  fruitlefs  faith,  which  hangs  on  Chrift  ;  but 
never  receives  nor  brings  in  this  principle,  as  thofe^ 

Jfthn  ii,  24,  25.  and  hence  though  they  receive  none, 
yet  tliey  hang  on  him.  And  fo  their  faith,  like  a  buck- 
et without  a  bottom,  draws  up  nothing. 

2.  A  form  of  godlinefs  before  men.  :If  a  man  fhould^ 
neither  fpeak  well,  nor  pray,  Sec.  he  would  have  no 
love,  no  refpeft,  no  receiving  into  church,  but  he 
cannot  do  it  with  life,  and  hence  a  form  contents  him, 
and  there  refts.  So  that  now  if  confcicnce  troubles, 
*d  fays;  thofe  duties  are  done  with  no  life  of  Chrift, 

and 
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and  Spirit ;  he  anfwers,  yet  I  go  to  Chrift :  if  this  be 
all,  why  do  you  not  caft  off  your  form  ?  O  then  I 
ihoutd  have  no  love  from  men  :  O  this  life  of  Cbrift 
is  not  prized,  till  with  thefe  virgins  they  feel  the  want 
of  it,  and  it  is  too  late,  know  this  will  be  your  woe  at 
lall.  Look  upon  thy  dead  foul,  all  the 'glory  isg©nc, 
and  wait  upon  the  word,  that  the  Lord  may  make  thee 
live.  Could  you  know  this  well  of  water,  and  aik, 
he  would  give  it  you.  O  beg  for  it  then  as  for  yoor 
life.    Ooly  iirft  feek  it  in  Chrift,  and  fo  froxii  Chrifl. 

•        S  E  G  T.     IV. 

Ufe  4.  Of  trial.  We  live  in  a  country  which  hath 
goodly  trappings,  rich  hangings,  glorious  profeffion; 
burning  lamps  r  and  hence  many  think  themfelves 
rich,  when  indeed  poor ;  many  lot>k  to  meet  the 
bridegroom,  when  indeed  they  fhallbe  ihut  out  fwrt 
the  fellowfhip  of  the  bridegroom.  How  fhall  I  know 
that  ?  that  all  my  forrows,  prayers,  reformation,  pro- 
fefllon,  is  but  a  paint,  an  appearance,  a  fafliion,  a 
church-cr/tft,  which  will  (land  me  in  no  ftead,  when 
the  Lord  Ihall  appear,  who  fliall  judge  the  fecrets  of 
all  hearts,  by  the  word  you  hear  this  day:  try  it  there- 
fore by  this  rule.  Does  it  come  from  a  principle  of  life 
or  no?  Your  lamp  burns,  but  look  what' is  in  your 
veffel  that  feeds  this  flame.  That  as  bur  divines 
fpeak,  How  the  difciples  could  do  greater  works  jhan 
Chrift;  and  others  wrought  miracles  bcfides  Chrift : 
How  then  do  they  prove  that  he  is^ Chrift?  It  is  an- 
fwered.  In  all  his  miraculous  works  we  are  to  confi- 
der  not  only  quidfeciti  i.  e>  what  he  did,  but  qua  vtr- 
tutc  fecit ^  from  what  power  he  did.  The  apoIUcs  and 
others  did  miracles,  but  it  wis  aliena  virtute ;  Chrift 
did  them,  but  it  was  propria  virtute.  So  many  aa 
unfound  heart,  he  may  do  greater  wbrka  than  faint?, 
and  his  larap' burn  brighter.  Therefore  in  this  cafe 
we  are  not  to  look  fo  much  to  what  is  done,  as  frofti 

.  *  what 


Mi 


% 


TEN  VIRGINS.  ^      ;38l 

what  power  and  principle  ic  is  doiae  :  for  thereio  the 
beft  hypocrite  ever  fails.  We  fliall  ever  obfcrve-  in 
fome  beaila  there  are  tmtrns  rationisy  yet  there  is  no 
rational  foul,  nor  any  wife  roan,  will  believe  that  their 
a£ls  proceed  ^from  fuch  a  principle;  fo  there  kre 
ihadows  of  the  power  of  grace  in  a  carnal  heart,  and 
yet  no  judicicoia  Cbriftian  will  fay  they  come  from  an 
in\^ard  foul,  or  principle  of  life.  Confider  therefore 
whether  there  ^s  this  principle  or  no ;  you  fee  there 
is  profeffion,  you  have  a  name  to  live  in  the  judgment 
of  qll  the  church,  but  fearch  your  hearts,  and  fee 
from  what  principle  it  proceeds,  for  if  this  be  want- 
ing,  all  is  nothing :  as  he  that  had  •  beer  given  bim^ 

'  when  milk,  and  wine,  and  fugar  was  put  into  it,  to 
mead  it,  faid,  The  wine  is  good,  and  the  milk  is  good, 

*  hot  the  beer  is  bad  ;  fo  profeffion,  affeflion  is  good, 
hut  the  heart;  the  man  is  bad,  Jcr.  ii^  22.  **  Though 
*^  thou  wa(h  thee  with  nitre,  thy  fin  is  marked  before 
"  the  Lord.'*  And  that  the  trial  may  be  full  and  fair, 
I  fliall  Ihew  negatively,  the  feveral  forts  of  men  that 
aft  not  from  an  inward  principle,  yet-  carry  it  out, 
as^though  the  bitternefs  of  death  was  paft,  and  the 
bridegroom  theirs. 

I.  When  a  man's  principle  is  nothing  but  the  pow- 
er of  created  nature  exprcffing  itfelf,  and  felting  the 
heft  face  forward,  *  in  the  gilded  rottennefs  of  fame 
moral  performances,  wherein  a  man  faith,  he  does 

I  what  he  can ;  for  there  is  this  principle  in  moft  of 
men,  a  dcfire  to  be  faved,  nature  faith  fo,  .and  accord- 

\  ^g  to  the  intention  of  this  defire,  fo  accordingly  men 
will  do  more  or  lefs  ;  and  hereupon  (both  up-  them- 
felves,  when  they  fee  they  cannot  do  as  others  do^  or 
as  the  Lord  commands  ;  I  do  as  well  as  I  can.    Nay, 

^  when  condemned  by  the  word  which  meets  them,  I 
do  ^s  well  as  I  can,  I  believe,  I  repent,  I  pray,  I  re- 
Jncmber  the  word,  I  do  as  well  as  I  can,  and  fo  they 
hope  God  accepts  of  that;  and  though  I  believe  there  is 
no  man  but  may  be  hired  to  do  more  than  he  docs,  yet 
nature  may  do  much;   lience  I  beard  an  Arminian 

once 
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once  fay,  If  faith  will  niX  work  it,  then  fet  fcafoii 
a > work,  and  we  know  how  men  have  been  kings  aod 
lords  over  their  own   paflJonB  by  in>proving  reafon, 
and  from  fome  experience  of  the  power  of  nature,  i 
men  have  come  to  write,  large  volumes  in  defence  ; 
of  it;     and   it   is    known,    the    Arminians/  though  | 
they  afcribe  fotoewhat  to  grace,  and  ia  words  all  to  i 
grace,   yet    indeed    they    lay  the  main  Ilrefs  of  the  ; 
work  upon  a  man's  own  will,  and  the  royalty  and 
ibvei^eignty  of  that  liberty  ;  but  to  leave  them,  and  to  ' 
come  toourfelves,  is  it  not  a  common  thing  for  men 
to  make  lies  their  refuge,  and  to  fay,  I  was  in  a  woful 
condition  once,,  and  never  looked  after  God,  but  nov 
I  blefs  the  Lord  it  is  otherwife  with  me.     How?  Now 
I  believe^  repent,  &c.     And  fo  1  confefs,  all  I  do  is 
fall  of  weaknefTes,   yet  I  do  what  I  can  ;    and  thus 
they  are  like  tq  men  that  }iave  old  garments  new  dreff- 
ed,    they    have   made   them    as  good  as  they  can; 
and,  like  the  young  man,  Luke  xviii.  21,  '^  AH  thefe 
**  things  have  I  done  from  ray  youth,  yet  one  tbiaj 
*^  was  wanting,  which  was  to  forfake  all,  and  fa  faim- 
**  felf,  that  the  dlfciples  faid.  Who  then  can  be  favcdJ 
**  With  man  it  is  impofSble,  but  with  God  all  thing* 
*♦  are  poffible.'* 

You  fay  you  do  as  much  as  you  can  :  I  fay,  do  fo; 
but  it  is  impoffible  for  man,  froni  any  ftrength  of  man, 
and  you  have  no  more  yet,  John  i.  13.  **  Bom  a- 
*'  pin,  not  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.'^  There 
is  itt  fome  men  a  birth,  like  to  the  new  birth,  which 
is  of  the  will  and  power  of  man,  but  O  this  is  not  this 
inward  principle  which  the  ahiiighty  power  of  God 
creates,  and  therefore  know  it,  if  you  get  no  other 
oil  in  your  lamps,  you  (hall  never  meet  the  bridc- 
gtoom.  '         *        . 

:  2.  When  a  man's  principle  is  the  power  of  holy  ex- 
ample, whereby  many  a  one  is  drawn  to  do  more  tlwia 
otherwife  he  would.  Many  men  think  for  a  while  as 
that  man  fj)ake ;  *'  Men  talk  of  being  worth  thoufancb,  i 
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/^  I  would  fain  fee  the  men  mtnifters  preach,  and 
*'  others  fpeak  well,  we  muft  do  this'  and  that,  but 
*•  I  would  fain  fee  the  men  that  do  it.**  Now  it  fomc- 
time  falls  out  that  the  Lord  fets  before  mens  eyes  fome 
pattern  ChrifKans,  hereupon  they  think  thus;  here  arc 
two  contrary  ways,  they  cannot  both  lead  to  heaven^ 
their  way  is  better  than  mine,  and  doubtlefs  leads  Iq 
life,  mine  doth  not,  therefore  let  me  live  like  tbem. 
And  hence  there  fhall  not  be  any  faft,  but  they  will 
be  at  it ;  not  a  fermon  near,  but  they  will  go  wet  and 
dry  to  hear  it ;  nor  any  duty  in  family,  but  they  will 
imhate.it,  and  hence  read  and  learn;  that  they  may  be 
like  them.  No  ChriiUans  in  the  country  hated,  but 
they  will  love  them,  nor  ceremonies  caft  off,  but  they 
will  abhor  them ;  and  hence  they  refieft  upon  their  pat- 
terns, and  think  their  eiftate  £E^fe,  becaufe  they  are  as 
good  as  a  Chriftian's  outfide :  -And  hence  like  fome  dead 
cattle,  there  is  nothing  good  but  their  (kin,  fo  there  is ' 
nothing  good  in  thefe,  but  their  imitating  outfldc.  Thus 
it  was  with  Joafli  while  Jehojada  lived,  2  Chron.  xxiv. 
Hence  he^  fell  like  ivy  with  the  oak»  when  God  cut 
him  downT  Thus  it  was  with  thefe  five  foolifh  virgins ; 
a  man  may  follow  good  examples,  but  not  reft  in  bare 
imitatibn  of  them:  And  hence  a.  blefied  man  is  de- 
fcribed,  Pfelm  i.  negatively,  from  not  imitating  the 
wicked,  not  from  imitating  the  good ;  becaufe  good  ^ 
nien  may  be  in  many  ,things  ill  examples,  and  it  ever 
proves  fo  in  thefe  men  that  have  no  more  than  this 
-principle  ;  hence  if  they  be  loofe  in  their  tongues,  or 
on  the  Sabbath,  their  plea  is,  they  are  like  unto  them. 
And  hence  come  all  your  acquired  excellencies ;  a 
man  is  an  imitating  creature,  led  by  example,  and  a 
carnal  man,  out^  of  the  heart  of  bypocrify  in  himfelf, 
will  imitate  the  divine  nature  which  is  in  another; 
and  hence  men  not  only  take  up  foch  pra£lices,  but 
fuch  opinions  only,  becaufe  fuch  and  fuch  are  of  that 
jnind :  And  men  change  pradlices  and  opinions  as  ex*  " 
amples  do  diango;.in  Joihua's  time  great  reformation^ 

he 
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he  no  fooner  died,  but  all  fell  off  again :  then  they 
were  for  purity  of  ordinances  and  God's  worfiiip,  now 
they  ferve  Baalim  :  O  coniider,  here  is  an  outward, 
but  no  inward  principle  ! 

3.  Thofe  whofe  principle  is  nothing  bul  external 
applaufe  and  praife  of  men,  and  this  will  carry  a  maa' 
beyond  all  the  bed  examples  :  Nay,  fometime  to  be 
fiugular  and  a  man  alone  ;  a  Pharifee's  trumpet  flkall 
be  heard -to  the  town's  end,  while  firaplicity  walks 
through  the  town  unfeen  :  Hence  a  man  will  forac^ 
times  covertly  commend  himfelf,  and  pyfelf  ever 
comes  in,  and  tells  you  a  long  ftory  of  convcrfion ; 
and  an  hundred  to  one,  if  fomc  lie  or  other  flip  not 
out  with  it.  Why,  the  fecret  meaning  is,  I  pray 
admire  me';  hence  complain  of  wants  and  weaknciTes: 
pray  think  what  a  broken-hearted  Chrillian  I  am; 
and  hence  if  comforted,  they  complain,  if  not,  they 
will  comfort  themfelves;  hence  many  lift  up  eyes  and 
hands,  and  fetch  deep  fighs  in  prayer,  remember  and 
note  fermons,  look  now  what  a  gift  I'have  :  hence  if 
you  come  to  their  company,  they  will  have  fo  many 
good  words  as  may  make  you  think  well  of  them,  and 
then  the  market  is  almoft  done  with  them:  hence  mca 
forfake  their  friends,  and  trample  under-foot  the  fcoriis 
of  the  world,  they  have  credit  elfewhere  :  To  main* 
tain  their  iiitereft  in  the  love  of  godly  men,  they  will 
fuffer  much :  hence  men  in  the  miniftry  pray  for  grace 
to  beautify  and  perfed  their  parts,  that  fo  they  may 
preach,  and  convert,  and  have  credit:  hence  men  medi- 
tate new  light,  and  profefs  deep  things  that  few  knoKr, 
that  men* may  worfliip  the  rifmg  fun:  hence  the  Lord 
is  neglefted  fecretly,  yet  honoured  openly,  becaofe 
there  is  no  wind  in  their  chambers;  to  blow  their 
fails;  and  therefore  there  they  (land  ftill:  hence  many 
men  keep  their  profefliorf,  when  they  lofe  their  affec- 
tion, they  have  by  the  one  a  name  to  live,  and  that  is 
enough,  though  their  hearts  be  dead :  and  hence  foloog 
M  you  love  or  commend  them)  fo  long  they  lore  you, 

but 
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butifoot>  they  will  forfake  you;  they  wei:e  warm 
only  by  another's  fire:  and  hence  having  no  principle 
of  life  within,  fooA  grow  dead:  ^^his  is  the  water  that 
turns  a  Pharifee's  mill,  and  the  Lord  paiTeth  a  heavy 
doom,  "  You  have  your  reward*"  I  have  Wondered 
that  the  opinion  of  men,.  nay»  dream  of  mens  tljioughts 
ihould  a6t  men ;  only  it  is  a  curfe  of  God«  that  whea 
mtn  defpife  his  honour^  the  g,reate{l%good,  they  ihall  . 
be  fed  with  the  bafcft  good. 

4<  Thofe  whofe  principle  is  nothing  elfe  but  their 
owa  gain  of  outward  hleflings.  Many  .there  be  .that 
make  not  their  honour,  fo  much  as  their  belliefi  their 
;god$,  and  they  rule  them,  Phil.  iii.  19.  hence  the 
ia0K)p4ceeper  will  give  good  words  whea  he  fells  his 
commodity,  he  ihould  lofe  much  of  his  cullon)  elfe;  and 
heace  the  minidef  preacheth  coufcionably  that  his  gait^ 
toay  come  in,  i  Thef.  ii.  4,  5.  Hence  people  would 
be  as  good  as  the  bed,  they  cannot  get  a  lot  in  all  the 
gantry  elfe.  Hence  a  man  is  fometime  content  to 
lorfaike  nil  for  Chrill,  that  be  may  hiake  a  booty  oE 
Chrift,  as  Judas  did.  Hence  when  Ghrift  feeds  them: 
with  loaves,  then  the  people  will  make  him  a  kingi 
John  vi.  though  afterward  they  cry,  Crucify  him.  So 
ttiea  deal  with  Clirift  as  the  foldiers  did,  that  caught 
iim,  that  they  might  ftrip  him  of  his  garments.  And. 
t«ncc  many  tnen  if  they  fee  forrows  and  wants  attend- 
iog  them,  if  they  attend  on  Chrill,  forfake  him.  Look 
apoii  our  owa  land,  iftany  fo  long  as  they  could  enjoy 
Chrift  with  fiiir  weather,  cry  out  of  ceremonies,  and 
prophaning  of  Sabbalh :  yet  this  not  being  to  be  had^ 
Creep  10  them,'  and  read  the  book  for  prophaning  there- 
isrf-  Many  fhadows  have  been  feen  fince  our  fun  hath 
tifen-  here,  and  this  way  they  looked :  but  viewihg  o* 
thermens  wants,  and  fearing  their  own  loffes,  and 
conceiving  they  may  meet  with  Maffah  in  this  wilder- 
»efg,  refufe  to  f611ow.  And  left  this  fhould  feem  to 
be  the.caufc,  cry  out,  We  are  feoaratifts ;  or  flrongly 
,.NoMB.  V.  Bb    ^  poffefs 
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poffefs,  themfelves  againft  all  rdatioas,  there  is  no  liv- 
ing at  all  here. 

Look  but  at  home,  now  many  doves,  (that  prove 
but  ravens,  and  live  on  the  prey)  come  hither  to  our 
windows,  and  have  followed  Chritl  to  this  world's  end; 
when  he  fed  them  with  loaves,  they  made  him  their 
king:  but  now  he  hath  taken  away  what  once  they  de- 
fired,  becaufe  there  is  better  bread  to  be  laboured  for; 
now  they  forfake  him  and  live  on  the  fpoiL  This  is 
lio  inward  principle.  And  hence  when  mens  expences 
for  Chrift,  exceed  their  receipts  from  Chrift,  they  ccafc 
{^ending,  and  fall  in  the  high>way  to  begging  at  the 
dpor  of  the  world. 

5.  Thofe  whofe  principle  is  nothing  elfe  but  tte 

Itrength  of  natural  confcience,  which  will  fet  men  a- 

doing,  when  they  have  neither  praife  from  men,  nor 

gain  from  Chrift  for  their  laboiir.     For  the  Lord  deals 

with  fome  men,  as  the  Romans  did  with  fome  of  their 

prifoners ;  they  would  chain  a  prifoner  and  his  keep* 

cr  together,  and  let  them  go  up  and  down:  fo  God 

.    chains  many  a  poor  prifoner  of  hell  and  his  confcience 

together,  and  lets  them  go  together.     And  hence  ma* 

ny  a. man  keeps  peace  with  his  confcience,  and  cannot^ 

give  it  the  flip  for  all  the  world  heaped  up  with  gold»j 

as  Balaam  faid.  .       j 

Now  there  are  two  things  in  a  natural  confcieo€e,j 

j  .  Rom.  ii.  15.  j 

V  '.    ,   I.  To  accufe;  hence  a  man  dares  not  omit  prayer, 

dares  not  commit  a  fm  he  ha^  a  mind  to;  confcienct: 

V^ould  then  roar.     Hence  •many  keep  coofiantly  fet 

duties  in  private,  and  tremble  at  fmall  fins :  not  b^ 

caufe  they  take  any  delight  hi  the  ohtl  or  are  wcatj: 

of  the  other;  but  becaufe  they  arc  ever  under  the  cy^ 

^       X>{  this  judge. 

2.  To  excufe,'aTicl  to  give  much  fweetnefs  when  ft 
man  follows  the  dldates  thereof,  hence  a  man  tboogil 
carnal,  will  die  for  his  religion,  and  that  with  fosK 
chearfulnefs^  tecaufe  confcience  cheara  within,  ani 
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fings  him  afleep  in  trouble.     And  hence  a  man  will 
cry  out  of  all  the  glorious  hypocrifies  of  men,  becaufe 
to  walk  according  to  confcience  is  fweeter  to  hinil 
And  hence  a  man  comforts  himfelf,  it  is  my  confciertce^ 
[  Mark  xii.  33,     To  love  God   **  is  better  than  burnt 
offerings."     Hence  a  man   will  profit  exceedingly  in 
what  he  holds,  Gal.  i.  14.  becaufe  zealous  for  it  for 
confciencet  and  yet  this  is  but  a  principle  of  nature,  not 
an  inward  principle  of  life,   whofe  property  is  to  feek 
the  fubverfion  of  corrupt  nature^  .tis  natural  confcience 
feeks  tfie  g^rnifhing  of  it  and  the  a£lions  thereof. 
•   6.  Thofe  whofe  principle  is  the  fear  of  death,  and 
hell;  raifed  not  fo  much  by  the  power  of  confcience,  as 
V  the  power  of  the  word.  And  hence  come  complaints 
about  a  man's  eftate;  that* a  man  can  have  no  reft  ^y 
all  duties  that  he  has  done,* or  doth.     Hence  following 
of  the  means,  running  to  the  beft  minift^ry,  mourning, 
and  lamenting,  and  confeffing  fin,  Matth.  iii.  7.  "  O 
**  generation  of  vipers,*^  &c.     And  hence  pri:^ing  of 
favour  and;  comfort,    Pfal.  Ixxviii.   34,  35*     Hence 
many  do 'take  this  for,  their  converfion,  and  fay,   I  . 
heard  fuch  a  minifter  at  fuch  a  time,  and  then  I  cried 
out  I  was  damned,  and  thought  I'faw  the  devil;  yea, 
and  to  hell  you  may  for  all  this,  if  no  other  principle. 
Indeed,  there  is  this  fear  in  the  eleft,  but  drives  them 
^othe  ark,  as  Noah :  but  thofe,-  when  their  fear  is  ever, 
khey  fall  to  fight ^againft  the  Lord.  *~  ' 

7-  Thofe  whofe  principle  is  nothing  elfe  btit  the 
Jnimediate  aSlings  of  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  them.  For 
fometime  the  Spirit  of  God  comes  upon  men,  as  light 
fcines  on  the.  mud  wall,  yet  dwells  hot  there  as  in  the 
»on.  And  hence  many  fpeak,  pray,  prophecy  admir- 
ably, as  Balaam,  Numb.  xxiv.  3,  4.  Many  men,  like 
parters,  bring  others  goods,',  that  are  not  poffeffors 
i>f  them.  Now  thefe  are,'  i.  External  enlargements, 
^nd  hence  a  man  doth  many  things  which  he  has  no 
^c^yard  jjower  to  perform,  the  SpiHt  is^ there  affifting; 
.-       "    '       '       Bb  z        .  '       hence  . 
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hence  he  cannot  do  fo  at  another  time,  but  it  is  Ac 
Spirit  only  afljiftlng.  And  hence  a  inan  may  have 
abundance  of  knowledge,  and  he  not  aSe£ted  with  it; 
he  may  live,  and  pray  >vith  applaufe.of  men;  othen 
wifh  they  were  like  him,  yet  live  without  love,  td 

'  fpeak  without  feeling,  and  do  without  life;  hence  mea 
leave  themfelvea  here.  2,  Internal  pai^s :  tbe'SfHTit 
of,  God  begets  fome  inward  grief,  efpecially  when  out- 
<ward  evils  pref^,  then  inward  flalhes  and  defires,  but 
they,  are  foon  done.  There  is  no  fpring,  no  principle 
withiiw  What  the  difierence  ia  between  faints  uneven- 
nefs,  and  this  unconllancy,  you  Ihall  hear  hereafter  J 
yet  thefe  are  wrelUings  of  fpirit  not  yet  conqueciogf 
and  hence  it  poileifes  not  the  fouh 

8.  When  mens  principle  is  nothing  elfebatCQfli« 
snon  gifts,^  which  are  inward,  and  abiding  long  in  the 
fouL  That  a  man  now  thinks  he  has-  grace,  and  fure 
■figns  of  the  Lord's  love,  and  here  is  faftncd:  wheii 
there  be  two  things  wherein  it  appears  here  is  no  hi- 
ward  principle^  i^  Thefe  gifts  eter  pu^Tup^  and  make 
^  man  fomethrng  in  his  own  eyes,  as  the  Corimhiaa 
knowledge  did.  >A,nd  many  a  private  man  thinks  bimj 
felf  fit  to  b^  a  minifter,  many  a  minifter  better  than  afl 
the  parifli  befides;  when  Paul  .was  the  leaft  of  all  ib«i 
faints.  And  hence  commonly  they  degenerate  toprid* 

-  .and  Form.  2.  Thefe  keep  men  ftrangers  to  Chrifti 
and  the  life  of  faith ;  they  have  thefe  af!edioas,  j^ 
Ignorant  of  Chrift,  take  thefe  as  figns  of  his  love,  aad 
Kve  without  him.  And  this  is  indeed'  the  inner  prifij 
ciple  which  all  the  wicked  in  the  world  want  >  ihert 
is  in  trud  grace  an  infinite  circle:  a  man  by  thirffinj 
receives,  and  receiving  thirds  for  more.  But  heocfl 
thfe  Spirit  is  not  poured  out  abundtetly  on  churcbeSi 
becaufe  men  fliut  it  out  by  (hutting  in,  and  conteflt' 
ing  themfelves  with  their  common  ggraces  zad  ffk^ 
Mat.  vii.  29.     Examine  if  it  be  thus.     If  fo,  \ 

1.  You  camiot  come  to  the  Lord^  John  v.  44* 
**  How  can  yc  believe  J'*     . 

.  ^  2.^ 
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2.  Nor  to  receive  any  tbing  from  the  Lord  if  you 
do,  James  iv.  3.  "  When  you  alk  to  fpend  ii  on  your 
lufts/*  when  that  carriea  you, 

3*  This  pulls  down  the  kirtgdom  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
when  other  things  rule  us,  and  not  him  Pelf  alone. 

4*  Satan  will  hasire  this  againll  you»  as  againfi  Job^ 
*•  You  ferve  not  the  Lord  for  nought."  To  what 
parpofe  are  your  new  moons;  church  reforms^tions,  if 
k  be  thus?  Now,  becaufe  ic  hath  been  replied  to  what 
was  formerly  faid;  that  Chriil  was  the  veffel,  not  our 
fouls;  I  fi^all  therefore  confirm  the  latter  to  be  the 
truth,  by  thefe,  reafons. 

1.  Myftical  places  of  fcripture  are  to  be  interpreted 
by  plain.  Now  though  Chrift  may  be  the  antitype  of  thefe 
.veflels  of  the  temple,  yet  he  is  not  plainly  faid  to  be 
t  vefiel;  but  fonis'  are  called  fo,  Rom.  ix»  23. — 1 
Cor.  iv.  7.— AQs  ix.  15.  "  Paul  is  a  chofen  vefTel.** 
I  Theff.  iv.  4.  "  We  are  to  poffefs  eur  vcffels  in  ho- 
**  Hnefs.*' — 2  Tim.  ii.  20.  "  Veffels  of  honour.'* 

2.  The  Spirit  is  not  in  Chriil  as  in  a  vefTel,  but  as 
iti  a  fountain;  hence,  John  iii.  34.  "Chrift  hatli  re- 
"  ceived  the  Spirit  without  raeafure.'' 

3.  The  foolilh  virgins  had  vcflels;  becaufe  it  is  faid, 
**  They  took  their  lamps,  bot  no  oil  with  them."  Their 
'fcUy  was  not  in  not  providihg  veffels.  Hence  the  fool- 
■ifk  virgins'  did- not  afterward  beg  iheir  veffels,  but  their 
oil. 

4.  ^he  wifdom  of  the  wife  did  appear^  in  that  they 
did  provide  oil  for  their  veffels.  If  therefore  the  yeflel 
*e  Chrift,  therein  lies  the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  tliat 
they  got  the  Spirit  to  put  into  Chrift,  and  the  folly 
of  the  fooliib,  they  got  not  the  Spirit  to  put  into  him. 
Or  the  one  got  Chrift  Jefus  full  of  the  Spirit ;  the 
other,  Chrift  Jefus  void  of  it.  When  whoever  hath 
Cbrift,  niuft  have  in  him.  the  fuloefs  of  the  Spirit . 
^alfo. 

5.  The  otheif  interpretation  croffcth  the  main  fcope 
of  this  part  of  the  parable,  which  is  to  Ihew  the  dif- 
!  •  B  b  3  ference 
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ference  between  the  virgins:  AH  profcffci  Chrill, 
went  to  meei  the  Bridegroom :  but  here  was  the  dif- 
ference, they-nevjr  lopked  for  to.  get  the  Spirit  in 
them:  and  this  is  mod  fuitable  to  men  raifed  out  of 
the  dregs  of  popery,  where  works  being  aboliflied, 
Chrill  is  owned,  and'  therein  do  well,  .but  herein  fail. 
Thus  you  have  beard  the  ufe  of  trial  negatively. 
What  this  inward  principle  is  affirmatively,  you  hare 
generally  heard;  and  fliall  more  particularly  in  theo- 
ther  two  do£trines*  Only  this  I  fhall  add;  itcoDfills 
of  two  parts. 

1.  Our  life  in  Chrift  by  faith. 

2.  Ghrift's  life  in, us  by, his  Spirit.  Fakh  cmpltcs 
the  fouU  and  looks  upon  it  as  dead,  and  fees  its  life 
laid  up  in  Chrill ;  and  hence  forfakes  itfelf,  and  em- 
braces the  Lord  of  glory.  Secondly,  The  Spirit  comes  " 
and  pofTeireth  a  forfaken  empty  hoafe,  and  there  lives 
a^d  dwells.  Both  theje  the  apoflle  mentions.  Gal.  ii.  20. 
Eph.  iii.  17. — ^John  xv.  4.  As  two  married  together, 
their  fouls  live  not  where  they  are,  but  in  each  otjjer. 
The  one  cares  not  how  to  pleafe.herfclf,  but  herhof- 
band;  and  e  contra^  So  that  left  any  weak  foul  fhould 
be  difcouraged,  that  thinks  there  is  no  principle  d 
life,  becaufe  fuch  a  blind,  empty,  dead  heart,  wander- 
ing from  God,  &c.  Nay,  when  the  Lord  quickcos 
it,  O  it  is  loft  again !  Nay,  when  quickened,  O  then 
when  it  comes  to,  it  is  feeble !  I  tell  you  it  muft  be 
fo.  This  makes  you  lay-up  your  life  in  him;  this 
death  is  your  life.  And  left  any  falfe  heart  ihould 
be  here  deceived,  that  faith  he  has  Chrift ;  "  If 
V  youhare  not  theSpiritof  Chrift,  you  are  none  of  his." 
The  faints  have  this  fometime,  their  tem'I^Ie  \z  filled 
with  glory;  and  for  their  general  courfe,  they  arc 
admirers  of  the  Lord  Jefus ;  apd  account  his  life  lo  i 
be  life,  and  all  their  life  befide  to  be  a  continual 
death.  There  is  not  any  grace  but  they  far,  O  that 
J  had  it,  -  .         ^      - 

-  '       ..  SECT, 
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S  E  e  T.    V, 

Ufe  S'  Of  Exhortation/  1  O  every  man,  as  c- 
vtt  you  look  to  be  with  Ghrift  Jefus  another  day,  get 
this  oil  in  your  veffela.  The  Lord  doth  in  this  p,ara- 
ble  fct  before  your  eyes  tlie  cftate  of  the  pureft  virgin 
churches  and  prdfeflors  in  the  world,  and  it  is  his  in« 
finite  love  to  tell  us  before-hand,  before  the  time  be 
paft,  to  teli  us,  that  many  of  thefe  fliall  be  fliut  out 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  whom  them- 
feives  and  others  think  fhall  not,  and  yet  this 
love  would  be  but  little,  unlefe  the  Lord  h^d  made 
known  the  caufe  or  defcft  in  not  getting  oil  tp  their 
vcffeh  O  confidcr  therefore,  here  you  are  like  to' 
fail;  y^u  that  have  lamps,  before  the  cry  and  bride- 
groom comes,  acknowledge  Chrifl's  love,  ai)d  b» 
overcome  by  it  to  get  bilin  your  vcffels;  when  Ra- 
habknew  that  the  Lord  would  deftroy  all  Jericho, 
now  ihe  lays  about  her  to  ,preferve  her  life.  What 
is  the  means?  Tor^-tie  the  Icarlet  thread  at  the  win- 
<tew:  O  Ihe  jjjiprfd  be  fure  to  get  and  keep  that  there* 
You  know^iffe  Lord  Jefus  will  come  and  difcover  the 
nnfoni^d^ofeffion,  and  deftroy  the  glory  of  the  World, 
and  churches  too:  It  may  be  ye  have  had  fore  fears, 
what  if  he  fiiould  cut  roe  off,  and  caft  me  out,  as  pof- 
fibly  he  may?  and  I  may  as  well  as  eminent  profef- 
Tors.  I  tell  you,  none  ever  perifhed  but  becaufe  of 
Ais,  How  juft  had  Rahab's  judgment  been,  if  file 
had  refufed  to  get  her.  fcarlet  thread  there,  and  yours 
if  now  ye  get  not  your  oil  in  your  veffel  ?  How  many 
are  there  that  have  lived  fairly  and  died  quietly,  and 
^hen  they  are  dead  and  knock,  the  door  is  fhut,  that 
then  wring  their  hands,  O  had  I  but  known  of  this! 
I  would  have  fpent  my  care  and  ttrcngih,  and  tears^ " 
and  thoughts  how  to  have  filled  my  veffel,  but  I 
knew,  it  not.  This  time  will  Ihortly  come,  and  if 
you  know  it  row,  and  do  not  fct  upon  ic,  what  a  cut 

Bb4    '  will 
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will  this  be  ?  •  As  therefore  the  apoftlc  exhorts,  Hcb. 
iv.  I*  "  Having  a  promife  of  entering  into  reft,  fear. 
**  left  you  fall  fhort  of  it."  I  fay  fo  much  more  here, 
knowing  how^  only  yon  Ihall  entei*  into  Ghrift's  reft,  fear  . 
left  you  fall  fliort  of  this ;  I  hope  I  fhall  not,  1  tbadc 
G04  my  coairfe  is  blaoielefs,  fpotlefs,  I  have  forfaken 
the  fins  of  places,  and  pollmions  of  ordinances;  fo 
did  thefe  virgins  alfo.  O  but  my  Jarap  burns  ai 
bright  as  'any  man's  I  know ;  fo  did  the  foolifb  vir. 
gins,  O  but  they  all  think  well  of  me;  fo  were  thcfe 
thought  of,  till  the  Lord  faid,  **  I  know  you  not."  0 
but  I  look  to  Chrift,  to  meet  with  him,  and  faWaftion 
from  him  ;  fo  did  thefe,  and' yet  were  Ihut  out  from 
Chrift;  If  the  Lord  ftiould  have  faid,  it  was  bccaufe , 
they  had  not  wealth  enough,  nor  world  enough,  every 
man  would  not  have  been'  wanting  here,  but  would 
have  ftriven  to  have  got  enough  of  that,  though  it  were 
not  to  be  had;  but  there  is  enough  in  Chrift  to  enrich 
you,  who  has  the  Spirit  without  meafure  to  do  it: 
The  Spirit  may  breathe  now. 

31eans  I,  Labour  to  feel  and  mourn  under  thy 
whole  corrupt  principles,  that  have  afted  thee  hither- 
to: for  many  men  are  fenfible  fomciimes  of  feme  par- 
ticular a£ts,  and  jarrings  of  their  hearts  and  life  with 
the  rule;  and  then  they  (cek  forgivenefs  of,  and  grace 
againft  them,  and  then  they  hope  all  is  well,  then  ihey 
do  many  things,  and  hear.  John  gladly,  and  in  plainncfs 
and  integrity  of  their  hearts*  think  that  all  is  \ft\l 
But  ftill  they  fall  fliort  of  a- principle  of  life,  becaufc 
they  never  felt  a  whole  corrupt  principle,  and  ho\ritt 
every  thing  it<:roffeth  God,  not  only  in  thccorrupti 
but  moft  glorious  a£tions«  For  all  men  naturally  t«ni 
from  being  open,  to  fecret  enemies*;  and  from  beicg 
fecret,  to  be  fubtile  enemies,  and  to  undermine  the 
Lord  in  all  they  do.  Now  many  fee  it,  but  not  the 
evil  of  it,  nor  mourn  under  it.  Hence  the  Lordtie- 
Ver  fends  aflother  Spirit,  bepaufe  they  have  not  tbc 
ffHrit  of  beavinefs  for  want  of  it.  But  when  a  man 
'  fees 
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fee^  tbat  10  every  thing  be  is  carried  and  afted  bjr  « 
principle  of  bittcmefs  againft  the.  Lord,  and  lives  wilhi. 
oDt  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  to  a£l  him ;  the  Lord  is  i^ot 
fdr  Jfrom  that  foul  when  he  feels  this,  and  mourns  be- 
forc'tbeLord,  bccaufe  of  this,  and  the  want  of  that, 
X  Kings  viii:  38.  So  Chrift  faid,  "  Becaufe*!  f*id,  I 
**  go  away,  forrow  has  filled  your  hearts."  John  xvi. 
6,  7.  This  is  the  very  rcafon  why  faints  have  the 
Coinfortef,  his  abfence  fills  their  hearts  with  forrow; 
becaufe  when  he  is  gone,  O  the  flraitnefs,  vilenefs  <A 
a  corrupt  heart!  you  fay  it  may  be.  If  tKis  be  not  a 
right  principle,  what  is?  Anf.  To  undermine  all  falfe 
works;  O  therefore,  feel  this  plague!  If  ever  God 
works  this  grace,  feel  you  muft  the  want  of  it;  and  if 
you  do  mourn,  then  you  are  under  it:  and  O  moufn^ 

1.  By  confidering  the  evilof  it,  you  can  mourn  after 
a  dead  father,  and  fhall  you  not  over  a  dead  heart. 

2.  To  think  there  fhould  be  fo  much  Spirit  in  Chrift^ 
and  not  a  drop  for  me.  Is  he  fo  angrj^  with  me  ? 
Sec  therefore  I  pray  vou  that  you  are  led  by  ill  prin- 
ciples, or  falfe  principles.  I  pray,  but  fclf-love  fets 
mea-work;  I  profefs,  but  praife  of  men  afts  me;  I 
obferve  duties  in  fecret,  but  .natural  confcience  only 
carries  me.  No  furer  fign  of  ruin,  than  for  the  Lord 
to  hide  thefc  things  from  you ;  nor  of  h)ve,  than  when 
he  Ihews  this,  and  gives  you  not  only  fenfe  of  foaie 
one  aft,  but  a  fpirit  of  heavinefs. under  this.  This 
empties  the  veffel,  and  fo  m^kes  us  veifels  of  honour: 
do  not  therefore  fet  thyfelf  fo  much  to  do,  as  to  fee 
where  thy  evil  principle  is,  in  all  thou  doft.    '     »     ' 

Means  2:  Repair  now  to  the  fountain  of  life,  for  a 
principle  of  life  from  him,  and  fetch  it  from  him. 

^tftion.  What  is  that  ?  and  how  fliall  1  fetch  it 
from  him"? 

Anfwer.  I.  It  is  not  a  man's  own  ftrivtng;  a  man 
may  imitate  nature,  but  cannot  make  nature:  All 
&e  world  cantioi  make  onh,  poor  flie.    And  as  it  is 

artis 
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4irth  celare  artem^  ft)  whea  he  hath  done  be  fssy  4e« 
ceive  hlmfelf  and  others,  but  nothing  elfe*  *^  Bom 
**  not  of  the  will  of  man:'^  A  man  is  m  great  dif- 
trefs  of  coofcienci  for  fm  paft^  fear  of  death  for  time 
to  comC)  and  now  he  comes  juil  as  far  as  a  devil:  tbea 
prays,  Lord  fave  me,  and- now  comes  as  far  as  nature 
can  carry  him,  and  therefore  is  eafed,  and  now  lie 
hath  Saun's  black  feal  upon  him,  and  felf-flattery 
hath  carried  him  on.  The  fountain  of  life  is  sot 
Ijere.  '^ 

2.  It  is  not  the  law,  it  convinceth  one,  and  he  com- 
plains; it  condemns  another,  and  he  cries  out;  it  irri- 
tates another,  and  he  falls  to' do  what  he^can;  but  the 
law  cannot  give  life.  Gal.  iii.  2i. 

3.  It  is  not  bare  ordinanqss^  whi(^h  are  of  themfelves 
but  hufks  and  fliells,  and  empty  pipes;  witnefs  theories 
of  many  a  man  fabbath  after  fabhatb,  no  life,  and  that 
for  a  long  time :  nay,  he  grov(^s  worfe. 

4.  It  is  not  God  fimply  coniidered,  he  is  indeed  the 
fountain  of  life,  but  fm  has  fealed  that  fountain;  hence 
many  a'  one  goes  to  him,  and  departs  from  him  with 
frowns. 

5.  Where  is  life  then?  In  Chrift:  I  know  he  is 
Lord  and  Prince  of  life.  Yet  confider,  as  God-man 
no  life  is  in  him  for  you,  as>  to  be  communicated  to 
you.  Wjhere  then  ?  It  is  in  the  blood  and  death  of 
the  Lord  of  life.  You  are  ready  to  undervalue  this 
life.  O  confider,  what  it  nuift  coft  the  Son  of  God? 
aifd  where  it  muft  lie,  Heb.  ix.  14.  "  If  bulls  and 
**^  goats  blood  wa(hed  the  flefh,  much  more  .this 
**  blood,"  &c.  Many  a  man  feels  a  blind,  dead  heart, 
and  all  duties  dead:  and  hence  ufes  many  perfuaii* 
ons  to  himfelf,  yet  they  continue  fo  dill,  becaufe  he 
never  looks  tb  this  bloo^j.  There  is  this  esrcellency 
in  Chrift's  blood,  not  only  to  cleanfe  from  guilt,  aod 
power  of  fin,  but  from  dead  works,  ^nd  none^elfe  can- 

*        •  '  Now 
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Nowtbcrefore  repair  hitljprforit;  know  what  your 
lives  will  add  mall  coll. 

Now  how  Ihall  jtlris  be  done? 

Anfmer^  Iv  Prize  this  blood,  and  fatisfy  thy  foul 
with  it ;  choofe  it,  and  reft  in  it,  in  the  Lord  himfclf 
as  fufficient,  John.vi.  53.  "  Except  ya  cat  and  drink,'* 
&c.  many  accoui^t  it  a  common  thing;  you  receive  it 
not  then,  but  trample  it  under  your,  feet ;  many  efteem 
of  it,  but  they  feel  not  themfelves  with  it,  nor  quiet 
their  hearts  with  life  there  firll:  and  henge  it  falls  out 
thus.     '  "    . 

2.  Keep  this  rule,  content  not  thyfelf  with  that  mca- 
fure  which  thou  haft  from  Chrift,  bat  be  thankful  for 
it,  and  falling  fhort,  call  e^ver  for  more;  but  fatiate 
tbyfelf  with  that  which  is  in  Chrill. 

If  thou  canft  not  do  this,  if  it  is  beyond  thy  ftrength» 
then  confider  Chrid  has  words  of  life,  John  vi.  O  beg 
for  that,  and  for  thofe  words?  **  Hear  what  the  Lord 
**  will  fay,''  Pfal.  Iv.  8.  You  cannot  fee  nor  come 
taChrift:  then  ♦*  Hear,  and  your  fouls  Ihall  live." 
Who  knows  what  the  Lord  may  do.  It  is  not  poffible 
for  man  to  do  it,  but  the  Lord  Jefus  may  and  can. 

O  then  you  that  have  this  principle,  let  all  your  \ 
anions  iffue  and  fpringjrora  hence!  As  P^ul. ex- 
horted Timothy,-  **  Stir  up  that  gift  ihat  is  in  thee. 
**  Up  Deborah,  up.  Awake  harp  and  lute,"  faith 
David.  Do  iiot  fay,  I  can  do  nothing,  and  fo  the 
Lord  muft  do  all;  do  not  fay,  I  have  a  dead  heart, 
and  can  do  nothing,  but  flir  it  up.  It  was  the  Lord's^ 
complaint',  Ifa.  Ixiv..  7.-  *'  None  took  holdof  the 
**  Lord,  nor  ftirred  up  himfelf"  lo  that  end.  It 
may  be  fome  of  you  Ixave  fome  ftrength.  O  put  it 
forth  ?  I  know  all  flrength  is  from  Chrift,  but  there 
is  a  permanent  ftrength  in  you.  You  are  not  dead  to 
?»vt,  you  wrong  the  Lord  and  his  grace  if  you  think 
fo.  As  It  is  a  heavy  fm  to  Ihujt  up-and  imprifon  na- 
tural truth,  Rom?  i,  18.     So  much  more  the  powv 


39^  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

of  grace.  Othcris  have  loft  it,  O  recover  it!  And 
hence  Paul,  prays  for  this  earneftly,  Eph.  iil.  15. 
••  The  Lord  ftrengthen  you  with  might  in  the  inner 
"  man."  And  therefore  put  this  forth  to  aft,  and  be 
fure  you  aft  only  from  the  Sj)irit  of  grace. 
'    ^ftion.     Ho^Xr  Ihall  I  do  this? 

Anfwer.  I.  Set  the  Lord  Jefus  in  all  his  glory 
before  you.  There  is  that  excellency  of  the  know- 
ledge of  Chrift's  perfon,  that  it  makes  us  be  and  live 
like  him,  and  aaiording  to  the  propinquity  of  our  fouls 
and  eyes  to  Ghrift,  fo  we  are  like  him.  As  it  is  with 
the  fun^  when  it  is  gone  from  the  earth,  there  are  not 
fo  much  as  leaves  on  the  trees;  yet  when  it  returns^ 
the  trees  bring  forth  fruit.  Or  as  it  is  in  heaven, 
X  John  iii.  2.  fo  in  this  life,  when  we  fee  him  in  a  gla&, 
1  Cor.  iii.  18.  That  look  as  it  is. with  an  ambitious 
man,  when  he  is  in  the  prefence  of  men  he  will  mani- 
feft  all  his  excellency,  nothing  {hall  be  done  to  gain 
difcredit.  So  if  the  Lord  and  his  life  be  your  excel- 
lency, when  you  fee  Ghrift,  you  will  approve  your- 
felves  to  him.  See  him  therefore  beholding  and  ac- 
cepting; and  that  grace  you  would  put  forth,  fee  it  in 
him:  it  is  ftrange  to  fee  what  a  fiream  of  Spirit  comes 
fometimes  this  way. 

2.  Keep  the  repiembrance  of  the  exceeding  great- 
nefs  of  his  love  frelh  in  your  minds,  in  that  **  he  has 
.  V*  quickened  you,"  Eph.  ii.  4,  5.  and  that  this  life 
was  by  his  death.  All  the  flowers,  of  the  field  caft 
their  favour  but  for  a  time,  and  then  away  with  them  ; 
but  Chrift's  love  and  Chrift^s  death  do  ufually  always 
breathe  a  favour  of  life  to  a  finccre  heart,  that  never 
knew  what  the  fting  of  death  meant,  2  Cor.  v.  14, 15. 
Chrift  loves  ChriRians,  becaufe  he  died  that  we  fhould 
live.  But  how  ?  Becaufe  we  thus  judged^.  God  has 
made  man  an  agent  by  c^unfel :  Now  fome  Ghriftians 
go  to  the  Lord  to  help  them,  but  fet  not  prayer  of 
faith  a-work,  and  hence  have  no  water  of  life.  Some 
do,  but  \}fe  .not  other  means  to  fet  the  underilandiog 

(the 
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'(the  mind  of  faith,)  on  wprk,  to  quicken  it  up  to  aft> 
and  fo  would  have  life  brought  in,  but  not  by  the  right 
door;  an  empty  veffcl  will  hot  be  full  of  tliis  w^tcr  till 
now,  that  the  mouth  of  the  underftandin^  is  open* 
Now  many  things  are  to  be  confidered  to  aft  every 
grace,  as  God^s  command  and  promift,  ^c.  But 
this  is  that  which  in  the  general  quickens,  O  Chrift's 
love,  wliich  conftrains  the  foul  to  live  to  hiip;  Ac- 
'cording  as  a  man  thus  receives  from  Chrift,  fo  he  re- 
turns to  him.  As  it  is  obfefved,  one  fign  that  when 
a  people  vifit  not  their  minifter,  they  receive  no  good; 
fohere:  That  is  a  fign  of  a  decaying  Chriftian,  for 
tifually'thcy  that  get  good  by  Chrift,  cannot  by  their 
good- will  ft  ay  away  from  Chrift.  So  then,  the  foul 
will  return  in  all  fruitful  obedience  to  the  Lord,  when 
he  receives  the  fweet  of 'the  love  of  the  Lord,  The 
Lord  doth  me  good  methinks,  and  hence  he  follows 
the  Lord.  Satan  hence  prevails  with  the  heart,  bc- 
caufe  of  its  external  objefls,  and  a  party  within;  fo 
here  Chrift  prevails,  becaufe  there  is  a  party  within^ 
when  external  objefts  are  propounded.  Let  a  man 
have  life,  if  he  Have  no  food  he  wilt  never  live.  If 
bread  be  before  him,  and  be  feed  not  on  it,  and  tbac 
abundantly,  he  will  never  have  ftrength,  fo  this  love 
©fChriftinus,  is  life  in  us,  and  food  for  us. 

3.  Famifti  the  contrary  principle,  the  ftrength 
whereof  is  by  fucking  in  the  fw^et,  and  receiving  in 
carnal  content  from  the  creature,  Rom.,  xiii.  14. 
**  Put  on  the  Lord  Jefus,"'  his  Spirit,  his  righteouf- 
uefs,  his  life,  his  graces,  "  Make  no  provifion  for 
**  the  fleih.'*  JMany  Chriftians  look  up  to  Chrift  in 
*11  means,  but  can  do  nothing,  becaufe  they  have  fome 
delight  either  in  lawful  or  unlawful  things,  that  lies 
between  him  and  Chrift.  Hence  that  grows  ftrong,  the 
other  feeble. 

4'  Die  to  all  felf-confidedce  in  grace  received,  or 
fclf-contcntment  witlv  any  meafure  of  it;  for  thereby 

you 


398  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

you  ftop  the  Spirit:  for  we  of  ourfelves  cannot  think  a 
good  thought.^  Therefore  be  Ilrong  in  CKrift,  and 
hence,  Epii.  vL  10^  11;  12.  A  raan  is-apt  to  fall  to 
a  double  extreme,  to  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord  without 
putting  on' graces;,  and  to  trull  to  thera  without  being 
ftrong  in  him.  Corn  muft  die  before  it  lives,  fo  muft 
you;  and  rell  not  content  with  the  meafure  received, 
but  look  for. more,  and  hence  be  thankful,  and  fay,  it 
is  not  I,  but  Chriil;  yet  look  for  mope.   ^ 

5.  If  no  tneaus  come- to  give  ftrcngth,  conlider 
fadly  if  you  have  not  broken  covenant  with  God,  as 
in  Samfon's  cafe,  God  was  in  covenant  with  him,  but 
be  had  broken  it  on  his  [3art,  heqce  his  ilrength  was 
gone.  I  know  no  place  that  breeds  men  of  larger 
covenants  than  this  place,  by  Tea  and  land,  perTooal, 
and  cfpecially  church-covenants.  Now  thy  ftrength 
is  gone.  Doll  thou  not  live  in  breach  of  covenant?  Not 
Only  it  is  broken,  but  you  live  in  it.  You  covenant 
to  cleave  to  the  Lord,  or  if  you  depart,  to  return  foon 
again,  but  you  lie  in  your  falls.  Nay  your  covenant 
and  returning  heals  your  horror  only,  not  your  iim 
You  covenant  Co  love  brethren  dearly;  but  a  little 
offence  oi\e  gives,  or  hopes  of  a  bigger  lot,  will  tempt 
thy  heart  to  leave  them  to  their  own  (hifts.  You  co- 
ve'UanL  to  fcbiwit  to  ofilcers  in  the  Lord,  but  feme 
take  liberty  to  fpcnk  what  they  will,  and  others  do 
what  rliey  lift.  To  watch  over  your  brethren,  to  put 
life  in  them,  but  you  grow  a  llranger,  and  it  may  be 
fee  them  not  once  in  a  quarter,  iinlefs  at  church.  But 
gan  it  be  fa  id  they  are  any  better  for  thee?  G  your 
fins  are  double,  and  hence  your  plagues  of  heart  are 
worfe  now,  more  hard  to  be  wrought  upon,  and 
hence  fin  and  Satan  lead  you,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  57.  60^  61. 
P  confider  this  fin,  the  Orengih  of  God  is  taken  as 
captain  of  tlie  camp,  that  when  you  cry,  Lord  help 
me,  th^jre  it  is.     But  ala&I  it  is  gone  from  you, .  and 

it 
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it  is  in  Satan's  hand,  not  only^  your  ftrcngth,  but 
God's  ftrengih,  and  the  foul  is  taken  captive.  O 
therefore  mourn  for*this^  led  you  mourn  at  lalh 

CHAP.   XIX.    SECT.    I. 

Sbe^ttb  that  there  itfucb  afulnefs  or  menfure  of  Grace 
in  the  heart  of  Believers^  which  the  moft  refined  Hy^ 
pocrites  never  arife  unto 

boll.  3.  npHAT  there  is  a  certain  plenitude,  ful- 
-■-    nefs,  or  full  meafure  of  the  Spirit  of 
grace  in'the  hearts  of  the  faithful,  which  the  mod  glo- 
rious, yet  unfound  profeffors  of  virgin-churches  want, 
and  have  not  in  their  veffels,  but  fall  fliort  of, 

Juft  as  thefe  fooiifh  virgins,  they  had  their  lamps, 
a-burning  and  fliining  profcflion.  And  had  they  no 
more?  Yes  furely,  for  their  lamp  how  could  it  burn, 
but  by  means  of  fome  oil  ?  They  had  'their  w^ck 
touched  and  dipped  in  oil,  fome  lighter  ftrokes  and 
fuperficial  inipreflions  of  the  Spirit*  They  had  not 
their  veffels  filled  with  oil,  they  had  not  this  degree 
and  full  m^afure  of  the  Spirit.  This  they  fell  (hort 
of,  and  "herein  appeared  the  difference.  There  are  ' 
certain  inward'  touches,  an  inward  lighter  dye  of 
God's  Spirit,-  which  ferves  to  beget  a  moft  Eminent 
profeffion  before  men,  but  never  to  make  the  foul 
fincerd  indeed  before  the  eyes  of  God.  That  look  as 
fome  naturalifls  make  three  or  four  kinds  of  life,  'dif- 
fering only  as.  higher  or  lower  degrees  of  life,  though 
.notof  the  fame  life;  as  plants  have  a  vegetative  life 
only  to  grow,  but  no  fenfitive  to  fee;  becaufe  their 
forms  are  more  drowned  in  their  matter;  fenfitive 
in  beads,  yet  not  rational;  rational  in  men,  but  not  an- 
gelical, &c.     So  here,  a  greater  'degree  of  the  Spirit^s 

working   ' 
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workingt  makes  a  difference  in  kind  between  Chrifti* 

.  an  and  Chriilian.  It  is  the  Spirit  that  makes  a  mz% 
live,  it  is  the  fanie  Spirit  by  a  greater  ftroke,  makes 
a  man  live  the  life  of  God,  Eph.  iv*  18.     Yet  there 

I  are  two  kinds  of  lives  as  far  different  as  fenfitivc  and 
vegetative;  and  though  the  rational  has  both,  yet  it 
is  neither  of  both.  So  though  a  faint  lives  the  Hfeof 
reafon  and  morality,  yet  there  is  another  life  he  has, 
which  doth  differ  from  thofe  of  a 'high  degree,  indof 
another  kind,     I  do  n6t  fay  therefore  that  a  fmccre 

,  ibul  only  has  a  greater  degree  of  the  fame  grace,  but 
tHat  he  is  diftinguiflied  by  a  greater  degree  of  grace 
and  i^orking  of  the  Spirit  of  grace  from  an  unfound 
heart.  As  a  man  may  love  another,  but  not  with  a 
conjugal  love,  here  is  now  a  degree  of  love,  but  not 
of  the  fame  love,  for  it  is  not  a  whit  conjugal ;  it  might 
then  be  fmful  in  fome  men,  fo  it  is  here.  A  man 
that  has  filled  his'  flomach  with  .meat  may  liave  fome 
defire  after  it^  but  not  an  hungry  dcfire,  not  in  that 

'  degree;  hence  not  hungry  at  all.  So  **  the  lluggard 
•'  defires  and  has  not,'*  a  carnal  heart  dcfires,  and 
another  defires  the  Lord  Jefus;  a  carnal  flaggifli  heart 
^efires  and  has  not,  but  another  hungers  and  is  filled; 
.  be  has  not  any  degree  of  the  fame  hunger.  It  is ! 
therefore  granted  there  are  defires,  and joys,'and  light, 
and  grow4:h  in  falfe  hearts,  but  there  is  not  th^tful- 
nefs  of  joy,  that  fulnefs  of  light,  that  fulnefa  of  the  ' 
Spirit  which  is  in  the  faithful,  and  here  they  ever  M 
lliort.     Yet  note, 

\.  There  is  not  a  perfeft^meafure ;  nor  the  fulnefi 
that  (hall  be  when  our  fouls  Ihall  be  gathered  ta  them 
that  are  made  perfect. 

'2.  Nor  yet  that  there  is  that  fulnefs  the  faints  aim 
at;  for  it  is  the  refurreaion  they  ain>  at,  Phil.  iii.  ih 

3.  Nor  yet  a  glutting  fulnefs,  that  men  Kave  m»o- 
na^enough;  and  fay,  the  main  work  Is  wrought,  aoi 
that  is  enough;  no(  fuch  a  fulnefs  as  fatisfies  their  ap- 
petite 
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petite  ffom  longing  for  more.  But  which  fatisfies  and 
quieu  their  conicience  in  regard  of  the  uprighiaefs  of 
their  fouls  before  Lord«" 

SECT.    11.    . 

IjUT  for  the  more  full  and  clear  explication  of  this 
point,  I  (hall  ihew  you  ihefe  three  things : 

1.  That  hypocrites  may  have  fome  inward  touches 
of  God's  Spirit. 

2.  That  the  very  reafon  of  their  falfenefs  is,  becauft 
they  have  no  more  than  fuch  touches  or  ftrokes. 

3.  That  there  is  a  fulnefs  the  faints  come  to,  which 
ot)iers  want. 

To  be  fliewed, — i.  Pofuively. — 2.  Negatively. 

i  That  hypocrites  may  have  not  only  outward 
fiiews,  but  fome  inward  lighter  ftrokes  of  God^g 
Bpirit.     As, 

!•  Of  the  Spirit  reftraining  and  confiniogt  nay  be* 
numbing  of  corruption,  as  Paul  was  blamtlefs,  nay  ha 
bad  no  miiid  nor  will  to  many  fins,  nay  did  not  think 
he  had  any  living  contempt  and  enmity  of  God  in  his 
^tart.  Hence,  Rom.  vii.  9-  It  is  faid,  *'  When  the 
••command  came,  fin  revived."  Was  il  not  living 
before?  Ye«,  but  it  was  afleep,  it  was  bcnumbcdf 
like  cold  fnakes,  but  not  killed. 

2.  Of  the  Spirit  preventing  and  exciting  unto  many,^ 
wy,  to  any  duty  of  the  law  in  general,  and  that 
fcmetirae  by  fears  pf  mifcry  and  terrors  of  the  law^ 
Dcut.  V.  ^3.  And  Ibmetimc  by  love  and  mercy^ 
inorafly  affefting  the  heart,  Exod.  xix.  4>  5,  6.  •*  You 
**  have  heard  what  the  Lord  hath  done :  Will  yoa 
"  now  enter  into  covenant  ?'*  Yes :  yet  what  is  faid 
^fthem?  Pfalm  Ixxviii.  37.  "They  were  falfe  ia 
"  God's  covenant." 

3..  There  may  be  fome  c>perative  and  quickemng 
pace  of  the  gofpel,  Heb.  vi.  4.  *^  They  we)re  enlight* 
"  cued,"  &c. 

Cc  4.There 
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4.  There  may  be  fomc  edifying  and  co-opcraAif 
gifts  of  law  ^ndgofpel,  whereby  a  man  may  not  cmly 
be  iifeful  aud  helpful  to  fome,  but  to  the  church  of 
God,  as  thofe  that  did  prophefy  in  Chrift's  name. 
And  thefe  may  be  fo  inward,  that  they  think  thctn- 
felves  clean  and  fincere  ;  as  Abimelcch, 

II.  That   the   reafon  of  their  unfoundnefs  is,  be- 
•  caufe  they  have  no  more  than  lighter  Arokes  of  Goi'i 
Spirit. 

As  I  might  fhew  in  all  thefe,  Paul  is  blaraelefs,  yet 
far  enough  from  having  fm   mortified  by  Chrill,  and 
hence  profefleth,  *'  We  did  ferve  divers  lulls,"  Titua 
Hi.  3.     The  Ifraelites  cry  out,"  **  They  will  do  what 
*'  God  will  have  them  :'*    Yet,   "  O  that  there  were 
**  fuch  an  heart  !'*    Deut,  v.  29.     They,  in  Hcb.  vi. 
**  were  enlightened  and  tailed,*'  yet  fell.     He  there- 
fore adds,  **  We  are  perfuaded  (vcr.  9.)  better  things 
•^  of  you."     They  did  "  prophefy  in  Chrift's  name," 
M?itth.  yii>  yet  **^  depart  from  me,  ye  workers  of  ini* 
**  qaity."     But  fee  it  more  particularly,  Mark  xii.33'' 
-  Saith  the   Scribe   to  him,  *♦  To  love  the  Lord  is  bet- 
•*  ter  than  all  burnt- offerings."     Some  Jews  did  reft 
there,  but  neglected  the  inward  vvork ;  but  this  man' 
the  inward  work  was   prized  in  his  judgment,  hchai' 
both  profeflion    and    fome   affcftion  :     And   was  hc^ 
now  entered   into  thelcingdom  of  God  ?    No.     Herc< 
\Kras  his  wound,     he  fell  fliort  of  it  fome    degree! 
Hence  it  is  faid,  **  Thon  art  not  far  from  the  kingdom 
of  God."     So  the  Ifraelites,  why  did  not  they  enter?  1 
Was  not  the  land  good  ?    O  yes  I    That  report  th« 
word  of  the  fpies  brought :    But  their  hearts  were  I 
not  taken  with  the  goodnefs  of  it,   as  Caleb's  andi 

iofhuah's    were.     And   hence   they   were    fliut  outi ; 
fumb.  xiii.  27.  and  xiv.  7,  8.  24.     So  it  is  Sere.  So 
an  unfound  heart  may  be  enlightened,  as  ■  it  is  there,  ^ 
tteb.  vi.  4,  5.     But  there  is  a  matvelldus  light  whid*  1 
^  they  t\e ver  have,  they  have  not  tich  a  degree,  i  Pet.  ii.  9'  ^ 
And  hence,  Deut.  xxix.  2,  3,  4.   "  The  Lord  Jra«J 
-  .  "not  I 
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"  not  given  you  eyes'  to  fee  to  this  day.**  iDld  the 
Lord  give  therrf  no  eyes  to  lee,  no  hearts  to  be  afFcft- 
td  with  what  they  did  fee  ?  Why  came  they  then  out 
ofEgypt?'Why  did  they  fing  when  they  faw  Pha- 
raoh drowned  h  Why,  they  had  not  fuch  eyes  and 
fuch  hearts  as  Mofes  had,  not  unto  that  day. 

So  for  turning  to  the  Lord.     Do  not  many  unfound  ' 
h^rts  turn  over  a  new  leaf  ?    Do  ihey  not;  not  only- 
'outwardly,  but  inwardly  too?  Where  is  the  flaw  then? 
h  the  degree,  Jer.  iii.  10.'  *'  Judah  has  not  turned 
"  with  her  whole  heart,  but  treacheroufly."    So  there 
J^ay  be  fome  growth   and  life  in  falfe  unfound  hearts^  ' 
that  may  after  away  :  but  where  is  the  wound?  Look 
Iq  the  parable  of  the  feed;  .fome,  grew  not  at  all ; 
fome  did  grow,  but  not  having  depth  of  earth,   fell ' 
*gain:    Others  fell  not  in  perfecution,  but  there  were 
the  roots  of  thonas  tl^t  chbaked   the  feed  ;  the  good 
pound's  feed   came  to  ripenefs   and  fulnefs  of  fruit, 
though  fome    in   a  .greater  degree   than  others;   yet 
none  at  all   (no  ripe  fruit)  in  the  reft.     Hence'  the  . 
l-ord  is  faid  to  **  weigh  the  heart,"  Prov.  xi.  2.   Men 
think  they  are  humbled,  and  do  believe,  but  God  finds 
them  too  light,"  as  "Belfhazzar  was  weighed  and  found 
**too  ligh^'^   And  thus.it  will  be  fcen  at  the  laft  day, 
F^^en  Chrift  JeTus  Ihall  appear,   that  all'the  motl  glo- 
rious profeffion  of  many  -a  man  is  therefore  rcjefted^ 
becaure-founJ  too  light.  - 

IH.  That  there  is  a  fulnefs  which  the  faints  have, 
»nd  which  otliers  fall  fliort  of.     Which  I  (hall  fhew, 

1.  Pofitively  and  affirmatively  from  what  has  been 
laid.  Prov.  xii.  26.  **  The  righteous  iff  more,  excel* 
*leirt."  John  xiv.  17.  "Whom  the  world  cannot 
1^  receive,  becaufe  it  knows  him  not."  There  is  that 
j^pirit  in  faints  which  no.  unregejierate  man  .knows, 
ieijce  defires  not.  Becaufe,  he  dwells  in  you,  he  doth 
lot  only  fend  fome  gifts,  or  work  fomewhat  there, 
?«t  he  dwells  there,  he  .fills,  the  heart.  Hence  U.e, 
^^^  .of  Chriff  s  death  is,'  "  to  purchafe  to  hirafelf  a- 
i  C  c  2  '  *'  p€ci\- 
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••  peculiar  people,"  Tit. .ii.  14-  **  Offuch  a  fplrit,  fuch 
a  bolinefs  that  only  themfelves  know.  S.>  it  is  that 
which  all  the  prophets  prefs  to,  to  a  higher  pitch ;  aod 
henctf  that  charge  of  Joili.  xxii*  5.  And  it  is  a  pecu- 
liar fruit  of  eleftion,  Eph.  i.  4.  i.  To  be  holy* 
I.  Before  him.     3.  In  love. 

U.  Negatively,  If  there  fhould  net  be  fuch  a  dif- 
tiaguifliing  fulnefs, 

I.  Then  the  whole  miniftry  of  Chrift  is  in  vaia# 
and  fo  deftroyed;  for  what  is  the  end  of  that,,  tbu 
God  raifelh  up  any  minlfters  in  the  church,  but  this, 
A£ts  xxvi.  18..  **  To  turn  men  from  darknefs  tolight.^ 
If  thifi  light  was  only  that  in  Heb.  vi.  4.  then  the  emi 
of  the  miniftry  was  to  work  hypocrify.  "  And  froqi 
"  the  power  of.  Satan  to  God,"  there  the  Lord  Icavc^ 
them  not,  ••  but  that  they  may  receive  rcmiffion  d 
"  fins,"  &c. 

a.  If  there  Ihould  not  be  this  fulnefs,  moft  of  the 
pronSifes  ihould  be  deftroyed,  and  God's  faithfalncfe 
fail,  and  the  faints  be  deceived.  For  promifeaai^ 
made  to  them  that  mourn,  to  them  that  hunger,  ts 
them- that  believe,  Sec.  Now  many  hypocrites  mourni 
and  defire,  and  the  ftony  ground  believed.  Thenil 
feeras  the  promifc  is  not  true.  Yes,  and  therefori 
there  muft  be  another  kind  of  mourniVig,  another  aaJ 
higher  degree  of  the  Spirit  of  faith,  See.  /.  e.  act  ol 
the  fame  faith,  but  of  another  kind  of  faith. 

3.  If  not,. then  all  Chriftian  endeavour  aAer  ahigbcf 
meafure  of  grace  fliould  be  deftroyed.  For  if  any 
man  only  has  Chrift  in  his  eye,  that  be  may  have  hiO| 
I  fay,  that  is  fweet ;  but  I  fay,  you  ftiall  never  have  hio, 
unlefs  you  receive  him.  O  but  many  receive  himJ 
as  John  ii.  13.  yet  Chrift  **  committed  not  himfelfM 
**  them,  for  he  law  what  they  were.  Now  thc»: 
fore  if  you  regard  not  the  meafure,  /.  e.  fuch  a  kili 
of  receiving  of  him,  you  will  never  feek  for  it,  jtfi^ 
for  it,  nor  learn  to  know  it.  And  hence  it  is  faid^  Pwfi 
xy.  a4»  **  The  way  of  life  is  above  to  the  righteous:* 
-    '  fi 

i 
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1  /If  it  were  tw>t  above,  q(  that  hcighti  he  would  never 
i  come  ovcf  difficulties  to  it.        ' 

4.  If  not,  there  is  no'  true  hope  that  any  man  taa 

htve :  but  it  is  utterly  deflroyed,  1  John  iii.  3.  **  He 

I  *'  that  has  this  hope,  purgeth  himfclt*"    I  am  as  good 

I  as  fuch  a  one :    But,  '*  As  Chrift  is  pure ;"  that  U 

I   his  copy  and  his  pattern. 

I      5.  The  very  people  of  God  aredcftroyed  from  hav- 
I    ing  a  being  in  the  world,  if  this  meafure  makes  not  ^ 
I  the  difference-  .  Jf  it  be  replied,  the  Lordjefus  makes 
I    the  difference.     It  is  very  true,   ihofe  that  arc   in, 
I   covenanx,  they  have  God  to  be  their  God,  that  makea 
J  one  difference;    but  if  there  be   not   forae  peculiar 
I   workmanfhip  of  the  Spirit  in  them,   then,  though  they 
have  God  their  God,  yet  the  fecond  part  of  the  cove- 
nant is  d^ftroyed,  /.  e*  they  are  not  the  ^Lord's  pe- 
culiar people  that  have  more  than  common  wafli-work. 
For  we  are  not  only  the  Lord's   people   by  choice 
;  and  purchafe,  but  by  new  creation  alfo»  Ifaiah  Ixiv* 

I    7.8,9- 

i  •  * 

SECT.    III. 

Ufc  Jp  iTENCE  we  fee  the  fight  of  no  gcace  is 
no  part  of  a  Ghriftian's  grace  and  holinefs*  The  five 
foolilh  virgins  were  not  fhut  out  becaufe  they  did  not 
fee  they  had  no  oil,  but  becaufe  when  they  did  fee  it, 
(as  the  Lord  will  make  you  fee  it  firft  or  laft)  they  did 
not  get  fuch  a  meafure  and  quantity  of  it  as  might  fill 
their  veffel.  You  may  go  down  to  hell  with  Complaints 
I  have  nothing,  unlefs  the  eternal  Spirit  work  fon*?- 
thing  at  laft  in  you. 

Ufe  2.  Hence  take  heed  of  querching  and  limiting 
the  Spirit  of  God,  when  it  is  working  upon,  and 
breathing  in  your  hearts  at  any  time,  in  any  means. 
Becaufe  you  may  then  fall  fliort  cf  this  meafure  of  it, 
and  fo  be  (hut  out  at  laft.  Look,  as  it  was  with  th^- 
Ifraclites,  it  is  faid  of  them,  that  **  they  could  not 
'    C  c  3  '       i«  drive 
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**  drive  out  the  Canaanites,"  /.  e*  they  would  not  by 
realbn  of  their  floth;  and  hence  they  were  pricks, 
nay  fnares  to  them.  So  the  Lord  begins  to  work 
flrangely  upon  fome  men,  but  they  are  prcfently  hum- 
ble enough,  and  have  comfort  enough,  and  grace 
enough,'  and  cannot  be  better,  and  iience  God  makes 
ihsir  fins  fnares  r^J  thorn^,  to  iheir  forrow  and  ntia 
afterward.  Nay,  beloved,  many  a  one  will  qacnd 
the  Spirit.     O  take  heed  of  it !     Thus, 

1.  The  Spirit  not  only  convinceth,  but  humbte- 
his  heart,  and  ihakes  his  fpirit  with  fears  of  fm.  Now 
what  fliould  h6  do  ?  He  fliould  welcome  it,  -tind  faj, 
O  bleffed  Spirit,  doll  thou  begin  to  call  me  down  to 
the  duft  for  my  fm,  before  I  am  caft  to  hell  for  myCfl! 
'What  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  O  humble  me  more. 
Give  me  not  only  an  aft  of  heavinefs,  but  a  fpirit  of 
heavinefs  ?  As  Ihe  faid  of  afBi£lion,  **  I  pray  God  this 
-**  plaifter  may  never  ceafe  cleaving,  till  healed."— 
Now  what  do  many  men  ?  Why  either  game  it,  or 
work  it,  or  fleep  it  away.  The  young  man  will  cot 
fo  foon  lofe  all  his  mirth  :  The  man  that  has  thought 
his^eftate  good  fo  long,  will  not  believe  it  is  fo  withhiQ 
jiow.  Or  as  Solomon  fpeaks  of  God's  hand,  he  grovs 
weary  of  his  chaftifement,  and  fo  cafts  it  off,  andcatci- 
eth  hold  on  Chrlft  and  comfort,  and  there  ftays,  .be- 
fore the  Spirit  has  done  it, 

5.  If  they  dare  not  Ihake  it  off  thus  till  the  Spirit  eaf- 
eth,  then  they  fatisfy  themfelves  with  fbme  hopes  the 
Lord  gives,  and  fome  talle  of  his  fwectnefs,  before 
ihey  are  fs^tisfied  with  it,  as  thofe  did,  Heb:  vi.  4,  5- 
And  hence,  Plalm  xc.  14,  "  O  fatisfy  us  with  tly 
*^  mercy,  fo  fliall  we  be  glad  all  the  days  of  our  lives'." 
So  fatisfied,  as  to  live  upon  it.  As  if  you  fhould4& 
-a  man,  could  you  be  contented  it  Ihoald  be  fo,  but  they 
do  not  live  upon  it.  As  if  you  Ihould  alk  a  rasffi 
>.ould  you  be  content  to  be  made  king,  and  corae 
from  beggary  ?  Yes ;  but  he  is  left  there,  it  is  not  faj 
and  hence  lives  a  beggar  ftilh  Mm  cannot  live  With- 
out 
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Wit  their  lufls-  *  Yet  Caith  Chrid,  "  My  flefh  is  meat 
**  indeed,  and  drink  indeed,"  i.  e.  This  gives  real 
confolation,  fatisfaftion  indeed.  And  here  many-  a 
ChriftiaB  Unks,  and  goes  up  and  do^vn  fliort  of  faving 
good. 

3.  Hence  raany  walk  in  fome  defires  which  tfie 
'Spirit  has  wrought,  but  to  break  tlirough  all  difEoultics^ 
ai:J  follow  the  Lord  indeed,  and  come  to  that  they 
'know  they  niuft  indeed,  this'  they  will  not  do,  but 
depart  from  Chrift  forroivful,  and  hope  the  Lord  will 
accept  of  theni ;  and  hence  the  Lord  complains,  Mai. 
i.  8.  ofthis  generation  that  had  defires  in  their  flocks, 
but  lame  ones.  '*  Will  thy  king  accept  this  ?'*  And  fo 
all  their  work  is  overly  and  luperficial  by  fihuing  the 
Spirit-  Thus  tar  you  lliall  go,  but  no  farther.  O 
beloved,  this  is  the  frame  of  a  fincere  jbeart,  the  J-^ord 
tmpties  him,  but  he  is  never  content  that  the  work  is 
done,  but  as  his  want  made  hinv  beg  before,  fo  his 
tafte  makes  him  long  more  now,  as  ]Vlores,uto  fee 
more  of  the  Lord*s  glory  :  As  Paul,  Phil.  iii.  12,^3. 
O  therefore  when  the  Spirit  comes,  intreat  it  to  go  on 
and  finilh.  And  hence  David  begs,'Pfalm  cxix.  132. 
''  O  the  mercy  that  thou  ufert  to  Ihew  to  thera  that. 
*'  love  thy  name  !*!  Why  lb  ?  O  David  faw  mercy  to 
others,  that  fets  God  a-work  to  do  fomtwhat  for  them, 
work  foniewhat  in  them,  but  it  is  not  fuch  mercy. 
,  O  beg  for  that  mercy  that  humbled  others,  quick- 
ned  others,  that  are  now  in  glorj  ;  that,  or  no 
ratrcy,  Lord ! 

%e/>.  How  fliall  1  know  wliether  the  work  is  overly? 

Anf.  I.  If  fudden  and  violent,  it  is  ufually  overly. 
A  pifturc  long  a-drawing  is  exa<ft,  another  foon 
done  is  lightly  done.  A  man  has  leopard- fpois,  which 
in  our  garments  cannot  be  walhed  out  tafily.  Goci's 
thorough-work,  is  feeking  and  fearching.  Hence  vio- 
lent, fudden  forrows  and  joys  ^nd  roiormation  which 
all  were  in   the  llony  ground,  proved  but  uniound, 


Mat, 
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a.  Ge>d  has  thy  time  of  trying  thee,  Mat.  xlii.  The 
leed  was  fowa*  Which  now  is  good  ground  ?  Where 
is  there  fruit  to  be  feen,  and  ripenefs  of  grace  ?  Leak 
upon  perfecuiion,  if  that  doth  not  drive  thee  from 
Chrift.  K  that  doth  not,  fee  if  the  world  doth  not; 
which  by  a  certain  deceit  and  ^cozenage  will  befool 
you.  i  am  perfuadedf  as  CaiWn  is,  that  all  the  feve* 
ral  trials  of  men  are  to  Ihew  them  known  to.themfelves 
and  the  tt^orld,  that  they  be  but  couoterfelts,  and  to 
make  faints  known  to  themfelves  the  better.  AsSaal, 
lie  has  a  temptation  only  of  a  command,  when  be 
had  nothing  to  caufe  him  to  iloop  but  it,  yet  be  fell 
there.  So  it  is  with  many  others  that  God  doth  mnch 
fcr,  he  tries  thcm^  Rora.  v.  5.  '*  Tribulation  wwki 
*♦  trial,  and  that  hope.  Prov,  xvi-  3.  If  you  w4)uW 
know  whether  it  will  hold  weight,  the  trial  will 
tell  you*  Look  you  there,  and  in  fpecial,  if  it  drives 
to  prayer,  fear  not# 
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Wherein  is  given  4t  more  large  ^nd full  account  of  tlst 
Julnefs  of  grace  that  is  in  Believers^  as  to  the  ft^crd 
parts  thereof  and  bow  the  mcji  giorioui  Hypocrixo 
i:otne  Jbort  in  all, 

.    Vfe  3'^  "jV/TAKE  therefore  a  narrow  fearch  wbe^ 
•^^-*-  ther  you   have   this  fulnefs  of  the 
Spirit  or  no. 

^eft.  What  is  this  fulnefs  ? 
Anf  When  the  Spirit  comes  in  the  room  of  th'>fe 
things  which  a  man  is  full  of  now.     For  fulnefs  or 
iilling  implies  emptinefs«  and  the  removal  of  that.     . 
Now  there  are  fix  things  every  man  is  full  of. 
X.  Sin. — 2.  Darknefs.*-— 3.Unbeliefi—- 4.Satao«^ 
5.  Self— 6.  World. 
So  there  is  ainfwerably  in  every  faint, 

r.  A 


1.  A  fultieit  of  humiliation  for  fin. 

a.  A  fiilnefs  of  illutnination  and  revelatiQn»  in  the 
room  of  darknefs. 
:    3.  A  fulnefa  of  fauli,  in  the  room  of  unbelief. 

4*  A  fulneft  of  the  Spirit  itfelf,  in  the  room  of 
Satan. 

5.  Afulnefs  of  fan£tiiication  in  ii£ling  for  God>  as 
their  laft  end,  in  the. room  of  felf-feeking: 
'    6«  A  fulneff  of  glory  and  confolation,  inilead  of 
the  world. 

I.   Fulnefa   of  humiliation  under  fin,  oppofite  to 
fuloefs  of  fm. 

For  every  hypocritical  heart  has  commonly  fome 
humiliation  and  calling  down,  which  is  the  firfl  prifi- 
<:ipie  of  all  his  profeiHon,  and  hence  can  tell  you  of 
hiz  miferable  eilate  that  once  he  lived  in,  and  for 
which  he  was  troubled,  but  it  was  never  deep  enough. 
For  as  there  was  before  his  terrifying,  a  full  power, 
a  fulnefs  of  the  dominion  of  iin,  bis  humiliation  lor  fin, 
never  reached,  never  came  to  that  fulnefs  or  meafure, 
fo  as  to  deliver  the  foul  from  that.  For  I  do  ijot 
account  that  trne  humiliation,  whereby  a  man^s  heart 
h  rent,  troubled  and  tormented  with  fin,  but  whcrew 
hy  it  is  rent  from  fin;  not  from  the  being,  but  from 
the  power ;  not  from  the  bondage  of  fome,  but  yet 
from  the  power  of  all.  For  if  rending  with  fin  Ihould 
be  humiliation,  then  the  devils  fliould  be  more  hum- 
bled than  any.  Then  alfo  a  man  may  have  too  much 
of  humiliation,  and  of  God's  Spirit.  If  rending  from 
the  being  of  all  fin  fliould  be  humiliation,  then  no  man 
.  living  fhould  be  fincerely  humbled  ;  unlefs  we  dream 
rf  an  cOate  of  perfeaion  before  it  comes,  and  of  the 
day  of  triumph  in  the  time  of  warfare.  If  rending 
from  the  bondage  cf  fome  fins  fliould  be  humiliation, 
then  a  raa-n  might  be  truly  humbled  for  fin,  and  yet 
uoder  the  power  of  it.  AnS  -  therefore  look  as  in 
every  one  the  Lord  humbles,  tliere  was  once  a  fulnefs 
of  the  reign  and  power  of  fin  in  the  fiill  ftrength  of 

it; 
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it;  -fo  that  full  meafurc  of  humiliation  which  the  Lord 
works  in  hi^,  it  ever  cornea  to  that  height^  as  to  break 
that  power  down,  Ehud-like,  it  not  only  wounds^ 
flelh,  but  leaves  the  dagger  in  the  heart  of  this  tyrant; 
a  Cor.  X.  5.  '*  The  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  migh- 
"  ty  to  call  down  every  thing  that  exalts  itfclf." 

If  I  Ihouid  leave  this  point  thus,  I  flxould  but  \mt 
you  as  doubtful  as  you  came,  and  fo  in  the  dark ;  thm- 
fore  for  the  better  clearing  of  this  point,  Ictmecxplaia 
five  things  to  you :  the  icope  of  which  is  to  Ihew  you, 
what  I  mean  by  fin,  and  the;»power  of  it,  and  thathu- 
milkiiion  that  removes  it. 

I.  That  befides  the  outward  a£ta  of  fin,  and  inward 
hids  and  breathings  '  of  fin,  and  the  fpiritual  plagues 
with  which  God  ftrikes  men  fpr  fin,  as  blindncfs,  bant 
nefs  of  heart,  there  is  in  every  man  living  another  fin, 
commonly  called  the  fin  of  nature  (as  in  the  ferpcnts,bc- 
fides  thefpittingofpoifon,  their  nature  is  poifonous)  which  ^ 
fin  is  generally  believed  and  confeffed,  but  fell  by  few. 
This  is  called  in  fcripturc  by  thenaraeof  flefti,  John  iil3. 
**  The  law  of  the  members,  the  old  man."  For  as  ill  mca 
there  are  a£lions,  breathings,  and  the  man  himfelf ;  fohcrc: 
which  fin  of  nature  is  the  de-ordination  of  the  whole  man, 
or  a  corrupt  bent  and  fet  of  the  whole  man  againllGod: 
and  it  exprefleth  itfelf  ifi  two  particulars;  i.  In  aeon- 
llant  departing  from  God  in  every  aftion,  civil  and 
moral:  like  a  man  fet  out  of  his  way,  every  ftcp  b« 
poes  is  out;  or  likea  clock  out  of  frame,  every'firokc  is 
falfe,  Pfal.  Iviii.  3.  *'  The.wickcd  go  aftray  from  the 
**  very  womb."  2.  In  fierce,  invincible,  refilling  and 
contradiditig  of  God,  when  he  has  overtaken  the  fool 
todraw  it  home^  and  turn  it  back,  Rom.  viii.  7.  Wc 
account  it  a  doleful  thing  for  Chrift  to  bid  the  foul 
depart  at  the  latt  day,  that  woe  is  pall  upon  all  the 
fons  of  men  by  this  fin  now;  only  with  this 
diiFcrence,  1.  They  are  forced  to  depart  then,  mca 
willingly  depart  now,  and  hafien  away  in  every  thiflg 
from  God,  .as  fad  as  they  can.  2.  They  depart  into 
fire,  thefe  to  broken  cilicrns  of  creatures.    I  do,  3-B^  ' 

lierc  , 
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Jicve  they  would  not  refift  the  Lord,  if  he  Ihould  come 
to  fave  them  from  feparaiion  then  from  him,  this  makes 
nature  refift  him  now. 

II.  That  ihis  fm  of  nature  .is  mod  properly  only  the 
reigning  fm.  The  text  is  evident  for  it,  Rom.  vi.  12. 
*'  Let  not  fm  rcigft,  lo  obey  it  10  the  lulls  thereof.'* 
There  is,  i.  Obedience,  i.e.  the  outward  a£ls.  2.  Lufls, 
the  inward  breathings.  3.  Sm  itfelf,  where  thoie  lufta 
are  :feated.  It  has  been  a  queilion,  what  a  man's 
reigning  nfafier-fm  is,- and  many  difcoveries  have  been 
n)ade  of  particular  fins>  as  that  which  rifeth  and  a- 
wakeneth  fiVil  in  the  morning  with  us,  that  which  rides 
and  labours  a  man  upon,  the  Sabbath-day,  when  the 
Lord  or  fin  mujl  fide  in  triumph  ;*  yet  that  is  the  liii- 
fery  pf  .a  carnal  heart,  that  when  he  gives  his  bcafts 
rell,  yet  fuch  is  fin's  tyranny,  he  being  fin's  beaft, 
that  be  fliall  then  havp  no  retU  .  Now  if  theur  mean- 
ing be,  that  fome  particular  fin  may  be  a  reigning  fin, 
or  a  man's  perfonal  reigning  fin^  then  it  is  true,  Judas 
lovei  his  bag  beil,  and  Achitophd  and  Hamon  their 
honour  belt,  and- Herod  his  whore  moll.  But  if  they 
mean^  a  man's  natural  reigning  fin;  the  reigning  fin 
then,  it  is  not  any  particular  fin  ib  much  as  this, 
Kor  no  fin  is  able'to  reign  over  any  man,  but  by  com- 
mifiion  and  power  from  this.  As  the  weeds  can  never 
grow  tall,  but  by  virtue  of  their  foil  where  they  grow, 
Matth,  XV. '19*  All  the  boughs  flourlfli  by  virtue  of 
the  rock  whence  they  grow.  And  hence  we  ftiall  fee, 
let  Satan  fow  his  feeds  of  pride,  or  lull,  or  paflion  in  a 
st\zn  wliofe  nature  is  clianged,  it  is  iinpofiibfe  they 
ihould  come  to  any  perfection  there,  but  they^will  die 
away  within  a  time,  beciiufe  the  heart  of  the  foul  is 
gone,  and  power  of  fin  removed  ;  and  hence  alfo  it 
comes  to  pafs,  that  a  nian's  maller-fin  may  be 
changed;  thofe  fins  that  are  his  mailer- fins  in 
his  youth,  are  not  in  his  old  age ;  ,  thofe  that 
are -at  one  time,  in  one  place,  are  »ot  in  another/ 
K6w  ihere^  could  never  be  fuch  change  in  govern- 
ors 
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ors  and  ^icewroys,  unlefs  there  were  fome  great 
king,  that  fets  up  one,  and  pulls  down  another,  f^tiM 
fro  imperio;  this  is  therefore  the  reigning  fin,^  which 
has  taken  pofleffion  of  every  part,  which  has  its  hand 
in  every  a£t,  which  pulls  down  one  fin  and  fets  up 
another  under  it,  which  gives  ilrength  to  every  iia 
that  has  any,  which  fights  it  out  till  the  laft:  this  iS| 
I  fay,  the  reigning  fin  ;  hence  thinik  not  that  then  the 
reigning  fin  is  down,  when  your  pcrfonal  fins  are 
deliroyed,  though  it  be  with  a  niofl;  fudden  and  fearful 
deftrudion. 

IIL  That  when  the  Spirit  of  God  humbles  the  ibul 
indeed,  he  ilrikes  the  head,  and  wounds  the  heart  of 
this  fin ;  he  doth  not  only  cut  off  fome  limbs  of  it,  not 
only  bind  it,  but  flay  it  of  its  life  and  power*  That 
as  it  is  with  fome  men,  they  may  have  many  pains, 
gripes,  difeafes,  yet  live  and  recover  again,  but  the 
pangs  are  not  fo  llrong  as  to  feparate  foul  and  body, 
for  then  the  man  is  gone  :  So  a  carnal  heart  he  may 
be  troubled,  and  have  many  gripes  of  confcience,  and 
apply  the  promife,  **  Come  to  me,  you  that  be  weary,'* 
and  fo  he  may  find  reft,  'and  as  he  recovers  his  peace, 
his  fin  recovers  its  flrength ;  but  when  the  pangs  are 
fo  firong  as  feparate  body  and  foul,  fin  of  nature  which 
has  lived  there ;  now  the  man  dies,  now  the  foul 
falls  down  indeed.*  Now  this  effedual  humiliation 
carries  the  foul  unto  Chrift,  and  hence,  Afts  xxvi. 
a 8.  **  Turned  from  the  power  of  fatan  to  God." 
Col.  i.  13.  **  He  has  delivered  us  from  the  power 
*'  of  darkncfs."  And  hence,  Gal.  v.  24.  "  They  that 
*«  be  in  Chrift,  have  crucified  the  fleQi,  as  well  astbe 
**  affsftions  and  lufts  :"  For  if  the  Lord  fhould  only 
]} amble  a  man  for  the  fins  of  a  wicked  life,  and  fome 
wants  in  the  heart,  the  Lord  ihould  only  bruife  Satan's 
heel,  but  never  ftrike  his  head ;  the  Lord  fhouid 
flay  Amaiekites,  but  fpare  the  Agag;  it  is  true,  the 
Lord  ufually  at  firft  converfion  fets  one  fin  upon  the 
foul  that  brings  to  mind  many  other,  and  the  Lord 

humbles 
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humbles  for  them,  and  here  tha  foul  is  apt  to  refl,  as 
many  do,  but  when  the  Lord  comes  indeed  to  work, 
he  cuts  thus  deep,  as  now  I  fpeak,  i  Cor.  xv.  It  is  ' 
faid,  **  The  Lord  muft  reign  till  all  his  enemies  are 
"  put  under  his  feet,"  Look  therefore,  as  this  fin  is 
the  greatcft  enemy  Chrift  hath,  fo  if  he  reigns  in  hea* 
ven,  he  will  be  fare  above  all  other  fins,  to  ftrike  the 
head  of  this,  and  difthrone  this;  and  we  fhall  find 
that  there  may  be  deep  terrors  upon  the  falfe-hearted 
virgins,  but  they  only  affault  the  foul ;  fo  on  faints, 
but  Chrift  then  ftrikes  at  the  fin,  and  faves  the  foul, 
Ifaiah  Ivii.  16,  17.  And  this  I  add,  There  may  be 
ft  great  power  of  Chrift  put  forth  to  humble  the  foul, 
but  mens  hearts  reftft  this;  and  eveh  Pharaoh  was 
humbled,  but  it  is  never  faving,  unlefs  it  ftrike  the 
very  power  and  throne  of  fin,  and  fo  this. fin;  attd 
cow  the  foul  is  humbled  indeed. 

IV,  That  no  unregenerate  man  ever  had  fuch  a 
Ineafure  of  humiliation^  as  afcended  to,  and  ended  iii 
this,  though  he  may  have  all  that  humiliation  which 
is  precedent  unto  this.     As, 

I.  The  Lord  may  arm  firft  fome  few,  and  then 
many  of  the  fins  of  their  lives  upon  them,  fo  as  they 
toay  feel  the  mott  intolerable  burden  of  them ;  not 
only  to  ft  and  convinced  *they  are  moft  grievous  fin* 
ners,  but  to  ftied  many  tears ;  nay,  to  be  fore  troub- 
led and  diftreflcd,  O  the  heavy  wrath  that  lies  upon 
my  foul  t  Thus  Saul,  i  Sam.  xxviii.  15.  And  hence, 
taany  make  heavy  complaints,  O  the  Lord  hears  me 
not !  «  Send  for  Mofes,"  faith  Pharaoh.  "  My  fins 
•*  are  greater  than  I  can  bear,**  faith  Cain.  Nay,  not 
Only  fo,  but  they  may  feel  more  terrors  than  many  of 
the  faints,  as  the  damned  now  ;  for  the  Lord  lays  this 
burden  upon  his  people's  back's  in  meafure,  but  the 
Lord  empties  out  the  whole  feck  upon  them,  and  the 
ground,  of  this  is  but  the  ftiftg  of  fin,  or  the  gnaw- 
ing of  particular-  fins  in  the  cohfcience,  not  the  bur- 
den of  th^  fitt  pf  nature  as  yet. 

2.  Yoji 
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2.  You  will  far,  thefe  fell  from  God,  never  looked 
to  Chrift,  nor  left  tlieir  fitt;  but  I  .have,  -done  fo.  I 
have  feen  the  mercy  of  God  in  the  gofpel,  the  Lord 
Jefus  has  been  revealed  there,  and  1  have  Jccn  fin, 
1  niuft  part  with  my  fin,  if  ever  I  have  him,  and  fo  I 
have.  And  this  you  may  have,  you  may  fee  an  excel- 
lency in  Chrid,  and  be  fo  affc:ded  with  hope  of  his 
tpercy,  anc|  melt  at  the  thoughts  of  his  love,  as  to  caft 
oflf  all  outward  evils  that  thou  haft,  or  the  world  lives 
in,  i  Peter  ii.  20.  So  tifat  thou  mayeft  cfcape  thefe, 
by  coming  to  him  to  remove  them,  and  by  feeing  that 
clfe  thou  Ihalt  have  none  of  him;  and  hence  hated, 
thou  mayett  be  of  the  world.  The  reafon  is,  Chrift 
ha^  only  wafticd  thy  Ikin,  but  never  changed  thy  na- 
ture as  yet,  fo  that  you  may  thank  God  my  confqiencs 
is  clear. 

3.  You  may  have  not  only  outward  a£ls,  but  for  a 
time  inward  lulls  quenched,  that  a  nian  has  no  mind 
nor  heart  to  any  fmful  way,  nor  to  the  deareft  fins  he  • 
has  lived  in,  whilli  horror  lies  upon  him.  As  in  Ju- 
das, when  God  did  heat  his  confcience,  his  lufl  after 
his  bag  was  gone,  he  k^d  more  mind  to  an  balteV;  and 
hence  throws  away  his  pieces  of  filver,  and  innocent 
blood  Ires  heavy,  O  the  mercy  of  a  Chrift  that  I 
have  flighted!  He  thought  he  might  have  his  money 
end  Chrift  efcape  with  bis  life,  and  his  fin  pardoned 
afterward.  And  hence  it  is  faid,  Matth.  xxvii.  3, 
*'  When  he  few  he  was  condemned,  he  repented,'* 
and  as  a  man  not  worthy  to  live  in  bis  own  thoughts, 
*'  he  goes  and  hangs  himfelf,'*  It  is  with  the  foul  as 
with  watter,  all  the  coJd  may  be  gone,  but  the  native 
principle  of  cold  remain  flill.  You  may  remove  the 
burning  of  luftc?,  not  the  blacknefs  of  nature,  from  a 
carnal  heart,  and  the  ground  holds,  nature  is  not 
changed.  This  I  fay,  an  unregetjerate  man  may  have, 
but..yet  never  find  thii  change  of  nature,  where  the 
power  of  fin  lies:  change  of  confcience  from  fecurity 
to  terror,  change  of  life  from  profanenefs,  and  civility, 

and 
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and  feihions  of  the  world,  to  efcape  pollutions  thereof; 
change  of  lulls,    nay,  quenching  thent   for  a  time; 
but  the  nature  is  never  changed  in  the  bell  hypocrite 
that  ever  was.     As  2  Peter  ii.  19,  20,     "  They  were 
"  wafhed,''  but  never  from  their  fwinifli  nature  ;  and 
here  they  ever  fail,  Prov.  xxx.  12.  **  There  is  a  genera- 
"  tion  clean  in  their  own  eyes,  yet  not   waftied  from 
'*  their  own  filthinefs,"    2  Tim.  ii.  18,  19,  20,  2i. 
Alexander    fell,    and    Hymeneus   fell;    they    talked 
of  the  glorious  eftate  of  faints,  -and  thkt  here  was  all 
the  rcfurreflion  that  is  to  be  expeftcd ;  ajid  it  fceras  it 
was  fuch  a  fall  of  fuch  perfons  that  manv  Humbled,  and 
faid,  How  fhall  we  know  who  are  the  Lord's?  doubt- • 
lefs  we  may  fall.     No,  **  the  foundation  remains  fure, 
"  and  the  Lord  knows  who  are  his."  They  were  none 
of  his  ,all  that  time,  "  and  let  all  that  prpfefs  Chrift  de- 
**  part  from  iniquity,  for  he  that  purgeth  himfelf  fhall 
"  be  a  veffel  of  honour."   And  therefore  read  through 
all  the  fcripture,  conftantly  never  any  hypocrites  but 
they  had  this  brand,  Matth.  vii.  23.     **  You  workers 
••  of  iniquity.''  Herod  and  Judas  had  their  haunts,  &c: 
And,   Rom*  i.  and  ii.    the  apoftle  ihews  that  all  were 
under  fin.     He  may  in  every  thing  elle  be  humbled, 
for  all  the  humiliation  befides  this,  ftrengthcns  fin  in  Us 
];:ingdoni,  aod  binds  a  man  fafler  under  the  dominion 
of  it.    And  hence  fuch  men  are  more  hard  to  be  con- 
vinccd  than  men  that  were  never  caft  down  at  all. 
But  this  he  never  finds,  for  if  he  ftiould,  then, 
I.  A  gracelefs  heart  might  partake  of  xh€  greateft 
benefit  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  love  of  God.  Far 
Rora.  xi.  26.     "  This  is  my  covenant,  to  take  away 
"  their  lin."    For.  to  fubdue  fin,  is  gre^ater  love  than  to' 
conquer  devils;  death,  and  hell>  Ifa.  xii  6.     It  is, turn- 
ing lions  into  Iambs. 

.  2.  Then  an  unregenerate  njan  may  partake  of  the 
hft  end  of  all  the  fufferings  and  forrows  of  Chrift, 
which  is  **  to  fave  hi&  people  from  their  fin.'*  '  And 

•    .    ^  hence 
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henctp,  John  i.  29.  *'  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which 
**  taketh  away  the  fins  of  the  wc>rld,"  i  John  iii.  5. 8. 
**  Chrirt  came  to  dellroy  the  works  of  the  devil." 
This,  therefore  he  ever  falls  ihort  of.  He  that  hath 
found  this  eafy,  anJ  accounts  this  work  commooi 
never  had  it  yet. 

j^ttr/>.  How  may  a  Ghriftian  know  when  the  Lord 
,  hath  changecf  his  n^tur^^  and  taken  down  the  power 
of  his  fin  ?  . 

Anf.  It  might  fuffice  to  evidence  this  againfl  all 
gain-fayers,  (hat  thus  it  is,  and  io  to  know  it  by  tbo 
Spirit's  witnefs,  which  ihews  tis  the  things  freely 
given  of  God,  who  to  fave  the  Lord  a. trying  another 
day,  tries  us  now,  and  makes  known  theie  hidden 
works.  Efpecially  feeing  fome  divines  think,  that  as 
the  firft  Adam  conveyed  this  fin  of  nature,  I  not 
knowing ;  fo  the  fecond  Adam  doth  *  flifo  remove  this 
by.  an  immediate  itroke,^  I  conceive  it  is  fo  a.lfo,  but 
not  only  by  it.  And  /therefore  take  two  evidences 
now.  ^ 

I.  Wherever  this  is  donfe,  that  foiil  doth  not  only 
lee  this  fA;  for  fo  anjunregenerate  Paul  did»  Rom« 
vii.  9.  where  "  fin  revived,"  &/:.  And  the  word  is 
a  "  divider  of  joints  and  'marrow.'^  Nor  do  they 
only  feel  this  as  au  evil,  and  fo  be  mucb  troubled 
with  it,  but  when  the  Lord  makes  the  dejefted  foul 
feel  it  as  its  greateil  evil,  fo  long  as  it  remains  in  its 
being ;  (as  it  will)  worfc  than  death,  than  hell,  ci^aa 
all  afflictions,  and  miferies.  It  is  not  a  particular  la, 
but  this  that  he  feels  thus.  You  will  fay,  this  is  a 
high  pitch.  I  fay,  confid^r  if  any  man  waa  ever 
humbled  under  ftn,  but  he  that  felt  fm  as  it  is.  For  if 
^  I  feel  it  not  as  it  is,  I  am  deceived.  Now,  it  is  the 
greatefl:  evil ;  to  depart  from  a  living  God,  is  worfc 
than  for  foul  and  body  and  all  creatures  to  depart 
from  me*  To  make  God  niiferable,  is  worfe  than  for 
all  creatures  ever  to  be  made  fo,  and  fin  in  its4cs*. 
dency  doth  fo,  being  a  crofs  to  his  wiilj  Ifaiah-i.  24. 

Hence 
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Hence  hethttTeela  it  indeed,  feels  ilt  foj  the  begin-* 
fling  of  which  ia  a  forrow  and  mourning  after  God** 
tftat  it  liiight  be  (o,  W.  Ixiii.  17:  '  "  Why  haft  thou  . 
"hardened  our  hearts  from  thy  fear?"  But  thus  it 
is  indeed,  Rom.  vii.  ^14.  And  when  it  is  thus,  it  will 
hold  thus  till  d^ath)  vvhHe  the  c^ufe  reraaifls ;  nay  ih6 
more  life  and  love,  the  more  tender  it  grows;  fettitig 
afidc  fomc  carelefs  fits.  AAd  hence  \is  greateft  joy  is 
to  think  of  the  time  it  fhall  be  forever  holy*  And  henca 
accounts  no  fuch  mercy  as  to  be  fet  at  libery  to  live  to 
6od. indeed.  A  gracelefs  heart  fees  and  fears  it,  and 
cries  out  of  himfelf  for  it;  but  ftay  a«  vvhile,"^nd  he  y^ 
lofeth  his  tendernefs,  either  becaufe  hte  cantiot  part 
^vith  it,  or  becaufe  of  Chrill,  he  looks  now  tp  him,  of 
becaufe  he  hftth  now^fome  fprinkling  of  the  Spirit,  iia* 
ture  is  eafed  thereby,  and  he  is  quieted;  and' hence  ne- 
ver any  carnal  heart,  but  fome  root  of  bitternefs  did 
grow  up  at  laft  m  this  foil.  Hence  ordiloanCes  profit 
pot,  becaufe  feeling  is  loft*  But  the  foul  thus  feeling 
it,  teholdiilg  the  holinefs  of  God  ind  love  of  Chrift,  .an4 
its  conftant  withdrawirigs,  refiftings,  O  it  cuts  deep!     ^ 

2.  Then,  the  nature  is  changed,  when  th^  confci* 
ence  being  fti  11  and  quiet,  ^ncTthe  foi^l^fl^ured  of  the 
Lord's  love,  yet  nothing  gives  the  heariE  quiet  till  it  is 
Contiguous  to  God  in  Chrift  to  enjoy  him,  in  his  ho- 
Knefs,  and  in  the  love  and  delight  of  his  whole' will, 
For  this  is  21  certain  rtile,  if  the  nature  be  not  chan- 
ged, if  confcience  be  but  once  quieted  with  th?  fenfe 
ofGcd's  love,  and  affedled  with  it,  and  h$s  not  God  ' 
itideed,  nor  his  work  to  quiet  it,  it  will  fall  to  lufting 
after  creatures  and  live  upon  them,  and  feed  the  heart 
there.  ^  For  as  it  is  impoifible  for  a  man  to  live,  or 
to  be  without  pro vifion,  fo  the  world  being  provifioii* 
for  the  flefli,  nieat,  drink,  'fleep,  and  thefe  lawful 
things,  there  it  doth  and  will  He  quiet-  without  God.  • 
But  jnow  where  the  nature  is  changed,  and  there  is  " 
another  nature,  there  i^  iomething  elfe  provided  foi* 
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k  to  live  on,  and  that  is  the  Lord  anS  his  wHL  As 
Chrift  laid,  *'  It  is  my  meat  and  arink  to  do  his  will" 
And,  Rom.  vii.  22.-  '*^  I  deli^jht  in  Uie.  law  of  God  in 
**  the  inner  man.''  There  was  fomewhat  that  Jothcd 
k,  but  there  was  fon^what  el'e  delighted  in  it,  and 
there  lies  it^Jife,  and  though  the  heart  would  reft  and 
give  over  fometimes,  yet  it  is  a  law  of  th«  mind  that 
the  foul  has,'  he  can  have  no  reft,  Rom,  viii.  5.  And 
therefore  take  a  child  of  God>,  let  him  have  meat, 
drink,  fleep,  bleffing  in  his  calling,  preach,  pray,  and 
have  honour,  yet  he  will  conllantly  come  home  to  the 
Lord  mourning.  What,  doth  9AI  this  dome  good  J 
When  I  rife  up,  ly  down,  eat,  drink,  and  pray,  and 
do  all  witliout  him  f  An  untuned  heart  all  this  whilcr 
The  world  lUnds  between  him  and  the  Lord  all  this 
while,  but  this  doth  not.  Many  a  fincere  heart  has 
heavy  complaints,,  and  many  doubts,  becaufe  it  is  not 
thus;  this  rather  is  an  evidence  of  peace,  than  Good's 
war  againft  it.  It  is  an  old  rule,  he  thut  can  live  in 
heaven,  (hall ;  and  there  is  nothing  but  a  God  to  ftick 
in>  and  breath  out,  and  live  unto.     la  this  thy  elexQenl 


now  ? 


O  confider  and  examine  yourfeltes  here,  yoci*  poor 
faints,  that  yo.tt  may  be  con>forted.  Others  of  you,  if 
now  you  do  not,  the  Lord  Jefus  will  another  day,  and 
bring  thefe  fecret  things  of  darkncfs  to' light.  •  If  thou 
iind^ll  this  was  never  yet  done,  know  it,  all  thy  tears,. 
and  fears,  and  prayers  have  been  in  vain;  lind  under 
the-  power  of  fm  and  Satan  thou  ftill  art,  thro*  the  fierce 
wrath  of  God  againtl  thee:  And  there  I  leave  thee 
'  till  the  Lord  find  thee  out. 


SEC  T.    IL 


II.  A 


Fulnefs  of  illumination  in  the  room  ofdark- 
i>cfs.  But  let  it  be  firll  noted,  that  I  fpcak  not  here  of 
revelations  of  future  events;  When  virgin-chordies 
fliall  fall  adreaming,  it  is  a  fign  they  fall  a-fleeping. 

Nor 
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Nor  of  revelation  of  new  doarines,  nor  yet  of  the  love 
of  Gfarift  and-  affurance  thereof;  but  of  the  perfon  of 
Chrift,  a  work  common  to  all  the  ele6t>  and  not  pe- 
culiar to  fome;  Jor  Chrift  may  not  appear  in  his 
proniifc  of  IcJve  for  a -lime  to  a  fincere  herfrt,  yet  this 
is  then  wrought.  I  fhall  therefore  ejtprcfs  itiy  thoughts 
herein  in  four  conclufions. 

ConcL  1.  That  all  unrcgenerate  men  ye  under  the 
power  of  darkncfs,  of  ignorance,  Eph.  v,  8.  "You 
'*  were  darknefs*'  in  the  abftract,  Eph.  iv.  i8.  So 
that  "  they  cannot  underftand  the  things  of  the  Spirit 

"**  of  God,'*  I  Cor.  li.  14,  Efpecially  the  Lord  Jefus; 
for  the  knowledge  of  bim.is  above  nature,  not  only 
corrupted,  but  pure  nature.  Nay,  though  the  Lord 
gives  the  bcft  and  cleareft  -means  of  revealing  himfelf, 

*  yet  they  cannot  fee,  John  i.  5.  *'  Light  fhined  in  dark- 
*'  nefs,  and  it  comprehended  him  not,",  no  ^orc  thaa 

.  he  whofe  viftve  faculty  is  loft,  when  the  fun  Ihines 
rt>und  about  him.     Nay,  that  liffht  which  is  in  them 

'  is  darknefs,  Matth.  vi.  23.     And  then  how  great  is 

j  that  darknefs?  For  many  men  might  have  known 
Chrift,  but  that  they  thought  they  did  know  him  before^ 

.  and  fo  are  delivered  up  in  thefe  chains  of  darknefs  to 
the  prince  of  darknefs^  but  are  Tike  wildernefs  Ihrubs, 
fltell  never  fee  when  good  comes.  Minifters  (as  Chrill 
^id)  may  mourn  ovef  them,  but  can  never  help  thenei 
^ntil  tile  Lord  pull  oflf  their  fcales.     For  they  pleafe 

iiherafdves  in. darknefs,  and  love  it  more  than  light, 
8nd  are  not  as  Paul,  praying  and  mourning  under  the 
fcalcs  that  are  upon  their  eyes. 

ConcL  2.  That  there  is  a  ftate  of  light  to  which 
■God  calls  his  people  only ;  or  rather,  that  there  is 
^  JpMt  of  light,  illumination  or  revelation  let  into  the 
l^ind,  which  is  peculiar  to  the  beloved  of  Chrift,  i  Pet. 
*•  9-  As  of  other  things,  fo  el^Qcially  of  the  Lord  Je- 
^s,  2  Cor.  iv.  4,  5,  6.  And  it  is  fo  glorious  a  work  ' 
'*«Chrill  himfeU  ^admires  the  Father, *and  ftands  in 
Dd2  a 
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a  favifiimerit  )at  it,  Mat.  xi.  25-  To  b«bes,  iocipMjl* 
of  all  others  of  knowledge;  yet  to  them  doth  the  Lofd 
reveal  fome  things  that  thfe  vrifeft  in  the  wotld  never 
knew.  I  clo  believe  that  the  greateft  fcholar  that  ever 
lived,  neveV  had  ofte  fuch  thought  or  apptehctfroii  of 
the  Lord  and  the  thiags  of  the  Lord>  as  the  faints  have. 
And  hence  Chrift  .profeffeth,  O  •*  bleffed  afe  youf  eyes 
"  that  they  Cee;''  and  themfelves  blefs  him,  and  falU' 
tvondfefing  many  times,  "  Lord  why  doft  thou  mtM 
*'  thyfelf  to  us,  and  not  to  the  world?'*  And  thcttfott 
it  is  a>n  injury  to  the  grace  of  God»  to  make  prtcioa^ 
filings  common,  and  all  the  work  of  the  S^A^itonthc 
iinderftanding  to  be  common  to  reprobates,  andto&y? 
the  difference  lies'only  in  the  work  of  the  Spirit  upo« 
the  will,  John  vi..45.  "  He  that  has  hejlrd  andleifft- 
"  ed  of  the  Father,  comes  to  me."  If  the  Icami^ 
^f  the  Father  be  common  to  a  reprobate,  th*n  either 
they  may  come  to  Ghrift,  which  is  there  denied,  of 
Chrift's  pfomife  is  h\ft,  for  theit  a  oarnal  heirt  t»f 
hear  and  learn  of  the  Father,^  ^v\A  never  come  toCfcriit* 

Cone.  3.  That  ndtwithftanding  it  is  thus  with  thcw, 
yet  foolifli  virgins  may  have  fome  light  in  their  lartpsi 
fome  fight  and  knowledge  of  Jefus  Ghrift.  It  is  6ii 
we  live  in  days  of  light,  $rid  lb  indeed  we  do,  bai«< 
the  Lord  faid  to  them  that  had  feen  his  miracfai 
**  yet  the  Lord  had  tiot  given  them  eyes  to  fee  to  this 
**  day  ;**  they  Were  enlightened,  yet  fcH,  Heb.  vl.* 
I  Ihall  therefore  fpeak  not  of  the  revelation  of  tH  ^ 
word,  but  of  Chrilt  the  end  of  it,  alnd  the  knowlcdgl 
of  whom  comprehends  all  the  reft. 

t.  There  is  a  knowledge  of  Chrift  itiittany  art»l 
which  is  begot  by  common  fame,  And  human  prit*^ 
inftruftlon,  which  men  hearing  fh)m  credible  met 
conceive  of  and  believe ;  ^s  that  Chrift  is  the  faviotf 
of  tlie  world,  is  come,  Is  dead,  is  rlfctt,  is  ^  0^ 
right  hand,  that  in  him  God's  juftice  and  mercy  isW 
conciled,  that  tl^re  is  mercy  with  him  for  the  gftstd 
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of  nil  fittflcrs,  Btc.  And  according  as  men  are  more 
Of  hb  inilruiUd ;  fo  ^o  men  conceive  ^nd  believe^ 
ButJiow  this  knowledge  is  but  iraditionrrl,  and  begot, 
by  comnu)a  fame  and  human  report,  like  Herod's, 
that  h«ard  m^^ny  things  of  Chrift,  and  yet  indeed  de- 
(pikd  him.  The  Lord  I  know  doth  make  ufe  of  this 
to  caui4S  the  foul  to  come  to  further  figlit  of  him,  as  in 
the  Qti^seo  of  ^Shcba,  but  it  is  far  enough  oS  from  giv- 
ing any  faviiig  knowledge  of  the  Lord  Jefus;  and  hence 
John  !•  46.  wh«n  they  had  been  with  Chrift,  they  do 
not  wifli  th^m  to  reft  in  the  report,  but  come  and  fee; 
fo  you  b«ar  of  tbefe  things,  but  come  and  fee  thefe 
thiggs.  You  have  learned  thenrfrom  man>  come  un- 
to the  Lord  that  be  may  teach  them;  and  hence  we 
fl\ail  fee  many  of  the  people  of  Gpd  that  have  been  put 
to  a  queftion  of  all  things  that  ever  they  learned,  and 
Uarned  th^na  over  again ;  as,  whether  there  be  a  Chrifl: 
or  no,  8tc.  And  they  never  faw  thefe  things  indeed* 
until  the  Lord  taught  them  a  fecond  time ;  hence  there- 
fore thofc  thai  have  been  thus  trained  up,  and  have 
been  troubled  and  comforted  by  fome  conceived  pro- 
ai&s  of  (ihrift,  but  never  faw  any  more  of  his  pcrfon^ 
than  what  you  bave  learned  before;  *'  Your  eyes  are 
"  clofed  up  to  tliis  day.'' 

2.  If  any  man  ftiould  fee  and  behold  Chrift  really, 
^mediately,  this  is  not  the  faving  knowledge  of  him. 
I  know  tlie  faints  do  know  Chrift  as  if  immediately 
prefent,  they  are  not  ftrangera  by  their  dillance,  if  o- 
thers  have  fcen  him  more  immediately  I  will  not  dif^- 

I  pute  it,  but  if  they  have  feen  the  Lord  Jefus  as  imme- 
diately  as  if  here  on  earth,  yel:  Capernaum  faw  him. 

I  fo:  nay,  fome  of  them  were  dil.ciplcs  for  a  time, 
and  followed  him,  John  vi.  and  yet  the  Lord  was  hid 
from  their  eyes;  nay  all  th^  world  fliall  fee  him  in  his 
^ry,  which  fiiail,  amaze  them,  and  yet  this  is  farfhort 
^thc  faving  khowltdge  of  him,  which  the  Lord  doth 

!  comiBunicate  to  the  ele£l.     So  that  though  you  fee 
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the  Lord  fa  really  as  that  you  become  familiar  wiA 
him,  yet  Luke  xiii.  26.  "  Lord,  have  we  not  cat 
and  drunk,'*  &.c.     And  fo  perifli. 

3.  A  man  may  fee  the  Lord  in  his  Wonderful  woiis, 
and  glorious  kingdom  and  government,  and  yet  not 
know  him  favingly,  wonderous  deliverances,  preferva- 
tions  of  himfelf,  and  of.  GoJ's  people,  dreadful  dc- 
ftruftion  of  enemies,  fuch  as  they,  cannot  but  fay, 
*'  This  is  the  finger  of  the-  Lord,"  and  yet:  know  not, 
Deut.  xxix,  1,2,  3,  4.  And  hence,  John  xv*  24. 
and  hence  men  think  fuch  things  are  done,,  and  fliall  I 
ever  be  vile  again,  yet  they  become  as  bad  as  even 

4.  He  may  fee  the  Lord  Jefus  yet  more  clearly  bf 
the  letter  bf  the  fcripture,  which  though  it  brings  to 
the  faving  knowledge  of  Ghrift,.yet  to  fee  the  Lord  Jc* 
fus  no  otherwife  than  by  the  llrength  of  fancy  and  un- 
derftanding,  from  thence  is  no  faving  knowledge  of  Je- 
fus Chrift';  and  hence,  Rom.  xvi.  26.  the  myflcry  of  the 
gofpel  was  hid  from  the  Jews,  but  now  it  is  revealed 
to  all  nations;  literally,  to  all  where  it  comes,  favingly 
to  fome  few.  For  between  the  faving  knowledge  oi 
Chrift  in  the  gofpel,  and  palpable  ignorance  of  him  in 
the  gofpeU  there  is  this  middle  knowledge  which  is  li- 
teral, whereby  a  man  doth  fee,  "yet  in  feeing,  fees  not,** 
Ifa.  vi.  9.  which  is  the  ftate  of  a  church  which  has 
been  long  trained  up  under  good  means:  and  hence  wc 
ftiall  fee  many  men  of  great  learning  have  been  able  to 
write  volumes  of  the  miflery  of  Ghrifty  and  yet  in  "  fee- 
*'  ing  ne^ver  faw." 

5.  There  may  be  in  a  falfe  heart  a  ftrange  know- 
ledge of  Chrift  without  fcripcures,  which  n^ay  ravifh 
a  man's  deluded  heart  (Irangely,  which  is  ufually  the 
firft  temptation  of  the  virgin-churches,  that  arc  of 
much  knowledge,  and  little  love,  2  Con  xi.  2,  3,  4- 
Wherein  Satan  doth  notfeek  to  pull  away  men  to  for- 
faks  the  gofpel,  but  from  the  firoplicity  of  the  gofpcl, 
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**Rc|)cm,  and  believe,  znd  be  faved;"  for,  faith  he, 
*^  Satan  is  translbrmed  irfio  an   angel  of  light:   and 
hence  we  have  heard  that  fonie  have  heard  voices, 
feme  have  leen  the*  very  blood  of  Chrift  dropping  oa 
tbem^  and  his  wounds  in  his  fide,  fonie  have  feen  a 
great  light  4hini«g  in  the   chamber,  fonie  wonderfully 
^ifefted  'with  their  dreams,  foine  in  great  diflrefs,  have 
had  inward  witnefs,  "  thy  fins  are  forjjiveh;"  and  hence 
fuch  liberty  and  joy  that  they  are  ready  to  leap  up  and 
down  the  chamber,     O  adulterous  generationi     This 
is  natural  and  ufual  with  mcn^  they  would  earneftly 
fee  Jefus,  and   have   him  prefent  to  give  them  peace; 
and  hence  Papifts  have  his  image;  and  hence  Chriil 
jpivcs  the  facrament  to  fliew   himfelf  as  familiarly  as 
can  be.     Hence,  Thomas  would  not  believe,  "  unlefs 
**  he  might  put  his  finger  in  his  fide,*^  and  iRe  Lord 
'tendered  him,    yet  pronounced    *'   thera  bleffed  that 
*^  have  not  feen,  and  yet  believed,*'  John  xx.  29.     So 
I  fay,  e  contra^  Woe  ta  them  that  have  no  other  raa.- 
nifefted  Chrift,  but  fiich  a  one.     'Little  do  you  think 
what  you  do  to  Chrift;  for  you  do  as  much  as  in  you 
lies  to  eclipfe  all  his  glory  at  the  laft  day,  as  the  wick- 
ed by  iheir  fins  eclipfe  his  glory  at  this  day,  2  ThefT. 
i  10.     **  He  fliall  be  admired  in   all  that  believe^/' 
Why?     Becaufe  your  tefliniony   was  believed;  that  ' 
faith  which  clofeth   with   and  fees  Chrift  in  a  teliimo- 
ny,  is  that    whereby   J^ai,  fliall  be  admired   at   the 
World's  end."        -  '  .. 

Cojir/.  4.  That  the  faving  knowledge  of  Jefus  Chrift 
ft  this,  whereby  the  foul  being  fenfiblc  of  his  ignorance 
of  Jefus,  behold^  fuch  a  glory  in  Chrift's  perfon,  as 
that  he  cfteems  him  in  atl'his  glory,  as  -his  prefent, 
greateft,  and  only  good.  I  will  take  this  in  pieces,* 
•  1.  I  fay  that  foul  which  has  truly  and  favin^y 
feen  the  Lord  Jefus;  has  been  made  fenfible  of  fiis 
ignorance  of  him;  J  fee  him  not,  I  have  heard  of 
tiun,   and   read  of  him,    and   taken  his   name  into 
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my  mout^>  and  profeiled  Kim;  andlbeUeve  othen 
fee  him,  and  blefTed  are  their  eyes,  but.  I  fee  him  aot, 
John  ix.  z6.  37.  3^.  **  Forjudgetoent  am  I  come, in- 
"  to  this  world  :"^  and.  look  as  all  the  increafe  of  the 
Jcnowledge  of  Ghrill  comes  in  by  this  dopr,  fo  the  be* 
ginning  of  it,- and  therefore  thole  that  h^ve  been  caft 
down  and  heard  of  Chrill  a  faviour,  but  never  felt 
their  ignorance  of  him  before  they  have  apprehended 
him,  their  light  is  darknefs,  and  their  knowlei^ge  full 
gf  delufibn,  and  idolatrous. 

a.  It  beliolds  a  glory  in  Ghrift's  perfoB  i  for  beforo 
the  Lord  reveals  his  Son  to  any,  look  what  he  was  to 

I  the  Jews  he  is  to  every  man,  Ifa.  liii-  2,  3.  **  Heii 
♦*  rejefl;ed  and  defpifed  of  men ;"  nothing  fo  ineaa  m 
Chrill,  every  vanity  preferred  above  hira,  and  men  can 
do  no  other,  becaufe  they  fee  not  his  glory  andfacaoty, 
I  Cor.  ii.  8.  *^  If  they  had  known,'*  &c.  Therefore 
the  Lord  reveals  his  hidden  glory  to  them,  fuch  asnc^ 
ver  entered  into  their  hearts  before,  or  into  the  minds 
of  other  men,  which  though  others  may  talk  ©f,  yel 
they  cannot  fee  it  isx  tliat  manner  as  they  do;  it  is  cal- 
led thefefore  marvellous  light  which  he  doth  reveal, 
when  the  foul  hath  been  viewing  its  own  lliawe  and 
filth,  when  all  thegrafs  and  glory  is  withered,  Ifa.  xl. 6. 
then  the  glory  of  Ghrift  is  revealed;  one  every  wayfo 
fit  and  fuitable  to  them  according  to  all  their  wauts 
and  woes,  by  fome  Ifermon  or  other,  which  wheo  the 
foul  doth  fee,  it  ufually  fills  the  head,  and  heart,  and: 
eyes  with  tears.  O  that  I  have  defpifed  him  fo  glori- 
pus!  Afts  ii.  36,  37.  2  Cor.  iv.  5,  $.  If  the  foul 
fliould  not  feel  its  ignorance  of  him,  it  would  never 
efteem  the  fight  of  him,  but  now  it  d6th  thus,  and  now 
that  glory  is  revealed,  John  i.  14.  **  We  beheld  his 
♦'  glory  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  Son."    I^ 

^  every  truth  there  is  a  glory  which  men  fee  not,  and 
this  is  called  in  fcripture,  *<  the  finding  of  ih^  pearl,'* 
Matth.  xiii.  45. 
IJI,  He  fo  beholds  Wm.  \n  his  glory,  as  that  be  no«r 
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cfteems  of  him  in  all  bis  glory.  ForaBaUam  may  fi^^ 
the  gipry  oi  the  tents  of  IlVael,  and  the  ^lar  of  Jacob, 
but  they  eiteem  not  of  him  in  all  his  glory.  The  dam^ 
ned  in  hell  fee  a  glory  in  Chrill,  elle  they  Would  nCf 
ver  grieve,  for  the  lofs  of  hiro,  but  it  is  only  in  regard 
of  fbmethinp'  in  Chrifl,  delivering  fainia  fi:Qm  forrowa 
they  feel,  ^ay  many  reprobates  under  a  lively  mini- 
ilry,  Ihall  fee  fotne  glory  in  Ghrifl;  and  in  faints,  t^ 
think  them  the  happy  men,  yet  not  elleem  of  him' in 
all  his  glory;  but  it  i$  otlierwife  here.  The  Lord  an 
rifeth  as  the  fun  upon  the  earthy  which  pakes  all  things 
that  have  any  glory  to  appear  therein,  and  it  put^  ^ 
glory  on  every  thing  that  was  l)id  before.  So  Cfarift 
puts  a  glory  on  every  thing  of  himfelf :  So  that, 

1.  The  foul  fee^  a  glory  in  the  grace  of  Chrift, 
John  i.  14.  For  tlie  glory  of  Chrill's  perfon  is  not  ft^cn 
without  thefe  excellencies,  t-uke  i.  46.  "My  foul 
*'  magnifies  the  Lord.'' 

2.  A  glory  in  the  holincfs  of  Chrift,  Ifa.  vi.  3.  E-. 
fpecially  to  confider,  it  is  in  him  to  make  nie  holy, 
a  Cor.  iii.  i8. 

3.  A  glory  in  his  covenant  and  proroifcs,  Pfal.  Ixy. 
I,  a.  O  that '  all  thofe  promifes  might  be  jlnade  good 
to  me!     Xhis  is  all  my  defire,  z  Sam,  xxiiir^  j[. 

4.  A  glory  in  the  government,  and  cotnmands,  and 
will  of  Chrift.  Q  if  once  I  could  in  every  thing  give 
content  to  his  heart!  Pfal.  xix.  10.  That  the  foul  had 
rsiiher  lofe  all  than  crofs  his  will  in  a  fmall  thing,  fee-, 
ing  a  glory  in  the  leaft  truth,  in  calling^  off  a  ceremo* 
By,  &c.  ^ech.  vi.  13. 

5.  A  glory  in  all  the  ordinances  of  Chrift.  **  O  how 
"  imiable  arc  thy  tabernacles  O  God!*'  O  the  feUow- 
fliip  of  faints!    Q  the  pei^Ce  on  Sabbatlist 

6.  A  glory  in  all  liis  carriage.  Let  him  blefs  ma 
with  outward  eftate,  though  but  a  iiule.  This  is  the 
allowance  that  Chrift  in  glory  provides  for  me.  Let 
bira  threaten  me,  **  Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord.'* 
Let  hiia  def«*rt  rac,  his  anger  is  love !  O  that  is  glori- 
ous; 
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ous!  Let  him  take  all  from  me,  reproach  me,  "  Mo- 
>*  fcs  efteems  Cbrill's  reproach  greater  riches  thaa 
'*  Egypt, '*  which  is  our  eftate  here.  It  fees  a  gloiy 
in  all  Chri(l*s  ways,  and  quiets  itfelf  here:  '*  It  is  the 
^«  Lortl,"  as  Eli  fai(J.  Thu5  faints  fee  and  eftccm  of 
Chrift  in  all  his  glory,  and  we  (hall  find  a  fillfe  heart 
even  fall  ftiort  here,  a  fincere  heart  never,  but  com- 
monly it  is  fo  taken  up  with  it,  that  if  you  aik,  fup- 
pofe  you  Ihould  have  -all  grace,  l\olinefs,  promifcs  of 
Chrift,  &c.*  Would  not  this  be  mercy?  Yes,  enough; 
I  fhould  then  boaft  rn  him,  "and,bleft  him  forever. 
And  hence  Chrift  is  called,  Luke  \u  33.  "  the  glory 
**  of  Ifrael,**  becaufe  they  fo  efteem  him.  And,  Ka. 
xxviii.  5.  "  In  that  day  the  Lord  (hall  be  a  diadem 
^^  of  glory."  Others  may  in  horror  prize  Chrift  above 
the  world,  but  it  is  only  to  eafe  them." 
IV.  I  add,  he  efteems  him  thus. 

1.  As  his  prefent  good;  fo  that  if  the  Lord  doth 
withdraw  or  deny  himfelf  now  unto  him,  nothing  io 
this  world  can  for  the  prefent  quiet  hin\  Jer.  I.  4,  5. 
Hence  thofe  in  their  judgments  acknowledge  Chrift 
the  grcateft  good,  and  when  they  are  dying,  and  fee 
he  will  fo  at  the  laft  day,  yet  now  for  the  prefent  a 
Httle  more  liberty  in  fin,,  floth,  luft,  honour,  gain, 
lots,  large  accomodations  are  better.  You  never  fa^ 
him.  O  vile  world !  the  Lord  will  one  day  condemn 
thee  out  of  thine  own  mouth;  thy  own  will  was  more 
dear  to  thee  than  his;  this  world's  eafc  better  than  lis 
peace,  &c.  When  you  lie  oh  your  dea:h-beds,  you 
efteem  him  then.  Why?  Becaufe  he  ferves  your,tum 
then;  hence  before  you  did  not. 

2.  As  the  greateft  good,  Deut.  xxxiii.  2d.  Jer. 
X*  7.  •  Hence  thofe  that  fee  fome  good  in  Chrift,  and 
defire  him,  and  offer  fair  for  him,  but  prize  hira  not 
as' the  greateft  good:  and  hence  with  thd  young  man, 
though  content  to  part  with  fomewha^,  not  with  all, 
they  will  caft  their  rags  down  at  Chrift's  feet,  and  in- 
treat  him  to  take  away  their  fins;  but  will  not  caft 

*  -  their 


TEN  VIRGINS.  42 y 

their  crowns  down,  the  deareft  things,  they  have:  and 
hence  the .  thorny-ground  profeffors  ever  fall  away. 
The  good  things  ,of  this  world  wliich  they  forfook  ia 
lime  of  perfecution,  were  dearer  than  Ghrift,  and  hence  , 
tiiey  fall  away.  It  is  a  diflionour  to  a'  king  to  be  va^ 
lued  as  other  men  are>  Zech.  xi.  I2)  13, 

3.  As  the  only  good,  Ifa.  xxiv.  23.  ♦*  The  fua 
"  Ihall  be  confounded,"  gcc.  And  though  other 
things  may  (leal  into  their  hearts  for  a  time,  yet  they 
recover  themfelves;  this  is  the  one  thing,  Pfal.xxvii,4. 
that  they  beg  in  this  life.     And  hence  do  fall  fliort. 

1.  Thofc  that  efteem  Ghrift  as  men  do  merchandife ; - 
they  would 'fain  have  it,  but  are  loath  to  buy  it. 
Men  may  elleem  Ghrift,  as  they  think,  the  only  good ; 
but  herein  their  falfenefs  appears,  that  they  negledt 
means  to  it ;  becaufe  they  have  fome ,  good  clfe  to 
quiet  them.  And  here  is  condemned  all  lazy  pro- 
fcffion.  .    • 

2.  Thofe  that  would  have  Ghrift,  and  efteem  him 
highly,  and  ufe  means  for  him  diligently,  but  they  mull 
have  Ghrift,  and  world,  and  luft,  and  eafe  likewife ; 
Chrift  to  quiet  their'^confciences,  and  the  world  their 
hearts;  Ghrift  to  reft  on,  when  their  duties  fail  them,  ' 
and  the  world  to  reft  in,  when  the  confolations  of 
Cljrift  are  denied  unto  them.     *'  The  land  is  good,  go 

*'  up  and  poffefs  it." 

ObjeSlion  I.    But  do  the  faints  come  to  this  pitch? 

Anf^er.  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  "If  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it 
*•  is  hid  to  them  that  be  loft.'*  Who  are  thofe  from 
whom  Ghrift  is  hid?  When^  is  he  hid?  When  his 
glory  is  hid.  I  know  faints  may  feel  a  want  of,  and 
mourn  for  it,  but  it  will  appear  if  they  are  the  Lord's 
at  fome  time.  \Kay,.this  they  will  find,  fome  and 
much  contempt  remaining  which  they  oppofe,  yel  thii 
is  here,  and  at  parting  times  it  is  feen. 

ObjeSlion  2;    But  faints  iiannot  know  this. 

Anfofcrm 
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Anfvittr.  Yes,  (a3  well  as  they  can  know  their  ccm- 
tempt)  by  iBcaas  of  God's  Spirit,  he  that  19  ctnried 
from  one  coBtrary  to  another  Ihall  know  it. 
-   QhjeSlion  3*  But  hypocrites  may  atti^^o  to  this. 

Anfmer  x.  Then  the  gofpel  may  be  reveled  t^  W 
hypocrite,  and  to  them  that  are  lolh 

Upon  this  call  the  whole  foul  comes  put  qf  itfelf  to  . 
Chrift;  for  if  a  man  could  climb  the  clouds,  ^nd  un- 
lock the  doors  of  heaven,  and  come  £lias*lik6  ia  hi^ 
body  to  Chriil,  be  might  mifs  of  Chrift,  as  well  as  tba& 
that  came  and  followed  Chrift  for  a  time  with  theif  bo- 
dies while  he  lived  on  the  earth;  a  man  may  qomi:  to 
Chrift  with  half  his  foul  or  heart,  there  may  be  CoBie 
hope,  and  fome  defires,  fome  love  and  fomc  cleaving 
to  him,  and  choice  of  him  really,  inwardly,  yef  SQC 
favingly,  begaufe  the  whole  foul  is  not  hpi«  cpnie,  but 
half  of  it,  James  u  7,  8.  Now  the  whole  foul  CQmss, 
when  all  the  affedlions  and  will  take  their  flight  to  the 
Lord,  and  fatten  there.  When  all  the  afe£tipns  are 
gathered  from  all  other  things  and  changed,  ai|d  fo  they 
come  tO|  and  embrace  the  Lord;  fo  that  hope  waits 
only  here.  When  will  the  Lord  pity  me?  Defi/es  thac 
were  fet  on  athoufand  things  before,  all  long  ^fter  bim, 
love  only  tafteth  him ;  the  Lord  letting  in  foaie  lighc 
of  the  freeuefs  of  mercy,  hope  looks  out  hither ;  the 
Lord  ilxewing  the  want,  and  the  way  tQ  it,  defire 
breaks  down  ilone* walls,  and  all  means,  and  the  diffi* 
culty  of  them,  to  have  him;  the  Lord  letting  the  foul 
taile  the  fweelnefs  of  Jefus  and  his  grace,  the  fool  joys, 
and  love  embraceth,  and  the  will  foUers;  a  carnal  heart 
deiires,  loves,  joys  in  other  things,  and  the  Lord  al£o, 
and  fo  hath  a  falfe  heart  But  the  whole  heart  comes 
hither,  and  when  it  is  here,  thinks  one  heart  too  Uttleic 
nay  one  life,  ode  foul,  and  when  any  part  of  the  a£* 
fedlions  are  left  any-where  elfe,  then  the  foul  mooms, 
hates  that  bondage,  is  alhasied  of  it,  &c.  So  that  the 
ftream  of  the  whole  foulruns  now  hither,  Pfa.  cxix.  :s. 
Jer,  iii.  10.  Pfal.  ::;lv.  io«  So  it  is  with  the  foul,  as 
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With  them  when  they  were  to  come  Out  of  Egypt, 
they  would  not  leave  child,  nor  hoof  behind,  left  there 
ihould  be  any  occafion  of  return;  as  it.  id  with  the  foul 
departed  from '  the  body,  it  only  minds  the  Lord,  it 
hath  taken  leave  of  all,  lb  by  faith  tht  wbol6  foul  leaves 
aU,  Sind  come*  to  the  Lord;  otherwife  the  foul  is  not 
come  to  Chrift,  but  reacheth  aftet  Chrift;  like  men 
that  Wadded  after  the  ark,  but  perifhed  In  the  waters: 
Their  arms  are  hot  long  enough,  their  defii-es  and  lovi 
iire  not  long  enough  to  r6ach  Chrift,  the  bent. and 
ftre^m  of  the  foul  is  fet  and  runs  here.  It  is  with  the 
fottl,  ds  It  is  with  two  rivers,  both  run  with  ill'their 
firength  to  the  fe$,  but  the  great  river  is  bigger,  and 
rui\3^  fefter,  yet  the  others  ftream  is  wholly  carried 
thither.  So  fome  men  may  be  niore  full  of  faith  than 
others,  yet  bdth  runto  the  fea,  and  aS  rivers,  they  run 
in.thtif  circles,  this  way  and  that  w&y,  and  are  fome- 
times  dammed  up,  yet  end  there :  So  the  fouls  of  all 
liltits  mti  to  this  arid  the  Other  creature,  yet  they  end 
ih  the  Lord  at  laft.  As  Peter  and .  John,  that  ran  ta 
the  fepulchre,  though  one  out-fati  the  other,  yet  they 
tame  both  to  thi  Lbrd  at  I  aft,  though  bcJth  of  them  for 
St  tiitte  forfook  him;  though  all  the  world  draw  the  foul 
hick,  it  c^Anbt  live  without  the  Lord;  nay,  though 
the  Lord  beat  aWay  the  foul  from  him,  yet  it  follows- 
After  him.  • 

It  is  to  the  Lord  for  htmfelf ;  for  John  vi.  fome  came 
to  Chrift  for  loaves,  and  could  hav^e  been  glad  if  Chrift 
had  been  king  for  it,  but  did  not  care  for  himfelf :  and 
Tience,  ver.  27.  he  points  and  turns  them,  to  himfelf^ 
fome  came  to  hitt  for  higher  ends,  therefore  were  his 
difciple^,  that  is^  for  life  from  him*  But  "  his  flefti 
"  Atid  blood,  or  elfe  you  die,'*  it  was  i  hard  faying^ 
they  could  not  underftand  nor  fee  what  that  meant,  ^and 
hence  forfook  him,  but  when  they  come  and  receive 
him  himfelf;  now  life  is  indeed  theirs. 

So  that  it  is  Cbtift's  jperfon  that  this  faith  firft  pitch-  * 

eth 
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eth  on,  as  It  is  in  marriage,  and  thofe  that  come  for 
this,  were  never  fent  away.  Now  ^the  foul  is  truly 
come  to  him  for  hunfelf:  i.  When  hirafelf  gives  rcll' 
to  the  foul  in  the  wimt  of  all  things,  Heb.  iv.  3.  If 
friends,  proteftion,  ftrength,  life,  glory  be  wanting, 
yet  having  him,  in  him  I  have  all  thefe^  when  all  is 
fold  away,  not  thetrcafare  only,  but  the  field  contents 
him:  For  it  looks  on  this,  as  better  than  heaven,. than 
glory,  it  comforts  the  foul  that  the  Lord  himfelf  fhould 
be  mine.  2.  ^The  foul  that  taketh  him,  it  is  not  only 
^  to  make  boaft  of  him,  as  Capernaum  had  him,  nor  to 
cover  floch,.  and  fin,  and  delufion.by  him :  I  have  Chrift, 
and  I  have  no  more  to  care  f6r,&c.  but  to  live  on  him : 
JoLm  vi.  57,  "He  thateateth  me,  Ihall  live  by  me." 
Phil.  iii.  9,  10.  A  man  takes  not  Chrifi  as  medicine, 
to  eafe  him  ;  nor  as  (lately  hangings,  to  adorn  him; 
but  as  bread,  to  receive  life  from  him.  For  many 
^receive  Ghrift;  reft  they  do  upon  him  ;  and  reft,*  they 
fay,  in  him  ;  but  they  do  not  fuck  any  good  from  him: 
nay,  before  th^y  had' any  Ghrift  or  alfurance  of  him, 
they  Were  better  than  now.  You  have  nothing  to  do 
with-  the  Lord  Jefus,  you  are  out  of  your  place.  As 
in  Jotham's  parable,  the  olive  and  vine  would  not  be 
pulled  out  of  their  places,  to  be  fet  on  the  tops  of  other 
trees  as  kings ;  left  they  lofe  their  fatnefs  and  fweetnefs: 
So  fince  you  have  dofed  with  Ghrift,  you  have  loll 
your  fatnefs  and  fweetnefs  that  once  you  htd,  you  arc 
now  out  of  your  place ;  go  to  your  horrors  and  for- 
rovvs  again,  till  the  Lord  fo  give  himfelf  to  you  as  that 
you  may  receive  life  from  him. 

^^/f-  3-  Biit  muft  all  come  thus  to  Ghrift  with 
their  whole  foul,  will  not  part  of  the  price  fcrve  ? 

^Anf.    No,  the  whole  foul  muft^come,  and  cannot 
but  come. 

1.  In  regard  of  the  jealoufy  of  God ;  who  is  like 

a  jealous  hufl)and,  can  bear  with  many  we^kneffes, 

^  but  will  have  the  whole  heart ;  and  they  thai  do  not, 

'  (hall 
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ftall  be  deflroyed  for  fpi ritual  whoredom,  Pfelm' 
Ixxni.  27.  He  Ihould  difhonoar  Chrift  elfc,  to  felL 
bim  fo  cheap.      - 

2.  In  regard  of  the  excellency  of  Chrift  :  the  Lord 
draws  the.foul  by  the  revelation  of  hira,  Rom.  i..i6, 17. 
1&.  Iv-  3>  4^  Now  lopk^  as  men  in  this  worlds 
when  they  t^e  a  feeming  good,  their  whole  font  is 
over-pgwered  to^be  drawn  after  it.  So  here,  when 
fpch  an  obje£t  is  feen,  efpecially  the  foul  having  been 
at  his  fepnlchre  weeping,  as  iron  never  ftirs  till  the 
loadftone  comes,  and  then  it  makes  to  that  only,  not 
to  things  touched- with  it;  for  as  '*'we  lOye  him  bccaufe 
"  he  loved  us  firll,"  fo  Chrift  loving  the, foul  with  all 
his  heart,  and  his  whole  heart  fet  uponTiim,  the  whole 
foul  is,  e  contra,  /et  on  Chrift. 

3.  In  regard  elfc  a  man  caq  receive  nothing  from  . 
the  Lord,  Jer.  xxix.  12,  13.  As  it  is  with  xionduit- 
pipes,  let  them  be  laid,  but  not  reach  the  conduit  head» 
no  water  can  come  to  that  family ;  fo  here:  and'  thig 
is  the  reafon  why  men  live,  and  prayy  and  receive  no- 
thing, their  hearts  reach  not  hither:  Mens  hearts  reach 
but  half-way  to  Chrift:  Tell  me  elfe,  did  you  ever  not 
receive? 

5.  Becaufe  elfe,  it  is  indeed  no  coming  to  him,  but 
a  leaning  on  hinv  or.  toward  bjm.  So  as  it  is  with 
trees,  if  not  cut  off  quite,  or  not  pulled  up  quite  by 
the  foots,  they  cannot  be  fet/m  another  orchacd;  if  ther 
tree  be  left  with  never  fo  Uttle  twigs  in  the  ground,  fo 
here ;  Nay;  the  Lord  accounts  this  worfe  than  if  a  man 
had  not  come  at  all,  Jer.  iii.  10.  The  Lord  abhors  a 
double  heart,  that  Judas-like  forfakes  all  for  the  Lord, 
but  then  loves  the  Lord  and  .the  bag  too.  ,Ygu  are  not 
the  Lord's.  As  it  was  with  that  man  that  quarrelled 
about  the  tree,'  it^leaned  over  the  pales,  but  the  root 
beingi  found  to  be  there,  his  it  >vas  ;  fo  though  he  lean 
on  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his. 

^eft.  4«  But  do  all  faints  com^"  to  this  mcafure'? 

An/.  Ponder  thefe  grounds  elfe. 

ObjeSlion* 
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OijeSiion.  But  are  not  your  hearts  partly  carnal, 
and  fo>clofe  with  the  creature  ? 
Anfw'er.  True:  .but  yet, 

1.  So  Far  as  ft  is  carnal,  it  is  lamented  heavily;  fa 
that  they  grow  not  there,  but  are  dying,  withering 
daily,  Jer-  xxxi.  18,  19.  When  k  man's  affedidns 
grow  out  of  the  world,  and  there  is  no  fear  nor  forrow, 
in  this  refpeit  now,  no  Chrifl  is  there. 

2.  The  bent  and  bias  of  the  foul  carries  the  whok 
ibul  hither.  '  For  I  would  not  judge  of  this  fo  much 
by  fudden  pangs,  as  by  an  inward  bent;  for  the  whole 
foul  in  affeflionate  expreffions  and  a£ttons  may  be  oaf* 
ried  unto  Chrift,  biit  being  without  this  bent  and  change 
of  AfFeftions,  it  is  onfound,  as  in  Gideon,  th^y  would 
on  a  hurry  make  him  king:  he  would  not :  he  kndvir 
it  was  a  fudden  pang  which  would  die.  And  the  rcafoa 
is,  the  true  turn  of  th^  whole  foul  is  not  by  turning 
old  affeftions  upon  another  objeft,  but  changing  them 
firft  by  this  bent,  and  fo  turning  them,  For  a  carnal 
K^art  may  have  the  firft,  as  the  fame  eye  may  fee  the 
fun  and  ^  dunghill,  and  the  eye  not  changed;  fo  here. 
Now  when  the  whole  foul  is  fet  here,  it  is  never  at 
reft  till  here, 

^eftion  5.  But  may  not  hypocrites  come  to  this? 
Anfijjer  I.  Then  they  n)ay  be  Weffed,  Pfal.  cxix.  2. 
.  2,  Then  they  Ihall  never  be  caft  off  from  ChriR^ 
Johii  vi,  37. 

3.  Then  they  may  partake  of  that  which  the  Lord 
only  looks  for.  For  <vhy  is  the  Lord  angry?  The 
heart  is  gone  from  him.  Why  is  the  miniftry  ordain- 
6d,  but  to  win  the  whole  heart  to  him  ?  John  iii.  19, 
20,  21.  O  therefore  confider  whether  it  hadi  been 
thus  with  you  or  no!  If  not,  woe  to  you!  O  be 
very  careful  here!  It  is  a  thoufand  to  one  if  fome 
part  of  your  heart  be  not  fixed  ellewhere.     IfCihrift 

were 
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were  at  judgment,  and  fhoirld  fay,  "  Cofneje  bleffed:** 
How  glad  would  ye  be?  O  he.faUb  now,  come  and 
take  myfelf. 

SECT.    IV* 

•  IV,  Falncfs  of  the  Spirit  itfclf  in  the  room  of  Satan* 

1  SHx^LL  not  fpeak  hefe  eithef  concefning  that 
fulnefs  of  the  Spirit  in  extraordinary  gifts,^  fpoken 
of  frequently  in  the  AAs;  nor  yet  of  that  fulnefs  of 
the  Spirit  which  .fome  Chriftians  that  the  Lord  fets  a- 
part'to  do  and  fufier  more  for.  him  fliall  receive  more 
thao  others.  For,  John  xiv.  17.  the  difciples  had  the. 
Spirit,  and  yet  Chrill  promifes  to  fend  tfiem  the  Spi* 
wt,  Apd  Stephen  was  a  man  "  full  of  faiih  and  the 
•'  Holy  Ghoft,'»  Afts  vi.  8.  And  Barnabas^  Afta 
Xu  14.  **  Was  a  good  man,  full  of  faith  and  the 
''  Holy  Gholl-"  But  I  fliall  fpeak  of  that  Spirit 
l?hich  is  in  every  believer,  without  which  we  are  noC 
Chrid's,  Rom.  Viii.  9.  And  this  is  that  Spirit  which 
15  oppofue  to  the  evil  fpirit,  the  prince  of  darkneft, 
which  poff-fTeth  with  craft  and'  power  all  the  fouls  of 
the  fons  of  men,  who  doth  not  only  encamp  about 
«ea,  I  Peter  v.  7,  8.  nor  pnly  *'  work  within 
**  theoi/^  Eph.  i*  2,  3.  but  he  inhabiteth  and  dwell- 
till  irf  m-n.  He  doth  not-  only  take  men  captives, 
%  Tim.  ii.  26.  but  he  dwells  in  and  poflefftsth  the  fouls 
of  his  captives,  Luke  xi.  zx.  And  though  he  doth 
Aspart  for  a  time,  yet,  ver.  26.  *'  They  return  and 
"dwell  there,'*  Now  in  the  room  of  this,  comes 
God's  Spirit,  who,  ver.  2a.  is  faid  to  be  ftronger  thatl 
Satan,  whtch  cannot  be  meant  but  of  Chrift's  Spirit: 
That  as  it  is  with  a  man  whofe  Ktfart  it  turned  frooi 
the  Lord,  he  is  not  left  only  to  be  carried  by  the 

E'«  power 
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povj^er  of  his  fin,  but  by  the  power  of  Satan  alfo.  f« 
whenthe  whole  foul  is  turned  unto  him,.tue  Lord  leaves 
not.  the  foul  to  be  carried  along  by  the  power  of  hisowi 
grace  or  faith,  but  the  Spirit  itfelf  fills  and  ads  tlial 
foul.  And  as  the  foul  was  carried  by  the  ipighty  power 
of  Satan  before,  it  is  now  C/arried  by  the  Almighty 
'  power  of  the  Spirit  itfelf,  hence,  i  Pet.  i.  5.  '*  Kcpil^ 
**  the  mighty  power  of  God  through  faith.*'  And  hence 
Afils  xxvi.  18.  **  Turned  from  the  jx)wer  of  Satan," 
not  to  duties,  but  to  God  himfelf,  /.  e.  the  Spirit  of; 
God,  and  fo  to  clofe  with  him. 

§liiefsion.  What  is  this  Spirit  which  the  faints  have? 

An/wcr^  I  lliall  exprefs  myfelf  in  thefe  three  cob- 
clufions. 

ConeL  i.  That  if  Adam  had  ftood,  he  and  all  his 
pofterity  fhquld  Ifave  had  that  power  and  prefence,  awl 
conftant  afliftance  of  the^  Spirit  6f  God,  as  that  they 
fliould  never  have  fallen,  nor  have  "be i;n' able  to  fall  m 
refpeO:  of  the  allilUnce  of  the  Spirit-  He  ihould  have 
been  green  all  the  year  long,  his  bloffom  ihould  nothave 
been  blafted,  his  fruit  Jhould  never  have  withered.  Ajid 
the  ground  is  rtie  rule  of  juilicc;  for  if  he  falling,  all 
his  poilericy  are  forfaken  of  God,  and  under  the  rciga 
of  fin,  and  death,  and  Satan,  Rom.  v.  i8,  21,  Thca' 
he  (landing,  all  his  pofterity  fhould  have  had  the  evcr- 
lafting  pretence  of  God,  and  Ihotdd  have  been  undcf 
,the  reign  of  the  Spirit  of  grace  and  life.  Thus  alfoti» 
covenant  ran,  **  Do.  and  live."     . 

Cone  I.  2.  That  the  Lord  Jefus,  the  f^cond  Adanit 
flatnding  and  fifing  in  the  room  of  all  his  peoplei 
hence  he  doth  convey  and  propagate  to  all  his  pofic* 
rity.the  immutable  and.conllant  afliftance  and  pre* 
fence  of  his  Spirit,  whereby  being  once  begotten  d 
him,  and  called  to  him,  they  nevgr  afterward  dcpait 
from  him.  And  though  weak  in  themfelves,  yet  if- 
filled  by  the  Spirit,  do  not,  cannot  depart"  wickedly 
again.     The  Lord  Jsfus  having  flood,  they  cannot 

fell, 


fell,  becaufe,  by  virtue  of  his  ftandlng,  they  have  this, 
prefence  of  the   Holy   Gholt,  John   xiv.  19.     **  Be- 
**  caufe  I  live,  you  fliiUl  live  alio."  John  vi.'57.  *'  As 
**  the  living  Father  lent  me,  and  I  live  by  him,"  &c* 
Chrift  ftanding  next  to  the  Father,  lives  by  him;  we 
ftandingnext  to  Chrift,  live  as  infallijDly  by  him*  And 
I  fay,  the  ground  .  is  Chrlil's  Handing,     For  though 
there  be  many  reafons  why  the  faints  can  never  fall 
from  Chrift,  aS  the  Spirit  of  grace,  covenant  of  grace^ 
^  intercefiion  of  Chrift,  yet  the  main  ground  is  Ghrift's- 
Handing,  without  the  lea  ft   fall  from  the  fulfilling  of 
the  firft  covenant,  which  we  having  thefirft  moment 
of  believing  kept  in  Chrift,  hence  the  Spirit  is  given, 
and  the  covenant  of  grace,  of  ftrengih.     And  hence^ 
liom.  V.  li,  and  ver.  17,18,   And  hence  the  Spiriti 
is  faid  to  dwell  in  believers,  Rom.  viii,  ii*  And  wa 
^^e  the  temples  of  the  Spirit,  v/hether  he  dwell  in  thenx 
•in  his  perfon  perfonally,  the  well  is  here  deep,  but  he 
^A'ells  in  them  fo  as  he  never  ceafeth  affifting  of  them, 
fo  that   they    cannot    depart    from  the  Lord    again; 
J^ence,  Ifa.  lix.  21.  **  My  Spirit  Ihall  not  depart  from 
"thy  feed.''     John  xiv.   it   is  called  **  the  Spirit  that 
''abides   forever.'^  It  binds  the  foul  to  the  Lord,  and 
keeps  it  fo  f )rever:    Never  fufFers   that  love-knot  to 
be  untied  again.     Wh^n  the  foul  is  weak,  the  Spirit  . 
l^J^'ps  him;  when  carelefs    of  itfelf,  the  Spirit 'keep3 
^im,  though   the   foul  offers   to  run  from   the  Lord," 
yet  this  Spirit  follows   him  ;■  though   he  grieves   tha 
Spirit,  yet   this  Spirit  ftill  keeps  his  own  houfe,  will 
:^<^l  depart  from  him ;  and  fp  not  fufft;r  the  foul  to  de- 
part from  the  Lord.     And  this  is  the  reafon  why  the 
'^iiys  never  fall  from  the  Lord,  though  they  have  weak 
P^ce,  poor  beginnings,  many  fins,  and  Adam  flood 
iJot'thoogii    with    the    piirrfeft    image  of  God   upon 
him,  becaufe  he  had  not  thia Spirit  yet  given;  thoggh 
he  had  the  Spirit  of  God,  yet   not  this  Spirit,  which 
forac  call  the  Spirit  of  adoption  given  to  him,  becaufe 
he  had  not  fulfilled  the  firft  covenant,  which  we  in  Chrift 
I  *  .  E  e  a  Have, 
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h^ve,  which  is  no:  only  the  gi*btind  of  our  never  fill- 
ing, bat  of  affurance  vve  fhall  never  fall.  For  what 
breaks  a  man's  peace  •after  faith  ?  Apparition  of  f»Q 
in  the  confcience :  What  makea  that  terrible  ?  The  law. 
Now  when  I  fee  inChrill^  I  have  kept  all  things  inihc 
law,  not  only  the  cry  and  accufaiions  of  the  law  anJ 
fin  are  flilled,  but  alfo  there*  arifeth  a  holy  boldnefsand 
confidence  and  joy,  even  before  the  face  of  an  angry 
God,  Eph.  iii.  i2.  And  as  foul  and  body  arc  c\tr 
knit,  fo  here,  8to. 

ConcL  3,-  This  Spirit  thus  afri(lin<T,  no  unregencraic 
man  ever  hath  :  I  fpeak  not  now   of  keeping  the  foul 
'  from  falling  from  grace,  but  from  Chf ilh 

1.  BecEfufe  the  fpirit  of  Satan  fills  them,  be  is  the 
llrong  man  that  keeps  the  palace,  under  whofe  king- 
dom and  power  they  are ;  and  therefore  this  Spirit  whiA 
deftroys  the  kingdom  of  Satan  is  not  in  them, 

2.  Becaufe  this  was  a  prerogative  that  Adam  had  not, 
.  though  he  had  'great  gifts  and  glory  ptherwife :  fo  tte 

IS  njot  the  gift  Which  is  given  unto  them. 

3.  Becaufe  this  arifeth,  and  therefore  is  given becauR 
Chrift  flood,  and  therefore  thofe  he  never  ftood  for,  ro(c 
for,  fufFcrcd  for,  never  have  it. 

4.  Therefore  we  fliall  fee  in  experience,  take  the  bel 
profieffors  living.,  though  they  may  come,  as  they  aid 
others  judged,  to  the  Lord,  and  follow  the  Lord,  J^ 
they  will  in  time  depart,  fometimes  outwardly,  Jotal 
vi.  64.-  "  There  be  fome  of  you  that  believe  nouj 
See  them,  ver.  66.  And  why  did  they  depart?  "I 
"  was  not  given  them  of  the  Father.'*  The  Sjmii 
never  was  given  effefloally  to  draw  them,  nor  yettt 
keep  them.  ' 

If  not  outwardly,  at  lead  inwardly ;  and  hence  if 
pocrites,  though  they  have  marvellous  affe£kions  utW 
Chrift,  and  fo  have  fpoken  of  him  and  commended  hifl 
and  feemed  to  be  carried  above  all  creatures  and  dwti 
towards  him,  yet  himfelfand  his  mercy,  and  his  Wool 
becomes  a  common  thing  to  them,  and  hh  knowiedl 

afl 
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and  promifes  comroon:  and  lience  th<y  flight  and  loath 
bin),  and  mourn  not  for  it,  and  lb  arc  fo  far  from  be- 
ing kept  clufc  unto  Chriil,  as  that  ^liey  are  nearer. the 
unpardonable  fin  thbiu  him.  .But  all  they  have  is  like 
Jonah's  gourd,  which  fuddenly  rifelh,  but  there  is  ft. 
worm  at  the  root,  that  puUs  it  down  jagaln  :  at^d  Tq 
their  love  dies. to  minillers  thatChrift  ftot;  and  to  hif 
truth  and  ordinances. 

^efthn.  But  if  the  Spirit  doih  thus,  who  then  fliall 
be  faved?  fo,r  who  is  there  that  departs  not? 

Anfwer.  When,  1  fay,  the  Spirit  doth  fo  affift  the 
feiihluU  as  that  they  never  depart :  the  meaning  is 
flot,  as  though  the  foul  fhouldnow  never  fall  into  any 
more  lia  or  unbelief;  for  what  do  the  faints  more 
complain  of  than  their  •backiUdings,  Ifa-  Ixiii*  17.—^ 
Heb.  xii.  I.  Saints  hearts  are  no  fooner  raifed  up, 
but  their  weight  grows  heavy  and  prefs  them  down;, 
no  fooner  do  they  walk  in  the  way,  but  fhey  begin  tO 
feu  off:  but  when  I  fay  fo,  I  fay  three  things*,  i. 
Their  whole  heart  never  departs.  2.*They  do  not  de-f 
part  forever.  3.  Though  they  do  depart  frpm  ih^ 
Lord,  yet  the  Spirit  doth  not  depart  from  -theliiV'-iS 
it  is  in  common  reafon,  the  fame  thing  may  go  citEier 
in  a  ftraight  or  croqked  line  to  the  fame  point.  Asu 
^xiver  may  run  in  a  ilraight  or  crocked  line  to  the  fea. 
[So  tlie  faints,  their  fprings  (their  hearts)  being  fet  a 
running  after  the  Lord,  though  they  do  not  follow 
,hira  in  a  ftraighc  line,  fd  as  never  to  depart  to  the  right 
^r  left  hand;  yet  they  are  fo  kept  by  the  Spirit,  that 
,lhcy  are  continually  .  making  ,  after  him,  cleaving  to 
Wm;  though  with  many  crooked  windings  of  their 
hearty,  this  way  and  that  way,  from  the  Lord.  And 
tterefore  as  it  is  in  a  wheel,  it  flands  bent  for  fuch  aa 
fad,  yet  runs  at  one  fide,  but  is  turned  by  the  ikiU  cf 
lim  that  guidjBS  it  into  the  way  again,  and  fo  let  it  run 
the  man  is  svith  it::  fo  it  is  here.     And.beoauib  fome- 

E  e  3  '   -  thing 


43*  ^^  '™^  PARABLE  OF  THE 

thing  is  like  this  in  hypccrites,  Ilhall  endeavour  to  cut 
the  thread. 

!•  Their  whole  hearts  nev^er  do  nor  can  depart  from 
the  Lord,  all  their  fins  .and  departings  are  agamft 
their  new' nature,  which  the  Lord  hath  given  them. 
It  is  againft  the  grain,  which  as,  it  aggravates  their 
fin;  fo  it  fliews  the  difference  between  tiieir  fins  and 
the  Kins  of  other  pien;  they  may  be  drawn  afidc,  but 
it  is  againlt  their  wills,  or  if  fo,  yet  againft  the  bent 
of  their  hearts,  which  is  fet  toward  the  Lord,  and 
Zion-ward;  they  may  be  carried  captive  againft  their 
wills,  as  Paul  complained  he  was,  and  made  his  moaa 
to  heaven  of  it;  or  if  with  their  wills,  yet  it  is  againll 
the  a£live  bent  of  their  wHls,  which  inclines  thcro  a- 
liother  way,  i  John  iVu  9.  *'  They  cannot  fin,  be- 
*'  caufe  the  feed  remains  in  them ;''  fo  that  they  can* 
not  fiq  with  their  whole  hearts,  nor  depart  from 
Chrift  with  their  whole  heaits;  as  it  is  with  a  wo- 
inan,  though  her  huft)and  hath  her  whole  heart,  yet 
there  is  much  we'aknefs  and  fin  mixed  with  this  love; 
fo  that  whatever  lihkindnefs  Ihe  Ihewt,  it  is  not  with 
her  \vhole  heart,  but  againft  it,  and  hence  (he  it  not 
caft  off:  So  much  more  here.  Or  as  it  is  with  tlie 
unregenerate  man  pofft^ffed  by  Satan,  though  he  may 
forfake  many  finful  courfes,  take  up  marty  duties,  def- 
pife  the  world,  yet  it  is  not  with  his  whole  heart: 
And  hence  he  is  pulled  back  like  a  bird  by  the  leg, 
Satan  having  an  end  of  his  heart,  and  he  that  is  unho* 
ly  and  unclean  will  be  fo  ftill.  So  e  contra:  As  it  U 
•with  a  ftone,  caft  it  up,  it  is  againft  the  bent  of  it,  be- 
caufe  the  nature  of  it  is  to  reft  in  the  centre,  and  hence 
it  comes  down  again.  It  is  not  by  internal  bent,  but 
by  external  vis  or  force :  fo  fin  and  Satan  being  cai\ 
out,  though  they  work  in  the  foul,  yet  they  are  ex- 
ternal agents,  (it  is  not  I,  but  fin,)  and  hence  it  13  a-, 
gainff  the  bent.  .  The  whole  foul  therefore  rieverde-i 
parts  from  the  Lord  Jefus,  but  the  Spirit  keeps  it 
there.  As  it  is  in  the.  body  of  a  man,  he  grows  fick, 
.         *  ,  and 
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and  inclines  toward  a  diflblmioti  or  confuraptioo,  and 
operations  are  hindered,  and  little  delight  in  any  thing, 
yet  the  ioul  and  boiy  are  not  yet  parted  wholly  here-, 
upon,  for  e\ren  then  they  arc  kept  clofe.  So  though 
the  heart  rnay  depart  and  incline  tovyards  confumpii- 
on,  death ;  and  little  can  the  foul  do  but  lye  lUll  and 
grieve,  yet  the  union  between  the  Spirit  and  foul  once 
raade,  is  never  bi^ken.  For  as  the  whole  foul  de-* 
parted  and, made  dil-union,  fo  the  whole  foul  return- 
ing makes  the  union.  And  hence  if  ever,  after  the 
whole  foul  Ihair  depart^  the  union  fliould  be  broken, 
and  hence  look  on  a  Chrilii^n  when  he  'is  himfelf»  he 
cannot  ftir,  nor  depart;  partly  by  a  fpirit  of  fear, 
Jer,  xxxii.  40.  Like  a  man  in  a  Ihip,  be  ^  cannot 
call  himfclf.inio  the  fea,  it  makes  him  tremble  to  think, 
what  if  I  Ihould  fall  in,  and  hence  keeps  ciofe  in  ihe 
fliip,  whatever  ftorms  come,  whatever  calms  come, 
for  he  fees  death  before  him.  O  the  lofs  of  Chrifl  and 
his  fellowfhip  hereafter,  nay  here,  is  dreadful  to  him : 
partly  by  a  fpirit  of  love,  it  conllrains  us,  that  when 
tbfe  heart  fpmetimes  cares  not  fot  Ghrift,  yet  the  fpirit 
of  love  fprings  up:  ihall  I  now  leave  him  that  pitied 
nie,  t-hat  brought  me  a  pardon,  when  my  neck  was  on 
thetlock,  &c. 

II.  When  he  doth  depart  by  reafon  of  fome  evil  in 
his  heart,  yet  it  is  not  ever,  but  he  muft  return  " 
fooner  or  latter  to  him  again,  it  was  bell  to  him  thenL 
For  look  as  it  is  with  Satan,  how  doth  he  carry 'the 
b^art  from  God?  You  fliall  fee  it  in  Judas,  John  xiii. 
He  ftands  at  the  door  and  knocks  by  a  finful  thought 
liked  of,  ver.  2.  Then  he  enters  the  houfe  by  caufmg 
the  will  to  refolve  of  it.  He  doth  not  carry  men 
iike  thofe  herds  of-  fwine  againft  their  wills,  but  pre- 
vails with  the  will  to  refolve  thus,  ver.  27.  Hereupon 
Satan  having  a  commiflion,  carries  him  out,  and  he 
>nuft  needs  go  whom  the  devils  drives;  fo  it  is  here, 
Ac  Spirit  in  recalling  the  foul,  will  have  him  come 
back,     i^  Puts  in  fecret,  fweet,  living  thoughts  again, 

£  e  4  and 
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ftnd  mak^a  tfie  foul  confider  and  remertibcf  from  whom 
it  is  fallen,  or  who  is  the  Lord.     a.  Then  cauftth  tht   : 
will  to  refolve  of  a  return,  and  then  he  mull  go  whom 
the  Spirit  draws,  Plal.  Ixiii.  6.  "  David  remembers  the   i 
*^  Lord  on  his  bed,**  though  now  driven  from  ail  ordi- 
nances: Hence,  ver.  7.  '*  Under  thy  fh^dow  I  will  tt^ 
^*  joice;''  hence,  ver.  S,  "  My  foul  folio wcth  hard  afitf 
•'  thee,  or  cleaves  to  thee.*'     But  David  was  weakatid 
feeble,  how  came  he  to  do  this?  Ver.  9.  "  Thy  band 
•*  upholdeth  me.**  Look  as- it  was  with  Sartfon,  when 
his  locks  were  cut,  he  was  like  other  men,  and  was  [ 
jnade  to  grind,  but  tiiey  grew  again,  and  then  he  was 
like  himlelf  again  :  So  when  the   Rffec\;ions  and  hearia 
to  Chrift  are  cut,  they  are  like  other  men  for  a  time; 
but  they  are  continually  coming  and   growing  agaia, 
and  then  they  are  like  themfelves  again.  '  And  I  fay, 
they  muft  return;  for  when  the  Spirit  carries  a  man 
indeed,  there  is  a  neceflity  put  upon  him,  A6\s  iv,  ao. 
•^  We  cannot  but  fpeak  the  things  we  have   heard; 
and,  2  Cor.  xiii.  8.     "  We  can  do  nothing  againt), 
♦*  but  for   the  truth."     For  here  we    (hall   fee   ihe 
broad  difference  between  a  convifted  hypocrite,  that 
knows  all  is  amifs  virith  him  and  the  faints:  he  fees  his 
falls  from  the  Lotd,  and  is  afraid  in  his  confcience'of 
mifpry  if  he  doth  not  return,  and  defires  and  endeav- 
ours for  to  do  it;   but  what  if  it  be  hard?  and  it 
feem  impoffible  to  be  better?     Now  he  falls  down  and 
thinks  this  is  an  infirmity  w^hich  God  will  pardon, 
and  fo  Satan  conquers  him;  I  fay  agaifl,  not  temptati- 
on, but  Satan  conquers  him :  for  then  a  man  is  con* 
quered,  when  faith  is  cbnqitered,  1  John  v.  4.  Th^ 
faith  is  conquered,  when  returning  to  ChriR  with  the 
whole  heart  is  conquered;  the   whole  heart  returor 
not  until  a  man^s  will  refblves  by  being  preft  with  a 
neceffity  of  a  return  and  ftaying  there.     Now    there- 
fore the  Spirit  of  God  puts  the  foul  upon  a  neeeffitf 
of  returning  to  the  Lord,  ihett  when  the  heart  faith,  it 
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♦anftct  be  that  ever  your  heart  fhonld  be  belter,  or 
the  Lord  help:  it  mull  be,  I'aith  the  foul  again,  and 
it  is  To;  I  am  not  able  to  bear  this  evil,  for  mercy  mull 
help,  and  Spirit  muil  draw ;  and  hence  the  loul  muil 
comei  Pfalm  xUi.  7,  8»  The  foiA  thinks  mercy  can, 
ind  is  willing  but  will  not?  Why,  the  Lord  commands 
it,  when  one  wave  calls,  in  for  anoiher»  mercy  mud 
ficp  in,  and  hence,  **  My  prayer  is  to  thee."  Now  thi$ 
nectffity  of  returning  to  the  Lord  appears  chiefly  in 
breaking  down  all  oppoftttona  againii  its  returft ; 
a'hich  pre  .four.    • 

1.  Sometime  fnares  of  the  world,  and  other  things 
befide.  The  Lord  cafeth  them,  the  Lord  fends  no 
croffes,  gives  them  their  heari's-clcfire,  under  which 
vines  they  reft,  yet  if  the  Lord  takes  not  all  from  them, 
he.  puts  fuch  a  cloyednefs  in  them,  that  the  foul  can- 
iH)t  but  return  to  the  Lord  again>  it,  canjiot  live  on 
fiicb  coarfe  bread,  things  that  fatisfy  not,  it  had  bet* 
ter  once,  JEcclef.  ii.  3,  4,  if. 

2.  Fears  and  difcouragemjcnts  of  fpirit ;  for  when 
delivered  from  fnares,  then  fears  come,  and  difoourage* 
mcnts,  either  by  reafon  of  outward  lofTes  or  the  Lord's 
anger:  fo  that  the  foul  fears  it  never  had^  never  fliall 
have  any  mercy,  that  hath  thus  abufed  it ;  apd  it  hath 
thought  God  himfeif  to  fay  fo,  and  his  behaviour  in 
ti0t  hearing  and  helping  in  fo  long  a  tirae^  to  witnefs  fo : 

-Yet  it  wiil  return,  though  the  Lord  never  fave  it;  it 
will  not  fin:  Jonah  yet  looks  again  to  the  temple, 
^'heu  he  could  not  come  to  it,  yet  he  would  look  to  it.' 
The  foul  will  turn  np  its  eyes  and  mourn;  O  that  I 
hive  fo  abufed  the  Lord  and  mercy  !  that  love  itfelf 
ihould  be  angry  andfrown  !  Pfalm  Ixxvii.  The  PfaU 
mift  *<  refufed  to  be  comforted,'^  verfe  2.  Nay,  ver.  3, 
Though  **'  he  remembered  God,"  and  all  his^iove  pall, 
Jtt  troubled,  diis  brought  greater  trouble,  yet,  ver.  10. 
**  I  will  remember  the  years  of  the  right-hstnd  of  tlic 
I'  Mail  High."^    Saul  did  not  thus. 
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\  3.  Thoughts  of  impoflibility  and  unlikelihood  to 
get  peace  or^  pardon,  or  viftory  over  fia  now.  For 
foraetime  the  faints  think,  the  Lord  loves  »ilae,  and  yet 
lets  thefe  evils  lie  here,  but  I  can  get  no  help  now, 
efpecially  if  after  many  prayers.  I  know  help  againft 
all  fms  they  cannot  get,  and  hence  are  hlimbled ;  but 
againft  them  (ins  that  help  can  be  got,  wherein  the 
Lord  hath  done  it  for  others,  and  which  makes  the 
Lx>rd  eftrange  himlelf,  it  muft  be  had  (for  this  temp- 
tafton  to  a  fainf  is  an  hypcrite's  overthrow)  Pfal.  xviiu 
21,  22,.  »3.  If  earth  cannot  help,  cannot  heaven? 
What,  not  the  Spirit,  \Yord,  blood,  mercy  of  a  tender 
hearted  Redeemer?  What  though  not  now?  yet  I  will 
not  give  him  over: 

4,  WhenX3od's  providence  feems  to  crofs  his  pro- 
mife,  yet  they  will  cleave  to  him  or  return  to  hira. 
For  many  times  faints  have  their  eftates  in  the  bonds 
of  God's  promifes,  and  hence  they  wait  for  accompltih- 
raentofthem;  but  the  Lord  carries  it  quite  crofs  to 
his  promife  to  their  ^eming.  He  promifeth  to  make 
alive,  to  comfort,  to  fanftify,  to  be  with  me;  and  he 
kills,  fads,  let  out  fin,  never  fuch  a  heart,  and  forfakes 
me,  O  now  faith  Ihakes!  yet  they  will  not  away, 
Heb.  xi.  15, 16.  The  Lord  calls  them  to  forfake  their 
country  ;  Abraham  is  allrangerthere,  and  that  among 
cut*throat  Canaanites,  and  dwells  in  tabernacles ;  and 
four  hundred  years  after,  his  poilerity  being  afflicted 
Ihould  have  it;  yet  he  would  not  return^  though  they 
might,  God  had  faid  here,  "  I  will  blefs  thee,'»  To  here. 
The  murmuring  Ifraelites  fell  ftiort  of  this. 

IIL-  Whenever  the  foul  doth  depart,  yet  the  Spirit 
of  God  is  ever  in  it  and  with  it,  ^fed,  Ixxiti.  2.  The 
Pfalmift  "  almoft  fell."  Why  did  he  not?'  "  Thou 
**  art  ever  with  me,  thy  hand,*\  ver.  23.  "  hath  upheld 
'*  me."  So  that  as  the  Spirit  keeps  the  foul  to  Ghrift, 
fo  it  keeps  Chriiit  in  the  foul  at  all  times.  And  hence 
faints  in  the  clofure  of  all  their  dealings  with  God, 

and 
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and'hc  with  them,  they  have  feen  his  love,  working 
good  in  all,  that  now  the  foul  can  fay,  Lo  **  the  Lord 
*' was  here,  an^  I  knew  it  noi,"  Ha.  xxv.  9,  10. 
That-  the  foul  admires  fomctjnics,  and  hence  after  all 
fees  the  Ilord  more  cl<;arly  and  ftilly  and  fweetly,  till 
at  laft  it  fecs'him.in  glory.  -Thus  you  fee  the  Spirit 
tliat  follows  faints  is  with  ttiem,  which  the  world  wants. 
0  admire  at  the  Lord,  if  this  Spirit  be  given,  that 
heaven  is  comedown  into  ijiy  hciU!  That  no  miferies, 
no  fins  can  part,  but  it  is  ever  putting  thee  in  thy  way 
again.     Hence  whtn, 

a-  They  are  r^ady  quite  to  fall  off,  and  give  them- 
lelves  for  gone,  ready'  to  be  made  away  by  temptation^ 
or  to  make  away  thcHilelves,  tlie  Lord  is  with  them 
then,  Pial.  xciv.  18.  At  the  time  of  parting,  love  ap- 
pears. 

2.  Hence  when  they  are  fometime  fo  far  gone,  as 
that  they  mind  not  their  return,  or  believe  not,  as  in 
tfae'wildernefs,  but  are  well  enough  wiihout  the  Lord, 
the  Lord^  before, they  think  or  dcfire,  prevents  them, 
PfaU  xxiii.  6.  **  Mercy  and  truth  follow  me*^*  • 

3.  Hence  when  they  think  ih'e  Lord  is  provoked, 
that  he  cannot  fave,'ihen  he  is  in  the  midft  of  his  peo- 
ple, Jer.  xix.  11,  **  Why  art  thou  as  a  man  aftonifli- 
**  cd  that  cannot  faver*' 

4.  Hence  at  the  end  of  life,  all  the  ways  of  God 
have  been  peace,  ;and  all  our  ways,  though  evll,'turn- 
e^l  for  good;  as  in  Jonas  his  departinpj;  and  by  miferies 
we  are  yet  humbled;  fometiiirg  the  Lord  is  doing  now 
for  eternity,  Micah  vii.  8.  *'  Tiiougli  I  fit  in  datknefs, 
"  tjie  Lord  will  be  a  li'>ht  unio  mc.^' 

5.  Hence  when  the  heart  and  Jlrength  fail,  and  faith 
is  failing,  and  the  heart  feels  nothing  but  pain,  yet  the 
LordfthQti  keeps,  and  this  is  comfort^,  Pfal.  Ixiii.  26. 

Confider  therefore  your  eilate,  that 
I.  Dordepart  with  your  whole  heart  from  the  Lord. 
Hath  not   tha  Lord  bow(;d  ihy  heart  toward  himfelf, 
.         -  '  by 
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by  mercies,  by  blows  ?  B^t  when  forrows  have  bees 
pa(l»  and  mercies  grown  common,  and  truth  common, 
thou  hall  llartedback  like  a  broken  bow,  which  was 
bent  backward,  when  llretcbed  forward.  And  nov 
Vhcn  God  calls  to  any  duty,  efpecially  when  tby  will 
and  ends  are  cro&d,  that  is  a  burden,  and  tboa  art 
drawn  to  that  as  a  ii{h  to  the  dry  land.  .It  is  like  ft 
fever-fit  to  thee,  and  never  mourneft  for  this.  But 
\yhen  any  matter  of  gain  and  world  is  prefented,  sil 
thoughts,  time,  ftrength  is  too  little  there,  thstjott 
fniell  of  the  field  ;  or  if  there  be  any  life^or  joy,  yet 
*^  the  jean  kine  eat  up  the  fat  kine.  Nay,  mcurnell 
thou  not  under  that  curfed  bent  which  carries. theft 
from  the  Lord*  Know  it,  thou  art  forfaken  of  the 
Lord. 

2.  Thou  that  in  times  pad  had  many  afiedions,  but 
now  forrow  is  gone,  and  feeking  of  the  Lord  gone; 
and  toeing  faUen,  feed  it  not,  but  thinkefl  it  is  with 
thee  as  with  other  Chriftians,  hail  only  the  old  vtoA 
paft^  and  fome  new  pangs  now  and  then.  Why  is  it 
thus  ?  Jer.  yiii.  4,  5^  Will  you  fall,  and  not  arifeJ 
Will  you  let  the  Lord  turn  from  you,  and  not  return? 
Doth  the  **  ftork  know  when  winter  is  near,  and  not 
♦*  ydu  your  feafon  ?"  O  look  to  it !  What,  arc  yoo 
fallen  with  a  perpetual  backfliding?  Why  will  you  nrt 
return,  but  go  away  with  a  perpetual  hackflidiog* 
Know,  Satan  hath  hold  of  this  foul. 

3.  You  people  of  God,  wonder  you  at  tliis  grace: 
Let  your  experience  prove  it.  Is  it  not  fo,  that  1 
habitation  ot  devils  lliould  be  a  houfe  x>f  the  Spirit 
of  Gody  not  to  fojourn,  but  dwell  there,  and  though 
abufed^  vexed,  yet  it  will  not  depart. 

s  E  q  T,   y. 

V.  Sandification,  in  the  room  of  Self-feeking. 

1  HIS  work  of  the  Sjirit  hath  had  many  fcratdtft 
f^d  palTed  under  divert  cenfures^  that  if  that  qt^' 

tioa 
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tton  Ihould  be  alked  of  it,  which  once  Chritlxnade 
concerning  himfelf,  "  Whom  fay  men  that  I  am  ?*^ 
We  ihall  find  five  fevcral  apprehenfioils  of  it. 

1.  Some  have  made  it  common,  and  that  this  trea- 
fiire  may  be  digged  out  of  dung-hills,  that  the  Lord 
cafls  thefe  pearls  to  fwine,  that  a  carnal  heart  may 
hav^e  all  thefe  gifis  and  graces  which  the  righteous  have, 
and  Adam  had,  and  perifli  at  lad.  And  hence  n^ 
evidence  from  it  at  all. 

2.  Some  have  not  made  it  thus  common,  but  pro- 
per to  the  eleft,  and  that  none  are  juftified  but  they 
are  fan£lified,  and  e  contra.  But  it  hath  been,  and, 
they  think  it  is  fo  difguifed  with  the  mixture  of  fia 
and  temptation,  and  cannot  be  known  or  very  hardly. 
If  fo,  that  thou^  the  Lord  Jefus  "  come  unto  his  own,'» 
and  dwell  not  only  in  their  houfes,  but  in  their  hearts, 
yet  they  know  hipi  not. 

-  3.  Some  fay  it  may  te  knowti,  but  not  as  dwelling 
in  our  hearts,  but  as  inherent  in  Chrift,  making  the 
inherent  grace  of  Chrift  in  Chrift  himfelf  to  be  our 
fanftification,  which  the  apoftle  makes  to  be  our  righ- 
teoufnefs.  And  fo  as  the  Papifts  aboIiih-Chrift's  righ- 
teoufiiefs  for  juftification,  by  making  it  to  confift  only 
in  infufion  of  grace  in  us ;  thefe  aboiifti  Chrift  to  be 
our  fan€tification,  by  making  all  our  fanftificatioa  to 
confift  in  inhapfion  in  Chrift  out  of  ns. 

4.  Some  lay  thfere  is  a  fanftification  in  us  :  but 
^wrherein  doth  it  confift  ?  Not  in  any  habitual  hoUnefs^ 
or  graces  in  us,  but*fn  the  immediate  afilings  of  Chrilt 
in  us,  and  fo  the' Lord  makes  his  mufic  without  any 
firings,  and  reveals  things  to  us  witheut  eyes,  and 
jnakes  us  live  without  any  power  of  life  :  and  fo  after 
jaftification  they  put  a  Chriftian  in  fuch  an  eftate  of 
fanftificaticn  ^  that  he  is  a  mere  patient,  in  next  dif- 
pofitton  to  move,  if  he  be  moved;  like  a  weatheri-cock, 
tvhich  hath  no  power  at  all  to  move,  but  as  thie  wind 
blows  it,  good  or  bad.    ^ 

'    ^.  Some  grant'  that  there  ia  a  fan£tification  proper 
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to  the  faithrul,  attd  in  the  faithful  ah  habitual  h6Hiicf% 
and  confifting  in'  a  «ioit  blefftrd,  inward,  totul  chaiige. 
But  when  they  come  to  application  of  this  tP  them- 
felves,  they  think  that  if  ihey  have  feme  feformauoa 
with  fome  inward  aftctlion,  they'  think  every  ovrrly 
change  is  fanclification,  ami  this  rauft  be  a  good  evi- 
dence to  them.  .  And  fo  like  fome  hcrbalifts  that  treat 
of  the  fovereign  excellen' ,  -s  of  feveral  herbs,  but  when 
they  come  to  gatiier  tlicm  in  the  garden,  they  take 
their  counterfeits  in  the  room  of  them.  The  caufcs  of 
which  variety  of  apprehenfions  is  the  rarenefs  of  it 
(and  therefore  it  is  unknown)  and  the  corrupt  experi- 
ence of  men. 

I  fhall  therefore  lay  level  thefe  things,  by  ihtmr\i 
you  "what  that  meafure  offanftification  is  which  is  ifl 
us,  and  which  is  peculiar  to  the  eleft,  and  which  sifo 
may  be  known  by  them  which  have  it:  and  thorefcrc 
fhall  not  fpeak  of  fandification  at  large,  which  is  the 
change  of  the  whole  man  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  where- 
by he  is  feparated  from  fia,  and  fin  mortified  in  hitn; 
and  by  the  life  of  Ciirill,  whereby  he  is  dedicated  onto 
Chrift,  and  lives  his  life>  But  I  (hall  treat  of  it  no^^, 
fo  far  forth  efpecially  as  this  change  may  be  known  by 
it ;  and  therefore  I  oppofe  it  to  felf-ieekin^. 

S^ufftion.  But  why  do  you  oppofe  fant>ificatioQ  to 
felf-feeking?    -    ' 

^nfwer  I.  Becaufe  this  fanfllfi::ation,  I  now  fpeak 
of  it  fo  far  forth  as  it  may  he,  (ten;  now  it  is  feen  here  - 
chiefly,  becaufe  it  may  be  fatd,^ere  it  is:  bat  h'vp^^ 
crites  have  a  change:  Wherein  miy  it  be  known  tote 
different  from  theirs?  Why,  the  change  of  the  heart 
chiefly  appears  in  the  change  of  the  utmoft  end. 

2.  Becaufe  as  the  pollution  .of  the  whole  man,  and 
all  his  anions,  civil,  moral  and  religious,  confift  chief- 
ly, aixd  appear  in  this  felf-feeking,  or  making  ourfelves 
our  utmoft  end.  This  iuakes  the  raoft  glorious  atlions 
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vll^,  and  ftaiQS  them  all.  Sp .  the  fan£tification  of  a 
man  confids  chiefly,  and  appears*  in  making  the  Lord 
our  utmoil  end  in  all  we  do:  So  that  though  the  ac-> 
tions  be  never  fo  mean  and  poor,  yet  this  puts  a  glory 
and  luftre  on  tbefn/and  is  the  crown  of  them,  even  cf 
the  *'  giving  ofa  cup  of  cold  water,"  Matlh.  vi.  12. 
*'  If  thy  eye  be  fmgle."  Look  therefore,  as  before  the 
Lord  juftifies  the  foul,  every  man  living  fecks  himfelf 
as  his  lail  end  and  good;  and  out  of  this  captivity  no 
power  can  rcdeeeni  theny,  Dan.  iv.  30.  Gen,  xi.  4. 
So  after  it,  the  Lord  fanftifics  the  loul  with  fuch  a 
meafure  of  his  grace,  as  makes  the  Lord  his  utmoft  end :  ' 
And  this  no  other  have. 

Let  me  therefore  ihew  you  what  this  fanflification  13 
2Qore  fully,  and  that  with  all  the  chief  ingredients  in  it, 
that  fo  it  may  be  the  better  known. 

It  is  the  renovation  of  the  whole  man,  appearing  in 
the  change  of  a  man's  ntmoll  end.  But  more  parti- 
cularly, 

It  is  that  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the  foul,  whereby  the 
foul  beholding  the  glory  of  Chrift,  and  feeling  his  love, 
hereupon  .clofeth  with  the  whole  will  of  Chrift,  and. 
Iceketh  Jto  pleafe  him,  as  his  happinefs  and  utmoil  end. 
For  look,  as  in  felf-feeking  there  are  four  things: 
.1;  A  man  beholds  himfelf,  and  fome  good  in  him- 
ifclf. 

^    2.  Loves  himfelf  abundantly. 
3.  Pleafcth  his  own  will. 

4*  Doth  this  as  his  utmoft  and  laft  end.  So  here  m 
is  defcription  of  fah£tification,  which  I  oppofe  chiefly 
felf-corruption,  are  four  things. 
u  The  foul  beholds  the  Lord  in  all  his  glory,  fee- 
qf  him  prefent  with  him  in  all  his  glory,  and  fct 
fore  him,  Pfal.  xyi,  8.'  For  this  is  one  neccffary 
^edient  to  his  fan^iiication  and  feeking  the  Lord 
his  utmoft  end.  For  why  doth  a  man  feck  him* 
ii  He  fees  fome  glory  and  good  in  himfelf,  none 
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in  the  Lord.     And  her^ce  we  fay  of  feme  men,  whofe 
pride  fpbila  their  parts,  they  know  thcmfelvcs  too  well, 
and  hence  faints,  when  they  fee  their  own  vUenelit 
and  fee  the  Lord,  th^y  are  fa  far  from  fecking,  as  tiiit 
they  lothe  themfclvcs.     Therefore  when  the  Lord  re* 
veals  hjmfelf  to  the  foul  in  his  glory,  this  makes  them 
feek  him  and  not  the njfe Ives,   i  Goi\  i.  30.  *' Ghrift 
**  is  made  wifdora,  righteoufncfs,  8tc.  that  all  might 
"  glory  in  him.*'     For  this  ia  tlie  glory  of  Ghriil,  and 
the  firft  principle  of  feeking  the  Lord,  the  foul  fees 
his  good  laid  up  in  the  Lord  more  than  in   himWi; 
nay,  wholly  in  the  Lord,  not  af  all  in  himfclf.    His 
wifdora  is  in  him,  he  cannot  but  wilder  till  utterly  loft 
without  him.     His  righteoufnefs  is  in  him,  he  coaiJ 
never  have  one  fin  pardoned  by  angels  holinefs  witi- 
out  him.     His  fan£tification  is  in  him»  he  could  not 
have  the  leaft  thought  nor  dcfire,  but  the  Lord  maft 
work  it  in  him.     His  redemption  is  in  him,  there 
could  not  be  freedom  one  hour  from  unknown  ev^ 
but  by  him.     Hence  feeing  him   fnch   an   one,  U 
feeks  him.     As*  why  do  med  feek  men,  efpeciaUy  if 
great  ?    Why  do  mei^  defire  to  (land  before  princes,^ 
and  plcafe  them,  fo  that  they  will  not  gladly  ofFcr  the©' 
the  lead  diftafte  ?    Becaufe  they  fee  them  before  theia. 
beholding  of  them,  apt  to  be  angry,  if  difpleafed  ;  acl 
their  greatnefs  awes  them.     So  her6.     Why  is  nii 
the  Lord  Jefus  pleafed  ?    He  is   not  feen  in  his  glort,^ 
nor  made  really  prefent ;    and   hence,  Rev.  v.  i2,i3« 
When  they  faw  him  **  on  his  throne,  they  <jaft  doffft' 
**  their  crowns,  and  gave  him  glory.'' 

2.  The  foul  alfo  feels  his  love,  and  fo  abundantlf 
loves  him  again.  For  how  come  men  to  feek  tbeia^ 
felves  in  every  thing,  and  they  cannot  but  do  it?  K 
is  becaufe  they  love  thcrafelves,  and  that  abundafit^ 
necefT^rily,  as  fire  barns  ;  fo,  fhou^  they  burn  fo  W 
in  this  love,  that  at  lad  they  confumc  therafelves.  S» 
how  do  any,  can  any  fee|c  the  Lord?  We  know  tW 
apoftle  faith,  x  Cor-  xiii.  5.    "Love  feeks   not  i^ 
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".own/^  When  the  Sun  hath  put  out  this  fire  of 
our  felf-love,  ivhen  the  fenfe  of  the  Lord's  love  hath 
kindled  that  love  to  the  l^rd  again,  as  that  it  abun- 
dantly loves  Chrift,  .now  it  will  feek  the  things  of 
Ghrift,  and  not  its  own  thii^gs.  And  as  there  is  abun- 
dance of  felf^Iove,  that  men  are  eaten  up  with  it;  fo 
there  muft  be  much  love,  which  mud  be  abundantly 
ihcd  in  the  heart,  fo  as  to  eat  up  that;  arifing  from  the 
fenfe  of  the  Lord's  love,  and  that  abundantly.  For 
many  a  man  comes  to  have  fpme  good  will,  and  aflec* 
tion,  and  love  to  the  Lord,  but  yet  never  comes  to  feek 
the  Lord  as  his  lad  end,  and  live  to  him.  Why?  Be- 
.  caufe  he  hath  not  tailed  abundantly  of  the  Lord's  mer- 
cji  grace,  and  love,  Pfal.  Ixxxvi.  13,  13.  And  hence 
the  incomparable  fpirit  of  Paul,  "  I  feek  not  yours, 
"  but  you:".  Wherein?  In  being  "  willing  to  fpend.'^ 
But  fave  yourfplf  Paul :  Nay,  *'  and  to  be  fpent;** 
With  much  ado:  nay,  **  ipoft  gladly.'*  Though  yoa 
love  me  not,  becaufe  I  love  you:  So  h^re,  though 
Chrill  Ihould  not  love,  yet  he  is  worthy,  he  hath  done, 
enough,  and  now  the  foul  will  not  only  do,  but  rejoice, 
Wy,  in  fufFerings;  becaufe  his  love  is  not  dropt,  but 
filed  in  our  hearts.  And  hence  it  is  a  never-failing 
rule,  little  love  or  alTurance  of  it,  little  feeking  the 
.  Lord;  much  affurance,  much  feeking  him.     . 

3.  Hereupon  the  foul  clofeth  with  the  whole  will 
of  Chrill,  and  pleafeth  it,  becaufe  it  pleafeth  him.  It 
is  wiih  every  man,  as  it  was  with  Sarapfon,  he  would 
weds  have  a  wife  of  the  Philiftines;  why  fp?  Judges 
2iiv,  3.  Becaufe  **  ihe  pleafeth  me."  So,  w.hy  wiH 
fflen  feek  themfclves,  fave  thcmfelves,  love  themfelves, 
and  pleafe  their  own  wills?  becaufe  it  pleafeth  them. 
Look  therefore  as  the  foul  when  be  loved  himfelf,  did 
feek  to  pleafe  only  bis  own  will  in  every  thing,  and 
it  is  good  becaufe  it  pleafeth  me;  fo  the  foul,  wTiofe 
heart  is  noV  indeared  to  Chrift,  though  he  cannot 
pcrfcftly  do  it  (that  is  in  heaven)  yet  he  fceks  to  give 
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the  whole  will  df  Chrift  content,  becftofe  it  plcaJrth 
Chrifl:.  And  this  is  that,.  God  hath  fworn  his  people 
ihall  have,  Luke  i.  74,  75."  And  that  Chrift  baih 
•*  delivered  us  from  all  our  enemies/*  (for  the  great 
reafon  why  men  cleave  not  to  the  Lord,  and  pleafei 
\(rhich  we  account  friends,  which  are  the  Lord's  est- 
mies,  fatan  and  world)  **  to  ferve  hira  without  fetf,** 
i\  e.  in  lov^e,  and  **  in  holiaefs  and  righteoufnefs/'  l^^ 
His  whole  will,  "  all  our  days."  And  hence,  Eph.  tr. 
8,  9.  *'*They  were  darknefs,  but  now  are  light,"  by 
faith,  now  there  is  fanftity^  "  walk  as  children  rf 
•*  light-"  Wherein  confills  tha^?  **  Proving  whatia 
*«  acceptable  to  God,"  Hence,  Eph.  vj.  6.  They 
iliould  **  pleafe  Ghrill,  doing  the  will  of  God  60a 
«*  the  heart."  And  this  is  fo  ncceffary,  that.  Gal.  i,  10. 
The  a^oftle  faith,  **  If  I  pleafe  men,"  i.  e.  their  wilis, 
A  I  am  not  Chrifl's,"  And  this  is  "  walking  worthy 
•*  of  the  Lord,  pleafing  hira  in  all  things,"  and  th* 
is  fruit,  the  end  of  the  tree  and  leaves  alfo,  and  difler- 
encing  a  tree  from  all  other,  that  be  beautiful,  but  b^- 
ren,  Col.  i.  la. 

^lefthn.  But  why  do  yon  make  this  to  confift  is 
pleafing  the  whole  will  of  Chrid,  and  not  of  God  die 
Creator? 

Anfoer  I.  Bccaufe  our  fanftification  now  canatf 
pleafe  God  as  a  Creator,  though  it  may  pleafe  himtUt 
is  the  Creator  in  Chrift,  becaufc  only  perfeft  holta^ 
can  pleafe  him. 

2.,  Becaufe  Chrift  hath  pleafed  the  Father  bytlie 
holinefs  of  hitnfelf :  now  this  being  done,  and  thcie- 
fore  God  having  put  all  things  into  his  hands,  haviaf 
done  that  for  ns,  we  are  to  give  content  to  him.  Ad 
herein  our  fandtification  is  differing  from  the  itna^e 
Adam  had,  who  in  clofing  with  the  will  of  God,  kxk- 
tA  upon  him  as  a  Creator?  ours.refpefts  a  Redeemer, 
who  hath  bought  us  to  himfelf,  and  hence  we  arc  i« 
refpeO:  him  in  our  actions  now. 

^eftion*    But  why  doth  the  foul  clofe  with  dtf 
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wbole  will  of  Chrift)   i,   e.   fo  far  as   it  is  niad^ 
koown? 

An/wer.  Firft,  becaufe  the.holinefs  of  Ohrift  here 

chiefly  difcovers  itfelF,  and  againil  this  a  carnal  heart 

will  idifcover  itfclf.     For  Capernaumites  may  boaft  in^ 

and  give  entertainment  to  the  perfoii  of  Chrill,  but 

when  they  come  to  repent  (which  was  one  part  of  his 

will)  that  they  did  not,  that  they  would  not :   •*  Woe 

"  therefore  to  thee  Capernaum  :"  as  many  will  clof<j 

with  Chrift  for  pardon  of  fin,  and  lay  their  facks  on 

him,  but  you  muft  burden  yourfelves  wijth  them-,  or* 

the  Lord  will  never  eafe  you  of  them.     O  no,. and 

hence  they  baVe  light  forrow  for  fin ;  many  will  em* 

brace  the  comforts  of  Chrift,  and  love  of  Chrift,  and 

this  joys  them,  yet  the  will  of  Chrill  that  is  wearifom^ 

to  them,  Rom.  viii.  8.     They  will  pick  «nd  chufe* 

Secondly,  Becaufe  this  difcovers  a  deep  ditch  of 
deceit  in  the  heart :  many  take  up  fome  duties^  and 
why  do  they  do  them  ?  Becaufe  they  pleafe  the  Lord, 
9nd  the  Lord  commands,  and  for  his  fake,  when  in- 
deed it  is  to  pleafe  then>felvcs:  for  in  other  things 
they  care  not  whether  they  pleafe  the  Lord  or  no. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  this  clofing  with  his  whole  will. 
Only  gives  the  Lord  content :  as  it  is  not  the  firings,  or 
Inking  upon  One  firing  that  makes  the  mufic,  but 
ftriking  on  tliem  all  according  to  rule*  So  here :  and 
fence  when  they  facrificed  and  obferved  new  moons^ 
Ifa*  i.  14.  "  Who  hath  required  thefe  things  at  your 
i*  bands?'*  Hence  when  the  people^ begin  to  put  the 
Lord  off  with  mean  performances,  any  common  fiufi^, 
1^  Lord  takes  fiate  upon  him,  and  faith,  he  is  a- 
ting,  Mai.  f.  14.  and  9,  lo.  ''  I  have  no  pleafufe  in 
'you."  ' 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  this  only  will  give  peace;  and 
ijcrefore  let  any ,  man  begin  to  pick  and  chufe,  and 
is  heart  die  to  the  Lord's  will^  if  Jonah-Iike  he  will 
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flie  from  any  way  of  the  Load's  and  continoe  thefe*  he 
fhall  have   llorins:    and   hence,    i  Joha  ii.  3>  4»  5*' 
•*  Hereby  we  know  him,'*  &.c.' 

4,  He  clofeth  with  the  whole  wtU  of  the  Lord,  as 
his  happinefsand  utmoft  end;  as  a  man  made  himCelf 
his  lad  end  before,  and  defired  Gtod  and  Cbriil  only  to 
keep  bis  fores  from  aking,  for  fo  I  look  upon  all  men 
made  up  of  wants;  if  the  body  ake  with  coki»  fiomach 
with  hunger,  head  for  want  of  fleep,  coofcience  for  fia, 
all  happinefs  lies  in  the  eafing  hereof,  and  here  lies 
their  blifs.  So  now  the  foul  makes  the  life  of  the  Lord 
its  happinefs^  to  live  unto  him,  Gal.  ii.  lo.  He  makes 
it  his  meat  ^nJ  drink  to  do  the  Lord's  will;  for  Jeha 
fought  the  Lord,  but  bis  lall  end  was  himfeif,  as  Jfobn 
xvi,  2.  ^^  A  man  may  kill,  and  think  he  doth  God 
good  fervice/'  bat  that  is  not  his  lafl.end;  a  carnal 
heart  may  crofs  his  own  will,  but  not  his  own  utmoft 
end,  ^s  Judas:  a  man  may  fcek  the -Lord  with  delight, 
and  follow  the  ordinances,   and  faft,  and  pray^   but 
himfeif  is  his  end  Hill,  Zecb.  vii.  5,  6.«— Ifa.  Iviii.  4,5. 
As  a  man  that  goes  to  a  city,  he  will  da  your  buliaefs, 
.  but  lie  would  not  go,  unlefs  be  had  his  own  ends  to 
bring  about  there.     But  thofe  that  are  truly  fan£tified, 
make  the  Lord  their  lad  end  and  happinefs.     It  ia  not 
only  good  to  do  the  Lord^s   will,  (for  thus  men  may 
feck  the  Lord)  as  thinking  it  good  fo  to  do,  but  as 
their  bleffcdnel's,  elfe  it  is  not  their  laft  end,  and  £0  not 
fought  as  their  laft  end;  and  fo  it  is  with  the  foul. 
As  a  river  runs  to  the  lea,  many  fprings  run  into  it, 
^nd  it  carries  them  down  all  into  it;  fo  there  are  ma- 
ny QCcafion§,  hinderances,  bufineiles,  yet  it  carries  thes 
i|ll  down  with  it,  even  the.  more  violently,  the  more 
it  IS  hindered,  Pfal.  cxix.  126,  127.  "  Therefore  love 
**  I  them  above  gold.'*     And  this  exprefleth  icfelf  is 
three  things : 

t.  In  admiring  the  glory  of  the  Lord^  and  his  will 
and  ways,  and  accounting  them  happy  men^  and  bld^ 
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fed,  thftt  thus  can  and  do  live.  For  fometime  the  foul  ia 
decayed  and  fallen  from  this,  orfick  and  weak;  now 
if  accounts  ihcni  happy,  tbat  have  health  and  lln^ngth 
to  walk  abroad,  Pful,  i,  i,  2. 

2^,  In  being  never  at  red  in  his  mind,  until  now  that 

he  comes  to  this:  for  therein  a  man's  making  any 

thing  his  lad  end  appears;  as  he  made  his  goods  his 

laft  end,  Luke  xii.  19.    Now  therefore  my  foul  be  at 

rcff,  for  there  is  no  feeing  the  Lord  but  fclffceking 

hinders:  now  though  it  be  thus  yet,  do  I  make  iny- 

felf  my  laft  end?  then  my  mind  would  be  at  red:  l^t 

if  fatisfied,  it  is  not  at  reft  till  now:  and  hence  Paul, 

when  he  had  run  this  race,  now  you  fee  him  Icjaning 

upon  his  pillow,  2  Tim.  iv.  6,  7.     And  hence  faints 

are  loth  to  die  and  be  blefft^d  in  heaven,  becaufe  they 

have  done  fo  little  work  as  yti;  little  do  the  faints  for 

the  Lord  many  times,  yet  iheir  hearts  are  upright:  for 

what  mourn  they  for  fo  much  as  this,  when  they  have 

looked  upon  it ;  O  that  the  Lord  hath  been  a  lofer  by 

them! 

3.  It  carries  the  foul  through  all  difficulties,  with 
power  and  delight,  Prbv.  x,   29.    .**  The  way  of  the 
**  Lord  is  ftrength  to  the  righteous,  and  joy."  Rom. 
vii.  22.  **  I  do  delight  in  the  law  of  God,  in  the  inner 
**  man/'  Other  nations  walk  "  in  the  name  of  iheir 
**  gods,  we  in  ours,'*  Micah  iv.  5.     As  when  wealth 
or  honour. is  a  man*s  utmoA  end,  with  what  violence 
•are  men  carried  to  it;  and  hence  a  man  thinks  he 
hath  never  fuch  good  days  as  then,  when  he  can  do 
much  for  the  Lord ;  and  hence  when  any  .duty  is  to 
t)e  done,  when  fearfol  to  do  it,  or  loth  to  perform  it, 
when  ih^   heart  is  dead,  yet  beholding  it  with  a  fpiri- 
tual  eye,  that  this  gives  Jehovah  honour,  O  this  car- 
ries the  foul  headlong  even  into  miferies,  *'  Not  my 
**  will,  but  thine  be  done."     This  eafeth  the  heart, 
feven  in  the  belly  of  hell,  and  in  times  of  the  deeped 
defertion. 
To  this  fanClification  all  the  faints  do  come,  every 
F  f  3  one 
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one  in  their  meafare;  and  if  ever  tha  foul  tafted  Ac 
J-ord's  love,  or  ever  was  humbled  with  the  bittcnic& 
of  fia,  the  firft  voice  and  main  care  is ;  ^<  Lord,  what 
♦*  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do^'*  Nay,  though  no  affur- 
ance,  and  it  cannot  joy  in  the  Lofd'^  love,  yet  it  will 
in  the  Lord's  will;  and  hence  when  irhatb  full  ailur- 
ancd)  yet  finding  fuch  a  vile  heart,  if  God  flipuld  give 
it  heaven  with  fuch  a  heart,  it  would  be  death :  and 
hence  when  he  thinks  of  going  to  hell,  yet  there  (faith 
he)  let  me  blefs  thee ! 

This  fan£tification  all  unfound  hearts  do  want;  much 
Information,  much  afiVftion,  many  duties,  but  iheit 
end  is  not  changed^  though  their  lives  be>  and  hearts 
feem  to  be- 

X.  Bccaufe  they  cannot  love  the  Lord,  becaufcthff 
Lo*d  doth  never  Ihed  his  love  into  their  hearts, 

2,  This  was  the  life  of  Chrift,  John  viii-  20.  of 
which  life  they  that  are  dead  in  fin  never  have  one  a£t, 
though  they  may  think  they  have,    , 

3,  This  is  the  end  of  our  cleflion,  which  thcreforo 
an  unfound  heart  may  as  foon  attain  to,  as  to  elcft,  or 
10  be  elected  of  God,  Eph,  i.  4.  *'  holy  in  love." 

This  may  eafily  be  known:  i.  Cannot  a  mankno* 
when  he  is  happy?  a.  Cannot  Peter  tell  Chrift  that 
he  lovel  him  ?  3.  Cannot  a  man  tell  whether  he  be »« 
hypocrite  or  no?  For  he  that  cannot  prove  bis  utmoft 
end  is  changed,  mufl  bonfefs  himfelf  an  hypocrite  yeii 
•his  heart  was  never  changed,  whatever  affurance  or 
peace  he  hath  had;  a  thing  is  never  good  till  it  fervcs 
its  end  it  was  made  for* 

O  therefore  look  that  you  content  not  yourfclves 
with  reformation,  but  come  to  this;  elfe,  i.  You  lofc 
all  your  obedience,'  the  Lord  regards  it  not,  the  Lxwd 
will  take  all  from  you ;  as  veflTels  that  are  made  to 
hold  wine,  and  they  cannot,  lay  them  bye,  **  the  Lo"!^ 
♦*  hath  DO  pleafure  in  you,"  MaK  K  8,  9,  10.  »•  ^ 
you  do,  the  Lord  will  apcept  your  pooreft  and  meaoeil 
icrviccs;  Confid^i 
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1.  Gfarift  cad  by  his  robes,  beiag  privy  to  his  own 
worth,  to  become  obedieiu,  Phil.  ii.  6.  8. 

2.  His  infinite  wifdom  is  in  every  comuiand,  though 
thy  carnal  reaiba  like  it  no^. 

3.  His  infinite  love  ior  thy  good,  though  thou  tbink- 
<A  it  is  tor  thy  hurt, 

4.  Hia  glory,  though  thoa  getted  no  good  at  ail  b/ 
it.  %  • 

S  E  C  T.    VL 


VL  r  ULNESS  of  the  Spirit  of  glory,  in  tlic  room 
of  the  world. 

"  Whom  the  Lord  doth  juftify,  thofe  he  doth  glori- 
*'  fy,*'  Rom.  viii.  jo.  /.  e.  with  the  glory  of  another 
^orld,  which  though  it  be  hid  for  a  time  from  others, 
and  fometimes  from  tbemfelves,  yet  they  do  partake 
of  it  now,  and  it  fhall  be  revealed  upon  them  anolhec 
^y»  I  Peter  v.  i.  Now,  though  hypocrites  may  tafte 
of  the  word;  nay,  of  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come, 
yet  they  fall  Ihort  of  this  raeafure  of  glory.  And  I  fay, 
tbis  fills  them  to  the  room  of  this  world* 

^leftion.  How  are  men  full  of  the  world,  a;nd  what 
ii  the  Spirit  of  glory  ? 

Anfofer.  I  fhall  ihew  this  in  three  conclufions, 

ConcU  I.  That  the  full  reil  and  peace  of  the  foul 
is  to  be  found  only  in  the  prefenpe  of  God  Almighf 
ty,  in  this  Being  of  beings.  His  perfections  are  in 
himfelf,  and  hence  he  keeps  a  perpetual  Sabbath  of 
reft  in  hirafdf:  in  this  reft  only  the  foul  of  man 
can  find  reft,  Heb.  iv.  6.  lo. — Pfah  xvi.  ii.  He  is 
the  journey's  end  of  aU  a  man's  labours,  and  life,  and 
travels.  Hence,  John  xvii.  13.  When  Cfarift's  work  . 
^as  ended,  now  I  come  not  to  heaven  fo  much  as  to 
lbee#     And  hence^  when  Solomon  had  tired  out  him- 
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felf  in  his  travels  through  all  the  things  of  this  world, 
to  find  reft,  he  returns  empty  and  crying  home,  and 
now  when  he  funis  up  his  glory,  Ecclef.  i.  i,  2.  He 
ililes  himfelf, 

I.  A  man  gathered  td  the  church,  to  be  as  near  God 
as  he  can. 

a.  *^  The  Son  of  David,"  to  whom  the  promifi» 
were  made. 

And  then^  3.  **  Kings  of  Jcrufalem,"  the  laft  and 
leaft.  He  is  that  houfe  and  home  of  his  people,  whetb- 
jcr  in  fleeting  or  fj^ttled  condition,  from  one  generation 
to  another,  Pfal.  xc.  i.  So  that  the  prophet  finding 
this  to  be  moft  true,  I  fay^  ftands  aftoniihed  at:  men: 
'and  bec^ufe  men  had  deaf  ears  here,  and  their  bellies 
could  not  hear,  he  cries  to  the  heavens  to  be  aftcmifii- 
cdat  this,  Jer.  ii.  i^,  13.  This  wine  the  Lord  puts 
under  his  lock  and  key;  it  is  not  to  be  found  in  earth, 
in  church  liberties,  you  may  foon  fee  this  temple  not 
one  ftone  left  on  another,  nor  in  heaven  limply,,  nor 
in  fellowihip  of  angels;  only  it  is  in  the  Lord,  draw* 
ing  nigh  to  the  foul  in  thefe,  and  drawing  the  foul  at 
laft  near  to  himfelf  by  thefe. 

ConcL  2.  That  all  reprobates  being  eftranged  frora 
God,  and  God  from,  them,  are  alfo  firangers  to  this 
reft,  this  life  of  God,  this  life  of  glory*  Eph.  iv.  18* 
and  therefore  feek  for  it  and  fuck  it  eut  of  the  paps  of 
the  creature,  and  that  which'  is  not  God.  And  this 
their  hearts  are  full  of  the  world,  P&L  xvii.  14. 
♦*  Duft  they  eat,  and  upon  their  bellies  they  go,"  fluft 
for  it  where  they  will,  they  fliall  never  find  it  in  him; 
and  if  they  do  fipd  it  any  where  elfe  in  this  world, 
let  them-  fill  iherafelves  to  the  full,  for  they  have  thetr 
portion,  they  have  their  reward.  And  hence  they  do 
(all  unregenerate  men  living)  find  their  reft  in  fome- 
thing  out  of  God ;  reft  to  their  confciences  in  duties, 
and  fomething  of  God ;  reft  to  their  hearts  in  fomc 
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creature$,  either  unlawful  or  lawfuU.  Matth.  %x\v.  38* 
And  there  is  never  a  carnal  heart;  but  give  him  his 
imaginary  content  here,  and  he  would  defire  to  live 
here  as  an  exile  from  God»  and  to  be  without  him,  if 
there  were  no  hell,  no  plagues,  &c.  For  here  is  their 
treafare,  not  above;  here  are  thy  good  things:  and 
this  is  the  very  reafon  why  a  man  lives  without  God, 
nay  when  he  Hands  convinced  of  it,  nay  when  troubled 
with  thoughts  of  this,  and  no  duties'  can  eafe  him,  be- 
caufe^  fomething  out  of  God  is  his  bottom  to  ftand  u« 
f)Qn,  and  his  reft  and  peace ;  it  may  be  meat,  driuk, 
heahb,  ileep,  occafional  delights,  and  a  quiet  life* 
That  as  it  is  with  feamen,  they  can  endure  winda  and 
weather^  and  rent  faila,  and  torn  malls,  becauie  they 
live  upon  that  trade,  another  will  not:  fo  it  is  here. 
Though  many  troubles  of  mind,  yet  they  ply  that  oar, 
it  is  their  living. 

ConcL  3.  That  all  thofe  whom  the  Lord  intends 
food  unto^  thofe  he  calls  in  time  out  of  this  world  in- 
to  his  eternal  glory  of  reft  and  peace,  out  of  this 
world  into  another*  And  as  their  hearts  were  filled 
with  another  world  before,  fo'  their  hearts  are  filled 
with  the  glory  of  this  other  world  now,  John  xvii. 
14*  16.— 1  Peter  v.  10.  And  this  reft  and  peace  in 
God  is  the  glory  of  the  faints.  That  look  as  it  is  with 
reprobates,  what  is  their laft  and  great  woe?  2  Theff. 
xix.  "  It  is  feparation  from  the  Lord;"  fo  this  is  the 
great  glory  pf  the  faints,  to  enter  into  him,  as  Mofes 
did  into  the  cloud,  and  fo  to  reft  in  him.  **  I  go  to 
•*  my  God  and  your  God.*'  Hence  the  faints  are 
faid  to  ."  fell  aw^y  all  for  this^  treafure,"  for  this 
pearl,  for  the  Lord:  and  fb  the  Lord  is  inftead  of  all, 
and  better  to  them  than  all  they  bad  before.  They 
Can  live  royally  ypon  him,  having  bnt  one  thing  to 
look  to^  and  having  a}l  things  in  this  one  thing; 
and  more  royally  than  the  princes  of  the  world  can 
upon  tbcir  lulls  and  earthly  treafures.  This  is  the  reft 
and  peace  the  faints  have,  Heb.  iv.  3.  •*  They  that 
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«'  believe  do  enter  into  reft.'* '  God  calls  them  oat  d 
the  world  by  forae  bitterneia  of  it,  or  by  feme  cloyiag 
and  furfeiting,  and  making  their  hearts  weary  of  the 
f wee tnefs  thereof,  and  then  they  enter  into  glory •  The 
Lord  fees  nothing  can  fill  their  hearts  nor  ftop  their 
cries,  but  him  *  and  now  this  fea  of  glory  breaks  ins- 
pon  them,  and  fills  their  hearts:  and  this  the  Loid 
tloth  two  ways,  according  as  there  are  two  things  ia 
that  good  that  fills  the  heart. 

1.  Proportion. 

2.  Propriety. 

So  there  are  two  rays  of  eternal  glory  chiefly,  where- 
by the  Lord  gives  full  reft  tod  peace,  and  fo  glory  to 
his  people.  .- 

I.  He  reveak  the  good  they  are  to  enjoy  in  anodjer 
world,  in  its  full  proportion,  viz.  **  what  is  the  riches 
"  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints,'*  Eph.  i.  17, 18. 
For  no  good  fatisfies  till  it  is  known  in  its  greataels, 
though  yet  there  be  degrees  of  this.  For  we  fiiall  {ee 
many  Chriftians  have  aiTurance,  where  is  the  joy  of  it. 
Not  affe£led  with  it,  becaufe  he  knows  not  what  it  is 
ec  that  time.  At  another  time^  his  heart  is  above  all 
tiie  world,  becaufe  he  fees  what  is  that  glory  the  faints 
have,  and*  that  he  hath  it,  it  fwallows  him  op  and 
confounds  him.  Why  me  Lord !  And  this  is  the 
reafon  why  the  faints  doubt,  whom  the  Lord  hath 
loofened  from  their  lufts  and  all  things  here.  What 
fo  vile,  and  all  that  mine?  And  this  is  the  reafion  why 
when  doubting,  fo  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  wofU 
that  doth  quiet  them,  nothing  from  God  that  dodi 
eafe  them,  yet  their  hearts  are  fweetly  eafcd  :  Their 
defires  are '  after  him,  and  their  delights  in  his 
compsiny ;  better  go  to  hell  thus,  than  in  my  fins;  and 
the  thoughts  of  the  Lord  are  fweet,  becaufe  he  hadi 
Und  doth  fecretly  fill  their  hearts.  Something  th^ 
have  or  do  fee  in  him,  Ifa,  xxvi.  8.  And  hence  is 
the  reafon  of  the  forrows  of  them,  when  their  hearts 
lire  worft;  now>  though  they  have  the  world,  yet  are 
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Bot  at  r^fl)  becftufa  they  have  and  do  fee  fotuethiag 
of  this. 

a.  He  reveals  by  the  Spirit  and  light  of  glory,  that 
this  good  is  theirs,  their  property.  The  firft  gives  reft 
to  the  foul,  viz.  the  fpirit  of  vifion  incompletely.  This 
fpirit  of  faith,  whereby  the  foul  knows  all  this  good  is 
/nine,  this  gives  it  completely.  Now  the  New  Jeru- 
falem  is  come  down  from  heaven^  and  God  is  among 
men,  i  Peter  i.  8.  For  if  a  Chrillian  fees  the  great- 
ncfs  of  this  "glory,  but  not  as  his,  the  foul  will  never 
cleave  to  the  Lord  indeed,  nor  find  full  rett;  and  hence 
wbcB  the  riches  of  God's  grace  is  revealed,  and  the 
feaft  fet  before  them,  they  do  not  cat,  becaufe  they  fear 
they  were  not  bidden.  Now  both  thefe  give  full  peace 
and  reft'to  the  foul,  when  the  foul  hath  the  Lord  Je- 
hovah in  his  ^rms,  and  hence  he  cares  not  now  when 
death  come?:  O  it  fhail  be  a  welcome  day  to  tbeml 
-And  hence  they  wilh  they  might  fin  no  mofe,  or  ceafe 
to  be.  And  hence  they  wilh  they  could  fet  even  the 
whole  world  a- wondering;  was  it  ever  heard,  fince  the 
world  began,  of  fuch  a  pattern  of  mercy  ?  It  is  true,  the 
Lord  indeed  keeps  his  fervants  for  a  time  under  much 
darknefs  and  doubtS;,  but  it  is  certain  even  in  the  mean* 
.eft  faints,  this  light  is  fown  for  them,  and  *•  joy  for  the 
*'  upright  in  heart  ;'*  tmd  fome  work  there  is  for  the 
Lonl  to  do  for  them,  and  then  he  keeps  a  Sabbath  of 
reft* in  them. 

^e/K  But  have  not  many  hypocrites  their  joys, 
Acir  peace,  their  glory  ? 

Anf,  Yes,  they  have  fome  taftes  and  likenefs  to  this, 
but  want  this  indeed;  and  the  difference  appears  in 
three  particulars. 

I*  The  peace,  and  joy,  and  afTurance  of  that  glory 
which  eye  never  faw  in  the  faints,  it  is  from  the  wit« 
nefs  of  the  Spirit  of  glory ;  not  only  becaufe  that  God 
is  their  God,  but  becaufe  they  are  his  people.  It  is, 
I  fay,  from  the  witnefs  of  God  iii  his  word,  not  from 
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themfelves,  nor  from  roan  only  that  they  a[^ove  toe, 
nor  from  dreams  and  diabolical  breathings,  but  fron 
the  Spirit  of  God,  he  brings  tidings  of  it,  aDdftoni 
fuch  a  Spirit  (that  you  may  know  it)  that  not  odIj 
ihews  you  God  is  your  God,  aad  fo  you  rejoice  be- 
caufe  of  this,  for  thus  it  is  with  many  a  carnal  heini 
and  he  hath  peace,  being  in  horror,  from  this,  Ac 
Lord  loves  me ;  but  he  makes  you  to  rejoice  becaufe 
you  are  the  Lord's  people,  becaufe  he  hath  changed 
your  heart,  now  the  peace  is  found,  and  joy  is  great; 
and  here  I  would  try  the  peace  of  any  man,  God  bath 
witneffed  pardon  to  thee,  but  hath  he  Ihcwed  thee  thou 
art  his  ?  If  fo,  be  thankful.  But  here  is  the  doobt, 
for  it  may  be  the  change  is  not  right.  And  hcncc 
thofe  two  are  ever  joined  together,  Zech.  xiii.  9- 
Johnxiv.  20,  21,  22.  Horror  lies  heavy,  hence  love 
is  fweet;  fin  lies  heavy,  hence  this  witnefs,  they  arc 
changed,  they  are  fubdued,  and  (hall  be  fo,  this  is 
fweet  alfo. 

2.  The  reft  and  peace  the  faints  have,  it  is  not  ob^ 
from  God;  but  in  him.  It  is  with  the  foul  as  with  a 
malefaftor  imprifoned  and  condemned,  the  jailor  comes 
and  telis^him  that  he  hath  his  pardon  here  brought  hiffl 
from  the  king:  How  fliall  it  be  proved  whether  it  bci 
device  of  his  own  brain  or  no  ?  Why  if  it  be  of  ite 
jailor's  own  devifuig,  he  will  never  lead  him  before 
the  king,  but  from  him  he  fliall  be  carried:  But  if  the 
meffenger  carry  him  before  the  king,  and  fcts  him  dowa 
before  him,  and  as  it  was  with  Jofeph,  his  prifon-gar- 
xnents  are  put  off,  and  he  ftands  before  the  king,  and 
glories  in  his  prefence,  now  it  is  right.  So  many  hate 
peace,  and  Satan  fets  them  at  liberty,  but  carries  theifl 
from  God.  But  when  there  is  a  witnefs  of  peace  from 
him,  and  then  you  Hand  before  him,  now  it  is  froffl 
heaven,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  7,  8.  There  is  peace  from  hiffl  ^^ 
peace  in  him,  Pfal.  xxxvii.  4.  **  Delight  thyfelf  in ihc 
**,Lord,  and  he  (liall  give  thee  the  defires  of  thy  heart." 
When  it  is  thus,  all  you  defire  is  granted. 

3.Tbc 
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3*  Thej)eace  the  faints  bave^  both  from  God  and 
in  God,  fi)ls  them  with  everlafting  content  and  peace, 
Rom.  XV.  J3.  Ifa.  xi.  9.  ''  Filled  v^ith  the  knowledge  - 
•*  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  fea."'  The  earth 
is  the  reft  of  the  waters,  and  the  waters  fill  all  its  emp- 
ty place:  So  it  is  here,  the  foul  is  the  reft  of  the 
Lord,  Ifa.  xi.  10.  and  he  fills  their  empty  hearts. 
A  malefador  may  dream  he  is  .before  the  king,  whea 
be  hath  his  fetters  on  his  legs  ^  but  i^is  dream  feeds 
him  not,  but  when  he  awakes,  he  is  hungry :  And 
fo  it  is  with  many  a  carnal  heart  that  is  a-dieam  for  ^ 
a  time,  but  be  meets  not  with  eternal  fatisfa£tion, 
PfaL  ]xv.  4.  and  Pfal.  xc.  14.  And  hence  tt)en,  after 
they  have  had  their  peace,  grow  more  bold  to  fin,  and 
more  impenitent  in  fin,  and  more  worldly  than  ever 
before,  becaufe  they  have  not  everlafting  joy ;  as 
thofe,  Ifa,  XXXV.  10.  •*  Everlafting  joys  (hall  be  upon 
*'  their  head''  (whereas  a  carnal  heart  that  hath  foon 
enoogh  of  God)  not  everlafting,  without  intermiflion 
of  joy,  for  they  muft  have  their  nights  and  tears,  as 
vrell  as  their  days  and  joys ;  but  everlafting,  without 
decay  of  joy;  that  though  they  have  their  tears,  yet 
God  wipes  them  away;  there  is  nothing  elfe,  their 
joy,  their  peace.,  and  fo  their  hearts  are  forever  fatis- 
fied  here.  As  Chrift,  when  he  knew  it  was  "  finilh* 
**  ed,  now  he  gave  up  the  Ghoft  ;"  fo,  when  the  foul 
finds  he  is  come,  now  it  dies  to  the  world,  and  makes 
^ts  perpetual  abode  in  him.  Others  will  have  their 
carrion,  and  their  ftolen  waters,  how  clean  foever  they 
wipe  their  mouths. 

ObjeSiin.  1.  But  have  not  the  faints  many  forrows^ 
reproaches,  perfecutions  ? 

dnfmer.  Rom.  viii.  18.  "  They  arfe  not  worthy  the 
"  glory  to  be  revealed.**  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  **  They  work 
*'  a  weight  of  glory,"  and  in  thefethey  glory.  O  •*  the 
^'  Lord's  love  is  ihed  in  their  hearts  !**  Rom.  v.  3.  5. 

,  ObJcdsQu^ 
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ObjeSlion.  2.  But  have  they  nbt  many  lofles,  and 
Mrancs,  and  ftraits,  and  then  where  is  their  joy  • 

Anf^  A  carnal  heart  he  murmnrs  indeed,  and  finks, 
and  dies  away;  but  it  is  not  fo  here,  Hab.  iii.  17,  18, 
A  faint  takes  it  out  in  bimt  in  the  Lord,  it  makes  all 
-the  world  too  narrow  for  him.  Others  are  burnt  and 
£onfumed  in  the  fire,  but  fo  is  not  he  that  bath  the 
Son  of  God  with  him. 

'  ObjeSiion  3.  But  he  hath  many  fins  and  temptaiioBs: 
.Anfofcr.  I  Pet.  i.  5,  6,  7.  **  You  greatly  rejoice 
**  in  the  falvation  referved  for  you,  though  now  your 
.^*  faith  bach  a  precious  trial,  by  manifold  temptati* 
"  ons.** 

OjeSlion  4.  But  are  not  the  hearts  of  the  faints 
taken  off  from  the  Lord,  and  taken  up  with  other 
things  ? 

Anfmer.  No,  never  as  carnal  mcn*s  are.  Tit-  ii.  iz. 
**  For  God's  grace,  that  Ifath  appeared  to  thero>  teach* 
f  eth  them  to  deny  worldly  lufts  ;"  as  we  deny  chil- 
dren their  afking.  They  may  greedily  carry  the  foul 
by  fits  from  the  Lord,  but  he  denies  them  their  fill  in 
any  creature,  and  calls  them  all  to  **  come  up  hither." 
He  denies  them,  as  we  do  beggars,  entrance ;  and  if 
they  do.  enter,  he  denies  them  lodging,  they  ihall  not 
have  good  looks  from  him.  Every  vile  heart  hath 
cither  a  proud,  or  worldly,  or  covetous  heart ;  and 
thefe  luRfi  being  urgent  and  entreating  long,  h«  cannot 
deny  them  the  beft  room  he  has.  O  it  is  the  woe  of 
men,  they  cannot  but  do  thus. 

But  thus  you  feethis  world  is  cafl  out,  and  glory 
comes  in  to  all  faints :  O  this  world  is  the  cauTe  of  aU 
fin. 
•    I.  Why  do  men  negleft  daties  in  fecret?  . 

2.  Sleep  at  meetings? 

3.  Though  fo  fair  abroad,^  yet  paffionate  at  boate, 
and  ftorms  there  ? 

.   4.  Whence  are  wars  and  wrangllngs  about  rat^  and 
lots?  O  this  world! 

'5.  Whence  , 
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'  5.  Whence  apoftacy  ?  It  is  not  with  you  as  in  for^ 
iDer  timss,  worfe  now  thian  in  perfiscution;  and  linr« 
ibOTi-proof  now?  O  this  world!  Whence  is  hardnefs 
of  heart?  O  fotnething  of  the  world  eafeth  you!  And 
whence  is  it,  that  men  with  rich  JHocks  and  goodly 
things,  dre  wondred  at;  and  holinefs  and  walking 
with  God,  and  things  of  heaven  are  nothing  ?  O  this 
evil  world!  "  O  adulterers  and  adultereffes,"  know 
you  not  that  yoa  hate  the  Lord,  and  tlie  Lord  you  ? 
It  is  the  caufe  df  all  thy  fin;  but  fee  withal,  it  is  the 
caufe  of  all  thy  forrow  ;  heaven  and  the  glory  of  that 
would  enter^  but  for  it;  but  that  it  cannot,  bocaufe 
thou  art  full  of  it:  O  poor  creatures,  take  y6ur  fare- 
wel  quickely  of  it,  or  the  Lord  will  meet  with  yo«  fof 
it!  Cry  to  tihe  LiOrd^  O  call  me  to  come  up  unto  thy- 
fclf! 

Thus  you  fee  the  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit  which  the 
faints  have;  and  therefore  that  conceit,  that  faints  have 
nothing  whereby  to  difcem  them,  let  it  forever  periih 
and  rot. 

SECT.    VIL 

Ufc  4.  Of  Exhortation.  JL  AKE  heed  yon  fall  not 
ftort  of  the  grace  of  God,  of  the  promife  and  .Spirit 
of  grace,  Heb.  xii.  15.  O  get  oil  in  your  yefi'els ! 
When  there  IS  much  counterfeit  gold  abroad,  every, 
nian  will  have  hts  fcales,  and  not  only  look  and  rub, 
but  he  will  weigh  every  piece  he  takes :  was  there 
ever  more  counterfeits  abroad,  or  fuch  fimilitudes  of 
the  truth  ?  Infomuch  as  fome  in  their  opinions,  think 
it  impoilible,  others  in  their  pra^ices  find  it  hard  and 
very  difficult  to  diftinguifh  ihj5  one  from  the  other*^ 
0  but  there  is  a  vaft  diftancc  and  differencg!  As  ever 
you  look  for  mercy,  get  this  oil  in  your  veffel.  *  As 
ever  you  look  for  peace,  know  that  you  have  it  in 
yoilr  veflbl.  I  am  perfwaded  that  ther^  is"  never  a 
foul  that  follows  the.  Lord  tremblingly  and*  tenderly,  > 

•     but 
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but  whan  he  hears  of  this,  fends  up  his  fighs,  good 
Lord  let  -me  not  fail  here;  better  never  had  had  thy 
name  in  my  forehead^  nor  afie£tioa  in  my  hearc,'  thaa 
to  want  oil  in  my  veiTd:  and  I  am  perfwaded  he  trem- 
bles to  think,  wh^t  if  I  fhould  perifli  at  the  lad  ?  Asd 
yet  how  many  never  have  flroag  fears  of  fai}iag  here, 
that  have  moil  caufe  fp  to  do!  This  parable  is  direc- 
ted to  virgin-churches  at  the  lad  period  of  the  decrep- 
id  world;  wherein  methinks  the  Lord  Jefus  ipeaks  un- 
to his  people,  there  is  much  profei&on,  afFeQion,  but 
O  take  heed  you  periih  not  for  want  of  oil  in  your 
vefieK  Let  all  your  care  be  tq  get  that,  and  fear  to 
want  that,  wherein  the  Lord  doth  anfwer  that  fear, 
and^ueftion,  and  thought  of  his  people:  O  what  if  I 
fliould  {)eri(h  at  laft  ?  Get  oil  in  your  VtSels  then,  and 
if  the  Lord  Jefus  had  been  of  that  mind  that  there  are 

'  no  inherent  graces  in  the  faints,  or  fo  dim  they  can- 
not be  known,  or  if  known  you  are  not  to  refpedthem 
as  any  iigns,  but  .to  look  for  a  witnefa  of  grace  upoa 
you,  or  out  of  you,  without  ^refpe£ting  or  looking  u- 
pon  grace  in  you,  he  would  never  have  recorded  this 
parable,  which  to  wife  virgins  is  to  prevent  thofe  con- 
ceits: O  therefore  hpw  many  fall  Uiort  here,  and  re* 
gard  no,t  this! 

1.  Some  fall  ihort  here  by  truding  to,  and  omni- 
fying  of  Ghrill  and  grace,  regarding  not  any  grace. 

'  within ;  they  feparate  thofe  things  from  one-anothcr 
which  God  hath  joined,  and  which  a  gracious  heart 
joins  one  to  another :  They  refpeA  not  fanftificatioo, 
faith  ^r  vocation,  they  look  to  Chriil,  and  can  they 
honour  Chrift  enough  I  He^ce  profels  they  that  regard 
thofe  things,  have  truftcd  to  their  frames  of  heart, 
and  they  feoff  at  them  that  look  to  be  juftified  by 
faith:  It  is  fuch  a  delufion  as  is  likely  **  to  deceive 
"  (if  poflible)  the  very  elcft.**  Look  as  it  was  with 
the  Ifraelites,  i  Sam.  iv.  They  were  overthrown  in 
the  battle  of  ^he  Philiftines ;  but  what  is  the  caufe? 
"  O,  fend  for  the  ark,  wherp  the  ftrength  and  prefence 

*'of 
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**  of  Gad  was  :**  But  what  good  did  the  ark  do  them 
with  unhumbled  hearts,  that  looked-to  that,  and  truft- 
ed  to  that,  but  mind  not  themfelves;  and  hence  when 
Samuel  bids  them  **  turn  from  their  idols,  and  ferve 
••the  Lord  only,"  now  they  do  it;  fo  here. 

2.  Some  only  look  to  the  outfide,  like  thofe  that 
**  built  the  tombs  and  painted  the  fepulchres  of  the 
"prophets:'** And  hence  if  they  be  inwardly  zealous 
folr  external  order,  ceremony^  ordinances,  carriage  in 
garments,  fpeeches,  8cc.  they  think  the  bitternefs  of 
death  is  part,  when  Agag-like  they  are  clad  with  fuch 
foft  raiment;  and  hence,  if  there  be  tranfgreffion  here, 
it  is  fad:  But  what  if  they  walk  with  unbroken  hearts? 
O  they  refpeft  not.  this!  And  fo  their  care  being  takeii 
tip  in  trimming  and  making  the  veffel  bright,  they  nc- 
gleft  to  get  oil  within. 

3.  Some  fell  ftiort  here  by  thinking  this  thought,  that 
that  gi'ace  which  is  inward  is  alfo  fincere  and  unfeign- 
ed; and  hence  do  not  judge  themfelves  prophane  nor 
civil,  becaufe  of  their  profcffion,  n6r  yet  hypocrites  be-* 
caufc  they  do  not  make  only  an  outward  ftiew,  whenas 
the  deepeft  hypocrify  lies  u;?der  much  inward  afFedliart 
Inany  times :  And  hence  they  take  every  fuch  work 
Bpon  trtift  without  weighing  it,  if  double  guilt,  and 
there  is  no  fliew  orcoppcr,"put  it  up,  never  enquiring 
where  the  bounds  of  truth  and  hypocrify  part:  A^id. 
heooe  if  they  have  inward  comfort,  though  by  a  dream 
ihey  tftke  ii :  tf  upon  their  fick-beds  after  trouble  xhty^ 
have  had  peace,  they  take  it  on  truft;  if  they  have  any 
pTomtfe  of  reft  and  peace,  or  feel  fome  defires,  love  to 
ofdinances,  and  God's  people;  they  take  hold  on  pro-' 
triifes,  and  l^uft  themfelves  without  trying,  without 
l^eighing:  Sudden  work  is  fuperficiaL 

4.  Some  feel  a  want  of  thefe  things,  and  content" 
themfelves  with  jdefires,  and  fo  never  come  to  be  in- 
deed what  they  defire  to  be :  It  is  true,  faints  feet 
ifrints,  arid  defire  fupply:  But,  i.  They  arc  never  fa- 
fisfied  till  it  ia  fo  indeed  :  ''  My  fieflx  is  meat  indeed.'* 

G  g  .  2.  They  * 
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2.  They  are  humble  and  vile  in  their  own  eyes  iS 
the  Lord  help;  but  thefe,  like  Solomon's  fluggsfi^ 
**  defire  and  have  not;''  whereas  in  things  of  kSdl 
worth  they  will  not  do  fo,  they  will  not  only 
but  indeed  till  the  ground;  if  one  negledls  to 
though  they  anfwer,  I  defire,  and  God  accepts 
every  one  will  fay  be  is  deceived;  their  hunger 
their  food;  they  build  the  llugj};ard's  nefl  of  defirfc, 
there  fit:  O  therefore  taRc  heed  you  fall  not  (bort  hL„ 
Take  heed  your  prayers  and  defires  prove  not  lazy  « 
unfaithful  meffengars,  which  you  fend  to  yoi^r  frieai 
to  come  and  help  you,  and  they  go  half  way  aodsi 
further,  and  never  bring  them  to  you  indeed.  O 
fore  get  your  oil  in  your  vefFels,  do  not  only  fear 
Lord,  ''  fear  him  greatly,"  i  Sam.  xii.  18.  Do 
only  cleave  to  the  Lord,  but  with  the  whole  beart> 
cleave  to  him  only  ;  beg  this  of  the  Lord.  Look 
poor  people  when  they  come  to  rich  men  that  have 
heaps,  do  fay,  let  me  have  full  nieafurc,  my  iiftmilyil 
poor,  and  charge  great:  So  here- 

3Iotive  I.  Confider  if  once  yo'u  get  this,  it  wfll !» 
ver  die,  it  Ihall  increafe  exceedingly :  It  is  a  treafott 
you  cannot  part  withal,  that  you  fhall  never  groi 
poor  with;  but  Luke  viii.  18.  '*  From  him  thai  had 
•'  not,  ihall  be  taken  away  that  which  be.  feemcd  d 
**  have."  O  many  a  one  faith,  I  fear  I  fhall.  fall  a( 
laft,  and  I  find  my  heart  fo  foon  cooled ;  O  get  ibisj 
nothing  (hall  quench  it  again  ?  If  you  fay,  1  cannoT 
keep  it,  I  fay,  it  fhall  keep  you,  Prov.  ii.  10,  ir.' 
Not  when  you  have  Chrill  and  Spirit,  and  grace  \r 
your  head,  nor  in  your  confcience  to  give  you  peace, 
but  in  your  heart;  and  when  nothing  is  fweet  but  that,^ 
nothing  lies  between  your  heart  and  that;  it  fliall  aoirj 
preferve  and  keep  thee,  it  fliall  follow  thee,  fill  thcf,* 
feal  thee*  live  with  thee,  go  to  heaven  with  thee,  &cj 
Mark  this  you  feeble  ones;  ! 

Motive  2.  O  confider  what  a  fad  thing  it  will  beta! 
thy  heart  to  raifs  of,  and  lofe  the  Lord  at  laft:    Tte^ 

fcrvasts  * 
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fervaiits  in  Ifaac^s  family  did  not  tnourn  fo  itiuch  as 
Efau  when  the  bleffing  was  gone.  Why  ?  They  ne- 
ver bad  hope  of  it,  never  were  near  it.  He  was  fo 
long  in  the  field  that  the  bleflTirig  was  gone  before  he 
came,  and  he  fold  it  away  for  a  trifle  :  So  them  thdt 
fi€ver  came  fo  near  the  Lord  and  his  bleffing,  nevtt 
will  have  fuch  forrqw,  elpecially  to  think  I  Ibid  it  a* 
way  for  a  trifle :  O,  thought  Efau^  that  I  had  comd 
B  Utile  fooncr,  &c.  When  Saul  went  to  Gilgal  to 
facrifice,  i  Sam.  xiii.  lo.  *'  He  fiaid  fcven  days^  and 
'*  then  facrificed  before  the  Lord,*'  but  then  his  doom 
Was  pafFed  by  God :  And  it  is  faid  prefently  Samuel 
caraej  O  if  he  had  ft^id  a  little  longer !  So  you  will 
one  day  think,  I  fought  and  waited^;  but  forfook  thd 
Lord.  O  had  I  waited  one  day  more  I  had  been  well* 
This  is  the  rcafon  why  the  hypocrite's  portion  is  heavi* 
eftinhML 

lifyuve  3.  You  will  fay^  it  will  be  heavy  h'efeaftef^ 
but  not  now  ?  Yes,  now  too,  if  you  do  confider  the 
Lord  Jefus  is  fo  full,  and  thou  not  to  have  one  drop 
of  that  which  is  fa ving,  even  when  you  come  for  it. 
It  was  a  heavy  token  of  the  Lord's  anger,  i  Sam* 
fciv.  17.  "  When  the  Lord  anfwered  not  all  that  day," 
(when  yet  he  did  not  fpeak  bitter  things  againft  them) 
Jeg^ufe  he  did  ufe  to  do  it :  It  notes  the  an^er  of  xhG^ 
Lord  Jefus;  as  a  man  that  hath  abundance  of  breads 
mi,  yet  gives  not  any,  this  argues  he  is  very  afigry  if 
»c  continue  fo;  and  if  fo,  how  canft  thou^fleep  undef 
it 

iMoflve  4»  Confider,  elfe  l'«»j  Lord  will  try  you  J 
pd  hath  his  trying  times,  and  they  were  never  fent 
to  difcover^who  were  drofs,  who  were  gold,  and 
main  end  of  all  God's  trials  is  to  difcover  this  truth 
1 1  now  am  preffing  upon  you.     Some  have  a  tho- 
/  work,  af)d  now  the  trial  difcovcrs  the  truth,  as  in 
rahara,  Hebr.  xi.  17.     Some  have  fuperficial  work, 
they  .fall  in  trial,  as  Saul,  and  it  doth  difcover  it 
i  bjat  an  overly  w^rk:  for  this  is  the  queftion  God . 
G  g  a  .      makes: 
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makes:  Is  it  thorough  or  no?  I,  faith  a  carnal  heart; 
yes,  faith  a  gracious  heart.  Hence  ic  is  ftraogetofee 
what  men  will  do  when  a  trial  comes.  A  msd  maio* 
tains  k  lud^  he  will  not  Ihew  it,  nor  defend  it,  beftiil 
turn  to  be  of  fomb  opinion  or  other^  and  the  comiptioQ 
of  his  mind  ihflll  fliew  the  corruption  of  his  heart:  » 
man  loaths  the  people  of  God,  but  he  faith  be  \os^ 
them;  now  this  (hall  be  a  Agn:  time  (hall  come. tbic 
fome  of  them  Ihall  be  matter  of  oiFence  to  him,  a»i 
fhall  not  honour  him.  it  fhall  try  him.  A  mart  lotto 
ordinances^  he  faith  he  doth  not,  but  coitiei  to  tb^ 
word's  end  to  enjoy  them.  He  fhall  have  plefttf  of 
them,  and  fome  fad  Icffes  with  them,  and  wa  yo* 
Ihall  fee  he  furfeits  of  them,  never  quickined  by  tbctt», 
to  (hew  thfe  work  was  but  overly.  A  man's  heart  is 
above  God,  he  faith  he  is  content  to  be  at  the  Lor(i*i 
difpofal,  let  him  do  any  thing  with  him,  "this  coteforts 
him.  He  fhall  have  a  crofs  wife,  or  fbmelhing  tSat 
doth  not  pleafe  him,  and  nt)w  his  heart  quarrels,  ari 
thus  he  fliall  be  tried,  to  fliew  it  was  but  overiy  vrort. 
Men  defpife  the  liberties  the  Lord  gives  thcnl;  AcJ 
fay  they  prize  them.  A  general  governor  fhall  coo* 
with  pretences  of  religion  and  proteftiori,  and  you  Ihill 
fte  this  chaff  will  take  old  birds  noVl\  O  ihertbrt 
Vy  yourfelves  here,  and  be  fure  you  fall  not  ft«rt 
here.  ^ 

^eftion.  Wh^t  means  are  there  to  be  ufed? 

Anfiver^  t.  Look  that  you  make  your  veffels  clcaf. 
It  hath  been  faid  of  t)ld,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  truth  B\ 
that  the  Lord  will  nevei^fend  his  Spirit  tb  dweU  is «« 
imclean  heart.  Doves  build  not  their  habitations  ^ 
dunghills.  God's  Spirit  muft  come  a&  an  efficient « 
take  it  way,  but  not  as  an  inhabitant  to  dwell  ittt> 
unclean  heart,  2  Tim.  ii.  19,  10,  ai.  "  He  thatjMrfj 
"  eth  himfelf;'*  be  doth  not  fay,  God  tnuft  do  all,b<> 
he  undef  God  fearcheth  and  purgeth,  he  fhall  •*te< 
*•  veffel  of  honour,"  if  from  thefe .  things,  efpccid! 
from  thofe  fins  which  apoftates  are  cooquered  «it)i,^ 

vhic 
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,  which  he  thare  fpeaks :  For  there  b«  many  fins  a  iiJ|.n 
f  may  be  purged  from,  ai^d  not  be  a  veiTel  of  honour. 
But  what'  are  the  fins  the  apodates  periili  by,  mark 
them,  find  them  out,  cue  by  pride,  another  by  floth, 
another  by  the  world,  8ic.     *'  He  rtiall  be  a  veflel  of 
^'  honour."     Men  fee  and  coKfefs,  but  make  not  work 
of  it  iadeed,  the  old  heart  is  not  better,  you  confumo 
aad  languiili  fiill,   i  Cor.  ix.  26,  27.  ^'  I  beat  not  tbd 
^'  air,''  /•  e.  I  lay  deadly  blows  upoa  my  enemy,  and 
*•*  Ibeat  down  my  body,  left,"  &c.  Overly  fearch  of  fin, 
hath  made  overly  decay  of  fin,  and  hencg  overly  grace  and 
affedion.  Aa  a  man  h^th  dot  light,  nor  love,  nor  efteem 
enough,  becaufe  he  never  felt  his  wound  to  the  bottom. 
Q  account  it  an  ineftimable  mercy,  when  it  is  thus'; 
0  therefore  remember  the  rule  of  the  prophet,  Jer.- 
iv.  3,  4,  **  Sow  not  among  thorns,"  &c.  Many  mens 
profeffion  fprings  up,   but  withers,    never  comes  to 
psrfeiftioii ;  this  ground  is  iiot  ploughed,  or  if  fo,  not 
thoroughly-ploughed,  hut  thorns  left  to  choak  it.  Well 
laitb  the  -Lord,  look  to  youpfelves,  left  *'  my  wrath 
"  break  out  like  fir«;"  why  is  the  Lord  dreadful  here? 
0  bccaufe  men  are  carelefs  here,  I  look  to  Chrift,  and 
Ji^y.defires   are  good^  and  I  pray  in  f^cret,  and  I  am 
HJuch  changed,  &g. 
2.  Look  that  your  veffcl   be  never   kept  empty; 
[  when  a  man  hath  no  grace,  and  fees  how  orfiers  can 
'  pray  and  mourn,  and  how  far  fliort  he  falls  of  them, 
it  is  eafy  now  to  be  empty,  as  Saul  when  he  was  no 
I^iog;  but  when  the  Lord  hath  given  fome  light  and 
aff«a.ion,  and  fomc  comfort,  and  fome  reformation ; 
now  a  man  p^rows  full  here.     Saints  do  for  God,  and 
carnal  hearts  do  fomething'Jikewife ;  but  a  little  fills 
thera,  and  quiets  them,  aijd  fo  damns  them.  And  hence 
'  men,  at  the  firll  work  upon  theni,  are  very  diligent  in 
i  the  ufe  of  means,  but  after  that   they  be  brought  to 
n^gleft  prayer,  flcep  out  fermons,  and  to  be  carelefs, 
ftplefs,  livelefs,  who  is  the  better  for  them.?  Bccaufe 
I  I  fay  that  now  they  have  got   fomcthing,  tlie  main 
f  Work  is  wrought,  they  call  not  that  into  queftion,  and 
»  G  g  3      .  •  f o 
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fo  wh^n  God  comes  to  reckon^  they  are  found  too 
light,  O  therefore  keep  the  veffel  empty,  never  con- 
tent thyfelf  with  any  meafure. .  Hath  the  Lord  called 
thee  ?  Yes,  1  think  fo,  and  believe  fometimes  fo,  but 
I  am  ^kfrsrid  I  may  at  lall  be  found  without  oil  in  my 
veffel :  be  then  every  day,  as  if  thou  wert  now  to  be- 
gin. And  this  I  fay,  true  grace  as.  it  comforts,  fo  it 
never  fills,  but  puts  an  edge  on  the  appetite;  more  of 
that  grace  Lord !  Thus,  Paul,  Pnil.  iii,  13,  14*  Thus 
David,  <<  Out  of  my  poverty  1  have  givcii,"  &c 
1  Chron.  xxix»  3.  17,  18. 

It  is  a  fure  way  never  to  be  deceived  in  lighter 
ftrokes  of  the  Spirit,  to  be  thankful  for  any,  but  to  be 
content  with  no  meafure  of  it,  and  this  cuts  the  thread 
of  difference  between  a  fuperficial  lighter  llroke  of  the 
Spirit,  and  that  which  is  fouijd* 

3.  Look  that  your  velTel  be  not  broken,  nor  crack- 
ed, that  when  the  Lord  pours  in,  it  runs  out  again, 
Heb,  ii.  i,  2. — Prov.  iv.  12,  13.  O  here  is  the  wound 
of  many  a  man,  he  hath  many  affedions  in  word,  in 
ordinances,  and  they  take  hold  on  him  to  convince, 
to  afFeft  him ;  but  he  takes  not  fail  hold  on  them,  he 
keeps  them  noC  as  his  life,  with  thankfulnefs  for  any 
little,  and  with  watchfulnefs.  And  hence  a  man  is 
where  he  was,  dry  and  barren.  It  is  true,  the  Lord 
will  not  give  that  out  of  an  ordinance  which  he  doth 
in  an  ordinance.  But  it  is  one  thing  to  have  it  loft 
out  of  thy  hands  and  the  Lord's  hands  likewife,  ano- 
tlier  thing  only  to  lofe  it  out  of  thy  hand.  It  is  one 
thing  for  the  Lord  to  withdraw  it,  another  tWng  for 
thee  to  fpend  it  away  by  the  prevailing  power  of  a  lull, 
viz.  either  the  world  without,  or  contempt  of  grace 
within;  you  efteem  it  not  as  your  life,  and  hence  feck 
not  to  keep  it,  you  will  lofe  the  oil  in  your  vefTels, 
And  I  am  confident  this  is  one  reafon  why  a  man  lives 
Ipng  under  means,  and  never  profits,  the  Lord  fees  if 
h^  iHould  pour  any   thing  into  the  heart,  it  would  be 

loft. 
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loft.  He  takes  faft  hold  of  the  world  or  felf,  and  keeps 
that,  and  hence  all  runs  out  again. 

4.  Look  that  you  be  at  the  cott  to  get  this  oil  in 
your  veflcL     Thefe  virgins  when  the  door  ww  fliut  and 
too  late  would,  but  the  time  was  pall.  For  we  ihall  find 
the  reafon  why  mens  works  are  llight,  their  buildings, 
their  garments,  why,  they   will  not  be  at  the  cott;  fo 
mens  works  of  grace  is  flight,  becaufe  they  will  not 
be  at  the  coft.     They  find  a  want  of  grace,  and  prize 
it,  and  would  fain  have  it,  but  it  ihall  coil  thera  little: 
they  will  not  be  at  the  coll  of  their  time.     Sometimes 
they  feek  the  Lord  in  an  ordinance,  but  what  if  he 
comes  not?  They  depart  from  him.     boraetinies  in 
pangs  and  fits,  when  the  Spirit  comes,  they  feek,.  but 
to  be  ever  fecking,  ever  carrying  fenfe  of  fin,  it  is  too 
much  time  and  trouble,  tiicy  will  not  be  at  the  coll. 
Some  affediions  and  hearts  they  fpend/  but  not  their 
whole  hearts :  Hence  Chrill  exhorts,  O  **  llrive,  be- 
**  caufe  many  feek  and  are  never  able."     Look  there- 
fore, as  it  was  with  Jonathan,  Saul,  i  Sam.  xiv.  45. 
faid,  *«  he  fliould  die."  Noj  the  people  laid,  '^  Not  io, 
**  for  he  hath  wrought  with  God  tliis  tlay.'*     Not  that 
a  man  can  get  grace  by  his  own  ftrcngth,  but  Col.  i.  29, 
*'  I  ftrive   according  to  his  mighty  working.'*     Only- 
let  me  add  this,  be  at  coft  firil  to  get  the  Lord  Jefus 
himfelf:  as  Matth.  xiii.  33.  "He  fold  all  and  bought 
*^  the  field;''  and  when  he  had  the  field,  now  he  had 
the  ireafure :  O  think  no  time  too  much,  no  lufls  too 
dear,  no  aflfeitions  too  much  for  him  (and  then  you 
have  all  things  with  him,  and  fiioll  receive  life  from 
him)  and  not  for  a  death,  but  for  a  living,  rifen  Chrift. 
Chrift  beftowed  gifts  on  Judas,  on  Saul ;  but  whom  he 
bellowed  himfelf  upon,  thofe  never  wanted  any  thing, 
PfaL  xxiii.  i.    But  here  I  might  take   up  a  dreadful 
complaint;  O  that  men  content  themlelves  with  col- 
ours and  tin6lures  of  truth  and  Spirit,  &.c.     Some  na- 
tiu'alifls  obferve,  that  brafs  would  be  gold,  it  tends  to 
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It,  h^d  It  but  more  heat  of  the  fun  to  coiico£t  it/  and 
to  bring  it  to  jferfedtion;  fo  it  is  with  the  lighter  llrokfls 
of  common  grace. 

CH-AP.   XXr.    SECT.   L 

Tb0f  true  faving  Grace  in  the  Hearts  of  Believers  can 
never  fail • 

Obfervation  4.  HPHAT  thofe  graces  of  the  Spirit 
■*-      wherewith  thofe  heavenly  vcf- 
jels  or  fouls  of  the  faithful  are  filled,  are  conftant,  and 
of  an  eternal  nature. 

For  thus  the  wife  virgins,  their  veffels  were  not 
only  filled,  but  the  oil  was  conftantly  preferred  in  them, 
and  continued  in  their  veffels,  until  they  met  the  bride- 
groom. It  is  true,  their  lamp  went  out,  outward  a^ 
of  the  Spirit  of  grace,  exprcffed  in  the  profeffion  of  the 
faints  may  be  extinft  for  a  time,  yet  the  oil  did  remain 
in  the  veffel  ftill,  which  was  not  fo  with  thofe  which 
were  foolifti,  not  only  their  lamps  were  out,  but  their 
oil  was  fpent;  fo  that  heref  is  a  third  difference  between 
*•  the  foolilh  and  the  wife  virgins:**  That  Spirit  of 
grace  in  the  one  is  of  a  dying,  withering  nature;  in 
the  other,  of  an  eternal  and  everlafling  nature.  There 
is  an  eternal  excellency  (lamped  upon  them,  Jdin 
iv.  J  4.  "  The  water  that  I  Ihall  give  him,  (hall  be  in 
*'  him,"  no  pools,  but  a  perpetual  living  fpring,  Hcb. 
vi.  9.  "  Some  that  were  enlightened  and  tailed,  fell 
^*  away,  but  we  are  perfuaded  better  things  of  you/* 
The  faints  have  better  things,  which  do  not  caufe,  but 
accompany  falvation.  The  Lord  is  fo  far  from  foffer* 
ing  it  to  die,  as  that  he  will  add  to  it,  Luke  viii.  i8« 
fi  To  him  that  hath  fliall  be  given."  Though  it  be 
liktf  muftard-feed,  yet  it  fliall  grow:  there  is  a  grow- 
ing virtue  in  it.  But  as  the  Lord  fpeaks  of  hi$ 
people,  Ifa-  Ixv.  &.  "As  new  wine  is  in  the  clufier, 
?*  and  05?  faith,  Deflroy  it  not,  for  a  bleffiog  is  in  it, 

fo 
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"  fo  it  fti^H  be  berc.''  Nay,  thcMjph  it  bfi  »pt  fo  much 
j^  fc«D,  yet  ih^  l*or4  then  can  fee  it,  and  doth  then 
keep  it,  aiii4  will  preferve  it,  Ifa.  »1.  ^9,  30,  31. 
Nay,  though  oppofed  and  refifted  by  temptation,  yet, 
;  Peter  i.  6,  7.  It  is  not  confumcd,  but  tried,  that  it 
inay  be  to  glory  another  day,  .nutwilhllanding  roani- 
fpjd  temptation! .  It  is  one  of  the  greateft  miracles  in 
the  world  tp  pr^ferve  it,  .as  a  fpark  of  fire  in  a  fca  of 
wqter:  Nay»  though  it  feems  to  a  nian'$  feeling  to  he 
quita  quenched  and  put  out,  that  a  il^an  finds  no  more 
tl>9P  a  reprobate,  yet  the  feed  of  God  remains,  and  it 
m\\  break  out  again.  There  is  life  at  the  heart  and 
ftp  at  th^  ropt,  yet  the  Lord  will  bring  them  again. 
When  th^  Lord  of  glory  was  crucified,  and  all  the 
difpiples  fled,  not  one  fpake  for  him,  none  durft  con- 
kh  him,  yet  the  Lord  returqa  to  them,  and  they  a- 
g«in  to  himt 

S  E  C  T.    II. 

^yeftion.  JliOW  comes  it  to  be  thus  immortal  and 

of  an  eternal  nature? 

Anpofer  I,  It  is  not  only  in  regard  of  the  power  of 
grace  received,  though  it  wer^  perfeft ;  for  then  Adam  ^ 
had  not  fallen  from  it, 

2.  Nor  in  the  freedom  of  a  man  from  temptation;  for 
then  the  angels  had  not  fallen. 

3.  No  yet  in  thp  power  of  a  man's  own  watchfulnefs 
and  care  to  keep  ij.  For  **  }f  the  Lord  keep  not  tb« 
**  city,  the  watchmen  wake  but  in  vain,'* 

4.  Nor  yet  in  the  power  of  any  m^ans;  as  m^ny 
think,  if  under  a  powerful  miniftry,  tbep  they  are  ool 
of  danger.  It  is  not  in  Paul,  nor  Apollos,  but  in  the 
Lord.  Men  may  rejoice  in  John's  miniftry,  and  be 
affeft^d  with  it,  but  it  is  only  for  a  ftafon.     But, 

I.  In  regard  of  the  eternal  eleftion  and  purpofe  of 
God,     Their  cpnflapcy  ip  thp  date  of  grape  depends 

upcn 


474  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

trpon  that  immutability  of  his  counfelj  Matth.  xxiv.  24* 
"  They  ftiall  deceive,  if  poffible,  the  eled;"  but  it  is 
not  poffiblei  they  being  ele6t.  Wiie  .men  may  have 
their  brains  crazed,  and  Nebuchadnez2ar-like,  the  uie 
of  reafon  gone,  but  the  principle  of  re^foa  continues, 
and  the  ufe  of  it  in  tiuie  returns  again  ;  and  fo  it  is  in 
regard  of  damning  delufions,  2  Tim.  ii.  19,  **  Hyroe- 
*'  neus  and  Philetus  fell  ;'*  hence  do  not  the  ^lc£l  fall? 
^o,  for  that  foundation  remains  fure.  i.  The 
certainty  of  their  continuance  in  grace  is  built  upon  a 
foundation.  2.  ^ot  every  weak  one,  but  a  firm 
foundation.  3.  Not  a  foundation  of  man's  laying,  hot 
God^s.  4.  Not  a  wavering  and  totteriogi  but  Hand- 
ing foundation,  and  that  fealed  with  the  knowledge  of 
God,  '*  The  Lord  knows  who  are  his,"  /.  e.  thou^ 
fonie  men  fall,  that  one  cannot  tell  by  outward  ex^ 
preflions  and  profeffion  who  are  the  Lord's,  yet  **  The 
**  Lord  knows  who  are  his,"  and  they  are  fealed  b/ 
his  love  and  knowledge.  And  it  feems  this  is  tb^ 
prime  caufe  of  the  continuance  of  angels,  i  Tim.  v.  21. 
And  eledlion  being  free,  for  his  own  fake,  not  for 
their  fakes,  the  Lord  forefaw  all  their  good  and  evil; 
hence  they  are  not  cut  off. 

IL  In  regard  of  the  faithfulnefs,  and  promife,  and 
covenant  of  God's  grace.  Adam  had  that  covenant : 
If  he  did  do,  he  fhould  live  :  But  he  had  no  abfolute 
promife  he  fliould  do,  or  continue  to  do;  but  the 
faithful  have;  and  hence  they  ftand,  not  by  the  (Irength 
of  grace,  but  by  the  ftrength  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 
And  hence  that  which  to  reafon  is  incredible,  to  na- 
ture impoffible,  is  brought  about  by  faith;  not  by  vir- 
tue  of  any  power  of  a  promife*  God  hath  faid  it,  and 
faith  believes  it;  and  hence  Abraham's  dead  body  be- 
pets,  and  Sarah's  barren  womb  brings  forth  Ifaac. 
Hence  through  all  the  word,  wheti  the  apoftle  perfwadea 
himfelf  of  their  continuance,  he  ever  puts  in  God!s 
failLfulnefs,  i  Cor.  i.  8,  9.  i  Thef.  v.  24.  2  Thcf. 
iii.  3.  Hence  ,Jer.  xxxii.  40.     **  I  will  not  turn  away 
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**  from  them.**  Anfvier.  TrOc,.if*-they  do  not  from 
the  Lord.  No,  but  **  ih^y  fliall  not  turn  away  imra  . 
*'  me/'  ObjeSlion.  But  we  fee  riiany  do  fall.  Anfwerm 
Bat  if  he  doth,  he  ihail.not  be  broken,  *but  taken  up 
again,  Pfal,  xxxviii.  14.  Yea,  lor  a  time  the  Lord  may 
do^thus.  But  will  this  continue,  having  fmned  a- 
gainft  fuch  mercy,  and  my  fin  being  now  greater? 
Now  the  Lord  wijl  depart.  Anjiner.  i  Cor.  i.  8. 
**  Yea,  he  will  confirm  you  to  the  end.'*  Yes,  it  may 
be  he  will,  as  he  hath  done,  while  I  am  oux  of  temp- 
tation :  But  I  may  meet  with  it  before  I  cjie.  Anfwer. 
I  Cor.  X.  13.  *'  He  will  not  fuffcr  you  to  be  tempted 
**  above  meafure,"  Sec.  Yea,  if  I  was  fuch  a  one  as 
Abraham  or  David,  that  had  fuch  hearts,  and  did  the 
L.ord To  much  honour..  Nay,  but,  Ifa.  Iv.  3.  *'  even 
the  lure  mercies  of  David.",  This  is  the  faitiifuineis 
of  God. 

IIL  In  regard  of  the  conftant  abode  pf  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  in  the  hearts  of  the  faints,  whereby  they  are 
kept,  John  x.  28.  *•  None  can  pull  his  (heep  out  of 
•*  the  Father's  hand."  Look  as  the  firft  Adam  finning, 
conveys  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  and. death,  which 
reigns  with  unconquerable  power  over  all  the  fons  of 
men ;  fo  Ghrift  rifing,  conveys  that  grace  and  conllant 
prefence  of  the  Spirit  which  reigns  to  eternal  life,  and 
carries  the  foul  through  all  difficuhies,  Deut.  xxxiii.  27. 
"  The  etcrnarOod  is  thy  refuge."  Let  what  evils  can 
come,  there  is  a  refuge :  Yea,  fo  long  as  I  can  ftand.* 
But  what  if  I  fall  ?  **  Underneath  arc  the  everlafting 
arms."  Let  a  faint  fall  never  fo  low,  yet  God's  ever- 
lafting arms  are  Hill  lower;  wherever  he  falls  at  laft 
into  the  Lord's  arms;  for  elfe  it  was  impoifible  for  a- 
cy  fouHo  Qoniinue,  Ifa.  xlvi.  3,  4.  **  From  the  womb 
**  to  the  hoary  head  Lwill  carry  you."  Saims,  when 
they  are  little,  think  they  Ihall  fail  at  laft,  and  when 
ftrengthencd,  fear  if  they  live  till  old  age,  their  hearts 
and  fpirits  wiW  die;  yet  they  do  not.  But  how  comes 
this  about?  *'  I  will  carry  you*"  And  hence  it  is  im- 

,   poflible 


47*  ON  THB  PARABUS  OF  THE 

pdfible  they  4^utd  ever  die  or  perilh,  no  itiore  than 
the  Lord  Jefus,  John  xiv.  19.  So  that  if  God's  pur- 
pofe  15  firm,  bis  proraife  fure,  his  Spirit  abje,  the  Spirit 
q(  life  aAd  grace  in  the  hearts  of  the  faithful,  fliall  be 
kept  evca  to  eternity. 

SECT.     III. 

Ufe.  i-^ET  that  opinion,  that  the  graces  of  faints 
are  fading  and  mortal,  rot  and  die,  and  be  liad  ia  ever- 
lifting  detcdation  of  thera  that  know  the  Lord. 

OiJeSi.  Bnt  we  fee  how  many  fall  off  and  fall  baek, 
and  Thave  found  it  by  experience  fo. 

Anf.  The  feed  that  is  caft  ioto  the  earth,  lirftdiea, 
and  then  lives  and  grows;  fo  no  fooner  doth  the  Lord 
fill  his  faints,  but  there  is  much  felf-confidence  ia  it, 
and  refting  in  it,  hence  it  dies,  yet  it  lives  and  grows 
agaiiT.  And  hence  the  L.ord  keeps  his  people  poor, 
and  fenfible  of  their  own  weaknefs  as  long  as  they  live; 
•btu  if  it  quite  dies  and  withers,  they  were  never  the 
Lord's,  nor  never  had  one  drachm  of  grace,  i  John 
li.  19.  If  it  be  taken  aw^y,  he  difl  but  feem  to  have 
it.  AH  flefhiy  excellencies  in  men,  as  common  gifts 
be,  do  wither,  Ifa.  xl.  6,  7.  *\AU  flefh  is  grafs.'*  Bu^ 
plants  in  Ood's  orchard  never  lofe  their  greenncfs, 
though  plants  and  flowers  in  the  field  may^  PfaK  i.  3. 
''  VVhofc  leaf  ihall  not  wither.?' 

Ohje£lion.  But  this  may  make  men  fecure,  fay  the 
Aitninians. 

Attfa/er  I.  Nothing  puts  more  life  ia  the  faints.  It 
would  fink  them  elfe,  if  it  w^re  not  thus,  as  when  llic 
Lord  told  Jolhua,  "  Wherever  thou  fettcft  thy  foot; 
**  ihou  ihalt  profper,  not  a  man  able  to  Hand  againft 
**  thee;''  this  puts  Ufe  into  him. 

2.  Though  they  cannot  fall  quite  away,  yet  they 
may  fall  fo  as  to  lofe  the  fweetncis  of  grace,  and  pre- 
fence  of  God.     If  a  man  flioukl  eat  toa^muchi  ande- 

.  vcr 
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vcr  be  fick,  though  not  d\t  after  it  5  or  if  one  fliould 
fall  and  break  hi&  b.oiies,  though  he  doth  not  Me  his 
life:  Is  this  any  hope  far  any  16  rejoice? 

3.  Though  they  oanhot  wholly  drive  away  nor  beat 
out  ihd  breath  of  the  Spirit,  yet  they  may  *•  grieve  thd 
*'  Spirit,  by  which  they  are  fealed,"  Epb.  iv.  30* 
Which  is  more  fad  to  a  holy  heart  than  all  evils  m 
the  world  bcfide.  But  therefore  let  this  conceit  die 
and  perifh,  which  is  raifed  up  by  Satan  to  difgrace  tb« 
image  of  God  and  Spirit  of  grace  in  the  hearts  of  thai 
faithful  J  for  who  will  taake  men  feek  after  perifliing 
things,  under  a  colour  of  making  men  feek  for  the 
Spirit  ?  It  is  to  refill  and  quench  the  Spirit  of  God  ta 
them. 

S  E  C  T.    IV, 

Iffe  2*  IT  may  comfort  the  hearts  of  the  faithful 
exceedingly  agaitift  fears  of  apoftacy,  when  they  fee 
gii^at  cedat^  f^il,  how  fhall  I  ftand?  And  when  the/ 
hear  of  fome  temptation  that  may  be  hereafter,  then 
they  fean  And  whfen  they  feel  the  evil  of  their  own 
hearts  (which  the  Lord  lets  them  feel  to  humble  them 
that  they  may  grow  loWer,  and  fo  (land  the  fafler) 
they  fay,  I  fliall  fall,  and  when  they  have  found  the 
Lord'6  prefence,  O  if  now  I  fliould  relapfe  after  this 
health! 

^eftion.  How  fhall  I  know  whether  I  fliail  ftaad^ 
orno?  .  .    ' 

Afijhf&r.  It  is  not  difcernaWe  by^  perfeverance,  but^ 
by  fomewhat  btgun,  though  very  diiEcult  to  be  leea. 
AS) 

I.  Obferve  Gbd's  feveral  ahd  various  difpenfatlonc 
of  hiihfelf  land  his  grace  toward  thee,  whether  they 
iffue  from  his  everlafting  love  or  no;  for  if  fo,  then 
he  will  tverlaftingiy  keep  that  which  he  hath  given 
itee. 
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^ueftion*  How  (hall  I  know  thatt 

Anfvfer:  Look  as  that  iffues  from  eternal  wrath,  that 
feparates" the  foul  from  God,  or,  therein  it  is  expreft; 
io  that  is  the  cxpreffion  of  eternal  love,  which  draws 
thee  to  God  in  Jefus  Chrift.  Obferve  therefore  the 
Lord's  carriage,  doth  it  draw  thee  at  laft  to  him,  near- 
er to  him ;  and  fo  the  more  he  difpenfeth  of  himfelf, 
the  nearer  thou  art  brought  to  him ;  here  is  the  exprel- 
fion  of  eternal  love,  and  ihc  Lord  will  keep  thee.  John 
vi.  37.  "  All  that  are  given  rae  fliall  come  to  me.'* 
Let  the  Lord  give  his  Spirit,  though  but  little,  thejr 
grow  thankful.  O  he  is  come,  whom  I  thought  would 
never  have  returned  again !  Let  him  deny  it,  this  keeps 
them  humble.  Let  the  Lord  difpenfe  himfelf  in  an  or- 
dinance, they  love  him :  and  "  one  day  here,  better 
•*  than  a  thoufand  elfewhere.*'  Let  him  not  do  fo,  they 
feci  the  more  need  of  him.  Let  the  Lord  free  them 
from  temptation?,  and  g'^ve  them  conqueft,  faith  now 
rejoiceth.  Let  them  fall  into  many  temptation?,  tlicir 
faith  grows  the  more  purified  than  ever.  Let  the 
Lord  give  them  outward  bleflings,  they  grow  more 
vile  in  their  own  eyes*  "  lefs  than  the  leaft,*'  with  Ja- 
cob. Let  the  L'>rd  deny  them,  Hab.  iii.  18.  they  re* 
joice  in  the  Lord,  They  get  good,  and  are  more  en- 
deared to  the  Lord,  by  every  carriage  of  the  Lord*s, 
at  Icaft  in  the  iffue  it  is  fo.  As  it  is  with  wicked  men, 
they  may  for  a  fit  bs  affected,  and  return  to  the  Lord, 
.but  an  the  iflue  they  forg(?t  the  Lord,  fo  it  is  here 
contrarywife.  There  is  not  any  unregenerate  man; 
but  fomething  or  other  confumes  him.  The  wicked 
ever  are  like  chaff  driven  frotn  (5od.  Gold  that  is  of 
an  cverlalling  nature,  keep  it,  beat  it,  burn  it,  you  can- 
not confume,  but  only  purify  it;  it  is  not  fo  with  chaff. 
Let  the  Lord  give  him  talles  of  grace  and  joy,  it  e- 
ftrangeth  his  foul  from  Chrill,  it  doth  not  bring  him 
near  to  Chrift. 

2.  Obferve  whether  thou  doll  grow  out  of,  and  live 
upon  an  evcrlafting  covenant   or  no,    Rom*  xi.   1. 

"  God 
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*^  God  bath  not  caft  off  his  people,  whom  he  fore* 
"  knew.*'  Whoitre  thofe?  *'  Children  of  the  promife/' 
Ron),  ix.  7,  8.  That  are  born  and  bred  of  the  promife 
or  whqle  covenant  of  grace;  God  hath  treafured  up  all 
grace  in  Mhrift,  laid  it  up  in  that  ftore-houfe;  Chrift 
hath  dropped  it  in  his  promifes.     Now  when  the  fo\il 
is  rooted  in  the  covenant,  now  it  fhall  never  die  nor 
perifh.     As   it  is  with  fome  trees,  fet  them  in  the 
ground,  they  twiH  grow,  if  they  have  fun  and  rain,  but 
die  at  lail:  take  another,  and  fet  it  in  a.  ftock,  fo  that 
it  abides  there,  and  fetcheth  all  its  life  from  thence  by 
cleaving  to  it;  now  it  will  grow  and  become  a  flour* 
ifhing  branch.     Now  when  the  foul  grows  out  of  the 
covenant,  for  the  whole  benefit  of  it,  and  is  fully  fa- 
tisfied  with  it,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  4,  5.  As  take  a  foul  that 
feels'  a  want  of  all  the  benefits  of  the  covenant,  par* 
don,  peace,  life,  that  the  Spirit  is  ready  oft  to  fail^ 
and  hath  no  alTurance  it  fhall.  have  any  part  of  that 
vhich  is  the  childrens  portion;  and  looks  upon  his  owa 
unworthinefs,  never  to  have  any  from  the  Lord,  yet 
it  looks  up  to  the  free  mercy  and  grace  that  niide  it  to 
fome,  to  make  it  good  to  me,  and  fo  pleads  the  pro- 
mife, and  fo  lays  itfelf  there,  and  there  refts,  and  there 
looks,  and  here  fucks,  and  takes  root,  and  the  root 
fpreads  to  every  part  of  the  covenant.  The  Lord  hath 
now  rooted   the  foul  in  this  covenant,  and  it  hath,  re- 
ceived life  from   hence,  this   is  everlafting,  you  Jhall 
continue.      Arid  when  the   foul  efpecially  is  like  a 
bough  blov/n  by  the  wind,  yet  it  ftands  faft  flill.    ,lf 
men  have    been  in  horrors,  and  then  fell  to  reforma- 
tion, and  there  relied,  it  will  not  laft.     If  men  have 
lad  forae   workings  and  adings  ofthc^  Spirit  upon. 
:hem,  and  then  fay,  God  muft  do  all,  but  they  gr^w 
let  into  the  covenant,  they  will  die;  but  here  though 
3od-keeps  thee  Ihort  and  naked,  and  thou  only  plead- 
tft  the  covenant,  thou  Ihalt  Hand.     If  you  plead  for 
»ardon,  and  fome  good,  not  the  whole  good  oftheco- 
'eoantft  you  iliall  die  alfo.     If<  you  grow  upon  fome 

dilleroper, 
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diftcmper,  ^d  the  .whole  heart  grow  not  upon  this, 
you  will  die  alfo.  ^  Look  ds  it  is  wich.^  man  that  batldSf 
he  will  make,  an  end  if  the  foundation  be  laid,  but  if 
noip  puU  it  down^  fo  here.  * 

3.  If  the  power  of  grace  received  and  adedby  the 
Spirit,  hath  rifen  to  the  natilre  of  fruits,  and  not  leaves 
onl/,  John  xr.  2.  And  that  is^  u^hen  the  foul  receives 
that  grace,  as  that  in  every  thing  its  fcope  is  to  live  to 
CJod,  to  give  his  heart  content.  For  fruit-  is  the  end 
of  the  tree's  growth,  and  leaves  and  fruit  is  not  for  the 
tree,  but  for  the  content  of  the  owner  of  it.  If  ib  the 
Lordliath  undertaken  to  purge  thee,  though  there  be 
much  felf-feeking  in  thee,  and  he  hath  undertaken 
though  little  at  prefent,  to  make  thee  bear  more  fruit. 
Many  a  man  hath  much  affe£tion  and  grace,  .but  whei 
he  hath  it,  what  is  it  but  leaves  to  adorn  and  beautify 
himfelf?  But  he  lives  not  to  the  Lord?  another  man. 
will  live  to  the  Lord  in  what  he  does,  the  Lord  is  h 
dear,  and  himfelf  fo  ^le,  as  that  he  doth  thus. 

4.  If  you  pray  for  it  in  Chrill's  name.  OkjtS. 
Many  pray.  Anf.  But  when  Chrift  and  you  pray  toge- 
ther, you  willfpeed;  and  then  Chrift  prays  when  hk 
Spirit  cries  at  the  throne  of  mercy,  then  himfelf  is  at 
the  throne  of  Juftice.  And  hi?  Spirit  cries;  i.  Not 
iot  an  unfit  perfon,  that  hath  fome  flight  change,  but 
for  his  faints,  whofe  hearts  are  endeared  to  him  and 
his  whole  will.  2.  Not  for  an  evil  or  private  end, 
but  the  Lord's.  3.  Not  coldly »  but  with  gr£>aiis  un- 
utterable. Is  it  thus  with  thee?  O  then  how  canil 
thou  fall !  Doft  thou  fear  Satan?  Mat.  xvL  18.  he  fluUI 
not  prevail  againll  thee,  but  thou  flitlt  give  the  laft 

.  blow  and  wound.  Doll  thou  fear  the  world,  the  de- 
eeits  of?  Mat.  xxiv*  24.  *'  (if  poffible  the  elcd)'* 
Doft  thou  fear  the  evil  or  good  things  of  it  ?  John 
xvii.  13.  **  though  in  the  world,  yet  Chrift  prays  you 
«' may  be  delivered  from ^tbe  evil'Ofit,^'  Doft  thou 
iear  thy  fm,  that  will  feparate  ?  Anf.  Rom.  vL  2. 
M  How  can  wc  that  arc  dead  live  any*longcr  therein?'? 

'  It 
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It  is  a  ftrong,  but  a  wounded,  but  a  dying  tnexnji 
That  thou  fear  the  Lordj  thou  haft  walked  fo  unwor* 
thy  of  him  ?  "  He  will  not  break  the  bruifed  reed  till 
"  judgment  come  to  viftory,"  though  littlci  though 
weak.  O  therefore  be  comforted  againft  this  in  tbefe 
times,  which  are  apoftaticali  declining,  evil  days,  and 
blefs  the  loord! 

S  £  C  t.    V; 

Vfe  3*  JtlENCE  we  learn  what  verdi£t  to  pafs  and 
give  in  concerning  ^hofe  men  that  decay  and  fall  off 
from  the  Lord,  They  never  had  oil  in  their  veffel, 
never  had  a  dram  of  grace  jn  their  sheart :  Thus^ 
I  Joljn  ii.  19.  "  If  they  had  been  of  us,  they  would 
**  doubtlefs.have  continued  with  us.'*  It  feems  they 
'  were  fuch  men  which  were  fo  emii\ent  and  excellent^ 
-  as  that  there  were  no  brands  nor  marks  upon  thep  to 
give  notice  to  the  churches,  that  they  were  marked  out 
for  apojKacy,  but  were  only  difcovered  to  be  unfound 
by  their  apoflacy ;  and  this  was  argument  good  enough* 
Hence  Cbrift,  when  fome  of  the  Jews  began  to  believe 
in  him  with  a  temporary  faith,  John  viii.  13,  "If  my 
**  word  continue  in  you,  ye  are  my  difciples:"  as  if  he 
fliould  fay,  your  £aith  is  a  fancy,  if  it  continue  not. 
Look  therefore  as  the  prophet  feid,  Zcch.  i.  5.  "  Your 
**  prophets,  where  are  they  ?  Your  fathers,  where  are 
they?"  So  fay  I  to  you;  your  tears,  your  tendemefs, 
your  groanings,  your  heart-breaking  prayers,  &c.  where 
are  they?  Is  it  with  them  as  with^fhips  that  are  funk 
and  wrecked,  fome  of  the  ribs  remain,  which  gives  you 
'to  fee  and  fay,  There  was  a  fair  fliip,  but  it  is  funk?  i 
Tim.  i.  19.  **  Makefhipwreckof  confcience,"  andfolofe 
their  faith  alfo.  Some  men  for  a' time  feem  to/ keep ai 
whole  confcience,  wind  and  water- tide,  they  can  pafs 
through  many  llonns,  yet  at  laft  it  breaks,  and  when  that 
is  loft,  their  faith  is  loft  alfo.  Their  faith  before  God, 
and  confcience  before  men,  both  of  them  break.  .  ' 
NcKB.  VI.  H  h  Now 
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Now  there  are  two  forts  of  apoftates:  .1.  Open  in 
mens  life,  whofe  falls  are  like  the  falls  of  a  mighty 
tree,  it  falls  with  noife,  and  breaks  down  all  the  un- 
der-wood: So  their  falls  make  a  noife  in  all  the  coun- 
try where  they  li\fed,  and  by  their  falls  fome  are  fad- 
ded,  others  offended  and  damned.  2.  Secret,  when 
men  are  apoflates  in  heart,  Prov.  xiv.  14.  which  have 
chofen  fome  fmful  ways,  Jer.  iii.  When  it  is  with 
men  as  it  wds  with  Saul,  there  is  no  commendation 
of  him  but  this,  that  he  was  higher  by  the  head  and 
ihoulders  than  any  of  Ifrael :  So  it  is  with  thefe»  in 
outward  prbfeflion  higher  than  others;  but  their  oil  is 
fpent. 

ObjcSl.  But  do  not  Aiany  of  the  faints  fall  openly 
and  fecretly  ? 

Anf.  True,  they  may  and  do  fall  exceeding  greatly. 
Bat  as  Mofes  prophefying  of  the  apoftacy  of  Ifrae! 
after  his  deaths  Deut.  xxxii.  29.  yet  it  is  faid,  it  is 
not  **  the  corruption,  nor  fpot  of  his  children."  Dcut. 
xxxti.  5.  Th6re  is  a  great  difierence  between  an  hy- 
pocrite's apoftacy  from  his  grace,  and  faints  from  theirs. 
It  is  .one  thing  to  fall  from  branch  and  root  t^o,  anotber 
thing  only  for  the  branches  to  be  broken  off  and  the 
root  not  pulled  up,  Jude  12.  There  are  fome  ap 
ilacies  that  argue  there  was  never  a  dram  of  grace  in 
thatfouU  Saints  fall  doWn,^  but  do  not  fall  awayj  and 
of  foch  apoftacies  as  argue  want  of  grace,  take  the 
following  difcoveries. 

1.  Wjien  a  man's  fifing  is  the  caufe  of  his  fall  (or 
feals  %  man  op  in  his  fall)  or  at  lead  the  caufe,  through 
his  corruption,  Ex.  gr.  Time  Avas,  a  man  lived  a  looli» 
carelefs,  carnal  life;  by  the  miniftry  of  fome  word,  of 
reading  of  fome  book,  or  fpeaking  with  fome  friend, 
be  comes  to  be  convinced  of  his  mifery  and  woeinl 
condition,  and  fees  no  good,  nor  grace  in  himfelf,  1^ 
hath  been  ever  hitherto  deceived;  at  laft  be  comes  to 
get  fome  light,  fome  tafte,  fome  forrows,  fome  heait 
to  ttfe  the  means,  fome  comfdrt|  and  mercy,  and  faop^ 

of 
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of  life:  and  wlien  it  is  ihus  with  him,  now  he  falls,  he 
gi^ws  ftill  and  fallSj  and  this  rifing  is  the  caufe  of  his 
fall;  his  light  is  darknefs  and^ddath  to  hin^^  and  grows 
to  a  form  of  knowldege:  his  rifing  makes  him  fall  to  . 
formality,  and  then  to  prophanencfs,  and  fo  his  tafting 
fatisfics  hira,  his  forrows  empty  his  heart  of  forroi?ir 
for  fin,  and  his  forrows  for  his  falls  harden  his  heart 
in  his  falls,  and  all  the  means  of  recovering  him  hard-' 
en  him ;  that  now  if  men  never  had  had  means,  even 
Sodom,  they  would  have  relented  before  now.  This 
is  a  fad  token  of  falling  away,  and  having  had  only 
lighter  work,  it  being,  a  plain  evidence  that  at  their 
beft  they  were  filled  with  their  lufts^  becaufe  a. little 
light  and  affe^ion  fatisfied  them,  which  is  now  tnrned 
by  the  power  of  their  l;ift  to  harden  them,.  Ifa.  vi.  9. 
This  is  given  as  one  fure  fign  of  a  people  forfaken  of 
Ood,  when  **  m  feeing  they  fee  not,  and  they  hear- 
"  ing  hear  not/'  Look  as  it  is  in  difcafes,  if  the  phy- 
fie  and  meat  turns  to  be  poifon,  then  Ihere  is  no  hope 
of  recovery,  a  man  is  fick  to  death  now.  The  faints 
little  meafure  rtiakes  them  forget  what  is  behind;  Prov. 
iv.  18.  He  ihincs  "  brighter  and  brighter  till  perfeft' 
**  day.'*  So  that  let  him  fall,  he  cannot  be  quiet  there ; 
but  when  he  remembers  from  whom  he  is  fallen^  if 
mce  he>Cafled  the  Lord,  this  will  fetch  him  again, 
^nd  make  him  reillefs  till  he  return.  But  if  it  be  fo 
IS  now  it  is  with  thefe,  then  the  cafe  is  woeful,  when 
Nereis  fuch  a  plague  on  men  and  they  know  it  not. 

When  a  man  faith  to  himfelf,  as  the  glutton  faid  to 
)is  fpul,  "  Take  thy  reft,  for  thou  haft  goods  laid 
*  op  for  many  years;*'  fo  thou  haft  repentance,  and 
{race,  and  peace  enough  for  many  years,  and  hence 
he  foul  takes  its  reft,  grows  fluggifti  and  negligent,  O* 
f  you  die  in  this  cafe,  this  night  thy  foul  (hall  be  taken 
way  to  hell. 

2.  If  when  men  fall  from  the  Lord,  and  they  rife 
^only  iii  ordinances,  but  fall  down  conftantly  out  of 
rdinances  withoiit  feeling,    A  carnal  heart  falls,  but 

Hha       '  he 


4^4  «     ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THS 

he  thinks  himfelf  is  not  therefore  witb^ut  all  gncff 
becaufe  ia  aiv  ordinance  his  hcfart  fometimes  is  affed* 
cd,  fo  they  were,  Ezek.  xxxiii/3X.  The  propbcrt 
Tniniflry  was  fweet  to  them,  *•  but  their  hearts  vcni 
**  after  their  covetoufnefs,"  their  hogs,  their  houfe, 
their  liifts/  thcir^  lots ;  and  they  joy  in  the  prophet, 
but  never  mourn  for  that.  A  precious  heart  alfo  falls 
out  of  ordinances,  but  he  feels  his  falls :  Though  be 
falls  from  the  benefit  of  his  riling,  yet  not  from  the 
feeling'  of  his  fall.  But  to  another  man,  the  fweetbe 
finds  in  ordinances,  is  but  mufic  to  his  meat,  Mattb. 
vii.  a6,  27.  ^^  He  that  heareth  my  words  and  doth  tbem 
^^  not,  thai  man's  houfe  is  built  upbn  fand,  vhidi 
**  falls;"  and  the  caufe  of  great  falls  i$  this:  hA 
as  it  is  with  corn-ground,  if  rain  falls  upon.ibiti 
though  it  be  long  before  any  ripe  fruit  comes;  yet  it 
makes  it  at  lail  come  to  fome  ripeneis:  Bat  if  itfilb 
on  other  ground,  feed  is  fown  there,  but  it  bfiap 
forth  briars ;  though  it  drinks  in  rain,  it  is  aigh  t^ 
curfmg,  Heb.  vi.  7,  8..  Look  as  it  was^ithSsoii 
•V  God  had  forfaken  him,"  i  Sam.  xvi.  14.  23.  ««• 
a  fpirit  of  Satan  came  upon  him,  yet  when  Dani 
played  with  his  harp,  it  ililled.the  fpirit  in  him,  sfli 
affefte'd  him  much ;  it  did  qot  caft  out  the  fpirit,  k 
when  he  had  done  playing,  "  the  evil  fpirit  cam«  *• 
<*  gain  upon  him."  So  it  is  at  this  day,  a  mairi* 
forfaken  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  haunted  with  la 
evil  fpirit  of  pride,  world,  paflion,  luft,  libertifliftns 
a  man  prays,  hears,  and  is  made  much  better;  it  '^ 
ililled,  not  caft  out;  for  after  this  a  man  returns  tohifi 
old  fpirit  again,  and  in  time  he  cannot  be  quietedvtti 
preaching,  nor  praying,  no  more  than  he  could  vid( 
harping-  .  ' 

3.  When  a  man  is  fp  fallen,  as  that  he  returns  fl< 
in  the  feafon  of  rifing:  Look  as  it  is  with  trees  ia*^ 
winter,  their  leaves,  their  blofToms,  their  fruit,  ^ 
beauty  is  gone:  Is  it  then  dry,  and  barren^  andqtuff 
withered  and  curfed?  One  would  think  fo  for  the  pre 

[a 
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fent,  but  it  is  not  fo,  becauferthe  feafon  of  fruit  and 
leaves. is  not  now;  ifinfpring  and  fuminer  it  ,lhould 
be  fo,  then  you  might  ivcll  fufpcft  it.  Thus,  Jer.  viii. 
5i  6,  7,  8,  yeC  they  faid  they  were  wife,  and  ihey  had 
law  and  ordinances  among  them  :  True,  yet  they  did 
not  know  their  feafon,  hence  fell  with  an  everlafting 
backfliding.  Hence,  Pfal.  i.  3,  4,  5.  *'  They  are  like 
*'  the  tree  planted  by  the  river's  fide,  which  bears  in 
"  feafon-"  • 

^eft.  What,  and  when  is  this  feafon  ? 
*   Anf.  I  cannot  tell  you  the  feafon  of  every  man,  but 
i  will  fhew  you  the  ufual  feafons  of  many  men. 

1.  When  JefusChrift,  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  draws 
exceeding  near  unto  the  foul,  and  that  to  the  reviving 
of  others,  Ifa.  Iv.  6.  but  thy  heart  never  a  whit  the 
better,  sot  yet  much  troubled,  it  is  fo  bad.  When 
Peter  falls,  a  look  recovers  him ;  when  Ephefus  falls 
from  her  firft  love,  to  **  remember  from  whence  Ihe 
**  is  fallen,*'  is  enough  to  reftore  her  to  her  love  again. 
When  the  difciples  fell  after  Chrift's  death,  yet  when 
Ik  arofe  and  opened  the  fcripture,  their  hearts  bul-ned 
iivithin  them.  &ut  thou  hall  had  Jefus  Chrlfl  opening 
'^he  riches  of  his  grace  from  heaven,  and  thou  haft 
heard  a  voice,  but  not  feen  the  fight,  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  in  this  thy  day;  and  this  thou  |;kaft  done  though 
the  fun  hath  come  to  his  full  height  fometime :  This 
'18' thy  feafon;  gofpel,  and  ChrHl,  and  promifes,  are 
frown  common  to  you,  &c.  As  it  was  with  the  poilef- 
<dman,  Matth.  xvii.  15.  "  The  devil  takes  him  oft, 
**  and  calls  him  into  the  water  and  fire;"  but  if  when 
he  comes  to  Chrift,  he  has  no  help,  the  Lord  be  mer- 
^ciful  to  him  then :  So  you  have  been  poflefled  and  fal« 
'fcn,  but  when  the  Lord  Jefus  comes,  he  calls  them 
out;  but  if  the  Lord  fpeaks,  enlightens,  and  cometh» 
'%ing,  Remember  me  whom  thou  haft  abiifed,  my 
*^et  look,  my  watery  eyes,  and  my  forrowful  hearts 
'  ^hich  thou  haft  broken,  here  is  all  ray  love,  and  this 
^prevails  not,  but  thou  neither  rifcft  nor  dcfu-eft  the 
-     H  h  3  Lord 
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Lord  to  raife  thee :  This  is  fad.  In  the  daj  of  jubilee, 
be  a  fervant  then  for  ever,  if  your  old  mafier  (lill 
pleafech  .you;  efpecially  when  all  means  are  ufed; 
when  the  lall  of  a  courfe  of  phyiic  is  taken,  and  is  in« 
'  effe£tual. 

2.  When  the  Lord  is  ready  to  depart  from  the  foul 
Sometimes  faints  do  not  melt  at  love,  but  the  Lord  d^ 
parts,  now  this  recovers  them.  As  a  man  that  hath  a 
friend,  though  they  grow  weary  of  their  company,  and 
they  begin  to  carry  away  divers  things,  yet  when  dicy 
come  to  take  their  leave  indeed,  now  they  recover,  and 
they  cannot  part  now.  Like  Jofeph  and  his  brethren, 
they  can  neither  of  them  part.  Nicodemus  and  Jofe^^ 
cannot  contain,  but  cleave  to  Chrill,  when  mofl  for* 
faken.  David,  when  God  *^  hides  his  face,  is  tron- 
•'  bled,'*  Pfal.  xxx.  7.  It  is  with  faints  as  with  fick 
folk,  when  their  ficknefs  and  fores  come  to  their  height, 
now  they  break  and  recover,  Hof.  v.  15.  But  if  God's 
departing  from  thee  makes  thee  more  vile,  it  makes 
thee  apoftatize  from  him ;  it  is  certain  thou  hadft  never 
life  then.  This  is  a  SauPs  brand,  1  Sam.  xxviii.  He 
forfakes  the  Lord  and  goes  to  a  witch.  Never  faw 
you  yet  a  gracious  heart,  but  the  Lord  made  extremi- 
ty fetch  him  in.  And  no  furer  fign  of  an  ungraciotts 
heart,  than  to  have  this  blail  him  and  jdrive  him  froQ 
the  Lord,  Mai.  iii.  14.  A  man  hath  God's  ordinances, 
he  finds  no  profit,  no  God,  no  Ghrift,  his  affeaicn-is 
loft,  and  now  he  forfakes  the  Lord."  O  when  Cbriil 
is  a  rock  of  offence,  wo,  wo. to  that  foul!  Now  tboo 
haft  neither  fummer  nor  winter  fruit.  O  look  to  tbjr 
fall  here! 

4.  When  men  fo  fall  from  the  Lord,  as  that  their 
whole  hearts  make  choice  of,  and  are  efpoufed  to  fomc 
luft,  wedded  to  fome  diftempcr.  For  though  the  faints 
may  fall,  yet  never  to  another  lover;  for  they  cannot 
fall  into  any  fin  that  breaks  covenant  between  them 
and  the  Lord,-  Hof.  ii.  19.  When  men  make  choice 
of  any  thing  in  the  world  to  take  content  in  more  ib>'* 

ifl 
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in  the  Lord,  or  together  with  the  Lord,  and  hence  de- 
fend it  as  lawful^  and  are  fully  free  in  it;  there  was 
never  grace  there.  For  if  any  thing  doth  give  the  faints 
content,  it  is  not  their  choice,  but  rcfufing:  but  you 
are  wedded  .to  your  lull.  David  could  lay,  ^*  I  have 
''  chofen  thy  teftimonies,  O  {prfake  lue  not  utterly  !'^ 
Others  .chufe  fomewhjgit  elfe,  not  ibee,  Pfal.  cxxv.  5. 
VThofe  that  walk  in  crdoktd  ways,  the  Lord  (Hall 
'*  lead  them  forth.^'  This  is  given  as  a  black  mark  of 
men  that  are  broken  off  from  the  Lord,  Rom.  xu  9* 
"  Let  their  table  become  a  fnare.**  When  it  may  be 
no  unlawful  thing,  but  lawful  is  that  which  banes  th^m, 
2  Peter  ii.  22.  Sheep  may  fall  into  tlie  mire,  but  if 
they  lie  and  wallow  in  it,  it  is  a  fwine;  and  all  their 
excellencies  are  but  pearls  in  a  fwine^s  faout. 

^efu  But  when  doth  a  man' make  choice  of  it? 

Anf.  !•  When  a  man's  heart  is  fet  upon  a  luO,  and 
God  bleffeth  and  profpers  him  in  it.  When  God  fills 
the  '*  backflider  in  heart  full. of  his  own  ways."  ,  His 
heart  is  worldly,  and  he  thrives  in  i^;  his  heart  is  am- 
bitious,  and  he  hath  bis  honour.  This  the  Lord  gives 
not  to  his  people,  but  fome  rod  or  other  upon  their 
backs,  Hof.  iv.  17.  "  Lef  him  alone.'* 

2.  When  a  man  lies  long  in  his  fall.  Saints  lie  not 
long:  I  limit  no  time,  but  when  day  after  day  a  man 
lives  in  it,  Rom.  xi.  10.  '*  Let  their  backs  be  bowe^d 
"  down  alway."  O  when  a  man's  heart  and  back  is 
isbwed  down  alway,  faints  are  under  Chrift's  care. 

3.  When  the  caufe  of  a  man^s  withering  is  a  wither- 
ing root.  Trees  in  winter  call  their  leaves  as  withered 
trees,  hut  others  root  is  hurt.  If  the  branches  do  wi- 
ther, yet  if  the  root  remain,  it  will  recover  *gaii.  So 
the  faints  call  their  leaf,  and  their  branches  wither  in 
defertions  and  temptations,  but  they  preferve  thera- 
felves  at  the  root.  But  why  do  others  wither..  It  is 
bccaufe  their  faith  withers,  Heb.  x.  39.  and  iii.  12.  14, 
Many  a  man  withers  becaufe  of  his  faith.  He  feela 
niany  wants.    Why  lives  he  fo?  Why  dies  he  in  beg- 

H  h  4  gary  ? 
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gary?  Why  fee,  Micah  Hi.  ii.  When  a  man  **U 
^*  twice  dead  and  pulled  up  by  the  roots/'  fo  that  the 
root  perifheth;  **  for  him  is  referved  the  blackae^ 
^^  of  darkoefs  for  ever/'  That  the  means  and  way  of 
enriching  faints  i^  a  way  of  beggary,  to  thefeit  is  very 
fatal.  There  is  fome  falfe  faith  in  4ints,  but  it  is -not 
wholly  fuch.  .        , 

O  coniider  thefe  things!  >No  grace;  what  no  grace? 
I  fay  then  no  life,  no  Opd,  no  Spirit,  no  Chrift,  no 
glory.  O  mourn  here !  S^  it  now,  that  you  may  be 
humbled, ..and  fo  faved.  Efe  you  will  fall  worfe  v4 
worfe  ftilly  Jer.  iii.  5,  6« 

SECT.    VI. 

Ufe  4.  Hence  fee  how  far  they  fall  ftiirt  of  fsv. 
ing  grace,  that  ferve  the  Lord  by  fits  and  darts,  aod  * 
ivhofe  hearts  follow  ^fter  the  Lord,  and  make  mach 
of  the  Lord  only  in  good  moods.  Dying  pangs  are  not 
eternal  graces;  withering  grace  is*  flourifhing  and  pn)< 
iperous  wickednefs.  If  the  fpirit  of  grace  in  the  faints 
be  of  an  eternal,  conftant  nature;  that  is  not  the  fpirit 
pf  grace  4vhich  accompanies  falvation,  which  is  alive  | 
to-day,  but  dead  to-morrow,  which  a  man  is  full  of  to- 
day^, but  quite  empty  (o  morrow.  Hence  the  prophet 
cries  out,  Hof.  vi.  4,  5.  "  O  Ephraim  what  Ihall  I  do?'* 
What  more  means  can  I  ufe  for  thy  good?  Why, <to 
"we  not  get  good  by  means?  Yes,  but  *♦  thy  goodncfs 
**  is  like  the  morning  dew,''  foon  lickt  up  by  the  fun; 
•*  and  iike^a  cloud  which  paffeth  away,*'  which  pro- 
jnifeth  much,  but  is  fcattered  again.  The  Lord  knovs 
not  what  to  do  with  fuch  men ;  yet  how  many  be  of 
fuch,  that  like  Johah^s  gourd,:  fpring  up  for  a  time, 
and  then  die  the  next  day,  and  they  comfort  tbemfelves 
under,  the  ihadow  thereof.  That  take  them  in  their 
mood,  they  are  as  good  as  you  can  wiih,  more  than 
][nen ;  but  oul  of  it  they  are  brute  bealh^  not  men.* 
Whatever  is  in  a  ^odly  man,  the  likencfs  and  iimiK' 
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tudc  of  it  is  for  a,  time  in  an  hypocrite.  Would  you 
have  earned  prayer*  for  a  bleffing  ?  look  upon  Ei'au^ 
he  "  feeks  for  it  with  tears/'  and  mourns  for  it  for  & 
time.  Would  you  have  following  the  means,  and  that 
theraoft  powerful  and  fearching,  and  joy  in  italfo? 
See  John  v.  35.  "  What  went  they  out  into  the  wiU 
'^l  dernefs  to  fee,  a  prophet,'*  a  burning  and  Ihinipg 
light,  and  rejoiced  therein  for  a  feafon.  Would  you 
have  hazarding  life  for  Paul  aAd  miniflry  of  the 
gofpel?  Alexander  did  thus  for  a  lime.  Would  you 
have  people  enter  into  covenant  with  God  ?  Look  u- 
pon  the  Ifraelites,  -  Deut.  -xxix.  with  xxxi.  16.  "  I 
'*  know  that  after  thy  death  this  people  will  go  a»whor-r 
^*  ing."    Would  you  have  thankfulhefs  ?  Pral.  cyi.  13, 

:  "  They  fang  his  praife,  they  foon  forgat  the  Lord." 

'  And  thefe  affe£tions  are  for  a  time  ftronger  thsui  the 
faints,  like  land  floods ;  and  becaufe  they  are  violent 
and  flrong,  they  laft  not  long,  but  however  it  argues  a 
wretched  falfe  heart,  Pfel.  Ixxviii.  37.  **  Their  hearts 
**  were  not  right,"  becaufe  **  not  lledfaR  in  his  cove- 
*'  nam." 

-  OijeS^  But  what  man  is  there  but  changeth  ?  What 
My  fo  healthful,  that  is  foiind  alway  in  the  fam«  tem- 
per.^ Do  not  the  faints  find  their  hearts  foon  cold,  their 
joy  foon  quenched,  their  affeftions  foop  fpent?  Thii 
therefore  will  difcourage  them. 
.4a/.  I  anfwer  in  two  ways; 

Firft,  They  fometimes  deny  the  conftancy  of  grace, 
where  cpnftantly  it  is,  (for  the  Spirit  of  grace,  in  us  is 
like  life,  for  it  is  eternal  life,  It  is  ever  afting  or  re- 
niaining  in  the  foul]  and  this  they  do  by  reafon  of  ma- 
»y  miftakes.  As, 
If  They  think  the  grace  of  God  in  them  periftieth, 

;  when  the  adl  ccafeth.  Whereas  a  man  may  be  wea- 
J^y  of  aftions  of  life,  where  life  remainclh,  as  in  fick 
^cn.  A  man  may  have  a  rich  treafure  always  with 
him,  yet  not  always  fpend  it.  There  is  a  gracious 
fcame  of  heart  which  the  l4ord  regards  chiefly,  which 

is 
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is  before  the  z6ty  and  hence  may  be  witbbut  it.  The 
.wheel  doth  not  run  that  it  mav  be  rouqd,  but  it  is 
made  round  that  it  may  run.  Hence  when  the  a&  of 
running  ceafeth,  the  frame  whereby  it  is  fit  to  run  a« 
gain«  remaineth^  and  this  is  *^  the  feed  of  God.''  j 
John  ill.  9* 

2.  Many  think  the  a£t  of  grace  ceafetb,  when  it 
doth  not  a£t  always  upon  the  fame  objeft;  as  fome 
think,  becaufe  they  have  not  the  fenfe  of  God's  love 
always,  all  grace  is  loft,  when  it  i^ay  be  there  is  fenfe 
of  corruption  at  that  time,  fometime  Qod  gives  vidory 
over  temptation,  it  rifeth  again :  Now  the  foul  thinks 
the  very  a6t  of  grace  ceafeth,  when  yet  is  now  warring 
againft  the  temptation ;  fometime  the  ijpirit  of  grace 
may  lead  a  man  to  prayer  and  fadnefs,  fometime  to  a 
nian's  calling  and  cbeerfulnefs.  The  a6t  of  grace  is 
fmall,  its  dominion  large.  ' 

3.  They  think  they  are  not  conftant,  when  they  are 
not  fo  at  all  times  as  they  are  at  fome  times :  As  a 
man  thinks  he  is  inconftant  at  prayer,  becaufe  he  is 
not  all  day  upon  his  knees;  not  heavenly  minded,  be* 
caufe  he  is  not  all  day  long  minding  heavenly  things: 
Whereas  the  Spirit  fhotUd  be  ready  fo  to  do  and  may 
be  at  all '  times,  and  in  every  worldly  occafion  to  be 

#  fowing  and  reaping  fome  fpiritual  good ;  yet  it  is  not 
a  feafonal  way  to  be  upon  the  mount.  Sometimes 
Mofes  miift  not  come  down  to  the  camp.  God  re- 
quires every  fit  feafon  for  his  fpecial  worfliip,  not  e- 
very  particle  of  time. 

4.  Many  think  the  power  of  grace  is  ceafed  and  ta- 
ken away,  when  fome  fpecial  enlargements  are :  As 
a  Chriflian  (hall  find  at  fome  times;' having  fpecial  work 
to  do,  fpecial  miferies  to  go  through,  he  hath  ipectal 
enlargements  of  the  fpirit  of  joy,  courage,  boldnefs  with 
God,  love  and  zeal.  Thefe  lafting  not,  he  thinks  all 
is  gone  now;  But^  look  as  it  was  with  Jonathan,  i 
Sam.  xiy.  8.  Then  '*  he  alone  anddiis  armour-bear- 
"  er  went  againft  an  hoft,'*  yet  x  Sam.  xvii.  ii.  t- 

ffainft 


TEN   VIRGINS.  491 

gainll  Goliah  not  a  word.  Paul  to  his  death  waa  a 
laithful  and  able  rainifter  of  the  gofpcl,  though  fomc- 
times  his  mouth  Hopped,  and  his  heart  ftraitened :  l1ie 
iliip  may  be  going  to  the  harbour,  though  fometime 
greater,  fomtiirpe  leiTer  winds. 

Secondly,  But  yet  I  confefs  there  is  much  change- 
sblenefs  In  the  faints,  and  unevennefs  in  their  courfe» 
and  their  fpirits  are  tipt  to  grow  weary  and  faint,  o- 
therwife  they  had  no  need  to  be  exhorted  not  to  be  weary, 
and  when  they  arc  lifted  up,  they  foon  fink  down, 
Heb.  xii.  i.  And  hence  queftion,  Wjis  there  ever  grace 
in  this  heart  ?  But  yet  there  i3  much  difference  between 
the  inconilancy  of  the  one  and  of  the  other,  in  three 
things : 

I .  'An  hypocrite's  affe£lions  when  they  ceafe,  they 
are  raifed  again  by  fome  external  principles  and  mo- 
tives; but  the  faithful  when  they  have  loft  what  they 
had,  they  recover  it  again  by  a  new  nature,  an  inward 
principle ;  which  is  an  evidence  there  was  the  bein^  of 
grace  all  this  while.    Empty  a  pOnd,  it  will  never  fill 
again  till  the  clouds  above  it  pour  down  rain.     Etiapty 
a  fpring,  though  it  fees  no  clouds  in  the  heavens,  yet 
it  runsof  itfelf,  and  will  fill  itfelf  again.     So  when  a 
V  hypocrite  is  left  dry  and  empty,  if  fome  clouds  ef  dif- 
pleafure,  fears  of  death  and  hell  come,  he  is  filled;  but 
a  child  of  God  when  no  fear  of  death  or  hell,  yet  ma- 
ny times  fomething  within  begins  to  work*  as  in  David,. 
Pfalm  xxxix.  3.  *'  While  mufing,  the  fire  kindled,*' 
the  fenfe  of  fin,  to  lie  out  from  God,  to  quench  his 
Spirit,  the  beauty  of  grace,  the  command  of  Qod,  the 
honour  of  the  Lord  Jefus  recovers  him,  Hcb.  viii.  10. 
peut.  V,  29.     They  fpake  as  largely  as  any  could  de- 
fire,  yet  their  hearts  were  naught,  becaufe  this  came 
from  no  inward  principle,  but  only  from  external  fear. 
''  When  the  priefts  feet  touch  Jordan,  the  waters  flood 
'*  on  heaps;"  but  "  when  they  are  pafied  through,  they 
"  they  overflow  all  the  banks''  again,  according  to 
their  nature.    So  when  the  word  is  preached  power^i 

fully, 
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fully,  and  the  gofpel  Mrith  authority,  and  the  priefts 
fe^t  touch  men's  confciences,  and  they  come  to  make 
way  for  the  ark,  for  the  Lord,*  men  in  fits  fail  down 
befori  the  Lord  againft  their  natures ;  and  for  a  Sab- 
bath day  men  are  as  full  of  good  purpofes  and  hear^ 
as  may  be,  yet  pcrifli  at  lall,  John  viii.  30,  31. 
•*  Many  believed  when  they  heard  his  word;"  but  then 
•*  are  you  ray  difciples  if  you  continue.'*  All  hypo- 
crites pangs  come  from  external  principles;  and  hence 
take  them  away,  their  affeftions  die.  Sometimes  the 
novelty  of  a  thing  aflfcfts  a  man;  the  fight  of  Ihore  is 
bcauwiful;  at  laft  when  manna  proves  daily  bread,  it 
is  loathed.  At  firft  rainillers  leet  are  beautiful,  they 
would  pull  out  their  right  eyes  for  Paul,  yet  afterward 
caft  him  off.  A  Pharaoh  in  thunder  and  fear  of.  death, 
cries,  "  Take  away  the  plague."  A  roan  in  affiictioa 
promiieth  much;  when  it  is  pail,  his  care  to  find  out 
his  fin,  his  feeking  to  be  purged  from  his  fin  cealcth. 
Joafh  is  good  while  Jehojada lives.  A  man  is  good  in 
quickening  company,  but  *'"when  iniquity  abounds, 
*'  his  love  waxeth  cold:'*  whereas  wli<:n  thefc  fiwl,  a 
lioly  heart  grows  better.  That  which  makes  the  oae 
to  fall,  makes  the  other  to  fear,  and  fo  to  Hand.  A 
concur  carries  a  man  on,  but  when  his  conceit  is  goiie« 
he  falls.  Look  as  it  is  with  dead  men,  they  may  have 
beat  and'colour,  but  it  is  from  the  fire;  '  a  living  mail 
may  be  cofd,  and  his  beauty  gone,  yet  he  comes  to  be 
hot  again,  not  from  external  heat,  but  internal  life 
within:  He  can  get  himfelfheat,  as  we  fay,  fo  it  is 
here.  Or  as  it  is  with  the  clock  and  the  fun,  the  one 
moves  by  art,  the  other  by  nature. 

2.  Suppofe  there  be  fomc  inward  fpirit  to  "raife  af- 
.fedions,  yet  thefe  graces  arife  in  them  without  the  de- 
ft ruftion  of  the  contrary  corruption.  And  fo  are  K^e 
to  Mofcs*  burning  bulh,  *^  the  bufti  burning,  but  yet 
".not  burnt."  And  thus  it  was  with  Balaam,  **  fudden- 
**  ly  the  Spirit  of  God.  came  upon  him,  and  he  faw  the 
♦♦  beauty  of  Jacob's  tents,  and  bleffcd  them"  above  all 

people 
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people  in  the  world,  yet  bis  coyetous,  mariclous  heart 
againft  them  was  not  tconfumed:  We  never  redd  of 
Balaam's  mourning  for  waA^of  the  fight  of  their  glory» 
and  of  love  to  their  perfons  and  pollerity;  but  the 
graces  of  the  faints  do  arife  from  the  dying  of  the  con- 
trary luft  or  corruption,  yet  the  being  of  it  remains  in 
full  power,  though  ntot  in  the  excrcii'e  thereof,  becaufe 
it  is  in  fuch  a  fubjeft  where  Corruption  is  dying,  not 
living;  falling,  not  reigning.  Cbrift  dies,  and fo  Uvea 
in  his  people;  where  Ghrift  is  indeed,  there  we  are 
firft  buried  with  Ghrift,  before  we  are  raifed  by  fajm^. 
Paul  could  do  great  things  for  Ghrift,  yet  fometimes  is 
weak,  becaufe  his  ftrength  arofe  from  the  fenfc  of  his 
own  infufficiency  to  think  a  good  thought*  The  faints 
fee  great  things,  but  it  is  in  fuch  a  way,  as  that  they 
*'  that  fee  not,  might  fee,"  John  ix.  39.  -Paul  is  fome« 
times  fet  at  liberty  from  pricking  temptations,  yet  he 
hath  them  fometimes  that  he  may  feel  them,  and  fo  be 
raifed  again.  Hence  many  people  fuddenly  find  they 
love  the  people  of  God,  and  love  the  Lord,  but  never 
felt  the  contray  fin;  fufpeft  it  is  but  a  pang,  as  Caper- 
naum was  much  afieded,  yet  repented  not. 

3.  The  continuance  of  the  riiings  of  a  faint  ye  life 
to  him;  they  are  his  life ;  his  coolings  and  declinirtgs, 
and  decayings  death :  But  e  contra  to  an  hypocrite,  the 
continuance  of  his  affe£tions  in  ordinances  are  deaths 
and  burdens  to  him,  the  lofs  of  them  his  liberty  and 
lifc^  wherein  he  allows  hirafelf. 

As  for  example,  take  an  hypocrite  to  prayer,  he  is 
affefted  for  a  time,  but  let  him  be  long  at  it,  he  is  like 
a  fifli  in  a  fever-fit  out  of  the  water,  Mai.  1.  13.  *  So 
for  fanftifying  the  Sabbath,  and  being  very  ftri£t,.  but 
ftay^loog  here  it  is  death^  it  is  burdenfome  to  him;  and 
hence  we  fliall  fee  his  decays  are  his  life,  andlbat  which 
makes  him  walk  loofely  is,  fometimes  he  repents  and 
believes,  and  hath  his  canonical  fet  hours  of  prayer, 
and  he  tliinks  this  Is  enough,  and  pjeafeth  himfeJf  with 
this  (who  is  conftant?)     But  now  take  a  child  of  God 

^         when 
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when  his  heort  is  enlarged  For  the  Lord,  that  is  heaven; 
it  is  his  food,  and  now  he  is  in*  health,  as  Paul  faid, 
I  Thcff.  iii.  7,  8.  **  Now-W€  live,  if  you  continue  ilpd- 
"  faft:'*  So  for  others,  fo  alfo  with  himfelf,  Prov» 
iv.  22.  and  if  it  might  be  ever  thus,  then  happy;  ami 
the  thought  of  this  fweetens  heaven;  but  take  a- 
way  thefe,  it  is  his  death;  and  hence  he  groans  to 
God  for  the  removal  of  it,  Pfal.  cxix.  4,  5.  What 
good  doth  Chrift,  mercies,  ordinances,  heaven  do  mt 
with  fuch  a  heart?  Be  not  difcouraged  you  people  of 
the  Lord,  nor  encouraged  you  that  are  good  only  ia 
your  moods,,  as  the  wind  turns  you;  whatever  love 
you  have,  it  is  whorifh,  and  whorifh  tears,  if  you  fol- 
low the  Lord,  and  yet  have  your  haunts,  whatever  fer- 
vice  you  do,  it  is  odious  to  God,  to  work  all  day  for 
another  mailer,  and  twice  a-day  come  to  the  Lord  for 
kread.  Do  you  think  the  Lord  likes  this,  to  tafle  of 
his  grace,  and  make  a  meal  of  your  lufts  ? 

SECT.    vir. 

Ufe  5.  of  Exhortation.  E  IRST,,to  them  that  arc 
fallen  ^  begin  again,  if  God  would  but  give  you  ears 
to  hear,  (who  like  ftrange  eggs)  being  put  into  the 
fame  neft  where  honeft  men  have  lived,  there  you  have 
been  hacht  up,  and  when  you  were  young,  there  you 
kept  your  neft,  and  lived  by  crying  and  opening  your 
mouth  wide  after  the  Lord,  and  the  food  of  bis  word. 
But  now  your  wings  are  grown,  you  have  got  feme 
affe£lions,  forae  knowledge,  feme  hope  of  mercy,  and 
are  hardened  thereby  to  fly  from  God.  Can  th^t  man 
be  good  whotn  (Grod's  grace  makes  worfe?  And  that 
flies  from  God's  ordinances,  and  people,  and  private 
prayer?  Confider  what  thou  haft  done. 

1.  You  bring  an  ill  report  and  name  upon  God,  Jer. 
ii.  5.  "  What  iniquity  have  you  found  in  me.'*  If  a 
country  be  well  reported  of,  it  is  no  matter  if  fome  o- 
thers  bring  anill  name  on  it.  Wife  men  will  not  believe 

them: 
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them :  But  for  tbe  fearchers  of  Caaaan  to  bring  an  ill 
report  of  Canaan,  this  is  fad. 

2.  Thou  haft  loft  all  thy  prayers,  all  thy  profeffion, 
nay  better  never  to  have  *•  known  tbefe  ways,''  2  Pet. 

.  ii.  21.  than  to  forfake  the  Lord, 

3.  No  man's  mifery  is  fo  great,  Jude  xiii.  14.  "  the 
"  blacfcnefs  of  darknefs  is  for  fuch.'*  Search  yourfelvcs^ 
you  may  fecretly  depart,  when,  you  are  turning  to  the 
Lord,  as  a  fnail  round  about  the  wheel,  the  wheel 
moves  it,  but  it  moves  a  contrary  motion  of  its  own 
from  the  wheel:  Therefore  begin  again.  O  but  will 
the  Lord  receive  me  ?  Who  knows  but  he  may  ?  And 
'*  heal  your  backflidings,"  Hof.  xiv.  Becaufe  fallen, 
return:  I  know  not  how.  Anf.  Take  words.  But  the 
Lord  may  not  regard  us.  "  Youftiall  growlikethe  lilyf, 
**  and  be  as  firm  as  Lebanon." 

Exhortation  2-  "  Let  them  that  ftarid,  take  heed  left 

'  **  they  fall,"  and  you  difcover  your  hypocrify  to  all 

the  world,  or  be  like  the  hypocrites,  whofe  beauty  foon 

fades.     And'  here  let  me  commend  three  things  to  yoiju 

!•  Take  heed  that  there  be  not  found  in  your  hearts 
**  a  root  of  bitternefs,  to  grow  up  and  choak  you.*' 
Heb^  xii.  15,  If  your  houfe  be  left  empty,  and  yet^ono 
living  luft  left  in  it,  feven  devils  will  enter  again,  "  and 
**  your  latter  end  wHl  be  worfe  than  your  beginnmg/* 
You  do  not  know  what  hearts  you  have.  **  Am  I  a 
*'  dog,"  faith  Hazael,  ever  to  fall  fo  ?  Let  there  be  a 
luft  after  any  creature,  you  will  find  the  fpirit  of  pray- 
er die ;  then  to  think  them  too  long  in  the  word,  then 
to  forfake  the  aiTemblies  of  faints,  then  when  your  luft 
is  met  with  to  oppofe  men,  minifters,  Sec.  One  reign* 
iug  luft  will  bring  all  rato  captivity  to  itfelf,  it  will  flay 
fome^  and  make  others  ferviceable  to  defend  itfelf,  PfaL 
cvi.  14, 15.         . 

2.  Take  heed  of  taking  on  you  the  profeffion  of  a 
Chriftian  courfe  without  finding  the  reft,  peace,  joy, 
fweetnefs  of  fuch  a  courfe,  Prov.  ii,  10,  !!•  There/is 
a  fatisfying  pleafantnefs  in  promifes,  commands,  ordi- 
nances, 
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nances,  you  will  lyver  hold  out  elfc;  for  wherever  the 
heart  finds  reft,  there  it  will  abide,  jind  for  Want  of 
that  it  dies*.  As  in  creatures, '  if  it  had  red  there,  the 
foul  would  not  be  unquiet ;  if  in  God,  it  would  never 
go  to  the  creature.  Some  fweetnefs^  you  may  find,  bi|J 
look  to  find  full  reft;  as  men  do  findfome  fweetne^WJ 
creatures,  and  fo  in  ordinances;  yet  being  ufedto  them 
they  grow  weary  of  them,  becaufe  they  find  no  God 
there,  **  no  fulnefs  of, reft,**  Heb.  iv.  ir,  12.  and  go 
through  all  the  world  you  fhall  never  have  it:  Get  all 
the  terrors  of  devils  upon  you,  you  will  never  ftand  by 
that ;  confider  therefore  as  it  is  in  fin,  there  is  the  aS, 
and  there  is  the  pleafare,  fo  in  every  ordinance  and 
duty  there  is  both.  .  All  apoftacy  is  from  this,  ord- 
nances are  too  burthenforoe  unto  men  to  be  held  unto. 

3.  Take  heed  you  negledl  not  private  prayer,  bnild 
your  honfes  fit  for  that  purpofe,  though  you  fell  feme 
of  your  clothes ;  you  will  for  yqur  fwine  to  lie  in,  sod 
wilt  you  not  to  meet  God  in?  one  hour's  meeting  the 
Lord  in  private  will  quit  your  coft:  And  pray  for  this,? 
do  it  left  you  do  .it  in  the  woods,  and  defarts,  anddeds 
of  the  earth:  So  much  ftrangenefs  frojn  God,  foniudi 
apoftacy ;  pray  that  you  may  hold  out  in  this  hour  of 
temptation,  that  you' may  with  David,  not  "  be  for- 
"  faken,  when' grey-headed.'* 

Thus  you  fee  now  the  particular  difiFerence  between 
wife  and  foolifti  virgins,  and  what  is  the  ground  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  one  and  not  of  the  other?  Whatihcu 
will  be  faid  ?  Can  it  be,  That  there  are  no  graces  is 
faints:  Or,  That  there  is  no  differfence  between  the 
one,  and  the  other? 
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CHAP.  I.    SECT.  1. 

Of  Carnal  Security  in  Virgin-Cburcbei* 


MattH.  XXV.  5« 
Vbilft  the  jAridegroom  tarried^  they  all  Jlumbered  and  Jkpu 

N  this  parable  were  noted  two  things; 

Eirft,  The  church's  preparation  td  meet  Chrift^ 
\m  ver.  i.  to  5. 

Secondly,  The  bridegroom^s  coming  out  to  meet 
fern,  from  ver.  5.  to  1,2  • 

In  this  fecond  parr,  which  now  we  are  to  open,  three 
bgs  are  to  be  attended  unto: 
X.  The  delay  of  Ghrift's  coming,  or  the  long-fufier* 
I  of  Chrift  before  he  come,  ver*  5* 

2.  The  preparation  he  makes  fo^  his  comings  a  lit** 
rbefore  it,  from  ven  6.  to  ver.  10.  by  an  awaken* 
{  cry,  which  makes  all  the  virgins  look  about  them« 

3.  The  coming  itfelf;  where  thofe  that  were  rea- 
\  were  with  joy  let  in;  and  thofe  that  were  unread/ 
tre  with  (hame  fhut  out. 

i.Tbg 
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I.   The  delay  ofX!br{ft^s  coming* 

Whence  note  fir(t  What  bappeacd  ia  tbe  ieteri&i  of  I 

delay,  and  that  fs,  carnal  fecority^  expreffed  ai 

fct  out  from  the  loweft  and  highcft  degree  of  it.   i 

They  "  numbered;''  /.  c.  fell  a-no^umg  or  wis! 

ing»  as  the  word  raoft  properly  iigcifies.     x.  Tl 

"  flept;"  /.  r.  now  they  were  bufied  ia  their  flelj 

overco*iie  by  it. 

Secondly,  Upon  vihom  thefe  fleeps  and  flumbers  Ji^ 

and  that  is,  *'iThey   all  flambered  and  llepi;"  u 

though  for  a  time  they  were  both  awake,  yet  goi 

and  b^d,  wife  an-J  foolidi  fell  into  this  fenrelefsij 

ftupid,  dull  and  dead,  flugjsfifh  and  fleepy  coQdttil| 

Obferv.  I.  That  in  the  Liil  days  carnal  fecurity) 

thcris  or  will  be  the  univerfal  fin  of  virgin  chdi^ 

es.       <#  \ 

Obferv.  II.  That  carnal  fecurity  falls  by  degree^ 

pon  the  hearts  of  men.  -         \ 

Obferv.  III.  That  the^fpirit  of  floth  and  fecorit]^ 

the  laft  fin  that  befals  the  pebple  of  God,  •  { 

Obferv.  IV.  That  ChriR'a  Urrying  from  the  choH 

es,  Is  the  general  occafion  of  alLfecui^ty  tp  the  cfaiifl 

es;  or  the  not  coming  of  the  Bridegroom  wheal 

faints  cx{)ea  bim,  is  i)ie  general  caufe  of  that  feed 

which  doth  befal  them.  ] 

S  E  C  T.    IL  1 

Obferv.  J.  1  HAT  in  Uie  l%ft  ^aya  carnal 
either  is  or  will  be  the  univerfal  fin  of  virgin  chi 
es :  When  the  churcbe?  arc  purged  from  the  grofe 
luiions  of  the  world,  a^d  anticbriftian  fornicattoiis 
bondage,  th^n  either  there  is  pr  will  be  general  k 
rity:  Fpr  thefe,,virgins,  when  they  firft  nitde  pn 
fion  of  their  virginity  by  their  burning  lumps,  * 
for  a  tin^e  all  fiwakenedi  but  at  laft  they  ^  flusrix 
^nd  flept:  Tbis.is  the  'temper  of  the  body  irf 
churches.    , 

M 
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Malt,  xxiv.  38.  '<  Ac  it  was  intlie  day^  of  ^Noah,  fo 
ihaU  it  be*  in  the  days  of  the  cotnirtg  of  the  Son  of 
man." 

l,ttke  xviii.  8.  "  When  the  Son  of  man  coraeth, 
Iball  he  find  faith  in  the  earth,'*  /.  c.  an  awakening 
th. 
Hence  the  Lord  forewarns  his  people  of  this,  Deut. 

12.  *'  When  thou  comeft  to  fuch  a  land,  beware 
[eft  tkou  forget  the  Lord  thy  God," 
^jiefu  But  what  is  this  their  general  fecurity?" 
Jhtf.  Look  as  it  is  in  ouf  ordinary  fleep,  fo  it-  is  in 
b^ general  fecurity:  There  arc  thefe  fix  things  in  it: 
J*.  A. man*  forgets  his  bufinefs,  his  work  be  was  a- 
flC;  foin  a  canial  fecurity,  men  forget  the  Lord,  his 
rbs,  and  his  will ;  that  which  we  moil  think  bf  while 
rare  aw^ke,  we  leall  think  of  indeed  when  we  aw 
^p:  Take  a  man  awakened  indeled,  Othen  the  worft 
BMixiiber.the  Lord  and  bis  covenant,  Pfal.  Ixx'viii.  47. 
X,  when  afleepi  the  Lord  and  his  errand  is  lea^ft 
tlgiit  of,  and  hence  fecurity  ia^expreft  by  •*  forget- 
bagf  God,*'  PfaJ.  1.  2r.  And  hence  Jerufalem's 
airrty  was  in  this,  **  they  remfehlbered  not  their  lat- 
SET  end." 

, ,  A  man  in  fleep  fears  no  evil  until  it  be  upon  hira, 
ilieain^of  him;  fo  this  is  another  Ingredient  into 
sal  lecurity,  though  fin  lies  upon  them,  they-  f(?ar 
-till  evil -comes;  as  Jofeph'sbretni^n,- though  warn- 

is  given  them,  they  fear  not:  Like  them  in  the 
^  of  Noab  and  Lot.  And  hence.  Job  xxi.  9.  "  Their* 
^ufes  are  free  from  fear;*'  the  raifery  for  tlie  fame* 
^ -lighted  upon  another;  yit  thefecure  foul  fears 

0£r  in  Belfhaz^ar,  Dan.  v.  22. 
^-#'In  fleep  all  tliefenfes  are  bound  up,  the  outwstrd' 
^aK  jefpecially,  the  eye  watcheth  not;  the  ear  hears 
tbe  tongue  tiftcs  not,  the  body  feels  not;  fo  this' 
%  ingrpdient.  in  carnal  fecurity,  it  binds  up  all  the* 
.^  as  it  did  the  prophet  Jonah's  iniheilorm;  when* 
f^  was  upon  hira,  he  heard  not,  he  faw  not,  felt 
,  .    .       •  A3'  ^    not; 
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not ;  fo  whM  mirery^  outward  or  fplrltual,  Is  upon  i 
•man,  he  that  had  quick  fbnfes  before,  his  eye  fccsnoi 
vratcheth  not;  Gbrillians  negleft  their  watchfulncfs fo 
their  friends,  the  Lord  and  his  Spirit,  and  comiug;  no 
watch  agatnil  their  enemies  that  daily  beficge,  thcjB 
the  ear  hfcars  not  the  voice  of  the  miniftry,  thevoiw 
of  providences,  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  within;  lUfa 
fmells  not,  taftes  not  the  fweet  of  any  promife,  tf 
ordinance,  no  nor  of  the  grace  of  the  Lord  himiel 
hence  it  commends  them  not,  nay  the  foul  feds  nod 
ing,  no  evil,  no  good  thi  Lord  doth  him;  tbatloc 
as  the  Lord  there  faid,  Ifa.  xxix.  9,  10.  **  The  Lfl! 
*^  hath  poured  upon  you  a  fpirit  of  ileep,  and  hathd 
**  fed  your  eyes;'*  fo  that  the  Lord  clofeth  upi 
the  ienfes,  that  a  man  is  now  (lupid,  when  he  is  &II1 
alleep  in  fecurity, 

4.  In  fleep  there  is  a  celTation  from  fpeakiqg  ti 
motion:  there  a  man  keeps  filence  and  lies  (lill;  !b 
carnal  fecurity,  the  fpirit  of  prayer  is  filent,  Ifa.  bur. 
Pfal.  xxxii.  X,  2,  3.  David  calls  it  a  keeping  of  iileac 
♦*  Up^  why  fleepeft  thou?  Seek  to  thy  God,"  hyi 
xnariners;  indeed  men  may  talk  in  their  fleep,  tofi 
'may  pray  in  their  deep  fecurity,  yet  hot  tboroughljs 
wakened:  and  there  is  a  lying  ftill,  no  progrefs;  lo 
carnal  feCurity  the  foul  ftands  at  a  flay,  goes  notbn 
ward,  grows  not  worfe,  but  goes  not  forward ;  fad 
one  is  compared  to  the  door  on  the  binge. 

.  5.  In  fleep  the  fenfes  being  ftupified,  and  md 
ceafed,  a  tnan  falls  a«dreaming,  fome  dreams  he! 
S[et8,  fome  he  remembers,  and  in  his  fleep  fully  1 
firmly  believes  them;  fo  in  carnal  fequrity,  no^ 
man^s  mind  dreams  of  that  which  is  not,  and  of  I 
which  never  fliall  be;  a  man's  mind  is  grown  vmnA 
full  of  fancies  and  dreams,  thofe  things  which  oC 
entered  into  God's  thoughts :  fometimes  a  oian  drc^ 
of  the  Lord,  that  this  is  his  will  and  mind,  which  tsi 
of  the  world,  that  it  is  a  goodly  thing;  of  tilings  :oci 
which  fliall  never  be. 


TEN  VIRGINS.  / 

.6,  In  deep  flcep,  though  a  man  be  awakened,  yet 
he  prefently  is  overcome  by  his  fleep;  fo  that  is  ano- 
ther iogredient  into  fpiritual  ilumber;  fleejHnefs  is  pre- 
dominant over  his  watchfalnefs;  and  thus  it  was  with 
^tbe  difciples  in  the  garden,  they  flept;  the  Lord  came 
once  and  twice,  and  awakens  them,  yet  they  flept  till 
temptation  furprjfed  them;  fcarce  any  Chrillian  fo  fe- 
cure  in  the  chambers  of  Chrifl;,  but  he  hath  fome  knocks 
of  confcience,  fome  cries  of  the  miaiftry,  fome  wound- 
tngsfrom  the  Lord,  and  they  do  aWake  hlmi  but  yet, 
he  falls  to  fleep  again. 

SECT.    IIL 

We  fhall  now  flicw  the  reafons  why  virgin-churches 
in  the  laft  days  are  or  will  be  overcome  by  fecurity. 

Rtaf.  I .  Becaufe  that  in  virgin-churches  there  are  the 
ftrohgeft  provocations  to  thisfin;  which  are  chiefly  three. 
I.  Reft  and  places  of  peace,  and  freedom  from  hard 
bondage;  Jacob  may  fleep  with  his  ftone  under  his 
I^ead,  but  much  more  eafily  under  his  own  vine  and 
fig-trees..  A  man  may  be  fecure  in  the  times  rftrou- 
ble,  but  much  more  in  times  of  peace,  when  we  have 
(»ur  beds  made  foft  for  uS,  and  eafy  pillows.  Friends 
can  boldly  defire  us  to  reft,  where  there  is  lodgings  for 
ws:  the  world  thrufts  us  out  of  lodging;  while  the 
prick  is  at  the  breaft  the  nightingale.a wakes  and  fings, 
but  when  that  is  taken  away  it  fleeps  in  the  day.  In 
times  of  perfecution  Paul  is  preaching  till  midnight,' 
and  the  Lord  is  remembered  in  'the  fongs,  and  fighs, 
and  prayers  of  the  night-feafon ;  but  in  times  of  peace, 
peace  like  Jaers  milk  and  butter,  ftopifics  all  the  fen« 
fes,  though  dcftruftion  be  pear;  hence,  Deut.  vi.  12.* 
"Then  forget  not  the  Lord."  Do  you  think  that  Noah» 
in  the  ark,  when  the  waters  fwelled  above  the  moun*- 
'  tains,- was  fecure  ?  No,  but  wjien  the  waters  ceafed,  and 
he  had  his  vineyard  planted,  now  he  fleeps  in  his 
drunkennefs,  becaufe  he  knew  not  the  ftrength  of  wine: 

A  4  In 
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la  th,e,  vicgia  ohurch,  wl^cre  this  fleep  i^  yfe  fnpppfe 
this  fr^edojp^  froni  evil.  ^ 

2,  B^ca,ui)&  tjhere  i^en  are  mofk  free  Crop  iftw^ 
pala;  iot  vfh^xc  ihere  is^  Qjiuch  gti^fs^nd  paip>  t(bc«e.u 
2X0.  ceil*  chough  all  the  ho^t^  %hout  be  fl^U  but  vchm 
the  houfe  i^  imU  a^d  the  body  \veU,,  no\y  it  i;s  i^ajcdbut 
thera  way.  be  cett;  while  theCliisiliti.aD.dQijh  Jfy*?  «*«i» 
aatiQhjiidiian  ppliuvioq,  l^i]5:.coQfciejice.baUi  no  rcO^  aad 
hence  it  U  a^waHc^  tjiere,  here  (fa,iih  tipe  foul)  I  waa( 
the  ocdinskxxcesi:  o£  God,  O^that  1  had  tfaj;i^'  llerel£i^ 
fm  and  wickedoefs  abounding,  that  my^chijid.i^  \^c  ^ 
be  poifoncd  therewith;  here  are  fuch  and  fuch  fuper- 
ftitions  that  ray  copfcienc?  (jannot^  bear :  hence  con- 
fclence  is  kept  waking.  But  in  virgin-churcheSi  where 
the  houTfr  is  Cw^pt  of  thefe,  nov^,  conf^iepce  is^qutet  «od 
at  reft;  no\n(  I  have  gQt.  a,  Levite.  into^ipy  ijouJc».  Gt^ 
is.now.bJeiTing.  me*  &c.  N^ow  copfciejQC^hi^jt^  I^id  dpjra 
Hs  burthen,  it  falls  dpwu  to.  fleep;  no\i^  they'  ay, 
•*  The  temple  of  the  Lord,"  -&c. 

3.  Becaufe  in  fach  Qhurcbes  there  i^  mod  aptitude 
in  men  to  fpiritual-  fulncfa,  viz.  plenty  of  the  means; 
there  is  all  the  ordinances;  in  tjiis  muijntain,  Ifaiah 
X%^  I.  God's  fead  is  made,  and  fuln^f^  of  fpiritual 
gifts  and  graces,  becaufe  they,  have  now  eicaped  ibo 
pollutions  of  the  world,  conquered  the  enmjty  cf  the 
vorki;  now:  have  come  to  a  good  nieafure  of.  grace, 
and  conquved  the  way  of  their  enemies,  got  the  bet- 
ter of  them  ;  hence,  as.  the  Ifr.aelites  n^aje  peace,  with 
<the  Canaanites,  not  when  they  xyere  too  ftrong,  but 
tpo  weak  for  them:  fo.  now  the.  foul  comes  to  be  at 
j;eit,  to  lay  down  its  warfare^  and  to  yield  to  a  truce^ 
to  a.league  to  his  lufts  and  diftempers  for  a  time.  When' 
men  are. kept  Ihort  of  food^  now  they  awake;  fo  when 
tjie.  word  of  the  Lord  and  his  ordinances  be  rar^  and 
precious,  and  hard  to  find,  now  a  Ch.rillian  can  trotdgc 
€lfter  them;. but  when,  men  are  fall,  now  they  deSre 
tsA;  fo  it  is  here. 

4.  Becaufe  in  virgin  churches,  there^men  are  woft 

ap; 
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^pt  to  b^  pvQnaj^en  w.Ith  weari.i^s;.  a^m.an  that  nevei: 
WaU(^  ^n'vk^  holy  W.%y.,  n^ay  4.1  firli  letting  out  de- 
l)igi^t  in  Cbri]^;  bujD  $/i(^r  he  haitiL  dono  w.aUung  ia  it, 
{ipWf^O  lift  «jM  tj9  faiAt;  efpeqi^Uy,  if  lji.«-  foWs  iDuch^ 
dAf^  sc^p^  for  the  prefi^nt  but  litU.O!,.  Aq4  hcQCiev  GaU 
MV.  9-  ^  Y^ii^  Ai^U.  Fca.p  yi  due  fqalon,  if  you,  fainc 
*'  not  :''•  now  in  vir^n-churches,  thcfe  virgiuA  a^c 
fiicl^  p^i^fons  as  haiV<i  l>^£tM>.  tp  mak^  a.  pro.CoiIion»  and 
hjtyA  9^.%de  ai  fa*ir  progrieij^;.  0  i^i^y^  diiiipulc  upw  ib  it 
»^t  tq  l?*^..  vi&^y  I  It  iQ  Ilf  %pgc^  tfh  fcp  what  IJapct  fpirita 
a/tei;  the  Lvrd^  tpihat  1.4fge.  aft^^r  t)ie;  crieatures  we 
have. 

J?.^-  a.  B(5caufe  rtjfiey  aro  th^  more  eafijy  over^ 
come  by  this  An,  than  by  aiiy  ot^i&r. 

I*.  B^caiife  it  i.s  a  fm  which  a  m^n  lea^  forfces.oc  , 
fears:  the  apofllc  faith,  "  They  that  are  drunk,  and 
•*  that  fleep,  fleep  in  the  night ;"  and  yet  here  men 
flccp  in  the  open  light;  why  fo?  Men  Ice  it  not,  men  * 
know  it  not;  fleep  Reals  upon  a  man:  It  iajawful  to 
fljsep;  carnal  fecurity  arifes  chiefly  from  the  ufe  of 
hrw/ul  things,. CU:  Mihjch  adman's  hearti  and  tliou.ght^^ 
arc*  fpent-;  they  ate,  drapk,  g^ve  in  marriagct,  they, 
could  fee  no.hnrMherein.  When  a  pian  ia  had  beforq 
councils,  now  a  man  fears  to  fm,.he  knows  he  fliaJlbQ 
templed  unto  fin>;  but  when  .th^  Lord  brings  the 
thou Id^r  from  under  Ibch  burdens,  now  to  fear  our  la- 
bles,  our  beds,  our  wives,  (;ur  children,  our- callings, 
our.  profeffi9n6  and- the  fnares  of  ihe/e,  Oit  is  exceed- 
ing hard ! 

2.  Becaufe.  fecurity  h  fo  fwctt  a  fin;  O.  fleep  19, 
fwcet ;  meat  i&  fweet,  but  men  may  be  foon  full,  of 
that;  but  when  fleep  comes,  many  hours  are  littlo 
enough  to  e.mertain  that :  fomc  fms  are  fweet  fpr- 1^ 
time,  a^ia  fliort  meal  and  away;  but  floth-  i$  a  fweet- 
cr  fin  than-  any  dfe  befides.  Let  a  Cbriftien  afl?  his 
heart*  when  he.  can  tal^js  no  content  in  pots,  or  lopfe 
company,  or  queen?,  and  can  find  none  in. the^Lordf 
yet  this  will  give  him  eaff,  viz.  his  floth:  whw  heja 

weary 
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weary  of  the  world,  aod  of  walking  with  C3mft  «]&i 
yet  floth  is  his  delight :  and  hence  he  cries«  ^^  Alitdfi 
*•*  more  flamber,  and  fleep,  until  deIlni£l;ion  comes  as 
^*  an  armed  man,"  Prov.  vL  9,  lo.  When  a  xnaock- 
lights  not  in  fats' wife,  children,  riches,  honours,  yet  a 
he  Ibmetimes  contentedly  fwallowed  up  with  his  Ussf 
and  reft.  ^ 

3.  Becaufe  Satan  doth  make  his  ftrongeft  forces  res- 
dy  alway  to  bring  a  man  firll  into  this  fin;  becaufe  this 
makes  way  for  the  entrance  of  all  fin  and  mifery ;  m 
people  fo  happy  as  the  Ifraelites,  while  they  were  a> 
wakened  and  up  with  God ;  no  mifery  could  hurt  theo, 
Jcr*  ii.  I,  2,  3.  but  when  thjcy  forgot  him,  all  mkrf 
came  in :  ^'  While  the  (Irongman  keeps  the  palace,  his 
^^  goods  be  at  peace;''  it  is  his  care  to  keep  men  fe- 
.  cure  and  flill. 

S  jE  C  T.    IV. 

Uft  I.  -Let  us  therefore  now  examine  whether  this 
'fin  be  not  our  fin  in  this  country,  if  it  be  not  begun  a- 
mong  us;  if  we  be  not  fleeping,  yet  are  we  not  flam- 
bering?  if  we  are  not  virgin-churches,  why  have  we 
.the  name  of  it  ?  if  we  be  virgin-churches,  then  make 
fearch .if  this  lie  not  our  fin;  w^  have  all  our  beds  so<l 
lodgings  provided,  the  Lord  hath  made  them  eafy  to 
us;  we  never  looked  for  fuch  days  in  New-Englaod, 
the  Lord  hath  freed  us  from  the  pain  and  anguifii  of 
our  confciences;  we  have  ordinances  to  the  full,  fer- 
mons  too  long,  and  lectures  too  many,  and  private 
meetings  too  iFrequent,  a  large  profeflion  many  have 
made,  but  are  you  not  yet  weary?  if  weary,  notfieepf, 
not  flumbcring?  it  may  be  on  you  before  you  are  aware, 
'  and  you  not  know  it;  and  when  fo  it  is,  it  may  be  fo 
fweet  that  yoii  may  be  loth  to  fee  it,  that  fo  yon  may 
forfake  it.  Let  me  knock  again;  is  ic  not  fo?  Let 
me  come  to  every  man's  bed-fide,  and  alk  your  con- 
fciences. ^ 

I.  Hare 
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1 .  Have  you  not  forgot  your  God,  and  forgot  yout 
work  alfo?  the  bufmefs  for  which  you  made  tliis  great 
undcrtajcing?  Pfal.  cvi.  12.  When  they  were  faved 
'from  the  fea,  they  fo<.n  forgat  the  Lord;  hath  not  the 
JLord  by  a  Ilretched-out  arm  brought  thee  and  thine 
through  feas  and  dangers,  and  delivered  you  wonder- 
fully? are  not  all  his  kindneffcs  forgotten?  all  your 
promifes  forgotten  ?  When  the  Lord  had  brought  the 
Ifraelites  out  of  their  captivity,  and  feme  hopeful  be- 
ginnings were,  they  care  for  the  temple/  the  duft  was 
precious:  but  God*s  houfe  did  lye  wafle.  Hag.  i.  5,  6. 
•*  Gonfider  your  ways;"  no  man  profpered,  fcarcc  in 
his  eftate;  God  did  blow  upon  their  corn,  becaufe  they 
forgat  tlieir  end.  What  was  your  end  of  coming 
hither?  the  ordinances  of  Gt)d,  the  prcfence  of  God; 
and  O,  one  day  there,  is  better  than  a  thoufarid  elfc- 
where;  hath  it  been  fo?  No,  but  as  it  is  ver.  9. 
*' Every  man  turns  to  his  own  houfe:'*  every  maa 
for  himfelf,  to  their  own  houfe,  lot,  accommodation, 
provifion  for  children;  and  in  the.  mean  while  the 
Lord's  houfe  lies  walle,  you  build  not'  up  that,  the 
fouls  of  thy  bretljeren  in  church-fellowfhip,  yea,  of  iby 
family  are  not  built  up;  the  Lf>rd's  houfe  is  defpifcd 
now,  and  it  is  like  the  fchools  of  the  prophets,  and 
much'  more.  O,  thought  we,  if  we  had  fuch  privileges, 
how  would  we  improve  them !  but  when  we  have  thera, 
have  we  the  fame  thoughts  ?  do  we  not  forget  them, 
like  men  that  come  to  ^  place  for  gold,  and  find  it  m^t 
without  digging,  they  fall  to  load  their  fliip  with  wood 
or  coal,  that  which  it  will  bear. 

2.  Have  we  not  (haken  off  all  fear  almoft  of  fin  and 
mifery  ?  »*  Go  to  the  ant  thou  fliig;;ard,  flie  fears  and 
*'  provides  Jlgainft  a  winter;*'  Do  not  men  think  that 
we  have  fled  too  far  for  the  crofs  to  find  u^,  or  as  if 
the  temple  of  the  Lord  was  fuch  a  den  as  no- foxes  or 
Wolves  could  follow  us  into?  efpecially  when  there  are 
caufes  of  fear,  when  war  is  proclaimed,  and  thecaufea 
known^,  and  yet  they  are  not  feared:  l^ow  many  men 

have 
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have  tht  hand-writing  of  death  in  their  confciences  a- 
gainft  thcra !  this  they  c^nfefs  is  nought,  they  hare 
lived  carclefe,  fluggi(h,  and  have'hadVorae  lenfc  of  it, 
yet  Ro  awakening  fear  of  the  terror  6f  the  Lord;  wbeiv 
a  prince  is  nigh  us,  now  to  commit  a  little  lewdnefs  is 
great  wickedncfs:  where  is  the  man  that  trembles  at 
the  nearncfs  of  God  to  us  ?  when  a  breach  is  made, 
then  fear  enemies.     Divifions  and  breaches  go  before 
foils  of  churches;  where  is  that  fpirit  of  Jehofapbat, 
that  feared  and  proclaimed  a  faft?  When  G^od  hath  be- 
gun to  fmite,  what  caufe  is  there  to  fear!  we  h«ve 
been  hurt,  and  yet  not  laid  it  to  heart;  the  lion  roars, 
ihall  not  the  people  fear?  I  believe  we  fliould  not  have 
bad  thofe  Pequot  ftiries  upon  us,  but  God  faw  we  be* 
,gan  to  ileep:  where  is  the  maii  that,  with  Paul,  knows 
the  terror  of  the  Lord,  and  hence  perfuades  men?  when 
the  enemy  is  ever  about  us,  there  is  always  caufe  of 
fear,  and  yet  we  fear  but  now  and  then. 
.   3'.  Are  not  our  fenfes  bound  up?  Look,  upon  men 
ki  I  heir  fields  and  converfir^s,  buyings  and  fellings; 
where   is  .a   daily,    weekly    watchfulnefs   over    our 
thoughts  and  tongues!     Look  to  men*s    clofe^s,    do 
men  there  call  themfelves  to  account?  can  they  find 
Icifure  or  need  of  it?  are  not  men's  eyes  clofed  up, 
that  the  glory  of  God  in  the  fcripturc  is  a  fealed  thing? 
m^n  have  eyes  but  fee  not;  are  not  men's  ears  fealed 
up?  fome  fermons  men  can  fleep  them  out;    man's 
v^ice  is  heard^  but  not  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God : 
O  how -many  men  are  there  that  become  quite  fer- 
moa-proof  now  a-days!  Are  not  men  blockifli,  dull, 
fenfclefs,' heavy  under  all  means,  they  tafte  not,  fraell 
not,  whereas  elfewhcre,  O  how  lively  and  fpiritual 
are  they ! 

4.  Is  not  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  that  lamp,  going  out 
in  the  church  of  God?  the  bleffednefs  of  all  flourilh- 
ing  plantation*  in  the  world  began  by  means  of  that, 
and  iliall  not  continue  but  as  it  continues;  and  if  ever 
cauic  to  feek  for  profperity  of  plantations,  thcfe  have* 

need. 
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iiefd.  If  God  fhould  take  away  thU  generation  of 
msigillracy  and  miniflryy  what  would  this  defpifed 
countrf  do?  and  what  would  become  of  your  children  i 
then  no  fchools  for  them^  when  110  gofpel  is  l^ft  aniong 

^  them;  then  every  roan's  fword  fliall  be  againll  his  bro* 
ther,  and  God  fpreading  the  place  with  darknelsi  which 
through  his  prefence  is  made  light ;  wh&t  little  hope  of 
a  happy  generSition  after  us,  when  many  among  U3 
fcarce  know  how  to  teach  their  children  manners  ? 
How  apt  are  we,  like  to  thofe  Aiian  churches,  to  fall 

-  into  thofe  very  fins  which  overwhelmed  them,  artti 
ruined  tUem  ?  how  many  fall  off,  and  in  time  break 
forth^  that  it  would  make  m^n  fick  to  hear  of  their 
pranks?  what' place  more  open  to  temptation  of  per- 
fecmion  and  worldly  delufions  ?  go  up  and  ^  down  the 
plantations,  where  is  the  man  that  lays  things  to  heart  i 
who  hath  the  condition  of  the  country  written  upon  hia 
heart,  and  prefenting  it  before  the  Lord,  rather  than 
his  own  good?  O  men  are  lilent  becaufe  afleep?  How 
do  fins  run  through  men  as  water  through  a  mill,  and 
men  regard  it  not?  what  means,  what  deliverances 
have  we  had!  butO  what  little  thankfulnefs ?  i^  Do 
we  make  progrefs?  nay  :  is  not  our  fhadow  gone  back? 
"  I  fleep,  but  my  heart  waketh;"  it  fliould  be  fo,  but 
it  is  not  fo  indeed.  • 

5.  Have  we  not  fallen  a-dreaming  here?  what 
mcaneth  elfe  the  delufions,  of  men's  brains?  what  a 
fwarm-  of  ftrange  opinions,  which  (like  flies)  have 
gone  to'the  fores  of  men^s  beads- and  hearts,  and  thele 
are  believed  alfo:  and  more  dreama  men  have  tb^t  are 
never  fpoken ;  every  man  hath  fome  drunken  conceit 

^  that  rocks  him  afleep:  dreams  are  quite  contrary  to 
the  truth.  What  meaneth  thefe,  if  men  are  not  fleep^ 
ing?  Firft,  drunken  dreams  of  the  world.'  Secondly, 
golden  dreams  of  grace;  that  thefe  things  advance' 
grace  which  indeed  deflroy  grace,  that  there  is  no  grace 
in  the  faints,  no  grace  in  Chrift,  no  hunlan  nature*,  m6 
promil'e  to  evidence  grace,  no  law.  to  be  a  rule  to  tben^ 

that 
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that  have  received  grace:  who  would  think,  that  cvei" 
any  ihould  fo  fait  by  a  fimple  woman  ?  Bat  if  this  be 
not  general;  yet  look  how  do  men  begin  to  dream  con- 
cerning the  world  ?  fcarce  a  man  but  finds  w^nt,  or  is 
well;  if  he  wants,  O  then,  if  I  had  fuch  a  lot  about 
me,  fuch  an  eftate,  how  well  then  were  I?  and  e  con^ 
tira,  they  that  have  it,  and  now  they  take  their  rell: 
••  Take  heed,'*  (faith  the  Lord,)  *'  your  hearts  be  not 
"  overcome  with  cares;"  fo  I  fay  to  you. 

6*  Doth  not  the  Lord  otlen  awaken  us,  yet  we  fall- 
to  fleep  again?  the. Lord  awakened  us  by  the  Pequot 
hornet,  yet  what  ufe  is  there  made  of  it?  doth  not  the 
Lord  often  meet  us  in  an  ordinance,  but  he  is  fooa 
loft  and  gone  again?  Is  there  a  man  that  hath  not 
h^d  his  crofs  f^nce  he  came  hither,  as  lofs  in  cattle  and 
eft  ate,  a  dear  bufband,  child,  wife  dead  ?  a  fore  and 
fliarp  iicknefs.  Sec.  he  hath  been  exercifed  with»  &c. 
bat  do  you  not  ileep  ftill?  if  it  be  not  thus;  it  will 
come;,  fear  it  for  time  to  come;  but  if  it  be  thus,  then 
I  fay  no  more,  but  know  it,  you  are  in  your  enemies 
hands;  and  in  fuch  an  enemies  hand,  that  if  you  mourn 
not  under  it,  will  open  the  door  either  to  the  entrance 
of  fome  crofs  fin  and  temptation,  or  for  forae  heavy 
and  fudden  wrath.  It  is  fufliclent  for  me  this  day^o 
fliew  you  where  your  burt  lieth. 

S  E  C  T.    V. 

Ufc  2.  rlENCE  fee  the  reafon  why  men  are 
worfe  in  yirgin-churches,  than  in  polluted  places,  and 
why  it  is  fo  generally;  becaufe  here  are  more  tempta- 
tions to  make  all  dumber  anS  fleep;  here  their  beds 
are  mlade  foft,  here  the  ftorms  are  paft,  here  they  are 
under  the  ftiadow  and  out  of  the  fun,  and  fecurity  o-, 
pens  the  door  for  an  enemy  :  no  wonder  if  the  city  be 
taken  though  never  fo  ftrong,  if  it  grow  on<ae  fecure : 
no  wonder  if  the  world  be  entered,  and  men  are  grow^ 
more  worldly;  and  if  Satan  be  entered,  and  picn  growr 

liiore 
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more  paffionate  than  before;  no  wonder  a  man's  work 
be  negledted,  if  be  be  afleep,  ordinances  more  flighted 
tiian  ever  before:  neyer  fliall  you  fee  fecunty  fall  u» 
pon  a  man  alone,  but  it  brings  its  train  with  it;  when 
the  hiifbandraen  fleep,  tares  will  be  fown;  and  when 
the  difciples  fleep,  temptations  will  enter;  this  is  that 
which  the  Lord  teftifies  of  his  f^dple,  Jer.  ii.  2,  3,  4. 
I  remember  what  thou  didft  in  times  of  ilraits,  in  a 
land  not  fown ;  every  one  that  touched  you  did  not  of- 
fend ;  but  in  the  feventh  and  eight  verfes,  when  brought 
to  a  plentiful  country,  they  did  not  fo  much  as  fay, 
Where  is  the  Lord  that  hath  done  this  for  us  f  But  yet 
the  Lord  queftions  his  people  for  this,  **  What  iniqui- 
ty have  you  found  in  me  ?''  which  queftion  you  can- 
not anfwer  without  grief  here,  or  confufion  another 
day.  You  that  are  the  Lord's,  pften  have  heard  tbia 
complaint,  (for  this  may  be  your  condition  as  well  aa 
Noah  and  Lot's)  but  now  fee  the  caufe  of  it;  how 
hard  to  awake  one  hour  i  how  hard  to  walk  with 
Gfodoneday?  Ihort  awakenings  you  have,  but  long 
lleeps  (this  may  be  your  condition  for  a  time)  but 
you  cannot  continue  fo  forever,  if  you  arc  the  Lord^s. 
Bat  if  you  do  continue  fo,  efpecially  without  bemoan- 
ing this  unto  the  Lord,  it  is  a  quellion  whether  ever 
there  was  that  oil  in  your  veffel,  which  others  have, 
when  not  only  a  man's  afts  gtow  worfe,  but  the  very 
fpirit  of  a  man  degenerates ;  when  not  only  the  leaves 
of  the  vine  fall,  but  the  vine  itfelf  grows  degenerate, 
and  hence  continueth  fo;  this  is  a  fore  evidence  of  a 
woful  ftate,  Jer.  ii.  20,  21.  '•  When  the  yoke  was  on 
•*  thy  neck,  thou  faidft,  thou  wouldft  not  tranfgrefs; 
**  but  the  Lord  hath  broken  thy  bands;  and  now 
**  thou  art  become  a  ftrange  vine;"  remember,  it  will 
be  an  heavy  indiftment  againft  thee,  to  be  "good  in 
Mefhech,  but  bafe  inZion;  to  be  then  worft  when  the 
Lord  is  beft. 

Ufe  3.  'Hence  fee  one  reafon  why  the  Lord  purfu- 
eth  many  a  foul  with  inward  terrors  and  outward  for- 

.  rows. 
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rows.  Thofe  that  are  fa  ft  aflcep,  fae<JaBfe  foft  fpeccbcfl 
cannot  awaken  them,  hence  we  lay.oiir  hands  upan 
them,  and  fometinics  knock  them,  becaufe  this  is  thfe 
way  to  awaken  ihem^  and  then  they  hear  5  fo  the 
word  and  Spirit  fpeak  to  a  man;  but  fuch  foft  ftill 
winds  rock  ihem  afleep,  rather  than  awakfert  theis; 
hence  the  Lord  layetTi  his  iron  hands  upbn  a  taiaii, 
and  knocks  by  blows;  and  tiow  when  dflit\ibn  is  up^i 
on  you,  now  you  can  hear;  whena^  the  winds  and 
water  were  ready  to  tear  the  fhlp  in  pi^ces^  now  they 
enquire,  why  were  they  fent  ?  **  And  the  lot  fell  oa 
**  Jonah,'^  who  wias  then  llecping;  it  ia  ^afv  to  awakfeft 
out  of  natural  fleep,  but  very  hard  out  t)f  fpifitual  fc- 
curity  :  all  the  terrors  of  God  on  Jondh  within  And 
without  are  little  enough;  but  at  laJl  he  ceuld  hearj 
and  run  on  his  errand*  Pfal.  xKk*  6^  71  Why  did 
God  hide  his  face  from  David?  **  He  faid,  irt  pro* 
*'  fperity,  he  fliould  not  be  moved:"  this  waa  the  rea- 
fonofit;  the  Lord  fees  you  have  need  df  it  1  feldom 
fhall  one  fee  an  awakening  Chriilian  Without  invi^ard 
temptations  and  terrors,  or  outward  (ortoWs;  O 
confider  then  if  the  Lord  do  meet  with  ihee !  oonfidef 
thy^  owrt  fecurity  thou' haft  been  ia#  or  art  apt  t0 
fall  into!  This  is  the  fin  you  touft  enquire  afttfr  aad 
find  out;  and  do  not  account  it  hafd,  lhoi>gl>  leogi 
though  bilter";  for  never  greater  mvfery  than  for  the 
Lord  to  fay,  Sleep  on;  it  is  one  of  tlie  beavieft  judg- 
ments, for  the  Lord  to  let  a  man  go  orf  iii  tf  fe&ure  con- 
dition withdut  blows;  mark  therefore  «^ntothe  end  of 
thofe  blows,  to  be  thoroughty-^awaken^d  by  them? 
for  fometimes  when  the  Lord  itti^s  them,  it  mati  (if 
they  be  not  very  bitter,  if  he  hatb  any  reft)  lays  tfecni 
not  to  heart,  Ifa.  xlii,  25.  "Fire  burns  about  hifri;" 
and  in  this  country  I  know  not  what  curfe  befelfo 
men;  peace  makes  men  fecuref,  and  foFrdw  maM^ 
men  difcontented,  and  funk,  and  difcouragad,  which 
may  be  for  a  fit  in  a  ftvint;  but  to  continue  fo,  tki^is 
that  Ahab.     O  whenas  thou  fe^left  the  blow,   lodb 

now 
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now  thit  thou  daft  awaken^  and  be  thankful  (oi  lU  that 
you  meet  with  that  you  did  never  reckon  on,  viz-  to 
be  frighted  out  of  fecurity  thereby* 
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Ufe  4.  0/  Exhortation.  1  O  watch  over  one-an« 
other,  by  **  exhorting  one-anothcr  while  it  is  called 
"to-day,**  Heb.  iii.  13.  Let  both  the  watchmen  and 
members  of  churches  do  this;  for  this  is  one  means 
appointed  by  the' Lord  tb  preferve  the  foul  from  fleep- 
ing,  I  Theff.  v*  i*  5,  6.  , "  Exhorting  one-another;'* 
as  it  is  in  cities,  when  the  watcK  is  apt  to  fleep,  they 
have  their  companies  that  are  pafling  up  and  down- 
the  walls  the  greateft  pan  of  the  night,  and  fo  they 
are  kept  walking;  and  we  fhall  find,  that  as  it  is  in  a 
town  where  men  are  all  afleep,  one  bell-man,  one 
walkuig  Gtiriftian  will  keep  life,  and  fpirir,  and  the 
power  of  godlinefs  in  many;  and  when  hefleeps,  all 
ar6  fad.  Nothing  in  the  world  brings  fecurity  foon« 
cr  upon  men  than  fleepy  company:  officers  of  the 
churches  watch  not  over  members,  nor  they  one  o- 
ver  another,  exhorting  and  crying  one  unto  another 
to  their  work  while  it  is  called  to-djiy:  O  then  let  c-^ 
very  man  get  up,  and  fall  to  this  work  of  mutual  ex- 
horting !  go  and  vifit  one*another,  go  and  fpeak  often 
.  to  one-anotber ;  and  if  thou  be  a  child  of  the  lights 
fee  that  thou  endure  not  thy  fellow-fervants  to  fl(iep 
in  the  open  day  in  one  duty  or  another.  Know,  if 
God  ftirs  thee,  thou  wilt  awaken  others,  2  Cor.  v.  10. 
"  We  knowing  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  perfuadq 
*'  men.'' 

2.  Confider  thy    labour  cannot  be  in  vam  here; 
the  beft  metalled  horfe  need  fpurs ;  others  are  afleep. 

You  will  fay,  If  I  knew  fuch  a  fin,  I  would  fpeak;  but 
I  dare  not*     ,, 
Toi.IL  B  '  Anf. 
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Anf.  It  is  the  cafe  of  all  the  virginsVthey  hare  need, 
of  it,  Judc  23.  "  Some  fave  with  fcar»  pulling  them 
**  oat  of  the  fire."    Matth,  iii. 

3.  Confider  this  is  one  part  of  your  warfare,4o  keep 
-your  watch,  whereby  you  «iay  be  made  conquerors; 
you  complain  you  have  raany  (ins  and  -temptatroos 
arifing  and  prevailing:  n^cver  do  they  ufually  prevail, 
but  when  you  are  fccure;  firft  the  watch  is  taken, 
and  then  the  city  is  fuddfcnly  tak^n;  fiO>^  look,  as  Paul, 
2  Tim.  iv.  6,  7.  **  He  hath  finiflwd  his  courfe»  tad 
'•  fought  his  fight,  and  now  expcfts  the  crown  ;'*  how- 
can  you  end  your  days  in  peace,  that. cannot  m  fome 
meafore  find  and  feel  this  ?  The  church  is  the  city  of 
the  living  God,  this  is  taken,  and  every  man  la  it,  un- 
lefs  yon  be  watchful,  r.nd  *'  exhort  one-apojiber  daiJy, 
<*  while  it  is  called  to-day :''  And  that  I  may  not  fpeak 
in  the  clouds. 

4.  Their  fm  will  be  yours. 

Firft,  Labour  to  know,  the  ftatc  of  thy  brethrcir 
whom  thou  art  to  exhort;  what  their  fiecpy  negleds 
be,  and  fins  are ;  it  may  be  thou  hail  known  one  bath 
been  very  humble,  tender,  affcfted  under  ordioancds^ 
made  matiy  fair  fhews  and  proraifes  of  growing,  and 
thriving,  and  fenfibly  complaining  off  his  own  vileoefs^ 
and  now  he  is  in  a  filent  fleep;  doft  thou  know  this^ 
shkI  wilt  not  fpeak  a  word  to  awaken  hinx  for  whon 
Chrift  filed  his  bloocj ;  whoi,  it  may  be^  will  do  thee  as 
good  a  turn,  and  make  many  a  prayer  for  thee  ?  **  Bar- 
**  nabas,  when  he  faw  the  grace  of  God,  exhorted  tficm 
•*  with  foil  purpofeof  heart  to  cleave  unto  him;'*  much 
more  ihoold  you,  when  yon  fee  grace  dying,  ^  Tbeff. 
ill.  II.  Paul  heard  ihat-fomc  were  idle,  them  he  ex- 
horts to  work;  what  good  might  one  do! 

Secondly,  If  you  do  not  know,  enquire  with  a  fpi-^ 
rit  of  much  love,  1k>w   it  is  with  them;  as  David  pf 
his  brethren,  when  they   were  gone  into  die  fields*. 
I  ?ani.  xyii.  16-  do.  you  not  decline,  do  you  not  fttnd 
ftill  ?   bow  have  you  found  your  heart  fincc  laft  fer-' 

ao8y 
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iDcm,  Sabbath,  faft,  affliSlion?  have  you  got  any 
grouod  againft  that  fin  you  complained  of  lail  year  ? 
&c.  Sttppofe  you  cannot  do  this  to  all,  yet  why  m>t 
to  fome?  Suppofe  you  have  no  other  place  than  when 
yoa  meet  them  tn  (he  fields,  do  it  there,  Jude  lo. 
**  BuiM  up  yourfelvei,*'  &c.  Now  here  a  wan  mnft 
know  the  height,  how  high 'they  are  buik  already; 
hour  can  they  lay  their  ftones  elfe?  It  is  one  of  the 
bcivy  curfes  of  God  .upon  the  idle  fhepherd^  •*  He 
^*  (hall  not  vifit  the  hidden,  nor  feek  the  young,''  Zecb. 
xi.  16.    \ 

Thirdly,  If  ifaott  knoweft  nothing  from  them,  then 
rekce  thy  own  condition,  this  is  a  moft  lovely  provo- 
cation, and  exhortation  unto  another  frame;  for  on^ 
great  caufo  that  hanleneth  men  in  their  fecurity,  is 
oecanfe  they  fee  no  focb  living  Chriftianity  in  the 
world :  But  when  they  dOr  now,  (Zech.  viii.)  "  Many 
*'  fhall  take  hold  of  the  Ikirt  of  a  Jew,  for  they  feall 
*'fay,  QodAs  with  yoo;"  Agrippa  was  almoft  per- 
fttaded  and  awakened  when  he  heard  Paul  relate  his 
cofrverfionj  although  there  be  many  impoftors  in  the 
worlA  that  da  fo^  tell  me,  are  all  things  in  peace  with 
you?  the  devil'is  in  you  then?  What,  haft  thou  no 
temptations?  yet  many;  doft  thou  not  cbfcrve  how 
they  prevsil  ?  yesi  doft  thou  never  get  ftrength  againft 
them?  yes;  haft  thou  no  good  days  after  them?^  yes^ 
touch  peace,  life  and  prefence  of  Oo^ :  Hath  the  Lord 
given  thefe  valents  to  thee  to  be  hid  in  a  napkin,  thia 
^eftfore  to  keep  dnd  not  to  fpend  ?  who  knows  but  that, 
the  fpeaking  0i  thefe  thay  awaken  others?  thefe  temp- 
:atiotti,  and  this  condition  is  mtnr;  thefe  fins  I  find  h^ 
nakes  a  great  matter  of  them,  Lord  what  will  becomf^ 
)f  me  that  am  hardened  .under  them?  this  peace  they 
bd^  ray  foul  is  a  ftranger  to  it;  confcience  will  work 
fans:  women  fhould  fpeak  thus  to  women, -and  men 
0  men ;  others  were  provoked  by  the  exan»ple  of  th^ 
ZminthjMis^  tOL  help  others^  fo  there  is  a  provoking 
»wcrh««. 

'        B  i   '  Fourth- 
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Fourthly,  If  this  prevail  not,  fpieak  often  to  them  of 
the  fins  of  others;  in  condemning  others  you  condemn 
them;  and  this  will  make  them, look  about  them;  vicf 
the  fields,  and  Ihew  them  the  tares  that  are  grownup 
V  by  fecuricy;  and  laying  down  thefe  fins,  you  ftrikcat 
the  root  of  theirs:  it  may  be,  you  cannot  tell  certainljr, 
Afts  ii.  40.  The  Lord  made  this  one  means  10 
awaken  Belfliazzar,  Dan.  v.  22.  "  God  turned  tb]f 
father  into  a  beaft,  Sic.  to  live  in  the  woods,  yctthoa 
liumblell  not  thyfcif,"  gcc.  How  many  profeffors  dotk; 
God  deal  fo  withal? 

'  Fifthly,  Enter  into  covenant  and  brotherly  proraife' 
to  exhort  one  another,  as  David  and  Jonathan;  ifany 
hurt  be  toward  David,  Jonathan  will  fpeak  of  it, 
I  Sam.  XX.  Some  may  in  church-fellowlhip  be  mott 
nearly  knit  than  others,  to  call  one-another  to  accouBt; 
to'tell  one-another  their  fears,  to  know  of  one-anothtf 
their  progrefs.  Canft  thon  not  give  an  account  t(> 
man  ?  how  wilt  thou  give  aft  account  to  God  of  it? 
I  am  perfuaded  many  a  man  lies  fmothered  to  death bf 
means  of  this.  Canft  thou  not  get  to  the  light  of » 
candle  ?  O  then  how  canft  thou  appear  before  the  Hgit 
of  the  fun?  k 

Sixthly,  Provoke  one-another  to  frequency  iii  onfrj 
nances,  Heb.  x.  23,  24.  and  therein  confider  onc-iW^i 
tlier  ?  doft  thou  fee  thy  brother  in  doubts  or  compUuB? 
call  him  to  pray  with  thee;  doft  thou  fee  things  go  ill 
in  churches,  and  men  bite  the  bit?  call  to  faftitig^ 
^  prayer,  three  or  four  together  ;  as  Paul,  when  heft^ 
the  Ihip  finking,  then  he  exhorted  them,  Afts  xxvii.^i* 
Efpecially  when  you  fee  danger  near  men's  hcirtsj 
ready  to  be  loft  in  the  world  :  In  tbcfe  times  foppofc 
only  two,  or  three,  or  four,  fhould  go  and  pray  ofle 
half  hour  together,  and  tell  one-another  their  w«^ 
now  help  here;  in  our  times  it  hath  beenfo,  oncliviB? 
Chriftian  helps  others  dying. 

What,  art  thpu  alive  to  God  and  fomilyi  trhfl^ 
thou  ganft  do  but  little  common  good,  and  art  dead  to 
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thy  brother  ?  it  is  made  a  fad  (ign  of  a  man  forfakesl 
of  God,  If  when  be  thinks  he  (hall  fleep  his  lad,  and  be  , 
damsed  himfelf,  yet  he  would  have  others  damned  alfo. 
Tell  rpe,  would  you  have  all  New  England  lie  in  fecu- 
rityas  well  as  yourlelves?  No!  doyou  notdefire  it  when 
you  ufe  not  the  means  that  prevent  it ;  and  that  is,  mu-- 
tual  exhortation;  O  therefore  da  it;  minidcrs  may  preach, 
and  every  man  fleep  llill,  unlefs  fome  awake  a^droufe 
up  the  red  (as  fome  when  others  are  in  bed  and  fad  a- 
fleep)  that  ly  a-drcaming:  Some  there  be,  that  though 
doomlday  were  to  morrow,  they  would  fleep;  O  let 
me  periusCde  fome  one 'or  two  to  tall  to  tliis  work,  led 
your  fecurity  prove  your  undoing;  fpeak  oft  one  to  a- 
nothcr,  forfake  not  your  afferabling,  vifit  one-another, 
pray  one  for  another,  warning  one-ariother,  that  you 
may  awake  with  tHc  Lord  one  hoilr. 

SECT.    VIL  ^ 

Vfe  5»  jlJEJT  every  man  not  only  exhort  his  bro- 
ther, but  fear  this  himfelf;  you  have  a  race  to  run, 
wany  enemies  to  conquer,  fleep  not  led  you  fall  ftiort, 
fleep  not  led  you  be  taken  capuve:'  led  in  exhorting 
others,  yourfelves  prove  reprobates :  I  will  not  tell  you 
,  whatl  tear,  but,  Luke  xxi.  •**  Take  heed  led  your  hearts 
be  overcome;''  be  not  drunk  with  fome  delight,  be  not 
filled  with  vain  cares;  hence  prevent  it,  as  Noah, 
:*^  moved  with  fear,  n^ade  an  ark."- 

Fird,  Set  a  high  price  upon  thofe  awakenings  and 
■revivings  of  heart  that  God  fometimes  giveth  you;  I 
am  fure  you  find  thefc  fometimes,  A  man  that  hath 
nothing  to  lofe,  will  fleep  with  his  doors  open  in  the 
»ight;  when  a  man  hath  a  treafure,  he  will  l)e  watch- 
ful to  keep  it;  all  fecurity  comes  from  an  lindervalu- 
V^g  of  the  Spirit  of  grace,  and  its  prefence  among  us, 
Brov.  iv.  13.  •^  Keep  her,  for  it  is  thy  life:"  and  when  i^ 
is  lod,  what  are  you  but  dead  ?  - 

Secondly,  Cohfider  thy  continual  danger;  if  ene- 
^iea  be  at  the  gates,  all  the  town  is  watching;  one 
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would  QO^  thlh^  the  depth  of  fecurity  tb»t  19  in  t  can*  ! 
Itk  heart,  Pfal.  xxx.  6.  <'  I  f^id)  I  ihouU  never  be  [ 
"  moved;'*,  he  had  good  day$  and  a  thankful  hciH;  ; 
then  God  did  hide  his  face :  A  man  would  think Samp>  I 
^n  iliould  awake  when  the  Philiitines  are  upon  hii;  j 
but  here  devils  be  upon  thee*  i  Pet.  v.  io«  If  all  be  | 
wellnoWf  yet  remember  evil  day$;  would  yoa  kosi  1 
when?  even  when  men  fay  peace. 
^  Thirdly,  Know  the  work  you  have  to  do^  and  mtk  \ 
U  your  main  bufinefs ;  when  men  have  weighty  but 
nefs  of  the  world  in  hand,  they  cannot  ileep  in  thdr  i 
beds;  and  as  the  wicked^  Prov.  iy.  i6.  '*  Thcyfleq^ ; 
*'  not  witliout  doing  mifchief;"  and  fo  it  is  their  maa  ; 
work. 

Fourthly,  Call  thyfelf  to  account  daily,  let  not  if , 
foul  long  go  on  without  reflcfting,  What  do  I  ^i  I 
Harts  and  hawks  kept  frgm  fleep  lofe  tiieir  wildaeJs, 
but  they  mud  be  cpnlUntly  tended  and  kept  watchiag:  | 
So  confider  the  account  you  mull  give  ;o  God,  i  Cor. ; 
Y.  9*  with  XI.  Hence,. Hag.  i.  5.  fms  were  opoi^tbea, 
apd  they  repented  not ;  miferics,  and  tho(f  were  ni 
removed;  becaufe  they  confidered  not  their  ways,  ct 
pecially  before  the  great  tribunal  of  God.    I  am^per* 
luaded  the  rSafon  why  men  walk  in  their  fleep,  aadp 
dreaming  up  and  down-the  world,  is  this,  they  coofiif 
not,  nor  refiefting  upon  therafelv^a  to  any  parpofe; 
what  do  I  ?  whether  go  I  ?  no  fei mona  awakca,  yoi 
confider  not  of  them. 


CHAR  IL    SECT-   L 

Cdrmal  Secvriiy  comes  iy  Degrees* 

^HAT  carnal  fecurity  Calls  upon  the  hearts  of  |B 
men  by  degrees  ;  for  aU  the  virgins  here  &* 
flumbered  before  they  fleeped,  they  firll  fall  a-wioN 

a^d  nodding  (aj  the  word  fignifics)  &of t  iJecps,  ^ 

.     ^  ^         tbtf 
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then  ftartle,  and  awake  again,  before  they  fall  afleep 
for  a  longer  time:  a  Ghriitiao  is  a flumberiag ChrilHaa 
before  he  is  a  fle^ping  GhriiHan. 

The  truth  of  this  may  be  fecn  not  only  in  thefc  vir-» 
gins,  but  alfo  in  other  examples  of  fccurity  in  the 
fcripture;  as  the  old  world,  Gen.  vi.  2.  *«  They  favir 
"  the  daughters  of  men,"  they  let  their  eyes  wander, 
and  their  hearts  lull. 

2.  l^en  '*  they  took  them  wives"  for  to  folace 
tlieir  hearts  in,  to  pleafe  themfelvcs  oiily,  and  not  the 
Lord;  **  ihey  ate,  drank,  gave  in  marriage;"  they 
came  not  to  that  height  of  wickednefs,  to  commit  aduK 
tery,  or  to  live  in  whoredom. 

3.  Then  they  became  flelhly  and  fenfual;  fplritual 
things  are  out  of  tafte  and  rclilh  with  themJ 

4.  Noahprcacheth,  and  they  flight  him;  he  condemns 
them,  and  they  regard  liim  not. 

^  5.  Then-God  feia  a  time;  no  ftronger. means  to  a- 
wskcn  than  this,  and  yet  they  go  on;  and  now  they 
come  to  their  height. 

Secondly,  The  Ifraelites,  Qeut.  viii.  12.  i.  <«  They 
"'ate  and  grew  full;"  here  is  the  firlf  fpiritual  fulnefs, 

2.  **  Bicffing  themfelves,"  in  their  eftates,  l^erda,  flocks. 

3.  **  Then  proud  in  heart,"  verfc  i^.  4.  Then  *'  they 
"  forgat  the  Lord,"  and  all  that  ever  he  did  for  them, 
verfe  14.  5.  Then  men  afcribc  all  which  they  have 
to  themfelves  and  creatures,  verfe  17.  though  only  in 
their  heart.     6.  Then  "  cleave  to  other  gods,"  verfe 

^19.  and  here  lye  lb  fall  afleep,  till  "plagues  come 
"  down  upon  them." 

**  Solomon  faw  the  fluggard's  garden  over-grown;" 
now  as  it  is  in  the  fields,  the  weeds  do  not  over-grow 
all  the  ground  in  one  day,  but  they  are  a  long  time 
of  growing,  but  by  degrees  they  over-grow  all;  that 
iMfhen  he  awakes  (all  is  over-grown)  he  knows  not 
whefe  to  begin ;  fo  it  is  here. 

•  **  Be  fober,  be  vigilant ;"  fecurity  is  a  kind  of  fpiri- 
taal  drunkennefs;  a  mat)  is  not  for  that  time  bis  own 
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jnan>  not  a  fobet  man;  now  this  is  by  frequent  and 
often  fipping;  a  man  he  is  half  gone  firft,  and  then  be 
is  wholly  gone;  he  hath  not  prefently  drunk  cut  all  his 
fcnfes,  not  dead  drunk;  fo  it  is  here. 

^S  E  C  T.      II.         . 

JReafon,  t.  iN  regard  of  the  quicknefs  and  power  of 
the  life  of  confcicnce ;  whether  it  be  a  natural  confciencc 
awakened,  or  a  fpiritual  confcience  awakened;  it  is 
with  confcience,  as  it  is  with  a  prifoner  in  a  houfe; 
though  all  ia  the  houfe  fleep,  yet  he  is  bound,  he  can-  i 
not,  and  hence  he  is  fpeaking,  and  will  awakea  the  ' 
houfe;  fo  confcience  hath  known,  thefe  fins  I  bavc 
watched  againft,  'and  been  humbled  for,  thefe  duties  I 
have  done,  but  now,  now  faith  confcience,  you  nc- 
glefit  them,  now  you  are  worfc,,now  fallen;  now  a 
man  ftartles,  efpecially  when  one  ftands  at  the  door, 
and  calls  to. confcience  it  will  awaken;  fo  when  there 
is  a  word  to  call,  confcience  will  be  crying  ever  and 
-finon  within,  efpecially  when  any  hope  or  leifurc  to 
fpeak  with  any  as  they  pafs  by;  fo*  it  will  take  men 
fometimes  in  their  fields,  and  talk  with  them,  and  chide 
them;  fecurity  grews  up  eafily,  but  the  awakening 
light  of  confcience  cannot  be  foon  done  out  in  any  man, 
hence  fometimes  a  man  fleeps,  and  then  awakens  again; 
hence,  Rom.  ii.  15.  though' they  had  many  fins,  yet  it 
would  accufe  and  excufe;  as  thofe  that'  come  out  of 
their  own  country  to  dwell  in  another,  or  from  a  great 
eftatc  to  a  mean  condition,  they  cannot  tafily  forget 
their  friends  and  relations,  but  in  time  it  wears  away, 
Prov.  XX.  27^  confcicnce  is  God's  candle,  itwillfliine, 
and  is  not  eafily  put  out. 

jReafon  2.  Becaufe  the  Lord  doth  never  depart  from 
men  but  by  degrees,  and  hence  fecurity  falls  upon  men 
by  degrees;  when  God  is  near  unto  men,  tlien  ufually 
they  be  awakened,  as  the  Ifraelites  before  the  Mount, 
Now  the  Lord,  to  ihew  the  richea  of  his  patience  and 

long- 
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Jodg-fuffering,  he  will  not  depart  faddeoly«  aad  leave 
the  foul  in  a  dead  and  fluggifli  eflate.  And  hence  the 
pherubim^s  glory,  Ezek.  ix.  lo,  ii.  departed  by  de- 
grees, Ifa.  xxix.  lo.  with  13.  God  doth  not  lb  deal, 
as  prefently  loxlofe  the  r. eyes  quite  up,  but  they  are 
awakened  to  draw  nigh  to  God  with  their  lips,  which 
is  of  God,  and  then  the  Lord  clofeth  up  their  eyes ;  ne- 
ver can  a  mai^  be  call  into  a  deep  fleep,  till  the  Lord 
faith.  Sleep  on ;  or  till  God  clofe  bis  eyes:  and  that  he 
doth  ^ot  prefently ;  as  to  the  difciples,  he  comes  a  fe- 
cond  and  third  time. 

Reojon  3.  Becaufe  this  is  the  mod  ready  way  and[ 
method  for  fm  and  Satan  to  bring  the  foul  ipto  a  deep 
ilcep;  nay,  to  make  them  give  themfclvestoflcep,  which 

i  is  that  he  aims  at;  look  as  it  is  with  tbofe  that  fell  things, 
their  fcope  is  not  to  put  oiF their  commodities,  but  to  put 

i  them  off  fo  as  they  may  have  money  or  money's-worth 
ibr  tliem ;  fo  it  is  here,  the  fcope  of  Satan  is  not  only  to 
bring  men  into  fecurity,  to  give  them  eafe  and  peace, 
Luke  xi.  21.  but  to  have  his  money,  that  the  foul  may 
givejtfelf  to  it:  now  asvit  is  in  buying  of  fruits,  fugars» 
wines  or  llrong  waters,  they  will  not  buy  all  prefently, 
nor  buy  before  they  fee  and  taftc,  they  know  not  whether 

^  it  is  good  or  not,  or  whether  they  ihall  need  itatallornot; 
Jo  here,  to  lie  in  fuch  a  focure  condition,  as  to  negleft 

'  all  means,  to  be  hardened  after  all  fms,  this  Satan  will 
not  offer,  nor  will  men  buy,  or  give  therafelves  to  this, 
they  know  not  whether  this  be  good  or  not,  lefs  will 

,lerve  them;  and  hence  tafte  ,firll  a  little  flumber  and 
fleep,  and  fo  call  for  a  little  and  a  little  more,  until  a 
man  15  a  beggar,  Prov.  vi.  10.  as  at  firil  in  Paradife; 
iirll  look,  then  tafte,  then  eat,  fo  here. 

.    SECT.     III. 

JL/O  not  think  you  are  out  of  a  ftate,  of  carnal  fecuri- 
ty, becaufe  you  have  many  times  forac  quickenings  and 
revi\ings  of  heart,  bfcaufe  they  n:ay  be  only  awaken- 
ings 
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ings  between  thy  flarobers,  which  lil^e  flafcc«  fuddcblj 
come  and  luddcnly  go  again,  which  makes  thee  ftartlc, 
and  rub  thy  cyes^and  ftirupthyfcif,  but  down  you&fl 
*igain;  wherever  life  is  in  a  Chriftian,  it  is  everaftiag 
for  fpiritual  ends;  a  man  will  awaken  firft  with  God  in 
the  morning,  and  go  firlt  to  him  in  prayer  (cxtraonfi- 
uary  occafions  not  preventing)  and  he  will  go  from  bis 
prayer  to  his  work,  not  as  doing  his  own  work,  but  as 
doing  the  Lord's  work,  howing,  plowing,  fowing  for 
bim,  Sec.  Now  when  the  life  of  thrift  doth  not  ad  in 
men,  and  aft  nien,  it  is  either  becaufe  there  is  no  life 
at  all,  but  only  the  awakening  of  confcience  which  foon 
dieth,  or  elfe  that  living  Cfiriftians  flumbercth  at  Icaft  < 
then;  flumber  is  upon  thee,  though  fleep  is  not; 
make  it  out  elfe  any  other  way. 

ObjeSi.    If  fo   (you   will   fay),  who   is   not  then 
keeping? 

•  Anf.  Take  Lot,  whilft  vexed  with  the  Sodomites, 
he  awakens ;  take  Paul,  while  toffed  up  and  down  in 
difgraccs  and  reproaches,  his  inward  man  is  renewed 
day  by  day,  though  the  outward  man  die.  The  faints 
have  fonie  kind  of  fleeps  when  they  are  at  their  beft ; 
but  thefe  are  fick  fleeps  ;  but  thine  are  fweet  fleeps  to 
thee.  1  know  Chrift  may  fay  to  hisdifciples,  '  Watch 
•  and  pray;*  temptation  thayiie  near,  but  their  eyes  may 
.  be  heavy ;  their  fpirit  may  be  willing,  the  ftefh  weak; 
and  that  it  is  infinite  mercy  the  Lord  will  awaken  them, 
a  firll  and  fecond  time  it  may  be  by  Sabbath  awaken- 
ings,  kc.  Many  cannot  tell  what  to  make  of  them- 
felves,  becaufe  of  their  <lrowfinefs  and  gofpel-flumbcr : 
methtnks  this  may  break  thy  heart,  cannot  you  awa* 
ken  one  hour?  know  therefore  your  fin;  it  is  a  bard 
thing  to  be  fully  awakened,  to  have  all  heavinefs  to 
fleep  taken  away;  the  Lbrd  hath  taken  you  here 
alone  to  himfelf,  you- do  by  fits  watch  and  pray,  but  at 
is  only  as  men  afleep,  not  awake  :  The  Son  of  man 
is  betrayed,  Chrill,  and  the  gofpel,  and  ordinances ; 
$nd  can  you  find  in  your  heart  now  to  fleep. 
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Ufe  2.   O  therefore  Ihake  off  your  flombers  and 
ihoft  flceps,  left  you  fall  to  flcep  j  and  for  fleeping,* 
be  awakened  by  forae  dreadful  blow;  look  upqa  thofe. 
men,  ifa.  xxix.  lo.    *^  Gk)d  bath  clofed  their  eyes  ;^' 
that  is  a  fearful  thing ;   look  upon  many  profefTors, 
all  their  favour  and  heart,  and  life  is  almoft  gone,  and 
they  know  not  that  they  are  afleep,  nor  all  means  can- 
not awaken  them»  or  unfeal  their  minds  again  ;  Gfid 
kilows-faow  far  you  may  fall,  if  you  give  way  to  a  lit- 
tle;  ^efpecially  if  God  takes  away  hia  n^inillers  from 
yoQ,  suad  that  the  elders  that  have  known  the  works 
of  God»  be  gs^tbered  to  their  fathers  ;  efpecially  if  vpu 
^  koow  it,  and  yet  go  on  in  your  flumbers;  if  you  will 
not  awaken  when  God  cries  and  calls ;  you  Ihall  flum- 
ber.  and  ileep;    like  the  fmith^s  dog,  the  harder  hia 
mailer  ilrikes,  the  fafter  the  dog  fl.-eps,  being  ufed  to  it. 
I  knew  8  man  of  great  eftate,  often  quickened  by  the 
word ;  but  he  loft  all  heat  and  li£s  again,  and  he  prayed, 
aad  defired  the  Lord  to  keep  him,  and  yet  he  decayed, 
but  he  could  not  tell  the  reafon  thereof;  at  laft  the 
word  began  to  grow  common,  and  he  fleeped  there  alfo; 
confcience  told  him  there  was  fome  evil  toward  him, 
which  be  feared,  yet  ftill  ileeped,  and  continued  fo» 
notwithftanding  his  fears  would  thus  awaken  him  often; 
at  laft  an  ai&idion  came<  he  regarded  not  that,  but  was 
inpatient  and  froward  junder  it,  till  at  laft  all  was  gone, 
and  then  he  looked  about  him  :   when  his  houfe  was 
horned,  he.  was  afleep ;    he  prayed,  but  loft  all  by 
^cpi«gt   when  he  fhould  have  watched ;  (&  fecurity 
grew  upon  him  ;  and  hence  no  wonder  though  mifery 
tuet  him  :     O  take   heed   therefore  of  giving*  way, 
liberty,  or  toleration  to, a  flceping  profeffion,  and  your 
flumbering  religion :    as  .men  will  not  tolerate  cere- 
monies, becaufe  they  are  the  fruitful  feed  of  the  body 
of  Popery,  to  here,  &c» 

SECT. 
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SECT.    IV. 

^ueft.  VV  H AT  are  the  firft  degrees  of  this  fplritad 
fluiuber  ?. 

Anf,  I.  When  men  have  loft  the  fatisfying  faife 
of  the  bleffed  face  and  love  of  God ;  when  hypocrto 
have  loll  the  imaginary  fight  of  it,  and  faiais  the  real 
enjoyment  of  it,  Pfalha  xvii.  ult.  "  I  (hall  be  fatisficd, 
*'  when  I  awake,  with  thine  image  :*'  Sleep  firft  &e« 
itfelf  in  clofmg  up  of  a  man's  eyes,  that  he  feeth  hoc 
any  thing  about  him  ;  hence  fomething  elfc  corneals, 
and  mult  do  it,  when  you  feed  not  daily  upon  ik 
Lord's  love;  and  when  that  then  vain  cares  wi 
thoughts  (Luke  xxi.  34.)  overcome  a  man,  and  dica 
groweth  a  very  worldling,  as  if  he  had  hope  of  vo 
ofher  portion  ;  hence  no  mind  after  fpiritual  good 
things ;  hence  he  fleeps  at  fermons,  hence  he  6J1» 
out  into  a  paffion,  and  difcontent  with  his  prefent  coa- 
dition,  nay,  with  ev^ry  other  thing,  when  any  cro6 
comes :  becaufe  ihefc  things  are  fwcet  to  you,  atid 
God  is  not,  when  difcontented :  the  Lord  keep  ©f 
ioul  from  CDtcring  into  thy  fecrets  !  O  confidcr  it,  if 
you  have  had  the  fenfe  of  the  Lord's  love  in  facfM 
ifients !  and  fome  new  doubts  arife,  and  you  a;e  ^ 
fatisfied  with  it ;  now  look  10  yourfelvcs  :  it  is  its- 
poOlble  a  Chriftian  iliould  do  any  work  without  re& 
Now  as  bodily  feeding  caufeth  reft,  fo  doth  fpirituil 
feedipg,  fpiritual  reft  ;  fged  and  reft  here,  and  it  will 
make  you  fall  to  your  work  5  feed  not  here,  reft  oot 
here,  and  you  will  in  fpmcthing  elfe;  and  carnal  reft 
will  bring  carnal  negled. 

.  2.  When  men  have  loft  all  fear  of  the  wrath  to 
come,  and  .the  terror  of  God  another  day  ;  not  always 
a  fear  that  I  fhall  bear,  but  a  dreadful  apprehcniiott 
what  it  is.  Many  ChriftianS  lofe  the  fenfe  of  Cod'5 
love,  yet  the  Lord  keeps  them  in  the  fenfe  of  his  angcr» 
and  fo  they  are  awake ;  but  when  both  are  gone,  or 
thip  is  gone,  then  there  is,  and  cannot  but  be,  the  M 

fccuriy* 
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fecurlty.  For  atf  it  is  with  children,  when  their  eyes 
are  open  to  fee  and  confider  the  things  of  the  world, 
now  th^y  ape  began  to  be  awakened ;  I  never  look, 
upon  a  Chrillian  fully  awakened  till  now,  that  the 
'Lord  lets  him' fee  the  things  of  another  world;  and 
when  this  is  loft,  he  begins  to  fleep,  2  Cor.  v.  9..  ir, 
a  Pet.  iii.  II,  12.  Some  fecurelings  thought  all  things 
were  paft  ;  **  No,  faith  he,  there  is  a  time  a-coniing 
**  when  all  things  fhall  be  diffolved  ;  what  manner  erf 
•*  perfons  then  fliould  we  be  !'*  Hence  this  being  loft, 
men  fear  not  fin,  men  prize  not  mercy,  men"  wonder 
not  if  ever  they  efcape ;  hence  men  live  and  hang 
between  doubt  and  fear,  never  make  fure,  becaufc 
they  know  not  what  Gtod's  wrath  is :  Nay,  laftly, 
hence  nothing  awakens  them,  that  though  they  know 
their  mifery,  yet  they  will  go  on  (the  higheft  degree 
of  fpiritual  fecurity)  O  then  keep  thefe  thoughts  awake! 
what  it  is  to  be  forfaken  of  God !  what  it  is  to  grapple 
ivith  htm  !  - 

3.  When  men  have  loft  their  forefigHt,  and  hence 
pfovide  not  againft  an  evil  day;  when  Ghriftians  keep 
their  prbfeffion,  and  go  on  fweetly  in  their  courfe,  but  * 
to  lay  up  for  after-claps,  that  they  do  not,    when 
Ghriftians  like  gralhoppers  fing  all  the  fiimmer ;   but 
what  have  they  to  live  upon  in  the  winter^.time  ?  the 
?nt  can  learn  them  that,  Prov.  vu  6.    '*  Go  to  the 
"  ant  thou  fliiggard,  that  provideth  her  meat  in  tjie 
"  fummer;"  the  ant  by  afecrct  inftinft  (though  fim- 
»  pie  and  little)  confidereth  there  will  be  a  winter,*  and 
thatfummer  is  her  gathering-time ;  fo  a  Ghriftian,  if 
awakened  (though  fimple  and  little)  will  be  taught  to 
<lo  fomething  which  may   fcrve  hirn^  not  onlyinow; 
btit  hereafter  alfo  :  when  men  in  times  of  peace  and 
enjoyment  of  ordinances  never  fear,  much  lefs  pro- 
vide for  that  time,  that  all  thefe  treafures  fhall  bb 
taken  away  and  carried  to  the  king  of  Babel,  Ifa.  xxxix. 
when  men  in  their  life-time  think  not  of  fctting  the  ^ 
noufe  and  heart  in  order  before  the  evil  day,  when 
toen  are  not  that  now  which  they  would  wifh  them- 

felves 
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febret  to  be  another  day^  when  men  I«y  not  op  tret- 
fures  of  tears  and  prayers  in  heaven,  nor  are  profi- 
cient for  eternity t  nor -think  this  will  be  my  peace^  nay 
my  glory  another  day»  ^ough  I  loCs  now ;  men  will 
lay  up  ireafures  on-earth,  and  provide  for  tbemfidves 
and  tnetrs ;  hence  their  hearts  are  loft  here,  and  lay 
in  nothiog  fpiritual  for  the  future,  Prov.  x.  5.  he  that 
gathereth  in  harveft  doth  right  (but  a  fluggard  will  no^ 
his  heart  and  mind  is  taken?  up  to  provide  this  and  that 
for  future ;  and  hence  it  is  that  the  Chfiftian  is  full  of 
forrow  und  tears  in  times  of  peace ;  but  when  the  day 
of  trouble  cotnes^  he  can  lift  up  his  head  (now  re^ 
demption  draws  nigh)  when  another  id  uroea  of 
trouble  hath  moft  terrors,  bocanfe  the  one  was  not 
laying  np  againR  another  day,  as  the  other  did. ' 

4»  When  men  go  to  pray  witbottt  receiving  any  aa>- 
fwer,  now  a  man  begins  to  flumbef^Prov*  tliiu  4.  men 
that  are  &ft  afleep  fpcafo  not  at  all,  but  when  awake 
a  little  they  Tpeak  a  little,'  and  then  fleep,  and  then 
awadce,  and  fleep  again ;  To  men  pray  and  Qsep  again; 
it  is  a  deep  flumber  alfo  when  men  fiiall  beg'  for  bread 
and  money,  and  then  fall  afleep  conftantly,  and  (o  lie 
downfatisfied ;  O  take  heed  of  tbb  !  Hence  comes, 

Firft,  Snarling  at  God; 

Secondly,  Heartleifnefs  to  the  duty. 

Thirdly,  Formality  in  it* 

Fourthly,  Prophanenefe  of  courfe  at  hS. 

5.  When  men  do  gain  (bmetbing  from  the  Lord  !« 
the  ufe  of  means,  but  now  ftand  ftill,  they  go  no  fur- 
ther;  they  lofe  not  what  they  had,  but  they  gain  no 
more;  they  grorr  not,  Matth*  xxv.  26.  ^•^  Thou 
**  evil  and  flothfol  fcrvant  ;^\  thatliid  his  talent,  and 
did  ^t  employ  it ;  and  here  is  ufually  the  beginaing 
of  a  man's  &1I,  when  (like  one  in  a  joromey)  be  goes 
,  not  forward  or  backward,  bnt  Hands  ftill,  and  fo  falls^ 
Prov.  xviii.  9. 

6.  When 
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6.  When  men  do  duties  that  are  cafy,  bat  when 
ftnj  difficulty  is  in  chem,  new  they  fait  down  afleept 
Prov.  xx:  4.  12.  27.  and  hence  beg  .the  fweet  and 
gain  of  Qirifttanity  ;  it  is  fown  in  difficult  dotiet; 
when  the  foul  denies  iifelf  mod :  bat  when. men,,  not 
breaking  through  the  diflicuUy,  find  not  the  fveet  of 
it.  Oh !  nrhai  a  tattered  prohSum  13  there  now,  that 
men  come  10  be  the  lliame  ot  ChrilU  not  hia  glory  I 
It  is  eafy  to  pray,  and  outwardly  to  faft»  hut  yet  to  faavo 
a  irbole  bean  in  the  work,  ia  hard :  it  is  eafy  to  cleave 
to  the  Lord  u^hen  quickened ;  but  when  God  forfakea 
you,  now  njore  than  ever,  10  cleave  to  htm,  is  difficult. 

7.  When  men  fear  tjot  the  danger  of  littlefmat 
they  arc  not  afleep,  yet  fo  as  not  to  fear  great  fins ; 
but  in  a  flumber :  and  hence  however  they  fear  not 
lefler  fins,  hence  come,  to  commit  them, 'hence  alfo 
to  be'  hardened  under  them  :  Many  ^ioraplain  of  hard 
hearts,  but  coafider,  is  not  this  the  reafott  o£  it  ?  you 
fear  not  finful  thoughts,  nor  carelefihefs  in  your  Chrif- 
tian  courfc ;  your  fiumber  is  not  upbn  you,  .thy  cOn- 
iclfnceflartfes  at  iv^horedom, but  not  at  a,w?inton  word; 
or  pbying  upon  the  Sabbath,  but  unpreparednefs.  for  it^ 
that  is.nothiog;  fin  in  a  manner  with  thee;  the  reaibix  i$|' 
becaufe  fpiritual  ftamber  rs  upon  thee. 

8.  When  men  are  deceived  and  deluded  hy  appear- 
ances, or  colonrs,  as  the  Ifraeiites,  when  the  Gibeomtc» 
came  to  them  ;  confident  of  themfelves,  but  deceived^ 
as  the  men  of  Ai,  J^y  (Iratap^enis:  if  ever  your  fouls  be 
hatU  it  will  be  by  appearances;  if  ever  this  country 
receive  a  blow,  it  will  be  by  appearances ;  error  will 
creep  in  by  appearances ;  the  mod  vile  wickedneia 
hath  been  found  to  be  hatched  under  faired  colours  ; 
If  ever  any  fliall  come  ^under  ah  appearance  of  piety, 
and  pronaife  of  protection,' fafety,  liberty,  only  your 
government  mod  *  be  a  little  altered  ;  iOlumbcr  here, 
and  you'fliaU  fleep  in  yotir  enemy's  arms;  grace,  and 
the  love  of  Chrift  and  the  Spirit  (the  fisixeft  colours 
under  the  fun)  ouy  ba  pretended ;  bal  if  yoBTfluiIl  re* 

ceiv^ 
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ceivc  under  this  appearfence,  that  God  Mrittieffetb  Vis 
love,  firft,  by  an  abfolute  promife,  where  neitner  ffracc 
nor  life  is  feen ;  take  Iieed  there ;  for  under  this  ap- 
pearance you  may  as  well  bring  in  immediate  revela- 
tions, and  from  thence  come  to  forfafce  the.fcripturcs: 
^  and  then  no  wonder  if  men  fall  to  deny  all  foundati- 
ons in  Chriftianity,  and  fcripture  alfo:  take  heed  of 
mere  appearances  of  repentance  in  cvil-metilbcrs,  be 
not  deceived  there :  never  waa  the  world  more  fall  of 
.  craft ;  be  not  laid  afleep  with  appearances  of  truth: 
thns  you  fei  the  point  opened.  Stop  fecurity  whea 
it  is  rifen  to  your  ankles,  left  ,yoa  be  drowned  iaHi 
and  perifh  in  it  afterward. 


CHAP.    III.      SECT.    I. 
Security  the  laft  Sin  of  good  and  bad, 

Okf*  3-  TT'HAT  carnal  fecurity  is  fometifnes  the 
•*-    lall  fm  which  doth  furprife  and  over- 
come the  heart  of  good  and  bad,  wife  and  foolift  i*  i 
virgin-churches.  ; 

That  as  it  is  faid,  •*  That  the  laft  enemy  that  fliill ' 
•^  be  deftroyed  is  death  ;"  fo  this  death,  like  fieepiog. 
is  one  of  the  laft  enemies  that  furprifeth  the  fouls  of 
the  wife,  but  Chrift  doth  deftroy  it ;  and  of  the  fool- 
i(h,  but  it  deftroyeth  them  :  thus  it  was  here  with  tSw 
virgins  ;  what  was  their  fin,  that  was  ready  with  ihcif 
lamps  burning,  waiting  for  the  bridegroom  ?  you  fee 
the  wife  polluted  with  no  fin,  till  they  fell  down  bt 
fecurity  (the  foolifli  were'  wanting  to  get  oil  in  their 
vcffels  before)  but  thts  they  fell  hft  into :  what  itiit> 
the  open  prophanenefs,  or  omer  foul  corruptions  J 
No,  but  **  they  all  flumbered  and  flept;"  and  vc 
read  of  no  fm  till  after  the  bridegroom  came;  many 
fins  indeed  there  be»  which,  like  branches,  bud  ftota 
the  root,  but  this  is  the  main  :  and  therefore  Jook  tip' 
on  the  next  parable,  you  ihall  fee  this  again  confirisedt 

to 


to?  flie^V.the  Certainty  of  this  point:  the  fer^am  that  hid 
his  talent,  ver.  26.  is  called  '*  an  evil  fervant;"  why, 
what  evil  did  he  ?  he  did  not  lavifh  it  (as  the  prodigal) 
upon  others,  nor  lofe  it,  but  he  did  not  ufe  it,  fluggifh- 
ncfs  was  his  fin ;  hence,  faith  Chriftj  •'  Thou  evil  and' 
"  llothfui  fervant.'*  And  hence  the  thorny  ground 
flourilhed  and  grew,  and  fufieredj  all  perfecntiona--^ 
could  not  cOnfume  them  ;  what  was  their  fin  ?  Mark 
iv.  12.  compared  with  Luke  xxi.  3^4*  it  was  the  cares 
of  the  world ;.  they  began  to  dream  (ftrange  fancies 
came  before  neeping)  and  the  pillow  of  their  fecurity 
was  fame  worldly  content :  and  this  is  the  feafon  why 
Chrtft  and  the  apoHles  are  alfo  exceeding  prefling  to 
watchfulnefs,  becaufe  this  is  the  fin  that  faints  are 
ready  to  fall  into  after  they  have  feen  Ghrift^s  loye 
ai^d  care;  and  becaufe  this  is' the  fin  the  wicked  will 
fall  into,  and  their  laft  fin  ;  it  will  be  juft  preceding 
their  laft  plague  ;  and  hence  the  apoftle  exhorts, 
",0  fleep  not  you,"  &.c.  i  Thef.  v.  i,  2.  5^  6* 


SECT.    IL 

VyE  mud  know  that  the  Lord  in  fubduing  a  finner 
to  the  obedience  of  himfelf,  It  is  with  him,  as  with  an 
enemy  in  a  city,  there  are  many  flrong  holds  of  fin, 
to  which  he  retires  and  refills,  2  Cor.  x«  4,  5.  and 
when  one  is  down  he*  flieth  for  ihelter  into  another, 
and  maintains  that  as  long,  as  he  can  ;  .  fo  it  is  with 
men  :  or  as  it  is  with  divers  fruits,  they  have  their 
feveral  fcafons  of  growing,  'and  then  of  withering  j  fo 
it  is  here ;  according  to  feveral  feafons  of  a  man^s  life, 
foare  his  lulls  growing  and  decaying;  there  are  the 
firft  and  the  laft,  ripe  fruits, 

Firft,  Take  a  man  that  is  born  and  bred  up  to 
foffle  years,  man  is  a  fociable  creature,  and  it  is  a  mi* 
fcry  to  live  and  be  alone ;  hence  the  firft  evil  be  ufu« 

Vol.  II.  C  ally 
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ally  chufeth  ts  evil  and  loofe  company ;  his  lulls  arc 
grown  up  to  fome  years,  and  now  he  defireth  a  match 
ifor  them,  and  firll  he  chufeth  a  companion  ;  and  Sataa 
hath  a  mighty  hand  in  this ;  hecaufe  as  the  Lord  whea 
he  firft  fends  to  do  his  work,  he  fends  two  by  two 
to  animate  and  ftrentrthen  one-another  in  the  work; 
fo  Siitan  doth  firft  join  hand  in  hand  together,  that 
men  mi;!;ht  crnipt  one-another,  and  harden  onc- 
another  \\\  wickeJnefs  ;  this,  I  fay,  is  the  firil  ufually; 
hence,  Eph.  ii.  2.  and  Prov.  ii.  12.  Wifdom  firft 
keeps  from  the  evil  man;  and  this  fin  is,  for  a  time, 
the  dcareft  fin,  for  here  he  meets  with  fome  paftimcs, 
mirth,  and  fo  much  love  for  them,  that  he  loves 
this  lad  more  th;^n  aH  the  friends  he  hath  (though  they 
diffniide  him:)  more  than  all  the  Sabbaths  of  God, 
and  hence  he  prophancs  them ;  ♦  more  than  Chrilt 
himfelf,  and  hence  when  he  hath  many  times  purpofes 
of  turninp;  to  God,  his  company  with-holds  him. 

Secondly,  Continuing:  Jong  in  this  fin,  at  laft  he 
comes  to  fall  into  the  fin  of  lull,  and  from  men  he 
looks  to  women,  and  this  is  as  dear  to  him  as  his  right 
eye  ;  it  may  be  Gxl  keeps  him  from  the  aft  of  whore- 
dom, but  wanton  looks,  lafcivious  thoughts,  fpecula- 
tive  uncleannefs,  felf- pollution  (which  he  commits 
whert  the  candles  are  out,  and  none  bat  God  fees)  and 
yet  God  fpares  him  ;  and  this  follows  him  to  the 
church,  t^)^the  flrcets ;  whilll  he  is  awake,  nay, 
when  afleep,  and  thinks  it  is  no  fin  for  a  time,  or  if 
he  doth,  O  the  horror  that  he  hath  foraetimes  f)ritJ 
This  is  the  fecond  :  Hence,  Prov..  ii,  16.  lirft  wifdom 
k^ep?  from  the  evil  man,  next  from  evil  women. 

Thirdly,  It  may  be  a  ,man  marrieth,  and  then  this 
is  fin  out  of  feafon  ;  now  therefore  another  comes  in 
its  place,  and  that  is,  immoderate  love  of,  and  drop- 
fy  defires  after  the  world,  and  the  wealth  of  it,  for 
now  charge  is  like  to  encreafe,  and  it  is  a  fhamc  to 
walk  in  ra^s ;  and  hence  now  a  man  begins  to  look 
upon  the  eiiates  of  others^  and  to  admire  at  tbeoi, 
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and  then  he  looks  upon  what  he  hath»  and -what  labour^ 
care,  and  providence,  in  a  faving  war,  may  bring  him 
unto ;  and  hence  burieth  himfelf  alive  in  the  earthy 
and  feeds  upon  clods  of  earth,  and  uncertain  hopes. 
And  this  is  the  next  fin  which  grows  up  (though  I 
know  fome  men  will  not  come  to  this)  but  I  fpeak  of 
them  that  go  on  in  the  faireft  way  ;  hence,  Heb.  xiii. 
4,  5.  "  Whoremongers  God  will  judge  :*'  Then, 
"  Let  your  converfation  be  without  cbvetQufncfs,'* 
that  follows. 

Fourthly,  It  may  be  at  laft  God  terrifies  this  raan'a 
confcience,  and  he  begins  to  fee,  **  What  profiteth 
"  it  me  to  win  the  whole  world,  and  to  lofe  ray  owil 
'*  foul  ?"  Hence  falls  now  to  take  up  another  pro- 
fefiioQ,  to  hang  out  another  flag,  and  to  lead  a  ne\^ 
life;  and  now  pride  in  fpiritual  excellencies  is  hi^ 
fia ;  when  glory  in  worldly  wealth  dies,  pride  in  fpi- 
ritoal  glory  lives :  There  were  divers  of  the  heathen 
contemned  the  world,  yet  puft^up  with'pride  in  their 
morality;  hence  'V  chufe  no  novice  bifljop,  left  he 
"  be  puflfed  up,  and  fall  into  the  condemnation  of 
**  the  devil-"  Now  lets  of  mind  come  in',  when  he 
performs  duties  publicly,  openly  ;  and  now  he  hun- 
gers after  the  honour  of  men,  and  fets  himfelf  to 
fale  for  this  :  O,  faith  Saul,  •*  Hoaour  me  !'*  \yhea 
he  had  confefied  his  coveting  of  the  cattle;  but  pride 
ftock  in  him  ftill :  And  when  he  doth  duties  private- 
ly, he  refts  in  them,  and  accounts  highly  of  himfelf 
for  tliem,  though  they  neither  bring  him  to  Chrift, 
bat  eilrange  \iiTti  from  Ghrift.  Hence  Chrift  char- 
geth,  **  When  you  do  alms,  do  not  only  do  it  not  ta 
'*^bc  feen  of  men,  but  let  not  thy  left  hand  know 
"  what  thy  right  hand  doth;'*  take  no  delight  in 
this:  This  was  Simon's  fin,  AAs  viii.  he  feeing  the 
fifts  of  the  apoftlcs,  would  give  any  money  for  them ; 
tbefe  gifts  are  fwecter  now  than  money ;  hence  fuch 
hll  to  fome  foul  opinions  and  crotchets,  they  can  in- 
fcrprct  revelations,  and  afcend  to  the  miniftry,  and 
'  Cz  be 
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be  the  forwardeft  in  a  town ;    but  when  to  do  pubKc 
fervice,  refpeft  is  gone,  fheir  love  is  gone. 

Fifthly,  When  this  is  dying  in  the  faints,  and  fallen 
down  in  hypocrites,  now  lloth  is  the  laft  thing  thai 
takes  hold  upon  them,  and  this  is  fweet ;  what  is  the 
honour  of  men  ?  what  is  the  bafe  world  ?  now  flodi 
and  fleep  is  fweet.  Now  a  man  firft  ceafelh  ading, 
nnd  this  gives  reft  ;  and  now  being  here,  Secondly, 
it  is  death  to  come  out  of  this  fluggifli  ellate ;  when 
the  hand  of  God  is  upon  men,  and  the  fpurs  be  at 
their  fide  and  in  their  l>eart,  it  may,  it  will  be  other- 
wife  ;  but  elfe  not ;  they  will  not  awaken,  floth  is  fo 
fweet  to  them,  though  fins  be  yet  to  be  fubdued;  time 
is  ihort ;  God's  wrath  is  great ;  yet  that,  as  it  is  faid, 
*«  He  that  efcapes  tiBb  fword  of  Jehu,  fliall  Elifha  flay:'* 
fo  it  is  here,  he  that  eFcapes  one  fin,  another  fhall  flay 
him  ;  but  at  laft.  floth  (hall  flay  :  Hence  let  a  man  look, 
what  joyeth  my  heart  ?  God  doth  not ;  wealth  doth 
not  >  floth  doth.  # 

SECT.    III. 

Sea/on  I.  Jl5eCAUSE  it  is  the  beft  and  mod  fit 
feafon  for  this  fin  to  arife,  when  all  the  reft  are  fallen 
-indeed  in  faints,  and  feem  to  be  fallen  in  hypocrites ; 
as  the  temptation  is,  fo  men's  fin  is ;  when  there  b 
the  fitteft  temptation  without,  it  broaches  corruption 
within,  and  it  runs  not  out  before  j  for  it  is  here  as 
in  war ;  when  the  enemy  (never  feen  before)  is  fecn 
in  the  field  (very  dansfcrous,  and  very  ftrong)  is  it  now 
a  feafon  to  fleep  ?  I^o,  arm,  arm  now  ;  but  when  he 
hath  driven  and  routed  an  enemy^  and  is  enriched  with 
fpoils,  and  laden  with  prey,  now  it  is  a  feafon  to  refl. 
Hence  the  poet  notes,  '*  When  all  the  world  could 
**  not  conquer  them,  their  peace  after  conqueit  hath;" 
now  they  have  themfelves  (an  enemy  within)  to  con- 
quer :  So  here.  Hence  if  they  fliould  have  defired 
the  Ifraelites  to  be  at  peace  with  the  Canaanites,  vahcn 
they  firft  came  in  and  had  the  land ;  no,  they  will  cue 
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our  throats  in- time;  but  when  they  had  conquered 
them,  Joifi.  XV.  63.  i£  is  faid,  they  could  not  do  it:  had 
they  not  had  God's  promile  for  it?  Yes,  and  he  could  ^ 
make  it  good;  but  tiiey  could  not»  becaufe  now  they 
had  no  lill^to  do  it,  they  were  flothful,  Ex0d.xxiii.z9J  * 
Reafin  2.  Secondly,  Becaufe  it  is  the  Jlrongeft  fin ;  ^ 
no  bonds  fo  ilrong  as  the  bonds  of  death  ;  it  is  a  kind 
<i  fpiritual  death,  £ph.  v.  14.  though  in  the  faints  it  is 
not  death  eternaL     Now  it  is  with  the  Lord,  he  re-   ^ 
ferycs  the  beft  mercy  till  the  laft  :    So  Satan  referves 
the  ilrongeil  temptation  till  the  laft  ;  and  in  many  men 
it  is  jfloth  :  Now  it  receives  a  double  ilrengch. 

1.  From  the  ftrength  of  natural  corruption  which 
will  remain  when  other  fins  die,  and  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  in  the  faints,  when  the  power  of  fin  is  taken  fromi 
the  faints;  for  take  the  bed  man  and  this  remains;  it 
is  the  ficknefs  of  the  foul  which  will  cleave  to  it: 
Hence  as  it  is  with  fick  men,  when  no  mind  to  meat^ 
yet  O  a  little  rett  J  it  is  greateft  pain  to  walk,  and 
hence  the  greateft  pleafure  to  lie  ftill :  ficknefs  binds 
a  man  to  reft,  makes  him  love  bis  reft;  fo  carnal 
corruption  to  carnal  reft. 

2.  The  ftrength  of  pl^fure  in  feme  lawful  thing ; 
for  flotl^  and  fleep's  ^ett  pillow  is  ever  fome  delight 
in  lawful  things,  that  is  the  ftiadow:  hence,  when  a 
nian  delights  not  in  grofs  evils,  yet  in  health,  and 
pedc^,  and  freedom  from  dangers  ;  and  •  here  he  wal- 
lows, as  IfTachan 

Reaf.  3.  Thirdly,  Becaufe  (not  only  fo,  but)  it  is 
the  leaft  fufpe£led  fin.  I  have  known  them  that  have 
been  gracious,  and  long  it  hath  been  before  the  Lord 
hath  made  them  know  that  they  have  had  this  (much 
lefs  loved  this)  fin. 

For,  1.  It  is  btU  a  negleft  or  ccffation  from  aft;  it 
is  DO  fin  that  doth  openly  war  againft  the  foul,  but 
lives  within  like  a  friend. 

2.  It  is  a  neglefl  which  the  beft  have  ;  an  infi.rmity : 
"  AH  numbered  and  flept." 

3.  Th€  main  work  is  wrought ;  it  is  not  therefore 
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any  dangerous  infirmity,  men  think ;  and  hence  ihe 
apoftle,  Rom.  xiii.  ii.  would  have  them  "awkc;** 
why  ?  we  Ihall  be  faved,  might  they  fay,  and  had 
peace  along  ago;  but  (faith  he)  i^  becaufe  your  falva- 
•*  tion  is  nearer." 

.  4.  Becaufe  he  fees  many  difEculties  before  him  to 
break  through,  which  uillefs  God  gave  him  more 
Arengtb,  he  doth  not  fee  that  God  calls  him  unto; 
and  hence  faith,  "  that  there  arc  lions  in  the  way;" 
after  a  long  time  of  profeflion,  then  God  prefenu 
greateft  difficulties;  and  hence  now  iloch  reigns  ia 
a  fpecial  manner. 

SECT.    IV. 

Ufe  t. Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  many  Chrif- 
tlans  at  their  firft  beginnings  grow,  and  thrive,  and 
abound  in  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs ;  but  afterward 
fo  poor  and  ragged ;  O  the  two  or  three  firft  years, 
how  frequently  in  prayer,  meditation  !  O  what  forrqw 
and  peace !  but  after  this,  now  they  can  find  little 
good  they  can  get ;  little  growth  they  make,  unlefe 
it  be  downward  ;  little  life  they  have,  and  what  ado  to 
keep  it,  or  to  get  a  good  fpiritual  meaPs  meat !  This* 
is  the  reafon  of  it ;  when  they  firft  began,  then  the 
enemy  was  out,^and  they  were  up,  and  now  they  con- 
quered and  had  the  fpoils;  but  fince,  they  have  grown 
fecure,  and  love  to  ileep,  I  fay  love  to  ileep ;  and 
hence,  little  to  be  feen  about  them  but  rags  ;  hence, 
Proy.  vi.  11.  "  Left  thy  poverty  come  as  an  armed 
*'  man."  Prov.  xx.  13.  Truly  this  is  it,  and  hence 
no  wonder  you  are  ^re  fo  full  of  complaints  in  midft 
of  means ;  where  God  gives  you  matter  of  fulne{s, 
joy,  peace,  everlafting  glory,  yet  you  ^  find  •  nothing ; 
fo  that  fometimcs  you  think  there  is  no  grace,  or 
are  almoft  of  the  mind  that  there  is  so  grace  ^o  be 
looked  for  in  us ;  if  not,  yet  finding  fo  little,  there  is 
no  evidence  for  it:  O  your  flotb  it  is  the  caufe;  hence 
it  is  you  marvel  at  the  Lord  he  helps  not :  O  you  do 
not  awake,  to  awaken  the  arm  of  the  Lord ;  you  fhall 

kiyow, 


Ten  virgins.  39 

know,  if  you  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord,  but  that 
you  do  n6i ;  and  hence  the  pricks  and  vtxaiioqs  you 
made  your  peace  with,  and  are  again  vexed  by  them, 
this  is  the  reafon  of  it ;  O  ihereiore  go  in  fcrcret  and 
fay,  I  complriin  of  my  fins^;  the  ordinances  and  God 
that  I  feek,  and  have  nt)t,  when  my  heart.lhould  be 
otherwife  ;  but  O  it  is  not  becaufe  I  cannot,  but  be- 
caufe  I  care  not;  it  is  not  becaufe  of  the  ilrerigth-of 
my  enemy  without,  but  becaufe  of  my  neglt-ft  of 
^vatcb  and  diligence  within.  I  know  it  was  a  fin  for 
Pnaraoh  to  charge  Ifrael  with  idlcncfs,  becaufe  fie 
commanded ,  work  without  means  ;  but  is  the  Lord*s 
work  fo?  I^ook  up  to  him  for  Urength,  he  gives  it 
them  that  have  none;  put  forth  that  ftrength  ihou 
haft,  he  will  aqcept  thy  will,  but  will  never  allow 
thee  in  thy  floth,  but  you  ihall  to  beggary  at  the  laft. 
Hence  men  **  roaft  not  what  they  take  in  hunting'* 
after  ordinancesf  Prov.  xii.  27.  O.  there  is  world 
there ;  never  fhall  you  fee  a  foul  careful,  but  he  finds 
every  Sabbath  fomething. 

Vfe  2.  H^nce  we  may  learn 'the  reafon  why  many 
Chriiiians,  wnen  the  Lord  begins  to  work  upon  them, 
have  many  combats  and  fore  .conflidts  with  various 
temptations,  and  one  corruption  after  anochrr,  and 
fcarce  any  breathing-Arae  wherein  they,  are  freed  from 
fuch ;'  and  then  many  llrong  cries,  &c.  but  afterward 
they  are  freed  from  all,  and  even  ihcfe  alfo;  and  they 
find  nothing  either  within  or  without  that  greatly 
troubles  thera. ;  but  they  go  on  fnioot^hly  in  a  courfe 
of  profieffion  alfo,  without  very  much  ado  with  their 
own  hearts  ;  their  confciences  arc  at  peace,  their  dif- 
tempers  are  at  peace,i.and  lie  not  heavy  upon  them  ; 
and  they  think  God  is  at  peace  with  them,  and  hence 
they  are  quiet,;  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  they 'are  quiet, 
and  let  their  fin,  and  fall  afleep,  and  Satan  alone,  and 
hence  they  let  them  alone  :  A  fluggard  faith,  *'  There 
**  is  .a  lion  in  the  way  :'*  And,  *'  It  is  a  hedge  of 
'*  thorns:"     Many  difficulties  God  fets  before  him; 
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now^  if  a  man  meets  with  no  lions,  no  thorns,  preffed 
with  no  great  difficulties  in  his  courfe,  it  is  cetttia 
iloth  hath  (6\zed  upon  that  foul,  and  he  is  carried  away 
captive  by  it,  Prov   xxii.  13.   ,For, 

Look  upon  men,  why  ftiould  they  be  quiet.?  Is  it 
becaufe  fin  and  Satan  are  quite  vanquilhed,'that  xhtj  ; 
hav«  no  agonies  and  wreftlings  with  them  ?  the  afot 
tle  denies  that,  Eph,  vi.  12.  Indeed  while  he  keeps 
the  palace,  then  he  is  all  peace,  and  it  is  a  fign  he  is  , 
cntred  again  if  you  have  this  peace  :  but  eUc  Paul  him- 
felf,  and  all  that  are  in  the  field,  are  oppofed,  and  will 
have  fiery  darts ;  and  hence  the  apollle  exhorts  10 
*'  put  off  th«  works  of  darknefs,  and  put  on  the  whole 
"  armour  of  light ;"  why  not  works  of  light  ?  Becaufe  1 
then  a  Chriftian  will  find  many  affaults,  Rom.  xiii.  12.  ' 
Or  it  is  becaufe  they  are  men  of  fuch  a  refined  faith, 
and  fuch  pure  metal,  that  there  needs  no  knocking, 
nqr  melting,-  nor  temptations  ?  I  confefs  the  Lord  doth 
«ot  fee  at  all  times  the  like  need,  but  gives  his  fervacts 
many  fweet  feafons  ;  but  yet,  i  Pet.  i.  6,  7,  8.  *'  they 
"  were  begotten  to  a  lively  Rope,  and  they  did  rejoice 
•*  greatly  in  that  hope ;"  yet  they  had  their  feafons  of' 
trials,  '*  ma'nifold  temptations,*'  &c.  It  may  be  they 
thought.  Did  the  Lord  ever  love  us,  when  fuch  defer* 
tipns,  fuch  fierce  oppofitions  ?  &c.  I  know  the  Lord 
may  leave  David  thus,  Pfalm  xxx.  6.  but  then  God 
was  angry,  and  he  faw  it  before  many  days  :  No,  no, 
there  is  both  reafon  for  it,  and  need  of  it :  and  why 
arc  you  at  peace  now  ?  It  is  becaufe  of  your  flotb, 
Jer.  xlviii.  ri.  "  Moab  at  red;''  and  hence  fettled  on 
her  lees,  that  they  neither  feel  nor  know  their  fin,  and 
.their  fcent  is  in  fhem,  though  iione  is  fraelt  or  runs 
out ;  hence  never  ftirred  by  any  word  they  hear,  r^o^ 
by  any  blow,  unlefs  it  be  very  heavy  ;  they  are  now 
at  peace  with,  fin,  death  and  hell,  and  are  at  league  ^ 
with  them,  Ifa.  xxviii.  15.  And  hence  as  it  is,  where 
there  [)e  two  kingdoms  met,  what  is  the  reafon  that 
there  is  no  hlirt  that  the  one  do  to  the  other  ?    The 
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reafon  is,  becaufe  there  is  a  peace  ;  Mthy  fo  ?  Bccaufe 
war  was  fo  iroublefome,  '^nd^reil  was  good  :  fo  it  is 
here  ;  why  are  men  never  troubled,. but  only  becaufe 
they  are  at  peace  with  their  fin;  a^  d  why  fo ?  Becaufe 
rell  is  good  :  -O  they  love  to  ileep  ;  I  fliall  never  over- 
come ity  or  I  have  other  work  to  follow,  fay  men,  and 
hence  they  fpiritually  war  no  more ;  and  hence  Satan 
and  fm  are  at  peace  :  this  is  the  guile  of  men,  they 
think  the  main  is  fure  :  they  maintain  a  name  to  live 
before  men,  keep  duties  upon  t|ie  wheels  before  Cjpd, 
and  h'ave  comfort  often  ;  and  though  a  world  of  vanity 
is  in  their  hearts,  yet  it  never  opprtffeth  them,  becaufe 
they  oppofe  not  it,  and  fo  are  quiet. 

,     S  E  C  T.     V. 

ObjeSl.  XjUT  is  not  Chrift's  yoke  eafy,  and  his 
burden  light,  full  of  fweetnefs,  &c. 
Anf.  There  is  a  life  of  faith,  and  a  life  of  floth  ;  a  reft 

'  which  faith  gives,  and  Chrift  gives  ;  and  a  reft  which 
ar  man's  own  floth  and  fecurity  gives  ;  but  there  is  a 
wide  difference  between  them. 

^  Firtt,  A  believing  heart  cleaves  to  the  Lord,  and 
fo  finds  reft  in  the  Lord,  and  that  with  purpofe  and 
decree  of  heart,  to  cleave  to  him  in  one  thing  as  well 
as  in  another ;  the  heart  is  not  at  pea(;e  with  Satan, 
and  at  war  with  God,  but  joineth  to  the  Lord,  and 
Hands  armed  with  a  ftrong  reiblution  againft  every 
temptation;  and  hence  peace  wiii>  Chrift  is  maintained, 
not  with  flolh  :   as  Barnabas,  Afts  xi.  23.  "  exhorted 

,  **  with  full  purpofe  of  heart  to  cleave  to  the.  Lord, 
**  when  he  faw  the  grace  of  God;"  feeing  you  find 
fuch  mercy  from  him,  O  cleave  unto  him  :  but  now 
a  fecure  heart  cleaves  unto  the  Lord  in  fome  defires ; 
and  if  he  be  xefolved  of  any  thing,  it  is  only  of  that 
vjiich  he  can  do  with  eafc,  and  will  i)ot  be  what  he 
would  be;  he  would  be  better,  and  know  the  Lord 
7i3ore^  and  this  quiets  him  ;  but  he  will  not  be  what 
he  would  be,  becaufe  his  compadt  and  covenant^of 

peace 
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peace  is  made  with  another ;  he  will  be  fluggifii  abd 
lecure,  and  riot  ufe  the  means ;  O  fleep  is  fweet, 
Prov.  xii.  27.  **  The  iluggard  roalls  not  what  he  took 
in  hunting;",  he.  will  not  roaU  it,  there  is  trouble  there. 

Secondly,  A  believing  heart.  Or  faith,  finds  and  feels 
its  re  It  by  trouble  :  **  Unto  the  righteous  there  arifedi 
•*  light  out  of  darknefs,"  Pfalm  xxxvii.  "  Afker  yoa 
"  have  fufFered,  God  fettle  you,"  i  Pet.  v.  10.  *^  Not 
**  as  th'e  world  gives  peace,  give  1 1t  unto  yOu,"  John 
XIV.  27.  For  the  life  of  a  Chriftian  is  a  life  of  taitb, 
which  is  a  life  contrary  to  fenfe  and  reafon  !  When 
the  Lord  kills,  doth  he  intend  then  10  fave  me  ?  And 
when  he  blinds  me,  doth  he  intend  to  teach  me?  Yes, 
that  he  doth ;  and  by  their  warfare  they  find  peace. 
Hjnce  Paul,  at  the  end  of  his  life,  makes  Jiis  triumph, 
**  I  have  finiftied  my  courfe,"  2  Tim.  iv.  6,  7,  8.  this 
makes  proraifes  precious ;  when,  though  a  man  feels 
the  ftrength  of  fin,  yet  fees  the  Lord  will  fubdueit; 
when  a  man  finds  the  guilt  of  fin,  yet  fees  the  Lord 
will  pardon  it  for.  his  own  name's  fake:  It  is  a  flrange 
place,  2  Cor.  i.  8,  9.  **  We  were  oppreffed  without 
reafon  :"  Why?  **that  we  might  not  trull  in  ourfelves/' 
Why,  was  there  no  way  but  this  ?  Why,  this  is  the 
life  of  faith,  to  find  life  in  death,  peace  in  forrow: 
But  a  flothful  heart  finds  not  reft  by  denying  itfelf, 
and  ^alk  through  trouble;  but  by  pleafing  iifelf,  and 
cafmg  itfelf  of  trouble,  becaufe  it  is  at  league  with  it: 
One  that  hath  broken  league,  finds  peace  by  war, 
and  then  takes  fpoils  ;  but  another  e  cantra^  &c. 

I.  A  man  denies  the  power  of  godlinefs,  that  is 
a  burden  ;  his  llothful  heart  will  not  bear  that,  that  is 
too  hot :  for  the  world  carries  a  condemned  carriage 
of  them  ;  and  hence  he  keeps  a  name  to  live,  and 
thereby  hath  peace  with  the  world. 

2^  He  wrellles  not  againft  Sataii,  and  his  luik, 
purfuing  them  daily,  carries  not  the  fenfe  and  feeling 
of  them;  and  hence  being  lukewarm,  he  "  thinks  he 
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"  IS  rich,  and  wantg  nothing,  when  poor,  and  bl^ndp 

'*flnd  naked.'* 
Hence,  not  wrellling  againft  fin,  he  fcels  not  fin, 

and  fo  confcience  is  at  peace  with  him,  •^  fin  is  alive. 

**  without  ihe  law."  # 

4»  Keeping  a  conftant  courfc  of  private  duties,  he 

thinks  God^'is  at  peace  alfo,  and  fo  his  peace  gives  him 

reft,  and  floth  makes  him  make  a  league,  becaufe  he 
^  loves  reft :  and  hence  we  find,  a  Chriftian  mod  op- 

preflecj  in  times  of  trouble,  many   times  hath   mod 

peace,  and  e  contra :  Becaufe  as  ic  was  with  Gideon, 
:  he  had  his  peace  by  trouble,  they  had  their  peace  by 

reft,  whofe  flefti  he  tore  with  thorns.  Judges  viii.  7. 

0  therefore  fear  and  tremble  at  their  condition. 
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Ufe  3. Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  many  a  Chrif. 
tian,  after  he  hath  feen  and  felt  the  work  of  Grod's 
grace  in  his  heart  and  foul^  and  hence  hath  been 
filled  With  joy  and  peace  unfpeakable,  that  yet  after 
long  profeffion  lofeth  the  fight  of  it,  and  knows  not 
whether  there  be  any  dram  of  grace  in  his  heart  of 
no ;  and  confequently  hath  no  affurance :  but  aflc 
him,  have  you  not  known  it  ?  Yes,  but  it  is  a  quef- 
tion  whether  ever  it  was  immortal  feed  or  no,  for 
then  it  would  not  die,  as  I  fee  it  hath;  the  reafon  of 
this  is,  a  man  falls  to  a  fecure  condition,  faft  afleep, 
forgets  God  and  himfelf ;  and  hence  (hough  there  be 
grace,  yet  it  is  not  exercifed,  Mar*  xxv.  26.  and  hence 
not  feen  at  all,  2  Pet.  i.  i.  8,  9.  jand  one  grace  ta 
another,  and  then  an  open  entrance  is  made  ;  thia 
makes  calling  fure ;  if  this  they  do  nor,  they  will  not 
fee  afar  off;  why  ?  Becaufe  they  forget  the  Lord,, 
which  is  one  part  of  fecurity  :  Hence  we  Ihall  find  ia 
times  of  persecution,  never  fuch  affurance  as  thcn^ 
Zech.  xiii.  ult.  becaufe  grace  is  never  fo  exfercifed  aa 
then;  and  hence  men  much  in  prayer  abound  with 
much  affifrance  (when  Chrift  was  in  his  agony,  he 

^    ^  praya 
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prayr  more  fervently)  becaufe  then  a  man  is  watchfoK 
and  grace  moil  exercifed ;  when  a  man  dies  in  prajef, 
and  grows  fccure,  and  hath  little  cxercifc  of  grace, 
now  it  is  a-quelHon  whether  there  is  grace  at  all  or  no; 
^  and  hence,  when  men  come  to  facraments,  how  oft 
are  they  put  to  it,  whether  the  Lord  be  theirs  or  no! 
and  hence,  when  men  come  to  the  word,  they  lofe  all 
comfort,  becaufe  they  know  not  whether  thefe  promifes 
are  theirs  or  no,  becaufe  they  are  afleep,  and  not  wak- 
ing with  the  Lord.  O  therefore  lay  "no  blame  upon 
the  Lord,  but  thyfelf ;  I  have  had  grace,,  but  I  have 
not  exercifed  it ;  I  have  lived  a  life  of  doth  and  fecu< 
rity,  had  I  lived  a  life  of  thankfulnefs,  prayer,  watch- 
iulnefs,  and  been  ever  awake,  I  fliould'have  feen  my 
own  heart,  and  what  the  Lord  hath  done  for  my  foul: 
Here,  here  lies  the  fecurity  of  a  Chrillian,  not  in  lofing 
all  grace  he  had,  but  in  luting  the  exercife  of  it. 


SECT.    VIL  . 

^r/i.HoW  ihall  I  do  this  ? 

Anf.  1.  Look  that  your  eye  be  fmgle,  that  the  Lord 
be  your  lall  end,  and  that  with  an  infinite  love  you 
cleave  to  that,  and*  then  the  whole  body  will  be  full 
of  light ;  but  if  your  eye  be  double,  &c.  Mat.  vi.  24. 
A  jhip  that  hath  but  one  place  to  go  to,  will  get  thither- 
ward in  open  fea  with  every  wind.  Who  is  fo  great 
as  the  Lord  ?  who  minds  thee  but  the  Lord  ?  doth  he 
provide,  protefil  and  pity  thee,  when  feeking  thyfelf? 
will  he  not  do  it  much  more  when  thou  art  fet  for  him  I 

2.  Confider'  the  fweetnefs  of  this  life.  1.  In  this 
life,  I  Cor.  XV.  ult.  *'  be  ever  abounding;"  Why? 
O  you  kno^  *'  your  labour  fliall  not  be  in  vain." 
And  what  will  it  be  when  you  come  to  die  i  Ifaiah 
xxxviii.  I,  2,3.  *'  Remember  I  have  walked  with  thee.*- 
And,  2.  After  death.  Rev.  xiv.  13.  it  may  be  you  ac- 
count them  nothing,  but  they  (hall  follow  thee :  Ao 
'  V  you 
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you  not  find  bitternefs  in  the  end  of  another  life  ?  you 
will  find  your  pillow  hard  enough  before  you  die ; 
O  therefore  get  lomething  to  make  it  eafy. . 

3.  Take  heed  of  forgetfulnefs  of  the  Lord,  for  this 
is  the  reafon  why  many  a  man  is  not  ever  up  in  walk- 
ing with  the  Lord,  becanfe  he  forgets  the  Lord ;  it  is 
not  becaufe  he  will  not,  or  becaufe  he  cannot,  but  he 
remembers  not  the  Lord's  love,  the  glory  of  his  ways, 
"  what  an  evil  thing  and  bitter  it  is  to  depart  from 
"the  Lord,  Pfalm  xxii.  ii.  They  (hall  remember 
"and  tarn,"  Jer.  ii.  i.6.  The  Lord  complains  of 
apoftacy,  "  They  faid  wberi  is  the  Lord  ?  I  remember 
*•  thee,'^  &c.  So  I  fay  to  j^ou,  the  Lorfl  of  glory  re- 
members youj  thou  art  written  on  the  palms  of  his 
hands,  and  like  Ihew-bread  before  the  ark,  fo  thou  doll 
ever  ftand  before  the  Lord  ;  hence  every  moment  he 
is  pardoning,  purging,  preferving  and  devifing  how  to 
do  thee  good^  nay,  he  remembers  thy  love,  prayers, 
feekings  after  him,  nay,  thy  houfc  and  walls  of  it, 
where  thou  dwelled :  ©therefore  forget  not  the  Lord, 
that  fo  you  may  be  ever  feeking  after '  and  cleaving 
to  the  Lord. 


SECT.     VIIL 

Ufe  4.  JlIeNGE  fee  the  reafon  why  men,  after 
long  profeffion  fall  into  many  flqthful  opinions,  becaufe 
their  hearts  are  furprifed  with  this  enemy  of  floth  firft; 
and  it  is  God's  juft  judgment  upon  men,  that  feeing 
they  love  their  flecp  and  lazinefs,  they  fliall  be  laay 
by  rule,  and  fo  be  for  ever  hardened  in  it. 

^eft.  What  are  thole  floth ful  dpinions  ?   . 

Anf.  Ficft,  What  is  this  but  one,  to^jnake  the  law 
no  rule  to  a  ChriUtan's  life  ?  as  though  a  Ohriniaa 
Ihould  be  lik?  a  man  at  fea,  and  carried  by  the  wind, 
but  he  mutt  have  iio  compafs  to  fail  by  alfo :  In 
tbefe  lad  times  Chrifl's  ki^igly  office  is  chiefly  oppofitd; 

men 
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mea  are  glad  of  ChriiVs  righteoufhefs  and  death,  to  (ave 
them,  but  when  he  comes  to  plant  his  laws  (as  all 
conquerors  do  amongfl  men)  thejr  do  then  Ihake  them 
off,  and  under  a  colour  of  love  to  their  prince,  make 
his  laurs  no  bonds  to  bind  them ;  fo  thefe  think  this 
is  the  liberty  of  a  Ghridian,  the-  liberty  of  a  prince  to 
be  lawlefs,  2  Pet.  ii.  19.  '        < 

Secondly,  T4iat  there  is  no  aflivity  of  grace  reccivcdti 
no  power  to  ftir  till  llirrcd ;  and  therefore  leave  all 
upon  Chrill,  they  can  do  nothing ;  if  he  gives  no-* 
thing,  ihey  cannot  help  it ;  if  he  doth,  then  all  is  well; 
It  is  true,  till  the  Lord  doth  help  what  can  we  do? 
But  there  is  dn  immutable  aflillance  of  Spirit,  whereby 
the  Lord  doth  enable  his  to  a£t  more  or  lefs  like  him- 
felf,  when  ilirred  up  :  And  if  you  find  none,  becaufe 
you  fall  fliort  of  Chrift,  do  not  think  that  the  Lord 
will  be  a  cover  to  fuch  a  cap,  nor  a  pillow  for  a 
flothful  heart ;  ^there  is  a  ficknefs  in  the  befi,  and  mufi 
be  followed,  elfe  we  die. 

Thirdly,  That  minifters  muft  not  exhort:  Why, 
What  can  men  do  ?  If  fervants  cannot  abide  to  be 
fpoken  unto  when  there  is  need,  from  what  can  it 
come  but  idlenefs?  What  can  words  make  better? 
yes,  the  Lord's  words  have  a  power  to  help  or  ruin, 
when  you  Ihall  fay,  O  the  exhortations,  O  the  intrca- 
ties  I  have  had^  &c.  one  main  means  of  reconciliation 
is  now  aboliftied,  .2  Cor.  v.  ao. 

Fourthly,  That  Ghriftians  muft  gather  no  evidence 
from  fandification;  we  fhalL  find  the  root  of  it  to  be 
difficulty,  which  is  never  floth's  bedfellow. 

In  It  is  difficult  to  be  holy  always,  but  there  will 
be  many  weaknelTes  and  fins,  &c. 

2.  When  we  do  fo,  it  will  be  hard  to  difcem  what 
holinefs  it  Is,  whether  counterfeit  or  not. 

3.  When  we  do  fo,  it  is  hard  to  keep  it,  but  you 
will  lofe  it  again,  and  be  put  to  farther  fearcb,  and  fo 
off  and  on :  I  believe  Ghriftians  make  them  more  dif- 
ficult than  indeed  they  are;  but  yet  it  is  the  Lord's 

way; 
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way;  fcripture  is  plain  for  it;  and  if  avoided  becaufc 
difficult  (which  to  many  is  fweet)  what  is  this  but  aa 
invention  of  floth? 

Fifthly^  That  what  a  man   cannot  do,  is  always  a 

wcakuefs  which  the  Lord  will  pardon :  Sometimeis  it 

is;  bat  not  here;  for  a  man's  chief  fin  may  be  kept 

unfubdued  from  this  ground,  which  floth  makes  war- 

'  raotable. 

Sixthly,  That  if  once  the  main  be  wrought,  though 
he  never  grow  better,  yec  he  is  to  keep  his  peace  and 
confidence;  O  intreat  the  Lord  to  keep  your  heads  found 
(though  hearts  be  fluggifti)  fo  as  you  may  not  love,  and 
defend  your  fecurity,  and  then  go  and  leave  Chrifl. 

S  E  C  T.     IX, 

XJfe  5.  JLrfET  this  be  a  warning  to  all,  that  there  is- 
fucb  an  enemy  to  be  flain ;  truly  I  thought  if  I  could 
have  got  my  heart  broken,  if  I  could  feek  the  Lord 
till  I  had  gotten  a  promife,  then  I  fiiould  be  well 
enough  ;  O  no,  there  is  a  flothful  heart  yet  continueth ;' 
and  let  it  be  encouragement  to  war  againft  it ;  O  it  is' 
the  laft  enemy,  aiid  then  comes  your  crown,  and  then 
your  warfare  is  ended;  and  there  do  as  Sampfon, 
**  Lord,  help  this  one  time,  that  I  may  be  avenged 
•*  for  my  two  eyes  ;'*  Judg.  ?vi.  28.  fo,  thou  baft  been/ 
made  a  flave  to  it  in  private  duties,  and  God  hath  ne- 
glected thee ;  in  public,  at  meetings  you  have  been 
forced  to  fleep,  that<  an  Indian  it  may  be,  if  he  had 
flood  by,  would  have  jogged  thee;  therefore  pray, 
O  help,  Lord,  this  one  time  (though  I  die)  againll 
tbis  one  enemy  >  thus  Paul,  i  Cor.  ix.  ult.  Is  an 
immortal  crown  nothing  ?  will  it  be  no  forrow  to  yoii 
when  you  awake,  to  lofe  eternal  reft  in  God,  for  a  lit- ' 
tie  rell  in  thy  floth  ?  Q.  therefore  beat  down  thy  body ; 
it  is  the  laft,  hence  the  worft  enemy;  fay  as  Judg.  ix.54. 
What,  fliall  1  fall  by  a  woman?  fliall  I  fall  by  the 
^vorft  ?  why  did  I  oppofe  luft  and  pride  ?  O  becaufe 
vile ;    why,  this  is  worfe ;  it  is  the  laft^  and  hence 

Chrift 
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hates  it  nioft  ;  and  hath  he  given  ftrertgth  agalnft  any 
fin,  and  vv  ill  he  not  againll  this  ?  O  therefore  pray 
God  that  you  fall  not  here. 


CHAP*  IV.    SECT,  I.       ' 

Cbrift^s  abfence  the  caufe  offecurity  in  bis  Cburcbes, 

Obf.  4.  nPHAT    Chrift*s    abfence,    or   tarrying 
-*-    long  from  the  churches,  is  an  occaiioa 
(through   man's   corruption)   of  all   fecurity   in  the 
churches. 

While  Chrift  delays,  the  bride  fleepeth  ;  look  as 
it  was  with  the  Ifraelites,  when  Mofes  went  firll  from 
them  up  tQ  the  mount,  they  had  no  fpeech  of  making 
a  calf;  but  when  he  ftayed  long  from  them,  now  they 
make  it,  and  make  merry  with  it ;  fo  it  is  here, 
Exod.  xxxii.  I.  The  holy  apoftle  notes  this  to  be  in 
the  lad  days,  2  Pet.  iii.  3,  4.  '*  Men  fhall  fay,. where 
'*  is  the  promife  of  his  coming  ?  all  things  remain  as 
*'  they  were ;"  and  hence  fcoffers  (it  may  be  with 
the  tongue)  at  lead  in  the  heart,  and  fo  *'  walking 
*'  aft<ir  their  own  lulls ;  hqnce,  Mat-  xxiv.  49.  you  fee 
an  evil  fervant  fmite  his  fellow-fervant^  (what  is  the 
reafon  of  divifions  between  men?)  one  fmites  with 
the  tongue,  the  other  with  the  hand,  and  the  oilier 
fuffers  ;  ('^  and  to  eat  and  drink  with  the  drunken;'') 
it  ia  a  fign  of  a  fecure  man,  when  (though  he  falls  not 
into  a  profane  courfe,  but)  he  can^bear  with  it  in  others, 
to  fit  by  and  fee  others  fin  without  check ;  what  is  the 
caufe  of  this  ?  "  He  faith  (not  withjiis  tongue,  but) 
•*  in  his  heart,  My  Lord  delays  his  coming."  The 
very  fcopc  of  the  parable  is  to  fliew  the  iia  of  men 
herein,  and  to  prevent  it  by  watchfulncfs. 

SECT. 
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SECT.     11. 


^left.LLOW  and  why  doth  this  occafion  and 
breed  fccurity  ? 

Anf,  I.  In  that  Chrift's  abfcnce  from  the  worjd 
makes  him  to  be  much  forgotten  in  the  world  (out  of 
fight  out  of  mind)  efpccially  at  thofe  times  when  mea 
arc  ready  to  be  overcome  by  floth  ;  now  forgetfulnefs 
of  iGod  is  the  beginning  of  all  the  deepcft  fecurity 
that  can  fall  upon  men,  Deut.xxxii.  18, 19,  20.  whence 
the  Lord  faith,  **  I  will  hide  my  face  from  them,  fo 
*'  as  they  fliall  not  fee  me ;  but  I  will  fee  them,  and 
"  what  their  end  fhall  be  :"  and  hence  this  is  made 
the  beginning  of  returning  to  the  Lord,  Pfal.xxii.  27,28. 
**  All  nations  Ihall  remember  and  turn:  For  theking- 
**  dora  is  the  Lord's.'* 

Secondly,  Becaufe  the  abfence  of  Chrift  keeps  thofe 
things  from  being  feen  which  Ihould  awaken,  and 
which  fenfibly  do  awaken  ;  that  as  it  is  within  the 
night,  when  there  is  little  noife,  and  darknefs  over- 
fpreads  all  things,  it  is  hard  now  to  be  kept  from  fleep, 
when  the  curtains  are  drawn  ;  fo  while  Chrift  is  abfent, 
it  is  a  kind  of  night  (his  coming  is-callcd  the  day^  and 
the  day  of  the  Lord)  becaufe  the  things  of  the  Lord 
are  hid  from  men  :  And  thofe  are  thefe  two  chiefly. 

1.  The  terror  of  the  Lord  and  the  wrath  to  come  : 
V/hy  did  nien  fleep  all  the  fermon  long  (which  lafted 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years)  when  Noah  preached? 
Becaufe  they  knew  not  of  the  flood  :  *'  So  fliall  it  be 
'*  in  the  day  of  Ghriil's  coming."  Men  know  not  what 
wrath  is;  the  thouglus  of  this  kept  Paul's  eye  waking, 
2 Cor.  y.  9,  io»  II,  12. 

2.  The  exceeding  riches  and  weight  of  glory  that 
fliall  crown  all  the  faints  ;  hence  all  the  faithful  have 
been  abundant  both  in  doing  and  fufFering  for  the 
Lord;  (2  Cor.  ivr. )  "  It  is  not  worthy  the  glory 
"  which  fliall  be  revealed : "     Hence,  Hcb.  x.  34. 

Vol.  IL  D  '*Thcy 
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**  They  took  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  i|ieir  goids,  ke- 
•*  caofc  th(5y  had  in  hcaveii  a  more  abiding  fttbllancc;'^ 
they  overlooked  all  things  here,  when  they  faw  ibat. 
When  thefe  two  things  arc  feen  (which  arc  the  laft 
things  that  Ihall  continue)  it  would  awaken;  but  painU 
ed  fire,  and  a  painted  kingdom  never  draws  aroan*s 
heart  much  ;  fo  neither  do  thefe  work  upon  fccurelings; 
or  if  they  do  fee  them,  they  foon  arc  hid.  from  them 
again,  their  light  decaying,  being  not  like  the  raorcloj 
but  declining  fun  ;  and  though  the  faints  do  fee  ibcm; 
yet  they  are  very  apt  to  lofe  (for  a  time)  the  fight  of 
them,  cfpecially  if  the  Lord  tarricth;  and  hence, 
Heb.  X.  **  They  had  need  of  patience  :**  but  vhw 
the  day  comes  who  can  fleep  ? 

Thirdly,  In  regard  of  his  abfence;  do  the  things  rf 
the  world  prefent,  and  keep  their  glory  before  ibc 
eyes  of  men  ;  for  w^at  is  the  reafon  that  worWly 
tilings  (which  men  in  their  judgments  fty  arc  vaifl, 
yet  they)  are  of  fuch  price  with  men?  It  is  with  them 
as  it  is  with  Rlow-worras  and  flars,  that  keep  their 
Jhining  and  are  very  glorious,  becaufc  the  fun^isftt; 
fo  Chrift  is  hid  in  his  glory,  and  whilft  men  arc  W 
more  by  fcnfe  than  by  faith,  men  doat  upon  thefe 
things  ;  they  know  nothing  more  vain,  yet  nothing 
more,  glorious.  When  Chritl  comes,  a  tnan  IhaD  fee 
all  the  world,  the  honour,  comforts,  wealth,  crowns, 
greatnefs  t>f  it  buried  before  his  eyes;  and  when  as 
end  of  thefe  things  fliall  be  feen,  now  the  Lord  will 
be  precioMS ;  as  doubtlefs  when  they  faw  the  ark 
floating  upon  the.  water,  happy  are  they  that  are  there, 
might  they  fey  ;  and  hence,  MaL  lii.  uTt.  thofc  that 
faid,  **  The  proud  were  happy,'*  what  was  the  rcafca 
of  it  but  becaufc  of  this,  *'  The  day  of  the  Lord  was 
**  not  yet  come,  to  make  up  his  jewels  ?'*  Now  vhdl 
once  the  eye  is  bewitched  with  the  glory  of  the  worf4 
nothing  caufcth  ftcurity  fooner;  ns  ftrange  faucioi 
in  the  head,  w -rk  a  man  firft  afleep,  Pfalm  Ixxw? 
When  David  beheld  the .  profperity  of  the-  wictti^S 
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kiieg^io  diflikc  all  religion >  and  to  ^ixovent  it  fini- 
flicitjr  to  be  iioly,  .until  at  lad  he  ftaw  the  end  of 
thafe  things.         ,  ^ 

Fottrtshly^  Becaufe  in  Chrift^js  ab&nce  men  &cl  npt 
\he  evil  of  fin  which  doth  bpfal  them  In  their  fecurity, 
iKir  jret  the  evii'of  their  own  hearts  ;  for  if  men  &ould 
bt  pve&ntly  juinrfhed,  aod  fniitten  by  feme  revengisg 
ttvifible  band  of  God  upon  them  after  <yery  fm,  aod 
ts  ibon  as  fidl  they  begin  to  fleep,.  you  ihould  never 
bt  the  iieart  iecurc;  and  hence  the  devils  live  in 
iKjrfors  daily,  in  apprehenfion  of  the  judgment  of  the 
fwat  day ;  thus  it  will  be  at  Chrifi:*s  comiivg,  "  Then 
^  iecret  things  of  darkoefs  Ihall  be  brought  to  light;" 
but  now  is  a  time  of  forbearance,  hence  a  caraal  -heart 
%  fet  to  do  wickedly,  and  to  gq  on  fecurely ,  EccL  viii«  1 1 • 

Fiithlyi  Becaufe  while  Chriil  is  ablent,  confcience 
lies  ftill  mod  commonly,'  and  feldom  is  thoroughly 
^ftvake,  and  beoce  a  ma4:i  fleeps  ;  for  donfcience  is  the 
Lord's  witnefs,  accufer  and  notary ;  now  the  witnefs 
then  fpeaks  moft  fully  taod  clearly  when  the  judge  is 
Come :  Now  however  Ood  doth  awaken  fume  men's 
coidcicnces  thoroughly  tn  this  life,  yet  it  is  not  uni* 
l^rfal,  bttt  in  a  few,  to  be  thoroughly  awakened,  and 
ibdnce  aen  are  very  fecure,  Ifa.  xxxiii:  14I  '*  Who 
^&aU  .dwell  with  everlalling  burning,"  &c. 

SEC  T.    III. 

;    Ufe  J-    jtxE NC  E  we  fee  the  vilencfs  of  the  hearts 

if  men,  that  Qirift'«  abfence  (which  time  is  given  to  us 
Id  make  >iis  watdh)  ihould  make  us  fecure  ;  that  men 
SKuiId  turn  day  into  «ight,  a  day  of  forbearance  into 
ft  night  4tf  fqrgetfulnefs ;  for  if  the  Lord  ihould  not 
(felay  iM  tMiming,  how  tnany  thoufands  would  be 
iWcpt  away  before  any  pe^ce  made  with  God,  or  be« 
!brc  any  work-  finifhed  for  God !  now  he  in  pity  gives ' 
foch  days,  delays  his  coming  for  this  end,  and  do  vne 
Ihus  req^n'ite  the  L^ird  i  2  Peter  iii.  9.    Chriil  himfelf 

V^  doth 


52  ON  THE  PAKABLE  OF  TH^?: 

doth  his  work  while  it  is  light :  *^  The  night  Cometh 
**  wherein  no  man  can  work/'  John  xii.  35.  39. 
Now  what  a  crofling  of  the  Lord  is  this?  If  he  HwaXA 
come,  thou  ihouldll  be  coafumed  by  him  ;  and  if  he 
doth  not  come,  you  will  grow  fecure  before  .him. 

Ufe  2.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  the  hparts  of  men 
are  fofecare  in  times  of  health  and  peace,  but  they  cry 
out  and  look  about  them  in  times  of  ficknefs,  and  when 
the  approach  of  death  is  near,  becaufe  Chrifl  now  be- 
gins to  come,  and  Chrill's  prefence  is  near  in  great 
terror;  and  fuverity,  and  glory;  now  the  foul  begins 
to  fee  Ghrilt,  and  how  he  muft  Ihortly  ftand  naked 
alone  (flript  of  all  cjmforts  and  friends)  before  an  all- 
feeing  G^d  ;  and  now  tiiey  look  about  for  evidence; 
but  before,  the  Lord  would  not  come  as  yet,  he  de- 
lays his  coming,  1  may  live  many  years^  and  "provide 
tlias  and  thus  f  )r  my  children,  ^c.  O  men  compUin 
of  fecure  carelefs  hearts,  and  the  caufe  is  this,,  they 
fee  not  this  day  a-coming.  ^ 

Hence  fee  one  fpecial  way  to  prevent  and  remove 
fccurity  when  it  is  fallen  upon  the  hearts  of  any,  aod 
that  is  by  daily  fetting  before  you  the  coming  of 
the  Lord ;  the  apoflles  penned  this,  and  faints  believe 
this,  t  Thef.  i.  uU.  I  am  perfuaded  fome  men  have 
had  in  their  dreams  the  vifions  of  the  Almighty;  of 
which  Job  fpeaks,  and  have  been  awakened  in  terror 
and  fear,  even  with  il\e  dream  of  it ;  but  how  would 
this  awaken,  if  feen  and  beheld  whilll  indeed  you 
are  awake !     Many  monkiih  fpirits  have  been  much' 

t awakened  in  their  faperllitious  way  by  this;  but  the 
fpirit  of  a  Paul  will  be  much  more  ;  for  by  this  means 
he  awakened  all  the  world  to  look. about  them,  2  Cor. 
V,  XI.     And  for  hirafelf,  this  did  mai^e  him  exercife 

ihimfelf.   Ads  xxiv.  p^,  x6.    foiiit  .will  be  with  yoc; 

-you  will  not  only  be  awake  yourfelves,  but  keeptU 

;  awake  about  ^you  ;  and  this  is  not  legal  neither  thus 
to  do.    It  is  certain  if  you  complaio  of  fecurity,  I  dare 

.complain  againil  you,  that  this  is  the  canfe;  70U  lool^ 

upon 
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upon  the  coming  of  the  Lord  as  a  long  time  off,  and 
lee  it  not  daily  ;  it  converted  fome  in  fct  ffing  Athens    I 
to  the  faith;  much  more  (if  converted)  doth  it  awaken.    ^ 
Let  tia  therefore  commend  three  things  to  you. 

S  E^G  T.     IV. 

Firft,  jyi  AKE  the  coming  of  the  Lord  real,  fee  it. 
rtaUand  fet  it  really  (as  it  Ihall  be)  before  your  eyes:  ^ 
Heb.  ix.  ult.    '*  To  them,  that   look  for  him,"  Sec- 
Why  do  not  raea  look  for  him?    Truly,  very  few  du. 
look  for  him  really ;  it  is  only  a  report,  a  noife  with 
many  men  ;    wheYe  there   is  the  power  of  grace,  it 
prefents  things  as  they  are,  which  fliall  be  fo  ;  **  Faith 
*'  13  the  fubftance  of  things  not  feen,"    it  puts  them  ia^    . 
their  being ;  *>  It  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen,'^ 
f  >r  otherwife  it  will  never  v/ork  upon  you.    Eipecially 
think  on  ihefe  four  things  at  that  day. 

1.  The  confuraing  of  all  things  here  in  the  world,* 
which  'your  hearts  are  fo  ready  to  doat  upon,  and  of 
all  carnal  and  fleflily  excellencies  which  you  truil  un- 
to, 2  Peter  iii.  11.  **  Seeing  thefe  things  Ihall  becon- 
**  fumed,  what  : manner  of  perfuns  ought  we  to  be  !'* 
If  a  man  that  is  to  make  a  fea-voyage,  did  know  that 
whatever  he  brought  to  flmre  befide3*g«-ld  and  pearls, 
ftotild  be  confumed  as  foon  as  he  comes  to  (hore,  he 
would  not  freight  his  ihip  witii  thofe  things  :  if  men  - 
were  aflured  here  is  a  houfe  u  here  you  and  yours  fliall 

be  burned,   they  would   fet  itelfewhere;    jndn   Cv/me 
from  one  country  to  another  becaufe  fm  will  confume. 

2.  The  amazing  glory  of  Chrill  Jefus  {when  Chrift 
Ihall  come  as  a  deliverer  to  refrefli  thy  fad  heart)  and 
all  his  faints  at  that  day  ;  look  upon  Chrill  as  fitting 
m  the  clouds  pf  fire,  raifing  the  dead,  theq  them  that 
arc  alivcv. changed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  coming 
with  ail  his  angels,  heaven  left  empty  of  them,  and  . 
feints  fitting  at  his  right  hand,  Jhining  like  the  fun, 
£>  that  all  the  world  fliall  Hand  amazed,  at  them,  and 

D  3  then, 
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then,  i^hen  jtidgment  is  done,  up  they  go  to  heaveny 
(the  third  heaven)  with  a  flKnvt,  and  fo  be  ever  with 
the  Lord.     And  then, 

.  3.  G'jnfider  the  fierce  ^vrath  upon  rcpfobatcfs,  wiier 
fliall  rife  like  toads  coming  out  of  their  h'olcs  in  winter- 
tirjie,  ftanding  before  Chrift's  tribirtiaU  crying  out  of 
the  day  that  ever  they  were  born,  and  receiving  their 
final  doom  ;  imagine  the  filence  while  the  Lord  is  pro- 
nouncing the  fentence;  and  when  paft  a  cry;  and  then 
Chrift  to  depart,  and  fliut  up  himfelf  in  heaven  Wjjb 
his  faints,  the  reprobate  never  to  kc  him  nor  bis  face 
any  more;  are  thcfc  things  tales,  fabler,  notioris? 
if  they  be,  blot  out  the  fcripture  ;  but  if  rca»l,  O  then, 
%rho  can  but  awake  !  If  God  intends  mercy  to  you, 
the  thoughts  of  thefe  things  will  srwake  you,  you  iball 
fee  them  really  :  if  not,  they  fhall  awaken  you  hf 
feeling  of  them. 

4.  Gonfider  how  many  will  be  (autid  too  light  at 
that  day. 

Secondly,  Make  this  day  prefent :  optic  glafies  will 
take  within  them  the  prefent  image  of  things  afar  off; 
a  mod-wall  cannot  giVe  the  form  of  them;  fo  by  feidi 
look  at  thefe  that  be  to  come  as  near  :  for  if  we  ftt 
really  the  Lord^s  coming,  but  we  look  upon  it  as  a  thing 
that  is  afar  off,  it  will  not  aifeft :  now  a  thing:  may  be 
prefent  to  faith  which  is  not  to  (enfc;  it  rtsay  be  the  laft 
and  great  coming  of  the  Lord  is  not  v^ry  nigh  (although 
we  are  doubtlefs  in  the  laft  times)  but  the  beginaiog 
of  this,  thy  petty  feffions  before  that  general  affize, 
may  be  nigh,  O  therefore  make  it  prefent, 

^eft.  How  ihall  we  make  it  prefent  ? 

Anf.  I.  "By  pondering  that  fpecch  of  Chrift,  fpoken 
to  that  end,  Mat.  xxiv.  44.  **  In  an  hour  ye  think  not 
♦>  of,  he  comes  ;'^  fo  either  thy  time  isf  when  thoQ 
thtnkeft  it  is  nigh,  and  then  you  attain  the  thirtg ;  or 
When  afar  off;  why  then  is  the  time,  a«d  that  he  will 
not  come  prefently  is  mote  than  yott  cain  fay;  ;^oa  fee 
with  wrong  eycsy  attd  wrorig  the  hotd'i  patirftct. 

a.  By 
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a.  fijr  ccnqf>arir>g  (h«  preCint  tiDM  with  eternity,  ta  ' 
cmoe;  fur  louk  as  u  is  with  bale  and  iitilc  things, 
1im4  ap(>ti  tltein  in  theiBfelves*  they  are  n«t  bafe,  but 
oonparcd  with  things  excellent^  as. the  Prophet  ihtw* 
etbr  ifa.  xK  17.  Tq  the  time  of  this  life,  grant  it  be  nevef 
k  loag,  look  upon  itlclf«  it  is  long :  but  cunpared 
With  eteraity^  it  is  e^^ceeding  fliort :  Set  a  prick  alone, 
aad  you  may  perceive  it,  but  when  roade  at  the  begin- 
Ding  of  a  llne^  it  is  Icarcely  perceptible  ;  this  time  of 
life,  upon  which  we  lit,  is  but  a  point  cf  eternity  :  O 
eternity  will  amaz«  you,  and  make  this  time  fliort, 
yea,  nothing ;  Mofes  hence  **  fcrfook  Pharaoh's  ho* 
**  noor,"  becaufe  •*  of  the  plcafurts  of  fin  ft>r  a  feafon;'* 
^td  Paul  calls  afflidlions  Jljorf^  when  l>e  faw  *'  the  eier- 
"  nal  glory  which  fhould  be  revealed  :'^  O  that  you 
could  think  this  time  to  be  as  the  delivery  of  a  child 
by  many  pangs  into  the  world,  To  you  by  many  for- 
rows  are  paffing  a  fliort  paffage  to  eternity. 

3*  6y  making  earthly  things  nothing,  or  not  as  great 
thidgs :  A  man^s  friend  is  nigh  to  him,  but  there  be 
trees  and  hills  between  them,  and  if  ihefe  were*  down, 
or  he  could  get  above  them,  he  would  eafily  fee  and 
fay,  O  t  fee  him  coming,  he  is  even  at  the  door,  James 
V.  8.  ^  So  Chrifl  is  nigh  .unto  us,  and  we  to  him  ;  bat 
the  things  of  the  world,  mountains,  and  hills,  and  cat- 
tb,  kwd  ground,  this  and  that  flands  between  this  and 
otir  fight,  that  we  oannot  fee  tht  Lord;  ibeie  things 
sre  fo  great,  that  the  Lord  is  little,  that  tlroogb  near, 
W  cannot  fee  him ;  now,  when  God  cuts  down  ihefc 
things  at  ficknefe,  or  when  We  c^n  get  above  the  worW, 
now  we  can  fee  them  while  we  look  at  them  as  they 
are,  2  Cor.  iv.  Prov.^viii.  i.  *vThe  rich  man's  wealth 
is  a  tower  in  his  conceit,''  (all  things  are  fvvaycd  by 
cobceit)  pull  down  that,  now  you  make  all  naked  be« 
fore  you,  to  fee, the  Lord  nigh. 

Thirdly,  Do  thus  daily,  elfe  you  will  grow  fecure 
by  little  and  Uttlc  :    O  that  1  could  prevail  with  you    ' 
to  fet  before  you  once  a-day  this  time  I   how  would 

D4  it 
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it  keep  your  heatts  from  dreaAiing  and  doating  upon 
thcfe  things  :  1.  When  any  forrow,  that  day.  will  re* 
freidi,  2.  When  any  duty  done,  that  day  will  recem- 
pence.  3.  When  in  want,  yet  full  at  that  day. 
4.  When  in  niifery  now,  blcffed  then.  When  a. man 
is  ready  with  light  and  lamp  at  all  watches  of  the 
night,  O  bleffed  then  !  you  can'  hardly  keep  from 
fccurity  and  careleffnefs  by  this,  how  will  you  then 
do  without  it  ?  yoa  will  die  in  fecurity. 

S  E  C  T.    V. 

Ufe  4.  -LfET  this  be  a  warning  to  all  thofc  who 
"have  palTed  the  firll  age  of  their  Chriftian  life,  after 
you  have  waited  long  and  tarried  for  the  bridegroom 
take  heed  of  fecurity,  and  think  this  may  occafion  it, 
viz.  the  bridegroom's  delay  :  In  the  firft  heat  of  your 
youthful  aiTedlioDs,  there  is  not  that  danger  then  as 
now,  left  you  grow  decrepit,  paffive,  and  dull.;  and 
therefore  think,  whatever  elfe  I  do,  I  will  be  fure 
to  keep  this  door,  it  Ihall  not  come  in  here  ;  and  yet 
do  we  not  fee  men  fall  here  I  one  would  think  it  fiiould 
not  be  fo  in  thefe  times,  when  God  calls  fo  many  of 
his  fervants  to  heaven  to  him,  and  is  hacking  at  fo 
many  pofts .  and  pillars  of  this  tabernacle  ;  cfpccially 
confidering  withal  that  it  is  no  time  to  feek  great  things 
to  yourfelves :  *'  Thou  flialt  have  thy  life  for  a  prey," 
(as  he  fdid  to  Baruch.)  Who  is  it  that  thinks  it  long 
to  death,  that  is  within  a  day.'s  walk  of  his  grave! 
O  if  you  have  your  life,  you  are  well ;  you  may  be 
glad  of  a  place  to  die  in. 

CHAP. 
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^CHAP.    V.      SECT.   L 

0/CaBLiST^s  aviakening  Cry  befort  bis  Coming. 

Ver.  6.  And  at  midnight  there  'was  a  cry  made^  Beheld  the  .  BrkU' 
^room  Cometh^  go  ye  firth  to  meet  hmu  7.  Thun  all  tboft  Virgins 
arofc  and  trimmed  their  laml)s.  8.  Aud  the  Jltlifo  J^iid  unto  the 
"^ife^  Give  us  of  your  oil,  for  cur  lamps  are  gone  out,  9.  But  the 
'wifs  w:fivered,  foyifigt  JH-^t  fi^  left  there  he  not  eucuFb  for  %is  and 
youi  but  go  ye  rather  to  tbcni  thatfill^  and  buy  Jcr  yi^Lrfcives,        , 

TN  ihcfe  words  is  fet  down  the  preparation  made 
•*-  fometinie  before  the  bridegroom's  coming ;  and 
that  18  by  a  cry  that  "  the  bridegroom  cometb;'? 
and  therefore  the  churches  fliould  meet  him  :  This  is 
.  amplified  from  two  thkigs  chiefly  : 

Firft>  The  time  when  this  cry  was  made,  and  that 
was  at  midnight. 

Secondly,  The  cffc^  .that  this  cry  took  upoe  the 
virjrins,  from  ver,  8.  to  lo, 

What  fliould  be  meant  by  this  cry  is  dif}Hited  of.by 
fome  :  Some  think  by  it  is  meant  the  del'cending  of 
Chrift  frpni  heaven  with  a  ihout^  the  voic(^  of  the 
archangel .  and  trump  of  God,  i  Theff.  iy.  «//*.  which 
(as  I  do  not  wholly  exclude)  becaufe  there  fliall  be 
fuch  a  clamour  betbre  the  Lord  comes,  as  at  the  giv- 
ing of  the  law  :  fd  at  the  time  when  the  world  fliall  be 
judged  by  the  law  :  fo  this  circumftance  is  added  (as 
Pareus  and  others  interpret)  in  regard  of  the  parable, 
which  fpeaks  of  Chrill's  coming  under  the  fimilitiide 
of  a  wedding  folemnized  in  the  night- tiriie,  according 
to  the  cuilom  of  thofe  times,  who  when  ihey  corae 
forth  out  of  their  feveral  houfes  to  meet  one-another, 
a  cry  and  noife  is  made,  **  The  bridegroom  comeih." 

%r/>»  What  is  meant  by  the  coming  of  the  Lord, 
the  bridegroom  i 

Afif.  The  coming  of  Chrift  principally  here  meantj, 
:  is 
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is  that  coming  of  Chrift  either  to  general  or  particular 
judgment  in  the  latter  ages  of  the  WjorltL  Then,  for 
when«  aThef.  ii.  X,  2.  they  thought  the  comiag  o{ 
Chrift  was  near ;  fo  faith  be»  not  till  Antiahritl  is 
revealed  and  deftroyed ;  therefore  when  Antichrift 
in  difcovered  and  deilroyed,  and  churcbes  opoa  this 
refined,  Dow  there  remainihg  no  more  to  be  done  ia 
this  world  but  Chrilt's  coming,  all  promifes  beiog 
fulfilled  except  thai*  fo  that  they  live  ia  expe^tioa 
of  that ;  Chrill  (laying  and  not  coming  fo  fiion,  churches 
grow  iecure ;  yet  before  the  Lord  cornea  to  either 
Jttdgment  be  hath  his  cry :  yet  here  ia  to  be  meait 

,  the  coming  of  Chrift  at  other  ttmcs  of  ^  the  cbardi 
when  they  ihall  be  virgins ;  aad  hence  a  cooiniaild 
t6  Watch  that  enncerns  and  binds  all  to  be  rea^ 
againft  the  coming  of  Chrift,  whether  to  general  oc^ 
(mftictitar  judgment  at  deaths  or  any  other  earning 
of  the  Lord  in  this  life,  either  in  fpecial  mercy  to  bis 
people,  or  in  terror  to  hypocritea,  Luke  xviii.  Ghrift*a 
coming  to  hear  prayers^  and  to  avenge  himfelf  of  his 
(hurcb'a  enemies^  is  a-Coming.  When  the  Jews  ihall 
be  called,  and  Antichrift  deftroyed,  a  Thef.Ji.    ii  is 

n^ealled  ^[Uirift'^^oming :  So  tlie  fum  is  this,  loctk  as 
befor6  thd  bridegroom  meets  the  bride,  and  cry  is 
tttade  to  awaken  them  10  come  to  meet  bim  ;  fe  before 
Chrift  comes  to  his  fecure  churxibei  to  take  his  people 
Co  nearer  fellowfbip  with  himfeif  in  this  life,  or  at  deatbi 
<5r  at  jttdgment,  Chrift  hath  bia  cry  to  awaken  thens* 

&  E  C  T.     IL 

Obfitvmien  X.  1  HAT  before  Chrifrs  coming  to 
fecnre  his  churches,  tlie  Lord  will  fend  forth  his  cry 
to  awaken  thefe  churches,  to  gire  warding  of  and  to 
i^ake  them  ready  for  hia  cdtaing ;  his  coming  either 
at  the  laft  day,  or  at  death,  or  in  this  ti&^  to  take  IbttA 
telo  ftetfef  fellowiliip  with  bkiifeM: 

ft 


It  is  triev  Chf ift'$  06hri#|^  is  »t  i!^>fJDig[ht,^  ttt  d  ti^e 
vlvM  Mef  would  ih'ifAk  He  W6tfl<t  sec  ««iM  Sr  bcrf  yet 
at  undfii^t  (here  id  tbid  cr^,  t^h'teb  prep^r^  s(^  goes^ 
bdbre.kis  c^rfviivg. 

i^a<p/>^  Wfaart  w  Uwsr  cry  ? 

A*/:  It  t«  fioff  8  ftiH  toictf,  ^ut  tf  loiKt  cry,  trhidt. 
h«lh  tu  effea  for  ^hkh  God  fends  k.  Kow  tre  fli^ll 
flmt  in  fcriptura  tberd  rfr^  t^fi^  waytf  by  Whidti  Ootf 
cbtfe  uftwrtly  ahii^ftkeft  si  feCuife  fifiilef. 

Firft,  The  cry  6f  the  tiror  A  * 

gecondly,  Tfcd  f dite  or  cry  of  tlie  rt)d,  S*  thit 
^ofCbfiikis; 

Ffril,  Sometifllea  tfi€  tty  of  rhe  Word;  for  thus 
}olnl'(Ife.  Kh  3.)  i£f  c*lfed  d  cfier,  afld  Frov.  i.  M.-^ 
Zech*  vii.  7.  13;  Attd  this  is  tfee  fi/ft  totirffc  Ocrd 
tilled  fo  awaken^  by  fiv-ing  thd  firft  hofKmr  to  tke^ 
vwrd  J  this  18  fl?ercy  to  fed  If  tbat  Will  do  it.  Kour  ic^ 
i«  ft^it  6Vtfry  wofd  tb«  i^rill  vf  cto  a#«k^tf ;  fcf  fodny 
tim^s  it  rJiikcsi  mtn  more  fecufe  (is  fonj€  cM  fleep 
.  btfft  by  the  ftoifd  of  mttny  witers)  Ifa.  Vi.  <).  Wbed 
the  lard  fertt  to  fiat  them,  h^  fent  IfaiAb  to  predeh  tc> 
tbem^  however,  in  itfcif  it  is  a  cryofjGhfift?  Sud 
fitdow  doth  he  €bni?e  but  he  g?ves  Wai'ning  by  his 
fttnati  the  propbeti  :  biit  whert  it  doth  iwaketf,' 
tfiere  ife  fbefe  partictrlars  irir  it  thalt  It  ftiay  dWKketo. 
'  t'  It  is  a  Word  of  ftiTsjefty  Aftd  ^lory  ih  teHf^Gt  6f 
thbfc  that  brtog  it,  JirfgeS  ir.  i.  oite  thikf  preached  t^ 
them  (he'  was  na  angd  froto  bearert,  for  "it  rs  not  ftAd 
be  ttme  from  heaven,  but  from  Gilgirl  to  Botbith^) 
^hf  k  be  called  tn  Mgt\  ?  Becaufe  of  that  tirtjefty 
^►herewith  God  clothed  hifn,  when  be  came  to  t* 
Mke  them ;.  for  they  had  fnade  a  league  with  thd 
G«iaiatt?t4s,  and  they  began-  to  tet  them  it  (ttm^y 
and  he  comes  to  inform  them  they  Ihould  do  fo  ftiFI ; 
^ftd  (tecf  fti  eft  thiii  With  majefty  tipcm  their  hearis, 
a>!d  herice  they  fell  l6f  wcepiitg :  attd  thtaf  i$  ufrial  with 
Ae  hofd,  Wherdri  Jre  hsrth  a  time  whert  h&  will  ^- 
wikeA  mt^  to  jWirpwfe^  he  ptrts^  fpSrlt  of  glory  iktk! 
*^jefty  upon  bis  fervants  more  thau  ufually,  that 

the 
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tbe  moft  fecifrc  (hall  l<;e  fnorft  than  a  man^  tbey  ftiall 
fee  the  Spirit  of  glory  fparkling,  and  (hining  through* 
fuch  lanterns;  as  when  Ot>d  mtepds  to  harden  a- 
man  in  fecurity,  or  leave  him  for  a  time,  then  he 
ftiall  dcfpifc:  the  tncflengers.  of  God,  and  fee  no  more 
but  inaiii  and  fliall  -hiCve  ftrange  opinions  af  them; 
and  hence  Rev.  xi.  when  witnefles  are  raifed  up- 
sigain  to  confound  AntichriiUan  doctrines,  the  Spirit 
.1)^  life  from  God  entered  into  thcm^  that  great  fear 
and  awe  fell  upon  all  that  faw  them ;  fuch  light  Aiall 
Ihine  through  thcle  curtains,  that  men  Ihall  u<it  fteep. 
'  Secondly,  It  is  a  word  of  difcovcry,  and  that  of 
fome  fecret  hidden  vein  of  fin,  which  men  never  knew 
before  ;  for  when  a  man  is  once  grown  fccure,  it  is" 
wonderful  lo  fee  that  torture  that  lies  upon  a  fnan'& 
fpirit,  a  moll  palpable  and  plain  fm,  which  maybe 
fmelled  and  felt,  yet  it  is  nf^t  felt  by  himfclf,  like  htm 
that  fleeps  wht'Tl'the  fhip  is  fir>king,  he  knows  it  not; 
Qow'Avhen  the  Lord  doth  awaken,  he  dt>th  it  by  fuch 
a  difcQvery,  add  this  makes  them  lo4)k  about  them, 
Hfig.  i.  6,  7,  8,9.  12.  *' Becaufe  of  my  boale  which 
*.'  i?  wallc." 

Thirdly,  It  is  a  word  of  terror,  that  burns  as  well 
as  Ihlncs,  that  fo  they  may  indeed  be  awakened; 
for  though  *' Stephen's  face  fhines  like  an  angeV 
and  he  Angles  them  out,  **  O  ye  IlifF-necked  ;*'  yet 
the  .terror  <if  God  not  falling  upon  them,  they  are 
fecurellilL:  but  now  the  Lord  makes  his  word. full 
<rf  terror,*  it  awakens  them,  i  Sam.  xii.  They  would 
have  a  king;  they  were  told  of  thtir  forrows  ;  and 
Jjence,  '•  They  feared  the  Lord  and  Samuel ;"  and 
ijpw  u^ere  awakened  to  fee  that  which  they  never  faw; 
God  helped  forward  the  terror  of  expiating  of  fvme? 
ftutward  inifery.         .    - 

Fourthly*   A  word  of  power  to  awaken  fome  or 

other  among  the  churches,  and  this  makes  all  the  rcOi 

to  lo^k  about  theiii,  as  ufually  when  the  word  cotnes 

with  neverfuch  terror  and  n^ajelly^  we  ftiall  fee  men 

*  •  laH 
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fall lafleep  again,  without  they  fee  the  effe£t -of  tt  Ln 
-fome,  and  one  or  two  will  awaken  aU  the  reft;  like 
.  f\)me  that  are  afleep,  when   they  lee  others  up«  what 
.do  I  here  ?  Ifa,  xl.    The  Lorfl  {hev/s  how  he  comforts 
bis  people  ;  firft  it  is  by  the  crier  ;   and  then,  verfe  9. 
lo.  it  is  by  Jerufalem  :    when  Samaria  generally  re- 
ceived the  word,  then  Simon  alfo  believed  ;  when  the 
,  Jew  begins  to .  look  toward  the  Drd,  ten  men  fhall 
take  hold  f>{  his  Ikiris,   and  lay,   **  The  Lord  is  with 
**  you,"  Zech.  viii.  23.     Sometimes  this   is   the  cry 
before  ChriiVs  coming,  and  yet  men  may  fhake  iff 
.  their  fears,   defpife  the  light :    hence  the  Lord  hath 
a  fecoQd  cry,  and  that  is, 

S  E  G  T,     III.  ' 

Secondly,  1  HE  cry  of  the  rod;  for  there  is  a 
loud  voice  in. every  ro/d,  which  piany  times  thofe  that 
are  molt,  lecure,  niuft  .and-Q^all  hear,  Micah  vi.  9. 

•  *'  He  ihaU  fpeak  to  them  in  his  wrath,"  Pfalm  ii.  5. 
Kpw  what  are  thefe  ?    (I  fpeak  not  to  fequre  perfoias 

.alone,   we   know  how  the  Lord  doth  cxercife  them, 

•but  how  he  fpeaks  to  fecure  churches)  fometiroes  he 
hath  leflfer  blows  ;  but.  hie  that  is  not  awakened  by 
the  word,  and  the  cry  of  that,  is  feldom  awakened  by 
the  cry  of  fmaller  evils  }  he  may  be  ftartled,  but  feeing 
his  piHow  is  Uill  foft,  he  niufl  bear  it,  and  cannot  amend 

.  it,  he  ileeps  again.  Now-the  things  whereby  the  LorJ 
doth  arid  will  awaken  are  two*  '  .  . 

Firll,  By  bringing  churches  into  great  extremities 

,  and  diilrefsj^  that  they  know  not  what  to  do^^  icattcif- 
iog  them  one  from  am>ther  in  woods,  where,tbey  know 
not  what  to  do  for  bread.  Judges  vi.  the  Midianites 
prevailed  againft  them  feven  years,  until  they  fled  to 
d^ns  like  beails  hunted  up  and  down,  and  at  laii  they 

.have  no  bread,  but  begged,  apd  their  cattle  deftroyed, 
v.et;fe  6*  Now  they.C(ify  unto  the  liord,  becaufe  of 
the,  Midianite?,  ajd  he^  fent  a  prophet  to  make  them 
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^xy  f9f  fheitr  ^ ;  for  J^n  i«  4lie  nttur^  gC  a  tcc^ 
l^rc,  vbile  it  hath  any  thing  to  es^  it,  4t  wiH  imC 
fee  Qwakened  thoroughly,  if  it  be  in  «  Aeef^tng-vm; 
■nd  hence  the  Lord  dtftreffeth  them ;  hence.  Met. 
xxtv.  29,  30.  "aft^r  Airttehriftian  tribiilatioa  A^aftt  there 
be  worfe  f  Ves,  after  thaft  ^  fim  «Qd  moon  ihall  k 
darfteued/'  /.  e.  there  ftiaW  be  a  eonfivfioQ  of  all  thiap 
'(f )r  ft  is  the  language  of  the  e»ftern  couiitries  <b  to 
«xprefs  it,)  Dan.  xii.  x,  2'.  ^** 

Secondly,  By  mitiati-ng  of  cfinrches,  bneakiog  the 
candleftidks,  quenching  the  ltg!hts,  deli^rerkig  them  lo 
ijmlers,  until  the  land  be  almoft  lek  wilhent  inbebi- 
tanr,  fome  {lain,  fome  carried  iato captivity;  and  tio%r  \ 
confcience  cries,  word  cries,  and  rod  cries  aloud  td    ! 
awaken  them,  Ifa.  vi.  9.  **  Go  and  make  this  peopJef 
*^  heart  fat :"  Lord  how  long  ?    ^*  Until  their  houfe 
*'  be  defolate  :^'    and  then  you  hear  #f  the  ijpaiiiig  of 
m  little  remnatit  whom  the  Lord  Awi^ceas,  Amoe  npt. 
you  fee  them  fccnre,  Tcrfe  7,  8,  9.    there  is  captivi^    ■ 
end  plagnes  to  deftroy  families ;  will  the  Lord  deal  fo    I 
with  Jacob,  the  moft  excellent  f)eopIe  voder  heaim)  I 
**  Yea,  fetth  the  Lord,  I  abhor  them  t'*  tod  when  ymx 
'fee  them  on  the  hsxiks  of  Bafbylon,  then  tbey  tnacm" 
ber  Sioa^  Levit.  xxvi.  39,  40. 

SECT-     IV. 

Xeafon  n:  BeCAUSE  it  is  fo  difficult  to  awafcea 
tme  thoroughly;  no  'bonds  (next  to 'death)  :£>  ifarong 
to  keep  men  under  a  fecmity;  and  4ienoe,  £ph.  v.  14. 
ifeeping  andbiekg  among  tfaeilead  are  joined  together; 
.  mnd  hence  the  Lord  will  cry,  and  if  1^  word  caMMCi 
the  cry  of  the  rod  muft  and  ftaM. 

Rerfon  2.  In -regard  of  the  people  of  God»  who  ere 
fecnre  With  them  ^at  arc  vile  in  fccnre  ^^hvrehea ;  if 
Axt  Lord  had  Done  among  them,  he  «M»u1d  come  widi- 
tmt  cryhig ;  but  becaufe  they  ere  <here^ei»ong  thcfa» 
the  Lord  will  awaken;  but  ff  any  'do,  it  is  chiefly  for 
their  fakes;  for  though  the  Lord  do  penlon  and  wafli 

away 
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»wiy  his  peoples  fins,  yti  tfccf  come  not  t#  At  frdi- 
Ibn  of  pardon  withmit  faith,  Md  this  faith  is  nevet 
fevered  from  fcpentancc  ;  and '  hence  tfie  Lord  Hf'WL 
ttot  come  upon  them  unawares  before  he  bath  hrokeii 
their  hearts  (not  from  1n€rmUies,  for  they  will  I«4t 
todtath,  but)  brokeo  their  hearts  for  and  with  their 
innjuity,  their  chief  fin. 

ieafon  3.  In  regard  of  Cfartft  himfelf,  tiiat  fo  he 
may  be  received  with  efteeis,  and  attended  upofi  with 
til  refpect ;  for  let  the  Lord  fccw  never  fo  mnch  kind*^ 
nefe  10  a  fccure  finner,  he  i»  not  efteemed,  he  is  for. 
gotten,  buried  like  a  dead  carcaie  (a  dead  ChrHl) 
mit  of  doors ;  as  it  *is  with  tnen  that  fleep,  let  the 
kiag^and  \3fy  them,  proTide  nerer  lb  rat^ch  for  t^m, 
they  regard  it  not ;  fo  Deut.  xxxk  15.  Therefore  we 
fca!l  find  the  Lord  n^er  oomes  to  his  people,  but 
lie  comes  then  when  he  is  eftctmett ;  firA  the  Lord 
works  thie  efteem,  and  then  com?s,  Mat.  xxiii.  »/r« 
Chrlft  departs  till  men  fay,  •♦  Bleffed  be  he  that  oom* 
"  cth  in  the  name  ef  the  Lord.'* 

S  E  C  T.    V. 

Vfi  !•  JtiENCE  we  may  fee  the  dangerous  condt* 
tion  of  all  tliofe  thsft  fall  into  a  fccure  <x)Bdttit)n,  ani. 
fo  die.    '   • 

1.  That  have  been  -once  very  forward,  affs£tto8ate» 
ftrift,  tender,  &c.    bat  -now  tlicir  lamp  is  out.  • 

^2.  That  have  fcept  themfelves  and  )betr  hearts  from 
fcl.^eh'  larrrps  brrght ;  but>now  thongh  their  flirts 
Comnrft  foil  every  day,  they  arfe  fettled  ^pon  their  le«^ 
tod  their  fccnt  is  in  them,  and  their  lamp  never  drcft; 

'3.  That  did  once  delight  in  approaching  nigh  to 

Cbrift  in  his  ordinances,  in  going  forth  in  thrm  to 

tteetthe  bridegroom ;  but  tiow  tb^  not  only  negleft 

this,  but  take  delight  Aetein,  and  relft  upon  their 

>^^ ;  as  a  ileepy  man  takes  !iis  deli|^t,  'n^  In  his 

'  iTorki 
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-work,  but  in^  the  negle£i  of  it ;  an4  though  their  heartg 
tell  them  of  this,  yet  they  go  on  their  way,  and  die  fo; 
what  fhall  we  think  of  them  i  I  will  not  abfoiutely 
determine,  but  they  give  ihrewd  figns,  that  they  are 
fallen  into  a  dead  fleep  :  for  the  Lord  will  awaken 
his  virgiiis  before  hiscoiiring;  nay,  he  , will  awaken 
very  many  others  for  their  fakes,  rather  than  they 
ihall  be  fecure;  look  as  it  was  with  Cbrift,  the  nearer 
he  camQ  ta  his  end,,  the  more  enlarged^  and  heaveoly, 
and  fpiritual ;  fo  it  is  with  them,  that  Iiave  the  Spirit 
of  Ghrifi :  Who  are  the  fervants  whom  Chrift  fliall 
bjefs  at  his  coming?  Luke  xii.  37.  "'  Bleffcd  are  tbofe 
that  (hall  be  fouud  watching  ;"  That  look  as  there  is 
no  fmaller  evil,  but  ufually  before  it,  cornea  the  Lord 
and  gives  warning:  fo  the  greateil  ancf  laft  evil  death, 
that  fo  ihey  niav  prepare  for  that ;  as.  Paul,  2  Tim. 
^v.  5,  6,  7.  *'  The  time  of  my  departing  is  at  hand :" 
Jlow  could  Paul  tell  that  ?  The  Lord  gave  him  fecrct 
hints  of  it,  he  could  fmell  that  'flate  before  he  faw  it, 
or  touched  it ;  he  could  obfdrve  by  the  courfe  and 
concurrence  of  providences;  'Now  my  oourfe  isfinifiicd,* 
thecorn  is  gathered,  -*'  All  in  Afiaforfake  me:**  fo  the 
Lord  doth  many  times  unto  his  people ;  however  he 
doth  keep  them  watchful:  O  conlider  it  therefore, 
you  that  are  lecure,  if  the  word  now  doth  not  awaken, 
yet  when  thy  fick-bed  comes*  and  death  appears, 
remember  this  truth  ;  but  remember  it  now,  I  carry 
the  brand  of  a. reprobate  upon  me. 

Ufe  2*  Hence  fee  what  little  caufe  any  man  hath 
to  take  pleafure  in  his  fecurity ;  no  pleafure  in  aay 
£n  (efpecially  to  a  holy  heart)  as  of  the  fin  of  fecun* 
ty ;  for  if  a  man  takes  pleafure  in  his  cups,  or  in  his 
coarfc  company,  or  in  dancing,  as  Herod,  or  in  gam- 
ing, Sec.  cnnfcience  will  give  him  knocks,  to  /every  Bit 
he  fnatchcth  here  ;  there  is  honey,  but  then  a  fting 
in  it  alf-^ »  huji  now  when  a  man^s  carriage  is  fair, 
outward  ciiuies  j>erfomied,  coiifcience  is  qaiet ;  when 
a  man  hach  been  at  work^  he  thinks  in  confcience  he 

may 


ihayflcep;  fordeepeft,  fweetell  fecurity, comes  after* 
molt  work  done;  it  is  but  a  negletl,  a  flip,  which 
I  hope  to  recover  out  of  one  day;  it  is  no:  an  unlaw- 
ful thing,  but  a  lawful  that  I  quiet  my  heart  upon:  now 
I  have  good  company,  freedom  from  dangers,  ordi- 
nances, curtains  drawn  about  me,  the  be(l  fleep  with 
me;  and  what  hurt  is  here?  but  fee  the  little  caufe 
you  have  to  fle'^p,  efpecially  in  this  country.     ' 

Firll,  If  will,  not  be  your  rell  always,  for  there  muft 
and  will  come  a  cry;  Mofes  took  but  little  delight  in 
Pharaoh's  pleafures,  they  were  but  for  a  feafon ;  and 
therefore  as  the  Lord  there  faid,  Micah  ii.  lo.  *'  De- 
'*part,  this  is  not  your  relt." 

Secondly,  If  the  word  doth  not  awaken  you  out  of 
it,  your  cold  prayers,  your  heartlefs  hearing,  your 
careiefs  walking  with  God,  *that  your  lamps  be  not 
burning  (burning  love  to  the  Lord  and  his  people, 
Diining-holinefs,  fo  as  others  may  walk  after  your  light, 
*nd  be  glad  to  follow  you)  that  prefent  pleafure  you 
iake  is  the  rotten  wood  that  breeds  the  worm  of  a 
Jnawing  confcience,  when  in  the  time  of  your  irou* 
>le,  it  fiiall  fay,  what  hath  your  idlenefs  gained  to 
rou?  and  it  is  the  fore-runner  of  mifery;  that  if  light- 
^  raiferies  ^ill  not  do,  ihe  Lord  will  bring  feven 
rfagiies  more,  and  drive  yoil  into  a  wildernefs,  and 
here  (hall  you  be  familhed  for  want  of  bread ;  and  if 
bis  will  not  do,  God  will  fend  fpoilers  that  fhall  fell  ' 
'ou  for  flaves,  and  that  Ihall  carry  you  away  captives; 
fld  then  you  .(hall  remember  Zion,  and  the  days  you 
lept  over  your  time.  Find  any  fin,  but  fecurity  in  it 
nil  make  a  defolate  country  and  families;  if  you  fm 
nd  reft  in  it,  (though  not  grofs)  nay  do  but  decay  m 
^hat  once  you  had ;  many  fay  it  is  more*  here  than 
l^er;  I  deny  it  utterly,  unlefs  it  be  to  them  that  are 
Jcure;  and  if  it  be  fo,  the  lofs  of  your  firft  love  (a 
nail  thing.  Sec.)  will  haften  breaking.  Let  this  truth 
lerefore  be  a  burning  beacon  to  awakf  n  you ;  for  God 
ill  make  this  word  good,  and  not  lei  one  title  of  ic 
Vol.  li.  ^      E  fall 
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fall  to  the  ground.  Ezra.  x.  3.  them  that  tremble* 
put  awTiy  their  llrange  wives,  and  wept  fore  for  it;  foC 
do  you;  you  think  you  may  have  this  and  the  LordI 
too;  true,  but  the  LordMvill  not  long  abide  with  joa^ 
-if  fecure/ 

Ufd  3.  Hence  fee  the  reafon  why  the  word  ftrikes 
deep,  and  is  very  fmart  fomeliraes  upon  the  confcienccJ* 
of  men,  that  a  man  fpeaks  as  if  he  were  in  their  vcrf! 
bofom,  that  a  man  faith,  God  is  here,,  that  the  Lorf 
leaves  thee  with  fad  qualms  upon  thy  confcience,  and 
no  peace  from  all  (it  is  often  fanftified  unlefs  no  grace) 
nay,  after  all  this  affliftion  comes;  if  thou  wert  not 
fecure,  why  would  the  Lord  cry,  make  his  word  cry, 
and  his  rod  cry  ?  &C-  and  therefore  be  not  weary  of 
either,  but  blefs  the  Lord  for,  and  quietly  bear  both; 
unlefs  I  had  thofe  terrors  within,  and  affliftions  with- 
out, •!  had  gone  allray.  Pfal.  xx'xii.  4,  5.  David  was 
fecure  and  kept  filence,  he  confcffed,  an/d  the  Lord 
pardoned;  for  this  (hall  every  one  that  is  godly  fc^k; 
O  fo  do  you!  think  then,  am  not  I  in  the  number! 
O  let  me  feekthen  andconfefs  my  fin! 

CHAP.   VL    SECT*    L 


0/  the  Certainty  of  Cbrijt'^s  coming, 

I^HAT  though  the  coming  of  Jefus  Chrill  to  his 
•  churches  be  late,  yet  it  is  certain. 
For  though  it  be  midnight,  yet  becomes  we  fee:  for 
this  coming  at  midnight  is  not  td  be  underftood  of  the 
laft  day  of  judgment,  which  (hall  be' at  midnight  (as 
the  Rabbins  and  Monks  in  their  devotions  conceive] 
for  Chrift  fpeaks  here  of  his  coming  to  particular 
judgment  alfo,  which  Is  not  always  at  midnight: 
the  fcope  of  the  parable  is  to  provoke  to  contioea 
waichfulnefs ;  becaufe  though  the  Lord  doth  not  coin< 
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an  tlie  beginning  of  the  night  (as  was  the  cuflow  of  the 
Jewifh  marriages)  yet  he  will  come  late^  even  when  you 
look  not  for  him  ;  even  at  midnight  there  is  a  cry.  I 
confefs  the  Lord  fpeaks  principally  of  his  coming  to 
judgment;  yet  it  is  true  of  any  other  coming  of  Chri(^ 
to  his  people  in  this  life ;  and  becaiife  particular  examples ' 
^nd  inllances  are  llie  roots  of  general  ttulhs  (as  circum- 
cifion  a  feal,  fo  all  facraments  are  fo;  Chrill  is  a  Savi- 
our of  his  people ;  it  is  meant  of  great  falvation  at  laft< 
yet  is  true  of  all  falvation  befide)  therefore  I  fhall  fpeak 
of  the  coming  of  Jefus  Chrill  to  his  churches  and  fer- 
vants  in  the  general ;  and  fo  involve  the  whole  coming 
of  Ghrift,  for  the  more  life  and  comfort  to  us; 

Now  we  Ihall  find  that  the  fcripture  fpeaks  of  a  fix- 
fold  coming  of  Chrill,  that  as  all  our  deliverances  are 
butlhadowsof  our  great  and  lad  deliverance;  foChrill'd 
coming  is  now  but  a  fhadow  of  his  great  and  lad  com- 
ing- 

Firil,  Ghrift  is  faid  to  come  to  his  people,  when  he 
comes  to  hear  their  prayers,  Luke  xviii.  8.  And  the 
Lord  argues  ftrongly,  will  an  unjuft  judge  avenge  and 
help  a  widow,  a  ilranger,  when  ihe  is  importunate; 
and  will  not  the  Lord  hear  his  eleft  and  chofen?"  yet 
"  when  he  comes,  fhall  he  find  faith  ?"  /•  c.  fuch  pray- 
ers o^  faith  as  (hall  continue;  O  nol  but  foon  apt  lo 
be  weary  before  the  time  comes« 

S  E  C  T.     IL 

I    (Ji/Vfif.    ^JDUT  if  they  ceafe,  how  do  they  pray 
night  and  d^y  I 
[  Anf,   I.  Becaufe  they  do  fo  for  a  time. 

2.  When  they  ceafe,  then  they  are  ringing  in  God's 
lars;  fo  that  let  the  prayers  of  the  cleft  for  any  mer- 
:y  be  once  ofiered  and  prefented  as  incenfe  before  the 
^rd,  the  Lord  will  not  be  worfe  than  an  unjuft  judge, 
wver  to  cpme  to- his  people. 

E  2  Secondly, 
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Secondly,  Glirift  is  faid  to  come  to  fulfil  his  pro* 
mifes;  for  fonictimes  the  Lord  keeps  his  people  ex- 
ceeding fliort,  and  gives  his  people  anfvvcrs  to  their 
prayer  in  particular  promifes  (you  find  it  lo)  Pfalm 
lxxxv.*8,  9.  "  I  will  hear  what  the  Lord  will*  fay, 
*'  for  he  will  fpeak  peace  to  his  people,'*  th«t  fo  they 
may  live  by  faiili,  and  glory  more  in  the  Lord  than  in 
themfelves;  yet  he  will  come,  though  it  be  very  long, 
Heb.  X.  36,  37.  *'  Ye  have  need  of  patience,  that 
•'  ye  may  receive  the  promife;  for  yet  a  little  while," 
&c.     We  think  this  long,  yet  it  will  be  fo. 

Thirdly,  Chrill  is  faid  to  come  to  his  people  when 
he  fpeaks  peace,  and  breaks  the  clouds  of  fears  and 
troubles,  and  fhines   upon  his  people;  f9r  while  the 
Lord  is  angry,  and  hides  his  face,  that  a  man  is  be- 
yond  fight  of  the  face  and  love  of  God,  now  God  and 
Chrifl;  is  faid  to  be  gone;  fo  then,  when  he  returns  to 
fpeak  peace,  now  he  is  faid  to  come,  as  that  martyr 
faid,  *  He  is  come.'    Zech.  i.  16,  17.  "  I  am  returned 
**  to  Jerufalem,  with'  my  mercies,  and  the  Lord  will 
**  yet  comfort  Zion;'*  for  when  the  Lord  forfakes  his 
people  for  feventy  years,'  and  takes  away  all  his  ordi- 
nances, the  external  vifible  figns  of  his  prefence,  one 
would  think  he  would  never  come,  yet, the  Lord  will 
come  and  comfort  his  people,  Ifa.  Ixi.  2.     God  bath 
fen't  and  anointed  him,  and  the  Spirit  hath  filled  him,  * 
and  he  is  as  willing  himfelf  to  comfort  them  that  ] 
mourn,  nay,  when  they  have  the  fpirit  of  heavinefe ;  j 
and  when  it  is  done,  Chrill  is  come;  then  that  is  a 
coming  of  Chrifl. 

Fourthly,  There  is  a  coming  of  Chrift  when  he  ^ 
comes  in  more  full  meafure  of  his  Spirit  to  his  people, 
and  that  in  his  ordinances;  for  there  is  a  ftate  and 
time  of  Chriftianity,  wherein  a  man  is  carnal  and  | 
blind,  andfthe  image  of  Chrifl  darkly  flampt  upon  the 
foul,  and  is  exceeding  weak ;  now  the  Lord  is  faid  to 
come  when  he  doth  this,  Jobxiv.  18.  "  I  will  fee  you 
**  4gain,"  and  *'  I  will  not  leave  you  coanfortlcfs/' 

orphans 
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orphans  alone,  without  any  one  to  take  care  for  you; 
now  though  it  be  long  before  the  Lord  do  come  here; 
yet  come  he  will,  when  the  Ibul  thinks  it  impofiible, 
and  the  thing  incredible;  "  Behold  thy  God,  thy  King 
"  cometh,"  Ifa.  xl.  9.  with  23.  **  He  Ihall  come  like 
"Jbe  ram  upon  the  fleece  of  wool." 

Fifthly,  Chrift  is  faid  to  come,  when  he  comes  to 
dellroy  and  root  out  the  enemies  ot  his  cluirch,^  whe- 
ther outward  or  inward  eilemies,  Ifa,  xxvi.  21.  Now 
grSint  it  be  long,  the  Lord  doth  iuflfer  them  to  prevail, 
and  to  be  pricking  briars  to  the  hearts  of  God's  peo- 
ple, and  to  the  heart  of  God's  Spirit  in  his  people,  yet 
he  will  calne;  and  hence  the  church  pleads  this  with 
God  as  an  ui'ual  thing  with  him,  Ifa.  Ixiv.  x,  2,  3. 
He  comes  when  men  look  not  for  him,  yea,  he  came 
fo  here;  and  the  name  of  God  lies  upon  it,  to  make 
known  his  name  to  Uis  adverfaries,  Ifaiah  Ixvi.  5.  ^ 
**  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  that  tremble  at  his 
**word;  your  brethren  that  hated  you  and  tali  you 
*'  out,  faid,  Let  the  Lord  be  glorified ;  he  fliall  appear 
*'  to  your  joy;  but  they  Ihall  b:; -afhamed." 

Sixthly,  Ghrill  is  faid  to  come  to  the  foul,  when.he 
comes  to  it  at  death,  to  abolifh  all  fui  and  forrow,  and 
to  po'ffcfs  the  foiri  of  immediate  fellowfliip  with  himfelf; 
and  at  judgment,  when  the  great  marriage  day  fliall  be, 
and  the  bridegroom  and  the  bride  made  ready  in  their 
pcrfcfl  glory,  to  the  view  of  all  the  world,  John  xiv.  3. 
O  many  a  one  is  troubled  now,  the  Lord  is  gone  from 
it  mediately  to  comfort  it;  "  Let  not  your  hearts  be 
**  troubled, '*  you  have  a  God  and  his  word  to  believe 
in,  cleave  to  that,  and  me  'm  it;  but  when  death  comes 
again(i  tiie,  and  enemies  come  againil  me^  and  heart 
fails,  and  eye  fails,  will  the  Lord  come?  Yes,  I  will 
come  again,  for  I  go  but  only  to  prepare  a  place  for 
you,  and  make  heaven  fweet  and  ready  for  you ;  fome 
would  have  all  Cbrilt's  coining  here,  but  there  is  fame 
hereafter. 

Ei  SECT. 
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/  . 

SECT.      III. 

Reaf.  I.  Because  the  love  of  Jcfus  Chrift  ue- 
ver  fails  his  churches  and  people;  love  will  keep  nieti 
from  being  ever  abfent  from    the  thing  they  love: 
(Now  look  as  it  was  with  Lazarus  whom  Chrift  loved, 
John  xr.  3.  he  heard  that  he  was  fick,  he  could  have 
come  then,  but  he  fingers  and  flays  until  he  be  dead, 
('*  behold  Lazarus  is  dead")  yea,  till  he  had  been  four 
days  dead,  and  then  awakens  him  again,  and  La2arv3 
inull  come  forth  of  his  grave,  to  fliev^  forth  the  ever- 
lafting  love  of  the  Son  of  God,  ver,  4.    For  there  ;,rc 
two  things  in  ChriU's  love ;  firft,  it  is  pure  independ- 
ent, and  dear,  Prov.  viii.'  ult.  hence  he  will  not  ever 
be  abfent;  for,  i.  If  it  be  dependent,  then  we  might 
fay  (as  we  change  he  changetb)  he  was  good,  but  we 
have  provoked  hini  fince,  &c.     2.  If  independent,  yet 
it  is  apt.  to  forget,  he  minds  me  not,  nor  my  prayers, 
nor  forfows:  Yes,  it  is  exceeding  dear,  and  affurcs  us 
of  all;  if  he  in  love  came  to  fuffer,   what  will  he  not 
come  to  do,  and  that  when  the  church  is  mod  withered, 
Zech.  iii.  1,  j,  3. 'and  hence  faith  the  Lord,  **  why 
**  faycft  thou,  the  Lord  hath  forfaken  me  and  forgotten 
*'  me,  when  written  upon  the  palms  of  my  hands?" 
Ifa.  xlviii.14.  \ 

'  Reaf,  2.  Left  their  fpirit  fail;  O  the  Lord  is  very 
tender  of  that;  he  that  bids  parents  not  to  be  bitter  to 
their  children,  left  their  fpirits  fail  and  be  provoked, 
%vill  not  do  it  himfelf,  Ifa.  Ivii-  17.  <'  he  will  not  al- 
♦'  ways  contend,  left  the  fpirit  fail  before  him,  and  the 
**  fouls  that  he  hath  made;'*  O  remember  this  now 
how  apt  is  the  fpirit  of  a  child  of  God  to  fail  upon  this! 
what  more  bitter  than  God's  abfence ! 

Reaf.  3.  Becaufe  to^come  late,  is  many  times  the 
beft  time,  for  he  comes  eveir  in  the  fulnefs  of  time;  if 
he  fliould  come  fooner  or  latter,  h^  fliould  not  come  ia 
feafon  tQ  his  people,  .    • 

VJtu 
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Ufe  r.  Of  unrpcakable  confolaiion  to  the  people  of 
God  that  lie  under  fad  and  heavy  perplexities  in  rcfpcft 
of  the  Lord*8  abfence  from  them  (as  for  you  that  can 
bear  this,  that  fay  to  God,  depart  if  he  will,  this  con- 
cerns not  you  at  all)  and  the  Lord  being  gone,  you  \y 
under  fad  thoughts  that  he  will  never  return  again  j  yes, 
you  have  now  heard,  he  will  come  and  return  again, 
'   *'  Say  unto  Zion,  behold  your  God  cometh.'* 

OI)j>  But  what?  when  I  have  been  fecure  and  care-  . 
lefs  withal? 

Anf,  Yes,  though  the  virgins  flecp,  yet  the  Lord  will 
come  to  them;  for  if  his  love  did  depend  upon  your  ■ 
watchfulnefs,  he  might  never  return,  only  it  may  be 
longer  as  to  thefe,  and  he  will  awaken  you  iometime 
before  he  doth  come;  and  truly  to  mourn  for  his  ab- 
fence is  to  awaken  with  him. 

Obj^  But  it  hath  been  thus  long  before  the  Lord  come*, 
and  therefore  he  will  never  come. 

Anf.  Thoughlong,  yetyoufeehecomesatlafttothem; 
firft,  the  cry  fays  fo,  and  then  he  comes;  rainifters  tell 
youfo,  and  it  is  not  longafter;  nay  then  is.  the  very  time, 
when  fo  long  as  you  look  not  for  him,  as  here  to  thefp. 

SECT.     IV.  . 

Obji    But  I  know  it  not  ? 

Anf.  God  keeps  his  bed  bleffings  (and  perfumes 
them  long  in  his  own  hand)  from  bis  own  children; 
as  Ifaac,  David,  Abraham^  Sec.  but  it  is  bed  you  know 
it  not. 

Hall  thou  been  feekino;  the  Lord  for  his  prefence 
(that  the  Lord  would  but  fee  and  confider  thee^a  little) 
until  thine  eyes  fail  ihce  ?  and  do  you  think  the  Lord 
tvill  ever  forge't  ?  I  tell  thee,  if  Peter  were  in  prifon, 
prayers  would  deliver  him,  and  fetch  angels  Irom  hea- 
ven to  him;  though  the  church  of  God  lay  defolate, 
fins  great,  yet  llie  prayer  of  Daniel  Ihall  bring  down 
Words  of  command  to  make  all  up  again  ;  **  If  thou  be 

E4  *  in 
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**  in  any  want,  be  careful  in  nothing/'  &c.  "  Heaft- 
*'  cd  thee  life,  thou  gave  him  long  life  for  ever  ande- 
*'  ver;"  nay  when  thou  ceafeft,  thy  prayers  have  their 
cry,  when  thy  mouth,  when  thy  heart  fpeak  not;  for 
prayers  are  not  dead  things  but  living,  begotten  by  a 
living.  Spirit,  prefcnted  to  a  living  God,  by  a  living 
Mediator,  who  takes  tbem  and  prefents  them,  Heb.  vii.  [ 
and  though  unclean,  yet  being  laid  on  that  altar  thejr 'j 
become  holy.  I 

Oij\  O,  but  I  am  fed  with  nothing  but  promifes;  I    . 
x^annot  deny  them,  but  I  feel  them  not;  I  think  I  fliall 
never  meet  the  Lord,  Ifa.  Iv.  lo.  Look  as  the  rain  on 
the  dry  ground,  yields  fruit,  fo  my  word  ftiallgive  you    [ 
joy  and  peace,  and  the  defire  of  your  heart:     Can 
a  man  live  by  promifes  ? 

Anf,  Hezekiah  faith,  ^*  B^  tbefe  things  (/.  e.  affldiions)  ; 
'*  do  men  live;"  why  not  by  promifes?  the  words  i 
Chrift  fpeaketh,  they  are  fpirit  and  life;  David  did,  | 
2  Sam.  xxiii.  5..  Heb.  x.  *^  The  juft  fliall  lively  his  , 
"  faith ;"  and,  **  If  any  man  draw  back,  my  foul  ihall  j 
**  have  no  pleafure  in  him,"  /.  r.  wholly.  It  is  admi-  ^ 
rable  hoTw  the  Ifraelites  had  a  promife  of  the  land,  and 
many  wars  muft  they  have,  and  yet,  Jofh.  X^iii.  14, 15. 
**  Not\)ne  thing  hath  failed  of  all  that  the  Lord  hath 
**  promifed."     So  I  fay  to  you. 

06J.  O  but  I  have  been  long  in  trouble,  and  iiai'c 
had  no  peace?  , 

"  Anf.  Jiaft  thou  been  longer  than  David,  whofe 
tnoifture  was  dried  up,  who  had  nothing  to  prefent 
before  the  Lord,  Pfal.  vi.  but  weaknefs,  and  bones' 
vexed,  ver.  2.  a  foul  vexed,  ver.  3.  and  t)iat  long 
weary  With  groaning,  ver.  6.  tears  in  the  night  when 
others  are  at  reft,  his  eyes  confuraed  with  grief,  and 
yet,  ver.  8,  9.  **  The  Lord  hath  heard  the  voice  of  my 
'*  weeping,^and  prayer  too;"  forrows  cry^  and  fins  cry 
plfo;  and  hence  he  faith,  **  Depart  froi;i  n\e  alive 
^^  wx)rkers  of  iniquity,"  Sec. 

OiJ.  But  I  an]  fo  weak,  my  heart  fo  firait^ned,  (o 
,  little 
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little  light  and  life,  and  feeking  I  have  been  for  more, 
and  .find  it  not. 

AnJ.  If  Cbrift's  pre  fence  be  fweet,  and  his  ablence 
bitter,  that  you  feek  not  for  your  lufls  fake,  but  the 
iord's  fake,  then  know  that  the  Lord  will  return  a- 
gain,  as  verily  as  he  is  gone;  **  be  will  not  leave  thee 
"  comfoftWs;"  you  fliall  have  what  is  fit  for  you,  to 
kc«p  you  humble  and  faithful ;  it  may  be  one  fermon 
may  do>qiore  good  than  twenty.  John  i.  50.  '*  Doft 
*'  thou  believe  becaufe  I  faw  thee  uiider  the  fig-tree? 
"  thou  flialt  fee  greater  things  than  thefe^;"  God  hath 
greater  things  to  ftievv  thee,  if  the  Lord  hath  *'  tranf- 
*'  lated  thee  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Spn;'*  hence 
it  is  faid,  ''  Of  the  encreafe  of  hi3  government  and  peace 
*'  there  fhall  be  no  end,''  Ifa.  ix.  7. 
Obj.  But  enemies  may  oppofe  us?  . 
Anf.  Let  it  be  fo;  but  what  if  the  Lord  be  with  you? 
Obj,  But  he  is  gone. 

Anf.  No,  the  Lord  either  will  come  before  trouble, 
to  deliver  you  from  it,  as  Afa  when  a  troop  came  a- 
gainft  him,  2  Chron.  xv.  ii-  *'  Let  not  a  man  prevail 
againft  thee:"  Afa  had  wrapt  God  about  him,  cloathed 
himfelf  with  themajelly  of  God  by  faith,  Ifa.  Xw.penuL 
They  (hall  gather  together,  and  fliall  come  againft 
them,  but  they  Ihall  not  profper,  becaufe  the  Lord 
is  come  :  or  if  he  doth  ftay,  yet  he  will  give  them  feme 
blood,  and  come  upon  them  for  your  blood;  **  He  that 
*Vlheds  man's  blood,  by  man  (hall  his  blood  befhed;'* 
but  fuch  as  flied  churches  blood,  by  God  ftiall  their 
blood  be  fhed ;  the  fouls  under  the  altar  fliall  cry,  and 
then  coaies  wo;*he  will  do  fo  in  Germany,  if  there  have 
been  churches  blood  flied  ;  he  is  making  way  for  glo-' 
rious  deliverance,  when  God  lliall  come  and  the  wick- 
ed fliall  melt  away  as  wax  :  Lucifer  mud  fall  though 
lifted  up  with  pride.  David  was»iroubled  with  a  Saul 
and  ^  Doeg,  Pfal.  Iv.  but  God  fhall  pull  them  up  by 
the  roots,  &c.  many  of  God's  ftrvaots  \y  under  re- 
proaches and  revilings  (and  the   wioked  buaft  of  their 

fin) 
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fin)  God  fhall  pluck  them  up  by  the  roots  never  to  grow 
again:  Hypocrites  ly  hid  for  a  time,  but  all  the  church- 
es fhall  know  that  the  Lord  is  a  God  that  fearcheih 
the  hearts,  Luke  xii.  i.  Pfal.  xii.  5.  3.  No  good  man 
left,  but  fome  men  of  deceit  and  flattery,  fome  apoft- 
ates,  6cc.  We  are  in  tear  (in  this  country)  of  enemies; 
we  came  hither  to  (belter  ourfclvcs  under  the  wings  of 
God;  left  our  comforts  for  it;  here  we  are  at  his  polls,  * 
it  is  not  honours  we  feck;  and  now  it  may  be  enemies 
are  plotting,  or  will  be  coming  to  take  us  unawares, 
when  weak,  and  fo  run  away  .with  the  fpoil,  unlefs  vc 
will  be  bondmen  to,  our  former  yoke;  it  n^ay  be  the 
Lord. will  help  then,  Ezek.  xxxviii.  10.  20.  to  the  end. 
If  not,  it  may  be  the  Lord  will  refine  us  more,  and 
pu'-ge  away  our  drofs,  and  difcover  men  that  came 
hither  for  ordinances  and  for  peace  fake,  and  betray 
the  ordinances;  yet  the  Lord  will  come,  and. his  blow 
Ihall  ruin  them,  efpecially  if  we  awake  not  at  his  cry, 
Ifa.  XXV.  9,  10^  it  fhall  be  faid  when  the  terrible  ones 
are  blails,  "  Lo!  this  is  our  God  :  and  in  this  lAount 
*'  iliall  the'  hand  of  the  Lord  come." 

Oij.  But  ftill  my  fin  continues. 

Anf.  The  church  in  the  Revelations,  when  they  have 
all  things,  yet  are  abfent  from  the  Lord,  and  fin  before 
the  Lord  makes  them  fay,  *'  O  come  Lord  Jefus!" 
faith  Chrift,  '^  Behold  I  come  quickly!"  Chrift  will 
come  at  laft,  and  forever  comfort  you,  and  be  with 
you,  and  you  ever  with  the  Lord;  this  coming  to  be 
Aire  fliall  be,  and  what  then  though  you  walk  through 
the  vale  of  the  fliadow  of  death !  the  Lond  is  with  you, 
iLud  him  that  is  the  glory  of  faints,  tlie  joy  of  angels, 
the  rell  and  delight  of  Cod,  whom  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  have  looked  imto,  Ihalt  thou  fee  with  thofe  eyes 
find  be  with  him  forever,  and  then  fhall  he  give  double 
fer  all  thy  forrows,  fins,  temptations,  when  every  one 
ellc  fliall  leave  thee,  and  Ihall  rejoice  and  glory  in 
thee,  that,  ever  he  hath  got  thee,  and  (as  he  faid)  he 
will  then  ferve  thee,  Luke  xii.  O  his  coming  would 
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{wrallow  up  all  our  forrowsT  Chrift  tells  tJietn  of  no- 
thing but  tlrig,  John  xiv.  I  vvonder  at  Chriftians  that  are 
faddcd  at  loffes  and  evils  here;  why  the  Lord  will  come! 

SECT.    V. 

^fft.  JrloW  ihall  I  know  whether  the  Lord  *ill 

*corae  or  no? 

Ahf.  I .  If  the  Lord  ever  hath  or  doth  make  ihis  the 
reft  and  Hay  of  thy  heart,  not  only  for  righteoufncfs,  ' 
but  for  all  fulnefs  of  comfort,  and  that  not  only  to  thy 
confcicnce,  but  to  thy  heart  and  will :  for  many  relt 
on  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs,  but  what  comforts  their' 
hearts?  they  joy  in  other  things,  and  are  greedy  after 
things  in  the  world,  8cc.  Now  as  a  man  that  reds  on 
Chrill  for  righteoufnefs,  he  abhors  all  other  righteouf- 
nefs; fo  if  a  Chriftian  reft  on  Chrift  for  con  fol  at  ion, 
you  will  deny  all  other  things  to  comfort  you  alfo, 
Jer.  xvii.  5,  6.  **  Curfed  is  the  man  that  trufteth  in 
'"  man,  he  ftiall  not  fee  when  good  comes.*'  Pfal.  xxii. 
*'  O  Lord,  why  haft  thou  forfakenme?  I  trull  in  thee; 
**  our  fathers  trufted  in  thee  and  were  delivered;" 
Yes,  but  not  you  that  are  fo  poor  and  vile:  True,  I 
am  fo  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  but  on  God  have  I 
been  caft  :  to  truft  to  Chrift  for  righteoufnefs,  but  not 
for  confolation,  is  to  marry  a  man  to  pay  debts,  but 
not  to  live  upon  his  houfe;  try  if  it  be  fo  or  no;  thou 
feeleft^  the  Loud  gone,  yet  thy  faith  is  not  gone  from 
him.  '    ^ 

2.  If  the  Lord  hath  given  thee  a  heart,  whether  the 
Lord  comes  or  no,  not  to  trouble  ihyfelf  about  fuc« 
cefs,  and  tiirte  of  coming,  as  to  mind  the  doing  of  his 
work  againft  his  coming,  that  thy  heg^rt  is  refolved  and 
will  live  to  him,  though  he  never  comes  to  thee,  John 
ii.  5,  When- Mary  faid  that  wine  was  wanting,  faith. 
Chrift,  «'  It  is  not  my  hour;"  then,  *'  Whatever  he  bids 
**  you  do,  do  it;".  Heb.  x.  36.  *'  You  have  need  of  pa* 
iieuce;  for  all  impatience  arifcth  from  minding  inordi. 

jiatelj^ 
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oately  the  fuccefs,  what  the  event  will  be,  and  Mnc* 
ting  the  mind  there;  but  (as  a  poor  fervant)  when  a 
man  thinks  whether  Chrift  come  or  not,  thefe  fins  (hall 
down;  this  argues  love  never  to  be  forgotten;  Judges 
X.  1 6.  nothing  grieves  the  Lord  and  makes  the  Lord 
abfent,  but  becaufe  grieved  with  fin ;  mifery  comes, 
now  fin  is  removed;  it  may  be  no  affurance  whilftthoa 
died  or  livell;  yet  if  refolved,  my  foul  ftiall  follow  ihe 
Lord,  now  it  is  right,  &c;  But  if  while  the  Lord  is 
npw  gone,  your  hearts  a^e  jojly,  and  Ibofe  every  way, 
why  defire  you  the  day  Of,  the  Lord?  it  is  darknds 
to  you. 

CHAP.    VIL     SECT--  I. 

Of  GocPs  Compajfton  towardi  Wife  and  Foolijb  Virgw* 

Obf  I .   C  UCH  is  the  comjjaffion  of  Chrift  to  his 

^    people,  that  deep  fecurity  cannot  always 

make  the  Lord  to  rejeft  them:  and  therefore  wc  ihall 

find  three  exprcflions  of  the  love   and  kindncfs  of  the 

Lord  to  the  wife  and  foolifla  virgins  alfo. 

Fir  ft,  When  they  not  only  flumber  but  fleep,  and 
that  long,  even  to  the  coming  of  the  bridegroom  al- 
moft,  yet  Chrift  .  fpares  them,  and  doth  not  all  this 
while  cut  them  oflF,  and  bury  them  out  of  his  fight,  as 
men  that  do  fprget  him. 

Secondly,  He  prevents  them  with  awakening  grace, 
and  the  Lord  is  up  when  his  fervants  be  a-bed,  and  is 
awakened  for  their  good  when  they  are  afleep  and  re- 
gard not  him;  and,  firil,  by  his  cry  he  awakens  them, 
before  they  ihake  up  themfelves;  when  once  the  chur- 
ches fall  afleep,  they  would  fleep  their  long  fleep,  and 
never  awaken,  if  the  Lord  ftiould  not  by  fome  cry  of 
r)iher  prevent  them. 

Thirdly,  He  longs  for  their  fellowfliip  and  com- 
pmy  though  fecurc;  and  therefore  it  is  not  a  cry  of 
terror  and  wrath^  The  bridegroom  hath  forfaken  you, 

for 
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for  to  have  communion  with  yen,  yet  he  defines  that 
you  would  have  communion  with  him  ;  O  come  Out 
to  meet  him  ;  I  ihall  wrap  up  all  thefe  together,  be- 
caufe  I  (hall  be  brief.  Wonderful  was  the  grace  of 
Chrift  toward  the  old  world,  when  for  the  fpace  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  years  he  waited  for  them, 
who  after  they  had  been  an  hundred  and  nineteen 
fecure,  yet  then  the  fame  Spirit  that  waiteth  for  us  in 
thefe  days  of  the  gofpel,  preached  the  Lord  unto  them. 
Jeremiah  was  very  long  fpeaking  to  Ifrael  (as  the 
other  prophets)  in  fo  much  that  the  Lord  profeffoth 
to  fend  the  Kmg  of  Babylon  againft  tbem,  yet  the 
Lord's  heart  melts,  chap.  xxvi.  i,  2,  3.  **  Speak  unto 
"  them ;  it  may  be  they  will  hearken,  and  turn,  that 
"  I  may  repent;"  fo,  Jer.  iii.  they  had  polluted  the  law> 
ver.  2.  Ihowers  are  with-held  (which  is  no  great  mat- 
ter) fmall  evils  are  arguments  of  hearts  revolted  from 
God;  they  did  the  Lord  as  much  mifchief  as  they 
could,  and  were  fecure,  ver.  3.  Yet  mark,  **  Wilt  ihoa 
not  from  this  time  cry.  My  Father  ?"  Meet  the  Lord 
as  thy  hulband  ?  **  Will  he  keep  his  anger  for  ever  r" 
Nay,  the  Lord  caft  off  adulterous  Ifrael,  and  they  knew 
the  caufe,  yet  went  on  fecurely  in  the  fame  fins ;  yet 
•fee,  verfe  .14.  "  Turn,  O  backfliding  children:" 
Prov.  vi.  ji  6.  "  How  long,''  &c.  - 

S  E  C  T.     IL 

Reafon  I.  IN  regard  of  the  fooHfh,  there  is  no 
reafon,  but  the  Lord's  pity  and  compaffion  to  a  linful 
people ;  he  hath  compaffion  on  them  becauf<?  he  will;, 
for  he  doth  not  pity  people  only  in  refpedl  of  their 
miferies ;  but  in  refpefl  of  their  fins,  2  Chron.  xvi. 
he  fent  his  prophets  among  them  (and  they  defpifcd 
them)  "  becaufe  he  had  compaffion  on  his  people  ;** 
the  cords  of  grace  are  letdown  to  all  finners,  blaf- 
phcmers,  oppofars  of  God,  &g. 

Reafm  %.  In  regard  of  the  wife  virgins,  becaufe  his 

marriage^ 
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uiarriage*covenaat  with  them  is  not  fufpendetl  oti  aay 
thing  on  l\\B  peoples  part ;  for  though  there  is  a  con*, 
ditioa  which  the  Lord  requires  of  his  people  in  niarri* 
age-covenant,  yet  the  Lord  fo  requires  it,  as  that  he 
intends  to  work  it,  and  undertakes  to  maintain  it; 
and  there  is  no  evil  in  them,  but  he-  promifeth  in  this 
covenant  to  remove  ;  he  will  heal  them  of  it,  but  he 
will  not  call  them  off  for  it;  hence,  Eph.  v.  25.  Ghrift 
loves  his  church;  what,  becaufe  it  had  lovelinefs?  No, 
but  that  lie  might  wa(h  it ;  and  if  he  loves  it  to  this 
end,  that  he^night  wa(h  it,  then  no  pollution  can  make 
the  Lord  utterly  to  caft  it  off;  if  he  loves  becauCe  of 
deformities,  that  he  might  wafli  them  away,  then  none 
can  quench  his  love ;  hence  no  fecurity,  no  careleflf- 
pefs,  though  deqp,  though  long,  fo  loog  as  the  mar* 
riage-bond  between  man  and  wife  continues  ;  fo  loag 
as  no  fm  is  committed  that  can  break  this  marriage* 
bond,  fo  long  infirmities  or  other  diftempcrs  never 
feparate.  Now,  no  fm  in  them  that  are  given  to  Ghrift 
can  break  ^he  marriage-bond,  becaufe  it  is  wholly  un- 
dertaken on  the  Lord's  part ;  women  may  commit 
adultery,  and  break  their  marriage-Bond  becaufe  they 
are  not  kept  by  their  hufband  from  that ;  but  the  Lord 
undertakes  this  for  his  people,  **  to  put  his  fear  in 
**  their  heart,  that  they  (hall  never  depart  from  God." 
iiof.  ii.  19,  20.  "  I  will  betrothe  thee  unto  me  for  ever, 
♦*  and  you  fliall  know  the  Lord."  Hence  the  Lord 
may  humble,  but  never  utterly  rejeft  his,  for  fecurity 
in  a  lufl. 

SECT.  in. 

Ufe  I.  V-/.F  direftion  and  thankfulnefs  to  the 
people  of  God ;  O!  do  not  always  fall  to  fits  of  doubis 
after  fecurity,  though  deep'  and  long  (as  maiiy  Chrif- 
tians  do)  and  fo  are  ever  laying  and  pulling  up  foun- 
dations, after  moil  peace  of  confcience,  moll  fecurity, 
and  then  the  fea  rageth  again,  and  it  is  hard  for  any 
man  to  keep  his  peace;  have  you  had  fiidi  mcrc)-, 
^  .  and 
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and  love,  and  will  you  thus  be  carelefs  and  looic 
again  ?  Believe  it,  the  Lord  will  break  your  bones, 
if  yoii  love  your  beds,  and  not  give  you  red  till  you 
find  It  on  another  pillow  ;  but  yet  do  not  deny  his 
love,  though  you  have  forgot ;  do  not  fay  you  are 
not  virgins,  becaufe  fallen  afleep  :  and  that  the  bride- 
groom will  never  come  to  meet  you,  bicaufe  you 
have  lingered  in  meeting  him  ;  for,  "  Behold  he  com- 
•*  eth  :'*  I  know  there  is  a  difference  between  fecurity 
of  the  wife  and  fooliih ;  of  which  hereafter  :  The  dif* 
ciples  fall  afleep  in  the  garden  after  a  treble  warnings 
yet  it  was  againft  much  reluftancy ;  hence  Chrift  pi- 
tied them;  **  The  Spirit  is  willing,  but  the  flelh  is' 
*•  weak  ;'*  and  when  they  were  awakened,  their  vef- 
fels  were  not  found  empty  ;  Peter's  veffel  was  full  of 
love  to  Chrift  before,  and  when  the  Lord  awakens 
him,  he  tells  him  he  loved  him  ;  and  his  fall  and 
fecurity  for  a  time  made  him  more  humble,  and  love 
the  Lord  with  lefs  felf-confidence,  and  more  purity  : 
but  O,  wonder  at  it,  rejoice  in  it,  and  be  thankful  for 
it !  efpecially  you  that  have  fallen  into  any  fecure 
frame  fince  ye  came,  into  thefe  virgin-churches;  which 
you  cannot  but  do,  \S  you  confidcr  the  greatnefs  of 
this  An  ;  to  fin  and  be  long  fecure,  and  faft  afleep, 
is  flrange* 

1.  This  is  the  great  provoking  fin  ;  lookxthrough- 
out  all  the  book  of  God,  let  the  fin  be  great,  and  im- 
mediately after  confcience  fmitten,  bones  broken;,  and 
heart  awakened,  we  fhall  never  fee  the  Lord  but  he  is 
pacified,  the  Lord  hears  ti.eir  groanings,  and  remem- 
bers his  covenant ;  but  little  fins  fallen  into  and  by 
fecurity  continued  in,  the  Lord  vifits  for  this,  Plal.  1. 
When  a  ntan  fhall  not  only  fin,  but  take  delight  in  it, 
as  a  man  doth  in  his  fleep. 

2.  This  is  a  fin  in  places  of  liberty  and  ordinances, 
whereas  the  Lord  was  never  fo  good  to  thee,  and  thy 
heart  never  worfe  to  him  ;  never  fo  fecure ;  you 
thought  and  purppfed  never  to  be  fo  watchful  and 

tender 
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tender  as  now  ;  to  be  fecure  here,  greatly  aggravate* 
fecurity. 

3.  This  fin  i^'a  common  fin;  now  this  adds  to 
a  fin,  when  a  man  has  a  hand  in  a  national  fin,  thac 
runs  in  the  blood  of  all  the  churches ;  for  fo  you  fee 
it  \Pj  all  the  virgins  fecure  ;  when  all  forget  the  Lord, 
as  though  Vhere  were  not, enough  to  lay  more  loatL 
upon  the  Lord;  what  doth  this  but  harden  others  in 
fecurity  ;  thy  wives  hearts,  thy  brethrens  heart,  fucli 
a  one  is  fecure  ;  as  thoui^h.  it  were  not  enough  to  fight 
againft  the  Lord,  bur  giant-like  to  fall  ara;^ng  tive 
troops  of  theai^that  feourely  dilhonour  the  Lord: 
when  the  old  world  was  fecure,  we  heard  nothing  of 
that ;  but  when  the  fons  of  God  came  to  be  fecure, 
and  all  fla(h  corrupted  their  ways,  the  Lord  falls 
a  mourning,  and  repents  that  he  had  made  man:  whea 
any  fin  groweth  general  in  churches,  that  fin  is  raoft 
grievous  to  ^  God  ;  princes  children  when  they  fia 
alone  it  is  grievous,  but  when  they  take  part  with  all 
the  mutinous  crew  againft  their  father,  this  ftrikea 
deep ;  O  that  ever  mine  eyes  fhould  fee  this  evil. 

4.  It  is  a  fin  which  i^  the  laft,  and  is  the  ruin  of 
all  tha  foolifti  virgins,  and  perfects  their  perdition,  as 
here  it  did  ;  they  flept  till  it  was  too  late  ;  O  that  the 
Lord  fhould  not  cart  vou  off  for  this  !  admire  at  this, 
and  let  thy  heart,  and  houfe,  and  work  be  filled  with 
praife  for  .this  :  you  have  complained  loug  of,  a  fecure 
heart;  fee  it  humble  thee,  that  it  continueth  ;  but 
make  thee  wonder,  that  the  Lord  will  not  cait  thee 
off. 

S  E  C  T,     IV. 

Ufe  2,  1  O  all  thofe  that  have  been  long  fecure ; 
let  this  compaflion  of  the  Lord  awaken  you,  and  draw 
you  to  him ;  and  make  you  come  out  and  meet  him ;. 
and  give  entertainment  to  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  yet 
call  you  off  from  him,  but  yet  cries,  O  come  and  meet 
lue :  mcthinks  this ,  fhould  awaken  you ;  wbat^  bath 

not 
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Hot  the  Lor<l  cafi  ice  off  yet  ?  noi  but  bis  cry  tins  day 
is,  O  come  out  and  meet  me!  the  Lord  might  have 
cut  ihee  off  in  thy  fecurity ;  this  is  his  fcafon  to  others 
when  men  cry  peace,  peace ;  and  he  might  have  iet 
thee  ffleep,  and  never  awake  more  tiU  parft  hope ;  yet 
.lere  is  his  grace,  O  come  and  meet  him  1  and  will 
you  defpifc  it,  and  refufe  the  Lord? 

Oi/Vff.  1.  I  have  no  oil  in  my  veifel,  no  grace  itt 
my  heart;  what  ftiould  I  meet  him  for,  or  look  foi? 
him!  I  am  fo  vile  and  fo  fecure,  he  cannot  look  upon 

tTOC. 

Anf.  I.  You  have  the  more  need  of  receiving  him 
as  your  .bridegroom,  that  fo  yon  may  receive  the.eterji 
cal  anointing  of  his  Spirit  of  grace  and  life  in  yo\xt 
hearts. 

2.  Now  you  have  time  to  get  both. 

OijeSi.  2.  But  it  is  long  before  the  bridegroom  Coiiiesi 
there  is  time  cnodgh  for  this  hereafter. 

dnf.  1.  Would  you  never  look -after  the  Lord,  and 
feeing  betrothed  to  him,  till  the  very  tim«  of  his  com- 
ing ?  will  you  defpife  grace  to  the  utmoft,  and  Weary- 
out  grace  to  theJaft  gafp?  behold  the  Lord  fliall come^ 
and  ti>y  eye  fliall  fee  him,  and  wail  becaufe  of  him; 
and  the  Lord  will  make  thee  cry  out  on  thy  death- 
bed, and  warn  others  to  take  heed  of  tri6ing  witjj  the 
Lord  long,  who  didft  never  tak«  warning  thyfelf. 

2.  You  fee  when  the  cry  is  made,  the  bridegroom 
5s  not  far  behind;  now,  is  his  cry,  and  you  fee  fome 
that  did  awaken,  and  after  the  cry,  had  time  too  little 
to  trim  their  lamps.  It  may  be  many  cries  have  beea 
founding  in  thy  fecure  ears;  and  yet  there  is  time;  he 
is  not  come,  -grant  it,  and  will  you  therefore  defpife 
this  richvgrace  the  moi*e  becaufe  of  his  goodnefs? 

OiJeSl^  3.  But  I  am  well  as  I  am  without  the  bride- 
groom. 

Anf.  It  may  be  fleep  is  fweet  for  the  prefent ;  but  if 
thou  wert  awakened,  tiiou  wouldft  be  of  another  mind; 
there  are  many  here, prefent  that  can  fay,  they  thought 

NvKB.  VIL  F  themfelvea 
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thcmfelves  well,  Sec.  but  no\y  I  fee  my  error,  &c.  0 
Lord,  what  if  I  had  been  left  with  thele  thoughts;  yctj 
this  19  ever  the  frame  of  a  fecure  heart  (like  fwine)  weft' 
^vhen  it  is  in  the  mire,  bafking  in  the  fun. 

.1.  It  is  pleafure;  but  confider,  it  is  but  Ihort;  loog 
fecurity  will  end  in  hideous  affrights,  and  doleful  a-i 
wakenings,  for  one  day's  ihort  fleep:  1  remember Kiri 
neveh's  arc  ftt  out  by  this,  Zeph.  ii.  15.  "  This 
'*  the  rejoicing  city,  that  dwelt  carelefly;"  paintii 
©ut  their  niifery  for  this  fm  above  all  the  reft;  fow[ 
plagues  be  upon  you,  God  and  angels  fhall  point  at 
this  is  the  fecure  finqer  that  lived  loofly. 

a*  It  deprives. you  of  more  reft  and  cafe;  carnal fej 
curity  keeps  a  man  from  knowing  fpiritual  fecuritjj 
while  your  fm  and  fleep  is  fweet,  the  grace  of  Chri 
and  the  fenfe  of  his  love  ftiall  be  ftrangers  to  you,ati 
to  vour  hearts;  Ghrift  is  anointed  to  preach  to  a  wear 
not  to  a  fleepy  finner,  Ifa.  1.  4.  There  are  feafonsi 
refrdhinejs  and  coolings,  which  fuch  fiiall  never  knoi 

3.  THis  which  is  thy  pleafure,  is  the  Lord's  fomr 
and  grief;  look  as  when  the  finner  moumeth  uni 
his  fin,  the  Lord*s  heart  is  quieted,  Zeph.  iii.  17,  t 
**  1  faid  r  would  confefs,  and  thou  forgaveft:'*  Sowh* 
a  man  delights  in  his  fin,  the  Lord's  foul  is  then  grid 
ed;  and  the  more  delight,  tlie  more  grief;  ChH 
mourned  for  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts,  Mark,  v.; 
Now  grant  that  you  hnive  this  pleafure,  yet  what  j( 
is  it  to  think,  that  while  I  have  my  eafe  and  peaect 
Lord  hath  his  burden;  my  reft  and  peace  is  the  Lor^ 
forrow  in  heaven;  when  the  Jons  of  God  grew  flcW 
the  Lord  repented  that  he  had  made  man  ;  O  let  i 
groanings  of  a  compaffionate  God  awaken  you  out 
this  fecurity ! 

SEC 
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SECT-    V. 

OijtSl.  JDUT  there  is  none  fecure  here.* 
Anf.  It  is  hard  for  the  wife  not  to  fall  here;  but  tot 
^e  foolifh  not  to  fall  to  this  fin,  at  lead  to  be  long  pre* 
erved  from  it,  will  be  miraculous;  but  fiv  the  moil 
[art  of  men  not  to  be  drowned  in  it. 

1.  Have  not  divers  lived  and  never  been  ^wakened 
^  al(,  not  fo  much  as  to  cry  out,  I  am  a  damned  man» 
^hat  (hall  I  do?  thou  never  hadft  a  fpwk  of  eternal 
lames  ojf  wrath  to  kindle  thy  confciencei  and  that  af^ 
^r  an  ignorant  and  profane  life. 

2.  If  you  have  been  troubled,  have  you  not  fallen 
fteep  before  ever  yo\i  have  gotten  any  fettled  peace 
ttd  comfort  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  only  haft  got  fo 
tuchoil  as  makes  thy  lamp  burn,  and  gives  thee  a  name 
>  live,  when  thy  veffel  is  empty,  and  heart  is  dead.' 

3.  Have  not  manyj  nay  raoftof  thy  days  been  fpent 
Ithout  any  forrow  for,  or  reckoning  concerning  thy 
L'  it  may  be  you  have  a  lent  and  a  cleanfing  week 
meticQes ;  but  nioft  commonly  it  is  otherwife,  that 
fu  never  fee  fin,  but  fleep  in  it,  an^  fet  yourfelves  to 
f  on,  having  found  no  hurt  in  fuch  a  courfe  as  yet. 

4.  How  many  ufe  the  ordinances  of  God,  come  to 
ttn,  but  never  gain  good  by  them?  what!  is  there  . 
>gold  in  thefe  mines?  yes;  but  a  flothful  fecure  heart 
II  not  dig  for  them. 

5.  Nay,  ,do  not  God*s  cries  make  thee  fleep  the  faf- 
:?  he  taketh  away  a  great  part  of  thy  eftate  from 
se,  and  thou  lookell  upon  the  mifery  and  fliame  of 
p  and  poverty ;  and  thy  heart  dieth  away  with  dif- 
iitent,  and  grows  more  worldly.  If  light  be  dark- 
Ts,  if  means  of  wakening  be  a  means  of  fleeping, 
w  great  is  that  fecurity  ?  O  therefore  go  out  and 
«t  the  bridegroom!  ,  , 
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SECT.    VI. 

^eft.  OUT  how  Ihall  I  receive  the  Lord  as^ny 
bridegroom  and  huiband? 

Anf.  I.  See  what  thy  widowhood  is,  aad  forfaken 
condition.  Ifa.  Kv.  5,  6*  ^^  When  thou  waft  refoH 
"  the  Lord  loved  thee:''  what  creature  can  help  thee, 
when  the  Lord  forfakes  thee  ?  what  a  mifery  i«  it  to  live 
out  of  a  father's  hoiife! 

2.  See'  hia  love  that  he  makes  to  you,  otbervift 
you  will  never  conclude  it,  but^  firdc,  faying,  **  Tte 
"  Lord  forgets  me:'*  O  fee  his  love  he  makes  tothe^ 
to  receive  htm;  and  that  tfaQu  wouldeft  give  thy  cefl« 
fent  to  have  him,  that  thoii  mayft  love  him,  Ifa.  Ivi.i* 
A  carnal  heart,  a  whoriOi  lover  defires  to  clofe  witk; 
Chrift,  that  Chrift  may  give  gifts  to  it  and  love  it;  W 
a  virgin  that  Ihe  may  love  the  Lord,  and  be  wholly  ii%| 
and  this  will  anfwer  all  doubts;  wiiat  have  yoa  to^ 
with  Chrift,  and  all  that  mercy,  grace  aad  gtery  ?  0| 
it  is  that  I  may  love  the  Lord  more.  1 

ObjeBt.  It  is  prefumption*  I 

Anf.  No;  it  is  that  I  may  love  the  Lord  iadec^^ 
and  now  when  the  heart  is  drawn  here,  PfaL  xlv.  loj 
**  Then  fliall  the  king  have  pleafure  in  thy  bcautf'j 
plealure  in  thee,  and  all  that  thou  doft:  what,  in  m 
that  am  weary  of  myfelf  ?  Yes,  in  thee.  i.  Whco  taj 
forfakes  others,  he  will  meet  thee.  2.  Though  hed^ 
parts,  and  forrowa  attend  thee,  yet  thy  forrows  ikj 
be  turned  into  joy,  and  he  will  fee  thee  again,  andfl 
ver  ceafe  delighting  in  thee>  but  wrap  thee  up  iaen 
lafting  enbracings.  J 
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CHAP.   VIII.     SECT.    I. 

(3fChrift*i  comings  and  bis  amoaienin^  sleefing  Cbrif* 

fianim 

Vtsr.  7»  Tbcn  ell  the  Vtrgms  orofc  and  trimmed^  ^c. 


TN  thcfe  words  to  ver.  lo.  is  fet  down  the  effeft 
•*•  which  the  cry  had  upon  the  virgins. 

Firtl,  Upon  all  of  theili  in  general,  in  this  feventh 
verfe. 

Secondly,  Upon  the  fooliih  in  particular,  in  the  next 
verfes.  <i 

Firft  the  effeft  it  wrought  upon  all  of  them  in  ge- 
neral, both  good  and  bad,  is  let  down  in  two  things. 
I.  I'hey  did  all  arife,  /.  e-  they  were  thoroughly  awak- 
"cned  out  of  their  fecure  condition,  a.  Being  awaken- 
ed they  fell  to  their  work,  which  was  to^trira  their 
Jarops,  as  to  beautify  and  adorn  their  lamps,  which 
bad  now  lolt  their  light  and  beauty  by  foiling  them- 
feives,  and.  all  thtough  neglect;  now  they  trimmed, 
them,  when  firft  they  wiped  off  the  foil;  fecondly, 
made  fearch  for  that  which  was  necelFs^ry  for  the  ihin- 
lag  glory  of  them;  thus  far  the  iboliih  trimmed  tHeir 
lamps,  who  yet  did  not  find  Jhat  oil  in  their  veffels, 
which  was  the  main  thing  to  beautify  them  indeed, 
which  the  wife  had;  fo  that  they  all  trimmed  their 
lamps;  the  wife  trimmed  theirs  indeed;  the  fooliih 
iheirs,^  fo  well  as  they  could. 

'  Ohferv.  I-  That  the  feripus  real  apprehenfion  of  the 
nearnefs  of  Chrift's  coming,  is  enough  to  awaken 
Ihoroughly  the  moft  fccure  virgins :  1  lay,  if  virgins 
[efpecially  that  have  been  awakened  to  know  any  thing 
Df  the  Lord's  coming)  this  will  awaken  them  ;  for  when 
(he  cry  was  made  he  comelh,  now  they  all  arofe ; 
l^bilil  he  did  tarry  as  they  thought,  then  they  fleep ; 

f  3  ^  but 
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but  when  the  cry  comes,  that  he  te  near  and  coming, 
O  n  jw  they  awake. 

This  coming  is  meant  either  of  his  coming  to  the 
laft  judgment,  or  of  his  coming  to  particulat  judgment 
immediately  at  and  after  death  :  1  Ihall  apply  myfelf 
chiefly  to  the  coming  of  Chrift  at  death  to  his  people, 
becaufe  this  doth  chiefly  concern  us ;  the  near  approach 
of  this  will  awaken,  when  apprehended  near. 

Rom.  xiii.  ii.  When  the  apoftle  would  awaken 
them  out  of  fecurity,  *'  Your  falvation  now  is. nearer 
♦*  than  when  you  firft  beleived,"  /.  e.  that  perfeft  fal- 
vation  which  is  at  that  time ;  now  if  the  apprehenfioa 
that  it  is  nearer  than  at  firft  awakens,  much  more  when 
it  is  apprehended  fo  indeed.  Jam.  v.  8,  9.  There  it 
feems  divers  that  were  opprefled,  and  they  ready  to 
faint,  and  forfake  the  Lord,  and  wait  no  more;  what 
therefore  doth  he  do?  ''  the  coming  (faith  he)  of  the 
**  Lord  draweth  nigh.'* 

I  Sam.  xii.  19,  When  Samuel  told  them  before  that 
mifery  fliould  come  if  they  would  have  a  king,  they 
cared  not;  now  when  thunder  came,  that  they  fa* 
death  and  the  Lord  near  them,  now  they  feared,  and 
cried,  and  repented  ;  O  we  die,  fay  they,  pray  for  us: 
It  is  with  the  foul  as  it  is  with  iea-men,  when  they 
firft  fet  out  in  the  main,  if  the  wind  be  good,  and  all 
things  well,  they  take  their  reft  and  fleep;  tho'  going 
nearer  every  day  than  another ;  but  when  they  appre- 
hend they  are  near  tlie  Ihore,  now  they  lookout, 
though  in  the  ijight;  fo  here, 

SECT.    IL 

Seafcn.  I.  OECAUSE  here  a  man  fees  an  end  of 
his  fmful  way;  and  of  all  his  delights  which  have  bouod 
hin>  up  in  the  bonds  of  fecurity;  a  foft  bed,  and  ao 
(eafy  pillow,  and  much  feeding  in  a  place  of  reft,  will 
procure  much  fleeping;  the  heart  of  a  man  would  n^ 
yer  be  fecure,  if  it  had  not  fome  delight  or  other  w 

quiet 
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qoict  itfelf  withal ;  now  at  Ghrifl's  coming  there  is'  aa 
end  of  it^  jLhen  a  man  is  llripped  naked  of  all  his  grcat- 
^tk  and' honour,  friends,  bleffings;  and  when  a^  man 
fees  an  end,  and  is  cume   to  an  end  of  a  fiiiful   way, 
,  now  all  a  man's  delights  ajid  hopes  pcrifli;  the  begin- 
ning of  a  finful  courfc  is  Iweet  and  b^^autiful  (like  pic- 
tures feen  afar  off  beauiifuH  but  the  end  is  gall  and 
wormwood;  for  every  fi'iful  fecure  courfe  is  fweet  ia 
appearance,  br  in  dt^ed;  if  only  in  hope,  and  concep- 
tion (as  in  a  drean^)  when  the  end  comes,  all  a  raan'% 
|u>pes  periih.     If  indeed  it  hath  been  fweet,  now  there 
IS  the  more  grief;  now  my  heart,  my  life,  my   blood 
mud  be  taken  from  me,  and  what  profit  is  there  nowiii 
this  my  llubborn  way  I  when  a  man  is  finking,  and  the 
hoat  is  breaking,  what  a  miferab/e  wretca  now,  Lord 
help!  hence  Ezek.  vii.  3.  6.  when  an   end  is  come, 
now  they  fling  their  filver  in  the  ilreeis;  O  the  ftumb- 
hng-block  of  mine  iniquity,  ver.  18,  19,  now  "  they 
**  fliall  feek  peace  apd  Ihall  not  find  it,"  ver.  25.  now 
*' they   fhall  feek  a  vifion  of  <he  Prophet,''  ver.  26. 
Like  a  man  that  is  drawn  into  a  fair  way,  and  is  out  of 
that  his  way,  when  ht  comes  to  an  end,  and  is  forfaken 
of  all,  left  in  a  wood,  now  what  is  the  profit? 

Reafon  2.  BeCr^ufe  at  his  coming  there  is  the  en- 
trance and  .paff.ge  into  eternity,  and  into  an  eternal 
flate  of  weal  or  wo;  now  though  the  apprehenfion  of 
the  end  of  a  fecure  finful  way;  may  and  will  awaken, 
yet  when  eternity  is  appreRendcd  it  will  amaze;  for 
this  time  is  but  a  little  fpring  cr  river  which  runs  into 
eternity,  and  car.rics  all  men  living  down  with  it  to 
eternity:  Now  vvhen  men  fee  an  end  of  time,  and  the 
beginning  of  eierniiy,  and  themfelves  polling  thereto, 
it  is  as  \vhen  a  man  fees  himfelf  floating  upon  the  wa- 
ters, where  thye  is^  no  bottom,  and  all  f^ay  gone 
ihougH  he  hath  been  k)ng  fecure,  now  he  will  t;ry  out 
if  he  fees  it.  It  is  \n^h  men  now,  as  it  is  with  thofe 
that  are  ready  to  be  call  down  from  fi.me  tower,  it 
makes  the  heart. tremble,  O  where  fhall  I  alight!     O 
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It  is  itnpoffible  but  if  men  do  apprehend  eternity,  and 
that  alfo  near  unto  t^ni,  but  it  will  awaken  them;  it 
will  make  a  llout,  ftony -hearted  Saul  to  run  to  Urio; 
it  will  make  kings  and  princes  run  to  monafteriea,  and 
men  to  cells  and  defarts;  it  will  make   the  proudeft    { 
Felix  tremble  when  Paul  reafons  of  judgment  tocooe.    j 
It  is  ufually  the  firfl  thing  that  doCh  awaken  the  people 
of  Ood;  eternity  doth  amaze  them,  and  them  that   | 
have  fallen  to  all  lafcivioufnefs,     O  eternity!  -  j 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  of  the  terror  at  the  coming  of  the 
Lord,  Rev.  vi.  ult.  to  them  that  be  unprovided  and  un*   i 
prepared ;  hence  it  is,  and  will  be,  when  as  evil  is  near,  j 
fear  will  fly  outt     Men  as  men  will  do  it,  nidefs  they  | 
be  walking-Wocks  and  brutes.     For,  j 

I .  Then  they  are  to  ftand  naked  before  the  Lord  fi)  ^ 
great  and  holy.  j 

2t  Then  they  fhall  have  all  their  fins  fet  in  order,  j 
PXaL  1.  21,  and  efpecially  thofe  fecret  ftns  which  they  j 
never  faw»  and  whereby  they  did  perfeft  their  oarn  j 
perdition.  j 

3.  Then  the  final  fentence  paft,  never  lo  be  recalled  j 
again,  and  they  fhall  know  it ;  for  if  there  might  be  a  | 
day  to  repent,  .then  fome  hope;  but  if  not,  O  this  a-  j 
wakens.  j 

4.  Then  to  be  furrendcred  up  into  the  hands  of  <Je-  | 
vils,  to  be  kept  by  that  jailor  in  prifon,  i  Pet.  iii.  19-  : 
**  until  the  coming  of  the  great  day;"  and  fotobe  j 
kept  in  their  cuftody,  and  to  be  in  their  fellowfbip» 
looking  back,  and  mourning  for  time  mif-fpenC,  look-  i 
ing  to  time  to  come,  Ihortly  to  raeer  my  body,  ani 
then  to  be  parted  for  ever  from  the  Lord !  O  when  i 
this  evil  is  apprehended,  it  wiU  awaken  a  man  to  fearcb  ■ 
and  look  about  him.  y> 

SECT,    III,    '  I 

Ufe  I.  Hence  fee  a  great  canfe  of  the  deep  ^ 
long  fecurity  of  mswiy  a  IP Wj  apd  that  in  virgiB-cburcb- 
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Cfr  ondcr  all  aw^&kening  mMns,  ordinances,  and  pro- 
vidences of  God;  nren  put  hr  from  them  this  day  of 
dcaib,  and  time  of  ChrHl's  coming,  they  think  feWom 
of  it,  come  not  near  to  it,  nor  make  it  near  to  them; 
fometiroes  they  complain  of  a  dead  fluggUh  fpirit,  fe- 
care  heart,  and  yet  remain  fo,  and  wonder  fometinttff  at 
the  reafofl  of  it  why  it  ihould  be  fo ;  why  ?  this  is  one  rea- 
fon  of  it,  either  you  think  not  of  this  coming  of  the  Lord, 
or  fee  it  not  near,  even  at  the  door,  but  number  jnany 
i^B  to  yourfeWes,  and  this  is  the  caufc  of  it,  you  do  not 
lodge  in,  nay  look  to  your  coffins,  and  walk  to  your 
grave  fide  often,  and  fo  ftand  there  and  hear  the  cry, 
and  fee  the  Lord  a-coming;  there  will  be  more  in 
what  I  fay  than  what  you  fee  at  firil  blufh  of  this  truth; 
but  this  I  know,  and  the  word  proves  it,  univerfal  fecu- , 
rity  arifeth  from  hence.     As  for  inflance, 

1.  Why  do  men  mind  the  things  of  the  world  fo 
ffloch?  that  there  is  fuch  care  for  them,  fuch  eager  de- 
fire  after  them,  that  many  times  prayer  is  negleftcd. 
Sabbaths  neglefled,  when  will  they  be  at  an  end?  God 
negleftcd,  fouls  of  wife,  children,  fervants,  a  man's 
ownfonl  neglected  and  overgrown  with  nettles;  that 
there  is  fuch  an  high  opinion,  dreams  of  worldly  goods, 
and  when  a  man  hath  them,  then  at  reft;  becaufe,  with 
the  glutton,  they  think  they  have  goods  for  many  a 
year;  and  hence  we  fliall  fee  when  a  man  waketh, 
death  is  near  to  him;  and  when  it  is  near  to  a  man, 
BOW  he  thinks  he  hath  been  deceived  in  all  the  things 
of  the  world,  that  they  are  not  good  for  him,  i  Cor, 
vii.  29.  **  The  time  is  fhort,  and  the  fafhion  of  the 
*•  world  paffeth  away :"  Nothing  makes  thefe  things  fo 
fought  after  and  good  but  only  ellcem ;  now  this  is  be^ 
caufe- men  look  only  to  things  prefem, 

2.  Why  do  ;nen's  hearts  fink  with  the  meannefs  of 
their  outward  condition,  and  the  troubles  of  ik  ?  (for 
this  is  fecurity)  it  is  becaufe  of  this,  they  do  not  re- 
member the  nearnefs  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord;  it  ia 
but  a  little  while  longer,  and  then  the  God  I  hav^ 

cbofcQ 
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will  alone  be  fweet,  and  he  will  make  me  amends  for 
all  ray  troubles,  and  therefore  let  me  bear  up  my  head 
a  little  while.  Pfal.  xxxix.  when  David's  heart  be- 
gan to  be  troubled  by  Teeing  others  profperky,  and  bis 
own  mifery,  *'  Lord,"  faith  he,  *'  make  me  to  know  my 
«*  end  and  the  mcafure  of  my  days:  mine  age  is  as  an 
<*  hand-breadth  ;"  hence,  ver.  7*  *' Lord  what  hope  I 
"  for?  truly  my  hope  is  in  thee." 

3.  Why  are  men  puft  up  with  their  own  excellencies, 
and  filled  with  fuch  prideandhigh  conceits  of  therafelves, 
fometimes  of  their  beauty,  fometimes  of  their  apparel, 
fometiraes  their  friends,  fometimes  their  efteem,  and 
they  value  ihemfelves  much  by  this?  men  confidernot 
the  coming  of  the  Lord,  which  Ihall  (lain  the  pride  of 
sllglorv,  Ifa.  xxiii.  8.  and  that  this  time  is  near. 

4.  Why  do  people  complain  they  cannot  prize  the 
Lord  or  his  ordinances  as  they  could?  why  do  menoa 
their  death-bed's  then  prize  it,  then  pray,  then  hear? 
then  O  a  little  mercy,  then  fend  for  Mofes,  then  the 
Lord  is  righteous;  and  if  he  fhew  mercy,  never  fuch' 
a  pattern  as  now,  becaufe  now  death  andChrift^s  coming 
is  near:  you  do  therefore  undervalue  the  gain  of  ordi- 
nances, becaufe  of  this;  if  you  did,  you  would  glory 
in  nothing  but  the  Lord,  Jer.  ix.  21.  23. 

5.  Why  do  men  go  up  and  down  without  any  af- 
furance  of  the  Lord's  love,  or  the  truth  of  any  grace, 
and  that  afier  convidion;  why  do  men  upon  their 
death-beds  feek  for  it,  ar;d  then  fall  a  fearching,  and  then 
open  their  eHates,  and  then  defire  peace?  becaufe  the 
comincr  of  the  Lord  is  near;  you  put  the  day  of  the 
Lord  far  from  you;  if  you  faw  it  near,  you  would  get 
on  your  armour  in  readinefs  againft  the  day  of  battle; 
if  your  hulbind  be  at  the  door,  you  would  get  on  your 
apparel,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  46,  47.  49. 

6.  Why  is  fo  much  time  fpent  unfruitfully,  that  a 
Chriflian  is  not  abundant  in  doing  and  receiving  good? 
who  is  the  better  for  thy  fpeeches,  for  thy  prayers, 
for  thv  example?  when  Mofes,  Pfal.  xc.  had  number- 
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cd  men's  day's,  then  ver.  ly,  "  Stabliih  thou  the 
*'  work  of  our  hands  upon  us :"  Look  upon  a  Chriftian 
at  firil  converfiony  he  thinks  he  (hall  not  live  long;  it 
is  (Irange  to  fee  what  prayers,  what  tears ;  how  fruit- 
ful, hpw  diligent  he  is ;  O  therefore  fee  your  fore  thi$ 
day^  it  is  night  almoft,  O  therefore  up  and  be  doing. 

SECT.    IV. 

Ufe  2.  VJ  Therefore,  if  ever  you  would  be  freed 
from  this  infe£tlous,  this  damning  lin  and  plague  of  fe* 
icuriiy,  make  the  coming  of  the  Lord  near  unto  you, 
and  come  you  near  unto  it,  be  ever  near  it;  number 
your  days,  they  are  foon  told  over,  and  often  think  of 
your  latter  end  when  the  Bridegroom  comes ;  for  this 
will  awaken  you  out  of  your  fecure  fits,  and  make  you 
fall  hard  to  your  work. 

Firft,  This  will  make  you  do  much  work  for  the 
Lord  in  a  little  time;  when  Mofes  was  to  be  gathered 
to  his  fathers,  now  he  provides  for  the  church,  now 
he  inftrucls  the  people  more  than  ever  concerning  their 
cftates,  &c. 

Secondly,  It  will  be  very  fweet;  it  is  but  a  very 
little  while  though  it  be  bitter,  and  it  will  put  ftrength 
to  do  it;  work  is  wearifome  for  want  of  llrength;  fo 
Chrift's  work  is  wearifome,  becaufe  we  want  ftrength; 
now  this  doth  put  ftrength  into  the  foul,  Jam.  v.  8,  9. 

Thirdly,  It  will  be  very  glorious:  works  even  of 
dying  men  are  very  glorious  and  fuccefsful :  Speeches 
of  living  (yet  dying  Chriftians)  fink  deep;  for  then  God 
is.  near  unio  us  when  we  are  near  unto  him,  and  fee 
things  as  they  ard;  and  hence  fuch  %eeches  are  com- 
monly bleft  to  men;  the  fpeeches,  and  works,  and  car- 
riages of  Ghrift  were  never  fo  glorious  as  when  moft 
near  his  end,    . 

SECT. 
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SECT.    V. 

ObjeEl.  But  ftiould  a  Chriftian  in  Chrift  ufe  this 
as  a  motive  to  Itir  up  his  heart,  or  no?  this  is  mock- 
er j,  this  philofophy  fends  men  to;  doth  Divinity  do 
fo  i  a  Chriftian  mutt  be  aded  by  love,  not  fear* 

Anf.  I.  That  which  God  bath  fandified  for  this  end 

we  may  make  ufe  of  for  the  attainment  of  it;  now  God 

hath  fan£tified  afflictions,  death,  and  the  fear  of  them 

for  this  end,  to  awaken  the  fecure  finner;  Jehofaphat 

fears  and  proclaimeth  a  faft;  Noah  feared  andbuikan 

ark;  Chrift  hirafelf  to  the  church  df  Sardis  (to  awaken 

her)  profeffcth,  "  He  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night, 

•*  fuddenly/'  2  Pet.  iii.  *V  If  the  heavens  Ihall  be  dif- 

•*  folved,  what  manner  of  perfons  fhould  we  be:"    It 

is  true,  it  is  hypocrify  for  a  man  to  be  led  only  by  £ear: 

but  it  is  profanenefs  (the  original  of  the  Sadducees)  not 

to  be  terrified  at  all;  it  is  not  hypocrify  to  be  awakea- 

ed  partly  by  fear  to  the  apprehenfion  of  thefc  things; 

for  God  hath  fan£tified  them  for  this  end,  and  though 

thefe  do  not  work  grace  (where  there  is  none  before) 

barely,  yet  the  awakening  of  confcience,  is  that  where* 

by  the  Lord  prepares  for  grace;  and  this  is  good  in  its 

kmd;  and  it  ftirs  up  grace  where  it  was  before,  as 

here  this  cry  makes  the  virgins  to  kindle  their  oil,  and 

fet  that  a-burning. . 

Obje£l,  2.  But  the  time  is  not  near;  Ihould  I  a{^Mre- 
hend  an  untruth  ? 

Anf.  It  may  be  it  is  near;  the  apprehenfion  of  this 
is  not  falfe,  and  this  the  Lord  gives,  ver»  13.  as  the 
ground  of  conftant  watch,  "  For  you  know  not  when 
♦*  he  comes ;"  now  if  men  love  their  goods,  they  will 
watch. 

2.  It  is  near;  if  you  had  but  wifdom  to  fee  into  e* 
ternity,  and  the  nature  of  time,  you  would  fay  fo  al/b, 
Pfal-  xc.  4,>  "  A  thoufand  years  are  but  as  yefterday, 
/*  and  as  a  watch  in  the  night."     Ver^  5,  our  time  is 
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«s  a  ileep,  ihort  and  vain«  Ver.  6.  it  is  but  as  a  flow- 
er of  one  day's  glory;  say,  it  is  but  as  a  thought,  ver* 
9.  It  is  fo  when  you  fee  things  as  they  ate,  and  yoit 
will  account  it  fo ;  O  therefore  fet  me  beg  tbia  of  you, 
make  Qirift's  comiTig  and  death  near  to  you,  ^hat  you 
may  be  delivered  from  yovr  dead  palfies,  deep  ilumb^  ' 
ers,  and  dying  fick  fleeps;  e^cially  feeing  the  figns 
of  the  Lord's  coming  to  reckon  with  you,  do  you  think 
to  efcape  ?  Mailers  ^hat  betrnft  fervants  with  moft,  wiH 
they  call  ^others  to  account,  to  whom  they  bav«  be« 
trtffted  Idfs,  and  not  you!  what  people  under  heaven 
are  trufted  with  more  mercies  and  liberties  than  we  ! 
snd^o  you  tiiink  he  is  gone  to  a  far  coumry,  and  will 
never  returnf  He  let  Palatine  and  other  churches  en* 
joy  the  means  lorig,  be  fummons  them  to  account  t:^ 
famine,  fword  and  peftilence,  wild  beafts  and  cruel 
foldiers ;  andihall  iie  never  ride  in  his  circuit  this  way  ? 
yes  verily :  Do  yon  boaft  in  the  goodly  flones  of  this 
temple  ?  If  the  Lord  by  yonr  fecurity  be  defpifed,  and 
kis  meilengers,  and  ordinances,  and  kingdom,  he  will 
not  leave  one  flone  upon  another:  When  will  this  be  f 
sot  yet:  that  is  true;  yet  awake  at  the  ligns  of  it.  Mat. 
xxiv.  •*  Wars,  rumours  of  wars,  famine, earthquakes,  - 
**  deceivers  that  come  in  the  name  ofChrifft,  apoftacy 
**  of  profeffors,  whence  many  come  to  be  oflfended ; 
"  divrfions  and  fcatterings  of  one  brother  againft  ano- 
**  ther,  iniquity  abounding  in  the  world,  and  love 
"  growing  cold  in  churches;"  if  thefe  be  not  amongft 
us  now,  we  have  the  lefs  caufe  to  fear;  if  fo,  have  we 
not  caufe  to  awake  one  hour,  confidering  our  time  is 
nigh !  if  not,  yet  Chrill's  time  is  nigh  of  coming  to 
particular  perfbna. 

SECT.    VI. 

%e/>.  How  fliall  I  make  it  near? 
Anf,  Truly,  till  the  Lord  teach  ua  the  number  of 
our  dsQra,  we  can  never  do  it :  ytt  three  things  do ; 

Firft, 
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Fir  ft,  Convince  thy  foul  of  the  fin  and  evil  of  look* 
ing  after  to-morrow,  and  reaching  after  that  time  which 
is  to  come,  Prov.  xxvii.  i.  i.  It  is  none  of  thine. 
2.  Nothing  draws  the  heart  fo  much  from  God.  3.  You 
will  never. find  what  you  expeft  hence;  thefc  are  lying 
vanities,  therefdre  come  not  to  thefe  wells. 

Secondly,  Either  thou  wanteft  aiTurance,  then  fear 
his  coming;  for  fear  wiU  make  mifery  prefent,  and  fo 
awaken  ;  and  hope  (^  contra)  good  prefent:  Or  thou 
haft  afliirance;  then  love  his  coming,  fee  all  thy  good 
wrapt  up  there ;  and  love  will  make  things  abfent  be- 
loved, and  prefent  comfort  in  the  thoughts  of  them ; 
as  wicked  men  that,  love  the  things  of  this  life,  tnd  are 
,  in  certain  Tiopes  to  have  them,  they  oft  rejoice  in  the 
in  the  hopes ;  becaufe  the  good  is  prefent,  they  reckon 
upon  it  as  theirs  already. 

Thirdly,  See  how  near  you  arc  nnto  the#Lord  Je* 
(us:  1.  That  you  are  made  for  theXord,  not  to  enjoy 
thefe  things ;  they  are  made  for  you,  and  not  you  to 
fervethera;  becaufe  Grod  hath  called  you  out  of  this 
world,  from  the  grave,  hell,  fin,  to  life;  now  the  next 
ia  glory,  2  Cor.  v.  3,  4,  5. 

2.  That  there  is  nothing  but  thy  breath,  thy  body 
between  thee  and  Jefus  Chrift;  when  this  ihell  is  bro- 
ken, thou  art  with  the  Lord,  and  fhall  fee  him  with 
open  face;  this  will  make  you  look  for  the  day  of  de- 
livery. 


CHAP.   IX.    SECT.    I. 

Of  Cbriftians  trimming  tbeir  lamps^  and  bow  bolinefs  is 
the  Cbr  if  lianas  glory. 

And  trimmed  tbeir  Lamps. 

THHE  word  trimmed  fignifies  adorned,   beautified 
•*•    thei^  lamps,  made  clean  or  cleanfed;  it  is  the 

fape 
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fame  word  which  is  ufcd,  i  Tim.  it.  9.  "  Womcn^s  a- 
"  doming  let  it  not  be  with  pearls,  but  good  works.'* 

^ar/jr.  What  is  the  glory  of  the  lamp? 

Anf  Eirft^  When  the  filth  is  wiped  away,  which 
did  defile  it. 

Secondly,  When  oil  is  gotten,  and  ihe  lan>p  is  light- 
ed; now  it  is  in  its  full  trim  as  it  was  at  firll  when 
they  went  out;  whiUl  they  were  fleeping,  their  lamps 
not  being  looked  into,  began  to  lofe  their  ihining  glo- 
ry j  now  they  recover  them.   . 

ObjeSi*  But  how  came  the  foolifti  to  trim  their  lamps? 

Anf.  They  did  endeavour  it,  and  did  Ibmeihing  that 
way,  ft  is  apparent  from  jlhc  context,  and  fo  they 
trimmed  them  fo  far  as  they  could  reajsh ;  but  the 
compleat  and  full  adorning  of  them  was  this  of  the 
wife.  And  therefore  look  as  by  oil  in  the  vcffel  is 
meant  the  eternal  anointing  of  the  Spirit  of  grace  with- 
in, fo  by  Ihining  is  meant  the .  glorious  profeffion  a* 
rifing  from  it,  as  the  adorning  of  women,  i  Tim.  ii.  9. 
h  their  holy  converfatiori. 

Obferv.  2.  That  the  Spirit  of  holinefs  abiding  in  the 
hearts,  and  Ihining  in  the  lives  of  faints,  it  is  their  ex- 
cellency, ornament  and  glory  :  This  adorns  the  vir- 
gins lanips;  through  fccurity  they  began  to  lofe  their 
glory  :  Now  when  .they  prepare  their  lamps,  they  a- 
dorn  their  lamps,  and  this  is  their  glory.— 2  Cor.  iii. 
ult.  **  We  are  changed  into  the  fame  image  from  glory 
•*  to  glory;"  grace  and  holinefs  is  glory.  Ephef. 
V.  27.  Chrift  prefents  a  glorious  church;  wherein? 
•'  without  fpot  or  .wrinkle,  ai\d  holy  before  the  Lord.*' 
1  Theff.  iv.  4«  SandVification  and  honour  are  joined 
together. 

SECT.     II. 

^t/r/V.   What  Spirit  of  holinefs  is  it  which  is  a 
Chriftian's  glory?  ' 

Anf.  It  Js  not  every  patcht  profeffioa  of  holinefe'-' 

which 
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which  is  a  Chriftian's  true  glory;  for  by  what  me«S 
is  the  ffiame  of  God  more  blafpheuKd  by  the  wicked 
of  the  world,  than  by  chofe  that  proitefs  hoIiiiefs»  yet 
break  out  into  ibandalous  iins!  Rom.  ii.  14.  it  is  a 
wonder  if  a  profane  man  be  good  a  little ;  but  it  is  a 
.greater  wonder  and  fcandal  if  a  profeiTor  be  bad  a  lit- 
tle. Neither  is  it  a  naoft  glorious  appearance  of  holi. 
neis,  this  ii  deceit,  crafty  and  hypocrify,  not  a  glory; 
A  flage-player  that  a£ls  the  part  of  a  king,  wants  the 
glory  of  a  king ;  and  hence  Paul  oppofeth  hhnfelf  to 
thefe,  2  Cor.  v.  12.  But  when  the^e  is  firft  an  exem- 
plary holinels,  arifing,  fecondly,  from  thefulnefs  of  the 
Spirit  of  grace  within,  as  here  in  the  virgins^  aihroiag 
profeffion  from  an  inward  Spirit,  when  Chrift  hath  at- 
tained  the  end  of  offering  up  himfclfi  **  that  men  arc 
**  a  peculiar  people,  zealoas  of  good  works  :'•  Suppofe 
the  lamp  doth  bum^  yet  if  not  for  the  end  it  -was  made, 
&>  that  a  man  can  fcarcely  fee  his  way,  nor  others  by 
it,  its  glory  is  much  Joft :  Now  the  ead  of  the  Spirit 
of  holinefs  is  this,  the  end  of  dhrifl's  death  and  mini- 
ftry  is  this;  Phil.  ii.  13,  14.  and  though  they  may 
Jpeak  evil,  yet,  i  Pet.  ii.-  i2u  they  may  glorify  God  in 
.that  day;  when  it  is  with  men  as  itiswith  thofe,  2^ech, 
viii.  ult.  "  We  have  fefcn  God  is  in  you ;"  when  a  man 
maintains  a  ileepy  carelefs  profeffion  and  natne,  the  lamp 
now  wants  its  trim;  when  lamps  are  put  tinder  buflids, 
thty  lofe  their  glory. 

^ufft.  a.  Before  Whom  is  this  their  glory? 

Anj:  I.  Before  tj?e  eyes  of  God  the  Father,  John 
xii.  26.  •*  He  that  Ihall  ferve  me,  himihall  my  Fa- 
**  thcr  honour;"  and  though  the  world  honour  them 
not,  ytt  they  (hall  be  fpeftators  of  it. 

2.  Before  Jefus  Chrill's  eyes,  Pfal.  xlv.  ii,  **For. 
"  get  thy  country  and  thy  father's  houfe,  fo  the  King 
•*  fhall  take  pleafure  in  thy  beauty.'* 
f  3.  Before  all  the  people  of  God  themfelves,  2  Thcff. 
i.  4,  5.  *•  So  that  we  glory  of  you  among  all  the 
***  churches;''  jcvery  one  will  be  fpeaking  of  fuch;  O 

there 
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btfc  is  onc-of  a  thoufand;  hardly  fhall  you  go  into  bis 
jompany  but  you  fliall  get  forae  good,  and  life,  and 
icat  from  him. 

4.  Before  hypocrites  many  times<  who  of  all  others 
re  tbc  greateft  haters  of  the  ways  of  holinels  and  the 
lower  of  godlinefs;  hence,  Herod,  Mark  vi.  20.  loved 
bhn,  becaufe  a  holy  man,  not.  Uecaufe  a  deep  fcholar, 
r  a  great  man  J  hence^  while  Jofliua  and  the  elders 
ve,  the  people  ferve  the  Lord  ;  and  while  Jehoiada 
?e6,  Joafh  is  forward;  the  greatell  monarchs  fall  down 
ere. 

5.  In  the  eyes  of  bad  men,  and  hence,  Deut.  iv.  6, 7. 
hen  they  kept  the  Uatutes  ot  the  Lord,  what  naiicn 
igfeat,  as  hath  fuch  laws^  and  fo  wife  alfo!  ,this  is 
eir  better  part,  2  Cor.  v.  it*  '*  we  are  manifcil  in 
their  confcicnces;"  and  hence  the  word  fay  often^ 
all  were  fuch  ns  they  are,  See; 

'^^ft.  3.  When  is  it  their  glory? 
Anf.  I.-  lii  this  life  (as  haih  been  already  fliewcd) 
midft  of  reproaches,  the  Spirit  of  glory,  i  Pet.  iv.  14* 
midft  of  vvcaknefles,  David's  heart  was  perfedl*. 
2*  At  the  great  and  laft  day;  let  a  man  by  his  wif- 
tn,  conquells,  excellencies  ^et  himfclfaname,  yet 
len  death  comes,  his  glory  periiheih;  if  it  doth  lall, 
t  not  long;  the  greatell  monarchs  have  been  like  a 
ghty  wind,  filled  the  world  with  a  noife  for  a  time, 
d  then  down ;  Uit  at  the  la!t  day,  then  O  their  fhame, 
at  everlalling  contcrap:  fiiall  they  arife  unto!  But 
8  Ihall  be  our  glory  at  the  Ian  day,  i  Pet.  i.  5,  6,  7^ 
vhlch  lliall  be  to  glory  and  praife  at  the  coming  of 
)ur  Lord;"  and  it  is  faid,  **  then  (hall  the  righteous 
Mne  as  the  fun;"  and  then  '*  all  the  world  Ihall 
land  and  admire,  and  wonder  at  them."  And 
;.  Throughout  all  eternity  this  Ihall  be  their  glory, 
n  **  an  e\'erlaftiag  name  unto  them,  better  than  the 
anie  of  fons  and  dau,c;hters;"  when  the  wicked  fliall 
them  all  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  gnafli  their 
:h,  that  themfelves  'are  fliut  out,  when  the  Lord 
/^ot.  IL  G  and 
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and  his  faiiitB  Ihall  take  infinite  delight  one  in  nxABf 
Luke  xii.  37.  , 

SECT,      IIL 

%(?//.  4-  Why  b  this  a  Cbriftians  glory,  cic* 
Jency,  and  honour? 

Anf.  I.  In  regard  of  the  bafenefs  of  other  thisj^ 
wherein  men  do  ufe  to  glory;  the  wife  man  into 
wifdom,  the  ftrong  man  in  his  ftrengtb,  the  rich  mift 
in  his  wealth:  there  are  three  thi&gs  which  maketbek 
bafe. 

Firil,  Thefe  things  raake  a  man  not  the  more  toW 
accepted  of  God;  the  Lord  refpeds  not^  values «< 
the  worth  of  any  man  by  thefe  things;  and  to  make 
all  the  world  know  this,  "  he  ftaineth  the  pride  of  m 
*'  glory,  and  chufeth  the^  poor  and  fooliih  things^ 
**  the  world  to  confound  the  wife;'*  a  wife  mairfl 
never  refpedt  the  horfe  the  nrore,  bccaufe  it  cirrifl 
ftore  of  rich  treafures,  he  will  not  foil  down  andrfl* 
rence  it  for  this;  hang  fwine  about  with  pearls,  ^ 
honours  them  the  more?  and  will  a  wife  GodrefpeJ 
a  man  the  more  for  thefe  things  ?  i  Pet,  iii.  5,  Win 
is  that,  that  is  of  great  price  with  God?.Holine&isfl 
great  price  with  God :  and  what  though  all  the  wo4 
honour  a  man,  and  a  man  honoureth  birafelf>  whii 
this  is  wanting. 

Secondly,  All  thefe  things  leave  a  man  dead  uQ(ia 
the  reign  of  Satan,  power  of  his  fin,  and  domiaioo^ 
death ;  and  hence,  Jer,  ix,  24.  "  Let  no  man  gloryiaii 
•'  wifdom,"  &c.  Death  is  entered  into  your  windo*i 
take  any  bondman  bound  with  fetters  (though  goldtf 
doth  any  man  account  him  the  more  glorious  f  a  priflfli 
that  is  made  a  vaflal  and  ilave  to  every  bafe  fcB* 
IS  he  the  more  glorious  ?  no :  fo  whiles  n»en  lie  vxA 
the  reign  of  death;  ftick  a  man  that  is  dead  withft)^ 
crs,  what  is  he  the  more  glorious  alas^  no !  his  Hki 
gone;  now  the  Spirit  of  holinefs  is  called  the  Spiriit 
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•life,  even  of  the  life  that  never  fhUl  die,  Rom.  viii. 
And  therefore  as  it  is  faid  of  a  file,  there  is  more  ex- 
cellency in  a  gnat  than  in  a  cedar,  than  in  the  glorious 
heaven,  becaufe  it  hath  life,  ^yhich  the  other  hath  not; 
fo  though  men  wonder  at  the  goodly  trappings  of  wick- 
ed men,  yet  the  poorcft  and  moft  defpifcd  Chriftian, 
that  hath  the  Spirit  of  life,  is  more  glorious. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  thefc  things   only  purchafc   the 
more  credit  and  honour  in  the  eyes  of  men,  and  that 
of  tvicked  men;  for  i  Cor.  v.  lo.  **  We  know  no  man 
"  after  the  flefh;'*  if  they  do,  it  is  that  which  they  ac- 
count themfelves  beads  and  fools  for,  as  David  did, 
PfaUlxxiii.  And  what  is  the  honour  of  man?  it  is  the 
*i)areft  thing  that  is;  for  it  is  that  which  is  without  a 
man,  it  is  no  excellency  within  the  man;  it  is  but  the 
thoughts  of  a  man's  head  and  heart,  than  which,  what 
iroore  vain,  what  more  mutable?  nay,  it  is  but  the 
idreams  of  a  man's  head,  for  they  are  millakes  :  >if  all 
the  town  Ihould  dream  another  was  a  king,  who  yet 
Were  indeed  a  beggar  (which  when  they  awake  they 
fee)  what   were  he  the  better  for  this?  Paul,  2  Cor. 
Xu  22.  how  he  doth  glory  in  privileges,  which  were 
better  and   more  goodly  hangings  than  thefe!  **  this 
((faith  he)   I  fpeak  as  a  fool ;"  and  what  are  thefe  a 
Cbriflian's  glory?  no  furely. 

'    Anf.  2.  Becaufe  that  is  a  Chriftian's  glory  which  is 
Chrift's  glory.- 

Firft,  It  is  that  glory  wherein  the  glory  of  Chrift 
fconfifts.  Pfal.  xlv.  j.  2.  "  Tbbu  art  fairer  than  the 
**  children  of  men,  full  of  grace  is  thy  lips;  and  2 
Cor.  iii.  tilt.  *'  Into  the  fame  image  from  glory  to  glo- 
M  ry."'  Indeed  Chrift's  greatnefs  in  governing  the  world 
b  his  glory,  but  it  is  becaufe  it  is  mixed  with  fuch  ho- 
Rncfs,  Ifi^.  vi.  I,  2,  3.  Phil.  ii.  8,  9.  "  he  humbled 
^  htmfelf,"  and  this  hath  given  him  a  name,  and  ihall 
be  his  name  forever;  this  is  that  which  makes  the  Lord 
fefus  lovely  and  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  all  his  people, 
ftev^  XV.  4.  **  Who  would  not  fear  thee,  for  thou  on- 
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*'  ly  art  holy !"  and  fo  he  is,  for  all  the  ftars  receive 
their  light  and  fliine  with  it,  by  this  fun  only^  andfo 
the  more  a  Chriilian  excels  in  this,  the  raorfe  likeheis 
to  Jcfus  Chrill,  and  fo  more  glorious  and  lovely. 

Secondly,  This  is  that  which  gives  him  glory,  i.c»\ 
fo  far  as  creatures  Qan;  and  hence',  Ifa.  xlvi.  13.  Ifra-i 
el  is  called  *'  the  glory  of  the  Lord;"  Ifa.  Ixii.  a,  3.I 
the  righteous  is  called  *'  the  glory  and  crown,  affllj 
*'  diadem  iii  the  hapd  of  the  Lord?"  and  as  Godrsj 
better  than  the  foul,  fo  this,  viz.  to  glorify  the  Loriij 
is  better  than  to  be  glorified  by  the  Lord.  I 

S  EC  T.    IV.  j 

Ufi.  I.  llENCE  fee  one  reafon  why  men  lofcthdtj 
honour,  their  love  and  rcfpeft  in  the  ey<es  of  God  aali 
men ;  their  judgments  are  not  reverenced,  their  pcrfon^ 
not  accepted,  their  names  and  praftices  defpifed;  thi 
is  one  reafon  among  the  rell,  a  decay  in  holinefs;  d« 
lamp  is  defiled,  the  light  and  luftre  of  it  going  OJft 
and  who  will  reverence  it  then  ?  It  is  admirable  tofa 
the  complaints  abroad. 

Firft,  Look  but  into  families,  what  is  the  rrtW 
there  is  fo  much  difcontent  there,  that  fervants  « 
weary  of  their  mafters,  mailers  of  their  fervants;  ta 
there  is  fuch  complaints  one  of  another,  little  rcfpe 
one  of  another?  It  is  for  want  of  holinefs,  power,  tf 
Jife  of  godlinefs;  the  mafter  faith  the  fervant  is  unra^ 
froward,  furly,  flothful,  unfaithful,  untruQy,  and  n« 
not  be  fpoken  to ;  the  fervant  faith,  his  mafter  is  paffioi 
ate,  unkind,  wants  pity  to  his  body,  and  fomctifiK 
ftrikes  him  without  caufe,  but  is  eaten  up  with  t 
.world,  &c.  truly  this  is  the  caufe.  It  feems  theLoi 
•wrought  upon  divers  in  primitive  times,  and  the  a] 
gives  feryants  an  item,  **  that  they  may  glorify 
♦*  and  adorn  the  gofpel  of  the  Lord  JefOs,"  Tit.  ii 
how  came  Jofeph  into  Potiphar's  books;  O,  he 
very  holy,  and  very  prudent;  and  I  will  warrant, 
his  mailer's  work  better  when  his  mailer  was  afa&l 
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than  before,  and  prayed  for  fuccefs  in  his  bufinefsy  as 
Abraham's  fervant.  Look  but  upon  hulband  and  wife, 
it  is  lirange  to  fee  what  divifions  and  jars  th^re;  and 
what  is  the  caufe  of  it,  wife  doth  not  honour  hulband, 
nor  hulband  honour  wife?  iiow  comes  this?  O,  ihere 
is  little  holinefs  fcen  in  their  private  walking  one  with 
another;  the  woman  thought  the  man  godly;  had  I 
known  tliis,  I  would  have  feen  you  a  hundred  miles  off, 
&c.  the  man  alfo  complains  of  his  wife,  1  fee  now  I 
am  like  to  be  troubled  with  a  continual  dropping,  a 
Very  fury  of  hell,  fo  impatient,  (and  the  next  heigh- 
bonr  hears  of  it)  nothing  can  plcafe  her;  what  is  the 
reafon  of  this  ?  your  fm  makes  your  fl>anie,  and  there 
is  the  want  of  holinefs,  i  Pet.  iii.  3.  man  might  be 
converted  by  the  wife,  and  die  wife  by  the  hulband; 
not  that  it  is  always  fo,  but  ufually  lb. 

Ufe  2.  Hence  fee  what  little  caufe  any  wicked  man 
hath  to  lift  up  his  head  with  any  glorv  he  hath,  becaufe 
the  fpirit  of  holinefs,  beauty  and  glory  is  departed  from 
ihem;  as  when  the  foul  is  departed  from  the  body,  its 
glory  and  beauty  is  departed  from  them,  it  is  withered; 
and  therefore  we  Ihall  read  in  fcripture  what  names  the 
Lord  gives  them,  as  dogs,  fwine,  ferpents,  a  generation 
of  vipers,  painted  fepulchres,  devils  in  the  time  of  the 
peatcft  profeffion,  as  Judas,  John  vi.  "  Wild  bead's,'* 
bd  that  in  the  greatell  outward  glory ;  and  hence  the 
four  monarchies  of  the  world  are  refembled  to  fucli 
beafls,  bears,,  leopards,  &c.  thus  for  their  perfons:  and 
»3  for  their  aflions,  all  they  do  is  unclean,  and  ignoble, 
jndAence  compared  to  thirties,  that  cannot  bring  forth 
^gs  or  grapes;  and  hence,   Solomon  compares  them, 

*  As  jewels  in  a  fwine's  fnout,  fo  is  a  parable  in  the 
**  mouth  of  a  fool;"  it  becomes  them  not,  it  is  abomi- 
fation  in  the  fight  of  God  all  that  which  tliey  do,  though 
glorious  before  men:  and  at  lad  day  they  fliall  rife  up 
p  cverlalling  contempt;  and  it  is  faid,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  ult. 
'  their  worm  fliall  never  die,  and  they  fliall  be  an  ab- 

•  borring  to  all  flefli,"  though  they  may  carry  it  out 
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fair  for  a  time ;  the  faired  profcffors  that  by  their  for- 
ccri*5s  and  enchantments  deceive  the  people,  ftiaU  be 
filled  with  ftiame ;  and  as  the  magicians  were  fmiitctt 
With  fores  they  could  not  (land  before  Mofes  (being 
fmitten  with  fores)  fo  you  fhall  not  be  able  tolUod 
before  the  Lord  at  the  laft  day ;  and  look  as  it  is  wiii 
Chriil  and  his  people,  their  crofs  and  (hame  here,  iti> 
but  their  preparation  to  their  crown ;  and  hence  whea 
Chriil  was  put  to  the  mod  open  (hame,  then  was  the 
day-break  of  his  glory ;  fo  all  that  you  glory  in,  whidi 
God  gives,  it  is  but  a  folemn  preparation  for  your  Ihamc: 
and  hence,  when  Nebuchadnezzar  is  at  his  higheftpitcli 
and  thoughts  of  glory,  then  is  his  downfall:  if  a  nsia 
fliould  have  a  crown  upon  his  heatl,  all  honour  givca 
hinp,  and  it  (hpuld  be  whifpered  to  him,  this  is  but  i 
preparation  to  your  execution;  what  little  glory  codd 
he  take  in  that?  but  rather  fall  a- weeping,  as  Paol, 
Phil.  iii.  i8,  19.  when  he  faw  fome  **  that  made  bel-| 
*'  ly  their  God,  and  boafted  of  the  things  of  the  ^itk,; 
**  whofe  glory  is  their  Ihame;*'  and  he  fpeaks  of  thcflij 
weeping;  and  therefore  you  that  can  fit  in  a  chimnej* 
corner,  when  you  meet  with  your  companions,  hafl{»| 
draw,  and  quarter  within  yourfelves,  and  cenfure  iil| 
churches,  minifters  and  Chrifiians  of  a  town  and  coan*j 
try,  and  if  you  fee  any  fores,  like  flies,  go  and  fuck  iho^ 
and  make  them  worfe;  or  if  not,  you  can  make  tbcflq 
and  imagine  them,  and  feoff  at  hoUnefs  fecretly;  a«lj 
though  your  confciences  condemn  you  of  wickedadij 
yet  lift  up  yourfelves  with  fomething  that  you  haTCf^ 
O  know  it,  your  beauty:  never  a  man  but  gloricihi^ 
fomething;  fo  much  eftate,  fo  much  efteem,  fo  rancW 
wifdom,  and  gifts,  birth  and  beauty;  andnowasprw 
as  Satan,  but  yet  a  llrangcr  to  thp  life  of  God,  yo«f 
coverfation  is  not  above:  O  poor  creature!  happy  wrft 
it  for  thee  if  thou  wert  no  man,  (dying  fo)  but  the  ©ol 
defpifed  of  all  God's  creatures,  who  art  now  abhonel 
of  God,  and  fhalt  be  the  Ihaipf  of  all  creatures  aood^ 
cr  day. 

SECT. 
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SECT.    V. 

Ufi  3.  Hence  if  any  hath  loft  the  glory  and  ef- 
teem  in  the  confciences  o(  the  people  of  God,  fee  how 
to  recover  it;  the  country  is  iuU  of  complaints  and 
murmuring;  among  the  reft  this  is  one  of  the  foreft 
that  many  cornplain  of,  they  are  not  refpe^led,  they 
are  no  body;  they  had  this  and  that  efteetn;  now  the 
market  is  fallen  here,  and  hende  offended  at  every  one^ 
and  cannot  pafs  for  members  in  many  churches;  and 
hereupon  bear  a  private  f^rudgc  againll  the  church,  and 
^1  ordinances  in  it,  and  flie  towns,  or  fij^llif  and  com- 
Ibrtthemfeives  their  confciencfs  is  cleaJSocc.  It  is  with 
lAany  as  it  is  with  Briftow-ftones,  they  are  like  pearls, 
aod  fo  they  go  till  they  come  to  the  jewellers ;  and  then 
when  tried  not  worth  two-pence;  io  many  men  never 
^me  to  the  trial,  as  here  God's  providences  try  fome 
inen  more  than  ever  lofles,  forrows;  God's  ordinances 
try  men,  and.  thus  they  are  found  too  light;  would  you 
now  recover  it?  O  get  a  fpiritof  bolinefsl  and  think, 
D  I  have  had  a  efteem  of,  and  acquaintance  with  the 
Lord  Jefua,  that  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  not  to  this 
i|y  rifen  upon  me ;  O  then  make  after,  and  mer- 
phapdife  for  this,  Prov.  iii.  14,  15,  16.  Sometimes  a 
gbdly  man  lofeth  this ;  is  there  not  inwardly  a  decay 
luf  holinefs?  and  hence  God  hath  forfaken,  and  fuffer^ 
^d  to  fall  into  fome  fin,  fo  as  man  hath  feen  it;  do  you 
think  the  Lord  will  honour  you  in  the  hearts  of  hia 
people,  while  you  difhonour  him?  when  you  live  in  a 
wiin  dead-hearted  condition,  and  difguifc  yoiiffelves, 
}r  impenitency  for  open  offences  either  of  opinion  or 
»aaice;  "  Be  it  far  from  me,"  faith  the  Lord,  1  Sann 
J.  30.  *'  Them  that  difhonour  me  (hall  be  lightly  e- 
^  fteemed;"  and  hence  God  will  cut  off  Eli's  children; 
r;pu  know  what  a  fad  letter  Paul  wrote  to  the  Corinth- 
ans;  but  when  they  faw  the  (jpiritual  meaning,  2  Cor. 
rli.  ^4,  15.  Paul  boafts  of  them;  Titus  his  affedion 
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was  abundant  toward  them;  if  not  abundant  confeffioa 
and  glory  to  God,  how  ihouldyou  look  that  God  ftiould 
clfe  give  glory  to  you !  It  is  wonderful  to  fee,  how  men 
that  have  been  convinced  of  fin,  and  yet  would  hide 
it,  how  the  Lord  in  his  jealoufy  hath  difcovercd  them 
in  his  time,  the  fin  hatii  been  committed  by  them,^nd 
enquiry  hath  been  made,  and  fome  convieti^in,  and  yet 
they  have  wound  oflP,  and  cried  out  of  wrong;  the  Lord 
hath  left  them  to  worfe  evils;  and  fo  the  Lord  will  deal 
with  men;  and  fo  I  fay,  hide  your  fin,  it  fliall  be  ycur 
fliame  at  lall,  and  the  Lord  will  never  honour  you  in 
the  confcicnces  of  his  people  till  you  out  with  it,  and 
confefs  it;  J«iiaes  and  Jambrcs,  their  madnefs  fliall  be 
known  at  lall;  I  fpeak  not  this  that  men  ftijuld  make 
holinefs  a  bridge  to  their  own  honour,  and  fo  to  Hand 
upon  Chrift's  Ihoulders;  but  that  this  is  the  way  lo  re- 
gain fucii  a  b'efling,  which  an  humble  heart  knows 
how  to  want,  as  well  as  to  have. 

Ufe  4.  O  then  place  your  glory  in  fliis ;  of  all  things 
in  the  world,  a  man  defires  nothing  more  than  honour; 
it  is  dearer  than  life,  and  it  is  that  which  every  one 
doth  defire;  O  beloved,  hunt  not  after  Ihadows,  feed 
not  your  hearts  with  dreams ;  make  not  your  garlands 
of  withered  flowers,  but  in  this  which  is  your  glorr 
before  God  and. men,  Jer.  ix-  24,  *'  Let  not  rich  iiwn 
**  glory  in  riches,  but  in  this,  that  he  knoweth  mc;" 
It  was  the  heavy  complaint  the  Lord  took  up  againfl 
his  people,  Jer.  ii.  11.  *'  That  they  did  change  ibelr 
^'  glory;*'  the  Lord  himfelf  is  the  glory  of  his  ptofk, 
as  (hining  in  them  by-  his  fpirit;  it  was  the  great  fm 
of  the  Gentiles,  R'mi.  i.  23.  **  That  they  changed  the 
*'  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  an  image  of  cor. 
*'  ruptible  men  and  beails:"  fj  you  know  this  is  your 
glory;  and  O  now  to  change  this  glory  for  an  image 
of  glory!  and  hence  given  up  to  vile  afied\ions,  to  a 
corruptible  mind ;  and  therefore,  Prov.  viii.  4.  8. 
*«  Exalt  here  flie  Ihall  prom  te  thee;"  admire  at  tiiis! 
A  m^a  excels  in  nothing  but  what  he  a4mires  at,  or 
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&eks  iu)t  to  excel  in  any  but  what  he  wonders  at;  you 

will  nev^r  place  your  glory  in  holinefs,  nor  excel  in  it, 

unlels  you  admire  at  it;  and  it  will  then  exalt  you,  and 

^  bring  you  to  honour,  bccauie  indeed  it  is  your  honour: 

0  iha::  God  Arould  work  this,  men  would  notbe  fo  greedy 
after  the  world,  nor  prailc  ol  men. 

SECT.     VL 

^eff.   OUT  how  fhall  we  coine  to  this? 

AnJ\  1.  Conilder  the  example  of  Chrill,  and  all  the 
people  of  Chrift  at  all  tinies,  who  did  not  place  their 
glory  in  thefe  things,  but  in  things  above :  if  a  man 
is  to  lay  much  out  upon  Ibmething  in  the  market,  if  he 
be  wife  he  will  enquire  of  prudent  men  that  knows 
things,  the  worth  of  them,  and  then  it  falls  out  fome- 
limcs  thofe  things  he  elleems  highly  are  of  no  value ; 
fo  here,  look  upon  Paul,  Cial.  vi,  14-  *'  God  forbid 
,  **  that  I  Ihould  glory  in  any  thing  but  the  crofs  of 
"  Chrift-;"  1  Cor.  iv.  13.  When  the  Corinthians  were 
puffed  up  with  greatnefs,  to  pull  them  down  from  this 
he  profe0eth  he  and  others  were  the  offscouring  of  the 
world,  and  this  was  their  glory,  verfe  16.  Look  upon 
Chrill  himfeif,  he  had  as  much  excellency  as  could  be, 
yet  he  call  it  off,  **  defpifed  all  the  glory  of  the  world, 
'  **  was  a  worm  pnd  no  man;"  he  profefleth  "  he  fought 
**  no  honour  of  men,  but  the  will  of  him  that  fent  him  ;** 
this  was  his  glory. 

2.  Look  upon  the  excellency  of  your  efiate  in  Chrift, 

1  Cor.  iii.'ir.  "  Glory  not  in  men,  for  all  things  are 
•*  yours ;"  take  any  prince  that  hath  a  kingdom,  will 
be  houCe  in  a  cottage,  or  fpend  his  time  and  care' to. 
thatch  and  repair  that?  no,  all  the  kingdom  is  mine; 
and  hence  he   will  have  kingly  thoughts  and  kingly 
Slims,  and  ends,  and  afts  that  ennoble  him  indeed:  So 
he,  2  Cor.  v.  9.  "  Knowing  we  have  a  houfe  above,"  • 
that  there  is  but  a  breath  between  us  and  glory,  "  we  ^ 
^*  labour  (are  ambitious)  th^t  whether  abient  or  prefent 
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**  to  be  accepted  of  him/'  The  very  reafoa  why  the 
,  hearts,  minds,  lives  of  men  are  fo  debafed,  as  to  feek 
their  glory  in  that  which  is  their  ihame,  is  this,  they 
know  no  better  eilate,  no  greater  glory;  the  God  of 
glory,  and  kingdom  of  glory,  and  promife  of  glory, 
and  ark,  and  cherubims,  and  oracles  of  glory  in  Chrifi 
have  been  to  this  day  hid  from  their  eyes;  hehce^  Heb. 
xii.  2.  ^^  Chrift  for  the  joy  fet  before  him  defpifed  the 
•*  fhame.'' 

3.  Make  the  Lord  prefent  with  you,  and  fee  him 
fbine  about  you  in  his  glory ;  when  poor  men  come  to 

.  the  court  and  fee  no  king  there,  they  bow  down  to  bis 
chair;  where  if  he  was  feen,  he  ihould  have  all  the 
honour  then;  fo  when  men  fee  creatures,  but  fee  them 
like  empty  chairs,  the  Gk>d  of  glory  not  filUng  of  them, 
we  bow  down  to  creatures ;  but  when  God  is  feen, 
now  the  foul  gives  all  glory  to  him;  a  roan  that  Kves 
without  any  in  his  houfe  as  chief,  all  fervants  attend 
on  him;  but  when  the  prince  comes  with  his  train, 
now  all  his  fervants  with  himfelf  are  too  little  to  attend 
the  prince;  fo  here,  when  men  come  to  pray.  Or  preach, 
or  fpeak,  O  how  doth  a  wicked  hear^  feek  itfelf  ?  bat 
when  the  Lord  is  feen,  now  all  attend  on  him;  hence 
when  God  fends  his  people  to  honour  him,  he  firfl  ap- 
pears to  them  in  his  glory,  and  it  never  is  long  out  of 
their  minds;  hence,  Abraham  forfookhis  own  country. 
Ads  vii.  Mofes  forfook  Egypt,  he  faw  God  invifible, 

.  Heb.  xu  26,  27.  Pfal.  xxii.  ult.  ^'  All  nations  fiiall 
**  remember  and  turn  to  the  Lord;'*  when  the  IxMrdis 
feen,  all  oar  glory  is  ihame,  Ifa.  vi.  and  now  glory  is 
that,  and  make  him  as  prefent  as  at  the  laft  day,  then 
all  fiiall  fall  down  before  him* 

4.  See  how  every  fervice  you  perform  limo  him, 
every  a£t  of  holinelk  ^[uickned  by  the  Spirit  of  life  is 
pleahng  to  him ;  if  a  prince  be  with  a  man,  and  can- 
not he  pleafed,  nothing  can  content  him,  or  we  hear 
pot  one  word  from  him  whe.ther  we  pleafe  him  or  not, 
we  ihall  grow  weary  of  him  at  laft;  but  to  confider 
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Ais,  "  He  that  fcrves  me,  him  will  my  Father  honour, 
I  **  that  every  cup  of  cold  water,  Ihall  have  a  difciple'a 
**  reward;  that  every  groan  Ihall  be  heard ;  that  what 
**  you  do  to  one  of  thcfc  little  ones,  you  do  it  to  Chritt,'^ 
and  Chritl  takes  it  kindly  as  done  to  himfelf ;  that 
*•  the  Lord  remembers  the  love  of  your  efpoufals,** 
Jer.  ii.  when  you  follow  him  in  a  land  not  fown»  that 
the  comfort  of  all  your  labours,  tears,  fuffcrings,  Ihal! 
follow  you  to  heaven,  and  for  ever  lodge  in  that  bleifed 
breaft  of  thine;  O  brethren,  faith  Paul,  **  always  a- 
**  bound,'*  and  fpend  your  time  here,  *•  knowing  your 
•*  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord;"  why  do  men  feck 
to  pleafe  men,  and  place  their  glory  there?  becaufe 
men  fee  and  approve  them ;  O  what  is  this  to  the  ap- 
probation of  a  Qod  ? 

SECT.    VIL 

vl  Then  prefervc  this  your  glory;  when  men  have 
any  thing  in  the  world  that  is  their  glory,  their  crown, 
fheir  treafure,  O  they  will  keep  that  efpecially ;  rather 
lofe  life  than  lofe  their  names,  and  glory  in  the  world; 
O  prcferve  the  Spirit  of  holincfs,  efpecially  in  thefe 
places;  this  hath  been,  this  only  ihall  be  our  glgry; 
and  that  not  in  name,  and  yet  dead,  but  in  deed  and 
in  power  we  have  had  our  Chriflian  converfatton,  and 
that  not  by  contenting  ourfelves  with  a  Jittle,  but  to  be 
cxafitly  holy;  a  little  fpot  is  foon  feen  in  your  coat; 
you  Ihall  obferve  it. 

I.  When  the  Jews  Ihall  be  made  the  glory  of  all  the 
earth,  their  glory  fhall  not  confift  then  in  immediate 
revelations;  but  in  fanftification;  there  Ihall  be  hoK- 
nefs  and  fan£tification;  there  fliall  be  holinefs  on  pots 
and  horfe  bridles. 

2;  When  the  Lord  will  be  a  defence  to  his  people^ 
•and  a  ftiadow  from  heat,  and  from  the  fun;  it  iliall  be 
when  the  Lord  hath  purged  away  the  filth  of  men  by 
a  fpirit  of  burnj^ng;  not  which  burns  up  all  holinefs, 

but 
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but  filthinefs  and  felf-confidencc  in  any  hoUnefsi  and 
hypocrify,  and  fo  they  fhali  be  holy,  Ifa.  iv.  3,  4. 

3^  Hour  many  men  Humble  by  opioions,  divifions, 
&c.  (the  fruiis  of  a  corrupt  head,  and  dreams  of  a 
dunghill  heart)  that  had  rather  live  in  forrows  among 
eneniies,  than  divifions  among  friends!  O  thefpiritof 
people,  as-  foon  as  any  new  calf  is  made,  fall  down  and 
worihip  it,  and  break  the  ancient  land-marks  which  the 
word  hath  fet,  and  then  make  prognoflications  of  all 
ill  weather  to  arife  from  oppofing  their  opinion;  never 
fliall  our  glor/be  recovered  till  thefe  evils  are  confeffed 
•and  lamented,  and  the  fin  of  the  heart,  which  begat  them. 

4.  I  wondered  why  fo  few  be  converted  (though 
bleffcd  be  God,  fome  the  Lord  doth  pick  out,  a  few 
fervants,  children  and  patiVes)  is  it  not  becaufe  either 
this  exemplary  holinefs,  which  is  our  glory,  is  not,  or 
not To  (hining,  but  our  lamps  are  dim?  Miniilers  preach, 
and  hearers  are  troubled,  but  they  then  look  upon  fcan- 
dals  and  offences  from  others,  and  fo  are  beaten  off  a- 
gain,  Zech.  viii.  20,  21,  22,  23.  O  therefore  preferve 
it. 

'    5.  How  will  all  the  world  abhor  the  ways  we  walk 
in,  if  we  mifcarry  ? 

6.  God  will  have  holy  churches,  he  is  refining  the 
whole  world  now  for  that  end,  and  will  do  fo  more 
and  more,  and  go  on. 

SECT.  vm. 

^fft.  JriOW  fliall  we  preferve  it  ? 

Atif.  I.  Take  heed  of  harbouring  an  ill  opinion'  of 
holinefs;  for  then  if  your  judgments  diflike  it,  your 
tongues  and  your  lives  fliall  difgrace  it:  Take  heed  of 
imagining  that,  firft,  there  is  no  grace  in  faints,  only 
immediate  a£lings  of  the  Spirit ;  this  is  no  Spirit  oi 
holinefs,  no  more  than  in  Balaam's  afs,  through  which 
God  fpake  to  him. 

Secondly,  That  thefe  graces  arc  only  common;  who 

•  wiU 
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will  feek  much  after  that,  or  cfteem  that  which  13  but 
common?  this  is  to  defpife  the  Spirit,  to  contemn  the 
blood  of  the  covenant,  whereby  the  church  is  fanftified. 
Thirdly,  That  grace  is  fo  dark  and  obfcurc  a  thing 
always,  as  no  evidence  can  be  had  by  it,  though  it  be 
peculiar  grace :  this  is  a  high  degree  of  difgrace  to  the 
Spirit  of  grace;  if  one  Ihould  fay,  here  is  a  man,  but 
believes  not  his  teftiraony,  it  is  doubtful  and  very 
queflionable  whatever  he  faith :  it  is  a  difhonour  to 
him,  take  heed  of  this :  When  the  Spirit  of  holincfs 
comes  to  us  in  form,  it  comes  thus,  with. little  peace; 
but  when  in  power,  with  much  affurance,  1  Thcff.  i,  5. 
It  is  a  fad  thing,  if  that  which  was  the  complaint  of  the 
Prophet,  fliall  be  the  complaint  of  the  Spirit,  **  Who 
^'  hath  believed  our  report,  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of 
"  the  Lord  revealed  ?" 

2.  Take  heed  of  decaying  in  a  fpirit  of  bounty  and 
love,  and  in  largenefs  of  heart  to  all  the  people  of  God, 
nay,  to  all  men,  fofar  as  you  have  time  and  llrepgth; 
let  a  man  be  never  fo  great  a  prince,  if  he  once  lofe 
his  bounty, 'he  lofeth  his  glory;  fo  here,  Ifa.  Iviii.  8. 
"  Give  bread  to  the  hungry,  then  fliall  thy  light  break 
**  out  of  obfcurity/'  Many  complain  that  New  Eng- 
land hath  fo  little  love,  non  members  are  not  vifued, 
not  regarded  (though  many  times  unjuftly.)  O  they 
thought  to  fee  fo  much  lovci  and  care,  and  pity;  but 
here  they  may  live  and  never  be  ipoken  to,  never  vifi- 
tcd;  O  take  heed  of  this;  nothing  beautifies  a  Chrill- 
ian  in  the  eyes  of  others  more  than  fuch  love,  (hypo- 
crify  is  nought)  O  excel  here;  vifit  poor  families,  fit 
one  half  hour  and  fpeak  to  difcouraged  hearts,  fhew 
kindnefs  to  ft  rangers;  fuch  you  were;  I  will  warrant 
God  will  blefs  you ;  this  was  the  glory  of  Chrift,  full 
of  grace  and  truth. 

3.  Be  Very  careful  in  receiving  in  of  members  into 
churches;  one  ill  man  will  be  a  fpot  and  pollution  to 
all  the  reft,  Jude  12.  "fpots  inyour  feafts;"  you  know 
|k>w  many  come  over,  bow  it  begins  to  be  pleaded  for; 

what! 
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what!  notbaptifed,  and  profeflbrs?  and  yet  how  many 
are  disfigured;  therefore  try  thera  well,  take  hecdcrf 
thinking  elders  or.  churches  are  ftri£t. 

Fourthly,  Be  much  in  prayer  for  the  churches,  Ifii. 
Ixii,  7,  "  Give  the  Lord  no  reft  till  he  make  Jcrufaiera 
•*  the  praife  of  the  whole  earth;"  that  is  the  way;  do 
you  fee  any  fins  in  the  country,  go  and  (land  in  the 
gap  with  Mofes,  and  though  the  Lord  offer  to  do  good 
to  you,  yet  turn  him  not  off  fo,  till  he  promtfe  to  re^ 
lieve  his  poor  churches  alfo ;  beg,  and  this  will  do  it; 
be  much  in  fading,  Jt  is  a  ikame  for  us  (who  are  lay- 
ing the  foundations  of  many  generations)  no  to  be  much 
with  God  in  prayer  and  fading,  and  that  when  ia  other 
places  there  is  fo  much  fowing  of  this  feed. 


CHAP.    X-    SECT.  'L 

i 
Sbewng  tbaf  counterfeit  grace  is  not  lofting*  ' 

Verfe  8*  And  tbt  foolt/b  faid  unto  the  Vfifif  Give  us  of  your  oU^formr  '' 

lamps  are  going  out,  \ 

9.  But  the  vnfe  anfwered,  faying^  Notfo^  left  there  be  not  ensu^  I 

for  us  and  you;  hut  go  you  rather  to  them  tbatfeU^  and  I 

buy  for  yourfelves. 

IN  thefe  words  is  fct  down  the-  effcft  which  this  a- 
wakening  cry  took  in  the  fooliih  virgins  only. 

Fird,  They  come  to  feel,  and  fo  to  complain  of  the 
want  of  oil. 

Secondly,  They  petition  the  wife,  that  they  would 
give  them  of  their  oil;  which  latter  is  amplified  in  vcr. 
9.  from  the  anfwer  thfe  wife  made  unto  them. 

We  Ihall  open  the  words  as  we  come  to  obfenre  a- 
ny  thing  from  them,  and  begin  now  with  the  com- 
plaint  (*•  Otr  lamps  are  gone  out")  or  *'  going  out,*' 
it  is  all  one;  the  wife  virgins  lamps  did  grow  dim«  bat 
yet  their  oil  was  not  fpent;  but  there  their  pil  was  Tpent, 
and  hence  their  lamps  were  going  out* 
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Obferv.  i.  That  counterfeit  and  common  grace  of 
4)oliih  virgins,  after  fometime  p£  glorious  profeffioo, 
will  certainly  go  out,  and  be  quite  fpent:  Itconfumes 
in  the  ufing,  and  Ihining  and  burning.  Luke  viii.  i8. 
^  To  him  that  hath  fliall  be  given;  but  he  that  hath 
**  not»  &all  be  taken  from  him  that  which  be  hath/' 
John  pcv.  2. 6.  '*  Every  tn^anch  in  me  that  beareth  not* . 
'  *^  fruity  it  withers,"  then  it  is  taken  away,  and  fo  it  is 
confumed,  and  in  time  burned ;  and  hence  many  that 
**  are  firft,  are  in  time  laft,"  Mat*  ix.  20.  and  many  that 
'^  are  laft,  firft,"  men  that  have  beea  moft  forward^ 
decay,  life  decays,  and  thefe  are  laft:  and  laft  are  firft; 
many  newly  brought  home  to  Chrift,  excel  them,  and 
live  fo,  and  die  fo,  that  one  would  think  ftiould  never 
hold  out.  I  need  not  fpeak  more,  fcripture  is  fo  abtind<« 
.  ant:  I  fay,  it  is  after  fome  time  of  profeilion;  for  at 
firft  it  rather  grows  than  decays  and  withers;  but  after- 
wards they  have  enough  of  it,  it  withers  and  dies:  And 
look  as  it  is  with  fome  bodies  when  they  are  healthful, 
they  grow  by  all  means;  but  when  once  nature  is  fpent 
and  now  declining^  nothing  recovers  them,  though 
they  may  be  kept  at  a  ftay  for  a  time,  but  die  they 
Will  with  their  beft  cordials  in  their  mouths;  fo  it  is 
here. 

For  explication  of  this  point,  we  are  to  attend  how 
and  why  this  is  thus:  and  that  not  in  the  worft,  but 
in  the  beft  of  the  foolifli  virgins. 

Firft,  The  Spirit  of  God  comes  upon  many  hypo- 
crites in  abundant  and  plentiful  meafure  of  awakening 
grace;  I  fay  it  oomes  upon  them  as  it  did  upon  Bala- 
am, Nttn!)b.  xxiv.  2.  And  as  it  is  in  overflowing  wa- 
ters, which  fpread  far,  and  grow  very  deep,  and  fill 
many  empty  places,  they  fall  upon  the  ground,  they 
come  not  from  any  Ipring  within  the  ground;  and 
hence  though  they  laft  not  always,  yet  they  laft  fome 
good  time;  lo  it  is  here;  the  grace  and  Spirit  of  God 
comes  fuddenly  and  plentifully  upon  many  a  man^ 
which  gives  them  a  time  of  iSouriihingi  incomes  not 

from 
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from  imitation,  or  education,  or  moral  perfuafion  oniyi 
but phyfically  from  the  Spirit  of  God,  i  Sara.  x.  i  z.  wheii 
they  wondered  t^iat  Saul  Was  among  the  phrophcts,  one 
anfwered,  "  who  is  their  father?"  who  gave  them  this 
gift  of  prophecy?  is  it  not  the  Lord?  fo  the  fame  Lord  is 
rich  to  Saul  alfo:  And  1  fay,  it  is  only  awakening  grace; 
for  renewin'g  grace,  favingly  to  change  their  nature,  13 
not  given,,  but  awakening  grace,  which  works  upon  con- 
fcience,  and  confcience  upon  the  whole  man;  and  thus 
it  was  here  with  thefe  virgins,  they  had  woncierfuUight, 
and  a  fpirit  of  illumination  to  fee  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
hence  to  look  for  him  with  much  affection  and  forward- 
nefs,  as  well  as  the  wife,  and  to  keep  them  company 
in  church  fellowfliip,  and  though  they  were  fecure,  to 
complain  of  their  decays,  and  defire  the  Spirit  of  grace, 
which  they  faw  in  the  wife. 

Secondly,  Though  it  doth  come  upon  them  thus, 
yet  it  doth  mfver  rell  within  fo  as  to  dwell  there,  to 
take  up  an  eternal  manfion  for  himrelf,  Ifa.  xi.  lo. 
**  his  reft  Ihall  be  glorious,'*  Ifa.  Ivii.  15.  This  is  a 
favour  the  Lord  Ihews  only  to  the  contrite  above  all 
people  in  the  world  befides.  Rom.  viii.  11.  "  If  the 
**  Spirit  which  raifed  up  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead 
**  dwell  in  you,  it  fliall  quicken  you,  and  fcal  you  up 
**  to  be  fons,"  as  ij  is  there  cxpreffed. 

Thirdly,  Hence  it  doth  decay  by  little  and  little  as 
a  man  that  dwells' not,  but  fojourneth  for  a  little  time 
141  a  houfe,  he  removes  by  little  and  liule,  till  at  lad 
he  is  quite  gone ;  as  ponds  filled  with  rain  water, 
which  comes  upon  them,  not  fpring  water  Uiat  rifeth 
within  them,  ii  dries  ijip  by  little  and  little  until  qiiite 
dry;  as  it  is  with  light,  after  the  fun  is  declining  and 
fctting,  it  decreafeth  little  and  little,  until  it  be  turn- 
ed unto  darknefs;  fo.  it  is  here;  and  as  it  was  in  the 
cberubims,  where  the  glory  of  God  was,  and  the 
Lord  departed  by  little  and  little;  as  in  Saul,  firft  he 
jicglefts  the  command  of  the  Lord  in  one  thing,  then 
in  another,  tliea  the  '^  Spirit  of  God  departed,  and  an 

"  cvU 
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"'evil  fpirit  of  fadnefs  c^mc  upon  hiia ;  a.nd  then  he 
thresit^ns  David,  then  kills  the  priefts  of  the  Lord,  then 
S[oe$  to  a  witch,  add  aiUft  kills  biaifelf;  and  I  fay  tbi^ 
is  bcjcaufe  (be  I^ord  dwells  not  there;  and  hence,  John 
xvt  becaufe  the  branch  is  not  engraflfed  into  the  ftock; 
and  this  is  'ufually  at  the  very  height  of  affcftion  and 
proftflio^l;  as  the  ftony  ground  fprang  up;  when  did  it 
wither?  whf  n  it  came  to  its  height;  as  flowers  that  conie 
to  wither  when  they  are  come  to  their  heiglit  of  grcuvrth; 
and  hence  alfo  men  when  they  have  nibftt  and  beft 
means  and  eJTcft,  and  love  them«  yet  then  theiy  die  and 
wither*    And  it  decays  by  four  means. 

SECT.    IL 

Firft,  Through  want  of  daily  nourilhment 
and  fnpply  from  the  Lord  Jefus;  for  look  as  it  is  with 
jDaov  bodies,  fuppqfe  they  ^have  life,  yet  if  there  be 
not  daily  naurifbment  for  it»  and  wholfom©  alfo,  it  will 
die  ere  long,  and  confume;  fa  it  is  here,  there  is  a  kind 
of  life  which  hypocrites  hayc  from  Ghrift*  and  it  may 
be  fed,  and  fo  they  live  for  a  time:  but  this  the  Lord 
never  dotMor  them,  they  are  not  always  fed,  and 
hence  die,  a9  it  is  John  vL  fome  were  quickened  to 
follow  after  Chrift  in  the  wilderniefs  for  loaves,  foxn^ 
for  better  ends  (as  his  difciplcs)  but  the  Lord  knew 
iheir  want,  *Mahaur  not  for  the  meat  that  p^rifheth^ 
^*  but  for  that  which  gives  everlafting  life,"  which 
Chrift  will  give  you;  and  hence  the  whole  chapter  is 
•pent  up'>n  this,  to  feed  upon  bimfelf,  whence  the  beft 
irere  offended;  let  a  man  partake  of  all  ordinances, 
)rivi]eges,  he  fliall  find  nothing  elfe  but  decay,  unltfs 
be  Lord  be  in  them  all  to  give  daily  nourilhrnent,  Eph. 
V,  1 6.  daily,  I  mean,  as  there  is  decreafe  of  that  tafle 
bey  have  bad  of  the  Lord. 

Secondly,  Through  the  cmptinefs  of  a  form;  for 
^hen  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells  not,  but  only  comes  u- 
ion  a  man,  it  is- not  long  but  it  corrupts  into  a  form 

Vol.  IL  H  ever 
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ever  after;  a  man  at  firft  knows  many  truths,  and  at 
firft  is  affe£led  with  them, he  doth  not  prelcntly  forget 
them,  or  fhut  his  eyes  againft  them,  but  after  he  bath  | 
known  th^ra  a  little  while,  at  laft  the  fwcetnefs  of  that  j 
knowledge  is  loU;  and  fo  he  hath  a  form  of  knowledge, 
like  leflons  which  a  man  hath  been  much  affedted  with,  1 
but  having  plied  or  heard  them  oft,  he  hears  and  knows  ; 
them,  but  is  not  affe€l6d  with  them,  £zek.  xxziii.  ult*  \ 
So  at  firft  a  man  dcth  niany  duties  with  delight;  ftay  \ 
a  while,  and'he  keeps  the  duty,  but  the  delight  is  gone  | 
in  it,  and  fohath  ah  empty  form;  now  where  the  pow- 
er of  godlinefs,  and  the  eternal  life  of  Chrift  is  not,  it 
degenerates  firflly   uftfally  into  this  form,  and  this  is  ^ 
all  that  is  left;  and  the  form,  being -empty,  henc«  firft,  i 
A  man  comes  to  loath  the  truth,  and  profefBon  of  the 
ways  of  God,  which  once  he  loved,  and  fo  in  time  to ; 
fall  and  dtcay  without  as  well  as  within;  ds  drink  of 
milk  at  firft  are  fwect,  but  ftay  a  while  and  (the  fpirits 
not  preferving  themfelves)  then  it  grows  dead,  and 
four,  and  faplefs,  and  fo  it  is  here.     Gapernaumites 
at  firft  be  affefted,  then  they  fall  to  a  form,  then  hari 
to  be  wrought  npon,  their  hearts  fat  under  all  m^ans; 
V  If  thy  light  be  darknefs,  how  great  is  that  darknefs!** 

Thirdly,  Through  the  pwer  of  luft;  for  where  the 
Lord  dwells  not,  there  fin  reigns,  and  it  will  get  bead^ 
where  it  hath  had  any  affront,  and  fo  choak  the  powcfi 
of  all  means,  and  hence  a  man  withers,  as  in  the  thorny^ 
ground,  it  grew  and  choaked  the  word.  ' 

Fourthly,  Through  the  fitnefs  of  external  tempta-^ 
tion,  which  tnuft  and  will  prevail,  when  the  Lord  is' 
jiot  within  to  keep  the  palace ;  it  is  ftrongcr  than  all 
common  graces  in  the  world,  and  will  draw  away  the' 
heart  and  life.  Rev.  iii.  lo.  there  is  an  hoarof  temp^ 
tation  which  tries  men,  which  will  difcover  men  in-' 
deed;  now  thofe  temptatioiVs  are  ever  fuitable  to  places^ 
and  perfons.  \ 

SECT. 
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I 

SECT.    III. 

Firft,  OOMETIME  the  temptation  is  extreme 
vaot,  as  it  was  with  the  Ifraelitcs^  when  they  were 
wdpr  the  opprcffions  of  Pharaoh;  O  to  facrifice  to  the 
-.ird  in  a  wildernefs,  and  to  enjoy  the  land  of  Canaan, 
vhcre  they  fhould  have  ordinances;  O  they  arc  much 
akcn  with  this !  and  many  prayers  and  groans  to  be 
lelivered  out  of  thefr  oppfeflions;  but  when  they  came 
0  the  wildernefs,  and  therie  did  want  bread,  and  then 
>ater,  how  they  murmur:  which  God  remembers,  and 
ills  them  off  for:  Had  they  not  ilofes,  and  the  clond^ 
od  God*s  promife,  and  experience,  why  did  they  corn- 
lain?  O  to  bear  want,  they  could  not!  extreme  want 
» likis  extreme  ficknefs,  it  makes  all  fweet  things  bit- 
ftf;  fomc-^wants  men  can  bear,  but  not  extremity; 
his  faddle  doth  pinch  fo  hard;  fo  the •  young  man, 
IForfake  all  for  me,"  faith  Chrift,  but  he  could  not> 
}od  and  creatures  are  enough,  but  not  God  alone;  fo 
Us  wiih  many  a  man,  he  can  be  content  to  lofe  fome- 
ling,  but  when  brought  very  low,  cares  and  feara 
row  up  and  choak  all. 

Secondly,  Sometimes  the  want  of  fpiritual  fupply  ; 

man  looked  for  raiKh  from  the  ordinances,  and  finds 
inot;  not  becaufe  the  Lord's  heart  is  ftraitened,  but 
tcaufe  theirs  are  not  enlarged;  and  hence  they  have 
•ougb  of  God,  and  all  his  ordinances;  they  have  had, 
ic  heart  of  them,  and  now  let  them  life^-fallow,  Zcch. 
!•  my  foul  loathed  them,  and  theirs  rae. 
'  Thirdly,  Sometimes  abundance  (>(  outward  blcfmgs, 
wee,  liberty,  plenty  here?  now  tbefc  things,  like 
^uxtd  in  fummer,  it  is  llrange  to  fee  what  lufty  weeds 
iw  there  be,  that  did  appear  dead  in  rime  of  winter, 
feut.  viii^  II.  O  then  take  heed  thou  forget  not  the 
tord  thy  God;  now  proud  aiid  fecure^  and  forfake  all. 

Fourthly,  Sometimes  perfecution  from  men:  if  hot 
id  total  ruin  be  threatened,  this  fcares  from  God. 

Ha  Fifthly, 
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Fifthly,  Sometimes  corrupt  teachers  and  delu&ons 
anfong  them. 

Sixthly,  Incrcafe  of  imquity  in  good  and  had,  in  the 
place  where  men  live;  henc^  lore  ivaxetb  cold:  ill 
which  are  Matih.  xxiv. 

I  will  name  m>  more,  bm  thits  meos  comsiofl  grace 
comes  t9  wither  and  die  in  theio;  aad  the  rcafaosirc 
thcfe: 

S  E  C  T.    IV. 

Pfe.  t.  Hence  A>  not  truft  men  t<K>  far,  mr 
boaft  of  any  man  to<i  nioch,  efpecially  in  regard  tfiui 
^orious  profeffion  and  affedionaat  the  fir  ft;  God  feoda 
divers  cf  his  faithful  fervanta  to  a  place,  and  maajr  tt 
firft  hearing  are  wrought  upon,  battered  dowQ«  eoafia* 
ccd,  mourning  after  p6acc,  goinj;  to  minifters^  delisk 
in  ordinances;  now  many  minifters  ble&God.fordidr 
converfton,  and  many  a  Clirifllan  is  put  out  of  doubt 
of  it,  parents  of  their  children,  and  cfaildres  ^  their 
parents,  one  brother  of  another,  and  one  ChriAisa 
neigr^bour  of  another;  whom  he  got  out  once  to  heir, 
and  once  hearing  overcame;  and  for  a  time  there  is 
other:  O  take  heed  of  boafting  too  much,  it  mayte 
they  may  and  will  fall  {before  they  hare  lived  nKiaf 
years)  down,  when  at  their  height:  what  niaa  i 
ever  fought  unto  more  than  John  ?  all  Judea  came  a«- 
to  him,  yet  at  laft  they  forfake  him,  rejoiced  but  afct- 
fon  in  that  light;  they  went  alfo  from  him  to  Clurift 
John  vii.  26.  32.  yet  John  complains,  none  reccivd 
his  teftimony  5  Chrift  himfelf  preached  in  Capemaao^ 
and  never  fiich  exalting  a  man,  they  boafteo  In  hi«^ 
yet  only  a  few  babes  which  the  Lond  wrought  iip«*i 
the  Galatians  \vo«ld  lofe  their  eyes  for  Paul,  yetafi^ 
ward  they  flight  him,  and  join  falfe  teachers  agaiw 
him:  O  therefore  pray  for  them,  and  weep  for  iM 
biitxlo  not  truft  them  too  far;  neither  trnft  ypwrielit^ 
too  much:  Job  viii.  3i»^**  Thca  are  ye  my  difcip^ 
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*^  if  you  camiime  ;*'  Demas  £>rfakcs  Pad;  a!i  in  Afia 

forfake  me* 

S  E  C  T-    V- 

Vf<g  1.  XlENCE  be  not  offiended  if  wc  fee  niany 
apoitatife,  and  fall  from  ihelr  muic  euuneat  pnofeifion ; 
fbeir  lamps  will  go  out ;  we  do  not  wander  if  puads 
f»Il  In  winter  are  dry  ia  funnser,  becauie  it  ia  tbe 
time  and  fcafon  of  ic,  a.od  they  •  want  iprin^  to  feed 
fhem ;  aiid  never  w^as  there  any  titne  fince  the  v  cu-Id 
began  that  there  were  fuch  apolhicies  as  now. 

Firft«  One-  man  alter  much  proteffion  iatends  to  fol- 
bw'the  LdFd,  confcience  is  troubled  at  humaji  invej^ 
Jsons;  O,  faitti  he,  if  delivered,  well  enoogh,.  though 
I  hk  never  fo  mudi !  well,  he  lay^  out  all«  and  la  de- 
liv^ed;  btit  that  which  quieta  oonfcience,  doth  not 
•^uiet  his  heart  atid  affe&icws;  bac  hia  very  kfs  for 
totofcience  makes  his  luAs  and  deiires  after  oiber  thinga 
httdk  out  more  eagerly,  Mid  men  caimct  mow  Uve  u- 
p(ya  gafpel  only,  with  breafd  and  wcater;  no,  no,,  you  are 
deceived ;  as  it  is  with  fiok  men,  tbey  let  go  all  their 
eftate  for  their  recovery;  but  when  recovered,  they 
mud  get  up  their  eftate  again,  this  will  not  fatisfy  ; 
And  thus  fome  fall  fpiritually.  , 

Secondly,  Others  they  fought  for  maich  in  ardinan- 
ees,  but  finding  net  what  they  Ix^oked  for,  ordlaance^ 
arc  but  as  pictures,  fair  a&tr  off;  but  when  men  come 
iKat  tHem,  word,  and  f<^lh}wlhip,  and  people  of  Gud, 
theft  they  dcfprfe  them,  becaufe  they  find  vpi  a  Hvjcng 
God  there. 

Thirdly,  While  Gf)d  keeps  men  xrnder  fad  temptaw 
ti<wi,  wants  and  aiftidtiofrs;  O  then  they  are  humble, 
*ttd  pray ;  but  when  hied  with  eafe^  and  peace  and 
pWnty,  and  honour,  then  bow  lofty  and  feoure  ?  thia 
w  better  than  the  Lord  :  Never  fuch  a  decay  of  the 
^irit  of  prayer;  never  was  there  fuch  a  confufian  in 
the  worid,  fiith  burning  of  cities, Haying  of  men,,  rtm^ 

H3  of 
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of  churches,  God  minding  to  (lain  the'  pride  of  all  glo- 
ry; and  yet  never  fuch  hearts. 

Objeft.  But  to  Hand  lo  long,  and  yet  to  fall,  fcems 
Ilrangc  ? 

Anf*  If  foon,  it  i^  a  wonder;  but  if  long,  it  is  no 
wonder;  if  once  pad  growings  you  do  not  wonderifan 
oak  be  now  decaying. 

Objeft.  But  they  keep  their  profeilion  dill  only  ia 
one  thinjc  vile,  the  error  is  only  in  their  minds,  a  fpi- 
lit  of  diffeniion  from  the  people  of  God. 

Anf.  Scarce  fhall  you  fee  one  roan  in  a  hundred  that 
is  vile  in  every  thing,  that  falls  totally;  the  feoliih 
virgins  did  not  fo,  yet  their  oil  was  fpent,  and  their 
lamps  going  out;  tliere  was  a  mafn  that  was  flain  fud- 
denly,  and  his  blood  in  his  face  was  frelh,  his  beauty 
glorious,  and  many  weeks  continued  without  putrefac- 
tion, yet  life  within  was .  gone  ;  fo  it  is  the  condiiiofl 
of  many  a  man  by  one  wound  or  fin:  And  hence  9 
phy fician  at  Wittenberg  writes  of  the  caufe  of  it,  be 
not  therefore  offended  at  them,  but  wonder  at  the  Lord 
that  he  keeps  thee:  Iknow  there  are  d<^caying  faints, 
but  they  recover  again  here. 

SECT.    VL 

Ufe  3.  W  Therefore  labour  for  the  grace  that  m37 
lad,  the  bread  that  may  lafl  to  everlailing  life;  in  all 
bargains  and  buildings  men  will  have  a  fpecial  eye  to 
that  which  will  lafl: ;  if  it  be  rotten,  let  whofoevcr  will 
take  it;  and  be  fure  it  is  fo;  fur  when  God  doth  fuliy 
awaken  you,  you  will  fee  it  is  not  right;  the  foolilh 
vigins  they  thought  they  were  well  before;  but  now 
after  fonie  time,  and  awakened,  tliey  fee'  it  will  ni>t 
hold  nor  continue.  For  the  Lord's  lake  be  fufpicious 
here;  fear  left  a  promife  being  left,  any  fall  fliort^f . 
it;  other  things  will  not  laft,  neither  creatures,  oor 
the  Lord  to  do  you  good,^  unlefs  you-  have  everlaffing 
grace.     It  is  a  time,  the  Lord  is  ftripping  die  world  of 

all 
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all  ornament,  your  wives,  children,  churches f  God 
will  take  your  hufbands,  parents,  members,  minifters 
from  you;  yet  if  a  heart  to  clofc  with  the  Lord,  O  this 
is  right. 

^eft.  How? 

Anf,  1.  Take  heed  of  any  afi<;£lion,  without ,  iirfl: 
fubduing  the  contrary  lull;  forif  you  mingle  them,  the 
one  will  chuak  the  other;  this  is  fgwipg  among  thorns, 
Jer.  iv.  3,  4.  . 

2.  Maintain  it  upon  an  everlaftlng  root;  if  the  Lord 
gives  you  grace,  and  you  fct  it  in  your  own  garden,  it 
will  die;  no,  let  it  receive  life  from  the  proraife,  that 
unchangeable  love,  and  grace,  and  faithfulnefs;  fay, 
if  that  fupports  npt,  I  fall,  i  Sam.  xxiii.  5.  Ifa.  xlvi. 
from  gray  hairs  I  will  carry  thee;  Pi'al.  xxiii.  2,3. 
the  Lord  leads  to  waters,  he  feeds ;  But  I  decay  ?  yet 
he  reftores  ray  foul:  O  but  he  afflids  much?  yet  his 
rod  and  (laff  comfort  me;  I  fhall  dwell  in  the  houfe  of 
God  for  ever.  Be  more  empty  as  the  Lord  fills  you: 
But  O'the  fm  of  this  world;  all  the  creatures  in  the 
world  cannot  content,  but  grace  doth,  and  hence  men 
regard  not  the  Lord ;  and  hence  you  perifh,  and  your 
grace  fliall  perifli  alfo. 


CHAP.    XL     SECT.    L 

Unregencrate  ptrfons  may  have  afenfe  of  their  niiant 
of  grace. 


Our  Lamps  *(irc  out. 


ObftrvatUn  2.  HPHAT  foolinx  virgins,  or  unre- 
.    -*■      generate  perfons  may  fee  and 
fo  complain  of  an  utter  want  of  all  faving  grace. 

Look  but  upon  this  pattern,  they  thoaght  they. were 
rich;  and  had  fomething,  but  now  they  fee  they  have 

H  4  pothing; 
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nothing;  and  hence  when  they  fearch  their  lives,  our 
Umps  are  out ;  when  they  fearch  their  hearts,  it  there 
«ny  grace,  of  Spirit  of  Ghrjft,  or  Ghrift  by  his  Spirit 
there?  no,  our  oil  is  fpent,  iind  hence  "  give  usyoor ' 
*'  oil;**  they  faw  nothing  now.  The  fame  perfenstiiac 
are  fametimes  fo  puft  up,  they  think  they  are  rich  and 
iland  in  need  of  nothing,  may  be  bafeiy  dejtAed,  ifid 
ib  feel  a  want  of  all  things. 

^eff.  How  may  this  appear? 

Anf.  Firft,  Becaufe  this  is  no  more  than  what  the 
devils  have;  if  this  be  fan^ification,  to  fee  Ihavead 
fanCtification ;  if  this  be  humility,  to  fee  I  have  no 
humility;  if  this  be  cleatinefs,  to  fee,  I  have  ncHhiaj 
bat  undeanneis;  the  devils  then  are  fan6lified  tod 
cleanfed;  who  as  they  are  unclean  fpirits,  and  ac* 
curfed  of  God,  and  fef  apart  to  all  evil  and  fin,-  and 
bound  up  in  the  chains  of  darknefs,  fo  they  know  it; 
they  believe  the  word,  and  they  know  they  have  bo 
Chrift,  no  grace,  no  lovt  of  God,  never  ihall  fee  mer- 
cy, comfort,  &cc.  and  tremble  at  this,  **  with  whom 
*'  there  is  nothing  but  a  fearful  looking  for  of  jadg- 
•*  ment." 

Secondly,  Becaufe  this  is  no  more  th^n  what  tbe 
law  may  bring  a  man  unto;  "  For  by  the  law'*  Rom. 
iii.  ao.  *'  is  the  knowledge  of  fin;"  /.  e.  not  only  of 
grofs  fins,  but  alfo  of  fecret  fins;  for  confctence,  which 
is  in  every  man's  heart,  will  difcover  the  firft;  roes 
that  live  nndcr  the  law  fee  more;  and  hence  Paul 
fpeaks  of  bimfelf,  "  fo  far  forth  as  under  the  law,'* 
Rom.  vii.  7,  8,  9,  10,  11.  ^ow  that  which  may  be 
wrought  in  a  man  merely  by  the  law,  may  be  wrought 
in  a  man  under  the  law;  a  man  under  the  law,  is  un- 
der  the  reign  of  the  law,  which  is  to  convince  of  pol- 
lution univerfal,  and  fo  to  curfe  ;  **  The  law  is  not  the 
**  miniftration  of  life  to  any  man,"  2  Cor.  iii.  7.  Gal. 
iii.  24.  and  if  ihe  law  may  convince  of  fin  thus,  this 
fight  of  fin  and  vilenefs  is  no  part  of  eternal  life,  and 
therefore  foofifli  virgins  may  jwell  come  thus  far;  aad 

this 
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Ais  Wili  erpMkHjr  be  found  among  them  where  ther^ 

k  n  feafchiiig  mimftry,  th«t  there  h  fcarce  any  clofe 

conveyance  but  the  word  difcovers  them  :  Geha£i  can. 

toot  carry  it  fa  clofeiy,  n^  Ananias  fo  cunningly ,  buc 

filifiia  and  Peter  will  find  it  out;  Heb.  iv.  ii.  •*  The 

"  Word  is  quick  and  powerful,  and  fcarcheth,*'  which 

is  but  a  common  work;  end  hence  when  Peter  bad  told 

Simon  Magus,  "  thou  art  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs,*'  he 

dcnieth  it  not,  but  faith,  **  O  pray  for  me;'*  indeed  if 

the  Word  diibovera  the  ftrong  holds,  and  high  forts,  and 

feenst  hifts  and  imaginations,  and  beats  them  down, 

tad  fo  briags  the  (bul  in  fubje£tion  to  Chrill,  and  into 

Captivity,  that  is  it  which  is  the  power  of  the  gofpel, 

tod  love  of  Ghrift  peculiar  to  his  peoples  works,  bo( 

to  let  a  mafi  fee  he  hath  nothing  but  filth,  and  to  be  a 

little  affi5£ted  with  it,  this  is  no  more  than  that  which 

is  wrought  in  a  deceitful  hearer.    James  i.  13,  24. 

The  law  or  word  lets  a  grac^lefs  heart  (a  forgetful 

hearer)  fee  himfelf ;  and  what  can  it  truly  difcover  la 

^Am  but  his  viienefe?  thi$  glafs  will  difcover  their  fmal- 

left  fpots;  this  fun  will  let  you  fee  motes:  you  know 

and  fee,  und  that  is  all. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  this  is  no  more  than  the  awak- 
aaing  of  fleepiy  confcience,  which  the  word  man,  and 
clofeft  hypocrite  may  in  time  have;  C&in's  confcience 
while  it  is  fecufe,  thinks  his  offering  as  good  as  his 
brother's,  but  whan  awakened,  noW  *♦  my  fin  is  greater 
**than  I  can  bear;*'  Saul  goes  on  perfccuting  l)ayid^ 
Ut^i  thinks  God  will  help ;  and  hence,  2  Sam.  xxviii.  5. 
fees  to  Urim,  &c.  but  God  anfwers  him  not;  now  he 
fees  his  condition,  and  makes  a  doleful  complaint  of  it, 
l^at  Ood  was  departed,  and  no  anfwer :  this  is  ufual; 
Pfal.  ix.  20.  "  Put  them  in  fear,  O  God,  that  they 
*'  may  know  themfelves  to  be  but  men;"  weak,  finful, 
vile  men ;  when  the  Lord  fets  up  his  judgment-feat  in 
a  man's  ConfCieftce,  not  only  grofs  evils,  but  the  fccret^ 
of  all  hearts,  all  mens  hypocrifiea  are  then  opened  t^ 
themfelves,  as  at  laft  day  to  «lII  the  world;  and  hence 


122  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

as  hypocrites  confciences  fhall  be  broken  open  at  the 
lad  day,  fo  iiow  alfo  in  this  life,  they  may  {be  their 
profeflion  to  be  but  paiot;  hence,  Ifa*.  xxxiii.  14.  Hy- 
pocrites are  afraid  when  God  appears  in  anger;  *'  0 
*'  who  Ihall  dwell  with  God?"  they  are  fometimes  ib 
confounded  with  the  hoUnefs  of  God,  and  the  terror 
of  God  from  thence  againd  fiif,  that  who  fliall  dardl 
with  God  ?  are  there  any  in  the  world  that  can  ilaad 
before  him?  now  all  is  paint,  and  vile  before  him. 

Fourthly,  Becaufe  hypocrites  may  have  cxperieaoe 
of  a  great  change  wrought  in  them,  which  decaying 
and  corrupting,  they  may  fenfibly  find  a  want  of  wUt 
once  they  had;  which  chough  they  thought  it  had  beea 
faving  grace,  or  that  which  would  commend  them  to 
God,  now  they  fee  they  have  no  grace  at  all,  hence 
all  are  left  as  thefe  virgins  ;  if  a  man  never  was  rich, 
he  cannot  be  fenfible  of  being  a  bankrupt,  a  beggar: 
Look  as  it  was  with  Adam,  he  was  in  a  happy  eiiatc, 
in  the  image  of  God ^  now  when  loll,  he  faw  himfelf 
naked,  and  was  afliamed,  and  was  this  faving  grace? 
no :  fo  though  hypocrites  attain  not  to  that  righteoot 
nefs,  yet  they  may  attain  to  fpiritual  excellencies, 
which  they  may  prize  exceedingly,  as  thofe  that  com- 
mend them  before  God  and  men;  but  thefe  corrupting 
they  may  now  eafily  fee  their  nakednefs,  and  vilenels, 
and  want  of  all:  Saul  had  the  Spirit  of  God  we  know, 
but  I  Sam.  xvi.  14.  ^*  an  evil  fpirit  came,  and  God's 
**  Spirit  departed ;'\did  not  Saul  know  this?  the  hav- 
ing of  God^s  Spirit  made  him  more  fenfible  of  the  evil 
fpirit;  fo  it  is  with  many  a  man;  the  Spirit  of  God 
doth  depart,  and  be  cannot  pray  nor  prophecy,  nor 
fpeak,  nor  think,  nor  do,  as  he  did;  nay  he  may  find 
an  evil  fpirit  uppnhim;  and  is  this  unknown?  may 
not  foolifh  virgins  know  this?  as  Samfon  when 
ihaved,      •         '  ,  * 

Fifthly,  Becaufe  that  which  is  fometimes  a  jail  [ 
judgment. of  God  upon  a  carnal  heart,  that  they  may 
ice  a,nd  feel;  but  many  times  (I  fay  not  always,  be- 
caufe 
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Caufe  the  Lord  doth  ufe  this  to  prepare  for  mercj)  it 
is  fo  that  men  that  have  defpifed  grace,  and  Chrift, 
ineo  that  have  coloured  it  over  with.  God,  and  thoughc 
highly  of  themfelves  for  what  they  had ;  they  fhall  lee 
all  their  profeflion  is  but  paint,  and  all  their  gold,  tin 
and  copper;  John  viii.  ai.  **  You  fhall  leek,  me, 
*'  and  fhall jipt  find  roe,  but  fliall  die  in  your  fins;" 
fccking  ever,  prefuppofcth  a  want  of  me  ;  and  if  of 
me,  of  all  life,  of  all.  grace,  of  all  comfori  and  good  ;. 
and  this  lofs  the  Lord  makes  a  punilhment,  which  they 
ihall  bring  upon  tbemfelyes  by  contempt  of  him. 

S  E  C  T.     IL 

Ufe  I.  ItIeNCE  we  may  fee  the  woful  condition 
of  thofe,  viz.  Firft,  conitder  how  far  from  eternal  life 
tbofe  are  that  never  knew  ibcir  fall;  the  foolifh  vir- 
gins knew  their  want  of  oil  and  (hining,  and  yet  were 
fliut  out;  how  great  is  their  fall  then,  and  how  great 
their  mifery,  that  hav^  had  burping  lamps,  but  now 
"know  it  not  ?  this  is  the  ftate  of  many  a  profcffor,  ma- 
ny a  man  who  is  fallen  from  the  Lord,  and  the 
a£fecLions  once  he  had,  but  he  knows  it  not ;  God  did 
enlighten  hijn,  but  now  he  is  blinding  of  him;  he  did 
affeft  him,  but  now  he  is  benumbing  of  him;  he  did 
make  him  tender,  but  now  he  is  making  his  heart  fat; 
he  did  make  him  low>  in  his  own  eyes  (as  Saul,  but 
when  a  king  then  puft  up)  fo  God  is  fwelling  of  him ; 
but  this  is  moft  grievous,  he  k^nows  it  not,  Ifa.  vi.  If 
i  man  did  know  his  lamp  were  going  out,  he  might 
fcek,  as  thefc,  for  it,  and  poffibly  find  it  j  but  now  no 
hope  unlefs  the  Lord  help ;  as  we  fee  men  wounded 
and  falling,  they  are  afloniflied  at  the  blow,  that  they 
^  know  it  not,  and  may  die,  unlefs  thofe  about  them, 
drefs  them,  and  fend  to  and  fro  for  help  to  them;  fo  it 
is  with  many,  men  are  fo  flupified  with  fome.  blows  of 
their  lufts,  unlefs  Chrillian  friends  exhort^  adnionifh, 
and  fend  their  prayers  and  tears  to  heaven  to  the  Lord, 

no 
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no  hope  of  recovery  agfttn,  atid  whether  the  Lerd  mill 
be  encte&ted  ii  bard  to  fay ;  forely  it  is  rare;  imd  je^ 
thus  it  is  I  J(»hn  5.  fofneti^nes,  if  it  be  HM  a  fin  mio 
death  ;  but  in  a  brother^  grace  will  fetch  help;  bat  H 
the  man  never  had  grace,  and  now  fell  urithcnt  ictliag 
there  is  Uttle  hope;  if  a  man  can  fcttl  no  fun  rifing  u- 
pon  him,  nar  yet  how  the  day  goes  Jivray,  whether  the 
fiin  be  fetting  or  no,  it  argues  mifarable  careleflncfs, 
or  miferable  blindnefs,  and  that  the  man  is  so  dark* 
nefe;  fo  here. 

Secondly,  What  will  become  of  tbem  that  werea»* 
ver  call  down  fo  low  as  thefe,  that  never  cause  to  be 
fa  good  as  hypocrites. 

For,  1.  You  were  born  and  have  lived  not  only  in 
a  finfnl  Itate,  but  in  a  Chriftlefs  eftate;  iead  without 
all  life,  every  part  of  thee  polluted* 

'2.  If  rhe  Lord  doth  draw  any  out  of  this  eftate>  hm 
will  make  you  know  whfrt  poor  creatures  yon  are,  that 
you  (hall  fay,  I  thought  I  hlvd  been  thcrs  and  thus,  bat 
I  fee  I  am  wretched ;  I  thought  I  fliould  be  f«ved,  bat 
titiw  I  am  condemned,  fo  that  yei^r  mouth  (haM  be  ftofK 
ped,  Rnmi.  iii.  21.  elfe  you  woukl  never  come  to  the 
Lord,  to  your  Father's  honfe,  avid  prize  the  grace  of 
God,  if  any  hulks  to  live  upon  now. 

3.  You  never  knew  this ;  never  came  to  cotnplaiii 
to  any  CJhrtltian,  O  my  oil  is  Ipent^  ray  larap  is  out; 
Chrift  and  Spirit,  and  all  good  is  gone;  n^s  you  think 
yourfdves  rich,  a^id  want  nothing';  you  hive  iome 
knowledge,  reftraint  of  gcyod  aifeStions,  and  fuU  of 
thtjfe,  ^'  The  Lord  will  fpue  you  OBt  of  his  moucb,'* 
if  it  is*  thus  with  you:  Nay,  althougfi  you  havsc  mescoa 
aiid  hear  of  it,  yet  aVl  t*ie  world  cannot  nrake  yoa 
know  your  nakednefs,  mifery,  fin  und  emptmefe : 
Well,  if  the  Lord  doth  not  fot  np  a  jtidg«ienft-feat  now, 
you  fliall  be  called  before^  it  one  day,  avd.  then  your 
fccrets  fliall  be  made  «ianifeft  before  all  the  waiid ; 
and  bectfufe  you  hy  you  fee,  *^  tborefore  y«mr  tn  re- 
*'  mains;**  John  ix.  41.  fo  fiiy  I  to  you  :     Tou  sever 

did 
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tiut  contemii  Ood,  nor  hste  God,  tlierefore  your  can* 
ttftiflt  rcmaiBs;  if  it  be,  there  Cbrift  will  difcover  it, 
and  h^ftxxMV€  it;  but  is  it  ni.t  To?  thecefiore  yoar  &» 
rtmaintf* 

SECT.    III. 

Ufe  2.  Hence  fee  the  deceit  of  that  finfut  opi- 
nion, that  true  iaoftification  is  to  fee  I  have  no  faac- 
lificatian ;  and  cleanners  of  heart  to  fee  nathing  but 
UQcleannefs;  and  that  this  is  poverty  of  fpirlt,  to  fee 
no  grace  in  a  man's  felf,  nor  no  Cbrift  there;  and  this 
not  only  iiath  been,  but  it  feems  is  fcattefed  ftil) :  which 
asit  ts  pleafing  ta  many  a  gracelefs  heart,  and  (tiitaUe 
to  his  luft,  f(^  it  carrka  a  fair  cl^ak  of  hun>ilitT  and 
fdf-demal  in  it,  and  makes  waj  for  fuch  art  evidence 
which  the  fcripture  did  niever  )cet  declare. 

Poverty  of  fpirit  is  a  ^rac6  peculiar  to  them  that 
fhati  have  the  kingdom  ol  heaven ;  but  to  fee  no  grace 
is  common  to  thofe  that  ihall  be  fhut  out  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven^;  none  but  thole  that  are  judiiied  can  be  fa- 
vtngly  fanAified;  many  that  (hall  be  condemned,  maj 
fee,  do  fee  that  they  have  no  fan^iiication:  And  xhtr^ 
fore  this  is  no  iiinfkification. 

X.  If  this  be  poverty  of  fpirit  to  fee  no  grace,  then 
common  grace  is  fpecial  grace,  peculiar  to  the  eie£k, 
as  true  poverty  is. 

2.  Then  it  is  a  grace  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  mai  tain 
an  untruth,  and  to  give  the  Holy  Ghoft  the  lie;  for 
where  there  is  poverty,  there  is  grace  and  Chrift. 

J.  Then  the  grace  of  poverty  of  fpirit,  fiiapld  be 
quite  contrary  to  the  Spirit  of  grace,  **  which  niakei  ua. 
**  know  the  things  given  us  of  God;'*  but  this  poverty 
of  fpirit  makes  us  not  to  know  them  at  alK 

Yet  many  will  poffcfs  this  true  poverty  of  fpirit,  and 
this  is  true  fanftification  indeed. 

Ftrft,  It  is  true,  where  there  was  never  any  of  the 
grace  of  Chrift,  but  men  have  run  upon  reform ation: 

without 
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without  Ghrift,  andaflfeaion,  &c.  there  men  are  boaitd 
to  fee  their  black  feet,  and  happy  is  the  heart  that  can 
pull  off  every  feather  from  fuch  creftj ;  but  where  it  is, 
and  the  Lord  hath  given  evidence  thereby  according  to 
his  word;  now  to  deny  it,  is  devilifli;  for  it  was  he  that 
faid,  '*  Job  did  not  ferve  God  for  nought/'  and  is  a  lie, 
of  which  he  was  the  father ;  and  is  great  unthankfulnefs 
to  the  Spirit  forwhat  he  hath  done. 

Secondly,  If  there  be  no  grace  in  a  Chriftian  nor  Spi- 
rit, but  all  in  Chrift,  then  fay  it  upon  the  boufe  tops^and 
be  notalhamedof  it;  men  limft  fee  nothing, becaufe  they 
have  nothing;  otherwife  let  this  delufion  rot,  arid  never 
find  acceptance  in  holy  hearts;  and  yet  how  many  ftill 
defcribe  an  hypocrite  by  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit,  faith, 
receiving  Chrift  as  King,  Prieft,  and  Prophet,  &c.  and 
fo  are  clean  creatures  and  upright  men,  by  feeing  nothing 
in  themfelves  contrary  to  Chrift,  Johnxiii.  **  You  are 
"  clean,  but  not  alL" 

Thirdly,  It  is  true,  a  gracious  heart  is  apt  to  deny 
all  the  Lord  hath  done  for  him ;  yet  the  Lord  likes  not 
this ;  as  Calvin  thinks  Peter  did.  Lord  hands  and  fe^t« 
and  all ;  no,  faith  the  Lord,  thou  art  clean  in  bead, 
apd  all  but  thy  feet;  and  hence  needs  no  wa(hing  but 
in  that:  And  what  more  frequent  than  this  fm?  but  to 
make  what  is  finful  a  duty,  this  is  to  turn  day  into 
night,  and  night  into  day ;  to  call  evil  good,  and  bitter 
•fweet. 

SECT-    IV. 

^eft.  I.  BUT  doth  not  the  Lord  bring  every  man 
to  fee  nothing  in  himfelf  ?  . 

Ahf.  Yes,  that  the  Lord  doth  in  preparing  him  for 
Chrift,  or  in  drawing  him  toward  Chrift ;  but  it  is 
where  there  is  nothing,  neither  poverty  or  any  other 
grace. 

^ffft.  2.  But  is  not  this  poverty  of  fpirit,  or.  do  not 
thole  that  are  poor  in  fpirit  fee  nothing  ? 

Anf. 
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Anf.  1.  In  regard  of  that  unregeneratc  part,  which 
the  longer  they  live,  the  more  they  feel  thecvil  of  it,  and 
fo  the  more  poor  they  grow ;  they  fee  no  good  there,  and 
fo  account  tbemfelves  the  moft  miferable  men  mourning 
more  onder.it  than  ever;  yet  fee  no  good  at  all  in  them- 
fclves,  this,  if  their  eyes  be  open,  they  are  not  to  fay,  *'  I 
'  "  delight  in  the  law  in  the  inner  roan ;"  and  hence  a  re- 
generate Chriftian  is  vile  in  his  own  eyes  after  all  duties 
and  enlargements,  he  fees  how  all  is  defiled  with  a  filthy 
heart,  and  hence,  Prov.  xxx.  4,  **  1  am  brutifli  \*^  and 
he  fpeaks  of  his  natural  eftate,  and  in  that  part,  for  elfe 
i)  is  crofs  to  1  Cor.  ii.  10. 

2.  They  fee  nothing  in  themfelves  to  commend  them 
to  God  in  point  of  jufllfication:  here  all  Paul's  pad  and 
pnefent  righteoufnefs  is  accounted  dung.        » 

^eft.  3.  If  an  hypocrite  fees  and  feels  nothing,  and 

•  thofe  that  are  poor  in  fpirit  do  fo,  what  is  the  difference? 

Anf.  The  differences  are  many.  i.  He  that  is  truly 

poor,  fees  fo  much  vilenefs,  as  that  he  loaths  hirafelf, 

Ezek.  vi.  But  the  hypocrite,  if  he  hath  any  excellency, 

,  remains  full  of  it,  proud  with  it,  if  it  be  gone,  he  feeks 

himfelf  «gain,  and  loaths  not  himfelf. 

2.  True  poverty  of  fpirit  drives  a  man  out  of  him- 
felf, and  all  carnal  contents,  as  well  as  graces  to  mer- 
cy, to  live  there,  and  cleave  there,  as  in  the  prodigaf, 
he  did  not  only  fee  a  want,  but  feel  a  need  of  bread ; 
I  die  without  it,  Pfal.  xl.  9,  10.  But  another  that  fees 
no  good,  either  is  not  driven  out  of  his  contents,  hut 
when  he  fees  nothing,  as  Cain,  builds  cities,  or  if  he 
fees  fomc  good  in  himfelf,  then  he  is  not  driven  out  of 

himfelf. 

♦  •  -  • 

S  E  G  T.    V. 

Ufe  3.  HENCE  fee  which  is  the  fureil  and  fafeft 
way  of  evidencing  our  good  eftate;  for  here  men  now 
are  perplexed,  either  it  is  by  feeing  no  grace,  and  *fo 
expefting  the  witnefs  of  the  Spirit,  or  by  feeing  fomc 

faving 
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faying  work  of  grace,  anJ  To  lookmg  to  the  wUocis  of 
the  Word,  and  waiting  for  the  copfiroiation  of  tbeSpi* 
fit;  for  fcals  do  but  confirm  the  oromifc  aad  coveuwt^ 
If  it  be  by  feeiog  no  grace,  then  either  by  feeing  nQgraice» 
without  having  the. being  of  it,  and  now  wait  for  a  re- 
velation, and  then  it  is  a  delufion;  for  he  is  under  tiif  ; 
condemnation  of  the  word,  and  therefore  far  from  coa*  ' 
folatioQ  of  the  Spirit;  or  by  feeing  no  grace  witli^ft^ 
feeing  the  beingof  it :  If  fo,  then  a  man  mud  feek  hr%  ' 
witnefs  of  the  Spirit,  without  under rt^nding  the  mcjtft' 
ing  of  the  Spirit,  or  of  the  witoefs  of  it ;  and  To  a  nun 
mud  fhut  his  eyes  againfl  part  of  the  truth,  that  he  mj  »i 
fee  Another  part;;  a  man  mud  fee  that  he  is  beloved, but 
not  thou  believer*  or  thou  called,  art  loved  or  juftiici 
O  then  take  heed  of  this  way  of  evidence;  or  elfe  by  \ 
now  feeing  grace,  and  waiting  for  a. witnefs;  now  tbis ; 
is  fafed,  for  whenever  the  witnefs  comes,  it  is  certsis- 
ly  right  now,  not  a  delufion :  Hereby  we  Iball  fee  the  j 
full  meaning  of  the  witnefs  and  compsfs  of  the  Lord'l  I 
love.    And  therefore  take  heed  of  denying  all  gnccb 
and  feeing  nothing,  and  then  wait  for  ^  revelation,  sad 
if  it  comes  now  it  is  right;  no  fuch  matter,  you  may 
fee  nothing,  and  to  hell,  and  no  confolation  to  them 
that  fee  nothing;  think  not  that  this  is  poverty;  it 
may  be  a  feal  to  a  blank,  to  fuch  a  one  as  the  Lord 
never  intended  mercy  unto;  that  which  God  promifctb 
pray  for,  Z«cb.  xiii*  uU.  fird,  to  fay^  it  is  my  people, 
and  then  the  Lord  is  my^  God;  find  that  the  IM' 
makes  you  his  people,  and  then  fay  fo.    Let  all  koot' 
this  is  never  quedioned,' whether  the  Spirit  be  tb« 
caufe  of  witnefs,  and  clearing  our  cdate;  out  whetber 
by  feeing  nothing,  or  ftiewing  fomething;  here  is  ibe^ 
mydery  of  it:  O  that  God  would  make  you  hear,  tbat^ 
are  called  away  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpclof' 
Chrid :  Thefe  foolifli  virgins  wqv^  'wifer  than  ©Mf 
now  a-days  in  this  particular,  they  cried  for  oil  in  tbeir^ 
Jamps,  or  they  knew  they  could  not  b^  accepted  oftbc 
Bridegroom* 
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•    O  fearch  atid  try  youtjelves  thoroughly  {  for  you 
come  ia  time  to  fee  all  your  paint  fall  off^  all  your 
guilt  difcovered,  &c. 
• 

'      CHAP.   XII.    SECT.   U 

Of  the  deftre  of  grace  that  may  be  in  bypocriteti 
Give  us  of  your  oil^  ^c* 

Obftrv.  3.  T^HAT  foolifli  virgins  may,  and  feri- 
-*•  oufly  do  defire,  not  onjy  falvation 
but  grace  itfelf.  For  thefe  virgins  did  not  only  defire 
the  Lord  to  open  to  them,  but  "  give  us  of  your  oil;" 
and  this  they  do  not  defire  in  fliew,  but  ferioufly ;  for 
they  felt  a  Want  of  it;  our  lamps  are  out^  our  oil  is 
fpent,  our  mifery  is  great;  O  now  help  us  with  your 
grace:  This  may  appear  in  thefe  particulars. 

Firft,  Tliey  may  feel  a  lofs  and  a  want  of  it,  and 
haying  fome  hope  in  this  life  to  gain  it,  hence  may 
feek  it;  thus  not  only  the  virgins,  but  Simon  Magus, 
Afts  viii.  24.  when  he  was  convinced  he  was  in  the' 
gall  of  biiter^efs:  he  doth  not  only  content  himfelf 
with  his  own,  but  doth  commend  himfelf  to  the  defires 
of  the  church,  and  apoftlcs,  **  O  pray  for  nTe,Jthat  none 
"  of  thefe  things  may  come  upon  me,"  but  that  I  m^iy 
be  Brought  into  another  eftate,  whereby  I  may  efcape 
all  this  :  Amos  viii.  n,  12.  **  I  will  bring  a  famine, 
"  not  of  brep:l,  but  of  hearing  the  word,"  /.  e.  you 
!fliall  feel  a  woful  want  of  that,  and  of  theconfolation, 
bfe,  and  fpirit  of  that,  and  you  fliall  go  from  fea  to 
Ba  to  find,  and  fliall  not :  O  that  I  had  taken  my 
■me,  will  the  carelefs  ones  fay! 
1  Secondly,  They  may  have  a  high  opinion  of  it,  and 

e  a  marvellous  excellency  in  it,  and  hence  may  be 
rawn  to  defire  it,   John  vi.  33,  34-  "  My  Father 

gives  you  bread  from  heaven,  which  Mofes  gave 

Vol.  11,  I  •'not; 
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^^  not;  and  fuch  bread  as  gives  life  unto  the  world: 
**  Then  faid  they,  Lprd,  ever  give  us  of  this  bread;'' 
and  yet  they  were  carnal,  and  delires  carnal,  arifiag 
from  the  fight  of  the  excellency  of  it;  that  fcribc, 
Mat.  xii.  33,  34.  **  To  love  the  Lord  thy  God  w'ttb 
'*  all  thy  heart  is  belter  than  burnt  offerings  and  facri- 
**  fices;'*  O  that  is  admirable :  the  ordinances  aregood» 
and  creatures  are  good,  bat  this  is  better:  As  a  man 
when  he  admires  the  world,  he  ever  defires  the  world, 
though  he  never  hath  it;  fo  here,  as  in  Balaam:  Not 
only  word  and  Spirit  may  commend  it,  and  fo  ikcf 
may  dcfire  it,  but  the  excellency  of  it  in  the  lives  o( 
^  the  faints  wp\\  commend  it,  fo  as  carnal  hearts  m^ 
*  defire  the  company  and  love  of  fuch  men  above  all  ia 
the  world,  Rev,  iii.  8.  Gen.  xxvi.  28.  "  WefawGoi 
•'  was  with  thee,  and  that  thou  wert  blelFed  of  \k 
"  Lord;*'  and  hence  there  are  fomc  defires  after il» 
2  Pet.  ii,  19.  Men  cfcape  pollutions  by  Chrift. 

Thirdly,  They  have  a  tafte  of  the  fwectnefs  of  il^ 
and  hence  may  defire  it,  Heb.  vi.  John  was  a  bunK 
ing  light,  and  they  rejoiced  in  him,  and  all  Jerufakfl 
and  Judea  flocked  to  his  minidry,  and  came  into  tke 
wildernefs  after  him ;  the  favour  of  the  grace  of  Cbn| 
may  wonderfully  draw  defires  after  it,  they  may  i 
fxxzh  a  fweetnefs  in  it,  Luke  xiii.  26.  **  Many  ft 
«*  fay,  Lord,  have  not  we  eat  and  drank  in  thy  p 
«*  fence?''  that  is,  they  find  much  fweetnefs  there 
Lord  taught  among   them ;    they   defired   hiro,  « 
thought  he  was  their  own,  yet  ftiut  out;  and  hca 
verfe  24.  "  Many  fhall  feek  to  enter  in,  and  fcalh 
«'  be  able." 

Fourthly,  They  may  and  do  grow  up  in  a  glorifl 
profeffion  in  the  ways  of.  grace,  and  fuch  a  profefi 
as  to  (land  it  out  againft  perfecution,  as  the  tho 
ground  did,  and  may  have  fome  growth  toward 
which  cannot  be  without  fome  defires  and  fprisp^ 
of  heart  after  it* 

SEC 


TEN    VIRGINS.  131 

SECT.    11. 

UJi  X.  HENCE  let  this  be  an  item  to  all  the  peo- 
ple of  God,  to  preferve  with  all  care,  and  not  to  lofe; 
but  to  mako  much  of  the  Spirit  of  grace  inherent  in 
them  ^  for  look  as  the  Lord  Jefus,  when  he  would  make 
itisdifciples  wonder  at  their  bleiTednefs,  and  make  much 
of  him,  and  his  love,  faith  he,  '^  IVfany  kings  and  pro* 
^'phetft  have  defired  to  fee  thefe  days,  and  have  not 
*'  fccn  them;"  fo  many  profeffors  of  greftt  parts  and 
gifts  fliall  defire  to  have  (hat  Spirit  of  grace  and  peace 
which  you  have,  and  fhall  never  fee  it,  nevei'&all  have 
it:  When  David's  heart  began  to  be  drawn  away  by 
the  evils  of  the  world,  and  then  beheld  the  vanity  of 
that,  his  dcfires  are  now  turned  another  way,  "  O  it 
**  18  good  for  me  to  draw  nigh  to  God,"  that  is  good: 
As  if  he  had  faid,  though  it  be  good  to  have  the  things 
thcmfehres ;  yet  it  is  not  good  for  me  to  draw  too  nigh 
m  my  deiires  and  efteem  of  them ;  bat  "  good  for  me 
'*  to  draw  nigh  to  him.'*  It  may  be  fometimcs  your 
bcarts  are  taken  off  from  efteeming  your  condition,  and 
(That  the  Lord  hath  done  for  you ;  and  hence  no  defire 
ifter  the  Lord  or  his  grace,  but  the  lawful  comforts  of 
fie  world ;  not  inordinately;  but  if  I  had  fo  much,  or 
is  good  as  others  then  well.  PfaL  cxli.  4.  David  in- 
fests the  Lord  not  to  encline  his  heart  after  any  evil 
iiing,  no  not  after  the  wicked's  good  things;  '*  Let 
*  me  not  eat  of  their  dainties:"  for  grant  that  thou 
ofeft  all  thefe  things,  which  others  have,  the  time  will 
ome  when  the  grcateft  prince,  and  thofe  that  have 
bcir  deftres  filled  here,  fhall  fay,  O  that  I  was  in  that 
lan's  eftate !  I^et  the  Lord  therefore  exercife  you  with 
lany  wants  and  forrows;  remember  this,  your  end 
^ill  be  peace,  which  the  worfl  would  give  a  world  for 
nother  day. 

Ufe  2.  What  then  will  become  of  them  that  never 
rfired  grace  a;  all>  becaufe  they  are  well  enough  with- 
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out  it!  a  man  cannot  live  (fay  they)  by  praying,  and 
hearing  of  fermons;  fuch  duties  are  Xroublcfome;  hin- 
derances,  not  defirable  helps;  and  when  any  ordinance 
comtfs,  when  will  fabbath  be  ended?  and  as  for  the 
people  of  God  themfelves,  they  can  fee  no  difference 
between  them  and  other  men,  nay,  they  thinic  ihcm 
worfe ;  if  this  be  your  religion,  -God  keep  .me  from 
your  religion.  Nay,  they  can  fee  no  beauty  in  Chrift 
to  defire  him;  they  can  dcfire  that  they  were  not  kept 
in  fo  much  on  the  Sabbaths^  nor  fo  much  pains  taken 
with  them  to  inftnia  them;  it  may  b^  thefc  may^- 
fire  that  their  hands  may  be  kept  from  dealing,. their 
tongues  frofti  curfinjr,  and  their  feet  from  running  to 
ihed  blood;  but  the  life  of  grace,  and  power  of  it,  they 
defire  not  that,  nor  never  did  :  I  remember  when  Da- 
vid was  in  extremity,  **  Lord,"  faith  he,  '*  ray  groan- 
ings  are  not  hid  from  thee;"  this  was  his  comfort  irhea 
he  could  not  pray,  Pfal.  iii.  8,  9.  But  here  it  isothcf' 
wife:  Canll  thou,  if  extremity  Ihould  come  upon  tbcc 
fay,  now  I  am  riot  able  to  fpeak,  O  remember  my  clo- 
fet  tears,  my  midnight  groans,  and  day-light  complaints, 
and  thofe  daily  fighings  after  thee  which  have  arifca 
from  this  forrowful  heart?  did  the  Lord  never  woA 
this  in  thee?  if  extremity  comes,  and  tjiou  haft  00 
fuch  thing  to  witnefs  for  thee,  do  you  think  you  ftiB 
meet  the  Bridegroom  in  peace?  O  no!  go  home,  i«i 
make  thy  moan  over  thy  own  foul;  the  Lord  is  fcf 
from  me;  if  "  many  feek  to  enter  and  Ihall  never  be 
•*  able,"  what  will  become  of  me? 

Ufi  3.  Hence  fee  how  many  people  deceive  thcfl 
felves  in  their  evidencing];  of  a  good  ellate,  whobecau 
they  fee  no  oil  in  their  velTel,  nor  fee  no  fhioiogi 
their  lives,  yet  becaufe  they  defire  it,  they  think  bcfl 
upon  the  Lord  acce|3ts  them  and  their  defires,.and  there 
fore  the  Lord  will  fnlfill  the.m;  this  very  conceit  keep 
thoufands  in  their  fins  and  miferies,  and  thataaA 
conviftion  of  them;  yet  I  defire  it  were  better  wii 
ine;  and  they  think  hypocrites  make  fticwsof  this 


^    ,         'I-KN  VIlfelNS.  133 

that,  yetthey  have  unfeigned  defines;  and  here  thoufands 
reft,  and  this  flays  them,  Prov.  xxvii.  5.  *"  The  dcfircs 
^*  of  the  lluggard  kills  him." 

.S  E  G  T.    III. 

:  ^ucff.  BUT  doth  not  the  Lord  refpeft  the  groan- 
ings  of  his  people?  doth  not  Chrift  fay,  John  iv.  10. 
**  if  thou  hadll  alked,'*  &c.  doth  not  the  Lord  look  u- 
pon  the  inner  man,  the  very  frame,  nay,  defires  that 
have  been  pad  ? 

.  )Anf.  Yes,  there  be  fome  defires  which  are  eviden- 
ces ;  fome  which  are  not ;  I  ihall  difcover  them  that 
be  jinfound  in  the  particiilar  example  of  the  foolilli  vir-^ 
P^f  &c.  .... 

Firft,  Thofe  ye  unfound  defires  which  arife  in  the 
foul  eai^ly,  without  feeling  a  need  of  the  Lord's  aU 
jnighty  power  and  Spirit  of  life  to  worjc  them  at  firfl  ^ 
we  (hall  find  that  the  defires  of  regenerate  Chriliiana 
^^0  not  come  eafily^  but^they  find  a  need  of  the  Lord  tOr 
dcaw  iheni,  Jer-  xxxi.  ib.  Lara*  v.  21.  but  the  de- 
fires of  others  fpring  up  eafily  and  quickly;  as  thefe 
foalilh  virgins,  they  wanted  oil,  they  could  quickly 
^efire  it;  and  they  go  to  their  fellow-brethren  for 
help,  *'  O  give  us  of  your  oil."  Look  as  it  is  wiih. 
.wild  rye  and  peafe,  they  will  come  up  at  the  feafon 
of.the  year  in  abundance,  without  fowing  or  plowing, 
ihe  ground  bears  them  naturally ;  but  other  corn  and 
^raia  will  not  come  fo  eafily;  your  ground  will  not 
bear  it  till  plowed. and  digged,  and  then  the  hand  of 
man  rtuft^  let  it,':aud  die  it  muft,  before  it  can  live 
ijigain;  fo  here,  if  defires  come,  and  fpring  up  eafily/ 
it  ia  a  fign  they  ar^  wjld;  the  J^ord  niuil  break  the 
heart,  and  then  fovv  thefe,  and  plant  thefe  from  hea- 
ven, and  you  mull  fetch  it  out  of  heaven,  elfe  it  is 
naught;  for  when  the  Lord  works  faving  defires  indeed, 
he  ever  fows  them  in  a  broken  heart,  which  is  through- 
jy  broken  indeed;  \yhfip  God  fets  the  fmoaking  flax 
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Oil  fire  (which  are  defires)  he  firft  bruifech  Ac  reci 

xtrcif. 

Se«£ondly,  The  fubjeft  in  which  thefe  defires  are; 
a  man  hath*  a  fon  and  a  lervant;  the  fon  hath  alibis 
dtfires  granted  him,  bec^ufe  he  hath  a  fonly  f{nriti 
all  the  lather  hath  is  for  him,  that  may  be  good  ibr 
him;  a  fervant  defires  importunately,  but  l>c  prsys 
from  the  fpirit  of  a  fervant,  and  all  that  his  mailef  ha^ 
is  not  for  him ;  and  therefore  if  he  pray  for  the  ioheric- 
ance  or  a  part  of  it,  of  the  portion  of  thefoo,  &iU  te 
have  it?  no,  he  fhall  have  what  is  fit  for  a  fenran; 
fo  it  is  here,  the  Lord  hath  fome  fons  in  his  chorchest 
thefe  praying  and  defiring  from  a  fon-like  fpirit,  aliitat 
God  hath  being  theirs,  they  fhall  have  it ;  and  beocs 
Pial,  cxlv,  i8,  19,  20.  ♦•  He  will  fulfil  the  dciresci 
*'  them  that  fear  him,  and  love  him,  and  delight  tiico- 
**  fcives  in  him;^*  for  that  is  the  fon-Uke  difpofitioQ; 
wh^n  he  is  cut  ftiort  of  all  comfort  in  the  world,  nay, 
when  he  may  have  his  fill  of  them,  yet  he  delights  ii 
his  father's  face,  love,  and  grace,  and  fellowfliip  vA 
houfe,  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.  **  For  they  are  heirs  and  go- 
**  heirs  with  Chrift,  being  fons:"  but  now  there  a* 
fervants  in  the  houfe  of  God ;  Ihall  they  have  their  wiHi 
and  lufts?  no;  thus  it  was  with  thefe  foolilh  virgins? 
they  were  only  fervants  in  the  houfe,  no  true  fpoofeor 
fons,  and  were  foolifh  at  beft,  and  had  not  the  fpirift 
of  fons,  but  had  their  lufts;  never  were  efpoufed  &»• 
inly  to  the  Lord  Jefus  hirafelf,  nor  laid  up  all  their  hope 
in  him,  but  were  foolifli;  and  that  is  the  ground  wby 
others  defires  are  heard,  not  theirs. 

Thirdly,  Unfound  defires  make  after  a  ccrtaia  n^ 

fure  only,  whereas  the  defires  of  faints  feek  after  ^ 

grace  without  nieafui^ ;  and  thus  the  fooliih  virgin* 

fell  fhort  of  the  wife;  all  that  they  could  get  waa  W*^ 

enough  for  themfelves ;  but  the  fooliih  look  iftcr  fo®* 

of  their  oil,  as  many  a  man  looks  upon  the  gifts  ^ 

parts  of  another;  O,  faith  he,  if  I  was  as  fucb  ao^^* 

^nd  many  a  man  fets  up  fuch  a  meafurt,  and  if  he  h«* 
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that,  is  well,  while  he  wants  that  mirerably.;  look  wiftly 
upon  the  foolilh  virgins,  they  did  content  thenifelves  with 
a  meafure,  and  now  they  are  in  want  of  it,  feek  for  it;  at 
fir{l  a  little  did  concent  them,  and  now  when  it  is  fpent, 
a  little  will  ferve  them  again;  and  what  is  their  meafure.' 

1.  So  much  as  will  beautify  and  adorn  them  before 
men,  **  Our  lamp  is  out." 

2.  So  much  as  will  comfort  them  againll  the  com- 
bg  of  Chrill;  for  now  they  were  troubled  that  their  oil  • 
was  fpenc,  whereby  they  might  meet  the  Bridegroom : 
be  that  defires  it  for  a  little  meafure  of  it,  his  defires 
are  certainly  unfound;  fo  much  as  will  ferve  his  turn 
(he  cut  his  coat  according  to  his  cloth)  but  he  that  de- 
fires it  without  meafure  e4:Qntra,  as  Paul,  Phil.  iii.  12. 

**  That  I  may  apprehend  by  any  means,  that  for  which 
*'  I  am  apprehended:'*  As  Chryfoftoni  calls  Paul  that 
infatiabilis  D^icultor:  for  he  makes  it  his  lall  end; 
as  he  that  defires  wealth  without  meafure,  though  he 
gets  not  all  the  wealth  of  the  world,  yet  the  more  he 
bath,  the  more  he  craves;  this  his  ilefbly  luil  is  bis 
lail  end* 

OhjtS.  But  he  may  defire  it  without  meafure  for  his 
own  ends. 

AnJ.  I  confefs  it  is  true^  for  men  may  defire  ho«^ 
nour  and  no  honour  but  by  gifts,  and  no  gifts  but  by- 
grace;  and  hence  may  defire  infinitely,  but  yet  it  is  but 
a  meafure,  viz.  to  ferve  his  own  ejads,  but  not  the 
Lord's  ends;  to  fet  up  himfelf;  true  defire  of  grace,  is 
\iQ'c  that  which  may  pull  down  fislf,  and  make  God  all, 
-Pfal.  cxix.  4,  5. 

Fourthly,  It  is  pot  their  only  defire,  or  the  only 
thing  they  defire,  viz.  the  good  Spirit  of  the  Lord, 
and  that  they  might  not  live  or  af)y  thing  elfe  in  them, 
but  that  the  Lord  may  live,  and  his  grace  and  king- 
dom  may  prevail  in  their  hearts;  the  defires  of  faints 
are  oitly  after  this;  or  if  their  defires  are  after  other 
things,  the  Spirit  lufis  againil  them,  2  Sam.  xkiii.  5. 
Aa  carnal  defires  are  after  life,  and  the  comforts  cf  it, 
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fo  fpiritHil  defires  are  after  the  life  of  Chrift  in  tlicm, 
and  the  comforts  of  the  Lord  thereby,  Pfal.  xxvii.  3,4* 
"  One  thing  I  have  defircd,  and  that  I  will  feek  for;" 
what  was  it?  a  crown,  a  kingdom?  no,  **  but  that  I 
**  may  dwell  in  the  Lord's  houfc'for  ever,  and  vifiihis 
'*  temple:"  •Notable  is  that  example  of  Abraham, 
Heb.  xi.  Two  things  he  met  with  that  might  draw 
dowg  his  defires. 

1.  He  came  to  a  laitd  which  God  promifed  to  give 
him,  where  he  fives  among  enemies,  and  in  fears. 

2.  He  might  have  returned  to  another  country,  and 
now  have  been  better. 

3.  God  blcffed  him,  &c.  but  it  was  nothing  hecte- 
fired,  only  another  above;  hence  God  is  not  afliamcd 
to  be  called  his  God;  but  the  fo6lUh  virgins  fell  ftior: 
of  this,  and  hen(;e  they  now  feek  only  in  times  of  ex- 
tremity :  And  this  is  the  frame  oFmany  gracelefs  licarts 
Sn  time  of  extremity,  i.  When  all  grace  is  gone. 
2.  When  death  is  come,  then  Jthty  feek  earncflly  af- 

.ter  the  Lord,  and  grace;  O  their  fin  lies  heavy!  0 
then  an  humble  heart  is  fvveet;  but  before  their  hearts 
wert  overconre  with  lufts  after  other  things;  and  this 
double  heart  every  carnal  heart  hath,  Ephcf.  ii.  3. 
•*  Fulfilling  the  lufts  of  the  mind,'*  /.  e.  diabolical  lufts, 
"  and  lufts  of  the  flelh,"  1.  e.  fenfaal  and  beaftly  kids, 
it  is  theftate  of  all  men;  and  hence  promifes  are  not 
made  fimply  to  men  feeking  the  Lord,  for  they  roay 
'^vAk,  but  to  them  that  do  it  with  their  whole  heart, 
Pfal.  ex.  2.  Jer.xxix.13.  this  they. never  do;  andbence 
men  pray  .daily,  and  live  in  their  lufting  all  the  dzy 
after;  men  long  in  mifery',  but  are  cool  in  j-^es^ce. 

S  E  C  T.    1\\ 

* 

^teft.  BUT  feeing  there  is  in  fannts  two  natures, 
flcfli  lufting  againft  the  fpirit,  and  fpirit  againft  flcft; 
and  a  double  heart  in  a  reprobate,  whereby  he  defires 
^ri^cc  and  other  things,  how  ftiall  we  difiinguifti  ihcm? 
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Anf.  I.  The  Infts  after  grace  and  worldly  things  in 
an  hypocrite  agree  together  in  the  fame  heart;  but  thofe 
lufts  which  are  after  the  Spirit  in  a  regenerate  heart  are 
contrary  one  to  another,  and  like  fire  and  water,  one 
feecking  to  deftroy  the  whole  being  of  the  other. 
Excm.  gr.  A  man  wants  the  things  of  this  world,  he 
fceks  and  defires  after  them,  riches,  honour,  reil  and 
and  peace;  but  thinks  he,  if  I  had  no  more  but  this,  I 
may  to  hell,  if  no  grace;  hence  he  defires  that,  and  fo 
doing  now  he  hath  peiace,  and  all  is  quiet  with  him, 
and  goes  on  fweetly  in  a  way  of  profcffion  ajnd  prayer : 
and  a  gracious  heart  is  ready  thus  to  do,  and  10  make 
his  head  ly  foft  with  two  pillows,  but  yet  the  Spirit 
Tifeth  up  againll  this,  that  the  foul  thinks,  I  fhall  fall  by 
this  heart;  Lord,  how  apt  to  reft  in  thefe  lees !  Infts  in 
hypocrites  are  like  brethren,  that  help  on^-another,  to 
this  end  to  get  peace;  but  here  as  enemies,  to  deftroy 
fuch  a  curfed  peace  as  that  is  in  the  godly^ 

2.  In  a  falfe  heart  lufts  and  deftres  after  thefe  things 
are  dear  to  them,  like  their  limbs  and  beft  members^ 
they  cannot  be  nor  cannot  do  without  them;  but  in 
faints  they  are  fores  and  blains,  and  fo  hated  of  them; 
ex.  gr.  Let  a  man  have  a  full  table,  and  a  fair  eflate, 
and  outward  bleffings,  promifing  much,  and  the  ordi- 
nances  of  God,  and  a  heart  to  follow  God  there;  now 
fee  him  lively  in  the  fervice  of  God;  but  let  him  be 
brought  to  extremities,  and  wan^of  all  this,  and  fears 
of  poverty,  eftate  wafteih,  poverty  appears,  many  rents 
come  in\  and  the  wife  cries  out;  now  he  falls  down  to 
the  earth  in  difcontent  or  worldlinels,  and  his  life  and 
pffeftion  to  ordinances,  or  the  fervants  of  God,  is  now 
gone;  ds  it  is  with  a  bird,  when  Ihe  hath  two  wings 
ihe  can  fly,  but  when  fhe  hath  only  one,  then  ihe  falls, 
and  the  fowler  takes  her,  becaufe  it  was  a  limb  preci- 
ous to  her;  fo  here:  Thus  it  was  with  David's  fervants 
at  Zrglag,  i  Sam.  xxx.  4*  *«  All  wept  till  they  could 
"weep  no  moffe;^'  but  here  it  was  otherwife  with 
Davidj,  he  could  fly  to  God  without  -^hofe  wings;  fo 

when 
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when  God  gives  a  man  a  coaditioo  not  fo  great  as  be 
would,  and  the  heart  lulls  after  fo  luuch,  and  God 
crofTath;  ke  cannot  be  content  with  a  little  or  a  meaa 
eftate,  becaufe  his  luli  is  his  limb,  he  cannot  fuffcr  it 
to  be  cue  off,  or  be  pared;  if  a  man  hath  a  wooden  hg, 
he  can  cue  it  anfv\rerable  to  his  ihoe,  but  if  but  a  limb) 
he  mud  have  his  ihoe  cut  anfwerable  to  his  leg,  bectufe 
it  h  his  limb,  no  cutting  of  that  lefs;  O  it  is  dear; 
So^ic  is  with  a  man  that  hath  a  luft  after  any  thing:  it 
is  dear,  and  hence  be  is  fald  to  live  in  them,  and  to 
be  in  the  flclh;  but  the  defircs  after  thcfe  things  in  % 
gracious  heart,  they  are  blains,  they  can  be  wilbaU 
them.;  O  never  fuch  a  happinefs  if  the  Lord  would 
dead  them  to  me,  GaU  v.  24.  "  They  that  are  m 
♦*  Cirift  hate  crucified  the  flefli,  with  the  affedicwi 
**  and  lulls  thereof." 

'  3.  The  lulls  and  defires  in  a  falfe  heart  are  reign- 
ing lulls,  and  make  the  lulls  after  grace  and  holinels 
icrve  them,  but  e  contra  in  a  holy  heart.  £x.  gr.  A 
^an  prays  for  the  love  of  God,  and  the  Spirit  of 
grace;  and  it  is  afTectionate,  but  yet  it  is  ever  for 
fome  lull:  James iv.  3.  a  man  defircs  grace  to  perfeft 
his  gifts,  and  gifts  to  decl^  him,  and  purchafe  him  ho- 
nour before  men ;  a  man  defires  grace  to  quiet  his 
conference  in  afTurance  of  God's  love,  and  pardon  of 
fm,  that  he  may  live  the  more  peaceably  with  his  fin* 
Ifa.  Iviii.  3,  4.  Now,  in  a  gracious  heart,  the  defires 
of  thefe  things  ferve  the  defires  after  grace;  for  be  de- 
fires the  things  of  this  world  to  be  the  more  holy, 
Prov.  XXX.  7,  8.  '*  Feed  me  with  food  convenient, 
**  that  1  may  not  tempt  thee;"  he  defires,  and  hsth 
them  for  Ifrael's.  fake,  2  Sam.  v.  12.  Like  a  traded 
man,  he  buys  and  fells,  but  it  is  for  gain,  Phil.  i.  lO. 
O  confider  of  thefe  things,  and  if  your  hearts  havehii 
only  fuch  falfe  defires  as  thefe,  know  it,  that  as  verily 
as  thefe  virgins  were  fnut  out,  fo  ftiall  you  another 

dav. 
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CHAP.    XIIL      SECT.    I. 

'  The  dejlr^i  and  endfotours  ef  Hypocrites  after  grace 
are  not  lasting. 

Ohf.  4,  T^JIAT  fooliih  virgins  in  their  firft  endea- 

-^      vours  after  the  Spirit  of  grace,  ufual- 

ly  ceafe  from  feeking  farther,  befc»*e  they  have  got 

that  meafure  and  fulnefs  of  it   which  will  continue  to 

fcelaft.     Or, 

That  there  is  ever  a  ceflation  in  the  firft  endeavours 
6f  catBdl  profeffors  from  feeking  after  that  meafure  of 
gface^  which  will  indeed  laft  and  continue  ^ntil  their 
Jnecting  with,  and  appearing  before  the  Lord  Jcfua 
Chrift. 

For  thefe  virgins  here  did  feek  the  Lord  Jefus  and' 
Spirit,  and  hence  did  get  that  meafure  which  lighted 
their  lamps  for  a  good  feafon ;  and  they  contented 
themfelves  with  this,  and^gave  over  feeking  until  it  is 
too  late;  and  therefore  now  they  fay,  **  Give  us  of 
"  your  oil,  our  lamps  are  out  ;**  Thefe  fooliih  virgins 
when  they  had  got  fomewhat,  they  arc  carried  with 
abundance  of  aflfefilion  and  profeffion,  they  think  them- 
felves  as  good  as  the  bcft,  and  what  need  they  feek  for 
inore!  and  then  grow  fecure  and  fall  aflcep  until 
all  is  fpent.  The  fcripture  is  pregnant  every-where 
for  this.     But  let  us  look  and  fee  the  caufes  of  this. 

Firft,  Sometime  it  is  becaufe  they  know  not  what 
that  meafure  ia  which  doth  accompany  falvation)  but 
they  fct  'Up'  an  itnagination  of  their  own  tieads,  which 
is  afalfe  image  of  faving  grace,  and  when  they  have 
that,  now  they  think^U  is  well,  and  they  go  no  fur-f 
thcr*  Jttdg.  ii,  II,  12.  People  that  know  not  the 
Lord,  nor  the  power  of  his  grace,  **  will  fet  up  other 
^*  gods,  and  ferve  thei:,"'  and  there  reft;  until  it  is 
with  thctOi  as  it  was  with  thofe,  when  the  *'  ange-  of 
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**  the  Lord  waxeth  hoc,  and  fpoilers  come/'  ne«r 
they  cry  unto  the  Lord :  What  is  the  reafon  why  ma- 
ny  a  man  fells  Ihort  of  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of 
God,  viz.  of  faith?  Becaufe  he  fets  up  in  his  head  a 
righteoulnefs  of  his  own;  and  if  I  get  that,  then  I  hope 
the  Lord  will  accept  me,  and  forgive  me;  and  hence 
Rom.  ix.  31,32.  why  did  they  mifs  of  it?  Becaufe 
they  fought  it  by  a  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  their 
own;  fo  why  do  many  tnifs  of  faitii?  becaufe  they 
think  it  is  an  aflurance ;  or  when  a  man  reds  upoo 
Chrift,  not  confidering  the  need  of  an  Almighty  power;, 
and  hence  the  apoflle  prays  for  this,  £ph.  i.  19*  So. 
for  repentance,  why  do  men  fall  ihort  of  it  ?  they  think 
it  is  when  God's  anger  i§  expreft,  the  foul  then  cornea 
to  feek  the  Lord,  and  finds  fpme  comfort,  PfaK  ixxvlii,, 
Mat.  iii.  and  fo  runs  away  with  it:  "So  for  hoUne&» 
they  think  it  is  to  be  like  others;  and  then  well;  they 
"think  tliefeare.the  men  that  fljall  live,  and  arc  happy; 
and  look  as  it  is,  like  it  was  at  Babel,  when  head  and 
tongues  Vere  confounded,  one  calls  for  a  brick^  the 
other  brings  him  a  trowel,  hammer  or  tyle»  becaufe 
he  did  .but  imagine  what  he  fpake,  and  fo  underflood 
not  his  language;  men  read  and  hear  God  fpeak,  and 
miniders  call  for  faith,  and  knowledge  of  God;  bat 
earthly  minds  cannot  underlland  heavenly  language; 
and  hence  they  imagine  that  is  faith  and  repentance, 
which  indeed  is  not,  and  fo  mi(s  of  that  which  indeed 
elfe  would  continue;  and  this  is  the  mifery  of  many 
thoufands,  that  in  feeing  fee  not.  The  experience  of 
the  work  of  grace,  makes  men  favingly  to  know  what 
grace  is,  John  v.  37,  38.  Now  men  gracelefs  never 
ielt  it  in  the  life  and  power  of  it,  and  thcrefoiy  cannot 
tell  it. 

Secondly,  From  the  nature  of  comraon.gracc;  the 
nature  of  which  is  as  the  apoflle  fpeaks  of  lifelefs  know- 
ledge, I  Cor.  viii.  i.  **  to  puff  up;'*  it  never  leaves 
the.  foul  more  fenfible  of  his  vilenefs,  as  faving  grace 
doth,  Ezek.  x^vi*  ulf.  and  fo  makes  a  man  never  reft 

in 
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in  fecking'  after  the  Lord ;  but  makes  the  foul  feel  him- 
felf  full,  and  hence  the  llomach  13  g'one  from  feeking 
after  more,  as  Rev.  iii.  17.  "She  thought  flie  wa^ 
'•  rich,'\  Sec.  The  Spirit  of  grace  which  is  but  com- 
mon, that  heals  a  vile,  proud  heart,  it  eafcth  him,  it 
quipts  him,  in  healing  fome  fm,  which  lies  fore  on  the 
,  confeience;  it  heals  and  quiets  the  man,  fo  he  is  well, 
needs  no  repentance;  but  the  Spirit  of  life  indeed  de- 
ftroyeth  the  man,  and  flays  corruption,  and  hence  he' 
rcfifts;  and  now  faith  the  foul,  I  never  felt  my  heat:t 
fa  vile  as  now;  and  hence  faith  Paul,  "  Sin  revived, 
"  and  led  me  captive,  O  wretched  man!"  zs  it  is  with 
a  princfe,  if  any  great  ones  come  and  ferve  him,  he  likes 
them,  this  gives  him  reft,  fettles  him  in  his  throne ; 
but  if  any  one  come  to  reign  over  him,  now  he  gathers 
all  his  ftrength  to  oppofe:  So  common  grace  it  ever 
comes  as  a.fervant  to  corrupt;  and  hence  take  a  man 
of  beft  wit  and  parts,  ,he  turns  them  againll  the  Lord, 
and  makes  them  ferve  himfelf. 

Thirdly,  From  an  apprchenfion  of  this  difficulty, 
and  an  unwillingnefs  in  the  heart  to  break  thorough 
the  difficulty  of  feeking  after  the  Lord ;  many  a  man 
fees  (as  Dives  in  hell,  "  Abraham  afar  off")  grace, 
and  God,  and  Chrifl  afar  off;  but  there  is  a  great 
gulf  between  them  and  grace;  now  to  be  watching, 
fafting,  feeking  the  Lord  diligently,  to  follow  the  Lord 
hard,  Pfal  Ixiii.  to  keep  the  hearts  lamenting  till  the 
Lord  comes,  this  is  hard,  as  Hcb.  iii.  it  is  faid, 
"They  CQuld  not  enter  in  becaufe  of  unbelief." 
I.  They  thought  they  could  never  overcome.  2.  They 
thought  the  Lord  did  therefore  hate  them,.  Deut.  i.  27. 
They  did  not  regard  the  ftrength  of  God;  «*  they  ihall 
**  be  bot  bread  for  us,"  faith.  Caleb,  Numb.  xiv.  9. 
they  could  not  believe  that  to  be  bread  that  is  fo  ba- 
zardfdl.  So  it  is  with  many  a  man;  and  hence  ha 
fits  down  with  defires  iand  hopes,  and  fo  periftieth ; 
**  the  fluggard's  defires  flay  him,"  hence  many  com- 
(dain  of  difficulty^  but  never  break  difficulties,  and  fo 
•  •*  perifti; 
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perifli;  and  fo  not  like  to  the  merchant  that  goes  &r 
for  psarl.  It  is  his  bufinefs,  and  no  ftorma  nor  til 
weather  drive  him  to  defire  the  fmoke  of  his  chimiief^ 
till  he  hath  got  them,  he  hath  now  refolved  to  venture 
all,  fi>r  iProv.  ii:  5.  "  If  thou  dig  for  filvcr/'  fcc 
Many  prize  Chrilt  and  grace,  O  that  I  had  it,  bac 
are  loth  to  dig  for  it,  they  love  their  eafe  fa  well,  and 
hence  reft  in^-^hetr  defire  after  it;  but  indeed  mila  it; 
and  hence  many  can  come  to  and  follow  God  in  oot* 
ward  ordinances,  but  never  find  f/uit  and  comfort  in 
any  of  them,  bscaufe  of  difficulty,  yet  fit  down  coa- 
tent  becaufe  they  feek  for  ordinances,  as  Prov,  xii.  27. 
^'  The  (luggard  roads  not  what  he  bad  took  inhaat- 
"  ing;'*  there  is  a  very  great  delight  in  coming  to  or- 
dinances, as  travellers  under  the  Ihadow,  but  then  to 
climb  the  tree  that  is  hard,  and  hence  lofe  the  fruit, 
and  hence  God  feeing  a  man  love  his  floth,  and  hath 
that  bafe  elleem  of  his  grace,  as  that  he  will  nat  jfoU 
low  fo  hard  after  it  as  he  hath  done  after  his  Infts, 
lc;|;s  loofe  Satan,  and  he  comes  and  (lakes  down  a  1th- 
ner  in  this,  God  mufl  da  all,  and  there  he  refts,  and  fo 
he  falls  Qiort;  like  one  that  comes  to  hufbandmen,  and 
tells  them  they  have  taken  much  pains  and  care  to 
get  their  ground  good  to  bring  forth  much,  but  for 
time  to  come  their  ground  ihall  bring  forth  fruit 
without  planting  or  fowing,  only  reap  you  the  fmit; 
it  would  be  good  news  to  them,  and  they  believe  it* 
and  then  when  the  year  comes  about^  they  are  to  feek 
for  com ;  fo  this  afie<^s,  and  here  they  reft,  and  by  this 
means  watit. 

Fourthly,  From  fecUng  the  unprofitablenefs  of  feek- 
ing  the  Lord  through  difficulties,  and  hence  they  give 
over  but  a  little  before  they  find  that  that  will  con- 
tinue. 

1.  Some  follow  the  Lord  for  carnal  ends,  as  Judas 
did,  but  he  finding  the  purfe  grow  lank,  and  the  bag 
empty,  he  forfakes  the  Lord. 

2.  Some  for  comfort^  and  hence  pray  and  mourn; 

ind 
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and  hence^  Mai.  Hi.  14.  what  profit  is  there  that  tre 
have  walked  fo;  as  it  was  with  Naomi,  when  fhe  re- 
turned borne,  both  tier  daughters  accompany  her  fomc 
part  of  her  way,  "  Return  again/*  faith  Ihe,  "toyoor 
**  friends,  here  is  no  hufband  for  you  where  I  go;*' 
the  one  would  not  be  beaten  oiF,  it  is  not  a  hufbend 
I  came  for  but  a  God ;  •*  thy- God  fliall  be  ray^God;'* 
the  other  hearing  her  fpeeches,  and  loving  her  Cather'a 
houfe,  and  country,  goes  back»  not  without  fbmc 
affeftion ;  fo  it  is  here ;  whereas  faith  will  cry  th« 
i^nre. 

Fifthly,  From  the  offences  which  ufually  Satan  cafis 
in  when  they  are  io  the  heat  of  eheir  firil  endeavours; 
as  the  ftony  ground  being  offended  fell  away.  As, 

1.  Perfecution,  and  hence  they  fall;  a  child  begind 
to  look  towards  God ;  the  father,  mother,  friends  feoff 
and  reproach.  ^ 

2.  Corrupt  teachers.  Mat.  xxiv.  that  like  falfe 
Chrifts  deceive,  and  put  a  world  of  fcruples  into  men's 
heads,  and  then  lead  them  away;  as  the  Galattans 
that  would  pull  out  their  eyes  for  Paul,  yet  by  ]9ve 
and  fmooth  carriage  of  falfe  teachers  fo  plaufible,  they 
fell  off  ftrangely- 

3.  Cofnipt  com  pan  Vi  women  or  men;  many  ftrong 
men  have  fallen  by  the  one,  and  "  men  alfo  who  having 
^*  a  form  t)f  godlinefs,  yet  denying  the  power  of  it," 
their  hearts  are  taken  in  thefe  fnares.    . 

4.  Sotne  hard  point  cf  doArine,  John  vu  60.  66^ 
fomelhing  is  preached  that  is  crofs  to  our  apprchen^ 
Sons;  I  Will  never  believe  it,  fay  they,  and  away 
they  fall. 

Sixtl\ly,  Becaufeof  falfe  comforts,  which  ufually  men 
nacet  with  before  they  get  that  which  will  abide  in  them 
in  their  word  hours;  and  this  quiets  all. 

i!  From  themfelves;  a  man  fees  Chrift  only  can «•» 
deem  him  by  price,  but  he  feels  no  need  of  Chrift  ta 
redeem  him  by  power;  and  no\/  feeing  what  a  mi{er« 
pj)le  creature  hp  is,  ilays  iiimfelf  upon  the  Lord,  and 

that 
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•  that  it  may  be  by  fonie  word  which  he  liears.  Jaha 
viii.  30,  31.  *'  when  they  heard  that,  they  believed;" 
yet  the  Lord  tells  them,  they  are  not  free,  J>utJffereyct 
captive  to  their  l^o,  which  they  need  the  Sonhimfelfco 
die  to  fave' them,  from;  and  fo  many  a  one  comforts 
himfelf,  and  ftays  here,  tho'  he  have  no  other  affuraoce. 
2.  The  approbation  and  comfort  of  others,  Ezdc. 
xiii.  3,  4.     .   *' 

:  3*  Strange  extacies  of  joy  which  many  a  raan  meets 
with  fuddenly ;  they  have  eaten  and  drunk  in  Chriffj 
prefence,  and  have  been  comforted  at  fuch  and  fucl^a 
time  in  fuch  a  manner;  this,  we  (hall  find  it,  perfu8& 
men  that  God  is  theirs,  without  revealing  the  fubjcS, 
viz.  we  are  his  people,  and  that  change  whichGoJ 
h»ch  mada* ' 

SECT.    IL 

^eft.  W HAT  is  that  mcafure which  will  lall,  ikJ 
throughout  continue  ? 

'Art/.  I  have  fpoken  of  this  at  large;  buthcthit 
loves  the  truth  as  his  daily  bread,  will  feed  upon  it, 
whenever  it  is  fet  before  him :    Now  there  is  00c 
thing  (this  is  different)  and  I  ftiall  exprefs  myfclf « 
one  thing  only,    viz.    They  give  over  before  thcf  i 
have  tailed  and  drunk  the  fatisfying  fweetnefs  of  the 
grace  of  Chrift,  and  the  prefence  of  his  grace  in  their 
.  fouls :  That  look  as  it  was  with  lirael,  they  came  out . 
of  Egypt,  and  ^  /aw  the  wonders  of  God  in  the  vif- 
dernefs,  and  had  his  fiery  law,  and  glorious  tabcxua- ; 
cle  among  them,  yet  they  never  came  to  the  land  of  j 
reft;  fo  it  is  at  this  day  with  many,  they  havcfonse  j 
glimpfes  of  the  excellency  of  Chrift,  and  his  gnoCf 
and  fome  defires  nfter  it,  and  forae  taftes  of  it;  tbcf 
are  pulled  out  of  their  woful  bondage,   and  feeifl^ 
words  of  God  are  oft  affefted,  yet  their  carcafcs  mi, 
fall  in  the  wilderncfs,   becaufe  they  never  come  ^* 

ret; 
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fell }  they  fall,  off  from  God,  becaufe  they  never  knew 
What  this  reft  meanetb^  Heb;  iv.  ii. 

Hypoci-ites  have  awakening  grace,  and  arcf,much 
troubled;  they  have  enlightening  grace,  and  know 
h^ohe  than  many  Ghriftians;  they  have  affefting  grace, 
and  are  wonderfully  taken  with  the  glad  tidings  of  the 
gofpel;  but  fatisfying  grace,  of  that  grace  which  brings 
tbcin  to  full  reltj  and  fatisfying  fweetnefs  in  God,  not 
only  to  their  confciences  but  to  their  hes^rts  j  not  car- 
na],  hut  fpiritual,  this  they  tiever  caxne  to,  John  iv.  14* 
"'H^  that  drinks  the  water  I  give,  ihall  never  thirll 
*'  again;*'  John  vi.  $4.  •*  If  ye  eatmyflefti  and  drink 
"  my  blood,  there  is  lifej'*  if  not,  no  life;  eating  and 
drinking  is  not  lipping  and  tafting ;  marly  may  eat  and 
drink  in  his  prefence;  as  tbofe,  Exod.  xxiv.  11*  but 
yet  not  feed  at  all  on  his  perfon  j  this  makes  the  foul 
glad  in  God,  and  in  all  the  days  of  his  life;  where  any 
creatufe  is  at  reft^  there  it  is  in  the  proper  place;  it- 
is  a  token  the  Lord  is  the  prbpor  place  of  the  foul, 
(not  fin,  nor  hell,  which  was  Judas  proper  place)  when 
it  is  at  reft  there;  and  this  is*  the  lall  end,  and  fruit  of* 
the  redemption  of  Chrift,  Jeri  xxxi.  ii;  14.  A  e.  not 
having  fo  much  of  God  as  to  be  a  god-glurted  Ghrif- 
tian  (as^hc  Md)  but  fo  fatiate  ^as  not  to  dcfire  other' 
thingS)  but  there  to  ftay^  tho'  the  heart  doth  oftnoi  feeli 
the  fame  fweetnefsi 

S  £  C  t.      lit 


N( 


IQW  there  are  four  thing's  which  do  concur  to  tbiS 
fuhrefs' of  fatisfying^fwcetnefs* 

Firft,  ManififlEffation  of  the  Lord  '  jefua  in -his  full 
proportion,  and" in  all  the  dimenfipns  of  his  goodneft 
10  the  foul;  the  foul  .of  man  is  made  for,  and  fo  de- 
fires^an  infinile  eternal  good;  whiles  this  good  is  not 
known  to  be  fuch  a. one,  it  never  fatisfies;  and  hence 
*let  a  tnao  look  upoa  any  one  creature^  there  is  mtich 
fweetnefs  in  it,  but  not  all;  -hence  it  fatisfies  not;  there 
is  fweetnefs  in  honour  and  ^wealth;  but  if  fick  a  mifer^' 
r  Vol..  IL  ■      K  fcbl« 
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able  man;  there  is  fvveetnefs  in  health,  but  if  poor  and 
naked,  a  defolate  man;  and  if  one  .creature  had  allm 
it,  yet  when  one  thinks  this  mufl  be  taken  from  me, 
it  is  like  Jonah's  gourd,  it  never  fatisfies. 

Now  the  grace  which  fatisfies  much  firft,  manifeft 
the  fiilnefs  of  infinite  goodncfs  fuitable  to  me  in  the 
Lord;  if  that^  now  do  I  want,  any  outward  blcffingit 
is  in  Ghrifl:,  for  he  is  heir  not  Only  of  heaven,  but  of 
all  the  world. 

2.  Do  I  want  fpiritual  bleffings  ?  Eph.  iii.  there  is 
all  in  him,  life,  and  peace,  and  glory. 

3,  Have  I  nothing  to  move  tifie  Lord  to  do  any  of 
thefc  to  me,  yet  there  is  fulnefs  of  tender  mercy  and 
pity  iu  him,  Ephef.  u  17.  and  iii.  18. 

Secondly,  Poffcffion  of  this  good  as  mine;  let  a  poor 
man  fee  heaps  of  gold  before  him,  it  fatisfies  not  his}, 
becaufe  it  is  none  of  his;  let  a  Chriflian  hear  of  king- 
dom6,  peace,  glory,  in  and  with  Ghrift,  yet  it  fatisfies 
not  him ;  it  troubles  him  the  more,  if  Chrift  forlakc 
him,  and  grow  ftrange  to  him;  but  to  be  fure  that 
Chrift  is  mine,  this  makes  the  foul  do,  nay  fufier  the 
wtmoft  for  Ghrift,  and  to  know  that  nothing  can  fepar- 
ate,  Sec.  as  a  man  that  knows  he  (hall  kill,  and  not 
lofe  his  life,  will  venture  like«Sampfon  upon  an  hoft 
of  men ;  they  may  wound  tne,  they  cannot  bind  nor 
flay  me,  Rom.  viii.  ult.  there  is  joy  and  fome  fatisfac-  I 
tion  in  finding  the  peiirl  of  great  price,  what  joy  when 
it  is  poflefled! 

Thirdly,  Communication  of  this  good  to  the  foal;  , 
let  a  man  have  meat  and  drink,  but  h^  cannot  coiae 
at  it  when  he  hath  need  of  it,  will  this  fatisfy  if  it  be 
locked  up  ?  let  a  man  have  real  pofieffion  of  never  fo 
many  lands,  yet  if  he  hath  not  the  ben^t  fure  to  faiB,  \ 
as  well  as  the  thing,  he  will  n^verhold  out;  what  am 
I  the  better?  fo  that  grace  fatisfies  that  brings  the  foul 
to  fruition  of  the  good,  that  it  is  now  in  refpcfl  of  the 
benefit,  of  it  conveyed  to  the  foul,  Pfal.  xvi.  4f  5* 
••  The  L^rd  is  the  portion  of  my  lot  ud  cup,"  and  be 
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maintains  both;  and  hence,  Jer.  xiv.  9.  "  Why  art 
"  thou  like  a  man  aftonilhed,  yet  in  the  midft  of  us!'* 
if  a  man  have  meat  and  clothes,  and  tl^  one  never- 
feeds,  the  other  never  warms,  would  this  fatisfy  ?  no, 
nnlefs  that  he  may  feel  them,  nay  he  would  think  this 
a  curfe;  fo  let  faints  have  God  in  his  ordinances,  thQ 
bell  in  th^  world  th^re  is,  if  not  fed  thereby,  Lord  t 
what  a  mifery  is  this?  efpecially  if  the  Lord  helps  not 
in  linfe  of  need* 

Fourthly,  Reflection  of  good  again  to  the  good  which 
doth  refrefh  us,  elfe  it  never  fatisfies;  if  a  matt  have 
meat  dealt  out;  and  it  is  very  fweet,  yet  if  it  giVes  him 
no  ftrength  to  perform  adls  of  life ;  if  a  man  have  a 
friend,  and  he  cannot  love  again,  nor  fliew  teftitnony 
of  love,  it  will  not  fatisfy  him;  fo  that  grace  fatisfies 
which  makes  the  foul  refleft  the  love  of  God  to  God 
again;  **  Shall  I  ferve  the  Lord,  faid  David,  of  that 
^  which  coft  me  nothing?"  you  know  the  vitic  and 
olive,  Judg.  ix.  were  quieted  by  this*  **  that  they  did 
'*  rejoice  the  heart  of  God  and  man;"  what  do  you  tell 
nie  of  bonds  ?  **  I  account  jiot  ray  life  dear  to  finifti 
*;  my  courfe,''  faith  Pauh 

Now  a  carnal  heart  gives  over  before  he  fees  or  pof- 
feffeth,  or  enjoycth  the  Lord,  or  found  the  fwc<itnefs  of 
a  holy  life  in  walking  with  God,  Hence, 

1.  He  loaths  and  is  wcrary  of  all  his  profeffion  and 
truth  he  knows,  and  the  God  he  talks  of; 

2.  Hence  they  break  out  to  fome  lulls  or  others; 
»bich  becaufe  if  not.  fattsfied  here*  they  muft  fatisfy 
pemfelves  forae  other  way,  either  in  vain  conceits  or 

I'mions,  or  lufts  of  the  world* 

^3.  Hence,  defperate  doubts,  is  the  Lord  mine  ? 
lereas  if  it  were  otherwife,  then  as  it  is  wiih  a  man^ 
^  him,  how  do  you  know  you  eat  and  drink?  16 
isfies  me  faith  he,  it  puts  ftrength,  I  fliould  die  daily 

K%  SECT, 
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SECT*    IV,  . 

Ufe  i*  yjF  examination,  inflruftion,  and  cxhorti 
tion  to  all  thofe  who  have  reft  content  with  that  mn 
fure  of  the  Spirit  which  will  never  laft»  to  begin  again 
^nd  lay  a  better  foundation,  left  it  befal  you  as  it& 
thefe  virgins,  or  as  the  finner  in  Prov,  v.  11,  12, 13 
♦*  You  niouFi\  when,  not  your  flelh,  but,  your  foul  11 
*'  confumed;  O  how  have  I  defpifed  inftruftionT'  let 
wra^h  break  out  which  cannot  be  quenched,  for  ded* 
ing  lliglitly  with  God  and  your  own  fouls;  how  mail) 
Chr-lUins  take  that  for  grace,  which  when  it  comcstt 
trial  will  be  found  too  light,  and  know  it  not,  andrfr 
gard  it  not,  '*  till  t'le  hand-writing  of  God  is  upw 
*'  their  confciences!" 

If  therefore  you  have  not  found  the  fatisfying  fwcct 
nefs  of  the  Spirit  of  grace,  that  water  which  quenchctl 
all  your  inordinate  ihirft,  that  bread  which  feeds  yd 
to  life,  be  fure  your  oil  will  be  fpent,  and  your  Kg'' 
will  go  out  before  you  die. 

SECT.    V. 

<^«cA-  IxQW  fhould  I  know  that  fatisfying  firi 
nefs. 

.  Anf.  Ah  methinks  you  fhould  fay,  O  that  I 
know  i'^ !  yet  wary  I  would  be  of  giving  any  juft  oc 
fion  to  break  ofi'  what  the  Lord  in  his  grace  i 
wrought;'  yet  you, may  know  foraething  of  it  by  thi 

I.  When  the  Spirit  of  God's  grace  difpenfcd  in 
ordinances  doth  glut  you  and  flay  you,  and  make  7 
worfe ;  here  is  not  the  grace  of  Chrift  which  dotii 
tisfy  you,  if  Uie  more  knowledge  you  have  of  the  tr 
the  lefs  glory  you  fee  in  the  truth,  and  the  Icfs  ) 
love  the  truth ;  if  the  more  comfort  you  have  found 
it,  the  lefs  you  now  defire  after  it;  if  the  morcab 
ties  you  have  received  by  it,  the  more  proud  yoa  grt 
and  high-minded,  if  having  come  for  to  fcek  the  or 
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nances  of  God,  the  lefs  good  you  find  by  them,  the 
more  weary  you  grow  of  them,  and  the  more  you  de- 
fpife  them;  it  is  certain,  the  fatisfying  grace  of  Chrill 
is  not  here,  when  the  bread  to  feed,  is  poiibn  to  flay; 
is  not  this  the  condition  of  many?  what  is  the  caufe 
they  are  growing  worfc,  that  they  are  wo'rfe  in  their 
latter  end  and  middle  of  their  Chriftian  profeffion,  than 
the  beginning,  becaufe  they  are  grown  full  by  G^d's 
<n:dinances,  and  fo  worfe;  what  is  the  canie  in  places 
of  perfecution  the  Lord's  ordinances  were  precious, 
not  when  they  come  to  them?  GoJ's  ordinances  plenty 
makes  them  to  undervalue  them  through  their  fin; 
that  look  as  it  is  with  men  in  confumptions,  whofe  life 
is  going  out,  they  think  they  can  eat,  yet  when  it  is 
before  them,  loath  the  fmell  of  it,  or  a  little  fcrves 
them,  whereas  another  finds  itotherwife,  not  but -that 
feints  may  think  thus,  but  they  with  Hezekiah  mourn 
under  it,  2  Chron.  xxxii.  Hof.  vi.  5-  **  I  have  hewn 
"  andflain:'*  what  is  the  caufe?  **  becaufe  yourgood- 
"  nefs  is  like  a  morning  dew,  which  foon  vaniflieth, 
•*  therefore  have  1  flainthem.'*  O  God  loves  us,  and 
we  are  the  beft  people  in  the  world,  becaufe  we  have 
ordinances;  no,  but  becaufe  you  be  Ihallow,  hence  you 
ihall  have^  prophets  to  flay  you. 

Secondly,  If  any  man  maintains-any  living  lull  in 
himfelf  in  the  midft  of  his  profeflion,  and  hungers  af- 
ter it,  and  the  life  of  it ;  for  when  a  man  hath  better 
food  to  feed  upon,  he  will  negleft  his  own  at  home, 
as  Chrift  faid  to  them  when  they  aflced  him,  why  he 
did  n^  eat;  how  many  be  tliere  which  have  ftrange 
gifts,  and  have  had  marvellous  ebbings  and  iHowings 
of  the  Spirit  of  life  and  peace,  and  yet  one  fin  have 
they  lived  in,  and  would  not,  could  not  live  without 
it.  Look  as  it  was  in  the  wildernefs,  *they  were  for 
a  time  pretty  well  content  with  their  allowance  and 
wildernefs-walks  and  provifions,  but  they  could  not 
flay  long,  **  they  allied  meat  for  their  lufts,  but  he 
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♦'  fent  leannefs  into  their  fouls,"  Pfal,  cyi.  14^  15.  So 
that  tnere  it  is,  if  luii  be  Uirring,  the  Lord  either  de- 
nies it  his  own  people,  becadfe  lie  will  ftarve  theJoft, 
that  the  loul  may  grow,  or  if  he  gives  Lc,  ilays  thelul 
by  it,  gluts  it,  makes  tlic  foul  grow  weary  of  it,  and 
prize  his  firil  hulbaiid  more;  as  Solomon  by  his  ape- 
rinient>il  difcQvery  of  the  creature  :  many  men  couicfe 
and  pray  egainft  their  fins,  but  by  their  forrowsand 
defires,  ihey  do  maintain  the  life  of  iheir  fiit,  felltoit 
as  the  dog  to  the  votnit;  you  will  be  call  away  ^laS, 
I  Cor.  ix.  ult.  *«  I  beat  not  the  air,  lell  1  become  a 
**  caft-away;'*  whereas  a  gracious  heart  doth  not  ffi&^fi» 
tain,  but  waflc  and  confiime  his  lull.  His  life  ists 
live  to  God» 

Thirdly,  If  a  man's  heart  and  affections  reach  nd 
the  people  of  God  with  the  dearell  embracings,  D«ff 
yet  mourn  fpr  the  want  of  fuch  a  heart ;  for  fomclinies 
there  are  fomp  drops  of  the  Lord's  goodnefs  falling  in- 
to the  heart,  whereby  the  foul  cleaves  unto  the  Lord, 
and  is  movecj  an4  ravilhed,  and  bears  much  leve,  ^ 
it  thinks,  towards  him ;  but  look  to  thcij  love  to  ^ 
people  of  God,  there  they  fall  fliort;  becaufe  "the 
*'  love  of  Chrift  is  not  Ihed  abroad  abundantly  into 
*^  their  hearts,  filling  and  fatisfying  of  them;"  afii 
hence  have  none  to  pour  out  upon  the  fouls  of  their 
neighbours,  i  John  iv.  20,  21.  In  our  own  country 
v/hat  was  the  accufation  of  faints?  viz.  They  arc  hy- 
pocrites before  God:  what  did  you  think  of  tbofe  iecb 

'  that  faid  fp  ?  Anf,  Surely  ihey  were .  enemies  to  tbc 
Lord,  and  that  never  loved  him;  for  then  they  *ouIi 
love  his  people.  But  what  is  the  occafion  here?  nc^ 
they  fay  they  come  for  ordinances;  but  they  are  unjui 
pppreflors,  cruel;  poor  men  may  ftarve  before  regard- 
ed by  them;  and  fo  ihcy  caft  reproach  not  only  upo8^ 

'  forae  few,  but  all  the  people  of  Ood,  and  church  of 
God;  if  that  it  be  fo,  their  accufation  is  God's  accu- 
fation, if  not  (as  generally  it  is)  for  many,  thoufi 
enable  to  dp  mijch,  yet  if  cs^Iled  to  it,  would  lay  doifs^ 

th^' 
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their  cftates  and  lives  for  others ;  then  know  thou  ne- 
ver hadft  Chrill's  love  flied  in  thy  Heart  (which  will 
continue)  but  drops  of  it  only;  becaufe  thy  love  can- 
not reach  to  tfiefe.  Beloved,  what  is  the  end  of  your 
coming  over  hither?  is  it  not  to  enjoy  firll  Chrifi,  the 
faints  company  is  moft  precious;  and  do  you  here  bite 
and  cenfure^  and  devour,  and  negleft,  and  reproach 
,one  another,  and  upon  aay  conceived  injury  ilunible? 
are  poor  men  neglefted?  It  is  a  fad  fignthe  love  of  Chrift 
is  not  in  power,  Heb.  vi.  9,  10. 

Fourthly,  If  there  have  been  abundance  of  fweet 
iaffeftions  and  fweet  refrcfliings,  thereby  rifing  up 
within  the  foul,  without  the  death,  and  killing,  and 
removal  of  the  contrary  lulis  and  fins;  it  is  certain 
this  foul  was  never  truly  filled  nor  fatisfied  with  the 
Spirit  of  God*s  grac^;  for  as  it  is  with  veflels,  while 
■they  are  filled  with  lime  or  chaff,  they  cannot  be  filled 
with  wheat  or  with  water;  fo  while  the  heart  is  filled 
with  fome  noifome  dillempers,  it  cannot  be  filled  or 
fctisfied  with  the  Lord;  look  but  abroad  in  the  church- 
es, how  many  are  there  that  fay  and  think  they  hate 
their  fin  as  the  only  evil,  ibey  clofe  with  the  Lord  Je- 
fqs,  they  love  the  people  of  God  all  of  them,  they 
&ek  the  glory  of  God,  and  yet  they  do  but  think  fo! 
for  though  they  hate  fin,  yet  it  is  unfoundly,  becaufe 
they  fee  not  how  clofcly  their  hands  are  knit  to  their 
fin;  they  never  did  believe,  becaufe  they  never  felt 
their  unwilling  heart  to  clofe  with  Chrifi;  they  never 
loved  the  faints,  becaufe  they  never  felt  their  contempt 
of  faints;  never  fought  Cjod^s  glory,  becaufe  they  ne- 
yer  mourned  under  that  which  did  llain  it;  they  never 
make  work  with  their  own  hearts;  the  ftony  and  thor- 
ny grpuhd  withered  becaufe  their  foil  was  naught;  a 
heart  filled  with  fweet  affefitions,  which  never  felt  the 
Rrength  of  contrary  corruptions  lying  underneath,  it 
is  an  ill  foil,  and  where  thofe  aflfeaions  will  never 
profpcr,  nor  prove  right;  and  hence.,  2  Tim.  ii.  20,  21. 
ie  that  purgeth  himfelf  from  thefe  things  (hall  be  a 
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v^eflel  of  honour,  ever  prefcrved,  never  broken.  Do 
not  put  It  to  a  venture,  it  may  be  I  may  have  grace,  and 
fo  put  your  falvation  to  the  hazard  of  fuch  hopes;  but 
when  the  Lord  comes  to  thee  knocking,  open  the  doocf 
that  hemiycprae  in  and  feaft;  cry  for  infinite  creat- 
ing power  and  mercy  to  make  hafle  and  come  and  help 
thee;  what  have  you  to  do  elfe  but  to  get  youroU 
lutts  purged  away?  what  do  you  labour  for  elfe?  If. 
5^ou  have  children  to  bring  up,  if  you  have  any  love 
to  them,  nay  if  fwine  or'  cattle,  meat  you  will  have 
id  feed  them,  and  fatisfy  them  if  poffibre;  and  yet  be. 
hold  thy  foul  perifhing  for  want  of  tr^e  fpiritoal  re- 
frcftiings? 

SECT.    VI. 

Ufe  2.  OF  exhortation  to  all  young  beginnen, 
end  fo  to  all  others;  take  heed  that  you  chop  not  at 
your  comfort  too  foon  ;  take  heed  that  you  do  nor  per- 
ifli  in  the  way,  that  while  feeking  after  the  Lord  and 
reft,  you  fall  from  the  Lord  by  fecurity  aad  fcandal, 
^nd  fo  you  perilh ;  but  labour  for  that  which  will  con- 
tinue and  lalh 

1.  Mariners  when  they  go  a  voyage,  they  willtris 
their  veffel,  and  featch  if  there  he  not  fomeihingamiis 
which  may  fink  the  fhip  at  laft;  if  once  out  at  fea,  ibey 
anay  die  before  they  come  home;  and  hence  at  firlr 
fetting  out  are  careful;  fo  do  you. 

2.  You  will  meet  with  trials  enough  to  cxercileall^ 
your  grace,  that  you  will  find  all  little  enough  intbc 
iffue. 

3-  This  will  be  your  comfort  at  death,  .that  tboogh 
it  be   difficult,  yet  if  you  have  fought  a  good  figJj^  ^ 
and  run  a  good  race,  there  is  now  a  crown,  this  wi» 
make  you  to  go  out  of  the  world , wondering,  and  go 
up  to  eternity   in  your  chariot,  in  your  triumpf^^^^  • 
pnariot  of  glory,  when  you  Ihall  fee  on  the  one  fi^fe*  ^ 
bcfQ  ^>  Pem?is   forfaking,  there   a  Judas  betrajtag'  j 

^      .  *  her?  ' 
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h€re  one  Chriftian  withered,  there  another  fcandalifed 
$nd offended;  and  yet  the  Lord  hath  upheld  thee  (in 
ihy  integrity)  a.  poor  creJiture,  that  though tft  thou 
iliouldd  never  have  held  out  at  all. 
That  you  may  do  thus,  two  things  are  to  be  doiie.: 
Firil,  Be  fure  your  wound  at  firft  For  fin  be  deep 
enough ;  for  all  the  error  in  a  man's  faith  and  fanflifi- 

.  cation  it  fpringa  from  that^firft  error  of  his  humiliation; 
if  a  man'3  humiliation  be  falfe,  and   weak,  and  little, 

'  his  faith  is  light,  and  his  fandlification  counterfejit,  as 
may  be  leen  in  the  llony  and  thorny  foil ;  if  a  man's 
wound  be  right,  and  humiliation  deep  enough,  that 
man's  faith  is  right,  and  his  fan6tification  is  glorious; 
for  Cjirift  cannot  be  exceeding  fweet  and  fatisfaftory 
to  the  foul,  unlefs  fm  be  at  firfl  exceeding  bitter;  and 
this  is  the  reafon  why  Chrift  is  not  fweet  nor  precious 
at  firft  nor  afterward,  becaufe  fm  is  not  fo.  bitter  to 
them  efpecially  heart  fins;  Chriftians  ftiall  find  it,  the 
efleem  and  price  of  Chrift  falls,  while  fin  lies  light  and 
Is  not  bitter. 

S  E  C  T.    VII. 

Queft.   HO IV  Utter  muft  it  bef 

Anf,  So  bitter  as  that  nothing  contents  your  heart, 
while  fin  is  with  you,  and  the  Lord  is  gone  from  you. 
Lam.  iii.  4.  9.  '*  Mine  eye  ceafeth  not  mourning,  till 
*'  the  Lord  look  down  from  heaven;"  as  a  man  that 
•  looks  for  a  prince  to  come  and  live  with  him,  he  pre- 
pares rooms  for  all  his  attendants,  but  he  refer ves  the 
l^eft  lodgings  for  the  prinpe  himfelf,  and  they  are  kept 
empty  while  he  comes :  So  the  foul  entertains  creatures, 
and  ordinances,  and  faints  of  God,  but  yet  the  heart 
is  not  content,  but  fits  empty,  defolate  while  the  Lord 
is  gone;  for  while  the  heart  is  delighted  with  fome- 
what  elfe  befide  the  Lord  (that  if  the  Lord  comes,  it 
is  well,  if  not,  it  is  merry  and  jolly)  fee  what  the  Lord 
Itfacre  fpeaks,  Jam^s  iv.  8,  9, 10.  *'  Gleanfc  your  hearts, 

<*  and 
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•*  and  he  will  draw  nigh  unto  you ;"  mm  laughter  to 
mourning,  elfe  you  are  not  humbled.  Let  God's  own 
people  do  fo,  it  ftops  up  the  fountain  of  God's  love, 
and  fweetnefs  of  mercy,  Pfal.  xxx,  7.  *^  When  car- 
*'  nally  confident,  I  was  troubled;"  as  it  is  in  marriage, 
if  a  man  know"  there  is  familiarity  between  the  womaa 
;and  another  lover  lie, will  have  none  of  her;  but  when 
fin  is  thus  bitter,  the  Lord  h|th  the  garments  of  joy  to 
give  for  the  fpirit  of  hcavinefs,  Ifa.  Ixii.  i,  2.  0 
therefore,  though  it  be  crofs  to  have  limbs  cut  off,  and 
breafts  feared,  bones  broken,  &c.  yet  part  with  all  for 
Kfc^  even  this  life  of  CJhrift  in  you,  which  will  give 
you  full  content., 

SECT.     VIII. 

Queft.  HOW  pall  I  do  tbusy  my  heart  noitl  be  ^ofh 
ion  and  carnal  ? 

Anf.  I.  Set  this  down  for  a  conclufion,  I  ihall  ne» 
ver  be  comforted  by  the  Lord,  while  any  thing  elfc 
pomforts  my  heart,  /•  e.  for  itfelf,  as  hath  been  prov- 
ed; and  if  this  was  well  thought  of,  this  would  make 
a  man  above  all  other  things  deteft  his  carnal  content, 
becaufe  this  indeed  keeps  the  Lord  from  him* 

2/ Keep  the  remembrance  of  the  bitternefs  of  your 
fin  and  evil  in  it;  thus  David,  Pfal.  li.  3.  fet  it  ever 
before  him ;  for  all  the  fweet  of  fin  comes  into  the  heart 
by  a  delufion  firit  begot  in  the  mind,  of  fome  prefect 
good  in  it,  which  the  foul  not  attending  to  is  drawn 
away  by  it,  James  i.  14.  •*  drawn  away  and  enticed;" 
hence  fortify  here.  Three  things  in  fin,  which  if  re^ 
membered,  would  make  it  bitter. 

1,  Sentence  of  condemnation  pad  upon  thee  by  the 
law  of  God  for  it,  which  may  make  a  foul  to  mourn: 
Little  content  do  men  take  in  their  prifon-bolts. 

2.  The  death,  and  ag6nies,  and  forrows  of  the  Lord 
Jefus,  to  acquit  the  foul  from  this  condemnation  i  this 

is 
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11  th^t  whicli  may  work  ''  bitteroefs  &s  for  a  firft 
**  born/'  Zech.  xii.  xo,  ii.         . 

3.  Croffing  the  will,  and  fo  grievjog  the  heart  of 
Ctirift  now  in  glory,  as  whca  the  old  world  grew  fen* 

'fual  it  grieved  God  to  the  heart;  keep  thefc  in  remen\- 
brance ;  what  pleafure  cand  thou  take  in  that  whicU 
makes  the  Lord  figh  ? 

4.  "  The  end  will  be  bittcracfs,"  PfaL  Ixxiii.  17. 

'  Secondly,  Take  heed  you  mifa  not  of  that  faith  which 
will  bring  in  fupply,  Heb.  iv.  i,  2.  Take  heed  left  a 
promifc  being  left,  any  fall  (hortof  that  red  which  comes 
by  the  promife,  by  an  unbelieving  heart;  for  many  de* 
fire  the  JL.ord,  and  refl  upon  the  Lord,  and  they  arc 
fatisficd  with  their  hunger,  and  with  iheir  red  on  him, 
without  receiving  life  from  him;  truly  you  will  fall 
from  the  Lord  then;  for  if  the  Lord  doth  not  daily 
drop  life  into  your  hearts,  you  will  grow  weary  of  him; 
and  ordinances  they  are*  empty  wells,  and  prbmifes 
they  are  dry  breads :  if  you  have  bread,  but  it  feed  you 
aot,  you  will  not  care  for  it. 

SECT,    IX,     , 

Queft.   HOWJhall  I  get  tUsfaitb} 

Afif,  I.  Honour  and  advance  the  Lord's  rich  grace 
5a  thy  heart,  before  thou  goeft  to  him  for  the  Spirit  of 
iife;  thus  that  poor  woman,  •*  If  I  can  but  touch  his 
"  fkirt,  I  fliall  be  whole;"  if  I  can  come  to  him,  I 
fcaJt  have  help;  many.  can. think  before  they  go  to 
Chrift,  I  Ihall  never  fpeed,  I  fhall  never  overcome 
t&efe  evils;  and  hence  the  Ifraelites  are  excluded  Ca- 
naan: Though  I  know  the  Lord  doth  pity  his  poor 
people  when  •  they  believe,  though  not  thus  far;  as  it 
is  with  men ;  if  you  would  get  their  hearts  trom  them, 
pommend  them;  fohere;  and  though  this  doth  not 
wove  the  Lord,  yet  it  is  an  ordinance;  it  is  a  way  of 
God,  Mic.  vii.  17,  18. 
2.  Take  up  a  firm  refolution  never  to  let  thy  heart 

go 
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go  from  feeking  the  Lord  till  this  is  wrought^  Pfal. 
xxvii.  4*  *'  This  I  will  feek  aftfr;'*  fee  that  thou  muft 
needs  have  this;  and  hence  do  not  fay,  I  have  dcfircd 
and  gone  to  the  Lord^  and  no  help  comes,  and  now 
fit  down;  nov  but  take  advantage  hereupon  to  define 
the  more,  and  to  make  the  Lord^s  denials  or  delays 
the  ground  of  thy  cries;  as  the  Canaanitifh  woman, 
crumbs;  as  Jacob  by  wreftling  againd  the  angel,  be 
had  the  bleffifig  at  laft :  Say,*  as  it  hath  been  long,  fo 
therefore  Lord  help  becaufe  of  that.  But  fins  are  many 
and  the  heart  is  worfe :  O  the  more  need  of  grace; 
Mofes,  Exod.  xxxiii.  18.  "  If  thou  wilt  not  go  with 
**  us,  carry  us  not  up  hence.'* 

3.  Wait  for  the  Lord  quietly,  and  look  out  when 
will  it  be  better-  Ifa.  Ixiv.  4.  "  Eye  hath  not  feen:'* 
and  wait  for  him  firft;  and  fo  for  other  things,  lis. 
XXX.  18.  "  Bleffed  are  they  that  wait  for  him." 

4.  If  the  Lord  gives  not;  yet  feek  to  give  him 
content,  though  he  doth  not  content  thee,  as  Mary, 
John  ii.  when  they  wanted  wine,  1  John  iii.  22.  we 
do  what  pleafeth  him;  and  hence  have  our  anfwer; 
this  will  fetch  it. 
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Sbevfs  that  the  Grace  of  one  Perfon  vfill  not  advantage 
another  that  wants  Grace  him/elf;  and  that  the  ieft 
Chr'tftians  cannot  difpenfe  Grace  to  tbofe  that  Vfant  it* 

Vcr.  9.  But  the  wife  anfwered^  fiy'^S-^  -^^^  fi*  ^'^ft  ^re  be  nst 
enough  for  us  and  you;  but  go  ye  rather  to  tbem  tbatfcO^  and  bmj 
for  yourfches. 

TTEREIN  is  fet  down  the  anfwer  of  the  wife  to  the 

-*-^  requeft  of  the  foolifli  virgins. 

This  anfwer  of  the  wife  virgins  contains  two  things- 
Firft,  A  denial,  together  with  the  rcafon  of  it,  which 

is  a  check  to  their  folly. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  Their  counfcl  and.  advice,  direftihg  theiu 
to  the  remedy,  if  there  be  any  which  might  fupply  them 
with  oil.  *'  Go  to  them  that  fell,  and  buy  for  your- 
"  fclvcs."  The  Spirit  of  grace  comes  not  fo  lightly  by : 
You  would  have  it  given;  no,  you  muft  buy  it;  you 
would  have  us  help  you;  nOr  there  are  others  appoint- 
for  to  fell  it  you;  away  to  them  before  the  Bridegroom 
comes. 

1.  **  Not  fo"3  They  are  words  inferted  in  the  Eng- 
lift  lext,  not  fo  in  the  original;  but  yet  they  are  fafe- 

•  ly  put  in,  partly  becaufe  they  are  intended  direftly  in 
the  ftrength  of  their  reafon,  and  involved  therein,  im- 
plied thereby ;  partly  becaufe  they  do  more  clearly  cx- 
prcfs  the  meaning  of  the  words,  and  give  tlieir  fcnfe 
more  diftinftly. 

2.  "  Left  there  be  not  enough  for  us  and  for  you/'J 
What,  did  the  foolifli  now  look  to  works  of  fuperero- 
gation  and  prayers  of  faints,  and  the  treafuiy  of  tho^ 
churches  holinefs  and  indulgences?  Surely  no,  for  thefe 
were  virgins,  had  efcaped  the  pollution  of  Antichrift, 
and  tltey  go  for  this  not  to  popifh  treafurers,  but  unto 
them  that  are  wife;  neither  is  it  likely  that  Chrifl's 
coming  could  awaken  them  out  of  their  fecurity  to  fall 
to  grofs  popery  fo  fuddenly,  whiles  they  were  the  com- 
panions and  imitators  of  the  wife,  and  therefore  this 
is  not  the  meaning,*  as  fome  have  wrefted  the  words, 
and  fo  make  the  anfwer  of  the  wife  to  be  a  Proteftant 
anfwer  to  a  popifh  petition,  and  therefore  bid  them  go 
to  Ihavelings  that  will  for  money  fell  pardons,  and  in-, 
dulgencesy  and  prayers,  and  meYits.  , . 

S  E  C  T.    IL 

Queft.  WHAT  tbeny  are  the  wife  urtHvilling  So  com" 
municate  of  the  graces  tbey  have  f  v}bat  Cbriftian  but 
is  vjiliingf 

Anf.'  Firft,  We  are  not  to  adhere  to  words  in  opcn« 
ing  parables;  but  the  fcope :  now  their  fcope  was  here- 

by 
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by,  firft  to  fmk  and  humble  ihc  hearts  of  the  fooltfli, 
and  to  let  them  know  that  nil  that  which  they  had  ia 
,  time  of  extremity,  was  little  enough  for  themfelves  at 
this  fcafon. 

Secondly,  This  anfwcr  is  made  aofwerable  to  Ae 
ground  of  their  requett ;  yx3u  know  how  hypocrites  ii^ 
churches  reft  in  outward  privileges,  and  how  tbcy  are 
carried  unto  ordinances,  but  not  above  ordinances  in- 
deed  to  ChTift ;  and  though  thev  have  Tome  kiK}\vIedge 
of,  and  lookings  above  them  unto  Chrift,  yet  mifiing 
him,  like  men  finking,  catch  hoM  upon  that  which  is 
next,  and  fo  look  for  help  thence;  fo  thefe  being  in  the 
feUowlhlp  of  the  wife,  and  admirers  of  them,  and  hay- 
ing  got  good  by  them,  and  imitated  them,  hence  they 
f^ly  too  much  upon  them  for  it;  and  hence  they  an- 
fwer,  we  have  but  our  meafure,  and  therefore  it  is  not 
in  our  hands  to  difpenfe  grace  in  times  of  extremity; 
tbat  muft  come  from  him  that  hath  received  the  Spirit 
without  meafure;  fo  that  this  anfwer  doth  not  imply 
uttwillingtiers  to  communicate,  but  to  let  the  others 
fee  that  they  were  not  the  firft  that  could  communi- 
cate. 

Thirdly,  You  are  to  confider  that  God  had  now 
broken  open  the  confciences  of  the  foolilh,  that  they 
profeffed  they  had  no  oil;  hereupon  the  wife  virgins  are 
not  unwilling  to  communicate  altogether;  but  confider- 
ing  other  means  are  fanflificd  to  beget  grace  irhcre  it 
never  was,  or  rather  of  greater  efficacy  ahd  power ; 
hence  they  fend  them  to  other  means,  to  them  that  fell 
profefling  this  for  thcTir  ground,  that  they  had  little  enough 
for  themfelves;  and  it  was  not  in  their  power  now  to 
convey  any:  This  I  conceive  is  the  diredtfcopeofthe 
parable  in  this  verfe :  Hence  three  notes. 

SECT.    IIL 

'  Olferv.  1.  THAT  the  grace  of  God's  Spirit  in  o- 
ther  wife  hearted  ChriftiahSj  will  do  no  good  to  fooli& 

vii^gios. 
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virgins,  and  flothful  Chriftians  in  the  days  of  their  ex- 
tremity. Ezek.  xiv.  20.  *'  Though  Job  and  Daniel 
"  ftood  before  me,  they  fhall  but  deliver  their  own 
f*  fouls  ;*'  gracious  holy  men,  if  not  only  in  mifery  but 
fin»  1  John  V.  1 6.  they  (hall  recover,  not  others, 
Jer.  iv.  4.  **  Left  my  wrath  break  out  like  fire.''  O 
therefore  dally  not  under  ordinances ;  to  have  them^ 
but  no  gain  of  them,  to  have  vines  planted,  bwt  not  to 
cat  fruit  of  them,  and  all  by  reafon  of  a  flothful  heart, 
is  a  dangerous  thing;  as  many  a  man  hath  a  rich  flock, 
and  a  good  trade,  and  yet  thrives  not;  O  he  is  not 
careful  to  keep,  nor  diligent  to  improve,  but  is  idle ; 
fo  here. 

O  confider  the  wrath  of  God !  In  extremity  ufually 
the  Lord  hears  and  helps  his  poor  people ;  but  it  fliall  be 
far  from  the  Lord,  when  others  fliall  fay,  Lord  help ; 
no,  let  others  tears  and  prayers  be  regarded;  no,  what 
Lord,  not  in  extremity  ?  no  not  in  extremity. 

SECT.    IV. 

Obfcrv.  2.  THAT  it  1$  not  in  the  hand  of  the  moft 
eminent  Chriftians  to  difpenfe  the  gnace  of  Chrift  to 
whom,  and  when,  and  where  they  will ;  not  in  all  fe- 
parably,  nor  in  all  jointly;  it  is  not  in  alj  the  wife  vir- 
gins hands  together:  It  is  not  in  the  hands  of  a  whole 
church,  or  all  churches  to  do"tkis.  Thefe  poor  foolifli 
virgins  it  maybe  they  did  not  in  their  judgments  think 
thus;  however  in  their  praftice  they  now  trilft  to  this. 
But  thefe  anfwer,  It  is  not  in  us. 

It  is  not  in  Mofes  to  give  his  fpirit  to  whotn  he 
would,  but  the  Lord,  Numb.  xi.  17.   r 

It  is  not  in  Paul  nor  Apollos,  the  one  deep  in  wif- 
dora,  the  other  admirable  in  expreflion,  but  in  Gk)d, 
who  gives  the  cdramiflion  to  bring  the  whole  world  in, 
I  Cor.  iii.'5,6. 

It  is  not  in  Chrifl:  as  man,«to  give  to  one  to  fit  at 
his  right  hand  or  left. 

It 


l6o  ON  TAK  PARABLE  OF  TUE 

It  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  beR  parents;  it  is  notitf 
the  wills  of  all  men  living,  John  i.  13. 

SECT.    V. 

Sea/on  I.  BECAUSE  they  have  but  their  meafurt 
received  wholly,  and  dependent  whollyfrom  another^ 
anfwerable  to  their  own  neceffities;  therefore  it  is  not 
in  their  freedom,  but  in  the  hands  of  him  who  hath  re- 
ceived  it  without  meafure,  John  iii,  34,  35.  **  But  the 
**  Father  hath  put  all  things  into  his  hands;''  as  it  h 
in  ftars,  one  ftar  doth  not  give  light  to  another,  bat 
the  fun  to  all,  having  received  it  without  pieafure  com- 
paratively; fo  one  fpring  doth  not  beget  another,  but 
it  is  in  the  Tea,*  which  hath  water  without  meafurci 
from  whence  they  come  and  return  again* 

Reafon  a.  Becaufe  all  the  faints,  and  all  the  fellotr- 
fliip  of  God's  people,  it  is  but  a  means,  or  they  are 
but  inftruments  in  the  hands  of  Chrift  to  coflvey 
grace;  now  you  know  all  inftruments  a£l  and  work 
according  to  the  will  of  the  principal  agent,  as  it  is  not 
in  the  aXe's  hand  to  cut  jlown  one  tree  for  fixcl, 
another  for  building;  but  in  the  agent's  hand,  efpc- 
cially  if  the  inftruments  be  weak  and  povverlcfs,  and 
fuch  are  the  people  of  God;  1  Cor,  i.  29,  *'  They 
*'  are  poor  things,  and  weak  things,  and  nothings* 
*'  things  that  are  not;^  2  Cor.  iK.  5.  *'  Not  fo  muck 
♦*  as  to  think  any  thing  of  themfelves  :*'  It  is  not  ia 
the  people  of  God  as  it  is  in  falves,  that  there  is  la 
inherent  virtue  abiding  always  to  heal,  and  that  ia 
any  man  which  is  cureable ;  but  there  is  only  an  ail- 
herent  virtue  which  doth  not  always  abide;  and  wbca, 
it  is  there,  works  not  upon  all,  but  only  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  principal  agent  the  Lord  Jcfus ;  thofe  j 
means  which  providence  hat;h  put  an  inherent  virtut  \ 
into,  cannot  blefs,  but  as  the  Lord  will;  meat  cm- 
not  Qourilh  fometimes,^  much  lefs  can  thefe  wrJ^oot 

lie 
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the  will  of  another;  hence,  Ephef,  iv;  i6.  thee  faints 
are  edified  by  this,  but  from  Chrill  ftill. 

Rtafon  3-  In  regard  of  the  greatncfe  of  the  power 
and  honour  that  is  required  to  difpenfe  the  grace  of 
God,  and  the  Spirit  of  grace,  which  the  Church  is  not 
capable  of. 

Firft,  Knowledge  of  the  elect;  the  Spirit  of  grace 
which  accompanies  falvation,  fliall  never  be  given  to 
any  but  to  them,  Rom.  xi.  7.  "  The  cledkion  have  ob- 
*'  tained  it;'*  hence  tf\ey  muft  be  known  firft  to  them 
that  have  power  to  difpenfe  it;  now  that  they  cannot 
tell;  indeed  Paul  by  feeing  the  power  put  forth,  knew 
the  cle£lion  of  the  Theffalonians,  i  Thefl'.  i..  4.  but 
not  before;  he  could  not  fay.  This  man  I  will  give 
grace  unto,  and  not  to  that;  a  minifter,  as  Paul,  A6ts 
xviii/'io.  may  in  general  know  that  there  are  fome 
people  in  fuch  a  place,  at  leaft  probably,  but  who  they 
be  he  knows  not,  no  more  than  Samuel,  who  knew  one 
of  Jeffe's  foi^wasto  be  king,  but  not  one  whom  he 
liked,  but  whom  the  Lord  did  choofe;  and  hence  a  mi* 
nifter  calls  all,  becaufe  he  knows  not  who  they  be: 
only  fome  are  called,  becaufe  Chrift  knew,  and  there* 
fore  in  his  hand  it  is. 

Secondly,*  The  power  mufl  be  omnipotent,  both  to 
lay  the  foundation,  and  to  go  on  with  the  building; 
now  that  cannot  be  put  forth  by  a  poor  fijiite  creature, 
when  it  will/ but  when  the  Lord  will;  a  minifter  may 
preach  and  quicken,  a  Chriftian  may  exhort  and  com- 
fort, and  yet  they  may  meet  jind  hear  again  twenty 
times,  and  never  find  the  like  day,  becaufe  their  weap- 
ons are  only  mighty  throuj(h  God,  2  Cof.  x.  4,  5^ 

Thirdly,  Shedding  of 'blood,  dying,  and  be?iring 
wrath,  to  puTchafe  and  fo  to  have  the  Spirit  to  fend; 
for  the  Spirit  of  grace  could  never  be  given,  nor  in- 
creafed,  nor  continued  in  any,  had  npt  blood  firft  pur- 
chafed  this;  our  fins  are  jaid  to  be  healed  by  blood, 
and  we  cleanfed  from  them  by  it,  /•  e.  by  the  Spirit 
purcbafed  by  it,  Hebi  ix,  14..  *•  Blood  fprinkled  puri- 

VoL.  II.    .  .  L  fies 
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•'  fies  your  confciences  wfth- blood,"  /.  e.  the  virtoc 
of  blood  applied  by  the  Spirit:  If  any  of  the  faints  flicd 
.Rlood  for  the  church  to  redeem  it,  then  they  have 
power  to  convey  the  Spirit  of  grace  to  the  church; 
and  it  is  as  hard  to  convey  one  dram  of  grace  as  to 
die. 

SECT.     VL 

Ufe  I.  HENCE  we  may  fte  the  glory  and  excel- 
lency of  the  Lord  Jcfus  above  all  men;  nay  above  all 
the  bed  men  and  bed  churches  living;  afk  David  whom 
he  loves  and  honours  moR,  he  will  tell  you,  Pfalm 
XV.  4.  •*  He  dcfpifeth  a  vile  perfon,  and  honours  thcta 
"  that  fear  the  Lord;*'  and  that  Chriftian  that  is  moft 
excellent  had  all  his  heart;  aflc  any  Chrillian,  to  whit 
men  hi?  heart  is  mofl  knit,  and  whom  he  doth  liioftof 
all  honour,  if  he  fees  one  man  in  forty  ^loilholy,  moft 
humble,  moft  like  to  God,  mott  acquaiitTcd  with  God, 
and  the  mind  of  God;  a  Paul  for  wifdom,  a  David  for 
brokcnhefs  of  fpirit,  an  Abraham  for  faith,  a  Steven 
for  courage  and  zeal,  &.c.  their  very  feet  are  beauti- 
ful, their  very  names  are  an  alaballer  box  broken  up- 
And  why  doth  he  thus?  Becaufejie  fees  they  are  holy 
and  like  to  God :  O  but  confider  they  cannot  raaltf 
thee  holy,  it  is  not  in  their  liberty ;  though  they  IhcuM 
like  thee,  they  cannot  teach  one  truth  favingly;  ih^a 
haft  a  ru;;ged  heart,  they  cannot  polilh  thee;  tmdwili 
they  cana  )t  tame  it;  they  cannot  convey  one  dram  cf 
tafte,  or  favour  of  the  life  of  grace  to  thee ;  O  if  thcfe 
be  lovely  who  only  have  oil  in  their  veffels^  though  ihef 
can  give  fione  for  thee,  what  is  the  Lord  Jefus  thcii, 
who  is  not  only  holy,  fairer  than  the  children  of  mcBv 
having  all  without  meafure;  but  can  alfo  make  ihct 
holy,  which  none  of  the  faints  can;  who  not  only  i» 
good  and  holy,  but  doth  good,  and  makes  holy?  Thca 
looked  fi)metimes  upon  faints,  and  feeil  their  grace 
and  life,  and  mourneit  for  want  of  it,  keepcft  company 

wita 
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Uith  thatrtj  and  wlflied  thou  hadll  ttieif  oil,  tut  they 
6ani\ji  help  thee  to  it:  O  look  up  to  the  Lnrd :  If 
thoti  hvtil  and  prizelt  them,  O  prize  and  tove  the 
torct  much  raore^  who  hath  it  in  his  hands  to  give  it 
linto  thee;  who  like  a  fpring  fends  rii.t  forth  its  Afeams 
to  refrefli  itfelf,  hut  the  weary,  but  the  faint,  Ifa.  1.  4* 
who  like  the  fun  fends  tiot  his  beams  out  to  enlighten 
iti'tlf,  but  ''^  that  ihofe  which  fit  in  darknefs  mightfee/* 
and  blind  might  know,  John  ix;  49.  John  xvii.  "  For 
'*  their  fakes  t  fandtify  niyfelf:*'  he  hath  an\humble, 
meek  fpirit,  to  give  to  thee  that  art  proud  and  fturdyj 
he  can  make  a  lion  a  lamb,  who  haih  a  wife  and  hea*' 
venly  Spirit  to  teach  thee  that  art  fimple,  and  thee  th&t 
art  earthly,  if  his  good  pleafure  wilL  « 

SECT.    Vlt; 

DO  not  fay,  1  have  found  gof;d  from  them,  as  welt 
as  fecn  grace  in  them,  that  1  blcired  God  that  ever  I 
faw  or.fpake  with  them,  or  ever  fu'W  their  c:>tample8, 
fee.  I  anfvver,  Know  it,  that  they  were  but  powerlefai 
indruments  in  the  hands  of  a  merciful,  yet  powerful 
Ciirill,  oiherwife  thou  hadfl:  never  received  good  from 
any  Chriftian,  iliiniller,  or  fermon;  the  Lord  JefuS 
could  as  well  have  ufed  them  as  means  to  have  con- 
demned thee,  as  he  did  Noah's  miniflry,  and  Noah'al 
example,  by  which  he  condemned  the  world,  as  well 
as  to  haVe  called  thee,  or  done  the  leaft  good  \o  thee; 
therefore  this  Rill  puts  a  beauty  upon  Chrift  aboVe  all 
others  in  the  world;  all  the  faints  and  minittcrs  in  thc^ 
World  could  not  have  changed  one  hair  from  being 
black  to  wliitfe,  tior  by  all  their  cares  for  thee  added 
one  cubit  to  thy  flature;  O  it  was  the  Lord  Jefusi 
if  they  have  any  pity,  the  Lord  put  it  in  them;  if  ever 
they  fpake  one.  word,  or  made  otie  prayer,  the  Lord 
put  it  in  them :  If  bleffed,  it  is  by  him. 

Nov/  doft  thou  honour  and  love  them,  becaufe  they 
have  done  thv  foul  good,  elfe  thou  hadft  been  in  hell'? 

La  O 
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O  acUnire  the  Lord  much  more,  for  ihcy  were  but  fcC 
oa  work  by  him;  and  now  they  have  done  thee  good» 
there  is  a  ftop,  they  can  go  no  further  you  think;  I 
idid  receive  good  by  a  little,  while  being  with  fuch 
Chriftians,  but  now  when  thou,  comelt  hither  again, 
thou  thinkeft  (it  may  be)  thou  (halt  receive  moch 
more;  no,  their  hands  and  feet  may  be  bound,  thofe 
conduit-cocks  cannot  turn  themfelves.  O  but  Jefus 
Chrift  he  can  go  on,  nay,  he  will  go  on  until  he  hath 
made  thee  like  unto  his  own  felf ;  and  hence,  i  John 
iii.  2.  "  Then  we  (hall  be  like  him,  now  we  be  fons." 
Children,  though  born  of  poor  men,  yfct  love  their 
poor  father  that  begat  them  :  Who  gave  you  your  be- 
ing? who  begat  you  to  God,  and  fo  made  you  fons  of 
God?  O  methinks  the  Lord  that  did  this  fliould  be 
precious  and  lovely!  that  you  (hould  call  the  world  to 
wonder  at  it,  that  the- Lord  had  made  an  incarnate 
devil  a  blefled  angel :  But  thou  haft  a  vile  heart  ftill; 
O  but  you  (hall  be  like  him;  he  will  make  you  like 
hirafelf  at  the  laft  day,  who  is  brighter  than  angels, 
and  whnfe  face  is  fairer  than  the  children  of  men; 
only  he  will  do  it  by  little  and  Httle  here,  rather  by 
caufing  thee  to  feel  thy  vilencfs,  than  removing  it 
wholly. 

Therefore,  as   the  apoflle,  Gal.  iv.  9.  when  they. I 
were  turned  from  the  gofpel  to  Mofaical  obfervancesJ 
he  calls  thera  **  weak  and  beggarly  rudiments/*  whichi 
had  no  p.»wer  nf  themfelves  to  convey  grace,  nor  at 
beft  in  that  abundance  which  the  gofpel  did;  fo  fey  I, 
d'>  you  now  know  the  Lord,  who  did  not  once  knoi 
him;  and  do  you  n.)w  admire  and  love  Chriftians  am 
others,  if  they  do  jjood  cfpecially  to  you;  and  do  yoi 
refufe  to  honour  the  Lord,  but  look  only  upon  beggarly 
weak  means  and  Chriftians?  God  forbid;  it    is  th( 
Lord  only  that  can  enrich  you,  &c.' 

2  Cor.  iii.  ''  If  the  miniftration  of  condeninattoi 
**  was  glorious,  O  what  is  the  miniftration  of  the  Spl 
^^  rit;"  if  thofe  which  have  the  Spirit  be  glorious,  wha< 
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13  the  Lord  that  not  only  hath  it^  but  can  alfo  give  iU 
^^  and  make  you  like  unto  him  in  glory,  and  that  by 
"  the  very  beholding  of  him!"  ver.  uit.  If  a  man  had 
fach  a  glafs  which  not  only  gave  hiiia  the  fight  of  fonie 
dear  friend  always,  but  as  oft  as  he  looked  in  it,  n^akes 
him  like  unto  him,  how  would  he  prize  this  glafs,  but 
efpecially  the  image  of  his  friend  in  it!  So  Chrill  ia 
not  only  glorious,  but  he  thereby  makes  himfclf  glori- 
ous. . 

SECT.    VIII. 

ObjcSl.  DO  not  fay  the  Lord  can  do  this,  but  he 
will  not;  faints  would  if  they  could. 

Anf.  i.  You  do  not  know  but  that  he  will  do  it; 
when  Chrift  was  here  on  earth,  and  men  were  fick, 
though  their  friends  willed  their  good;  yet  I  doubt 
not  but  Chrift  was  moil  glorious,  becaufe  though  they 
knew  not  that  he  would,  yet  they  knew  that  he  might 
heal  and  pity,  and  if  it  were  for  his  honour  be  would. 

2.  Pray  to  him  for  it,  and  do  it;  ^'^  He  will  pour 
"  water  on  the  thirfty,  and  give  the  Spirit  and  water 
"of  life  to  taem  that  alk  it;*'  do  not  think  you  feck 
in  vain,  efpecially  if  your  cries  arofe  from  a  fick  heart, 
that  fin  is  thy  difcafe,  not  torment  only;  it  is  not  thy 
delight,  ypu  need  a  phyfician,  he  will  not  heal  you,  if 
it  is  not  your  temper,  your  food,  &c.  If  a  man  hath  a 
mind  to  a  thing,  and  another  denies  him,  he  will  not 
fee  lefs  beauty  then,  than  he  did  before?  if  you  have 
a  wnd,  Chrift  hath  a  mind  alfo. 

Odjed.  But  1  do  not  feel  the  Lord  giving  me  the 
.  Spirit. 

Anf.  Yet  if  you  prize  it,  and  reach  after  it,  the  Lord 
hath  done  this  for  you. 

L3  SECT. 
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SEC  T.     IX. 

Ufd  fl.  TO  all  the  fervants  of  the  Lord,  if  everyi^i 
did  any  gov^d  to  ^ny,  O  bt^all  nc^t  cf  youriijlv^s,  ta; 
carry  the  glory  of  it  to  the  L^rd  Jefu$,  as  be  faid  ihc 
L.*rd  doth  good  by  me,  but  I  know  no  reafon  why; 
Sj  add  aifo,  but  1  wonder  at  the  ma^aner  hew  a  pn<iT, 
weak,  dead  nctliing,  whole  unclean  heart  and  iip 
jiiight  have  made  others  wcrfc,  not  better,  as  infeftiofl 
ilickin^  to  the  beft  garments,  Ads  iii.  12,  13.  '*  Why 
^'  Hand  ye  liokni^Ton  us?  be  it  known  to  vou,  bv  lie 
*'  name  of  Jedis  it  is  that  this  is  d'jue."  When-Chrift 
was  known  to  heal  all  difeales,  all  the  country  t^ji:^ 
about  by  this  fame  of  him  came  to  him,  and  fo  he  heal- 
icd  them  ;  this  will  bring  in  culiomers  to  Chriil :  S^ioc 
-Chrifiians  are  very  ff>rward  to  I'jxjak  to  others,  to  kc 
in  fome  new  nutiun,  or  to  convert^  that  they  may  mgke 
^n  Abfalom's  pillar  afterward,  and  that  they  might rc- 
.port  I  did  this;  fonic  take  c<ntei)t  in  fpeakiog  of  cm- 
verfion  of  others,  that  I  did  this.  *'  Let  your  wcrb 
**  praifs  yoi\,"  but  let  your  tongue  praife  Cl^rifu  it 
was  the  Lord  that  did  this.  If  bread  Qouid  fj>eak,  ii 
would  fay,  it  is  not  I  that  feed;  and  fire,  not  J  tha: 
•warm  :  yo^i  can  fpeak,  tell  others  (♦>;  you  v/cuid  hk 
•be  accounted  fomebocly,  and  therefore  will  devifs  rx'f 
-gofpels,  and  mint  new  notions;  not  only  Chriil  n^aj' 
be  plcafecl,  but  men  may  fav,  this  I  received  of  fucba 
•one-,  that  tiieir 'names  might  l^e  fpoken  of.  The  liiiH 
liakes  the  fheep  for  himlelf,  a  good  fnepherU  carries  it 
:|iome  to  his  owner^ 

SECT.     X. 

Ufe  3.  O  then  do  not  reft  in  this,  that  you  have  noj? 
got  10  partake  of  the  fellowfliip  of  God^s  people;  Ifos- 
fefs  next  tc  fellowfliip  with  G.d  tlieir  fdlowlhipisbeJ 
Bn4  UlQft  iweet,  I  John  i.  3,  4.  and  nothing  more  powc^ 
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ful  to  prefcrv^  and  keep  God's  people  from  apoftacy 
than  this;  Gal.  ii.  5.  order  and  lledfaftnefs  in  faith 
are  coupled:  they  that  be  planted  in  the  courts  of  the 
Lord  fiiaH  flourifh  here,  nothing  encreafing  grace  more, 
Gal.  ii.  19.  when  many  eyes  to  fee  by,  many  hands 
to  help  work  by:  when  ^  man  finned,  if  pne  or  two 
men  only  took  up  (tones  to  flone  the  fmner,  it  may  be 
they  might  mifs,  or  the  n^an  live;  but  when  there  be 
Juany,  it  is  ftrange  if  it  doth  net  kill;  fo  out  of  fellow- 
ihip  of  the  people  of  God,  one  may  admoniflt,  then  a- 
iiothcr,  arid  it  may  be  can  fliift,  but  here  there  be  ma- 
ny, &c.  2  Cor.  ii.  7.  When  a  nian's  life  is  going  away 
in  a  fwoon,  if  one  or  two  be  there  prcfent  only,  hn 
may  never  recover,  but  when  one  rubs,  apother  chafe?, 
another  holds  him,  another  runs  and  fetches  hot  water 
for  him,  it  is  ^  hundered  to  one  but  he  pfcapes.  But 
yet  as  the  beft  means  if -neglcfled  or  trufled  to,  will 
make  men  worfe,  ds  Capernaum  was  w-orfe  for  Chri(l*s 
preaching,  v;hich  they  boalled  of;  fo  the  beft  means, 
if  not  trufted  to,  \yill  make  men  betctr;  as  it  is  with 
fome  extra'fls,  and  fpirits,  they  will  make  quick  work 
one  way  or  other. 

1.  If  (ever  you  fee  or  receive  any  good,  look  to 
the  Lorfl  in  them,  i  Sam.  x.  11,  12.  who  is  their 
father. 

2.  If  ever  you  look  to  receive  any,  look  to  the  Lord, 
that  by  them  he  m^y  convey  help  and  fuccaur  in  his 
time. 

SEC  T.     XL 

^eft.  HOW  fhall  I  get  that  good? 

Anf.  I.  Feel  your  need  of  their  fellowfliip,  and 
their  help,  you  will  then  be  getting  good  by  every  ex- 
«mple,  every  prayer,  1  Cor.  xii.  ''  The  eye  cannot 
*'  fay  to  the  hand  I  have  no  need  of  thee."  O  be  not 
iull;  for  God  hath  not  made  you  fo  full,  but  if  you 
be  an  eye,    you  need  the   foot,  &c.      David  knew 

L  4  more 
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inorc  than  the  Lcvites  did,  yet  how  did  he  long  to  fee 
Gud,  and  the  goings  of  God  in  the  fan£l:uary ! 

Paul  did  need  the  mntual  comfort  of  Chrillians;  it 
was  a  ftrange  thing  in  Paul  when  he  was  to  carry  mo- 
ney  to  others,  yet  he  befeecheih  them,  *'  O  pray  for 
*^  me,"  Rom.  xv.  30,  31.  Do  not  fay  only,  I  fedi 
n^ed  of  facraments  or  niiniftry,  but  I  need  the  prayers, 
the  counfel,  the  examples,  the  exhortation  of  tlie  mean- 
eft  ChrilHan. 

Secondly,  Be  fure  you  join  yourfelves  to  living 
Chriftians;  that  is,  not  only  fuch  as  have'gracc,  but 
fuch  as  are  lively  in  the  ufe  and  exercife  of  it;  for 
thofe  God  fandlifies,  efpecially  to  coipmunicate  grace 
to  you;  if  a  living  hand  be  knit  to  a  dead  arm,  fore 
little  good  will  it  receive  from  it,  Rom.  i,  12.  a  live- 
ly befieving  Chriftian  will  comfort  Paul,  and  an  hum- 
ble Chriftian  will  humble. 

This  is  the  very  reafon  why  Chriftians  do  not  get 
good,  becaufe  their  hearts  are  dead,  and  their  fellow- 
iliip  with  God  little;  and  hence  others  defpife  them, 
and  withdraw  from  them. 

Thirdly,  Love  them  dearly ;  a  man  will  never  get 
good  from  any  Chriftian  that  he  defpifeth,  ar  fltghtctb; 
as  it  is  with  a  man,  if  his  hand  would  have  life  from 
the  head,  fet  it  in  his  place,  and,  let  not  it  be  tied  cuu 
wardly,  but  united  as  a  member,  and  then  it  receives 
it;  and  hence  it  edifies  itfelf  in  love;  fo  by  love  arc 
pen  edified. 

CHAP.; 
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CHAP.    XV.     SECT.    I. 

Of  the  plentiful  difpetifing  of  Grace  in  the  Goffef 
Miniftry. 

NOW  follows,  fecpndly,  their  counfel  and  advice, 
**  Go  to  ihcm  that  fell,  and  "buy ,'^  &c.  ^*  Them 
*'  that  feU,'?  fome  there  be  that  make  this  an  irony, 
or  a  plaja  fnock  of  the  foolifh  virgins  for  their  folly ;  as 
if  they  (houldfay,  you  have  lived  like  hypocrites  hither- 
to before  the  Lord  among  us,  and  deceived  us  and 
your  own  fouls;  iao\y  you  would  have  our  grace  to  help 
you,  no,  get  you  gone  to  mafs-priefts,  and  pardan-fel- 
Icrs,  and  merit-mongers,  and  buy  for  yourfelves,  they 
have  merit  enough,  &c.  But  this  meaning,  as  it  can- 
^  not  be  evinced  neceffarily  from  the  words,  fo  fuch  an 
anfwer  cannot  fiand  with  that  fad  and  gracious  com- 
paffionate  fpirit  which  is  in  (every  holy  virgin;  forfup- 
pofe  God  Ihpuld  break  open  the  confcience  of  any  in 
ihefe  days,  and  they  opening  their  hearts  to  others, 
they  ihould  receive  this  anfwer  (tiay  feeing  you  have 
neglefted  your  feafon  fo  long,  get  yo^  gone  to  mafs- 
priefts,  let  them  help  you;)  would  any  of  common  ho- 
Jiefly  in  like  manner  mock?  much  lefs  a  gracious  heart; 
no,  but  if  any  have  a  true  fenfc  of  their  mifery  fo 
fleeping  out  their  feafon  of  grace,  their  bowels  will 
inelt  over  them. 

**  Thofe  that  fell'*)  thcfe  are  the  miniftcrs  of  the 
Lord  Jefus. 

For  I.  It  is  manifeft  it  is  not  a  mock. 

And  2.  Thofe  that  fell  are  not  ordinary  Chriftians; 
though  they  may  and  do  convey  the  Spirit,,  yet  not  in 
this  cafe  fo  powerfully;  and  hence  they  do  lend  them 
from  themfelves. 

3.  Th^y  do  fend  them  to  thofe  means  which  do  moft 
abundantly  convey  the  Spirit;  now  the  word  and  the 

Spirit 
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.  4.  ' 

Spirit  are  united,  as  (haH  be  proved;  the  chief  difpen* 
fcrs  of  which  word  are  the  niinifters  of  the  gofpeL 
'  4,  Becaufc  niiuiftcrs  are  called  fuch  as  fell,  Prov- 
xxiii.  23.  *'  Buy  the  truch  and  fell  it  iiot;'''now  where 
is  the  truth  chictly  fold,  but  by  the  prime  pubU(hers 
of  it?  Ma!,  ii.  6,  7.  Not  that  the  Holy  Ghotl  is  to  be 
fold  for  money;  but  to  buy  it  there,  as  it  is  to  be  fold 
witliout  money,  which  c^Hs  all  that  thirlt  to  come,  Bev. , 
iii.  i3.  not  that  they  ihould  fix  their  eyes  upon  ih^n#, 
as  upon  the  chiefs  to  convey  it;  for  the  Lord  Jefu?  fells, 
and  we  are  t«  buy  of  him;  only  thefe  are  ferwants  un- 
der hiiTT,  HiiJ  appointed  as  an  ordinance  of  his  for  this 
pnd;  thti  apoftle  conveys  his  rainiftry,  2  Cor.  ii.  ulh 
fijiCjsrely  and  glorioufly. 

*^  Bay  for  youfelvcs"]  that  is,  feek  for  it  there, 
though  you  lay  out  never  {o  much  of  your  money,  your 
time,  and  thoughts,  and  afTefliqns  for  it»  ^nd  receive 
it  there  when  it  is  oltered  upon  any  terms,  though  yo^ 
part  with  all  you  h^ye,  that  fo  you  mjty  make  it  yow 
own,  and  fo  have  of  your  own,  and  (o  may  with  coi?- 
fort  meet  the  Lord ;  and  this  fuits  with  the  cuftom  of 
the  faints,  to  fend  then)  there  where  thgy  got  theirs. 

SECT.     IL 

Obferv.  3.  TIIAT  the  Spirit  of  gr^ce  is  principally 
and  moll  abundantly  difpenfed  in  the  minillry  of 'J^e 
gofpel  by  the  minillers  thereof;  that  is,  they  are  th«»fc 
that  fell ;  this  is  their  bufmefs,  and  trade,  and  work, 
lijce  the  olive  tree  to  the  candlellick,  Zech.  v.  5,  6. 
which  take  rooting  in  the  courts  of  God  to  this  ec4 
to  drop  in  their  goldep  oil;  but  ftill  obf^rve  it  is  as 
fervants  uxjoer  the  Lord  Jefus,  vvho  gives  what  aad 
\vhen  he  will  by  them. 

You  know  the  famous  exprefllons  of  the  apofilc 
♦«  How  can  they  hear  unlcfs  they  haye  a  preacher  T' 
Jlpm.  X.  14.  I 

^  Cor.  iii.  7.  The  gofpel  is  c^llpd,  **  This  mimftw- 

lioa 
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^^  tion  <3if,jthe'. Spirit  in  the^moyths  of  the  ^pofdes'^ind 
*'  their. fbcG^rfTors;  by  which  it  is  made  more  glorious 
*'  than  tlie  law  deUvered  in  tables  of  Hone,  though  lets 
"  oiKw^rd  glory;  for  wc  have  it  bu^t  in  earthen  yeflcls." 
Q,di-  ii.i-  2*  "  By  whom  received  you  the  Spirit? 
•*  by  hearing  of  the  law?  no,  but  by  tjie  hearing  of 
.*' faith  ;*'  .thereby  is  the  Spirit  revealed  and  difpcri- 

SEC  T.    III. 

JReafQu  I,  BJECAySE  th^y  are  fet  apart  principal- 
ly fey  the  iLord  f<)r  this  end;  for  God's  icparation  of  any 
thing  .far  .an  end,  ttiough  the  thing  he  unlil^e  to  bring 
thsit  pn4  about,  y^t  by  this.it  hath  a  jlrange  power 
accompanying  it;  a?  the  brsafen  fenpent,  how  comes  it 
4;o'heal?  It  .\yps  iet  apart  for  that  .end,  and  ljan£tifie4 
^of  Godi  and  hence  God  fetting  apart  an  ordinance,  is[ 
pre;fent  with  his  ordinance;  a's  Aarop  and  his  fons  wer« 
ifmiftified  for  the  fervice  of  the  tabernacle:  and  this  is 
done  Xwo  ways. 

Firft,  By  the  church,  according  to  the  will  of  God, 
tliey  ^re  fet  apart  from  all  other  e.m.ployjments,  unlefs 
thofe  w;hich  other  relations  bind  them  to,  that  Xo  they 
may  dedicate  their  time,  their  firength,  their  private 
ftudiejB,  their  felves,  their  p>rayers,  and  tears,  and  all 
for  them;  and  this  ought  to  be,  unlefs  neceffity  com- 
.pels,  Afls  vi.  4,  1  he  dlfciples  would  give  tliemfelves 
to  the  word  and  prayer,  and  would  not  be  cumbered 
about  the  deacon's  office,  and  fo  their  ftudies.;  and  fo 
Paul  exhojTts  Timothy,  »to  glye  hlmfclf  to  reading, 
to  think  on  thcfe  "things,  i  Tipi.  jv,  13.  jj. 

Secondly,  By  the  -Lord  himfelt,  G^^l.  ii.  jj,  16. 
What  is  l,rue  .0/  God  J'eparating  Paul  ,to  an  .extraordi- 
nary, is  true  in  ameafure  of  all  his  Jervpntg  fet  apart 
for  ordinary  work,  Mai.  ii.  7.  F<>r  the  ohurch  fomcr 
tipes  may  nqt  ,fet  a  man  apart,  yet  the  X-ard  may  and 
iiuth.;  .and  Jience,  (by  thefe  fomctimes  .he  iends  to  caJl 

a  church 
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a  diurch  before  there  is  a  church  to  call)  and  how  is 
fuch  a  one  fct  apart?  not  as  an  ordinary  ChriftiM, 
bat  as  an  extraordinary  ambaffador^  as  it  were  ia  the 
room  of  the  Lord  Jefas  himfcif;  for  Ghrift  being  fflc- 
diator  of  his  cTnirch,  two  things  are  required  to  nakc 
peace,  i.  To  fpeak  to  God  for  us.  2.  To  fp«k 
from  God  to  us  :  The  firft  he  doth  by  his  iniercdiofl. 
But  we  hear  not  from  him  ?  Yes,  for  he  fcts  thcfcia 
his  room,  and  by  them  he  fpeaks  as  mediator  to  ow 
cars  and  hearts,  2  Cor.  v.  20.  fo  that  if  Ghrift  wis 
here  prefent  to  fpeak,  we  woUld  look  for  the  Spiritbf 
him  and  his  niiniftry:  Now  all  meiTengers  of  tbeLwi  1 
Jefus  are  in  the  room  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  &c.  Nay, 
if  Ghrift  was  here,  the  Spirit  would  not  come  but  if 
this  means;  and  hence  Ghrift  converts  not  to  many  is 
the  apoftles  by  their  miniftry  within  Judea. 

Reafon  ^.  Becaufe  the  Lord  hath  farnifhed  thciii 
with  fpecial  abilities  to  difpenfe  the  grace  of  Ghrillf* 
the  churches  fake;  2  Gor.  iii.  6.  **  Ghrift afcendcdw 
**  high  to  give  gifts  for  edifying  tlie  body  ;^  if  ainu 
ftiould  have  an  apprentice  fet  apart  to  fell,  buthisfcop 
is  not  furniflicd,  how  could  he  then  fell,  and  how  llwtiji 
men  in  wifdom  expeiSl  to  buy?  I  will  not  fpeak  of  wi* 
is*teqaired  to  make  men  able;  Ghrift  not  oijly  asi 
free  agent  fets  them  apart,  but  as  a  wife  agent  fiinH- 
fheth  them  with'  abilities  for  that  end.  There  rouft  l« 
that  knowledge  which  may  make  the  man  of  God  wife 
to  lalvation  from  the  fcriptures,  which  cannot  be  wi*- 
out  knowledge  of  tongues  and  arts  in  fomc  competcraf 
and  ftudy  about  both. 

1.  Th«y  cannot  think  a  thought;  Ghrift  fumifhcA 
them  with  thoughts;  the  miniller  knows  not  what la 
fay,  yet  his  thoughts  are  frcTm  him. 

2.  They  cannot  fpeak;  hence,  Ephef.  vi.  19.  tb 
Lord  opens  their  mouth;  Ezekiel  muft  be  dumb  far* 
time. 

3.  Have  they  therefore  any  knowledge  of  th 
myfteries   cf  Ghrift?     It    is    to   teach  the  churA 
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2  Co^.^iv.  5,  6.  all  their  gifts  and  fpiritual  abilities, 
tlfcugh  never  fo  great,  and  peculiarly  fanaified,  but 
it  is  for  them,  2  Cor.  i.  4,  5.  (and  though  it  is  true, 
there  is. in  ether  Chrillians  Chriftian  abilities  to  help 
and  comfort  others,  yet  not  miniftcrial  in  every  Chrift- 
ian  (the  whole  body  is  not  an  eye)  nor  which  hath  a 
fpctial  prefcnce  of  the  Spirit  of  Gcd  in  it  and  with  it) 
which  they  fhould  never  have  received  but  for  necef- 
fities.of  fome  in  the  church;  there  is  good  to  be  had 
by  watering-pots,  when  grafs  and  herbs  are  dying ; 
but  yet  fometlmes  -the  rain  falls,  and  that  hath  a  pe- 
culiar virtue  in  it,  as  being  fitted  for  that  end;  and 
hence  minilters  are  compared  to  clouds;  and  hente 
men  will  pray  efpecially  when  many  clouils  ar^,  the 
Lord  grant  thefe  bottles  may  drop;  fo  hither  you  are 
to  look;  difti-milk and  flit-milk  may  convey  fome  nour- 
iJhment,  but  bread-milk  hath  fpirit  going  with  il; 
good  books  may  be  bleft,  but  there  is  not  that  fpirit  itt 
U\em.  as  in  lively  difpenfations  of  the  gofpcl  by  mi- 
nifters  themfelves. 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  the  Lord  hath  given  them  hearts 
enlarged  to  difpenfe  the  gofpel,  that  fo  the  Spirit  may 
be  conveyed,  **  we  preach  not  ourfelves,  but  the  Lprd 
**  Jcfus,  and  ourfelves  your  fervants,"  &c.  2  Cor.  iv. 
5.  I  Theff,  ii.  8.  If  one  be  appointed  and  furnilhcd 
but  hath  no  mind  to  fell,  they  have  other  trades  to  fol^ 
low,  little  help  is  to  be  expefted  there;  take  a  mini- 
fter  of  large  abilities,  if  once  he  comes  to  have  fome  o. 
ther  penny  in  his  eye,  befides  the  fouls  of  people,  fcldom' 
Ihall  it  be  feen  that  the  Lord  is  prefent  there;  Satan 
doth  not  caft  out  Satan,  neither  is  his  kingdom  divid- 
cd;  when  Peter  fiflieth  for  himfelf^  all  night  he  catch- 
cth  nothing,  but  when  the  Lord  comes,  and  for  his 
fake  be  cafts  out  the  net,  then  the  net  is  full;  and 
for  tp  be  a  means  to  convey  the  fpirit  to  any;  it  ia 
their  life;  as  in  others,  when  gain  comes  in,  they 
could  not  live  without  it;  '*  Now  we  live,  faith  Paul, 
.  **  if  you  ftand^'*  i  Theff.  iii.  8.  This  is  their  glory, 

•^  You 
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'*■  You  ire  our  joy  and  j^lory.''  i  The(t.  ii.  i6,  tW^ 
is  tiieit  garrf,  tiioujli  it  be  by  lofs  of  all;  life  is  ncl* 
dear  to  fini (It  their  minillry,  '•  I  fuffef  all  things  fcr 
**  the  eledVs  fake,'*  they  are  willing  to  fpcnd  and  to 
be  fperit,  2  Cor.  M,  15.  Paul  wiflieih  himfelf  <7«tfiic- 
ffia^  afhot  dlvinus  est  estatictts^  it  Cafries  out  of  fclf^ 
llortt.  i5c.  I,  2,  3,  though  it  13  true  the  miniftrf  was 
riot  bleft  to  all,  yet  the  ele£lion  obtained  it,  Ram.  xi, 
7.  hence  the  rtiniftry  is  froni  men,  not  angels,  th&C 
there  might  be  the  nlore  pity,  and  fo  the  mofc  hclp> 
Heb.  iv.  2. 

SECT.    IV- 

2.  BUT  why  .by  the  mlnillry  of  the  gofpel? 

Reafon  i.  BecSiufe  the  **  law  canftot  give  llfc,'^ 
G?al.  Ill*  21.  Now  the  Loi*d  cann6t  make  him  that^ 
hith  fitined  ftot  to  have  finned,  that  would  be  a  con- 
tradid\ion;  **  and  he  that  hath  finfted  mutt  die;"  and 
hence  there  is  no  poflibility  for  the  Spirit  to  give  life 
here ;  hence  the  Spirit  takes  atlother  ififtrament,  the 
gofpel  can  perfuade  to  believe,  and  bring  t6  Ghfill, 
^herc  life  is  feated. 

Reafon  2.  Becaufe  there  is  more  of  Chri(l*s  blood 
here,  and  heiice  riiore  Spirit;  for  they  arfe  all  one  to 
be  cleanfed  with  blood  and  Spirit;  for  the  Lord  Jcfns 
did  not  by  his  blood  purchafe  the  unfealing  of  the 
law;  but  the  gofpel  is  a  fecret,  and  not  known  butbf 
this  means;  it  is  the  new  teftament  which  arifeth from 
the  death  of  the  teJlator*  to  have  the  news  of  the  gof- 
pel printed,  it  is  by  means  of  GhriiVs  blood;  but  to 
have  men  fent  t)  open  it,  there  is  more  of  his  blocd 
therein;  and  hence  more  Spirit. 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  there  ia  more  of  Chrift's  love  in 

the  gofpel ;   and  where  moPt  of  his  love  s^ots^  there  his 

Spirit  goes  molT;  it  is  love  to  make  us  know  the  law^ 

though  it  be  a  hand-vvritingagainft  us;  but  now  (when 

.   we  fee  death)  to   bring  (ht  gofpel,  and  thetem  to  in- 

treat 
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ireat  afid  wait,  there  is  great  love :  and  hetice  it  is 
called  th6  mihiftry  of  reconciliation.  O  it  is  infinite 
pity  to  offer  to  take  a  dead  carrion  uJD  under  his'wings; 
here  longs  fur  the  falvation  of  ,a  fmnef  jnoft:  if  wd 
v^^ere  fallen  angels,  he  wo\iId  never  fend  the  .minillry 
of  the  gofpel  to  us;  but  fo  it  is^now,  that  he  hath  taken 
the  fded  of  Abraham. 

S  E  C  T.    V. 

Vfe  I.  Of  inflruSlion.  i.  Hence  we  n'lay  ke  the 
f;Iory  of  the  gofpel,  in  that  it  is  the  minUfry  of  thd 
Spirit  of  God;  this  the  apoftle  profefleth  it  exceeds  id 
glory;  glorious  light  it  fcatters,  **  that  which  hatfi 
*'  been  hid  from  the  wife»  nay  from  jirophets,  and  A- 
^'  braham  who  defired  to  fee  this  day,  and  faw  it  but 
"  afaf  off ;  hence  it  is  called  marvellous  light,'*  which 
brings  the. foul  to  the  light  of  that  bleffed  face  oF  Jefus, 
and  his  glorious  love,  which  never  Ihall  be  founded  to 
the  bottom  of  it,  which  damps  the  glory  of  all  other 
things ;  artd  although  many  great  and  wife  defpife  it^ 
yit  if  they  did  know  they  would  not  defpife  the  Lord 
6f  glory,  ndr  crucify  him;  but  their  eyes  fliall  neveir 
fit  thofe  glorious  confolations  and  comforts  promifed 
to  the  people  of  God;  "  I  will  fend  the  Comforter,'* 
faith  Chrift,  •*  which  neyer  can  be  taken  away''  froiii 
believers,  which  in  midft  of  all  mifery  gortiforts  ;  it  is 
a  great  mercy  when  a  man  fees  his  fin,  elfe  he  would 
fteVer  fqek  for  remedy ;  but  the  law  cannot  do  any 
thing  but  arrefi,  andimprifon;  it  cannot  getfm  remov- 
ed; yet  the  gofpel  can  fet  at  liberty,  '*  which  preaches 
•*  deliverance  to  prifoners;"  John  viii.  32.  **  You  fliall 
**  know  the  truth,  and  that  ihall  make  you  free.  I  cad 
•*  through  Chrift,"  &c-  Phil.  iv.  13.  It  is  a  marvel- 
lous raercy  to  tremble  before  God,  and  fee,  and  know, 
^nd  be  affefted  with  God's  wrath;  but  yet  if  this  be 
all,  the  heart  will  fink  and  fly  from  God;  now  the  gof- 
pel reveals  Chrift,  and  fo  John  x.  16.  **  his  iheep  hear 

*<  and 
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"  and  follow  him;'*  and  the  g  )fpel  comes  to  hell  with 
the  Spirit,  to  a  poor  linner  when  he  is  blinds  captive, 
broken,  mourning,  never  fomiferablc;  nowthegofpel 
penetrates  thus  low,  and  brings  the  Spirit  with  it;  it 
makes  the  foul  not  only  to  fee  Chrift,  but  gives  ithim, 
and  now  it  is  fafe.     O  (beloved!)  if  the  Spirit  be  glo- 
rious, then  is  the  gofpel  glorious;  if  the  miniftryofmea 
could  bring  in,  and  draw  with  them  the  princes  of  this 
world,  and  all  their  wealth  to  ferve  you,  angels  and 
their  mijiiftry,  nay,  bring  Chrift  himfelf  bodily  to  you, 
how  glorious  were  this?  but  what  is  this  to  bring  the 
Spirit  into  a  (lye,  into  thy  foul!  O  therefore  take  heed 
of  a  light  efleem  of  the  gofpel,  as  thofc  Matth.  xxii.  3. 
which  were  (hut  out:  men  mud  fpeak  fomething;  take 
heed  you  that  have  once  efteemed  it,  of  accounting  it* 
common*  thing  (it  is  next  to  the  unpardonable  fin)  of 
accounting,  the  gofpel,  minifters,  truths,  j unification  by 
faith,  &c.  common  things;  but  fee  them  glorious;  the 
greateft  glory  that  ever  was  in  the  world,  did  once  lie 
hid  under  the  meaneft  outfide,  viz.  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
yet  the  apoftles  beheld  his  glory ;  fo  the  gofpel  is  moft 
glorious  now,  as  being  his  glafs,  and  this  notwithftand- 
ing  is  moft  mean  in  the  account  of  many;  Paul  is  ia 
the  eyes  of  the  Corinthian  doftors  a  mean  man,  his 
pre  fence  was  contemptible,  his  words  mean  alfo;  mea 
defpifed  them. 

Secondly,  Hence  fee  wh^t  caufe  they  have  to  fit, 
and  go  home  to  their  houfes  lamenting,  that  never 
found  the  Spirit  conveyed  by  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel 
in  life  and  power.  Lam.d.  16.  **  O  the  Comforter  that 
**  Ihould  refrefti  my  foul  is  far  from  me;*'  if  there  be 
any  hope  of  help,  it  is  by  the  Spirit ;  and  if  the  Spirit, 
itjs  by  the  miniftry  where  the  gofpel  is  publiflied  and 
the  Spirit  conveyed:  O  thinks  many  a  one  in  himfelf, 
I  find  no  fuch  good!  thus  long  have  I  heard,  and  thus 
oft  do  I  hear,  but  I  come,  and  go  away  as  I  came, 
my  heart  never  fhaken,  my  foul  never  broken,  my 
fpirit  never  humbled,  nor  comforted,  Sec.  and  there- 
fore 
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fare  .what  /care  1  for  jninifters  or  gofpel?  it  as  t-tu€,  it 
is  hid,  aiGor.  liv.  3.  but  then  it  is  '*  from  jthom  that 
"  be  loft'*  only,  wham  Satan  hath  blinded;  it-ntay  be 
the  lad  medicine  ia  now  ufing;  as  it  is  with  many  that  • 
have  the  laft  remedy  applied  M'hen  they  be  lick  to 
death;  >truly  fo  it  is  here. 

Heb.  vi.  8.  *'  The  tree  ar  ground  that  brings  forth 
^*  briers^  is  .fiigh  to  curfing,''  the  condition  is  fad,  as 
it'ts  there  cxpreft,  '^it  Ihall  ti^ver  fee  good  when  good 
"conficB,"  Jer.xvii.  6.  O  it^was  a  fad  con^plaint  of  .Saul, 
**  O,  the  Lord  anfwers  me  not!"  and  of  the  people  of 
God,  "  we  fee  no  vifion  j**  but  you  have  none,  and  la- 
ment it  not;  if  men  in  the  old  law  did  hot  riieet  with 
the  Lord  in  their  tent'doors,  it  was  tio  wonder^  it  was 
titft  ufual  fo  to  do;  but  when  at  the  tabernaclei  if  they 
4neet  not  there  with  him,  it  was  fad  then;  fo  here;  if 
you  <4nBet  not  the  Lord  there  where  he  dwellsj  it  is 
i^rai^e  ;  not  but  that  faints  may  find  the  Lord  abfent, 
but  I  fj^ak  to  them  tlvat  find  it  not,  and  mourn  not  for 
#it;^(ktheps  fhali  rejoice  when  they  mourn  for  the. ab- 
-fence -of  ^be  Lord, 

SECT.    VL 

Ufe  1.  OF*  cotif  13 ration  of  tho'fe  that  tbmk  there  is  nol 
that  neceffity  of  the  miniftry  to  convey  the  Spirit: 

•But  fifft,  Think  good  books  may  do  the  deed,  and 
heoce  can  profit  as  much  at  home  a^thereby;  but  thefe 
virgins  are  not  direfled  to  books,  bilt  perfons  (though 
there  is  a  good  ufe  of  books  alf(;)  books  are  but  a  car- 
cafe  of  fhe  livitTg  word. 

Secondly,  They  that  would  have  it  by  immediate 
t^evelation,  by  elevations  of  the  foul  to  God,  a  familiC- 
tical  principle  collected  from  the  apocrypha  fpeculati^s 
of  devout  monks,  received  in  Germany  when  the  goA 
pel  was  preached  to  overthrow  it,  and  entertained  by 
the  deceitful  experiences  of  fome  (as  in  London,  &c.) 
file  that  was  converted  by  dreams,  &g.  indeed  we  are 

KuMB*  VIIL    .  M  to' 
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to  look  for  the  Spirit;  but  to  look  for  it  witbaut  tie 
the  word  is  vile ;  if  the  apoftles  were  living,  ihcfc 
would  overthrow  their  doflrine. 

Objc^.  What  can  man  do?  (fay  many)  you  maft 
look  for  the  living  voice  of  Chrift;  the  word  is  buU 
dead  letter,  and  will  only  make  you  a  Jew  in  letter. 

Art/.  If  indeed  we  had  only  f  juIs,  and  no  bodieSi 
then  we  mightt  lay  afide  our  Bibles;  but  feeing  it  isoot 
fo^  look  to  the  word  thus  difpenfed ;  hence  the  Lord 
faith,  "  Hear,  and  your  fouls  fhall  live;"  thcfefaj, 
Hear  not,  &c. 

.  S  E  G  T.     VII. 

Ufe  3.  OF  terror  to  all  them  that  oppofc  the  mini- 
ftry  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  refift  it;  the  Holy  Ghoft 
being  in  it,  you  refill  the  H^ly  Ghoft  himfelf,  andtbii 
not  only  where  he  is  dropt,  but  mod  abundantly  pour* 
cd  out,  A6ts  vii.  51,  52.  How  did  they  refill  the  Holy 
Ghoft  ?  they  did  but  refift  men ;  no,  it  was  the  Holy 
Ghoft  there,  for  fo  he  fpake  thofe  words,  and  the  Spi- 
rit had  fome  operation  upon  their  hearts  by  thofe  words, 
Zech.  vii.  12.  Heb.  ix.  30. 

Sometimes  the  Spirit  puts  forth  its  prerogative  poll- 
er; then  It  is  not  overcome;  fometimcs  words  withoHt 
power,  and  then  men  refift  and  overcome  it»  (for  tto 
is  the  meaning,  becaufe  all  men  refift,  more  or  IciJ 
and  this  is  enmity  againft  the  Spirit,  A6ls  v.  39* 
**  Fighters  againft  G)d,"  which  is  a  moft  fad  andhci* 
vy  evil,  for  to  be  left  to  that  evil  to  overcome  tht 
Comforter  himfelf;  as  he  faid,  '*  It  is  not  enough  to 
**  grieve  man,  but  you  muft  grieve  my  God  alfo?*^ 
Ifaiah  vii.  13. 

SECT. 
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..    %i//.  BUT  who  doth  refift  thus? 

Anf.  I.  Smtic  d )  it  by  filencing  and  ijerfccuting  of 
the  niiniflry  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  moft  grievous:   When 
Amos  preached  againft  Bethel,  up  fteps  Araaziah  the 
prieft  of  Bethel,  Amos  vii.  lo.  axwl  firft  makes  com* 
plaint  of  him  to  the    king;  firft,  that  he  was  fa£ttou| 
and  confpircd  againft  the  kingt  And  fecondly*  that 
the  land  was  not  able  to  bear  his  words;  that  he  troub- 
Jed  the  country   and  kingdom  with  his  doftrin^,  Viz. 
That  we  fliall  all  die  if  we  receive  not  his  doctrine}  and 
hence  he  commands  him  to  depart  and  flee  from  thcnce» 
and  prophefy  no  more  there,  but  you  fee  what  he  an- 
f^vers,  **  I  was  a  herdfman,  and  the  Lord  eallcd  me;'^ 
think  nt^t.that  you  oppofe  a  private  fpirtt,  but  the  Lord'^ 
.that  called  me;  and  hence  fee  becaufe  he  did  but  fay  fo, 
what  hisfentence  is,  upon  his  wife,  children,  himfelf, 
and  upon  all  Ilrael :  Are  there  rtot  many  Amaziahs  in 
thefe  days?  do  they  not  take  the  fame  dourfe?  is  ttot 
the  fame  fpirit  working  againft  the  Spirit  of  God  noW  ? 
what  will  their  end  be?  Let  a  man  be  never  fo  peace- 
able in   his  place,  blefled  in-  his  work,  if  he  doth  but 
reach  Bethel,  nay,  if  only  tlie  judgments  of  them,  the 
altars  there,  and  idols  there;  Amos  may  prophefy  in 
another  land,  but  no  more  there;  but  what  will  be  the 
end  of  this?  fee  vtr^t  17.  it  is  a  fad  fpeech,  i  Theff. 
ii*  16.   **  Forbidding  us  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles  that 
**  they  luay  be  faved  ;  for  the  wrath  of  God  is  come 
•^upon  them  to  the  utmoft  •/'  You  know  the  Jews  raif- 
iCd  up  perfecuiion  againft  them   wherever  they  came, 
but  **  wrath  is  upon  them  for  it  even  to  the  utmoft ;'* 
why,  look  as  it  is  in  hell,  to  rcfift  the  gofpel  one's  felf 
is  heavy;   but  wlicn  in  hell  there  they  wifti  that.no  o* 
Ihers  might  receive  it,  or  that  it  might  not  be  preach- 
ed to  any  other,  that  none  might  ever  J^now  the  Lord: 
So  it  is  here,  it  is  gfeater  wrath  to  oppofe  God  in  Jiell, 
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than  to  be  oppofed  of  God,  and  the  firft.they  are  come 
to:  O  but  they  gamifti  the  fepulcbrcs  of  the  propfaetSi 
and  beautify  their  temples,  and  if  they  had  lived  ia 
the  days  of  the  prophfets  they  would  never  oppofe  them- 

ObjeSi..  But  thefe  are  other  kinds  of  hot.fpursind 
hovicfes  ? 

Anf.  Mat.  xxili.  30.  35.  "  Yoa  fcall  have  fcribes 
«*  and  wife  men,  and  you  fliall  kill  them,  thatopM 
^  you  may  come  all  the  blood  that  ever  was  fpilt;" 
and  blood  they  mud  have  who  arc  the  open  perfecu- 
tors  nff  the  prophets  and  faints  of  God  firft  or  laft;  cer- 
tainly God  is  remembering  the  tears  and  troubles  of 
his  banrfhed  didrcffed  fcers. 

2.  Some  others  by  reviUng  and  reproaching  of  tfct 
miniftry;  for  Satan  in  the  hearts  of  the  wicked,  if  ht 
cannot  hurt  it  with  his  teeth,  he  will  feek  to  deftroy  it 
by  his  tongue:  how  was  Paul  cenfured  by  a  compoz^ 
of  proud  Corinthians,  that  when  they  had  nothing  «• 
gainft  him  almoft,  yet  they  cenfure  him  for  his  man- 
ner of  fpeaking  and  carriage !  2  Cor,  x.  10.  His  letters 
are  mighty,  but  his  prefence  bafe;  how  was  Joha, 
though  for  a  time  flocked  after!  and  Chrift  Tefus  hiia- 
4elf  was  thus  Evilly  reputed;  this  was  that  whidK 
brought  the  total  ruin  of  the  Jews,  mocking  at  the  met 
fengers  of  God,  2  Ghron*  uh  16.  When  Paul  had  per- 
fuaded  Sergius  Paulus,  and  Elymas  gainfaid,  feitfc 
Paul,  Afts  xiii.  10.  •*  O  full  of  fubtility,  and  child  rf 
♦*  the  devil,  enemy  tp  all  righteoufoefs  (why  to  alt' 
becaufe  all  grace  comes  to  be  wrought  herebytbe 
word)  **  thou  fhalt  be  blind.'* 

How  have  the  meflengers  and  minillers  in  this 
country  been  trampled  upon  by  fome,  who  thoo^ 
they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  reach  them  by  their 
power,  yet  by  vile  reproaches  fo  purfuingmoftofthe© 
that  one  would  Hand  and  wonder  at  the  WindoefsaBd. 
boldnefs,  not  of  moral  men,  but  chufch-tnembcrs  aai 
profdflTors,  and. at  the  wrath  of  God  upon  them,  that 
ever  they  ihouldte  left  to  be  feorqers  of  th«ra,  of  whea 


1 


TEN.  VIRGINS.  '  r?I 

thci  Qonfoiencies  of  the  vileft  cannot  but  fometinie  fay, 
•*  Verily  Qod  is  with  you!'*  Yea,  grace  itfeJf  hath 
been  prctendq4  to  be  the.weapon^  by  which  the  mini. 
Iters  of  the  gofpel  of  Ghrift  have  been  fought  ^gainfi; 
aa4  indeed  the  vileft  opinions  ufually  have  been  ftieU 
teVqd  under  grace;  that  hath  beeQ  the  king's  colours, 
whic;h  the  enemies  of  the  Vi^gdom  of  Chrift  have  lifted 
up  to  deceive ;  for  in  places  of  profeffion,  not  merit 
and  Works>  old  fliocs,  &:c.  but  grace  and  ChriU,  M^ 
xxiy,  24.  are  moft  fit  to  deceive. 

And  hence  if  minifters  have  perfuaded  men  to  be- 
lieve, and  receive  the  gofpel,  what  can  we  do  (fi^y 
W(iny?'i  God  mull  do  all;  if  evidences  and  figns  of  a 
good  eftate  be  called  for  out  of  the  word ;  it  is  a  M^ay 
of  works,  almoft  flat  popery  in  their  books:  If  mini- 
fters have  had  the  Spirit  burning  within  them,  feeing 
people  led  froin  the  truth,  and  fo  fpeak  againft  them 
that  deceive  them,  it  is  paffion  and  bitternefs:  if  they 
have  fought  to  keep  the  hearts  of  God's  people  cloie 
one  to  another,  the  ftrong  jn^n  then  keeps  the  palace : 
What  Ihould  I  name  all  ? 

^eff.  But  for  what  is,  it  that  they  are  thus  fcan- 
dallied  ? 

Anf.  I.  For  preaching  that  we  are  juftjfied  by  faith, 
and  that  faith  is  required  to  the  entertainment  of  Ghrift 
a«  a  cpndition  of  the  gofpel ;  here  is  ivot  bread  (fay 
men.) 

2.  For  preaching  that  fandlific^ttion  is  an  evidence 
of  juttification ;  and  though  it  be  granted  the  Lord 
never  juftified  ^ny  without  a  work  of  vocation  »t  leaA, 
and  this  is  not  againft  God's  grace  to  juftify  by  faith; 
yet  it  is  againft  grace,  and  it  is  a  way  of  works,  fay 
foipe,  to  fee  myfelf  ^uflified  by  faith-  tf  the  word  did 
reveal  a  fecun4  juft^fccatiojd  by  faith,  ^nd  a  firit  jufli- 
fication  without  fafth,  tl^en  our  firft  evidence  might  be 
within  fight  jof  faith,,  jbecaufe  th^^e  ijs  fome  word  which 
reveaU  our  being  jufti^ed  without*  it;  but  the  word 
rcy^als  ajj  ujijr  juftificatioii  t;o  \jfi  by  fjtith;  and  thus 
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for  preaching  the  g 'fpel  of  Chrift  have  the  fervaiit  cli 
the  Lprd  been  reproached.     And  though  they  kept  ir ' 
in,  yet  how  many  arc  there  v/lnfe  hearts  go  after  Ibcfe 
deteAable  things!  I 

3.  S  »me  refill  the  Spirit  by  delpifing inwardly,  and 
fo  catting  ff  the  w  rd  of  the  L?rd,  Htb.  ii.  2,3. 
•'  If  we  neglect  or  flight  fo  great  falvation;"  and  when  , 
jp^ras  the  gi>fpel  more  flighted  by  many  ?  every  ihing 
we  fay  is  dear  but  golpel;  which  fliould  make  us  moarn 
that  ever  it  fljould  be  faid  to  this  country,  yoa  cfefpifc 
the  Spirit  of  C'cl;  a  "^an  of  greatnefs  fuffcrs  by  oo. 
thing  fo  much  as  by  c  ^ntempt;  fo  it  is  with  the  Spirit 
of  grace;  and  it  is  a  th'ufand  to  one  but  that  thc« 
will  be  f /mething  to  make  thcni  defpife  at  laft  the 
]Lord  himfelf :  Bat  ^he  word  Cumcs  thus  to  be  dcfpifctli 
land  cad  cff. 

S  E  G  T.    IX.  I 

Firft,  PARTLY  by  the  falfe  report  of  others,  as  if' 
they    were  faftious  difturbers  of  peace,  men  under  a 
covenant  of  works.  &c.     It  is  the  Jefuits*   policy  ti] 
raife  yp  lies;  and   though  all  will  not  believe  thee,  j 
yet  fome  will  (llpk.  \ 

Secondly,  Partly  by  covetoufnefs;  the  glory  of  the  i 
things  of  this   world  is  greater  than  the  glory  of  tfee 
gofpel;  tell  them  of  living  by  faith  and  promifes,  tbey^ 
deride   you   in   their  hearts;  tell  them  of  a  kingdcrm,  ^ 
and  the  excellency  of  holinefs,  they  flight  them;  to  be 
fo   rich   and   honoured,    it  is  gloiious  indeed,    Luke 
xvi,  ^4.  ThePharifees  fgorncd  him  becaufc  they  were 
covetous. 

Thirdly,  S3metimes  becaufe  minifters  and  miniriry  j 
are  bills  of  charges  to  a  congregation,  and  are  twa  ! 
cofily  inhabitants  among  them. 

Fourthly,  Paj-tly  becaufe  of  ignorance  of  the  trutbi 
why  was  Paul's  miniflry  fooliftinefs?  it  was  a  royftc- 
ry  J  fo  many  come  and  und^r|land  not  tlic  truths  prcact-  ^ 
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,^;  thf^  be  two  high  points  for  them  to  conceive  of; 
let  truth  be  never  fo  precious^  they  eileem  it  not,  be- 
caufe  tbey  know  it  not. 

Fifthly,  Partly  becaufe  tbey  have  known  all  that 
our  miaillers  do  preach  before,  which  ia  now  like  flow- 
ers and  rofes  withering,  which  were  flourifliing  here- 
tofore; Capernaum  defpifeth  that  which  Sodom  would 
sot,  and  Tyre  and  Sidon  would  have  repented  at ;  and 
fay,  They  can  do  as  well  themfelves  as  this,  and  better. 

Sixthly,  Partly  becaufe  miniilers  are  fo  long  at  it; 
and  that  may  be  delivered  in  one  hour  which  is  flood 
upon  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  they  wonder  men  preach 
io  little,  and  yet  fo  long;  which  argues  contempt,  and 
that  every  truth  is  not  precious.  Men  cry  not  out  of 
men  when- they  are  telling  money  to  them  many  hours ; 
and  yet  this  is  more  precious;  Eutychus  grows  fleepy, 
thank  Paul  for  preaching  fo  long;  and  falls  down,  thank 
lohgfermons  for  that:  This  is  thefmful  language  of  fome. 

Seventhly,  Becaufe  they  cannot  profit  by  them; 
bcDce  when  they  fliould  mourn  for  themfelves  they  def- 
pife  the  truth  of  the  Lord,  Mic.  ii.  7.  **  Are  not  ray 
•*  words  good  to  him  that  walks  uprightly." 

Eighthly,  Becaufe  feme  have  weaker  gifts  than  r. 
thers:  And  thus  I  fay,,  the  miniflry  of  the  Lord  and 
his  Spirit  is  dcfpifed,  Mat.  xviii.  8.  ''  Take  heed  you 
*•  defpife  not  litile  ones,  for  angels  behold  ihcm:" 
0  what  is  it  then  to  defpife  the  Spirit  himfelf?  And 
thus  I  fay  the  Spirit  of  God  is  rcfifted;  go  home  there- 
fore and  mourn  and  confider,  i.  The  time  is  already, 
fet;  **  the  Spirit  will  not  always  ftrive;"  and  time 
niay  come  that  it  will  go  from  you,  and  never  return 
to  you  more.  2.  Fire  will  come  out  of  their  mouths. 
Rev.  xj.  5.  3.  The  miniflry  fliall  be  taken  from  you 
and  your  children,  A  Cls  xiii.  46.  4.  The  Spirit  itfelf 
fliall  torment  you,  Ifa.  Uiii.  10. 
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Of  ExBorfation*  O  ihereford  if  ever  yOa  would  li»o 
the  Spirit  difpcnfed  to  you,  watt  here  upon  ibe  mimfliT 
oftiic  golpel  forit;  neglea  not  private  helps,  bodop 
and  mieditations,  8cc.  but  know,  if  e«r  you^hinmU 
difpfcnfed,  here  it  is  chiefly  to  be  had;  buy  attbfsftop* 

Do  you  not  find  parched,  dried'  op  hearts  ?  the  Spi- 
rit of  God  is  gone  from  men ;  and  this-  verily  k  the 
u*»caufe  of  it?  what  confolatiorts,  what  peace,  what  ^o* 
ry  from  the  Spirit  of  all  comfort,  of  peace  and  g!ory 
n^ight  men  have,  but  for  this  ? 

Obj.  But  I  may  nf vcr  get  tliis  Spirit? 

Anf.  Yes,  ^  Hear  and  your  fouls  fhall  lisw?,**  Va. 
Jv.  3,  (for  to  reprobates  the  Lord  never  gives  an  car) 
what  a  comfort  is  this  ?  you  cannot  help  yoarfelv€s  to* 
look  to  Chriil ;  hear  him  then  when  he  is  ceme  to  tlkee» 
Rom.  xi.  7,  8.  he  hath  given  theni  cars  not  to- hear; 
and  ufnally  the  firil  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the  foul  is  to 
give  an  ear;  the  Lord  awakens  that  to  Itften,  that  ae« 
ver  regarded  any  thijig  before ;  and  then  fometlua^ 
ppters  firft  or  laiL 

SECT.     XL 

^left.  HOW  fliall  I  fo  hear  as  to  receive  the  ^irii? 

Anf.  I .  Get  a  deep  fenfc  of  your  wants  paniGular^ 
ly  wd  diftin^ly  before  yotr  come;  if  a  man  comes  to 
the  market,  and  knows  not  what  his  famiiy  wants,  be 
will  never  come  and  buy  of  them  that-  ftU;  a^poor 
man  if  he  domes  into  a  rich  ihop,  haih  a  mind  to  buy 
all  the  commodities  he  fees  ifi  he  had  money;  but  if 
it  may  be  had  without  money  he  wilt  .take  them  giarf- 
ly :  Matth.  xi.  "  The  poor  receive  the  gofpel  ;^*  lasa 
perfuaded  that  this  is  the  great  caufe  why  fcarce^ny 
puy  here;  thfey  know  not  their  need  of  every  truth; 
lience,  Ifa.  1.  5.  **  He  hath  given  me  th^  tongue  of 
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,  the  lewrtiei,  t?6»  preach  a  word  y&  feafo*  totbc  wearv^''* 
the  Lord  ^ill  do  it  in  fealon,  when  th«  heart  is  weary* 
of  its  0\tfi  deceii!  aifd  ignof  ance,  smd*  aM  carnal  con* 
tenl»,  and  bk&ag^y  and  iins,  ni>w  t&e  Lctt'd'  Jsfus  nvoft 
fpe^  at  ktt ;  fee  an  people  be  mere  w«ary  of  ocutwvrd 
itiifei»ics  than  of  inward,  *'  t?hey  will  net  yegarAMofes 
by  reafen  off  anguifc  of  fpirit  •/'  Ihis  k«ep&  off  many 
a  dvan ;  either  he  feeltf  only  oBtward  nvifevies ;  hik 
immJ  is  broke*  with  earres,  hew  fealV  I  Rye  ?  wicb  fof- 
fcs'  and  croffea,  family  is"  fick,  cattle  die,  fcr^ants  ar© 
liiitowafrd  and  mifaithful ;  fais^  drink  iq  turned  to  wa^er, 
and  the  EngUfti' flower  is  gone;  his  friends  refpeft  hint 
n<yc>  his  aeqoatntance  grow  ikange;  fhffe  things  lie" 
more  heavy  thaw  fin» 

2f,  Piray  before  yo«  eomc  ;  for  ae  if  is  in-  men  that 
trade,  their  fcrvants  are  ready  to  let  oar  rheir  com- 
JBodSties,  but  afe  the  inafler  firft  wherhev  he  will  fell 
them  or  no  to  jibu ;  fo  aft:  the  Lord  iirft.  Miniftcrs 
are  but  fervants  umfer  the  Lotd,  it  is*  not  as  they  willj 
but  atf  the  l-ord  wilt  difpenfc.  Mat.  %i.  35.  "  I  thank 
•*  thee  that  thoo  haft  Wd  rhefe  things  from  the  wife 
*'  and  prudent ;"  though  Chrift  hirafelf  preached : 
O  therefore  rook  up  to  the  Lord;  O'Lord,  let  not 
thy  gofpel  be  a  hidden  thing  firom  mine  eyes.  I  am 
pcrfuadisd  you  ftiould  fee  flrange  things',  atid  grow  up 
more  and  tt50re,  if  thus  you  did  s  When  Chrift  toM 
ttiem  that  the  Spirk  ihonld  come,  be  bids  them  wait 
fpr  ic:  **  And  they  continued  Inilant  in  payer,'* 
Afts  i.  4,  And  then  **  the  Spirit  of  God  eame  upon 
"  fhenr;*'  though  exfraordinarily,  yet»  here  ordinarily: 
Pfeltn  li.  5.  •*  Lord,  caufe  i»e  to  hear  the  voice  of 
**  joy  and  gladnefs,  that  the  bones  which  tb^  haft 
"  brokett  may  rejoice ;"  and  hence  the  Lord  eom- 
plains,  Ifaiah  1.  ^  *^  Why,  when  I  canie,  was  there^ 
*'  no  interccffor  ?"  As  if  he  fliould  fay,  He  wouki 
have^given  them  help  elfe ;  O  therefore,  before  ,you 
come,  and  when  you  come,  pray^  Lord  fpeak  j  pray 

all 
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all  the  week  long,  thkt  there  may  be  feme  SaUath- 
mercies  for  you.  | 

3.  Give  the  Lord  the  price  of  his  gofpel;  men  tbat 
come  to  buy  mull  give  the  price,  Zech.  xi.  12.     Aad 
God  will  not  let  you  have  any  thing  without  price; 
give  away  all  thou  hall  (when  thou  conieil  to  bear) 
to  the  Lord,  let  bini  pluck  to  take  any  thing  from  thee, 
only  let  him  not  take  away  himfelf,  and  his  Spirit; 
prize  the  lead  truth  above  all  the  world,   as  indeed  it 
is  better;  the  Lord  may  elfe  deny  thefe  pearls  to  you, 
Heb.  iv.  2.    "  The  word  did  not  profit,   becaufe  not  ' 
"  mixt  with  faith;'*  and  what  is  the  property  of  that? 
fee   I  Pet.  ii.  5,  6,.  "  To  him  that  believes,  the  Lord 
♦*  IS  precious,   the  Spirit  is  fent,  John  xiv.  17.   whom  ; 
**  the  world  cannbt  receive,  becaufe  they  know  him 
♦'  not."     O  he  is  not  fweet  nor  precious  to  them. 

Three  things  are  here  to  be  laid  out,  and  given  ta 
God,  at  the  hearing  of  the  word  :  ^ 

1.  Thy  thoughts :  Let  a  man  have  never  fo  much 
meat,  if  he  feed  not  upon  it,  never  will  he  have  fpirits 
thereby;  therefore  while  hearing-time  lafts,  be  taken  up 
with  thofe  things  you  hear;  be  in  ihemt  **  chat  your 
*'  profiting  may  appear  to  all :"  You  know  not  fo  muck, 
bu,t  that  there  is  more  yet  to  be  known. 

2.  Thy  heart:  Love  it;  Chrill's  love  was  fo  great, 
as  to  Ihed  his  blood,  that  he  might  purchafe  this  word 
of  his  gofpel  for  thee  ;  and  wilt  not  thou  let  thy  love 
out  of  thy  heart  to  it;  when  it  is  for  thee  i 

J,  Labour:  Labour  for  the  Spirit  here,  **  as  for 
"  the  meat  that  endures  for  ever,"  John  vi.  27. 
Chrifl;  will  give  it  you,  fpare  no  pains  and  labour 
upon  it,  to  enjoy,  and  be  eternally  advantaged  by  it. 

Thus  much  of  this  fecond  thing,  in  this  fecond  part 
of  the  parable,  now  the  third  follows,  viz.  The  coming 
of  Chrill  himfelf. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XVI.      SECT.    L 
-     Concerning  Chris T'a  Ccming. 

NOW  this  coming  of  Chrift  is  fct  forth  and  am- 
plified from  two  things. 

1.  From  the  time  of  his  coming;  while  the  foolilh 
went  to  buy,  he  came. 

2.  From  "his  different  enteriainment  of  the  virgins, 
and  carriage  towards  them  being  come. 

Firll,  The  wife  they  went  in  with  him  to  the  mar- 
riage 

Secondly,  The  foolifli  were  lliut  out,  &c. 

By  this  coming  of  the  Lord  is  (as  hath  be^n  oft  faid) 
meant  the  coming  of  Chrift  to  death  or  judgment ;  but 
cfpecially  and  principally  his  coming  to  judgment,  as 
may  appear  by  the  whole  feries  of  this  chapter  and 
the  next,  wherein  the  Lord  anfwers  to  the  fecond 
qucftion  of  the  difciples,  viz.  the  figns  and  time  of 
his  coming,  i.e.  his  fecond  coming,  which  is  called 
his  coming  to  judge  the  world,  Sec. 

Obf.  2,  That  there  is  and  Ihall  certainly  be  a  fecond 
coming  of  Chrill  to  judgment. 

This  truth  the  prophets  have  foretold,  Enoch, 
Jude  xiv.  Solomon,  Ecclef.  xii.  uit.  Rom.  xiv.  li. 
with  Ifa.  xliv.  23.  The  apoftles  have  preached  thus, 
as  2  Cor.  V.  lo.  and  that  it  was  ever  in  tl?i^ir  eye,  and 
^the  main  part  of  their  miniftry  when  they  preffed 
people  to  believe  in  Chrift  as  a  King ;  Where  is  he  ? 
He  Ihall  come,  they  tell  the  unbelieving  world;  angels 
alfo  have  publifljed  this.  Ads  i.  11.  and  devils  believe 
*  this,  who  are  in  their  chains  bound  over  to  that  day; 
and  all  tlie  faints  have  looked  for  this,  1  Thef.  i.  ulh 
and  hence  promifes  of"  mercy  at  that  time  are  made 
10  fuch,  Heb.  ix.  ult.  And  laftly,  the  confcicnccs  of 
many  wicked  people  have  confeffed  this;  Paul  preach- 
cth  of  judgment  to  come,  and  Felix  trembles;  and, 

Heb. 
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Heb.  vi.  5.  divers  felt  the  power  of  the  world  to  come, 
and  by  judgments  on  them  baYe  bcea  made  to  koov 
that  he  is  the  Lord. 

SECT-    11. 

^eft.  I.  BUT  when  Ihall  the  Lord  JefuacQWB? 

Anf.  la  general  when  all  the  elect  are  gathered  un- 
der the  wings  of  Chrift ;  hence,  Mat.  xxiv.  2^.  "  For 
/*  the  cleft's  fake  ihofe  days  (hall  be  fljortened,"  ie. 
tn  utter  ruin  of  aJl  had  then  come  but  for  themi  ^ 
hence  »n  partidolar  judgments  the  Lord  doth  thus » 
only  a  few  eleft  keep  the  whole  land  from  beiB| 
wafted,  Ifaiah  vi.  ult.  i  Gor.^v.  13,  24.  FirftQria 
is  quickened,  /.  e.  in  foul  and  body  raifed»  then  ihoi 
that  are  Chrift's  at  his  coming,  and  then  comes  tbt 
end ;  and  hence  the  tares  are  fpared,  left  in  pullillf 
up  them,  the  wheat  alfo  be  plucked  up. 

Now  as  for  fetting  down  the  particular  time,  ^ 
Lord  Jcfus  doth  it  not  in  this  chapter  ^  only  p^ 
fome  figns  of  it,  by  which  we  may  give  certain  crc(5£ 
that  it  is  not  far  off  (as  of  the  death  of  ,a  crazy  jM 
and  there  are  two  that  are  not  yet  accomplifhed. 

I.  The  dcftroying  of  Antichrift,  at  leaft  in  the  pnB" 
cipal  power  of  it,  and  throne  of  it. 

z.  The  calling  of  the  Jews,  Rom.  xi.  who  mi4 
have  a  great  day  of  it  again  ;  which  dry  bones  &^ 
live  ;  and#  leir  reftoring  a  kind  of  rcfurreftion  and  fe 
from^  the  dead :  Some  have  thought  two  thoufaB^ 
years  before  the  law,  and  under  the  law,  and  uodff 
Chrift;  and  then  when  thefe  fix  days  of  a  thoufandyctj^j 
a- piece  are  ended,  comes  the  great  Sabbath ;  this  is 
already  proved  to  be  falfe  in  the  fecond  two  tboufarf 
years.  In  the  primitive  times  and  churches,  ^ 
apoftles,  efpecially  James  and  Peter,  fpake  of  the  caf 
of  all  things  to  be  at  hand,  who  writing  to  the  fcaitcfe| 
Jews  had  good  reafon  to  tell  them  of  it,  viz.  the  ed 
pf  the  temple.     Though  Barcwius,   to  weakcff  tl* 

authoriJf 
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aiJthority  of  fcTipturc,  thinks  they  fpake«only  tfheir  own 
apprehenffi^ns  ;  divers  Chrittians  thought  then  it  was 
ftigh,  and  hence  Paul  intreats  them  to  beware  ofiihofe 
thoughts,  feeing -much  danger  in  them,  2  Thef.  ii.  i,  2, 
Atid  in  fucceeding  ^agfes,  TertulHan  ^exrpreffeth  the  af- 
fe£tion  of  the  Chriftians  to  the  Raman  llace,  thatth'ey 
fought  not  the  ruin  of  it,  but  prayed  pro  morafinis^ 
as  fearing  it  was  then  coming  upon  the  world  for  fin; 
and  fo  many  faints  feeing  wickednefs  abound,  have 
thought  that  time  is  not  far  off ;  but  y6t  five  times  and 
feafons  are  not  in  dur  hands  to  know,  A6ts  i.  7*  and 
that  inuil -quiet  u3,  that  come  he  will. 

S  E  C  T.    III. 

%v/>.  2.  WHERE  win  Jhe  come  to%>udge  ? 

iifi/;  .Inro  this  viflble  world  again  ;  for  if  it  fhould 
be  in 'heaven,  as  iio  unclean  thing  Iball.come  thci?e, 
fo  M»  fhould  then  rather  come  ito  'Chrift  to  'be  'judged, 
than  for  him  to  come  to  judgment*:  No,  'there  is  a 
fecond> coming;  that  as  ^his  iirft  was  into  this  vifibid 
world,  fo  fliall  his  fecond,  Aftsjiii.  a:i.  "Whom 
" 'the  >heavens  muft  contain  until  the  reftitution  :of 
"all  things;  and  then  ^ihall  he  break  out  of  heaven 
again  for  this  work;  <now  to  what  pariioular,phioc 
ia  the  world  he  fliall  coirie  to  judge  iis  difputedtm 
by  many,  efpecially  feme  of  the  fchoolraen :  'Some 
tliink  that  it  fliall  be  in  Mount- Calvary,  :wrhere  .he 
was  crucified ;  forae  in  Mount-Olivet,  where  he 
afcended ;  others  in  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat,  Joel 
iii.  2.  which  as  it  cannot  contain  all  people  that  ever 
were,  fo  the  place  only  fpe*k«  of  the  terror  »af>Ood 
againft  the  enemies  df  his  fcattered  Jews  atrthcir  con- 
verfion;  I'would  not  be  wife  above  whatis'writtetiv 
all  that  I  read  mod  plainly  of,  is,  i  Thef.  Iv.  T7,  3!«. 
*'That  then  we  fliall  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air  :"-— 
Now  how  high,  or  where  the  Lord's  throne  ihall  be 
fety  thofe  tbinga  are  not  for  us  to  enquire  after,  but 

fo 
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fo  the  Lord  will  order  it,  as  thac  all  nalioas,  ^^iH 
*'-the  dead,  fmall  and  great,-  Ihall  ftand  before  bio," 
and  fee  him  in  one  place ;  which  (hall  not  be  vc^ 
low;  where  men  haveitnned,  there  they  (hall  bejaa^^ 
ed;  and  hence  as  judges  have  their  circuits,  fomea 
having  finned  in  this  world,  (hall  be  judged  here. 

SECT.    IV. 

Quest.  3.   HOW  viill  be  come  to  judge  ? 

Anf.  **  Hs  (liall  come  in  power  and  great  glory," 
Mat.  xxiv.  30.  As  firft,  the  glory  of  the  Father, 
(Mat.  xvi.  27.)  the  brightnefs  of  his  Deity,  his  infinite 
wifdom  was  hid  in. the  dark  lanthorn  of  his  humanitr, 
but  then  he  fliall  appear,  as  it  is  faid,  Rom.  k  4.  niani- 
fefted  to  bs  the  Son  of  God  by  his  refurreftian,  fo  then 
much  more  when  he  comes  to  raife  the  world,  all  tbe 
world  (hall  fee  his  power,  wifdom,  greatnefs  tlieo. 
.  Secondly,  All  his  mighty  angels  with  him,  Matlh. 
xvi.  27*  all  (hall  be  there,  fo  that  heaven  (hall  be  lef: 
empty ;  "  A  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand  fliall  thea 
**  minifter  unto  him  ;'*  and  you  know  how  glorioullf 
the  Lord  made  the  angels  (hine  at  Ghrift's  refurreftion. 

Thirdly,  With  the  voice  of  the  arch-angcl  and  the 
trump  of  God,  and  with  a  fhout,  1  Thef.  iv.  16.  **  He 
**  (hall  defcend  with  a  (hout,''  1.  e.  of  joy  to  the  faiau, 
as  in  the  day  of  viftory  and  triumph  of  God,  as  at 
giving  the  law,  the  trumpet  did  blow,  to  work  drcid 
and  terror  then,  fo  now. 

Fourthly,  With  burning  and  confuming  of  the  wDrW, 
a  Pet.  iii.  7.  2  Thef.  i. 

Fifthly,  Raifing  and  calling  all  the  dead  before  hiffii 
fmall  and  great,  good  and  bid,  in  earth  and  fea,  and  ibtt 
in  a  moment,  it  (liall  not  be  a  long  work,  1  Cor.  xv.  5:* 
and  thus  the  Lord  (hall  api>ear  at  this  day,  that  as  he 
came  before  with  bafencfs,  fo  he  (hall  now  come  i« 
glory,  and  nothing  then  (liall  have  any  glory  but  hisr- 
felf,  and  thofc  t!iat  are  his,  bccaufe  he  will  damp  afi 
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the  glory  of  the  world  ;  and  thus  fitting  ia  the  clouds, 
in  a  throne  of  glory,  he  fhall  judge, «.  c.  examine,  con- 
vince, and  condemn  *,  examine  all  fecrets,  andconvift 
men  of  their  evils,  and  then  condemn  them,  and  pafs 
fentence  upon  the  wicked,  and  grace  to  his  faints ; 
the  faints  examinations,  and  all  their  duties  and  adings 
for  God  opened,  and  that  all  the  world  that  cenfured 
them  m^y  fee  then  the  infinite  wifdom  and  love  of  God 
in  his  people^  in  making  and  keeping  them  fincere. 

SECT.     V. 

Quest.  4.    WBT  nxfill  be  come  f 

Anf.  I.  If  it  was  only  for  his  people's  fake,  for  their 
pcrfefi  redemption,  and  rcfreftiing,  there  were  reafon 
enough  for  it ;  hcnc€  it  is  called  a  "  day  of  redemp- 
"  tion,  and  a  time  of  rcfrcfliing ;"  here  they  are  cap- 
tived  under  raifcries,  and  fadded  by  them  under  fin, 
Satan,  world ;  but  then  they  Ihall  be  redeemed  :  now  . 
that  it  Ihall  be  fo, 

Firft,  He  hath  come  already  to  redeem  his  people 
from  fin,  which  is  the  grcatell  evil,  and  which  redemp* 
tion  was  performed  by  his  blood ;  now,  if  he  bath  re- 
deemed from  the  greateft  evil,  v\2.  fin,  then  from  cor- 
ruption, then  from  death,  and  Satan,  &cc.  If  he  once 
came  by  blood  and  bafenefs,  then  he  will  come  in 
glory  and  greatnefs  ;  if  he  came  through  fire  to  them, 
then  he  will  come  through  fair  ways  to  them  ;  if  by 
death  to  them,  then  by  Jife  to  them  ;  and  hence,  John 
V.  24.  **  All  judgment,  is  committed  to  him,  becaufe 
**  he  is  the  Son  of  man."  And  though  it  be  long,  yet 
furely  he  will,  he  mull  come,  cfpecially  feeing  hirofelf 
hath  perfedlly  redeemed  his  people,  and  is  now  himfclf 
exalted  above  all :  A  man  that  hath  been  in  prifon  htm- 
felf,  with  his  poor  brethren  that  are  left  there  (lill, 
the  price  of  their  redemption  being  paid,  and  thei;e 
being  nothing  for  their  deliverance  wanting,  butone  to 
fetch  them,  if  none  help,  he  will  doic  alone:  fal\ere« 

Secondly,' 
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,  Secoodlfv  In  regard  of  the  jaftice  t>f  (jFod^  tiiatt  tfait 
may  be  .cisarfjd  before  tbe  eyes  of  alt  tbe  world.;  met 
fia  taoWj  .aad  .^e  act  pani&ed,  but  ^uriflii,  and  (be 
£atnt8  .«re  grienred :;  every  maa  fees  psiience,  boontf, 
lang-fufforaiice'exercilied ;  but  ihe  wraAh  nf iGod  :^ahift 
Ibe  leaft  fins  is  not 'yet  snadekoDwn;  there  moft'^«- 
fiv*e  fbe  A  .day  %o  declare  it,  and  tbe  eqoh^r  of  it« 
Thirdly.,  I)&  regard  of  the-  wifdom  ctfOod :  Jook, 

in  aU  CiOfiDniQiLweakhs  well  jgovsemed  in  tiie   v(u*U, 
and  we  fliall  not  find  any  but  they  have  court-days, 
and  their  petty- feffions  and  greatt  affizes,  as  in  ICrael  i 
for  to  what  extremity  of  wickednefs  would  places  come 
to  clfe?  So  here.;  ihall  the  wife  Governor  of  the  world 
viever  bavse,  a  day  <^  hearing  stid  (tr^og  caofes  ?    flath 
he  no  oare  i  ^Others  are  but  kn  his  roam,  undenr  him^ 
till  !that  time::    Ndthor  is  it  enough  to  fay,  ^hat  there 
18  ladgment  at  ideath •     Aa/.  That  is  only  Chrift'js  judg- 
ing the  foul  in  private,  either  to  iris  &aaie  or  gbry 
before  Cbmfi;  but  the  body  is  to  be  judged  as-vtAl  as^ 
foul,  to  fhame  before  mentor  glory  before  all  tbe  woHiL 
Fourthly,  4n  regard  of  Chrtti's  fovereignty  andcx- 
oeUenoy;  the  'Oorniag^of-Chrfift  is  called  bis  kiaagibn, 
a  Tian.  iv-  r.     Why,  doth  not  Chrill  rule  aioar  in  the 
world  ?  Yea*  but  itrts  in  the  miditof  bis  enemies;  iaa 
enemtes  rule;  and  be  rules  alfo.;  but  there  )nnift*aianie 
come,  thai  no  {enemies  ^mu^ rule,  but  Chrift  alone: 
and  this  is  his  kingdom  in  a -mod  illttftriousTDftmier; 
for  the  things  of  Ghriil  are  faid  to  be  with  us,  whec 
they  do  in  a  iyfescial  manner  appear ;  as  the  comi&g  of 
bis  Splriti  and  ;his  love,  fo  his  kingdom  ;  aow  CbriR 
muft  reiga  till  sM  his  enemies  are  put  under  foot ;  for 
it  is  iiLOt  fit  be  ihould  lofe  his  kingdom ;  bath  the  Lord 
fuflered  jothers  to  reign :8nd  rule,  and  himfclf  to  be  hid, 
and  his  gWry  loIUand  that  fo  long?  And'will  he  ticvtr 
xeturo  to  bis  kingdom  to  be  gbtious,  there  to  reap  aH 
his  glory  that  be  hath  iloift  by  all  his  enemies  In  tbe 
would  ?    Was  there  ever  king  that  would  ^cverexidare 
one  gtieratiiaa  of  rebels  afeer  another,  and  nerer  make 

*  himfcJf 


himfelf  fole  fovereign  ?  However  man  may  fuffcr  it,  yet 
the  Lord  will  not,  he  mull  reign.  And  wherefore  doth 
Chrilt  reign;  it  io  to  trample  enemies  under  foot,,  his 
and  his  people's  enemies;  Chrill  fets  death  his  enemy,' 
to  deltroy  his  enemis,  and  keep  them  as  in  a  jail ;  but 
afterward,  Chrift  will  call  them  forth,  and  pafs  9Xi 
irreverfible  doom  upon  them. 

S  E  C  T.    Vii 

Ufe  1*  oEE  therefore  and  believe  the  truth  of  thi^ 
point,  as  well  as  hear  it*  At  the  fiHt  coming  of  Chrift,^ 
Heb.  xi.  13.  they  did  thus,  ''  Saw  the  promifes  afar  off 
'*  and  embraced  them  :"  So  fee  it  afar  off.  There  be 
divers  people  that'profefs  this  truths  that  do  not  fully 
believe  it ;  for  if  they  did,  they  would  never  live  as 
they  do  :  That  look,  as  men  that  know  the  judge  ride^r 
circuit  within  half-a-year,  dare  not  commit  any  opiert 
fins;  lo  if  you  believed  this,  you  would  make  confci* 
ence  of  fecret  fins,  whi  h  this  Judge  fhall  judge. 

Others  there  be  that  do  believe  it  a^they  do  rcportsf 
that  every  man  faith,  but.  ihey  do  not  fee  that  really 
to  be  true  indeed,  whicti  their  henrtj  literally  believe  ? 
^nd  hence  men*s  hearts  are  not.  a  whit  moved  with 
grief,  or  ibrrow,  or  joy  ^  or  fear  ai  tlie  remembrance 
of  this  day.  For  as  it  is  w^th  tis  in/eports  of  newa 
out  of  Germany,  many  he»r  things,  but  are  not  affec- 
ted with  their  mifery,  becaufe  th^y  do  jiot  lee  it  afted 
before  their  e^es;  God  preients  not  their  forrows^  and 
hence  they  are  vo:  moved  ;  but  whe^  they  do  fee  them 
afled,  then  tiiey  are  moved  much;  fo'hcre.  Look  as 
it  is  with  a  man  awake  and  in  fleep  ;  a  man  awake 
believes  the  day  of  judg[menc.  and  never  llirs ;  but  when 
fefleep  he  drenms  ot  it,  and  is  mu«h  affefted  with  that, 
becaufe  he  fees  it  afted  before  his  eyes;  much  more 
wh(tn  men  have  not  dreams  but  real  vifions  or  fight  of 
It,  it  will  aflc6\  :  and  hence  fet  painted  fire  before  a 
inalefa£lor,  it  aiFc£ts  not,  but  Ihew  him  really  it  where-* 
.0  he  mud  be  burnt,  now  it  amazeth  hima  and  hence, 
Vqu  1L  N  a  Pit* 
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2  Pet.  ii.  ir,  12.  14.  "  Looking  for:"  And  hence 
Peter  faith, "  What  manner  of  perfons  ought  wc  to  be!" 
and  wliere-ever  there  is  faith,  thus  it  will  be»  Heb.  xi-i. 
"  It  makes  things  abfent  prefcnt,  and  things  unfecfl 
^^  evident.*' 

O  that  God  would  fhew  you  this  truth,  you  young 
men,  Eccl.  xi.  9.  you  would  not  fpend  time  vainly, 
but  know  Gjd.  You  aged  men,  whofe  hearts  are 
rooted  in  this  world,  O  know  that  God  will  come  and 
burn  up  your  delights  ;  will  you  never  fee  this  day  and 
fear  it,  before  you  fee  it  and  mourn  becaufc  of  iil^ 

O  take  heed  of  rafli  judging  and  condemning,  and 
fufpedtiag,  and  cenfuring  other  men  :  In  PauPs  time, 
Rom.  xiv.  10.  one  brother  in  a  church  there  judged 
another  about  indifferent  things  in  a  Chrift-like  man- 
ner, as  if  he  had  no  grace,  &cc.  "You  fliall  ftand  bc- 
*'  fore  Chrill's  judgment-feat,"  faith  Paul;  and  hence 
Paul,  I  Cor.  iv.  3,  4,  5.  accounts  little  of  man^s 
judgment,  and  bids  them  judge  nothing,  8cc.  What 
if  Chrid  fmd  taat  to  be  a  lie  which  thou  judgeS 
to  be  true. 

Many  of  God*s  fervants  lie  under  hard  thoughts  1 
and  fpeeches  in  private,  not  only  from  enemies  abroadj 
but  from  inhabitants  at  home;  men  out  of  the  chorch 
cenfuring  and  judging  mernbers  ;  men  in  the  church, 
one  of  another,  efpecially  if  they  take, to  a  fide:  the 
Lord  will  difcover  hard  fpeeches,  and  an  edition  oi 
all  your  hard  thoughts  put  out  in  print  at  the  laftday: 
this  breaks  love,  this  breaks  church-fellowfhip,  and  is 
the  caufe  of  breaches  in  this  country. 

Ufe  3.  O  take  heed  of  an  hypocritical  heart;  if  dw 
Lord  fhould  come,  to  judge  according  to  the  feeing  of| 
the  eyes  of  the  outward  man,  then  well  were  it  with 
many;  but  when  the  fecrets  of 'the  hearts  fhall 
judged,  it  will  be  terrible  ;  if  thtre  fiiould  never  be  1 
calling  over  of  things  again,  happy  were  it  for  many, 
but  it  is  otherwife.  2  Cor.  v.  10.  Paul  fought  only 
to  pleafe  the  Lord :    "  For  wc  muft  all  appear,**  8cc 
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Civil  men,  if  they  can  carry  it  fo  as  liieri  niay  not  fay 
hurt  of  them,  they  think  it  is  well;  hypocrites,  if  tlicy 
can  maintain  a  namo  of  religion,  fo  as  they  may  main- 
tain their  intercft  m  good  men's  heartsj   It  is  well ;  if 
they  get  Ibrae  enlargement  in  duties,  that  they  are 
commended  of  them,  well;  if  they   can  get  fo  much 
mercy  as   to  get.  the  Lord  to  accept  >t  Chrift's  rigii- 
leoufnefs  for  them,   it  is  well;    but  faith  Paul,    *^  W^ 
^*  labour  to  be   accepted  of  him."     I  am  perfuaded 
godly  men  do  not  think  of  this  ;  we  think  the  wicked 
Ihall  have   all   their  fecrets  laid   open,   but  the   faints 
come  not  into  condemnation  ;  it  is  true,  not  of  wrath j 
but  of  trial,  fo  as  that  their  righteoufnefs  Ihall  be  laid 
open  to  all,  to  their  glory  at  the  great  day,  i  Pef.  i.  6, 7. 
And  therefore  get  that  life  which  Chrift  himfelf  may 
commend  ;  that  as  Chrift  faid,  **  I  have  not  found  fuch 
**  faith  in  Ifrael  :'*    So  here,  when  thou  haft  fpoken  a 
good  word,  repeated  a  fermon,   fpent  a  Sabbath,  afk 
thy  heart,   is   this   worth  fliewing  to  all  the  world  ? 
that  though  it  be  vile,  yet  Chrift  himfelf  will  commend 
this  ?    O  you  will  find  only  afting  for  him  will  com- 
mand the  aft,  Mat.  xxv.  40,  there  is  that  needle-work^ 
and  golden  arras  of  holinefs,   which  is  lapt  up  in  th<5 
faints,  that  Chrift  will  open  before  all  the  world  ano- 
ther day. 

Ufe  4.  O  therefore  repent,  A£ls  xvii.31.  Paul  telld 
them,  times  paft  were  fpent  in  ignorance  »*ithout  God, 
time  to  come  was  a  time  of  judgment  and  wrath  of 
God  againft  all  fin;  O  then  repent:  mourn  for  afl 
wrongs  done  againft  Chrift:  you  will  wail  then,  if  you 
take  not  your  feafon  now ;  mourn  therefore  for  time 
pall,  and  for  time  to  come  agree  with  him  ;  now  he 
fits  on  a  throne  of  mercy  in  heaven  if  thou  wouldft 
not  be  put  to  ftiame ;  then,  O  be»  afhamcd  for  all 
fins  now ;  if  not  judged  then,  then  condemn  and  judge 
thyfelf  now;  the  Lord  looks. for  np  more;  O  welcoma 
him  as 'king  into  thy  heart  as  his  kingdom. 

Na  CHAP. 
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CHAP.   XVIL    SECT.   I. 

0/*  Christ's  coming  as  a  Bridegroom  to  his  Ovn» 

'  Obfervatibm.  HTHAT  the  Lord  Jefos  Cbrifl 
^  Ihall  come  as  a  bridegroom  to 
his  own  people,  at  his  fecond  coming,  that  as  it  is  ftiJ 
of  the  fun,  it  arifeth  as  a  bridegroom  out  of  his  cham* 
bef,  and  rejoiceth,  &c.  fo  will  the  Lord  arifc  upotk 
the  world  at  this  day,  PFalm  xix.  5. 
I  This  point  will  be  cleared  and  proved  by  opening 
the  feveral  degrees  wherein  he  will  manifeft  himfetf 
to  be  a  bridegroom  then  to  his  people ;  not  but  tbat 
'  Chrift  is  a  bridegroom  to  his  people  now,  but  thea  he 
fliall  be  fo  alfo  in  a  more  eminent  manner,  and  then 
the  perfect  accomplifhment  of  all. 

Firft  ttien,  There  Ihall  be  a  perfonal  meeting  be- 
tween his  fpoufe  and  himfelf,  as  it  is  in  marriage;  be- 
fore the  marriage  is  confummatcd,  there  are  the  friends 
of  the  bridegroom  and  fpokcfmen,  and  he  fends  letters 
and  tokens,  but  then  he  comes  himfelf;  fo  here  Chrift 
fends  his  fpokefmcn,  z  Cor.  xi.  2.  and  his  word  and 
fpiritual  refrefliings,  but  when  this  time  comes,  be 
appears  himfelf  in  perfon,  and  both  meet  in  perfon; 
I  Tlief.  iv-  16,  17.  here  we  meet  the  Lord  fpiritually 
in  his  ordinances,  but  then  vifibly  in  the  clouds;  while 
we  live  in  this  world,  it  is  a  time  of  parting,  2  Cor.  v.8. 
and  when  we  come  to  die,  in  refpeci  of  the  whole  mafli 
it  is  fo  alfo;  but  then  the  whole  man  Ihall  meet  him; 
thefe  eyes  fliall  fee  him,  and  thofe  arms  ihall  embrace 
him;  you  are  left  as  orphans  here  in  this  world  alone; 
it  will  not  alw^y  be  thus,  for  there  is  a  time  of 
meeting. 

Secondly, .  Then  all  deformities  Ihall  be  taken  away 
from  his  people,  and  he  Ihall  adorn  his  bride  in  perfieft 
beauty ;  for  this  is  one  part  of  Chrid's  conjugal  love 
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to  his  fpoufe  and  people,  Ephef.  v.  25.  different  from 
other  hufbands,  who  find  but  do  not  make  ihem  beau- 
tiful; for  if  the  Lord  ihould  meet  his  people,  and  they    , 
him  with  their  deformities,   they  would  do  it  unwil- 
lingly and  with  fiiarae  :    as  in  this  life  why  are  faints 
unwilling  yet  to  be  with  the  Lord  ?  viz.  bccaule  there 
be  fo  many  deformities  and  fpots  abiding  on  the  fpoufc; 
Ibmerimes  the  foul  would  not  have  Chrill,   and  iuch 
a  heart  too,  though  he  offers  himfelf  to  it ;  *-"  Lord, 
depart ;  1  am  a  finful  man,"  Luke  v.  8,     O  but  then 
all  deformities  ftxall  be  removed,  Phil.  iii.  «//.  *'  Who 
**  Ihall  change  our  vile  bodies  (not  dellroy  them)  and 
make  them    like   his  glorious   body  ;'*    which  ihines 
brighter  than  the  fun:    Mat.  xiii.  4^  **  Tnen  Ihall 
^*  the  rignteous  fhine  like  the  fun ;"  is  there  any  beauty 
like  that  of  Chrilt^s  !  "  Then  fliall  they  be  like  unto 
•'  him,'*   I  John  iii.  2.    it  is  a  dilhonour  for  a  mighty 
prince,  on  the  day  of  marriage,  to  let  his  queen  go  in 
rags;  they  ihall  be  Chrih's  then;   and  look  as  it  was 
with  Jofepb,  all  his  Ihame,  bafenels,  iniprifonment,  did 
but  make  way   for  his  glory ;    and   lence  he  was  de- 
livered out  of^ifon  by  the  king's  command;    now 
his  apparel,   afl  countenance,   and  name,   and  eftate, 
and  ail  is  changed;  fo  here,  all  your  ihame,  iniprifon- 
ment in  the  grave-chains  of  fin,   that   enter  imo  your 
foul,  doth  but  make  way  for  this  certain  glory;  as 
it  was  with  Jehofuah,    faian  liood  at  his  right  hand 
to  accufe  him  ;  he  only  flands  before  ihe  Lord,  at  laft 
the  Lord  faith,   '*  Take  off  thefe   filthy  garmerAs  ;'* 
is  not  this  a  brand  ?    So  fatan  and  confcience  accufe 
often   here,    but  then  it   fliall  be   that  all  thy  filthy 
garments  Ihall  be  taken  away. 

Thirdly,  Then  there  ihall  be  an  open  manifedatioit 
and  glorious  declaration  of  the  deareii  love  of  the  Lord 
Coward  them  ;  before  the  great  day  of  marriage  comes, 
there  is  love  expreffed,  concluded  between  the  panles, 
and  it  may  be  fome  few  know  of  it,  as  friends,  and 
fome  of  the  family;    but  the  open  declaration  is  at 
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the  day  of  marriage  ;  fo  Chrift  loves  his  people  now  j 
pntl  will  not  only  love  them  then,  but  openly  declare 
his  loVe  befofe  all  the  world;  "  Gome  ye  blcffcd;" 
He  (hall  declare  then  his  own  love,  Mat,  x.  2^•'^ 
Luke  xiL  8.  He  that  hath  niade  it  his  glory  to  confett 
Chrift  in  a  holy  life,  Chrift  willconfefs  him  l:)efor€  God, 
and  before  angels ;  and  fo  before  all  the  world  :  Men 
in  great  place  will  not  know  their  poor  friends,  efpeci- 
ally  in  open  places ;  but  the  Lord  Jefus  will,  and  he 
will  divuljre  the  Father's  Ipve  to  them  alfo,  Afts  iii.  19. 
*'  You  bleffed  of  the  Father.  -— John  xvii.  2z,  Z3,  34. 
*'  I  have  given  them  that  glory,  united  them,  and  made 
^*  them  flefh  of  my  flelh,  that  die  world  may  knotir 
^*  thou  haft  lov^d  them  as  thou  haft  loved  me."— 
Here  the  Lord  doth  love  his  people  dearly,  but  it  is 
not  fo  known ;  the  fun  ihines  on  good  and  bad  ;  the 
world  hates  and  perfecutes  them  as  hypocrites ;  civil 
men  think  them  like  thecnfelves;  worldlings  thiak 
them  as  little  loved  as  any,  their  eftates  thrive  not; 
hypocrites  bear  a  bafe  efteem  of  them ;  and  if  they 
love  them,  it  is  becaufe  they  love  them  ;  faints  them- 
felves  many  times  fufjyfefl  them,  or  if  not,  yet  they 
judge  as  well  of  others  as^theraj  nay,'^t  may  be,  tbey 
are  fo  disfigured  fometimes  by  thofe  fores  that  break 
put  of  them,  that  they  know  not  themfelves  ;  but  now 
the  Lord  will  openly  declare  bis  love  to  them,  and 
to  all  the  world  befidesj  thefe  are  the  men  that  I  have 
bom  on  my  breaft,  and  carried  on  my  flioulders ;  for 
whom  I  have  built  and  planted  churches,  and  defiroyed 
enemies,  and  trod  the  wine-prefs  alone,  and  preferred 
above  my  own  life,  and  blood  and  glory ;  whofc  hairs 
have  been  numbered  by  me,  whofe  walls  have  been 
continually  before  me.  No  greater  niifcry  to  a  holjr 
heart  than  this  :  Pfalra  xlii.  lo-  "  Where  is  now  thy 
God  ;'*  fo  when  confcience  faith,  and  men  fay  it  here; 
O  what  a  mercy  is  it  that  then  it  ihall  be  heard,  I  am 
jioyr  copie  to  comfort  ihec  ! 

Fcurtlilj, 
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Fourthly,  Then  they  fhall  be  brought  into  aftual 
poffeffion  and  fruition  of  all  the  glory  promifcd  unto 
thcra,  of  all  their  inheritance  and  portion :  Before 
marriage  there  be  promifes  of  fuch  an  eftate;  but 
when  the  day  is  come,  then  they  corae  to  aftual  and 
full  poffeffion  of  it,  and  become  equal  poffcffors  of 
the  ellate ;  fo  much  in  this  life  the  Lord  doth  promife 
to  poffcfs  his  people  of;  there  be  promifes  of  peace,  < 
redemption,  vidtory,  and  triumph  over  all  enemies, 
fellowihip  with  God,  and  all  the  faints  and  angels  to- 
gether, an  incorruptible  inheritance,  and  now  ijiey 
Siall  enter  into  poffeffion  of  all  thefe ;  nay,  all  that 
Chrift  hath,  fignified  by  that  word,  iingdomj  Mat.  xxv. 
**  Come  and  take  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  ;'* 
I  Cor.  XV.  54.  '*  Then  IhalU  be  brought  to  pafs  the 
"  faying  written,  O  death  where  is  thy  fling,*'  &c. 
Ifa.  XXV.  7,  6.  So  that  reckon  what  Chrift  hath,  you 
fliall  haveit  then.  Much  mercy  the  Lord  ihews  \o 
his  people  now,  but  Plalm  xxxi.  19-  '*  How  great  is 
"  that  which  is  laid  up!"  then  it  flaall  be  brought  forth; 
now  you  fhall  have  an  end  of  all  your  defires,  prayers, 
faith  to  feel  that  which  is  believed,  &c.  as  it  was  with 
Jolhua,  xxiii.  14.*  *'  Not  one  thing  whereof  God  hath 
failed."  Here  the  poor  hardly  get  bread  ;  here  many 
prayers  get  nothing,  &c.  but  there,  2  Thef.  ii.  9.  18. 
God  doth  then  what  he  can  for  them,  and  gives  what 
he  can  give  to  them,  then  all  treafures  are  broken 
open. 

Fifthly,  Then  there  fliall  ever  be  cohabitation  and 
living  with  him,  never  to  l>e  any  more  parted  from 
him,  or  he  from  them;  for  while  any  is  a  fuitor  to  one 
in  a  far  country,  he  comes  and  goes  away  again  ; 
but  when  marriage  comes,  then  he  carries  her  to  his 
own  houfe,  and  now  live  they  muft  together ;  fo  the 
Lord  in  this  life  is  fometimes  with  his  people  ;  fome- 
times  abfent  from  his  people,  but  then  they  muft  co- 
habit together,  and  fliall ;  i  Thef.  iv.  ult.  *'  And  then 
"  we  fliall  ever  be  with  the  Lord."   If  the  Lord  fliould 
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do  all  the  former,  and  not  this,  it  would  be  a  bitter  ccp! 
When  the  dilciple?  had  Chrili^s  prefefice  for  a  time, 
U  was  fwect ;  but  when  parting  Came,  that  was  bitter; 
but. here  is  no  more  parting  with  the  Lord;  to  be  in 
a  kin.{'s  dominion  where  peace  rules,  when  otiitr  places 
arc  fliUghter-houfes  ai.d  Golgothas,  it  is  good  ;  but  to 
be:  with  the  king,  and  ever  with  him,  and  to  ioilow  him 
where-ever  lie  goes,  and  to  be  familiar  wiih  hiro,  tiiis 
is  wonderful;  hulbands  depart  cither  becaufe  not  pleaf- 
.ed  at  home,  or  becaufe  of  bufinefs  abroad ;  all  fuch 
motion  arguing  imperfedion ;  but  now  tl>crc  fliall  be 
nothing  in  the  faints  to  difpleafe  ;  and  ChrilVs  bufinefs 
ihall  then  be  done,  he  IhoU  have  no  more  to  do,  but 
only  to  give  up  the  kingdo  n  to  God  the  Father ;  that 
is  the  laft  work  of  ChriiV  in  this  world  :  To  fee  the 
Lord  in  his  bt;auty  of  grace  and  love,  will  be  wonder- 
ful ;  but  for  dull  and  worms  to  be  with  him  for  ever; 
the  poor  things  of  the  world  to  be  with  him  when  thou- 
fands  are  caft  by  !  we  fay  that  is  the  beauty  of  a  thing 
which  no  pifture  can  exprefs ;  now  to  fee  that  beauty 
in  Chrft  is  marvellous ;  but  to  be  in  the  bofom  of  one 
fo  amiable,  how  great  is  this  ? 

Sixthly,  Then  lliall  the  Lord  rejoice  over  his  peo- 
ple, and  th^y  in  him  ;  marriage-day  is  tiie  great  day 
of  joy,  they  long  for  it  before ;  and  when  it  comes, 
the  longer  it  hath  been  deferred,  the  more  fears  of 
parting,  the'  more  are  they  affefted  with  joy  then ;  fo 
here,  the  fotil  hath  defired  the  Lord  in  grace  firft,  and 
then  in  glory.  Rev.  xxii.  Chriil  hath  been  defiriog  after 
them  in  glory,  John  xvii.  24,  now,  their  defircs  being 
fulfilled,  all  his  fcaltered  loft  eletl  gathered,  now  fce 
rejoiceth  with  exceeding  joy ;  and  the  longer  loft,  and 
meeting  deferred,  the  greater  joy  now  ;  hence,. Zeph* 
iii.  II.  *' lie  (hall  rejoice  over  thee  with  joy,"  &c. 
Look  as  the  Lord,  when  they  were  but  converted  10 
him,  poor,  and  miferable,  and  fmful,  and  fomeof  them 
but  very  babes,  Luke  x.  21,  yet  he  rejoiced  in  fpirit, 
l^ncl  Ulh  adniiring  of  tlie  Father;  fo  here,  much  more 
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when  they  fhall  become  glorious  and  perfefit,  and  al- 
together at  this  day.  If  the  Lord,  Ifa,  xl.  i,  2.  would 
have  his  prophets  fpeak  to  the  heart  of  Jerufalem, 
when  it  had  but  feventy  years  captivity,  much  more 
will  the  Lord  himfelf  then  do  it  at  that  day  ;  and  look 
as  it  was  with  iheni,  Rev.  xix.  i,— 6.  hallelujah  for 
the  deflruftion  of  Antichrii^  and  that  Chrift  reigneih; 
O  let  us  rejoice  ;  fo  (hall  ^11  faints  meet  him  with  joy, 
being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  all  their  enemies, 
they  flaall  cry  hallelujah  with  joy  to  fee  them  deltroyed, 
and  the  Lord  reigning;  and  then  (hall  they  up  to  heaven 
in  a  (hout  of  joy  with  hallelujah,  &c. 


SEC  T.    IL 

Vfe-  I.  HENCE  fee  how  ill  the  fin  of  worldlinefs 
or  any  finful  lull  fuits  with  a  gracious  godly  man : 
Shall  the  Lord  come  as  a  bridegroom  to  you,  and  will 
you  run  a-whoring  from  hini  in  this  day  !  A  man  can 
bear  it,  when  others  that  he  never  fet  his  heart  upon, 
depart  from  him  ;  but  thefe  to  do  it,  it  is  a  fin  againfi 
his  kindnefs,  againft  his  peffon  moll  immediately,  and 
againll  his  name  and  honour.  As  a  virtuous  woman 
is  a  crown  to  her  hufband,  fo  here.  Govetoufnefs  ia 
a  vile  fin  in  any,  but  efpecially  in  thefe ;  and  hence, 
Jer.  ill.  4,  5.  "  Wilt  thou  not  from  this  time  cry,  My 
•'  Father  ?'*  When  Baruch  fought  great  things^  *'  Wilt 
thou  fe^k  great  things?"  when  God  came  to  dellroy  all: 
fo  will  you  feek  great  things  here,  when  the  Lord  is 
deftroying  ^11,  .when  your  hufoand  will  be  all  in  all  ? 
When  a' woman  knows -that  a  great  prince  loves  her, 
flie  fcorns  all  other  fuitors,  &c.  So  fhould  you  be 
content^  though  poor,  though  finful,  &.c.  Col.  iii.  ^,  5, 
as  long  as  Chrift  loves  thee. 

Ufe  2-  Hence  fee  what  a  great  fin  it  is  not  to  receive 
evidence  of  mercy  and  comfort  from  any  promife  of 
Qbnffy  wherein  he  reveals  his  love  to  his  fpoufe  :  If 
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Chrift  fliaU  come  as  a  bridegroom  to  you,  by  what 
promife  Ibevcr,  therefore,  he  fhall  raanifeft  his  love 
to^you,  receive  ic.  Some  would  not  have  ChriftiaDft 
to  receive  evidence  of  Chrift's  love  by  any  conditional 
promife ;  but  remember  this,  that  if  Chrift  doth  m 
ipeak  them,  if  they  be  not  the  Bridegroom's  voice, 
or  if  not  true,  then  do  nc^  receive  them,  or  any  evi- 
dence from  them,  nay,  if  he  doth  not  by  his  own  Spirit 
clear  them,  and  apply  them  ;  but  if  they  be  the  voice 
of  the  Bridegroom,  if  you  be  friends,  or  ftievv  yourfelves 
friends,  rejoice  at  it,  John  iii.  29.  As  for  that  immedi- 
ate revelation  of  bis  love,  exped  it  ^t  his  meeting, 
when  you  fliall  fee  him  face  to  face,  in  the  mean-whilc 
if  he  by  his  letter  reveals  his  love,  O  make  much 
of  it,  becaufe  it  is  your  bridegroom's  ;  if  the  day 
of  judgment  be  come,  and  refurreftioa  pail,  and 
Chrift  feen  immediately,  then  look  not  for  your  evi- 
dence from  fuch  fcriptures ;  but  if  otherwife,  then  own 
his  love  here,  if  he  fpeaksJ  It  is  true,  it  would  be 
a  fweet  thing,  if  that  day  would  come  ;  yet,  as  Chrift 
faid  to  Thomas,  fo  fay  I  to  you,  "  Bleffed  are  they 
**  which  have  not  feftn,  and  yet  believed:"  and  there- 
fore whenever  the  Lord  doth  this,  firft  or  laft,  hear 
his  voice,  and  believe  his  word.  Do  not  fay  you  fee 
nothing  in  yourfelves  :  fuppofe  a  woman  Ihould  make 
a  match  by  love  and  confent,  though  hardly,  Ihe  dal 
loath  him,  but  he  was  fo  mighty  as  to  prevail  for  her 
good-will,  and  now  Ihe  is  comforted,  and  another 
ihould  come  and  fay  to  her.  How  do  you  know  this? 
Why  thus  he  fought  me,  thus  I  concluded  with  hiin, 
and  fo  fixt :  It  is  no  match  :  Why  ?  You  mutt  fee 
no  confent,  no  love,  no  embracings,  &c.  Would  n<^ 
fuch  a  one  be  counted  a  deceiver  ?  2  Tim.  iv.  8. 

Ufe  3.  Of  terror  :  What  will  become  of  you  tija* 
refufe  the  Lord's  kindnefs  now,  that  regard  not  lij« 
Bridegroom's  voice,  that  refufe  to  beftow  your  hearts 
upon,  the  Lord !  He  fhall  never  be  a  Bridegroom  ta 
you  at  this  day,  when  others  meet  him  in  the  clouds- 

Now 


•      TEN  VIRGINS.  20^ 

Now  you  fee  faints  abfent  from  the  Lord,  poor  and 
mean,  and  queftions  the  Lord's  love  to  them  :  but 
then  all  (hall  be  fcen,  and  all  this  you  Ihall  lofe^ 
John  iii.  32.  **  No  man  receiveth  his  teflimony,"  &c, 
You  that  never  raourne^  as  widows  without  him, 
never  felt  need  of  his  love,  what  will  become  of  you 
at  this  day ! 

Ufe  4.  Of  confolation  to  all  thofe  that  be  efpoufed 
and  contrafted  to  the  Lord,  who  have  chofe  him, 
who  have  givca  themfelves  to  him,  who  look  now 
DO  further,  but  content  themfelves  in  him,,  or  have  a 
frame  of  heart  fo  to  do,  though  fears  keep  him  front 
poffeffion  of  him  ;  O  Chrill  (hall  come  as  thy  hulband 
at  that  day;  Many  Chriftians  fear  this  day,  and  hence 
do  not  fenfibly  love,  nor  long  tor  this  day,  being  under 
the  whip  continually  of  fears,  and  qucflioning  their 
eftatc ;  but  why  do  you  fear,  when  the  Lord  Ihall  come 
as  a  bridegroom  ?  Ifa.  liv.  4,  5.  Why  doft  thou  fear, 
iimfelf  the  Judge  fo  holy,  when  be  is  thy  hufband  ? 
You  Ihould  rather  long  for  this  day,  and  rejoice  in  it, 
bccaufe  now  comes  your  full  redemption  from  all  fms, 
•U  forrows ;  tlie  coming  of  a  hulband  is  fweet. 

Firft,  Though  the  people  of  God  have  weakneffe? 
and  wants,  the  Lord  hath  none. 

Secondly,  Though  they  muft  part  for  a  little  while, 
the  Lord  is  ever  with  thee. 

.  Thirdly,  Though  they  cannot  help  out  of  all  evil, 
yet  the  Lord  Jcfus  will :  O  they  fhould  rejoice,  that 
when  he  comes  as  a  Judge,,  and  all  the  wicked  Ihall 
melt  like  wax  before  his  prefence,  and  burn  up  before 
bira,.  O  yet  a  kulband  to  ihee  ! 

SECT. 
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SECT.      III. 

Objea.    IF  I  knew  this  ! 

Anf.  Yes,  you  know  it ;  but  here  be  fomc  things 
that  are  falle  objcftions  againtl  it :  as, 

ObjeSi.  1.  Becaufc  the  Lord  fs  fuch  a  ftranger^ 
and  the  Lord  abfents  hirafelf  fo  much. 

Snf.  Is  that  a  good  argument  for  a  woman  ?  Ifaiah 
liv.  6,  7,  8.  It  is  not  the  time  of  being  ever  with 
the  Lord  in  his  time  of  wooing;  John  xvi.  20. 
•*  I  will  depart,  and  you  (hall  mourn ;  the  world 
•*  will  not,  aT)d  your  heart  fhall  rejoice." 

ObjeSl.  2.  Becaufe  my  heart'  goes  fo  foon,  fo  oft 
a- whoring  from  him. 

'  Anf.  It  may  be  that  you  are  forely  tempted,  and 
thy  heart  may  begin  to  be  taken,  &c.  but,  yci,  if 
you  cannot  yield  to  ly  in  your  falls,  this  is  ao( 
an  evidence  of  a  breach  of  the  match  \  Pfalm  l&xiii. 
the  pfalmill  was  alraoft  gone,  yet  the  Lord  recovers 
him  ;  and,  faith  he,  '*  The  Lord  is  with  me."— 
Therefore  as  it  was  with  Chrift)  it  was  not  poffiblc 
that  the  bonds  of  death  ftiould  hold  him  ;  fo  here 
fliall  it  be  wiih  the  poor  doubting  believer. 

ObjeH.  3.  Becaufe  my  heart  cannot  love  him. 

Anf.  Why  do  you  then  figh  under  captivity  afld 
bondage  of  your  love  ?  you  cannot  love  him,  olhtf 
things  do  keep  you  under :  O  bat  can  fhe  fay  fe 
loves  not  her  hufbabd,  that  doihfigh  in  bondage  to 
be  with  him  !  Confider  how  it  is  at  ChrilVs  abfentiog 
himfelf  from  thee  (as  thou  thinkell  at  any  time;  fcf 
then  love  is  feen,  efpecially  ai  the  time  of  parting. 

Obje5t.  4.  Becaufe  he  is  fo  unkind  to  me,  he  hc»rs 
not  all  my  prayers. 

Anf  This  is  a  great  objedioa;  if  Chrift  would  gi''* 
them  all  their  portion  together  which  he  promifc^ 
them. freely  in  his  lime,  then  they  think  he  is  kin4 
pot  clfe. 

Firll, 
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Firfl,  Though  he  doth  not  hear  aU  prayers  at  once, 
yet  he  hath  given  thee  tfiat  which  is  better  than  all 
prayer,  (viz.)  hirafelf,  and  a  pledge  of  all  the  reft, 
and  this  is  better  than  ten  fone. 

Secondly,  It  would  do  you  hurt ;  O  therefore  re* 
joice  in  this  day,  whatever  thy  condition  be  now: 
give  fome  women  their  will,  and  you  give  them  your 
lives,  and  lofs  of  all ;  fo  here  :  and  therefore  faith 
Chrift,  **  I  will  be  Lord  in  my  houfe.** 

S  E  C  T.     IV. 

Ufe  5.  Of  Exhortation.  TO  thofe  that  are  oat 
of  Chrift,  or  do  ncft  know  that  they  be  in  Chrift,  to 
labour  to  get  your  fouls  efpoufed,  and  matched  to  the 
Lord  Jefus  ;  it  is  a  laudable  cuftom  grounded  on  fcrip- 
ture,  that  before  marriage  there  «s  the  time  of  efpouf- 
als  or  contraft ;  and  fuch  may  knov^  though  there  be 
abfence  for  a  time,  yet  that  when  he  faith  he  will  re- 
turn to  marriage,  he  will  come  as  a  huft)and,  though 
others  in  the  family  cannot  look  for  any  fuch  thing ; 
fo  here  the  great  work  of  the  miniftry  is  to  efpoufe 
people  to  Chrift :  now  thalt  th,ey  may  be  prefented 
chafte  virgins  unto  ihe  Lord  Jefus,  2  Cor.  xi.  2.  you 
may  look  then  that  he  "  fliall  come  as  a  bridegroom, 
to  comfort  you  ;''  others  cannot  look  for  any  fuch  pre- 
(ence  of  Chrift,  to  them  that  are  not  efpoufed  to  him 
now  : — Now  Chrift  is  gone  up  to  his  kingdom,  but  let 
bafe  duft  and  vile  man  hearken,  the  time  is  cqming, 
that  he  IhaU  come  in  glory,  to  the  amazement  of  the 
world  ;  before  whom  all  the  wicked  ftiall  melt,  but 
the  faints  fhall  live  in  glory,  caught  up  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven;  infinitely  rejoicing  in  them,  and  they  in 
Chrift*.  "Would  you  have  hira  come  thus  to  you,  or 
B.S  a  revenging  judge  and  confuming  fire,  for  your 
contempt :  If  fo,  then  get  your  fouls  efpoufed  to 
tiini  Dow« 

SECT. 
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SECT.    V. 

ObjeSl.  ALAS!  what  can  I  do?  the  Lord  muft 
do  it. 

Anf.  True ;  but  he  doth  it  by  means,  the  miniftrf 
of  the  gofpel ;.  elfc  what  need  there  be  any  fcripturc 
writ,  or  gofpel  preached  ?  Ufe  you  the  mc^ns,  aad 
wait  on  the  Lord  thereby,  for  the  cflfe6ling  of  this. 

^Me/>.  What  fliould  I  do  ? 

Anf.  Look  as  it  is  in  marriage  here,  or  efpoufak 
here;  there  be  but  two  things  that  make  up  the  matcb. 

1.  Earned  fuit  on  the  one  fide.     And, 

2.  Confent  on  the  other;  and  therefore  if  any  thiQ{ 
hinder,  it  ever  lies  either  on  the  one  fide,  the  man  b 
unwilling,  he  dq^re^  it  not ;  or,  on  the  other  ikie, 
if  he  be  defirous,  Ihe  is  unwilling;  but  both  thefc  failh 
the  bufinefs  ;  if  therefore  you  would  be  ever  cfpouW 
to  the  Lord  Jefus,  look  to  thefe  two  things. 

Firft,  See  evidently  that  earneft  fuit  the  Lord  niakcJ 
unto  thee  for  ihy  confent,  for  thy  good-will ;  and  this 
will  appear  by  his  own  fpeeches,  and  this  is  a  fuSci- 
ent  tcftimony  :  By  what  fpeeches  ?  By  his  voice  ifl 
the  fcriptures;  for  is  this  the  Bridegroom's  voice  or  oof 
If  not,  away  with  it ;  if  it  be,  and  that  th^y  dobreatbc 
the  Holy  Ghofl,  then  know  it,  it  is  as  if  he  fpakc  to 
heaven  to  thee  now. 

ObjeSt.  But  he  doth  not  fpeak  to  me  there  by  cace 
particularly  ;  he  fpcaks  to  others,  not  to  me» 

Af^f^  I.  The  Lord,  when  he  calls  any  to  hiaudf, 
he  doth  not  in  his  ordinary  call  fpeak  to  them  bf 
name,  and  yet  they  have  fo  received  the  Lord  in  ib« 
word,  as  if  he  had  called  them  by  name ;  for  looL 
as  when  the  law  faith,  all  that  fin  ftiall  die,  the  Lord 
fpeaks  to  all  by  name ;  and  if  confcience  be  awake  it 
win  apply  it,  this  fentence  is  againft  me;  fo  whcaik 
Lord  faith, ''  All  that  will  receive  the  Lord,  fhall  ]i« 

•'  before 
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•*  before  the  Lord ;''  and  therefore  receive  him,  if 
confcience  be  awake,  it  will  apply  :  as  in  the  three 
thoufand  that  wore  converted,  *'  What  fliall  we  do?'^ 
They  were  not^^c^Ued  by  name  ;  but  when  they  heard 
that  they  that  repfented  Ihould  live,  becaufe  the  pro- 
raife  was  to  all,  they  gladly  received  the  word :  fo 
here  it  fhould  be  fo  ;  and  therefore  we  fee,  when  the 
Spirit  makes  particular  application  to  a  man,  he  fo 
fets  on  a  trutli*,  as  if  the  Lord  fpake  to  the  foul  parti- 
cularly ;  and  therefore  if  you  do  not,  it  is  becaufe 
you  are  left  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  power  of 
the  word  ;  for  it  is  your  duty  fo  to  do. 

%.  Though  your  names  are  not  fet  down  in  the 
words  of  the  promife,  yet  your  names  are  wrapt  up 
in  the  meaning  and  fenfe  of  the  promife  ;  and  this  is 
as  good  as  that ;  for  though  the  Lord  doth  not  defire 
every  man  to  keep  the  Sabbath  by  name,  yet  he  means 
every  man,  and  there  your  names  are  ;  fo,  when  the 
Lord  Jefus  makes  fuit  to  a  wretched  heart  to  receive 
him,  he  meaneth  every  man,  as  if  he  had  named 
thcRv ;  that  which  is  fet  down  in'  fcripture,  and  writ- 
ten to  others,  God  means  not  them  alone,  but  all 
others  in  like  cafe ;  as  Jer.  Hi.  12.  what  the  Lord 
fpake  to  Ifrael  to  return,  he  meant  efpecially  Judah  ; 
fo  Ifaiah  ii;  x, — 5.  there  is  a  prophefy  of  the  Gentiles 
to  flow  to  the  mount  of  the  Lord  :  What  means  the 
Lord  by  that  ?  The  Lord  meant  hereby  to  ftir  up 
the  Jews ;  and  therefore  he  faith,  "  O  come,  houfc 
"  of  Ifrael,"  Sec.  And  hence,  Rom.  xv.  4.  '•  What  is 
"  written,  it  is  for  our  learnings,  that  >Ye  might  have 
"  hope  ;'*  /.  €.  God  meaneth  us  therein  alfo  :  So  that 
when  you  fee  the  Lord  calling  the  wretched  Jews 
in  his  word,  the  Lord  calls  thee  ;  and  when  the  Lord, 
in  his  miniftry,  comes  to  them,  he  comes  f o  you ; 
and  to  have  thy  name  in  the  fenfe  of  the  Scripture, 
is  moft  for  the  glory  of  the  Spirit,  and  fuiting  beft 
with  the  work  of  faith,  and  moll  fure,  and  moft  fweet 
to  you ;    but  efpecially)  I  fay,  when  the  meiTengers 

of 
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of  God  come  to  you,  they  make  things  panicabrl/ 
clear,  which  were  but  generally  fee  down  :  0  coo* 
iider,  therefore,  the  Lord  is  earned  in  his  fuit  to  have 
thee  receive  him.  :  * 

SECT.    VI. 

1.  IT  breaks  the  heart  of  the  Lord  Jefus  to  fcfl 
thee  depart  away,  and  go  a-whoring  from  him ;  utcn 
a  man  is  fo  fet  in  his  defires  that  when  he  iscrofl<^of 
his  hopes  in  marriage,  it  makes  him  fick,  andpicc 
away  with  grief;  becaufe  he  is  very  earneft  for  the 
match  ;  fo  it  is  here,  Ezek.  vi.  9.  And  therefore  »c 
ihall  fee,  Mark  viii.  11.  the  Pharifees,  who  had  fccniU 
his  works,  yet  an  adulterous  generation  fought  after 
a  fign;  it  is  faid  Ghrill  fighed  deeply  in  Spirit  for  this; 
nothing  grieves  the  Lord  fo  much  as  this  ;  to  defpife 
any  part  of  his  will,  or  pooreR  member  of  his,  gricra 
him;  but  to  defpife  himfelf,  this  much  more;  aswc 
fhall  not  find  any  joy  in  Scripture  like  this,  when  tbc 
Lord  hath  overcome  the  unkind  heart  of  a  rebellious 
finner  ;  and  hence  heaven  and  earth,  and  defarts  ire 
commanded  to  rejoice  at  this:  devife  to  grieve  him, 
and  you  cannot  do  it  fo  much  as  by  refufing  him. 

2.  The  Lord  is  fo  defirous  of  it,  that  he  will  f«& 
by  all  thy  former  lewdnefs,  if  now  thou  wilt  receive 
him,  Jsr.  iii.  1.  4*  nien  will  not  do  fo,  yet  the  Lord 
will ;  what,  when  fo  many  vanities'  are  loved  more 
than  the  Lorjd,  can  the  jealoufy  of  Chrift  receive  mc? 
Yes,  that  he  can. 

3.  When  tUe  Lord  hath  caft  off  a  poor  creature  ftf 
refufing  him,  yet  then  bis  heart  yearns,  and  his  Toal 
longs  for  it,  many  times,  agam,  Ifaiah  liv.  5,  6.  **Tac 
Lord  hath  called  chee  as  a  wife  of  youth,. wlicn  refdfed," 
/.  e.  when  God  did  appear  to  them,  to  refufe  them; 
O  wonderful !  tliat  when  the  foul  hath  refufcd  the  Lon^ 
and  the  Lord  it,  and  all  creatures  refufe  to  love  1^ 
yet  thefe  the  Lord  calls  again;   and  hence  tbeLo^ 

coo* 
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fcdme^  npoh  his  jjeople,  Ifaiah^  J.  that  doinplamed^ 
•«  God  had  utterly  rejeEtcd  them,'*  and  all  the  fault 
Is  in  himi  ilO,  their  fins  had  done  it  J  bat  then  he  blames 
theih,  that  when  he  came,  rto  man  anfwered,  8lc* 

4.  All  the  anger  of  Chrift,  erpecially  his  greateft 
anger,  is  eicpreffed  again II  a  foul  fof  Vl^aiSt  of  his  being 
\villing  to  receive  him  J  when  you  fay^  how  doth  the 
Lord  regard  or  defire  me,  when  he  fights  againll  mc? 

Firft,  Is  there  an  evil  not  inflifled,  but  devifed 
^gainft  thee  ?  (as  many  a  one  fears  what  is  not  yet 
made  known)  this  is  "  to  make  you  return^'*  Jer* 
xviii.  II. 

Secondly,  Are  there  any  forfdWs  iipdn  thy  cotifci- 
ence,  upon  thy  outward  man^  "  that  God  takes  all 
"  comfort  from  thee  ?"  Jer.  iii,  8* 

Thirdly,  Are  there  any  gone  ddwii  to  helU  ^hd 
did  once  flouriih  here,  that  you  have  even  feen  th« 
flames  and  tears  before  you  df  cfyihg  ghofts  ?  If  fo, 
then  know  it,  *'  It  is  that  thou  mightcft  draw  near  to 
**  the  Lord,"  Pfalm  Ixxiii.  16^  t'j* 

5.  The  Lord  profefferh,  that  he  M/ill  give  the  choi-» 
cell  of  all  blefllngd  to  them  that  receive  him ;  and  thid 
argues  flrong  defire,  Pfalra  xviii*  11^  12, 13.  **  Honey 
*'  out  of  the  rock.*'     ' 

1.  Thou  Ihalc  have  hhllfelf  takitig  infinite  delight 
in  thee,  becaufe  he  will  make  thee  beautiful  with  hid 
own,  beauty,  and  clothe  thee  with  It,  Pfalm  xlv*  12* 

2.  All  creatures  fiiall  be  fervants  to  thee*  through- 
out the  world,  Hof.  ii.  23*  As  when  one  is  married, 
all  the  fcrvanrs  in  the  fariiily  are  to  ferve  her  oi*  himi 
fb  here  it  is  in  regard  of  the  faithful :  O  that  you 
could  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  his  car- 
ftell  fuit  to  you  herein*     This  yoti  fefc  is  clean 

There  now  wants  nothing  but  for  yoa  to  give  your 
confent. unto  him,  and  therefore  this  is  that  which 
the  Lord  lays  to  the  charge  of  men*  Vi2.  their  break- 
ing off  the  match;  and  fb,  Rev.  xxii.  17.  '*  Whoever 
"  will,  let  him  come  and  take,"  kg*     Prov.  i.  29,  30. 

Vox.,  IL  O  **  They 
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**  Tbey  did  not  chufe  the  Lord,  nor  would  none  of 
**  the  Lord's  counfcl ;"  and  this  made  the  Lord  caft 
them  off;  fo  that  now  there  is  nothing  hut  thy  will : 
Shall  the  Lord  defire  it,  and  wilt  not  thou  be  glad  of  it? 
There  is  no  beauty  in  thee,  why  he  Ihould  do  this  to 
thee  :  there  i^  in  him  beauty  and  e^Ccellency  ;  O  Ihall 
not  this  love  win  thee  ?  Shall  it  be  another  day  I 
Wherefore  is  alj  this  evil  come  upon  fucha  one?  Had 
he  not  means  i  Had  he  not  offers?  But  this  fliall  come 
againft  thee,  **  You  would  not,"  O  you  woiild  not! 

SECT.    VIL 

ONLY  take  thefe  four  cautions  concerning  your 
confent. 

Take  heed  that  your  conrent  arife  not  only  from  fear 
of  mifery,  for  this  is  forced  confent,  and  is  ever  naught, 
and  it  appears  fo  when  the  mifery  is  paft;  many  do 
thus  in  fears  of  death,  or  times  of  calamity  ;  O  thea 
the  Lore),  Hof.  viii.  i,  2,  3.  Pfalm  Ixxviii.  34,  35, 

Secondly,  Take  heed  it  be  not  a  conceit  of  your 
own  making  in  days  of  peace ;  for  that  which  you 
make  from  yourfelves,  you  will  break  alfo ;  but  that 
it  arife  from  the  fenfe  of  thine  awn  infufBcieacy  to 
give  confent,  and  the  Lord's  almighty  power  and  in- 
finite grace  to  work  it,  and  then  no  powers  of  any 
creature  can  untie  that  knot.  j 

Many  hearing  of  this,  Will  you  have  Chrift  ?     O 
yes,  with  all  my  heart ;  and  force  a  confent  by  their i 
own  labour ;  this  is  naught ;    and  hence,  Ezek.  svL 
60,  6t.     The  Lord  will  receive  that  harlot,  but 
by  her  covenant,  /.  e.  which  flie  undertook  in  her  01 
name  ;  no,  tlie  L.ord  rauft  work  it,  Jer,  iii,  19.  **  Hoa) 
<*  ihall  I  do  this  for  thee,  &c.     Hof.  ii.  19.  I  will  be 
**  trothe  her :"    For  no  creature  can  incline  the  hean 
to  another  but  the  Lord ;  there  is  a  natural  antipathy 
between  Chrift  and  the  foul ;  and  hence  we  fee  it  in 
many  a  ChriAian,  i^flc  him,  why  cannot  you  love  the 

^  I-ord, 
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Lord,  tidi*  cleave  to  him?  O  becaufe  1  kno^  not  why; 
1  cannot,  I  have  no  heart ;  the  truth  is,  you  have 
hearcs  that  do  loith  him  ;  unlefs  the  Lor^  fl^ve/^come 
you,  you  can  never  fubniit  indeed  unto  iht  hbrdi 

ThiitdLy,  Look  that  your  conf«tnt  be  not  made  ac- 
cording to  your  own  terms  and  conditions 5  for  look 
fat$  it  is  with  a  woman,  if  ihe  fliall  fay  fbe  ia  content 
to  love  fuch  a  man  ;  but  if  ftie  keeps  an  open  inn  to 
entertaio  all  ftrangers,    and  love  all   comers,    or  if 
there  is  one  flie  is  in  league  with  ;  there  can.  be  no 
tHS^rriage  ;  fo  therefore  the  coudi lions  are  fo  t  Receive 
the  Lord,  and  give  your  confent  to  love  him  only, 
Prov.  viii.  17.  *'  I  love  them  that  lovenie  ;^'  otherwife 
4.he  match  will  never  be  made*  Ifaiah  1. 1.  if  you  keep 
your  wretched,  unruly,  ftubborn  wills  flill,  never  hadtl 
.thou,   or  flialt  thou   have  the  Lord :    Let  thy^fm  be 
vSever  fo  litjlle;,  fo  clofe,  as  (it  may  be)  flotb,  it  is  death 
to  pray ;  it  may  be  it  is  pride ;  or  whatever  elfe  it  be, 
you  muft  have  your  hearts  firft  divorced  from  tl>em, 
or  thou  canft  not  have  Chri/K 

Fourthly,  Take  heed  then  that  fenfe  of  want  of 
dowry,  beauty,  portion  in  or  from  yourfelve^,  doth 
not  hinder  you  from"  coofent ;  for  the  Lord  requires 
no  fuch  thing  of  you ;  hence,  Matth.  xxii.  4.  All 
things  are  ready  in  Chrift  to  receive  from  him,  Eph* 
V.  2  J.  It  is  not  for  you  to  bring  to  him  ;  only  come : 
and  the  Lord  doth  bring  his  people  to  fenfe  of  vilenefs, 
tliat  they  may  do  thus,  know  that  it  is  his  grace  that 
Riak«  the  Lord  clofe  there. 

SECT.   vm. 

InTOW  -will  ydu  refufe,  and  not  let  the  Lord  have 
rour  hearts  thJs  day  ? 

Firft,  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  Lord  that  fl>ouia 
:eep  thee  from  confenting  ?  What  good  is  there  elfe 
lUt  in  him  ?  What  want  of  perfeftion  there!  his  love 
i  better  than  life  ;  if  there  be  any  thing  in  the  world 

•  O  2  that 
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that  can  be  better  to  ihee,  or  do  greater  things  fbr 
thee,  make  thy  niatch  ;  but  who  can  pay  thy  detHs? 
Who  can  fetch  thee  out  of  prifon?  Who  can  put  beauty 
on  thee !  Who  ever  did  thee  good  but  the  Lord  i 
Therefore,  there  is  none  like  him  ;  he  will  clothe  thee, 
poffefs  thee,  &c. 

Secondly,  Is  tbere  any  thing  in  thyfelf  that  keeps 
thee  from  confenting ;  haft  thou  no  need  of  him,  or 
confenting  to  him?  You  may»  it  is  true,  have  other 
creatures  to  adorn  you  ;  as  they,  Ezek.  xvi*  37,  38. 
**  But  the  Lord  will  gather  your  lovers  together,  and 
«  give  you  blood  and  fury  in  his  jealoufy :"  I  mean, 
when  the  Lord  fliali  come  at  this  day,  to  embrace, 
comfort,  glorify  others  ;  thou  flialt  not  have  a  fmilc 
from  him ;  O  men  now  defpife  the  Lord,  and  his  grace 
snd  patience ;  tell  them  of  a  match  with  the  Son  of 
God,  they  regard  it  not,  no  more  than  a  tale  that  is 
told:  Well,  the  Lord  will  bring  you  into  horrors, 
therein  you  Qiall  prize  and  be  glad  of  this,  before 
you  die,  even  one  glimpfe  of  his  love. 

Post  tenebras  lucent  fpero.  ■ 

After  my  ficknefs,  December  12,  1639, 


€HAP.     XVIir.      SECT.     L 

SieiHts  that  Christ  w/7/  not  tarry  mjben  once  bis  time  it 
come^  and  the  folly  offucb  nobofc  vfork  is  then  to  doj 
and  that  the  hlefjednefs  of  faints  confifts  in  immediatt 
communion  ifitb  Christ. 

TliT.  coming  of  Chrift,  we  have  heard,  is  fet  forth 
firft  from  the  time  of  it,  viz.  juft  then  when 
the  foolilh  went  to  buy  :  Could  not  the  Lord  fo  pa- 
tient and  long-fuffering,  tarry  a  little  while  longer  for 
them  ;  efpecially  feeing  they  went  not  about  any  finfiil 
lvork|  but  were  u£ng  the  means  to  get  that  grace  now, 

which 
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which  their  veffcls  were  empty  of  before?  No,  but  the 
Lord  deals  with  all  men,  elpccially  that  live  uadcr 
the  m^ans,  as  he  did  with  thefe  foolifli  virgins. 

Obferv.  That  as  God  is  long-fuffering  toviards'raeo, 
while  through  ignorance  of  tneir  fpiritual  wants  and 
fccurity  of  heart  they  have  no  heart  to  ufe  the  means 
for  fupply.  So  if  once  his  time  of  forbearance  be  flcpt 
out,  he  will  not  tarry  one  moment  longer ;  even  when 
men  are  moft  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  means  for  fpiritual 
fupplies ;  when  Chrill  hath  a  heart  to  help,  many  peo- 
ple have  none  cither  to  fee  their  wants,  or  fcek  for 
help  ;  when  men  have  hearts  thus  to  do,  then  Chritt 
hath  none,  becaufe  his  time  of  tarrying  is  out ;  when 
men  are  worft  and  mqlt  fecure,  Chrift^s  door  is  open 
to  them  many  times ;  when  men  are  beft  and  indeed 
awakened,  ChriR's  heart  and  door  is  fliut  againtt  them, 
as  it  was  here  ;  for  what  are  the  .beft  endeavours  of 
foolilh  virgins  ?  What  excellency  is  there  in  them, 
that  the  Lord  of  glory  (hould  ftay  their  leifure,  after 
long  negleft  of  himfclf,  and  lofs  of  precious  time. 

SECT.    II. 

Ufe.  *  BE  fare  you  fleep  not  out  the  day-time  of 
grace  ;  efpecially  you, 

f .  That  know  you  want  oil  in  your  veffels,  and 
grace  in  your  hearts,  and  mercy  to  your  foula,  and 
think  i  would  not  die  yet  for  a  world. 

2.  You  that  being  afleep  with  thefe  foolilh  virgins, 
dream  you  are  rich  and  want  nothing,,  and  would  be 
half  offended  with  them  that  Ihould  tell  you  to  your 
face,  or  but  think  in  their  hearts  that  you  have  no 
grace,  when  indeed  you  are  poor,  and  empty,  and 
naked  i — Take  heed  that  you  give  not  that  anfwer  to 
time,  that  tarries  for  you,  and  unto  Chrift,  that  waits 
upon  yon,  as  Felix  to  Paul,  when  his  heart  trembled 
to  hear  of  judgment  to  come  ;  **  I  will  fpeak  with,  you 
**  at  a  more  convenient  feafon;'^  the  Lord  hath  not 

O  3  teft 
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left  churches  without  the  examples  of  the  terror  of 
Chrift's  patience  in  kind,  who  upon  their  Beds  of  if- 
trefs  have  lamented  before  men,  O  my  time  is  out, 
call  time  again,  call  time  again  ;  and  who  have  be- 
fought  it  of  God  with  tears,  as  he  did  the  bleffing,  and 
cried  out,  What,  Lord  1  wilt  not  thou  give  me  one 
h\our,  one  day  more !  and  fo,  like  men  finking,  have 
catched  hold  on  any  thing  to  lave  them,  while  others 
have  Hood  upon  the  jDiore  lamenting  of  them,  the  Lord 
be  merciful  to  them;  this  may  be  your  cafe,  that 
neither  your  te^rs  por  blood  can  purchafc  a  moment's 
time, 

Look  to  it,  that  your  vefT^l  be  not  found  empty  at 
the  coming  of  the  Lord;  it  is  a  dying  lime  in  this 
country,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away  fome,  aod 
thofe  that  were  ready  are  gone  in  to  ihc  marriage. 
Confider  of  it»  that  faith,  that  grace  which  you  think 
you  have  now,  may  prove  \>\it  chaff  and  Hubble  when 
it  comes  to  be  tried  in  the  fire  of  the  Lord's  coming; 
the  beft  man  will  find  all  little  enough  ;  then  be  furc 
you  mifs  not  of  it  now:  Do  not  think,  I  will  jpray  snd 
ftek  then,  and  I  hope  to  find,  though  thou  art  fecurc, 
now  ;  think  of  this  point,  when  did  Chriit  come  a«i 
Ihut  the  door,  but  when  the  virgins  went  out  to  buy  J..j 
But  woe,  woe  to  thy  dead  heart ;  fome  here  prcfest 
ihall  feek  Ghrift,  and  not  find  him,  but  ihall  die  in  uheir 
fms ;  till  arrows  are  in  your  hearts,  you  will  not  cry, 

SECT.    JIL 

Oif.  2.  THAT   after  long  profefllon  of  godliticfe, 
it  is  a  piece  of  fooliflmefsjo  have  any  thing  then  toda^^ 
but  Xy^  die,   and  fo  give   welcome  to  the  Lord  Jefuss  ^ 
Thefe  virgins  when  they  werp  to  die,  were  then  to  buy;  i 
when  they  were  to  receive  Chrift,  were  then  to  feek 
for  oil  in  their  veffels,  that  fo  they  might  be  ready  to 
receive  Chrift  ;  but  of  this  hereafter. 

Ufe  u    Q  thfir  fad  condition  that  liQve  all  to  feei 
yetj  ^  "  VJ: 
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Vfe  1.  Be  ndt  €ver  fecking,  never  finding ;  but  fo 
fecking,  as  that  when  you  die,  you  may  fay,  '*  Coniey 
"Lord,  X  airf ready  !'' 

S  E  C  T.     IV. 

idly,  THIS  coming  of  Ghrift  is  fet  forth  from  the 
different  entertainment  of  the  virgins,  and  Chrill^9  dijf- 
fcrent  carriage  towards  them. 

I.  For  his  entcrtaniment  to  the  wife  virgins;  thac% 
is  fet  down  to  be  an  entering  or  admittance  into  mar*, 
riage,  fellowlhip,  communion  and  joy  with  the  Lord 
Jefusi  which  is  amplified, 

Fidl,  From  'the  antecedent  (not  caufe)  of  it,  and 
that  is  their. readinefs.. 

Secondly,  The  confcquent  of  this  their  communion, 
the  door  was  ihut. 

That  the  lall  end,  and  full  bleffednefs  of  all  the 
eled  efpoufed  here  to  Ciirid,  it  confiils  in  immediate 
communion  with  Jcfus  Chrift  alone. 

What  becomes  of  thefe  wife  virgins  ?  They  enter 
into  near  communion  and  fellowlhip  with  the  bride- 
groom Jefus  Chrift.  What  becomes  of  the  fouls  of 
all  the  eleft  when  they  are  feparated  from  the  body, 
and  from  tliis  world?  "  The  fpirir  returns  to  God  that 
"  gave  it;"  fo  the  foul  returns  to  Ghrill  that  bought  it. 
When  this  world  fiiall  be  burnt  up,  what  will  become 
of  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  the  elect,  when  there  fliall 
be  no  more  fun  to  fliine,  nor  kingdom  to  rule,  nor 
creatures  to  comfort  \  They  Ihall  afcend  from  the  clouds 
up  into  the  marriage-chamber  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
be  for  ever  with  the.  Lord,  and  the  Lord  alone  ;  and 
this  is  their  bleffednefs,  &c.  Bleffednefs,  yea,  the  lall 
and  only  bleffednefs-,  even  of  heaven  itlelf. 

John  xvii;  23.  There  are  variety  of  creatures  here, 
and  in  every  one  there  is  dropt  fome  fweet ;  but  the 
Lord^s  end  is  to  make  his  people  perfeA  in  one  :  IIow 
wthat?  God  in  Ghrill  communicating  all  hisgoodnefs 

O4  to 
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to  his  Son,  and  fo  living  in  hJm,  then  Cbrift  cooaoairi. 
cates  ail  his  own  and  Father's  Iov«  and  goodne&omo 
them,  and  fo  lives  in  them,  and  now  they  are  iaiiltB, 
and  fo  •*  made  perfeft  in  one  ;'*  as  thofe  that  arcthirHjr 
for  a  time,  are  refreihed  with  Tome  drops,  or  viters 
running  in  their  channels,  at  lall  they  cometolhe 
well-head,  where  they  partake  of  all  together. 

I  Thef.  V.  lo.  '*  This  is  the  end  of  Chrift's  dcaik, 
"  that  we  might  live  together  with  hjm,"  not  live  oaly 
from  him,  but  **  live  with  him,'*  and  **  togcihcnifilil 
♦*  him  ;"  in  beginnings  here,  hereafter  fully. 

S  E  C  T-    V, 

Seaf.  I.  BECAUSE  God  the  Father  hath  laid  b|! 
^1  his  glory  moil  abundantly  in  Chrift.  Col  ii.  y 
**  Treafures  of  wifdom  ;  it  ihines  in  the  face  of  Cbriiu 
**  2  Cor.  iv.  5,  6.  and  all  our  glory  alfo.  Luke  ii-}!- 
**  Glory  of  his  people  Ifrael.  Pfalm  xxix.  19*  Inte 
*'  temple  he  uttereth  all  his  glory.**  In  the  world  there 
it  Iparkles  in  every  creature,  and  the  heavens  deciart 
it ;  but  there  is  but  fome,  and  that  common  to  tf 
tongues  and  languages  ;  but  in  this  temple,  the  Lost 
Jefus  efpecially,  there  all  the  Father's  glory  is  uitcredi 
and  himfelf  doth  utter  it,  Treafures  are  fqcb  tbioik 
where  there  are 

1.  Precious  things. 

2.  Abundance  of  them* 

3.  Hidden,  not  open  to  alU 

4.  They  are  fure  and  fafe  there,  for  their  owi»t» 
to  take  and  enrich  thcmfelves  withal ;  fo  it  is  inCbriff 
there  is  firll:,  precious  things  ;  all  God's  prccioufcA 
and  all  our  precious  things ;  our  life,  6\ir  peace,  Cfox'pu 
out  ftrength,  &c.  and  lecondly,  abundance  of  tbr®i 
thirdly,  hid  from  the  world,  and  unknown  in  j»J^  ^ 
the  faints;  fourthly,  but  fure  there  for  their owcf^ 
and  Chrift  is  the  treafure  of  all  thefe  treafures,  viis*, 
Hr9  ^s  iafinite  a?  Go4  himfelf  is ;  now  if  all  our  gtot* 
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Atid  the  glory  of  God  be  in  Chrift,  then  as  privation  ^f, 
and  feparaiion  from  this  glory  is  the  laft  and  only  <* 
SQifery  ;  fo  tonjun^ion  to,  and  coiMnunion  with,  and 
fruition  of  this  K^^^X^  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  1^'^  ^^d  {^reat  bap- 
pinefs  of  the  ele^.  I  would  convince  any  carnal  heart 
by  this  argument :  Did  thou  ever  fiod  any  comfort 
from  any  creature  ?  That  comfort  is  not  from  it,  but 
from  the  Lord  by  it ;  for  creatures  arc  but  as  cold 
water,  all  their  warmth  is  from  the  fire ;  now  there  is 
but  a  little  of  the  fweetnefs  of  God,  becaufe  creatures 
can  hold  but  little,  it  is  fo  narrow  a  vcffcl ;  but  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  all  the  goodnefs  of  God  is  gathered  toge- 
ther there,  which  is  fcattcrcd  in  fevcral  creatures  here; 
nay^  not  finite,  but  infinite  goodnefs  and  glory ;  th^re* 
fcre  this  is  our  bleifednefs. 

Xeaf.  2.  In  regard  of  God  the  Father's  exceeding 
great  love,  and  the  purpofc  of  God  to  roanifeft  it  to 
the  fons  of  men  ;  this  is  the  nature  of  love,  when  one 
is  in  a  blefied  condition  himfelf,  he  will  labour  to  bring 
thofe  it  loves  to  that  condition ;  now  the  blcffedn^fs  of 
God  lies  in  fellowfhip  with  his  Son,  Prov.  viii.  30. 
Now  God  the  Father  loves  them  dearly,  •  and  would 
have  all  the  world  to  know  that  he  doth  fo,.and  hence 
brings  them  at  latl  into  the  fame  fcUowlhip  with  him- 
felf in  his  Son,  John  xvii.  23,  ''  That  the  world  may 
**  know  thou  hall  loi'cd  me  ;"  the  Father,  out  of  his 
infinite  love,  communicates  himfelf  to  Chrift,  and  his 
fellovvlhip  is  with  the  Father;  all  know  this  is  a  dear 
love  ;  in  the  meanwhile  love  to  his  faints  is  unknown; 
they  and  the  wicked  fhare  all  alike  ;  and  the  faints 
^ave  the  lead  portion  and  worft  part  many  times,  fo 
that  men  cannot  fee  by  any  outward  thing  any  more 
love  to  them,  than  unto  others  ;  the  time  will  come 
that  they  fliall  be  made  perfeft  in  one,  as  near  the  Lord 
^s  can  be,  that  the  world  may  know  this  love.  Sec. 

When  Abfalom  had  ilain  his  brother,  and  fled  from 
his  father,  it  is  faid,  2  Sam.  xiii.  39.  ^<  That  the  foul 
f^  of  David  longed,  or  was  confumed,  to  go  forth  to 

him;" 
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**  blm;**  David  mi^ht  have  faidvl  villnev^r  look  after 
4iim  more;    lb  might  the  Lord  have  fald  to  us ;  orif  ; 
he  4oved,  he  might  never  have  manifelled  it  (as  David)  ' 
but  the  Lord  muftihew  his  love>.  &o. 

Ri^sf.  3*.  Becaufe  this  is  the  end  of  all  the  prayers 
a^nd  endeavours,  and  all  the  workings  of  the  faints  ia  ; 
this  world  :  Sappofe  all  glory  beJn  Chriil ;  let  atbisg 
be  never  fo  good,  but  if  a  man  hath  nodefires  after  it,  • 
hath  no  mind  to  it,  it  would  not  be  bleflednefs  to  him;  I 
but  this  is  the  end  of  all  the  prayers,  duties  of  the  faints,  j 
if  at  laft  "  they  may  be  with  the  Lord,*'  Phil,  iii.  8,9.  • 
John  iv.  14.  "  He  fliall  never  thirft:'*  their  defiresare  i 
taken  off  from  other  things  ;  but  only  their  hearts  art  | 
to  this.  If  there  be  any  pillow  the  Lord  lets  diem  j 
fleep  upon  in  this  world,  they  ihall  find  it  hard  at  laft,. ! 
and  arife  with  a  king's  head  and  heart,  and  fay,  O  here  1 
is  not  my  reft ;  the  bell  entertainment  this  world  cat  ^ 
give,  hath  ever  fomewhat  mixt  with  it^  that  makes  dK  \ 
people  of  God  fay,  **  O  that  I  might  be  with  the 
«  Lord  !'* 

SECT.    VL 

^iffi*  SHALL  not  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  partly  \ 
lie  in  fellow(hip  with  the  faints  I  j 

Anf.  1.  True,  but  this  is'but  a  confequent  to  the  j 
former ;  as  Reparation  from  God  is  the  fubftancc  of 
mifcry  in  hell,  but  other  things  follow  upon  it,  vi2-  i 
communion  with  reprobates  and  devils;    fo  here  •« 
have  firft  communion  with  Chrift,  here  is  the  fob* 
ilance  of  our  bleifednefs ;  then  this  is  accidental,  vei 
follows  upon  that,  viz.  the  communion  with  the  (kists,  I 
which  is  exceeding  fwect* 

a.  That  good  we  Ihall  have  in  communion  widi  ! 
faints,  is  not  from  themfelves,  but  Chritt  in  theta ;  j 
as  2  Thef.  i.  10^  "  Chrift  fliall  be  admired  in  all  his  ^ 
^*  faints;;'?  h  Chrift  fliall  then  in  his  faints  andaff-  : 
gels;  it  is  the  light  of  the  fun  thatfliiues  in  the  il»s^ 

and 
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ihI  they  -fhall  do  rioihing  but  fet  out  tlic  praifcs  of 
Ihrift-. 

^fft.  But  what  bleffcdnefs  is  there  in  this,  feeing 

is  in  one  thing  only  ?  When  a  man  is  fick  or  poor, 
ra  grace  refrcfli  him^can  he  live  by  that  ?  (thus  many 
anial  hearts  think.)' 

An/:  I.  The  Lord  fllall  theit  take  away  all  fleflily 
jpciites  or  dcfireis ;  for  then  oar  bodies  fhall  be  fpi- 
taal  bodies  ;  in  this  life  fometimes  God  takes  away 
le  ftoniach,  when  he  takes  away  food.  Chrift  forgot 
is  wearinefs,  becaufe  he  had  other  oread  to  eat. 

2.  It  is  therefore  blcffednefs,  becaufe  it  is  in  one; 
lere  is, 

Firft,  Trouble  ip  feeking  and  fe'tching  our  comfort 
at  of  many  things. 

2.  Unfatisfiednefs,  becaufe  one  thing  can  give  no 
tore  than  it  hath  ;  now  all  things  in  this  thing  are 
lere  together ;  the  fweet  of  all  creatures,  all  ordi- 
inces,  nay,  variety  of  unknown  mercies,  (Frov. 
iii.  21.)  flialt  center  here  in  Chrift  Jcfus. 

SECT.     VII. 

Vfe  I.  OF  marvellous  confolation  to  the  faints 
*God  :  Now  yon  have  many  wants,  manyforrows, 
any  temptations,  many  fins,  many  cares  and  fears 
'livelihood  ;  but  the  time  will  Ihortly  come  when 
)a  fhall  bs  with  the  Lord  alone  in  communion  with 
m,  and  fo  out  of  the  crowd  and  prcfs  of  troubfes, 
)d  temptations,  and  fins,  and  evils  in  this  world  1 
lat  as  he  himfelf  is  above  all  thefe,  fo  fliall  you, 
>hn  xiv.  I,  2,  3.  Their  hearts  were  grieved  for 
le  lofs  of  Chrift ;  **  I  will  come  to  you,  and  takd 
you  to  myfelf,  that  where  I  am,  there  you  may  be 
alfo ;"  fometimes  outward  loffes  and  fears  troiibfe 
fed;  fometimes  abfence  of  Chrift  from  thee  troubles 
tee;  hear  what  the  Lord  faith,  *'  Let  not  your 
hearts  be  troubled  ;'*  for  the  Lord  will  take  you  to 
mfelf  again.    John  xvi.  22.  Chrift  tells  them,  •*  I  wiK 

k9 
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*'  fee  yoa  again,  and  your  hearts  ftiall  rejoice;*'  wbtl 
if  he  had  faid,  I  will  come  down  from  heaven  to  yon 
again  ?  I  tell  you  the  Lord  will  do  fo  to  you,  batthK 
he  is  in  a  better  place,  preparing  it  for  you,  and  doing 
better  things  for  you  ;  but  he  fees  you  for  the  prcSat, 
and  you  Ihall  be  with  him  at  laft. 

The  apoftle  prays  that  they  inigbt  know  "wbit 
^*  is  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  ;'*  fo  I  defirt  d\ 
the  Lord  for  you,  that  you  may  know  what  it  is n 
have  communion  with  Chrill  alone ;  O  fee  yotf 
blelTednefs,  &c. 

SECT.    VIIL 

1.  THIS  communion  it  fliall  be  by  fight,  not  chicHi 
by  faith,  as  it  is  in  this  world :  Many  go  many  mikf 
to  the  fuppofed  fepulchre  of  Chrift,  and  account  iW 
time,  though  fuperftitioufly,  yet  happily  fpcm;  W 
but  what  will  it  be  to  fee  the  Lord  bimfelf,  not  aij 
he  was  here  in  his  abafement,  but  in  all  his.gloffi| 
brighter  than  ten  thoufand  funs !  now  wc  fee,  i  Car. 
xiii.  **  as  in  a  glafs,"  where  we  fee  the  glory  of  Goi; 
in  the  face  of  Chrift ;  but  then  we  fliall  know  as  fd 
are  known ;  as  a  child  knows  not  the  father,  butiC 
ripe  years  it  doth  ;  but  as  Philip  faid  to  Natham^' 
who  faid,  '*  Can  any  good  come  out  of  Nazareth!^ 
So  can  any  fuch  mercy  come  from  heaven  ?  Cofl^ 
and  fee  him  of  whom  all  the  prophets  have  fpoW 
of;  fo  then  the  Father  and  Spirit,  and  faints  ut 
angels  will  fay,  O  come  in  and  fee  him,  of  whonul 
the  prophets  have  written  ;  come  and  behold  M: 
that  haih  (hed  his  dearelt  blood  for  thee,  that  bufi 
taken  thought  and  care  for  thee  night  and  day ;  tktf ; 
hath  been  all  thy  life  interceding  for  thee;  Rev,  xxii4. 
"  There  you  (hall  fee  his  face.*' 

2.  This  communion  it  (hall  be  fpiritaal  and  iriwai4 
with  the  foul  and  confcience ;  fuppofe  the  foul  fliorf 
be  with  Chrill,  and  not  have  ipiritual  communis 
with  himi  what  were  it  the  better!    as  many  ^ 
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then  Chrid  was  here  in  this  world,  that  eat  and  drank 
fk  his  prerence,  and  yet  are  now  Ihut  out :  O  no  !  the 
lory,  beauty,  goodncfs  of  Chrift  is  not  to  be  fcen  with 
odily  eyes,  nor  tailed,  nor  handled  with  our  carcafes; 
nd  hence  angels,  though  in  heaven  with  Chrifl's  per- 
)n,  yet  look  to  the  gofpel,  to 'hear,  fee,  and  enjoy  the 
^ritual  e;ccellencies  of  the  Lord;  hence  Simeon, 
Ibert  he  had  Chrift  in  his  arms,  yet  now  delires  to 
tpart,  becaufe  he  fhould  then  come  near  htm  into  his 
jiritual  communion ;  O  this  the  foul  Ihall  bave^  in- 
ward light,  love,  peace,  &c.  it  is  ChriA's  great  love 
)  live  with  the  foul ;  but  fo  to  live  with  them  that 
ft  his  own,  as  to  live  in  them  ;  O  this  is  exceeding^ 
hre,  for  Chrift  to  live  in  one  that  was  a  dunghill : 
i  comforted  thedifciplcs  when  he  went  away,  "  I  will 
tod  you  the  Comforter;"  Dbut  what  a  bleffednefs  wijl 
h  be,  to  be  with  him,  and  the  Comforter  in  us  alfo? 

3.  It  (hall  be  a  full  and  perfed  communion,  com- 
iunicating  himfclf  out  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  the 
ipacities  of  his  people ;  for  here  we  have  fpiritual 
>Qimunion,  but  we  fee  but  little,  and  know  little, 
>d  receive  but  little,  the  firft-fruits  and  lafles  of  what 
e  Ihall  drink ;  but  there  ftilly,  2  Thef.  i.  9,  "  They 
ftiall  be  feparate  from  the  Lord,  and  the  glory  of  his 
i^ower,"  i.  e.  as  much  as  ever  the  Lord  is  able  to 
ll  or  load  the  foul  withal,  a  crown  of  glory  as  weighty 
\  ever  it  can  bear,  it  wraps  up  the  heart  fometimes; 
e  foul  lies  down  confounded  before  the  Lord;  O  that 
ter  the  Lord  Ihould  here  look  upon  fuch  a  one  fo  vile! 
ach  more  then  fhall  there  be  wonderment;  he  will 
t  open  all  his  treafury ;  *  O  come  take  thy  fill  of  love  V 
ere  he  fhall  pour  out  all  his  heart,  &c. 

4.  It  (hall  be  an  exceeding  familiar  communion : 
^en  Chrift  was  here  on  earth,  we  know  how  familiar 
\  was  with  his  poor  difciples ;  how  one  leaned  on  his 
teaft,  could  come  to  him,  fpeak'to  him.  See.  (O  brcth- 
n)  much  more  fhall  it  be  then,  John  xxi.  17.  "Touch 
me  not^  I  am  not  afcended;"  as  if  be  Ihould  fay,  O 

then 
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then  {hall  be  fwreet  embraciags,  as  Jofeph,  "  that  wepL 
*'  over  the  neck  of  Benjamui  :*'  O  th«  fpiritual  equ 
bracings  there?  Tnt  Lof^  and  Chrift  will  fey,  "  lloye 
"  tbcc  dearly.'' 

5.  It  (hall  be  au  everlafting  uointefruptcd  commo- 
tion :  We  have  here  conimanion  with  other  creatures, 
but  they  as  paffcngers  will  le^ve  us;  we  h^ve  ajyb 
pommuoion  with  Chrift,  hujt  it  is  interrupter!,  mai^ 
clouds  come  between  us  and  him,  but  Chen  it  fliall  Iw 
everlaAing,  without  any  iaterruptvon.  i  Tiief-  W.uU. 
^*  We  Ihall  ever  be  with  the  Lord;'*  hence  coa« 
comfprt :  infinite  is  the  glory  of  .the  Lord,  we  cannot 
fee  it,  nor  enjoy  it  in  a  fliort  time,  we  have  no  li^if^m 
here,  nor  time  enough  to  fee  it :  hence  we  fliall  be  to 
all  eternity  beholding  and  enjoying  of  it. 
.  6.  A  joyful  and  moft  fwjet  communion,  Pfalm  xvL 
*'  Filling  the  heart  with  unfpeakablc  peace,  believing 
"  yc  rejoice  with  joy  full  of  glory:"  much  more  thaa 
feelipg.     And  threp  thinga  make  it  b^ 

SECT.      IX. 

Firft,  IT.  will  be  after  many  troubles,  labours,  ana 
conflifits  here  in  this  worfd*:  there  is  not  a  godly  fieart 
but  hath  his  burden,^if  nojt  of  roifery,  yet  of  fin  ;  if  not 
from  flefh  and  blood,  yet  from  hell ;  and  he  fears  al& 
(it  ra^y  be)  that  he  flvaJl  neve^r  come  to  heaven  ;  no^ 
whence  this  communion  muft  be  the  more  joyful,  as 
Jacob  thought  that  he  fliould  never  fe«  Jofeph ;  and  U 
Ifa.  ix.  2,  3.  *'  Thofe  that  divide  the  fpoils,  and  reap 
"  the  harveft;  then  there  fliall  be  an  anfwer  to  all 
"  thy  doubts,"  &c. 

Secondly,  It  will. be  thus  bepaufe  this  commuaion 
ihall  be  chiefly  in  fucking  out  the  fweet  of  all  God's 
Jove,  part,  prefent,  and  to  come,  Ephef.  iv.  9.  Pialci 
xxiv.  26-  Love  from  a  friend  is  fweet,  ^ut  from  a 
God  fweeter ;  it  doth  ua  good  to  think  of  their  love, 
their  honour  and  refpeft  to  us,  much  more  the  Lord*?* 
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^p.this  "will  like  wine  ch^r  the  heart,"  that  as  the 
damned  fliall  fack  the  fierce  wrath  of  God,  O  it  Ihall 
Iting  them ;  fo  this  t  contra^  we  fliali  fee  all  his 
bowels  open. 

.  TWrdly,  "  The  Lord  Chrift  himfelf  ihall  rejoice 
**  over  the  foul,  and  fo  all  faints  with  hitn,"  Luke 
Xi  21.  And  the  foul  Ihall  fee  this,  and, all  faints  re- 
joice iR  its  communion.  O  confider  tliis,  and  com- 
fort your  hearts  with  this,  all  ye  people  of  the  Lord! 
D  only  fay  as  Jofeph,  dying,  '*  God  will  fur^ly  vifit 
*'  you  when  I  am  dead,*^  Gen,  uit.  24^  So  when  thoqt 
art  dying,  the  Lord  will  furely  vifit  thqe  with  his  p;"e- 
fence,  and  you  fhall  furely  be.  with  him  :  You  have 
b^en  praying  for  this,  and  hearing,  and  npw  and  tKcjj 
you  tafte  a  little,  but  think  it  is  too  good  to  be  true; 
y^t  if  Chrift  be  bleffed  thou  Ihalt  at  laft,  thou  fliajt  not 
ttiifs  (though  thou  find  but  little  of  him  here,  and  walk 
in  the  dark)  of  being  with  him  for  ever;  God  l>.ide$ 
his  fa^e  from  fome  of  you,  and  y.ou  mpurn^  though 
the  world  rejoiceth ;  but  happy  art  thoai,  for  ••'  4hy 
"  mourning  ftiall  be  turned  into  joy.'^ 

SECT.    X. 

Vft  %.  TO  XBOurn  for  our  ftrangenefs  ^ow  to  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  our  diftaaoes  from  the  Lord  Jefus ;  may 
not  the  Lord  take  up  that  fpeech  as  to  Philip,  '*  Have 
."  I  been  fo  long  with  thee,  and  haft  thou  not  known 
"  me  ?*'  So  hath  Chrift  been  fo  long  with  .thee,  an^ 
fcalt  thou  be  for  ever  with  him,  and  yet  daft  not 
know  him  ? 

There  arc  five  things  that  are  ever  conjoined  with 
a  near  communion  with  Chrift. 

Firft,  Knowledge  of  him ;  alas !  how  little  do  we 
conceive  of  the  Lord  I 

Secondly,  Perfiiafion  of  his  love  and  faithfulnefs ; 
^las!  we  have  litfle  affurance  of  him,  Pfalm  ix. 

Thirdly,  Loye  to  feia  fellowfhip;  and  the  more  in 

it 
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it  the  foul  is,  the  more  defirous  it  is  of  it :  O  bultfe* 
wearinefa  of  being  with  him  that  wc  have  !  No  oftnrf 
are  we  with  hitn  now  than  needs  muft,  but  hereafter 
it  fliall  be  otberwife. 

Fourthly,  Likenefs  to  him  in  his  virtnes,  as  Mofa 
comes  fliining  down;  a  man  imitates  them  whole 
fellowship  he  loves  in  all  their  iraitable  exccllcfr 
cies.  Alas  !  how  unlike  to  him  now  are  we,  to  whit 
Ihall  be  ? 

Fifthly,  A  daily  opening  of,  and  bemoaning  daiif 
evils  to  him  ;  O  it  eafetli  the  heart ;  if  a  man  is  jgm 
from  his  friend,  yet  troubles  will  fetch  him  in  agaifi; 
but  we  pour  not  out  our  fouls  thus  to  him ;  hence  hi 
pours  not  out  his  blood  into  our  fouls  to  %eal  us ;  C 
may  we  not  take  up  that  complaint  of  Agur,  Prav-xu 
that  **  we  are  more  fooJiQi  than  any  man!"  fpesl^ 
of  Chrift;  O  therefore v^ourn  for  it;  "  David,  wiit 
•*  God  hid  his  face  for  a  little  time,  was  troubled/* 

It  was  the  complaint  of  the  prophet  of  evil  md 
*'  That  in  their  eyes  he  was  rejefted  and  dcffwi'd 
**  and  we  hid  our  faces  frcftn  him."  Let  the  wort 
do  fo,  will  you  do  fo  alfo  ?  It .  fliould*  not  troubiei 
much  that  he  hides  hid  face  from  you,  as  that  yn 
have  from  him. 

When  David  turned  nGde  to  Bathfheba,   the  p« 
phet  comes  and  tells  him,  **  I  anointed  thee  kiij 
*'  and  delivered  thee  out  of  the  hands  of  Saul,  al 
"gave  thee  thy  mafter's  wives,  and  more  alfo,  t^ 
^<  wherefore  hall  thou  defpifed  the  Lord  ?    The  fra 
*•'  ftiall  not  depart,''  &c,    O,  faith  he,  ''  I  have  final 
**  againft  the  Lord  :•*     So  fay  I  to  you  ;    if  the  Ld 
had  never  made  known  himfcif  to  thee,  it  had  fad 
another  matter ;    but  ••  the  Lord  hath  delivered 
**  foul  from  hell,  thy  eyes  from  tears ;''    the  Ls 
hath  anointed  thee  to  partake  of  the   glory  of  Cbt 
the  Lord  hath  given  himfelf  to  thee,  and  faith, 
my  blood,  take  ray  life,  and  more  I  would  have  givi 
and  haft  thou  looked  after  Bathfheba,  other  hv 
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llrid  ««defpife  the  Lord?''  O  fay,  **  t  Have  finned/^ 
<Lnd  mourn  for  it,  2  Sam.  xii.  9% 

There  are  two  evils  in  this,  i.  *•  Forfaking  thy 
"  own  good,  nay  bleffednefs,"  Jonah  ii*  8.  "  own 
•*  mercies**' 

a.  "It  is  defpiflng  the  Lord  and  his  fcUowihip  for* 
*' other  things,"  bale  things;  that  whereas  you  ftiall 
be  for  ever  beholding  of  him  hereafter,  yet  you  ihould 
proclaim  him  not  to  be  worth  looking  on  now< 

OijeS.  Bat  I  would  have  fcUowiliip  with  the  Lofd^ 
and  he  will  not.* 

Anf.  Firft,  Never  d|d  any  defire  thy  fellowfhip  fo 
much  as  the  Lord  when  he  wants  it. 

Secondly,  Not  love  it,  and  glad  of  it  when  he  h&d  it* 

Thirdly^  Nor  mourn  and  lartient  more  wheh  he  wants 
it*,  as  Jer.  ii-  2.  5.  God  pleads  for  it. 

Fourthly,  He  calls  to  the  heavens:  Jer.  iii  id,  li* 
"  Did  ever  nation  deal^thus  with  idols!'*  If  this  will 
not  break  thine  heart  for  ftrangenefs,  I  know  not  what 
^\\\  do  it:  it  is  your  fin  that  breaks  off  Gommunio))^ 
tK)t  the  Lord's  unwillingnefs. 

,S  E  G  t.'    XL 

Ufe  3.  HENCE  fee  the  exceeding  great  worth  and 
excellency  of  Jefus  Chrift;  and  learn  hence  to  efteenr 
a-right  of  him^,  there  is  t\o  bleffednefs  in  the  fruition 
Of  all  the  creatiiVes  together;  good  there  is,  bat  not 
bleffs^dnefs ;  or  if  there  were,  yet  it  lies  in  many  things ; 
bot  one  thiiig,  nor  twenty  bleffings  can  make  bleffedj " 
tnd  it  is  but  a  broken  bleffednefs  in  divers  pieces ;  or 
If  there  were\  kind  of  bleffednefs,  to  be  found  in  one, . 
yet  it  is  not  a  lading  bleffednefs,  itisfo  but  for  a  time*- 
and  fo  the  lofs  of  it  at  laft  will  troubla  us  more  thaa 
the  having  of  ft  for  a  time*      ^        , 

But  ad  he  faith,  **  In  him  \t  light  and  no^arknefs;" 
bleffednefs,  and  no  miferyj  peace,  and  no  trouble j 
fulnefs  and  no  Want;  beauty^  glory,' and  no  blemiih; 

VouIL  P  •  lifc^ 
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life*  andttodfeath?  pufe,  dear,  infimte  love,  and  no 
anger;  and  it  is  in  him  alone,  Pfal.  cxlviii.  13.  ''His 
**  n?ime  Alone  Is  excellent;**  all  our  glory-  and  the  glo- 
ry of  God  alfo  is  niet  together  in  hira,  all  things  in  one 
thing;  whatever  good  there  is  in  other  things,  itis 
borrowed  fi^om  hi ni;  baffe  beggarly  thirig*;  but,thcM- 
ftefs  and  plenty  of  all  is  in  the  Lord,  fo  that  we  fliaB 
iot  need  to  camber  ourfelves  about  unneceffary  things; 
we  need  not  a  carklle  when  the  fun  ftiines:  and  our  laft 
bleiiednefs  is  here;  whfen  every  thing  clfe  wilj  make 
tllem  wings  to  haflen  from  us,  this  wfll  Gominue  txA 
laft;  when  all  our  veffels  we  are  taffed  in  here  ire  funk, 
and  where  our  entertainment  bath  been  very  good,  yel 
the  fhorc  finks  not,  it  is  above  over-whelmings;  bm 
"alone  we  are  fafe. 

However  the  world  fets  not  this,  becaufe  their  Wet 
fednefs  lies  in  prefer ving  thcmfclves  by  creatures,  from 
feeling  that  rfi'ifery  which  lies  upon  them  now,  as  alfo 
becaufe  they  fhall  never  (hare  in.it,  yet  the  faints  have 
been  exceedingly  taken  with  this,  that  "  David  «c- 
•*  counted  them  bleffed  that  might  dwell  in  his  coum" 
in  this  world ;  Solomon  was  bleffed  that  might  but 
wait  at  wifdbm's  galtes,  amd  fo  be  ready  to  be  received 
when  they  be  opened;  **  Abraham  rejoiced  to  kt 
**  Chfift's  day  afar  off;  Mofes  efleemed  the  rcpro«di 
**  of  Chrift  great  riches;**  what  did  he  then  eftectnGf 
the  prefence  of  Chrifl  here!  but  what  in  glorf ! 

Think  of  this,  you  thit  fay  you  cannot  findinyoar 
hearts  to  efteem  of  the  Lord  Jefus;  efpecially  let  him 
be  precioui:  to  you,  you  efpoufed  of  the  Lord;  for 
others  may  fay  he  is  precious,  but  I  fliall  never  enter 
into  this  fellowlhip:  No,  no,  but  you  fhall,  but  he 
will  take  you  to  fellowlhip  with  himfelf:  «it  was  a 
great  favour  to  Mofes,  Exod-  xxiv.  i,  2.  whenothm 
jnight  come  towards  the  Lord,  yet  Mofes  alone  raigH 
only  come  near;  "  and  he  was  in  the  Mount  alone  with 
•*  God;'*  fo  that  the  Lord  fliould  let  others  come  to* 
wards  him;  but  that  you  alone  above  manjr  thottfa&<i* 
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in  the  wofld  day  be  fufFered  to  draw  neaf  to  him, 
this  iliottld  make  the  Lord  dear  to  you  at  leaft.  Lev. 
xiii.-46.  *'  The  leper  was  to  dwell  alone  without;"  the 
Lord  might  have  dealt  fo  with  thee;  but  when  thod 
wert  vile  indeed,  and  mod  vile,  nay  when  thou  didll 
feparatc  thyfelf  from  thyfelf,  then  for  the  Lord  to  come 
near  thee,  and  (as  if  thou  couldft  never  be  near  enougli) 
to  ttiahifefl  himfelf  alone  to  thee  for  ever  in  glory ! 
when  David  found  out  Mephibofheth  (faith  he)  **  What 
am  I  a  dead  dog  that  1  ihonld  fit  at  the  kind's  table!" 
a  Sam.  ix.  7,8.  It  was  a  great  favour  to  Cinrift  him-* 
fclf,  that  when  rejefted  of  men,  yet  that  he  was  chef-, 
fen  of  God  and  precious,  and  taken  up  to  him;  it  may 
bcthouthihkeft  thyfelf  unworthy  of  the  fellowihipofany 
maiB,  and  raeri  do,  or  men  may  rejcft  thee;  yet  for  the 
I^rd  now  to  receive  thee,  it  is  much;  but  whereas  thou 
wert  not  only  rejfeftcd  of  men,  but  of  God  alfo,  Ifa^ 
liv.  6.  now  for  Chriil  to  take  thee  to  him  {  that  as  he 
lies  in  the  Father's  bofom,  becaufe  thou  couldft  Hot  fof 
fm  itdmediately  lie  theri^,  he  Oioald  lay  thee  in  his 
bofora,  and  fay,  "  Father  love  this  foul  as  thou  haft 
loved  me:"  befidcs,  the  Father  took  Chrift  becaufe  he 
h^  worth;  but  fof  Chrift  to. take  thee  when  thou  hadft 
no  worthinefs!  for  one  to  take  drofs  and  prize  it  wheii 
others  caft  it  away,  it  is  much ;  it  is  do  wonder  if 
pearls  be  fo  efteemed  of,  but  for  dirt  to  be  prized  1 
O  therefore  let  the  Lord  be  precious^  and  his  fellow- 
ibip  precious  to  thee,  feeing  thou  and  thy  feliowihip 
is  fo  to  hifti. 

OiJfSf.  But  I  catinot  believe  it,  why  fiiould  the  Lord 
dofo? 

Anf.  It  is  hard  to  believe  it  when  w6  look  upon  oiir 
elirn  vlletiefs)  bat  confider  the  reafoit  why  the  Lord 
*bth  this;  it  is  not  becaufe  h6  lovei  any  for  fleibly  rc- 
fpe£ts  as  we  do }  but, 

Firft,  Becstufe  of  his  own  grace  and  glbiy;  the^bfc* 
liever  is  infinitely  beloved  of  him^  without  moving  him 
ihereuiiio;  and  hence  if  his  grace  be  cxcetding  dear  to 
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him,  and  his  (jlory  dear  to  hira,  thou  art  fo  to  him. 

Secondly,  Cbrift  loves  not  firft  becaufe  men  are 
holy,  but  that  he  may  make  them  fo. 

Thirdly,  He  Ipves  becaufe  the  Father  loves  them- 

S  E  C  T.     XIL 

HENCE  learn  to  be  content  with  the  Lord  alox^, 
Heb.  iv.  9.  "  There  is  a  reft;'*  hence  labour  to  enter 
intp  it;  fo.if  he  will  have  reft  and  bleiTednefs  hereafter, 
that  you  fhall  be  content  and  for  ever  glad  in  him  and 
with  htm  alone,  O  labour  to  po&fs  this  bieirednefsnow: 
You  are  in  your  worft  condition  now,  your  beft  is  be* 
hind;  ihall  the  bleiTednefs  of  thy  heft  condition,  not  be 
bleiTednefs  in  thy  irorft  condition  unto  thee?  fhall  that 
which  fatisfie^  thy  foul  in  heaven,^  not  fatisfy  thy  fool 
here?  Mofes,  Deut.  xxxii.  10.  reckons  this  as  the 
happinefs  of  Ifrael,  viz.  **  That  God  alone  did  lead 
*^  them  when  they  were  in  a  wild^mefs,"  a  land  of 
drought,  and  pits,  and  wants,  and  the  (hadow  of  death, 
fo  Chrift  now. 

Solomon  reckons  it  as  one  part  of  his  folly,  mad- 
nefs  and  vanity,  when  he  forfook  the  Lord  in  his  de- 
generate condition,  Eccl.  ii,  3.  "  That  he  gave  tap 
^^  his  heart  to  vanity,  and  to  wifijomalfo;^'  as  if  that 
was  not  fufficient  alone. 

Men  are  not  contented  with  the  Lord  alone;  Solo- 
mon, as  you  heard,  was  gone,  whom  God  appeared 
twice  unto^  David's h«art  was* forely  alTaulted,  Pfal. 
Ixxiii.  until  he  went  into  the  fan£tuary  of  God,  and 
then  faith  he,  "  whom  have  I  in  earth  but  thee  ?"  but 
as  for  others,  they  are  far  from  this;  and  hence  come 
the  many  murmurings  and  finkings  of  heart ;  why  de 
not  men  fink  and  drown  ?  becaufe  they  are  not  in  the 
ark  or  (hip,  and  ftay  there  alqnc ;  fo  it  is  here,  Pftl. 
xvit  4.  "  Their  forrows  are  multiplied,"  &c*    " 
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SECT.    XIII. 

LABOUR  for  this  conteniedntfs  in  fpirit,  in  four 
cafes  efpecially,  wherein  the  heart  is  apt  to  wirtfadraw 
from  the  Lord. 

Firil,  In  cafe  the  Lord  takes  away  the  deareft,  nay, 
all  outward  bleflings  from  us;  men  can  rut>  it  out  with 
quietnefs  of  fpirit>  when  fome  of  their  money  loofe  in 
their  pockets  i^  lo(l;  but  when  their  jewels  are  loft, 
their  deareft  bltilings  fmgled  out,  wife,  hu^and,  child- 
ren, then  as  Jonah,  the  foul  is  alrooft  angr^  with  God, 
"  when  his  gourd  is  fmitten:  i  Thcff.  iv.  13.  •*  With- 
*'  out  hopes;"  again  foroe  can  ruh  this  out  till  they 
come  to  part  with  all ;  when  fome  of  our  boughs  are 
cut  and  branches  lopt,  we  can  be  content;,  but  to  have 
our  top  boughs  cut  off,  and  to  ftrike  at  the  root  too, 
that  we  ihould  remain  as  withered  dry  trees,  this  can 
hardly  be  born:  Men  can  be  content  to  follow  Ghriil, 
if  they  may  carry  fomething  on  their  backs  befide  the 
crds;  fome  can  endure  any  thing  but  poverty,  becaufc 
covetous;  others  any  thing  but  dUgrace,  becaufe  proud; 
if  fomething  or  many  things  be  cad,  over  board  in  a 
ftorm,  men  can  be  fometimescpntented  therewith,  if 
fomething  efcapes;  biit  when  there  is  a  wreck  of  all", 
now  to  be  content  is  as  hard  as  to  walk  upon  the  waters, 
Ifra^l,  when  they  be  fed  and  led  by  God,  all  was  ftill; 
but  when  they  want  J^read  and  water,  then  they  mur- 
mur, and  alfo  quedion,  Exod.  xvii.  7.  «<  Is  God  a* 
**  mong  us  now?"  And  truly  it  would  breafc^one^a 
heart  to  fee  what  finjcings  of  heart  there  be  among  us 
(the  fruits  of  extreme  pride  and  Ghriftlcffnefs)  and  • 
what  vexations  men  are  to  themfelves,  that  men  are 
become  deVils  to  themfelves,  their  own  tormentors; 
r  what  cares,  feaips,  griefs,  loffes  and  decays,  that  their 
I  heads  are  dawled,  and  their  memories  loft,  and  their 
.hearts  funk,  and  their  countenances  altered,  and  the 
ordinances  comfortlcfs^  and  themfelves  heartlefs,  and 

P3  pining- 


aj;?  ON  THE  PARABLE  QF  THE 

pining  away  in  their  iniquities  bccaufe  of  outward  for* 
-^  rows :  O  confider,  eithei'  thou  (halt  (hortly  be  with  the 
Lord,  or  not;  if  not  there  is  caufe  of  mourning:  Oiq 
go  home  and  fee  Abrahani,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  ia  God's 
kingdom,  and  thyfelf  (hut  out,  it  were  a  iajneniable 
thing  ipdeed ;  but  if  it  be  otherwife  with  tbee^  O  con- 
flder  thou  (halt  be  happy  enough  without  thele  thiajp 
in  heaven ;  and  therefore  tho'  thefe  things  be  loft,  thoa 
fhak  not  lofe'one  jot  of  thy  happinefs  :  A  man  that  is 
blefled  with  bleflednefs  itfelf,^  and  yet  funk,  either 
ihoutd  fay  Chrifl  ia  not  bleiTcdnef^,  or  elfe  recover. 

ObjeSt.  O  but  though  I  have  loft  my  eftate,  yet  that 
4oth  not  fo  much  trouble  me,  as  to  have  loft  friends 
and  their  loire ! 

Anf.  And  what  if  thou  haft  loft  thy  life,  and  thy 
body  were  rent  from  thy  foul,  if  that  goes  to  the  Lord! 
Heb.xi*  **  They  were  fawn  afunder.*?  It  may  be  thjr 
heart  hath  gone  from  Chrift;  O  therefore  return!  fix 
i\  may  be  Ithis  is  God's  end,  and  methinks  this  fhould 
make  you  content  with  any  crofs,  thou  art  not  neare- 
nough  to  the  Lord,  Q  therefore  you  poor  faints,  be 
Dot  in  heavinefs  by  many  temptations;  the  Lord  doth 
it  to  try  your  faith ;  can  you  be  content  with  him  a- 
lone?  It  was  Juftin  Martyr's  fpeech^  '.' Nothing  elfe 
."  to  care  for.'* 

Secondly,  In  cafe  the  Lord  makes  outward  peace 
and  bleiHags  to  abound  upon  you,  fet  not  now  your 
hearts  upon  thefe  things;  ibmetimes  when  mtferics 
abound,  and  there  are  wrecks  of  all,  now  the  foul  is 
glad  to  ftand  upon  the  rock  to  fav^  its  life,  Pfal. 
Ixxviii.  55.  **  When  he  fmote  them,  they  then  re- 
**  memb^rcd  God  was  their  yock;'?  but  when  the  Lord 
begins  to  ^11  the  foul  with  outward  blcfings,  it  is  tbea 
exceeding  hard  not  to  lodge  them  ia  the  Lprd?8  owa 
room  and  habitation  for  himfelf,  and  \^  the  Lord  is 
**  forgotten  and  forfaken  alfo,'-  Jer  ii.  j,  a,  3,  4,  5. 

Bat  when  thefe  things  are  removed,  or  wich  yoa 

pntinued;^  yet  let  your  hearts  ftiU  be  kept  for  the  h&ri; 
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for  if  «hefc»  things  were  neceflVry,   you  fliouW  have 
tbem  in  beaveo ;  but  there  i$  no  need  of  them  there, 
bat  only  of  the  Lord*     PlaU  xvii.  uli.  {c  wjts  David'$  • 
prayer  **  he  might  be  delivered  from  the  m^yi  ^who  h^d 
'^  their  portion  in  this  world;  but  1  fh^ll  bphold  thy 
'^  face»  and  therewith  be  Igtis&ed  ^vhen  I  awake;"  /.  r. . 
fome  outward  trouble3  now  made  him  bepvy,  ibi^t  he 
ilept  the  ileep  of  death,   faith  Calvin,  but  then  im^ 
fliould  be  fatis&cd ;  ic  was  David'9  argutoent  to  prov^ 
his  fafith,  Pfal.  xvi,  *'  The  lyord  is  the  portion  of  my    ^ 
♦*  lot  and  cup;"  not  his  crown  nor  kingdom ;  i  Cor.    • 
vli.  30.  Paul  mixes  thi$  with  his  coi^nle)$,  ^'  Ufe  tht 
**  urorld  a3  if  you  ufed  it  not,  poflcfs  as  if  you  poffeffed 
•*  it  not,  tor  the  falhion  of  it  paflith  away."  Thfe  Ipve 
pf  Chriijt  fweetens  ihefc  things;  nay,  tb/e  fwejst  of  them 
is  Chrill's ;  he  lets  into  them  his  love  and  his  fw^eet- 
ncfs,  ftcc.  0  the  peace  that,  comes  by  this  mc^ns,  when 
as  no  outward  evil  detrafls,  and  no  outwarid  good  thing 
adds  to  your  bleffednefs !     It  is  fo  in  itfeif ;  Q  that  it 
were  fo  indeed  unto  you,  Pfal.  xxiii. 

Thirdly,  In  cafe  the  foul  comforts  itfclf  in  hopes  . 
and  defires  after  good  things  to  come  in  this  world  i 
&r  fomeiimes  that  Which  fills  tl>e  heart,  is  not  things 
prefcnt ;  a  man  finds  a  bottom  here,  but  he  loiiKs  for 
things  to  come,  and  {o  launcheth  out  bis  he^rt  in  the 
.  deep,  lets  the  reins  of  his  heart  go  ftroQgly  ^fter  things 
to  come,,  and  fo  th«  Lord  alone  doth  noi  quiet  him  ; 
many  men's  blcffednefs  here  is  imaginary,  and  chiefly 
becaufe  of  that  which  is  to  coipe# 

O  confider  wbtn  it  ;will  be  found  to  be  bl.efredne& 
to  enjoy  the  Lord  alone,  without  hope  .or  defirie  of  any 
good  jelfe  to  come,  thy  foul  fliall  fay,  **  L^t  nje  ever 
"  fee. and  love  this  God,  pnd  none  eUe.?'  It  wq$  the 
fwcet  affeftion  of  Paul^  "  I  defirc  much  to  be  v;itli 
•  **  Chriff;".  he  did  not  defirje  thefe  things,  no  not  bgdy, 
not  life;  nothing elfe  but  to  be  with  him;  and  tha.t  nost 
faintly,  but  carneftly,  2  Cor.  v.  j.  becauljp  •*  he  was 
''now  abfent  from  the  Lord;"  O  the  iinfullufls  of 
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men!  men  think  therofclvcs  mifcrable  if  they  be  cot 
fatisfied;  and   they   are  not  latisiitd  becaufe  Chnfi  is 
not  enough   alone.     O  but  know  ic,  he  will  be  b 
ihonly,  foul-iatisfying  bltiTcdnels  to  his  people :  And 
this  I  add,  the  ^  way  to  have  all   defires  iatisfied,  is  to 
enjoy  in  Ghrift  alone,  Pfal.  xxxvii.  5. 
"  Fourthly,  In  cafe  of  all  fpiritual  wants;  for  this 
troubles  the  heart  above  any  other  thing;  thoirfayeft 
thou   hail  fuch  wants  and  fuch  (ins ;  O  but  remember 
this,  thou,  Ihalt  have  thy  fill  of  him  hereafter;  he  is 
abfent  now,  but  thou  flialt  be  with  him ;  he  hides  his 
face  now,  but  he  will  arife  upon  thee,  and  never  iee 
more,    and    will    fupply  ail   thy    wants.     Thus  the 
apofile  perfuades  to  love  the  fcriptures  though  they 
gave  but  a  little  light,    and  they  were  in  darkocfsi 
until  this  day-^ftar  arofe  ;  fo  then  all  darknefs  ihail  be 
aboliihed;    fo  the  faints  complain.     If  a  Son,  why 
fo    unlike    Ghriil?     yet    remember,     "   When  he 
•^  appears  we  fhall  be  like  him,"  1  John  iii.  2.  Col. 

i-  3 

ObjeSl.  But  thefe  things  are  to  come,  how  can  I  be 
content  now? 

Anf.  I,  Carnal  hearts  feed  themfelves  chiefly  wiA 
hopes,  and  falfe  hopes  of  bafe  things  to  comt;  why 
will  not  you  now  with  this?  Ro*.  v.  2,  3.  "  Wcre- 
•'  joice  in  hope,  and  live  by  hope.'' 

2.  Faith  makes  things  abfent  prcfent,  Heb.  xi.  13* 
*'  They  faw  the  promifcs  afar  off,  and  were  perfuaM 
**  and  embraced  thjtm;'*  fo  do  you,  and  the  Lord  in 
them  here ;  but  the  fruition  and  poffeflion  of  thofe 
things  promifcd  is  more. 

3.  Though  there  is  not  perfeA  and  full  fruition  of 
the  Lord  here,  yet  it  is  in  part  here,  which  gives  un- 
known fweetnefs.  Rev.  xxi.  23-  "  They  need  not  the 
"fun,  but  the  Lamb  is  the  light  of  that  tempW' 
Plal.  xxiii.   uU. 

4^  Whit  though  the  Lord  keeps  thee  Ihprt,  yet  fcf 
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hn  fake  be  content  while  he  keeps  thee  in  want ;  there 
is  noc  a  crofs  but  ti.e  Lord  faith,  For  my  iake  bear  it ; 
lior  a  denial  of  any  mercy,  nor  a  pulling  by  any  prayer, 
but  Chrift  faith,  For  my  lake  be  content  with  it,  as  they, 
Pfalm  xUv.  22.  and  be  content  a  little  while;  glory  is 
not  yet  ready  for  thee,  nor  thou  for  it ;  now  let  this 
prevail  with  you ;  be  content  to  be  affli£led,  buffeted, 
forfaKen  ;  quieiing  the  heart  with  this,  *'  I  Ihall  one 
**  day  be  with  the  Lord;*'  Chritt  was  thus  for  ihek. 

And  as  for  you  that  never  had  heart  to  receive 
Chrift  yet,  O  that  this  thing  mighty  tnake  your  hearts 
come  ofF  from  all  creatures  to  him  ;  lia.  Iv.  3.  **  Why 
•^  fpend  you  your  money  for  no  bread,  and  for  that 
"  which  fatisfies  not,*'  and  for  that  which  continues 
not ;  what  though  you  lofe  by  parting  with  your  lulls, 
all  comforts,  friends,  favour  of  men,  gain?  Thou  fhak 
find  all  thefe  in  him  ;  lofe  him,  and  thou  canft  not 
find  thefe  in  them  ;  O  but  this  you  will  not  come  to; 
but  yet  remember,  Pfalm  Ixxxi.  11.  Heb.  v.  9.  and 
therefore  is  there  any  foul  here  that  as  Mannah  was 
praying  for  a  child,  fo  you  for  Chrift  alone  ?  I  offer 
thee  Chrift  ;  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  take  him  ;  thou 
canft  not  exalt  Chrift  more  by  any  act  than  by  taking 
inm  ;  and  therefore,  as  her*s,  fo  let  thy  heart  go  home 
quieted,  mourn  no  more,  and  let  it  ever  bear  up  thy 
heart,  as  the  ark  above  all  waters,  >  that*  thou  art  fhipt 
fafe  in  him, 

S  E  C  T.    XIV. 

Ufe  5.  O  therefore  be  as  near  the  Lord  Jefus  now 
as  you  can  be  in  this  world ;  be  as  much  alone  with 
him  as  you  can  ;  there  will  be  a  very  near  conjunc- 
tion and  communion  between  you  and  Chrift  ano- 
ther day;  and  herein  alone  lies  your  bleffednefs; 
you  are  yet  in  your  race,  and  abfent  from  home ;  yet 
be  as  near  home,  and  *•  reaching  after  the  prize  of 
*•  your  high  calling,"    When  David  could  not  como 
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to  Che  teiapk,  yet  his  heart  was  a$  near  it  as  it  cesld; 
be  would  be  coming  after  it,  and  accouatiog  then 
happy  that  might  be  near,  even  the  very  fwallovi. 
That  is  the  nature  of  love,  wEere  it  cannot  go,  it  vill 
creep ;  it  will  be  as  near  the  thing  beloved  as  it  cu: 
So  here. 

The  faints,  when  they  were  eafl  from  the  teapic, 
when  they  could  not  go  to  it,  yet  they  would  look 
towards,  and  pray  towards  it ;  Papiel  did  it,  thougk 
he  died  for  it;  Jonah,  though  difcouraged,  4^ 
thought  he  Diould  never  eome  there,  but  be  caft  M 
of  God's  fight. 

Jacob  and  Jofeph,  though  they  might  have  had 
honourable  hnrial  elfewhere,  yet  fuch  wa^  notoaly 
their  faith  in  the  promife,  bitf  their  love  to  the  M 
of  promife,  where  they  knew  God  intended  his  pre- 
fence,  that  their  very  bones  mud  lie  there,  lieb.xi.22f 
when  they  could  not  live  there,  their  very  urcafai 
fliall  )ic  there. 

This  was  the  power  of  the  timorous  faith  of  JotfijA 
and  Nicodemus  (when  they  had  loft  the  life  pi  Cbiift, 
and  Chrift  was  departed)  yet  they  loved  and  begged 
the  dead  body  of  Jefus  ;'  fo  though  you  have  neglcdci 
tiie  Lord,  yet  now  be  as  near  the  Lord  as  you  csn; 
Ghrill  himfelf,  when  he  was  to  depart  from  his  peoplci 
yet  he  would  be  as  near  to  his  as  he  could ;  hence  li« 
iends  the  Comforter;  O  fo  be  you  towards  him! 
I  know  his  love  to  us  exceeds  ours  to  liini ;  but  there 
is  no  feafon  why  it  fbould,  for  we  are  vile ;  there  is 
reafon  ours  fliould  exceed,  for  he  is  worthy  :  this  is 
the  honour  of  the  faints,  '^  to  be  a  people  near  10  hioi;** 
as  it  is  the  curfe,  and  Qiaoje,  and  mifery  of  aU  tb« 
world  to  be  far  from  him. 

Men's  hearts  lie  further  out  from  Chrift  than « 
are  aware  of;  fome  ilars  feed  to  be  within  a  h3i«i*« 
iireadih  of  the  raoon,  when  they  arc  indeed  far  o^ 
becaufc  of  our  weakncfs,  not  able  to  judge  of  ihinp 
»t  that  dillaacc ;   fo  it  ia  wiih  many ;  nay,  mny  ^ 

God's 
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God^B  own  people  are  far  off,  or  not  near  enough  to 
the  Lord :  And  hence  come, 

Firfi,  All  afflidions  for  the  inoft  part;  why  are  thejf 
font  but  to  fetch  you  in  from  your  llrayings  ?  Hence 
Pfalm  xxii'u4.  ''  the  rod  of  God  comforted  David." 

Secondly,  Hence  comes  your  ileeping  in  your  ftf ay-^ 
ings  from  God,  as  Jonah  that  went  away  from  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  the  Lord  let  him  alone  for 
a  time;  I  know  there  are  daily  (lray}n^^  but  to  lie 
and  live  in  them  not  lamented,  this  argues  your  hearts 
are  gone,  and  lie  out  from  the  Lord,  at  leaft  for  a  time. 

SECT.    XV. 

^eft.  HOW  fcould  we  be  near  unto  the  Lord  ? 

Jnf.   In  four  particulars. 

Firft,  Be  near  to  him  in  his  providences ;  the  Loid 
is  exceeding  near  to  all  men  thus,  A^s  xvii.  27,  28. 
^  In  him  we  live  and  move,''  as  the  beam  is  in  thfc 
fun,  fa  as  he  may  be  felt ;  it  is  wonderful  to  think 
Jiow  near  the  Lord  is  to  men,  not  only  by  the  imme- 
diatenefs  of  his  virtue,  but  of  his  perfon ;  yet  they 
are  far  from  the  Lord,  and  men  ar^  to  fcek  for  him  ; 
hence,  ver.  30,  31.  he  perfuades  unto  that,  efpecially 
to  be  near  God,  not  only  as  a  creator,  but  as  a  medi- 
ator, by  whom  the  affairs  of  all  the  family  in  heaven 
and  earth  arc  ordered. 

O  therefore  feck  him  till  you  come  fo  near  as  to 
fee  him  and  find  him  here;  David  fa w  this  really^ 
and  that  in  limes  of  peace,  when  he  had  fat  paflures 
and  full  cups,  Pfalm  xxiii.  he  faw  <fee  Lord  as  his  fhep- 
y^rdy  John  x.  i.  who  is  known  of  his,  feeding,  leading, 
reftoring^  comforting  by  rods,  adhering  to  him  '*  in 
♦'the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death;'*  and  then 
for  outward  things,  furnifcing  bis  table,  anointing 
his  head,  giving  neceffities  and  fuperfluities;  he  looked 
tiOi  only  on  fecond  caufes,  but  faw  God  as  really 
(ioing  all  thefe,  as  carnal  men  fee  fecond  caufes  doing 

thefe: 
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thefe  :  Nay*  he  fo  fees  the  Lord,  as  that  he  (aSU 
a- wondering  :  and  indeed  the  Lord  is  never  feea'in  hs 
•providences  till  then;  as  Manoah  *^  faw  the  angel  do 
*'  wonderoufly,"  Judg.  xiii.  19.  Pfalm  cxxxix.  if 
**  Marvellous  are  thy  works,'*  ver,  17,  18.  "  Hoir 
•'  precious  are  thy  thoughts  !"  he  faw  frofi\  the  Lord's 
works,  and  gathered  an  idea  of  the  thoughts  of  God; 
fo  ihould  we  ;  and  hence  ^'  when  he  did  awake,  he 
*'  was  flili  with  the  Lord;"  the  firft  thing  that  appcard 
was  the  Lord,  Pfalm  Ixxili.  23,  24,  25. 

To  the  bcafts  the  Lord  is  near,  but  they  cannol 
refle£t  upon  their  own  a£tions,  much  lefs  upon  the 
Lord ;  the  Heathens  may  fee  we  arc  God's  off  fprinf, 
and  fee  God  as  a  creator  at  fome  times ;  but  let  tbea 
Chat  profefs  Cbrift,  fee  and  find  out  Chrifl  as  Mediator; 
as  Mofes  that  defired  to  fee  the  Lord  paffing  by  him, 
whom  he  had  feen  a  little,  before ;  truly  the  Lord 
not  only  pafleth  by  you,  but  is  with  you,  proclaiming 
his  name  by  the  voice  of  his  providence  toward  yoo^ 
jpatiencc,  pity,  love,  truth,  wifdom ;  and  yet  wAj 
this  is  very  difficult  and  hard  to  fee. 

SECT.    XVL 

MEN  fee  not  Jefus  Chritt ;  Firft,  becaufc  fecond 
caufes  feem  to  work  all ;  this  ellate  my  friends  gave 
me,  or  my  labour  got  me  ;  this  houfe  the  carpcflter 
built  for  me;  thcfe  provifions  my  money  bought  for 
me  ;  and  fo  the  creatures,  like  broad  leaves,  hide  the 
boughs,  of  the  glory  of  God  in  Chrift,  on  which 
they  grow,  and  ai^  bpake  and  denfe,  and  not  tran- 
fparent,  through  which  the  foul  may  fee  the  glory  of 
God  abroad. 

Secondly,  Becaufe  men  have  fo  many  bufmcfo 
and  cares,  that  they  cannot  have  leifurc  really  to  fee 
the  Lord. 

Thirdly,  Becaufe  there  is  a  malice  in  all  incn'i 
hearts,  naturally,  which  fufibcatesall  that  which  jnay  1 

be 
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be  known  of  him,  Rom.  i.  28.  "  They  delighted  cot 
•'  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge ;''  the  works  of 
God  grow  vile  and  fordid,  through  their  commonnefa 
to  them. 

Fourthly,  Bcoaufe  men  can  live  well  enough  with- 
out him;  hence,  like  a  child  at  nurfe,  that  forgets 
friends  and  home,  becasfe  it  is  well  enough  without 
(bem  $  thus  men's  minds  are  not  fed  with  the  thoughts 
of  him,  Jer.  li.  6. 

.  Fifthly,  Becaufe  nature  never  heard  of  a  Mediator 
governing  all  their  lives,  and  comforts,  and  all ;  thejr* 
Tee  not  all  given  them  by  the  almighty  hand  of  Chrid, 
"  who  hath  all  power  given  him  in  heaven  and  earth,'*' 
ind  who  muft  reign  not  only  over  friends  till  they  all 
ire  gathered,  but  over  his  enemies  alfo  till  they  are 
rubdued ;  and  to  queftion  this,  is  to  queftion  Chrift's 
fitting  at  God's  right  hand.  He  is  owner  of  all,  and 
lifpofer  of  all  to  the  leaft  growth  of  thy  llature,  and 
the  mofl  carelefs  fall  of  the  leaft  hair ;  to  do  not  only 
the  greateft,  but  the  meaneft  offices  of  love  for  thee. 

You  fay^  indeed,  you  belieye  all  is  from  Chrift; 
0  but  you  fee  it  not ;  come  near  therefore  and  fee 
the  Lord,  Deut.  viii.  9.  they  were  forty  years  a-learn- 
ing  that  man  lives  not  by  bread,  nor  is  warmed  by 
ilothes,  &c.  and  though  they  had  marvellous  wondrous 
kvorks,  yet,  Deut  xxix.  **  To  this  day  the  Lord  hath 
not  given  you  eyes  to  fee." 

O  therefore-labour  to  fee  who  it  is  that  nurfes  you, 
jttides  you,  tends  you,  leads  you,  teacheth  you,  lays 
^ou  down,  and  takes  you  up,  and  lets  the  works  of 
[thrift  raife  up  your  minds  to  the  thoughts  of  Chrift 
n  heaveri,  remembring  thee  in  his  kingdom  of  glory, 
rho  might  forget  thee ;  and  the  poorer  and  fmallcr 
he  mercy  is,  the  more  do  thou  wonder  that  he  ftiould 
herein  be  a  feryant  unto  thee  ;  fee  all  bleflings  grow- 
ng  upon  this  tree,  feated  in  the  midft  of  God's  para- 
life,  Rev.  xxii.  3,  4.  though  thou  layeft  thy  head 
with  Jacob  upon  floncs,  and  forrows,  yet  fee  this 
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ladder  of  the  Lord^  providence  tovrards  thee;  C(Mliftqj| 
bleffings  fomttimes  defcending,  fometimes  taken  out  of 
thy  hand  and  afcending,  and  the  angeU  of  Grod  wish 
thee,  minidring  to  thee ;  but  the  Lord  at  the  h^  d 
them ;  the  Lord  his  care,  his  love^  in  all ;  and  let  Ixx 
this  be  a  dream,  but  a  reality  to  you.  It  is  a  wonder^ 
ful  fm  to  be  thus  unmindful  of  Chrift. 

I.  Becaufe  hence  all  whoring  from  Chrift  arifetiii 
Hof.  ii.  8.  Judg.  ii.  12.  efpecially  in  times  of  peace. 

a.  Hence  the  Lord  is  forced  to  hed^  your  way 
with  thorns,  and  to  bring  you  <o  extremity  of  troubles^ 
that  you  may  fee  the  Lord,  Ifa.  xli.  17, 18.  oajr  fooM- 
time  to  bring  ruin,  Ifaiah  v.  12,  13. 

And  truly,  as  it  is  a  great  fm,  fo  it  is  ^  very  greil 
Ihame,  Ifaiah  i»  z.  '^  Tile  ox  kndws  his  owner;''  it 
the  Lord  the  owner  of  you,  and  do  yoa  not  know  him, 
when  he  comes  by  you,  and  to  you,  provides  for  you? 
It  is  a  worfe  thing;  faith  Chryfoflom,  to  be  compared 
to  a  bead  than  to  be  fo.  To  let  many  days  aad  ftreams 
of  goodnefs  pafs  by  you,  and  yet  not  to  take  aay  notice, 
and  dill  to  be  fo  far  from  the  Lord:  I  know  io  heaves 
tills  is  peritfled,  and  then  comes  acknowledgment  of 
the  Son  of  God ;  but  here  you  may  be  aear  him }  I 
think  unlefs  the  Lord  did  defcend  in  cloudy  pill«s» 
and  of  fire,  fome  men  would  never  fee  him« 

SECT.    XVIL 

Secondly,  BE  near  bim  in  his  promifes ;  for  Chrift 
is  near  to  us  here  alfo,  Rom*  x.  8.  ^'  the  word  of 
<^  faith  is  nigh  thee ;  fo  that  you  need  not  afcend  to 
*^  bring  Chrid  down  from  heaven, &c«  Whea  parents 
are  dead  and  gone,  children  will  then  fearch  out  ibek 
lad  will  and  tedament,  and  preferve  thal»  and  ke^ 
that  near  them. 

Chrid  draws  near  to  his  people^  i*  In  his  promifiiSr 
accordlng.to  his  thoughts  of  them. 

a.  In  his  performances,  joining  the  foul  immediate^ 
I7  to  himfelf,  and  filling  it  with  Uimlelf  $  tfaia  nft  iM^ 
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not  enjdy  yet,  the  Lord  lays  U  up'  in  his  proroife, 
which  they  have  in  lieu  of  the  performance  :  -  O  drav 
sear  not  to  words  and  fyllables,  but  to  the  Lord  there, 
apprehend  him  there ;  as  It  is  with  the  attributes  (^ 
God,  his  glory  cannot  be  comprehended  by  us;  hence 
he  manifcfts  himfelf  there  according  to  our  capacity, 
God  fnanifclling  himfelf  feverally  ;  fo  in  promifes^we 
cannot  ocmprehend  Ghrift  as  yet ;  hence  Chrill  mani- 
feits  hinifeU  in  his  glory,  in  feveral  promifes;  O  em* 
brace  him  .there;  Heb.  xi.6.  it  is  not  faid  that  Abraham 
and  Jacob  Were  heird  of  CaQaan»  but  '^  heirs  of  thtf 
**  promife,'*  and  '*  Sarah  firft  received  her  fon  in  the 
**  promifej"  fo  do  you  embrace  Chrift  in  the  womb 
and  bowels  of  the  promifes;  we  live  by  faith  in  this  life? 
and  benca  all  our  enjoyment  of  Glirift  is  firll  in  the 
promife. 

Firfl,  Labour  to  draw  near  unto,   and  enjoy  the 
Lord  Jefus  by  the  promife. 

Secondly!  Labour  to  enjoy  him  in  the  promife* 
Firft,  By  the  promife  or  by  means  of  it;  all  that  which 
the  Lord  conveys  to  his,  is  not  by  mere  provideticc^ 
but  by  promife,  Pfalm  xxv.  10.  He  was  free  before 
their  calling,  but  now  he  hath  bound  himfelf  by  an 
eternal  covenant,  to  be  all, -and  do  all  for  them,  Gen., 
xvii.  I.  So  that  the  faints  may  and  ihould  bring  all  their 
empty  pitcTicrs  to  the  wells  of  the  promife,  Ifa.  xii.  3* 
"  and  draw  but  of  thofe  breads,"  and  get  Chrift  Jefus* 
Spirit  in  your  hearts  by  them  ;  now»fome  think  the  pro- 
mife  is  not  theirs,  hence  they  go  not  thither  for  fpiritaal 
reffeihments,  or  at  leaft,  they  let  other  things  come  by 
providence,  efpecially  cdmmon  blcffings,  without  goin{ 
to  the  promife  for  their  daily  bread,  or  looking  to  the 
promife,  out  of  whofe  bowels  they  are  begot,  Heb»  xiii. 
Si  6*  Kht  apoRle  thefe  fends  them  to  the  promife^  Or 
^Ife  they  ufe  not  the  rneans,  or  faint  in  the  ufe  of  it ; 
whereby  they  come  to  enjoy  the  Lord  by  his  promife,' 
^nd  that  is  reftlefs  wreuling  with  Chrift  by  prayer  for  it, 
Oea.xjtHii.  £%.*  Tiiou/Vtidfti  I  will  furely  do  ihe-gcod)' 

he 
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he  might  have  faid,  I  have  a  proraife,  v/hat  need  1  j»yJ ' 
Or  he  might  have  faid,  I  had  a  promife  of  faf<»  covtoji 
but  now  I  fee  the  Lord  is  coming  out  to  break  it;  ad 
fo  he  might  have  periflied ;  yet  he  prays,  and  wrdfcs, 
acknowledging  himfelf  unworthy  of  all  the  tfuth^b:. 
So,  Nch.  i.  8.  men  have  fo  little  of  Chrift,  becaufefa 
little  pf  the  Spirit,  of  prayer,  preffing  God's  promifei 
thou  haft  a  barren,  empty,  weak  heart,  becmufc  IK 
promife  is  not  improved  as  it  ihoutd  be. 

Secondly,  Labour  to  enjoy  him  in  the  protaifc; 
A)metimes  the  foul  hath  a  promife  fair,  and  feeks  aid 
finds  not ;  now  the  heart  goes  on  to  feek,  but  is  exceed- 
ing unbelieving,  or  fad  and  troubled  while  it  doth  not 
feel ;  and  unthankful  alfp,  and  accounts  itfelf  mifcraWe 
while  it  wants,  and  fo  doth  not  glory  in  the  Lord,  aoi 
his  fulnefs,  which  is  his  in' the  promife,  unlefs  he  feels 
the  good  come  from  the  promife ;  like  a  man  thatdotii 
not  account  himfelf  rich  while  he  hath  it  in  his  treafarer 
a  mod  fafe  and  fure  place  where  it  is  kept  for  him,  dd- 
lefs  he  gets  a  little  out  of  it  into  his  pockets;  andfeirt 
he  ihall  be  flain  with  thirft,  though  he  (lands  by  rbc 
fpring,  and  that  be  full,  if  his  difh  be  empty ;  O  this 
is  vile,  Heb.  xi.  13  "  Thefe  received  not  the  promife,*' 
;.  e.  things  promifed,  y^t  faw  them,  believed,  and  em* 
braced  them,  /•  e.  in  the  promife.  You  fay  you  are 
finful,  and  born  down  by  your  diftempers,  and  bafc, 
and  poor;  I  fay,  you  have  power  and  victory  over  iB 
fm  and  mifery,  and  have  eternal  glory  already  in  the 
promife ;  only  here  is  thy  wound,  you  think  yoc 
want  it  becaufe  you  have  it  not  out  of  the  promiicf 
though  you  have  it  in  the  fwaddling  clouts  of-ibc 
promife  lapt  up  there ;  and  by  means  of  this  iM 
diftemper  of  heart  you  partake  not  of  Ghrift,  becaufe 
you  apprehend  not  your  exceeding  -great  riches  ia 
the  promife,  2  Pet.  i.  2r  2  Sam.  xxiii,  4.  *•  Goi 
"made  an  everlalUng  covenant,"  this  is  all  hisdc* 
fire;  fweet  was  David's  fpirit,  2  Sam.  vii,  22.  <*  Wto 
*^  is  like  to  theci"  when  ho  had  no  accompllihacfl^ 
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^^ff  the  promifc  ;  O  fo  do  yoii  fay,  Heb.  vi.  17.  ^  The 
•  !*  Lord  hath  appointed  wc  ftiould  have  ilrong  cnfola- 

*tioii/'  by  promife  and  oath^  not  by  dreams;  it  was 
"the  cotnplaint  of  Ghrift,  **  Unleft  you   fee  figns  and     , 

^  wonders,  you  will  not  believe;"  fo  ycu  call  in  quef- 
rfion,  like  Thomas>  unlefs  you  feel;  O  clofc  with  the 

framife,  keep  it  as  mod  precious;  and  thtn,  Plai.  xxv* 
d.  he  faith  not. to  them  that  keep  their  covenants  or 
^  their  feelings,  but.  **  his  covenant  as  their  portion,'* 
Kird  get  the  Lord  to  undertake  to  keep  it  for  them,  and 
■h  make  fure. 

SECT.    XVIli. 

$•  LABOUR  to  be  near  the  Lord  in  all  his  ordi- 
lianccs  alfo,  both  privately  and  publicly,  for  there  is 
Jjis  prcfence,E2ek.xlvii.  35.  Pfal.xxvi.8.  he  n<X  only 
loved  GhrilVs  prefcnce,  but  the  place  where  it  was; 
it  was  an  argument  of  his  integrity,  Pfal.  cii.  13* 
**  He  did  love  the  dull  nf  SioA;'*  never  think  there  is 
a  time  of  mercy  till  then* 

Be  with  him  in  fecrct  as  oft  a§  yoii  can,  in  prayer, 
meditation, daily  calling  your  hearts  to  an  accrunt;  timi 
liath  been  that  you  have  been  fo,  when  in  alB  £lit>n,  or 
at  firll  C^nverfion ;  but  n/w  twenty  hindrances;  and 
Dow  you  cannot  only  neglcft,  but  think  you  have  rcafort 
foto  do;  there  havebeen  tears  andprSiyers,  and  thoughts 
and  preffings  hard  after  the  Lord,  but  now  no  words, 
tior  groans,  you  women  have  clnldren  to  fuck,  and  fa- 
milies to  tend ;  you  fervants  love  your  fleep  rather  than  ' 
the  feofom  of  ChrJll;  arid  though  confcien^e  cry  out  a- 
gainf!  you  for  it,  yet  you  hope  to  be  better  one  day, 
1»nd  fo  you  grow  flrangers  to  Chrift,  and  no  public 
^rdina'nces  pnfit,  becaufc  private  duties  are  neglefted, 
and  thy  heart  like  the  Haggard's  garden*  is  undrefled ; 
U  this  to  be  as  near  the  Loxd'as  you  cdn  ?  no,  if  the 
Lord  loves  you,  look  for  the  death  of  thy  hufband,  wife  -. 
x>t  child  Shortly  J  look  fof  terrors,  and  then  you  Ihall 
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acconot  it  ai)  honour,  if  you  may  but  once  more  fpeak 
to  the  Lord.   . 

You  have  firfakea  all  for  ordinaoces;  andnowyoa 
have  them;  I  confefs  they  are  mere  omfidcs,  yet  the 
Lord  is  there;  there  is  a  glory  which  wife  meacan&e 
itt  Chrift  in  the  manger. 

SECT-    XIX. 

Fourthly,  LABOUR  by  thy  defircs  to  be  near  him, 
Rev.  xxii.  20.  S.>  defire  '*  as  m  wait  for  thy  changa 
*'  all  thy  life/'  look  for  it,   i  Tbeff.  i.  uh. 

I.  Chrill'5  defire  is  that  thou  wert  with  him,  when 
thou  art  ready,  and  when  thy  work  is  done;  O  let  this 
make  thee  to  defire  it  alfo- 

?•  If  you  cannot  keep  yonr  hearts  from  vain  hopes, 
and  foolifli  and  noifome  lulls,  without  defiring  him, 
do  not  then  defire  to  be  with  him;  for  you  may  dcfirs 
communion  with  lulls,  and  Chrift. 

ObjeSl.  But  death  is  terrible,  and  feparation  from 
him  bitter. 

Anf.  Long  for  him  therefore  to  come  and  then  tike 
thee,  and  fee  thou  defire  nothinj;  but  him;  rebuke  thy 
iinwilUngnefs  of  not  being  with  him.  If  Chrift  was  on 
earth,  you  would  hazardi  your  lives  to  get  unto  him; 
iiiuch  v^s^xt  herein.       ^ 

Ohject.  But  what  will  become  of  God's  name? 

Anf.  I-et  the  Lord  alone  for  that;  while  thou  ll^eft> 
endeavour  to  the  utmcft;  for  it  is  appointed  for  tbce* 
little  feafon  only  to  be  here,  and  be  willing  the  Lord 
fliould  honour  himfelf  alfo  by  others  as  well  asbyjhee. 

Objedl.  What  will  become*  of  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren. 

Anf.  Who  re^rded  thee  in  thy  blood  ?  when  lliott 
liveft,  they  are  thine;  but  then  the  Lord's. 

Defire  t  ?  be  with  him,  this  will  fupport  your  hearts 
in  all  your  chances  of  this  life. 

SECT. 
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S  ti  C  T.    XX; 

I 

Vft:  6.  You  that  never  received  CHrift,  how  do  it* 

ObjeH-  Yes^  1  have. 

Anf.  No;  you  Jjiave  ilot  fo  received  him,  as  to  let 
all  go  for  him.  .  Why  fo?  becaufe  he  alone  will  be 
bleUednef»»  but  he  is  not  fo  lo  thee;  O  therefore  let 
all  go  now;. you  mud  part  with  Ghrift,  or  all  thefe 
things.  Which  will  ye  do?  If  with  Chrift  you  can- 
not find  him  in  thefe  things;  but  if  you  part  with  thefe- 
things^  then  you  Ihali  find  theni  all  in  him. 

ObjeSt^  But  he  will  have  none  of  me. 

Anf.  I.  He  cries  down  thy  laying  out  money  for 
what  is  not  bread* 

2.  He  promifcs  to  give  thee  drink,  now,  and  here* 
after* 

CHAP-    XIX.    g£Gt.   1;       •  ' 

Sbemngi  '^^^  ^^^^  J^^^^  €*\joy  Cbrift  hereafter^  bns 
tbofi  tbaf  are  prepared  k>re. 

Ver.  loi  They  that  'ofere  ready^ 

tbf.  1*  npHOSB  only  Who  are  ready  atid  prfeparfed 
-*-  in  this  life  for  Chrift,  ihall  enjpy  eteirnal' 
wd  immediate!  c«>mmunion  with  Chrift ;  thofe  only 
who  are  fitted  fliall  partake  of  his  fellowfliip:  for  of  all - 
rhcfc.- Virgins  (though  many  of  them  were  otherwife 
^ty  well  quali^ed)  only  thofe  which  wefe  ready^  did* 
enter  in  with  the;,  bridegroom,  which  readinefs  in  thefe 
ivife  vifgins,  wa&  not»  nor  is  not,  any  Popiih  prepara- 
iion,  either  meritorious,  or  congruous,  or  wrought  by 
ihe  power  of  corrupted  or  adorned  nature;  but  divine 
and  glorious,  wrought,  by  the  power  of  Chrift,  out  of 
Itis  eter;ial  kve  to  the  vcffels'cf  glory,  as  aji  antecc- 
(^i  dent, 
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dent,  not' moving  caufc  of  this  eternal  felIowft5p»* 
the  firll  degree  of  our  refufreftioo  i«rith  CbriR,  W 
ix.  23.  **-  Vcffels  of  glory  prepared  unto  ^orjf 
farae  word  which  is  ufcd  here:  there  are  nrafB* 
bath  appointed  all  men  to;  cither  to  be  vc^efsofi 
who  are  thofe?  verfe  22.  **  Thofe  ^lat  a/e  fo 
deftniftion  ;'*  others -of  glory,  who  arc  th^'fc?  " 
**  ps^red  uat'>  glory,'*  2  Gor.  v.  5.  with  8*  How 
Paul,  and  all  the  faints  to  know,  and  groan  frrtr 
out  of  the  b»)dy,  and  to  break  the  cage,  and  to  bt 
the  L  >rd  !  one  reafon  is,  they  arc  wrought,  and©' 
cd,  and  fafhioned  f^r  that  condition  by  the  W« 
merciful  God,  even  as  one  may  know  whatTciys«* 
for  efpecial  ufe,  by  their  metal,  and  curious eflgn^ 
ings  upon  them. 

SEC  X.      II. 

J^eafon  I.  BECAUSE  all  men's  fouls  are  a«8J 
ly  unfit,  and  unprepared  to  enjoy  communion  »* 
Chrill,  it  is  faid.  Rev.  xxi.  27.  **  Nothing  enters ifr 
•*  to  the  new  Jerufalem  t)n  earth,  which  is  unclrt 
•'  and  defiletb;"  and,  Heb.  xii.  14.  *'  Without  b* 
*'  nefs  no  man  fliill  fee  Gd.''  N^w.-naturalM 
nep  are  defiled,  and  unclean  vefFels,  anduudcf* 
power  of  their  fins,  loathing  angels'  food,  the  pace* 
Chrift,  and  weary  of  the  fellowlhip  of  Chrift;  tndthtf^ 
fore  they  muft  be  prepared  for  the  Lord  firll;  this* 
one  reafon  why  preparation  to  every  holy  duty  is  ne«* 
ful,  and  fo  needful,  that  let  men  perform  atiyb* 
duty,  wherein  they  draw  near  to  Chrift  withoot  ab^ 
prepared,  Pfal.  x.  17.  their  performances  arc  rep 
ed,  or  not  bleffed ;  and  hence  Rehoboam,  thought 
did  maintain  the  worfliip  of  God  at  Jcrofalcm,  **]^ 
'*  he  prepared  not  his  heart,"  2  Chron.  xii.  14-  *f 
hence  Heaekiah  mourns,  and  begt  pardon  for  ** 
•'  That  he  is  not  (o  purified  according  tothcponl^' 
•*  tion  of  the  fanduary .»     Now  if  to  a  holy  duty, «» 
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cotiimupton  with  Chrift  here,  this  is  needful;  f^re  eyes 
cannot  behold  the  fun  without  grief;  iick  bodies  loath 
<ht  belt  food;  if  the  Lord  fliould  let  a  carnal  heart  in- 
to heaven  with  that -heart  ht  hath,  and  not  change  his 
Mature,  be  would  not  Hay  there  if  he  could  efcapc;  bat 
having  a  fwiniih  nature,  he  woulxi  be  in  his  mire  again; 
and  the  government  of  Chrift  being  a  bondage  to  him\ 
he  would  break  bonds,  and  break  his  prtfon,  if  he 
knew  where  to  fly  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord ;  and 
hence  no  work  fo  wearifome  as  ChriiVs  now,  no  time 
to  uncomfortable  and  tedious  as  abiding  under  Chrill's 
wings  in  his  ordinances  now.  i  Cor.  xv.  50.  '*  If 
*'  flclh  and  blood  cannot  enter  into  the  kingduxii  of 
**hea*eii,  ifiuch^lefs  Corruption." 

Reafon  2.  In  -regard  of  the  rich  grace  and  wifdom  *' 

of  his  love  towards  his  people;  for  who  fees  not,  but 

that  it  is  a  curfc  to  be  utiready,  as  thele  foolilli  virgins 

who  were  therefore  fliut  out!   O  therefore  it  is  grace 

and  mercy  to  make  ready,  and  indeed  an   anfv,~er  to 

prayers,  and  a  comfort  againft  all  fears  of  the  faints,  . 

.who  are  then  defirous  to  be   with  the  Lord  when  they 

are  indeed  ready;  readinefs  for  Chrill  doth  n(/t.deftroy 

grace,  but  being  a  fruit  of  God's  grace,  advanceth  it. 

Rom.  ix.  23.  the  apoftle  makes  it  the  firft  fruit  of  glo-  ^ 

ry,  that  the  faints  are  prepared  unto  glory ;"  glory  of 

ajiercy  is  the  end,  preparcdnefs   thereto  is  the  means, 

or  way   leading  to  that  end;  if  G <>d  appoints  the  end, 

his  wifdom  lead?  alfo  firft  to  the  means  which  lead  at 

lad  to  the  end;  if  out  of  his  rich  grace  he  appoints  the 

end,  out  of  the  fame  grace  by  this   other,  he  leads  to 

this- end;  and  tho*  yofc  think  it  not  now   grace,  you 

fllall  fay  it  is  fo  another  day,  when  with  tlicfe  foolilh 

virgins,    you   fliall   fay,  '*  O   that  1  were  ready  !^*  I 

know  not  ahnoft  which  is  greateft  love^  to  prepare  for 

glory,  or  to  bring  into  the  poffcffiun  of  it;  to  ruske  a 

yeflel  of  poifonous  drofs  a  veffel  of  gold,  or  when  it  is 

&}^  to  fill  it?  for  the  Lord  to  look  uprn  a  man   when 

be  is  in  his  blpod^  and  then  to  wafh  him ;  when  a  itau 

0.3     '  is 
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is  as  water  fpilt  upon  the  ground,  and  a  brokon  vcffd, 
pf  no  ufe  now  fyr'the  Lord  to  pity,  and  fie  for  ufc  itk 
exceeding  rich  grace. 

Reafon  3.  In  regard  of  the  honour  of  the  i-ord  Jc- 
fus;  it  was  one  part  of  the  honour  of  Chrift,  to  have 
Jof^n  go  before  him;  aiid  Luke  i.  17.  **  To  prepare  1 
*'  people  ready  for  the  L  >rd  :**  As  it  is  part  of  a 
prince's  honour  to  have  his  bride  ready,  and  attiral 
to  welcome  and  entertain  him,  whca  he  Ihall  rctura 
to  her,  ihe  owes  this  honour  to  him,  and  he  expefis 
this  honour  from  her;  fo  the  Lord  Jefus  deferveythis 
honour  from  all  his  people  to  be  in  readinefs  for  him. 
Suppofe  thefis  virgins  had  turned  harlots,  and  gone  8- 

^  y/horing  from  him  till  his  very  coming,  and  then  had 
been  taken  in,  what' might  the  world  think?  doth  be 
love  the  fcllowfhip  of  harlots?  for  a  man's  heart  to  ^ 

.  a-whoring  from  the  Lord,  after  the  world,  or  lulls, 
to  die  fo,  is  to  difgrace  the  Lord  Jcfus;  and  hence, 
Phil.  iii.  17.  to  the  end,  there  are  two  forts  of  men 
profeffing  godlinefs;  forae  mind  *'  earthly  things,* 
others  look  and  mind  **  a  Saviour  from*  heaven;'* 
the  one  difgrace  Chrift,  and  are  enemies  to  him ;  and 
hcnde  Paul  weeps  for  them  ;  'the  other  are  his  friends: 
And  are  princes  fo  far  rcfpeded  as  all  things  arc  ready 
for  them?  and  is  the  Lord  worthy  of  no  foch  refpeft, 
jfo  as  that  his  people  Iho^uld  be  unready?  No,  know  it 
as  hefaid,  Mai.  i.  *^  He  is  a  great  King.'* 

The  particulars  wherein  this  readinefs  conCfis,  I 
have  fpoken  of  in  the  firft  p^rt  of  the  parable,  and 
Ihall  now  only.fppak  of  xhem  in  the  fubfequcnt  ufcs. 

SECT.    IIL 

Ufe  I.  OF  terror  and  alloniftiment  of  heart,  to  all 
thofe  that  are  wholly  unready,  that  hevc  no  readinefs 
at  all  to  meet,  or  to  have  fellowfhip  with  the  Lord 
Jefus;  if  tliofe  that  are  ready  be  received^  in,  thca 
thofe  that  be  unready,  fhall  be  fliut  out. 
' Thetc 
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•  There  is  k  number  aniong  rs,  young  and  old,  of  ail 
j!on3  aloioll  among  us,  ihat  fvv  arm  up  ami  down  towns, 
and  woods,  and  fields,  whofe  care  and  work  hitherto 
hath  been  like  bees,  only  to  get.  honey  to  their  o\va 
hive,  only  to  live  here  comfortably  witb  their  houfcs, 
and    lots,  and  viftuals,  and  fine  clothes,  &jc.  but' not  ■ 
to  live  hereafter  eternally.     Suppofe  the  Lord  ihould  . 
llop  -thy  breath,  and  cut  thee  oft*,  what  would  became' 
.of  thee?    I  trull  to    God's   mercy,    Ihope  I  Ihould 
go  to  Chriil,  though  1  am   not  alTured;  but  are  yoii' 
ready  forChrill?  yes, I  hope  I  am;  Opoor  wretch!  why 
doll  thou  hope  fo?  if  thou  never  hadll  one  hour's  feri- 
ous  thoughts,  what  will  become  of  me  ?  or  how  Ihall  . 
1  be  ready?  feeling  ihy  unread^cfs  add  unfilhcfsAlrene- 
unto.     Or  if  thou  haft  had  any  thoughts,  never  wall  J 
pwffclled  with  any  ftrong  fears  of  eternity,  and  tepara- 
tion  from  theL'>rd  Jefus,  which  hath  damptthy  mirth,' 
and  funk  thy  heart,   and  perplexed  thy  ihoughfs,  and 
made  thee  think  wiih  terror  upon  thy  confcicnce;  M^hac» 
willbecomt  of  me?  nor  made-  thee^defirous  to  aflc  o-. 
thers  that  quefiion,  as  it  i$  commonly  one  of  the  firft, 
though  but  a  cammon  wcrk,  to  think  of  dying  prclent-' 
ly  :   1  have  lived  long   without  Gi<l  and  Chriil  in  thcr- 
world,  tmd  die»I  muft  flxortly,  and  what  will  become 
of  me  then  ?  #  -  i  » 

But  you  have  flejU  quietly  enough  in  the  nigU,  and' 
fung  care  away,  and  caft  fear,  away  in  the  day^  and 
thy  heart  never  had  one  hour's  fit.  of  ihaking  anfl 
trembling  at  eternity  to  come,  when  it  is  the  natuce  of 
true  fear,  ever  to  have  the  eye  upon  what  it  fears/ 
till  it  is  taken  away  ;  «nd  if  di£culty  attend  the  fame„ 
to  remove  it;  it  cannot  be  quiet,  but  will-cry  fop 
help,  if  piffiblyhelp  may  be  had;  this  you  never  did; 
no,"  thou  nerer  Jiadlb  fo  much  as  thefe  fooliih  virgins; 
viz»  to  be  ^awakentd  at  all,  but  a  fpirit  of  flumber  hath, 
been  upon  thee;  God  hath  gi^en  thee  eyes,  but  ih<m 
canlt  tiot  fee;  ears,  and  thou  canft  not  hear;  thou  fay  ft 
fu  may  be)  tliatthoa  doft  hope  thou  art  prepared;  ?klasl 

0^4  thou 
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thou  haft  not  a  virgin's  name,  much  lefs  nature,  fl^ 
doll  iho\i  ii'it  dtferve  it  neither;  tht>u  hall  not  furfaksa 
thy  loofe  company,  nor  yet  come  to  the  comfttny  of 
the  wife,  neither  doll  th  >u  dcfire  it,  or  think  ihyfelf 
unworthy  af  it ;  thy  lamp  is  out;  nay  thou  never  ha4| 
any  light  at  all.  never  madell  prifeffim  at  all,  as  if 
one  ready  fi»r  Chrill;  but  O  poor  wretch,  all  is  yet  U 
d>  with  thee!  iffo,  then  remember  that  if  ihoo  dkft 
n  »w,  thou  flialt  never  haV6  communion  with  Jelus 
Chrift  in  glory, 

SECT.    IV. 

OijeB.  WHAT  if  I  have  not? 
t.      Anf.  I  know  it  is  the  mifery  of  men,  tbcy  can  make 
nothing  of  this  till  tUey  fe^I  it:  but  two  things  I  vviU 
fay, 

1.  D  >  but  conflder,  what  if  thou  ihouldft  be  depriv«« 
ed  <.f  the  light  of  the  fun;  nay,  only  of  bread,  only 
that  one  creature,  and  have  cluthes,  fun,  friends,  ail 
(ither  htefliigs  but  that;  would  it  net  be  a  woe  with  a 
witn^fs,  would  it  not  cut  9  'man's  heart  to  hear  bim 
cry,  bread,  bread,  a  little  bread  for  the  Lord's  fake,  t^ 
ftive  ray  lifer !  there  is  but  a  dr()p  of  tfce  fvveetnefs  of 
Ciirift  in  that.  O  vihat  a  mifeur  will  it  be  to  pine'a- 
wuy,  and  fanufli  under  wrath  in  chains  of  darkneis, 
and  to  cry,  O  a  little  refreftiing  from  the  prefence  of 
Ghrift,  and  canft  not  get  it,  but  to  live  ever  t  rment* 
ed  with  >ut  that,  when  thy  foul  Ihall  cry.  Lord  thw 
l.»r)g  have  I  been  tormented  without  ti\ee,  till  my  fpirits 
are  weary,  and  my  heart. faint;  now,  O  now  a  little 
mercy, — O  no* 

2.  That  though  thou  feed  it  no  great  matter  tf>  be 
feparatcd    fr^m  Gtirift   now,    yet  when   the   heavens 

filial  I  be  in  a  filming  fire,  and  the  earth  fliall  give  up 
tiie  dead  that  be  in  it,  and  C'lrill  (hall  appear  in  infi- 
nite gl'ry,  admired  of  angels,  blelTed  of  faipts,  crown- 
ed of  God,  comfjriing  his  ele£l,  "  Come,  O.cnmc  y^ 

♦^bleffed;'^ 
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^^btefledr^  then  you  (hall  think  this  feparation  fume* 
tbtng«  O  that  you  would  nt^w  go  home  and  niourn^ 
aad  look  up  to  the  Lord,  that,  he  would  make  thee  a 
ready,  veflel  of  honour,  and  acknowledge  it  is  righteous 
with  him,  if  he  fhould  never  do  it.    ' 

S  E  G  T.    V.      ' 

Vfe  2.  IT  is  of  examination  to  all  the  virgina; 
Would  you  know.wheiher  the  Lord  will  bring  you  to 
eternal  fellowihip  with  him?  are  you  ready  for  him« 
made  fit  to  live  with  him  or  no  ?  for  here  only  thofe 
which  are  ready,  are  received  in;  the  foolifli  virgins 
did  lie  fo  long  afleep,  that  little  did  they  think  they 
^ere  unready,  until  the  bridegroom  came,  and  it  was  ^ 
too  late.  It  is  the  condition  of  many  at  this  day,  that 
little  dream  of  their  fepa  ati  m  from  Chrift,  and  yet 
ihall  lie  when  he  comes;  but  they  have  fome  hopea 
and  affarance;  they  look  to  meex  the  bridegroom  when 
he  (hail  come,  and  fn  fall. into  a  fweet  ilc^ep;  a  com*^ 
lurtable  conditi.m  until  the  Lord's  coming  pfrts  them 
up:»n  more  narrow  fearching  than  ever  before;  that 
which  many  think  gold  now,  ihall  be  found  hay  and. 
bubble,  and  cenfumed  to  nothing  at  the  coming  of 
Ghrifl;  thercfure  fcarch  now. 

I  know  there  is  many  a  gracious  foul  is  read}^  fea/a 
to  flip  in  at  the  paffage  over  that  narrciw  bridge,  be*> 
iwcen  life  and  death,  this  end  of  time,  and  beginning 
of  eternity^  apd  loath  I  am  to  fad  any ;  but,  hear  what 
I  (hall  n«'W  fay  in  fear;  when  there  are  thefc  three 
things  in  the  i'oul,  then  it  is  ready ;  whiles  ^ny  are 
ivaating,  it  is  unready;  and  by  thefe.try.yourfelves, 

S  E  C  T.    VI. 

T.  WHEN  the  foul,  thefpo^fe  of  Chrift,  is  made 
lovely  by  its  wedding  garment^  the  royal  robe  of  bi^ 
PWd  righteoufntfs  in  the  eyes  of  ChriH;  for  thi?  bride^ 

groom 
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^oora,  thotigh  he  fiftds  his  fpoufe  filthy,  yet  hebeuig 
glorious  and  lavely  himfelf,  makes  it  lovely  and  glori- 
ous, EpI).  v^  25,  26.  A  queen  fit  for  the-feUowlhipof 
this  King  of  kings,  and  thorov  this  righteoufnefs 
(though  orhcrwiic  weak  and  vile,  yet)  the  objefl  of  bis 
and  the  Father's  infinite  and  endlefs  delight  in  heaven- 
'  ly  glo'^y  J  ^^'^  i^  's  f^^  Zech.  iii*  i,  2,  3,  4,  5.  2  Cor. 
V.  2,  3,  Without  this  righteoufnefs,  there  is  oothing 
but  ihameful  nakednefs  in  the  beft;  fo  as  the  foul  with 
Adam,  will  rather  feek  bottoms  of  mountains  fo  hide 
k  from  Chriil,  than  to  appear  before  iiim.  Now  ex*' 
amine  you  faints;  time  was,  that  fin  was  no  ibameto 
tfaee,  though  thou  didft  wallow  in  that  vomit,  atid  livedft 
in  it,  and  Hvedll  by  it  as  by  thy  trade ;  or  if  the  Lord 
did  keep  and  cleanfe  you  from  foul  fins,  and  that  yott 
could  pray,  and  forrow,  and  know  and  remember  whaf 
you  heard,  and  had  fome  good  aSe^ions,  now  yon 
Were  tome  body  in  your  own  eyes,  and  it  may  be  yon 
thought  if  you  died  then,  you  Should  gd  to  heayen,  and 
Ghrift  m^ift  Deeds  fave  you;  who  thould  he  fave  elfe? 
but  now^the  Lord  hath  made  thee  poor  in  ipirii,  and 
afliamed;  nay,  the  Lord  hath  made  thee  lie  down  con- 
founded, becaufe  of  all  thy  Ihanic,  before  him;,  and  the 
Lord  hath  made  thee  fee  a  glory,  a  rifmg  lun  in  Chrift't 
righteoufnefs,  which  the  gdfpel  hath  brought  to  light; 
though  thou  wert  a  pck)r,  naked,  cotidemned,  viJe 
creature;  yet  the  Lord  hftth  made  thee  feek  for  it,  fo 
as  to  edecm  all  things  lofs  to  be  found  there,  and 
new  here  is  all  thou  haft  to  t^l^ry  in,  as  that  which 
may  make  thee  lovely  in  the  Fati^er's  fight;  and  here 
the  Lord  hath  quieted  thy  confcieace,  and  heart  alfo; 
be  not  difcouraged,  «or  afraid  to  ftand  before  the  Lord, 
if  he  ihould  fend  for  thee  this  nijfht;  for  though  thou 
art  vile  in  thine  own  eye^j  yet  the  Lord  looks  upoa 
thee  as  lovely. 

.  The  apoftle  makes  Ji  qu^ftiofi,  why  the  Oemtles 
are  juftified,  and  not  the  Jewrs,  Rotn.  ix.  30,  31,  he 
aafwera  it^  verie  32.  viz*  \*_  They  f<Might  it  by  tiic 

*!  works 
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**  Works  of  the  law;^*  but  if  it  be  otbcrwif45  with  thee» 
that  in  Ghrift  thy  righteoufnefs  and  ftrengtb  is>  tireti 
thou  maycft  glory;  fa  that  now  thou  ftialt  have  peace 
again;  againft  all  tke  condemning  of  confcience,  Satan 
and  God  himfelf. 

But  have  you^feen  your  nakednefs,  known,  and  flx)od 
convinced  of  your  vilenefs,  and  have  heard  the  voice 
of  Ood  condemning  thee  for  thy  finful,  though  civil 
life,  and  been  afraid,  and  hereupon  you  have  reformed 
your  life,  lamented  your  cotirfe,  fct  upon  fome  duties^ 
gone  to  Chrift  for  ftrength  againft  fome  corruptions, 
and  you  have  had  it,  and  you  have  looked  about  you, 
and  been  ready  to  fay.  If  the  Lord  faves  not  me,  who 
fliould  he?  and  fo  have  fewed  thcfc  leaves  and  fkins  to- 
gether to  cover  your  fliame ;  and  tiow  you  are  well, 
being  ftrangers  to  this  true  righteoufnefs,  you  fliall 
never  fee  the  Lord  in  peace,  if  you  die  thus.  Or  if 
thus,  you  fee  not  Chrill  to  be  all,  fin  is  net  your  Ihame, 
but  you  ly  in  it,  and  hoiinefs  is  not  your  glory ;  and 
hence  you  efteem  it  not;  but  it  is  a  common  thing  to 
you,  if  that  was,  then  it  would  be  your  glory  to  be 
like  Chrift,  and  to  live  to  him:  Know  it,  thou  art  not 
yet  ready,  for  thou  only  feeA  the  garmeftt,  and  you 
catch  at  it,  but  the  Lord  helps  you  not  by  faith  ti 
put  it  on.  .   .' 

SECT.     VIL 

•  2.  WHEN  the  ft^ul  is  filled  with  the  Spiritof  Chrift; 
when  there  is  not  only  fome  of  the  workings  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  foul,  but  the  foul  is  filled  with  the  Spirit; 
for  this  was  the  wound  of  the  fooliih  virgins,  they  had 
lamps,  outward  pfofcffion,  and  glorious,  whichi  was  ^ 
work  of  the  Spirit,  and  fome  dipping  of  their  wick  in 
the  oil,  fome  lighter  foperficial  changes,  and  worksr  of 
grace  in  their  hearts ;  they  had  not  oil  in  their  veffcl^ 
they  had  not  plent}'  and  fulnefs  of  the  Spirit ;  fome  un- 
ripe cart  there  were,  but  not  foil;  and  hence  thcjr 
.  '        "*  '  were 
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were  to  buy  when  the  Lord  Jefus  came;  but  the  mik 

had. 

The  blood  and  righteoofnefs  of  Cbrtft,  ever  brio^ 
the  plenty  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl;  hence,  2  Cur.  v.  5. 
•*  Earned  of  the  Spirit.*' 

I  fpeak  not  now  of  extraordinary  fulnefs,  which  pm> 
phets  and  apoilles  had,  nor  of  that  fulncfs  which  is  ia 
glory,  as  if  we  mull  have  that  here;  but  of  that  whick 
the  faints  attain  to  in  this  life,  every  one  ace  rdingto 
his  need  and  meafure  of  capablenefs  of  the  fanoc;  die 
Spirit  of  love  is  not  dropt,  but  Ihed  into  the  heart;  the 
Spirit  of  God  in  them,  is  not  a  Spirit  of  fame  light  af- 
feftion.  but  of  ^*  eternal  life,'*  Rom.  viii.  2,  3.  The 
fpirit  of  mourning  doth  not  only  drip  upon  tuem,  but 
*'  it  is  poured  down  upon  them;'*  Zech.  xii.  10.  cfae 
Spirit  of  wifdom  doth  not  only  give  them  light  and 
knowledge,  .b"t  "  marvellous  light/*  i  Pet.  ii.  9. 

I  have  opened  this  at  large;  only  three  figos  now  I 
ihall  give  you  to  difcem  this  Spirit  by* 

SECT.    VIII. 

I.  THIS  Spirit  and  fulnefs  of  it,  the  faints  aotonlf 
pray  for,  but  they  follovf  tlicir  prayers  to  Chrift,  on* 
til  their  fouls  are  fweetly  fatisfied  with  it,  and  fo  it  t* 
bides  daily  fatisfying  their  hearts.  Johniv.  14.  **Tbc 
•*  water  I  fhall  give  fhall  be  a  fpring,  fo  as  the  foal 
•'  (hall  not  ihirft  ^fter  more  grace;"  1.  e.  with  a  tor- 
menting thirft ;  not  after  the  world;  the  grace  of  Goi 
and  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  heart  is  fo  f^eet,  that  the 
ibulfaitb,  O  it  is  enough,  O  if  my  foul  mi^ht  ever 
be  thus  near  the  Lord,  endeared  to  him,  walking  ihu* 
humbly,  thankfully,  cheerfully  with  him,  this  fliouid 
be  all  my  defire;  and  hence,  Johaxiv.  i6.  it  is  called 
^'  the  Comforter,'*  which  dwells  in  them,  and  is  kn  wa 
by  them,  the  world  knows  it  not.  Now  here  is  the 
wound  of  others,  they  have  the  Spirit  convincing;  tbeo 
of  emptinefsy  v^xkry^  nakednefs,  and  tbby  lie  h,  aod 

,      tie/ 
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ihey  defire;  but  as  Solomon  faith,  Prov.  xiii.  4,  **  They 
•'  are  forfaken  of  the  Spirit,  before  they  find  him  to  be 
•*  a  Comforier  quenching  their  thirfty  dcfires,  making 
•*them  to  feel  the  fweeinefs  of  his  prefence,  of  his 
•*  grace.*'  Ifa.  Iviii.  li.  There  were  diivcrs  that  did 
pray,  faft,  draw  near  to  God,  and  did  delight  in  it» 
but  they  felt  not  what  they  defired  at  all ;  there  were 
fome  lulls,  their  fouls  were  lean,  and  like  parched 
defarts;  but  when  the  heart  is  indeed  humbled,  the 
fpirit  comes  in,  and  makes  the  bones  fat,  and  like  a 
watered  garden;  O  therefore  take  heed  you  give , not 
over,  till. the  Lord  pour  out  in  thy  empty  Iieart  cf  the 
*f\ilnefs  of  his  grace, 

•  2.  This  Spirit  ever  keeps  a  man  poor  and  vile  in 
his  own  eyes,  and  empty.  Take  a  man  that  hath  no 
knowledge,  nor  tafte  of  God's  grace,  while  he  finds 
ignorance,  he  may  pray,  and  be  diligent  in  ufe  of 
raeans,  and  full  of  life;  but  when  he  hath  got  fome 
knowledge,  and  can  difcourfe  pretty  well,  arid  hath 
fome  taftes  of  the  heavenly  gift,  fome  fweet  elapfes  of 
^ace,  and  fo  his  confcience  is  pretty  well  quieted,  and 
if  he  hath  got  f(»me  anfwer  to  his  prayers,  and  ^hath 
fweet  affections,  he  fi[rows  full,  and  having  eafe  to  his 
Confcience,  cal\s  off  fenfe,  and  daily  groaning  under 
fin:  and  hence  the  Spirit  of  prayer  dies,  he  lofcs  his 
cfteem  of  God's  ordinances,  feels  not  fuch  need  of  them, 
<^rgets  no  good,  feels  no  life  and  power  by  them;  and 
whereas  before  he  could  catch  at  every  word,  and 
mourn  when  he  found  the  Lord  paffed  By*  him,  and 
fpcak  never  a  good  word  to  him:  now  no  fuch  trouble 
becaafc  he  is  full.  This  is  the  wofal  condition  of  fume, 
but  yet  they  know  it  not;  but  now.he  that  is  filled  with 
the  Spirit,  the  Lofd  empties  him,  and  the  longer  he 
lives,  fo  that  others  thinks  he  needs  not  much  grace;' 
yet  he  accounts  himfelf  the  pooreft,  and  feels  a  need 
of  every  truth  of  God,  and  ordinance  of  God;  his  fia 
(it  is  true)  continues,  it  is  ftot  quite  abolifhed,  and 
his  fighlng  within  himfelf  Continues  alfo  to  hiis  grave. 

Ifa* 
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Ifaiah  IviK  i  j.  *»  Poor,"  and  yet  the  Lord  dwells 
there ;  how  can  thcfe  ftaiid  together  ?  very  well  in  thofe 
who  are  the  Lord's. 

3.  This  Spirit  conges  ia  that  fulnefs,  as  that  it  fo 
purifies  the  heart  of  fin  and  felf,  as  that  it  makes  the 
loul  fet  itfelf  for  God,  as  bis  laft  end  and  happinds, 
and  fo  as  that  the  work  of  Chrift  is  his  bldtedneis* 
2  Tim.  ii.'zo,  21.  "  He  that  purgeth  himfclf  frosa 
•*  thefc  things,  is  a  veffel  of  honour,  and  fit-  for  his 
••  Mafter's  ufe/^^    It  is  with  fomc  fouls,  as  it  is  with 
fomc  drdfly  vciFels,  they  are  put  out  of  the  fire^  and 
they  are  taken  ouc  before  their  drofs  is  removed^  or 
they  melted,  or  if  mefted,  yet  not  faftiioned  for  ufe, 
even  to  every  good  work;  fo  fome  have  great  troubles 
without  and  within;  now  the  fire  goes  out, 'or  they 
get  ou»  of  the  fire ;  viz.  the  trouble,  before  their  drofs 
is  removed,  or  their  fmful  natures  be  changed ;  or  if 
'  they  bs  melted,  yet  JChey  are.  not  falhioaed,  and  fram- 
ed  for  their  Maftcr^s  ufe  only;  they -are  for  their  owa- 
ufe,  and  their  lolls  ufe,  and  feek  thcmfelves  in  all  they 
do,  but  not  for  tlje  Lord's  ufe;  it  is^not  their  life  to 
live  with   God.     Promifes   are  fweet*  and  Chrift  is 
fweet^  and  heaven  is  fweet;  but  the  work  of  C3iriftta 
.  be  of  ufe  for  Chrift,  this  is  not  their  blifs:  1  know 
faints  fall  Ihort  here  much,  and  feck  themfelves ;  bat 
yet  their  hearts  are  prepared,  faftiioned,  fet  for  this 
end,  and  they  through  the  help  of  the  Spirit,  refine    I 
themfelves  for  the  Lord;  that  when  fin  deiires  them     I 
to  ferve  it,  No,  (their  anfwer  is)  I  am  no  debtor  nor 
Icrvaot^to  you;  I  have  lived  too  long  to  you  already,     i 
I  am  now  the  Lord^ls,  and  for  the  Lord !  O  that  I 
might  have  that  honour  as  to  be  employed  for  him; 
Ifayiintoyou,  the  Lord  hath  here  illed  you,  and 
fitted  you  for  his  ufe ;  and  you  may  be  comforted*. 

SECT. 
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SECT:    IX. 

'     3.  WHErN  the  foul  is  recovered  out  oCthjit  fecurityv 
which  ufuaUy  befalls  raen  after  feme  time  offirftaf-. 
feftion  and  profeifion,  in  that  nieafurc»  as  that  now  it 
lives  unto  the  Lord  in  a  daily   waiting  for  him,  and 
longing  for  him,  vvhei>  the  Lord  fees  it  meet  to  come 
•and  take  him  to  hirafelf.     For. all  thefe  virgins, fell  a- 
fleep,  after  they  came  out.t6  meet  the  bridegroom  wiih 
their  burning  lamps;  and  not  only  the  fooliih,  but  the 
wife  alfo  flept.     Now  I  alk  you.  Do  ,you  think,  they 
were  ready  then  for  the  Lord  ?  No,  not  until  they  were 
awakened  again,  and  the  wife  had  gt^t  their  Umps 
burning  again,  and  waiting  for  him;  but  yet  |he  fool-, 
ifti  had  got  not  only  no  light  to  their  lamps,  but  oil 
was  wanting  alfo  to  their  veffels;  fo  it  is  here. 

Time  hath  been,  that  the  Lord  hath  awakened  yoi^ 
with  fears  and  terrors  about  your  ftate,  and  you  have- 
got  into  the  affemblages  of  the  faints  together,  and. 
kept  company  with  them,  and  you  have  efcaped  the^ 
outward  pollutions  of  the  world,  and  defilements  qf 
God's  worihip  and  ferviccs,  and  you  have  feen  the  in- 
fufficicncy  of  all  duties,  and  it  is'Chrift  you  bave» 
looked  after,  and  prayed  for,  and  got  fonie  peace  and, 
comfort  that  he  is  yours,  and  have  looked  to  meet  him>. 
hoped  if  you  die,  that  you  (hould  be  faved;  biit  have 
you  not  fallen  into  a  fecure  frame. again,  both  wife  and, 
foolifh?  have  you  not  turned  prodigals,  and  fpent,  and 
loft  all,  after  you  have  had  your  portions?  if  pot^ 
thank  God,  be  not  high  minded,  but  fear;  for  very- 
few,  but  after  fulnefs  fall  afleep;  and  after  they  have, 
had  fome  peace  of  confcience,  they  fall  to  enter  into, 
ibme  peace,  if  not  with  fame  foul  open  fms,  yet  fome 
truce  with  fome  lelTer  fecret  fins,  and  if  their  oil  be  not 
fpent,  theii?  forroAvs  fpent  in  fc^rrowing,  their  trouble 
fpent  in  trouble,  their  defires  Ippnt  in  deliring  (as  wa-. 
tor  fpend^  away  itfelf  inruonin^oi^t  cf  a  ciilern,  no^ 

cut 
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out  of  a  rprinis;)  yet  their  light  hath  pne  out;  the 
beauty  of  thy  profeifl.tn  is  (ft  may  be)  loll,  that  heat  and 
life  is  gone  which  others  faw,  and  ,you  faw  much 
more:  are  you  ready  now  ?  and  though  you  may  have 
Ibrae  awakenings,  yet  are  they  fo  far  as  to  caufe  yoa 
to  get  up,  and  kindle  your  lamps,  and  wait  for  ihc 
bridegroom  ?  If  it  be  fo  that  ftill  you  keep  ileeping, 
and  have  not  your  lamps  ready  trimmed,  then  you  arc 
juft  as  all^  the  foolilh  virgins  were,  before  the  07 
came. 

S  E  C  T.    X. 

QjEsT.  BUT  may  not  a  godly  man  die  in  a  declio- 
ing,  decaying,  fecure  frame? 

Anf.  I.  He  may  die  in  an  uncomfortable  frame, 
without  great  peace  of  Confcience;  for  f  metiraes  a 
ilian's  lamp  may  ftiinc  brighteft,  when  his  peace  is 
Jieaft;  but  the  more  prayer,  the  more  fearchings  and 
waftiing  of  heart  is  then  to  be  attended;  a  g'dly  man 
may  die  mourning  for  ought  I  kn  iw,  and  the  L'  rd  give 
hi'm  his  garment  c»f  g<adnefs  in  heaven,  fi^r  the  fpirit 
of  heavinefs  here  on  earth;  becaufe  though  he  kfcth 
the  comfort  of  his  eftate,  yet  not  the  fafety  of  it,  be- 
caufe he  dies  under  the  wings  of  a  promife;  fo  that 
though  he  dies  uncomrortably,  yet  not  fecurely. 

2.  He  may  die  to  his  feeling  in  fuch  a  frame,  poof 
ifnd  c  ntfite;  f«>r  growing  in  the  fenfe  of  emptincfs, 
is  not  decaying  in  the  being  or  p'»wer  of  holincfs;  the 
Lord  is  now  preparing  of  him  to  hon  >ur  his  grace,  wbca 
he  doth  not  help  him  to  honour  his  will  in  thatcalarg- 

-ednefs  of  heart  to  it  as  he  would,  fo  that  hit  foul  is 
not  decaying. 

3.  But  yet  I  do  not  know  that  the  Lord  lets  his 
people  die  ordinarily  in  a  withering  condition,  efpecial- 
ly  if  ii  appear  fo  to  others  of  his  difccrning  fervants) 
the  Lord  will  fend  forae  cry  to  awaken  his  (er* 
vaots  before  he  comes  to  them,  ofir  thej  entcr'iatff 

the 
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the  mdrrisige  with  him  !  I  will  allow  fome  itnufual 
exceptions  ap;ainft  general  fules^  and  put  in  Afa  fof 
one»  and  leave  fecrets  with  God )  but  ordinarily  tbo. 
Lord  doth  not  let  his  dear  fervants  die  in  a  ibttiih 
fecure  iUte  :  When  Sanipfon's  locks  are  cut^  and  hia 
Arength  loil,  he  fhall  lie  in  the  mill  until  they  he 
grown  again  before  he  dies  ^  and  Solomon  may  run 
fiot,  but  he  (hall  proclaifn  his  folly  to  all  agea  in  the 
world  for  it,  in  Ecclef.  before  he  dies.  £ph4  v.  ^6,  27* 
•'  Chfift  preferits  his  church  without  wrinkle  j"  you 
are  to  be  prcfented  by  Chrift  to  the  Father,  and  to  be 
fet  before  Chrift  without  wrinkle,  without  witheringsi 
and  decays  ^  if  he  loves  you,  he  will  waih  you,  that 
^you  may  be  fo« 

S  £  C  T.    XL 

^eft.  BUT  muft  they  be  fa  fai*  awakened,  as  to 
Vrait  for  the  Lord«  and  defire  to  be  with  hi<m^  having 
^ot  veiTels  full,  and  lamps'burning  ? 

Anf*  Yds,  in  Jomo  meafare  at  leaft  j  for  there  aVe 
awaketiings  to  the  life  of  duties  in  this  world j  by 
the  one  the  foul  is  faifed  out  of  this  world  to  the  Lord 
in  glory  ;  by  the  other  the  ibul  ia  raifed  up  to  duties 
ia  this  world  ;  if  the  Lord  awakena  not  his  faints  to 
'  the  firft,  either  they  are  not  awakened  truly,  or  no* 
throughly  and  effefiually  $  for  till  then  the  foul  i^  not 
ready,  Luke  xii.  40.  wiih  45*  As  it  is  with  a  mait 
who  Is  fent  for  to  enjoy  favour  and  fellowihip  of  the 
king,  he  is  not  reads  for  it,  until  he  ftanda  waitinjf 
at  the  door,  and  that  it  is  his  biifmefs ;  the  patterns  ojf 
mercy,  and  veflfels  ©f  glory,  are  ever  fet  out  in  the 
hew'  teftament  by  this,  Hcb,  ix.  irf/.  Tit.  ii.  li,  13. 

Look  as  it  waa  with  Simeon,  Luke  it^  25*  be  bad 
a  proniife  he  (hoold  fee  Chrift  before  he  died  5  hence 
jhc  waited  for  the  Confolation  of  Ifrael ;  fo  the  foul 
having  a  promife  ef  feeing  Chrift  when  he  is  dead^ 
it  makes  hita  wait  for  this  time  ;  imi  when  he  want^ 
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a  promife  fealcd,  though  he  waits  not  nextly,  yet  ht 
waits  remotely,  that  the  Lord  would  ca^re  him  tob^ 
lieve  it,  that  fo  he  might  wait  for  it ;  that  is  bis  eod, 
this  19  the  means,  be  knows  it  is  bed  to  be  with  tbs 
Lord,  where  is  no  Iin«  but  holinefs;  he  hath  found  him 
fweet  in  his  looks,  in  his  words,  in  his  ^orks,  in  b^ 
hopes,  his  iirfl-frults,  but  to  be  with  him  is  beft. 

This  is  not  fuch  axi  high  pitch  which  faints  coise 
not  to,  it  is  indeed  fucb which  hypocrites  come  not  to: 
tlie  hypocrite's  end  is,  to  cfcape  mifery  :  hence  they 
defire  comfort  by  duties,  that  they  fiiall  be  freed  from  itj 
but  not  to  enjoy  Chrifl: ;  the  Lord  never  tied  io  tbcir 
ibuls  fuch  a  knot  of  ^aith  and  love  which  works  this. 

For,  I.  Security  of  faints,  it  is  not  the  privation  of 
life  (that  is  death)  but  a  fufpenfion  of  the  a&s  of  a 
heavenly  life  ;  there  is  in  them  love  to  Chrift,  delight 
in  him,  happinefs  in  living  to  him,  pleafing  of  bim; 
but  it  is  fufpended  by  cares  or  contents  of  the  world, 
and  love  of  eafe  ;  hence  a  Chrlftian  is  n^ver  throughly 
awakened,  till  he  comes  to  that  life  again ;  his  heart 
is  with  Chrifl  in  heaven;  and  becaufe  he  cannot  be 
there,  hence  he  ftays  a  while,  and  looks,  and  waits 
for  it,  another  fccurity  is  the  privation  of  life,  of  empif 
duties  ar'ding  from  fome  vanifhing  affedtions,  fs  la 
the  fooliffi  virgina  which  were  to  quiet  confcience  oplj; 
hence  their  awakening  are  only  to  that  life  again  tf 
the  bed,  if  everGrod  da  awaken  them,  uolefa  the  l/>ti 
indeed  convert  them. 

2.  Every  thing  will  mightily  tend  to  that  to  whidx 
its  nature  bends  and  inclines  it^  as  a  (lone  if  thrown 
upward,  will  mightily  tend  downward.  Some  fayi 
there  is  an  element  of  fire  above,  becaufe  tbjs  here 
endeavours  to  afcend^.  as  beii>g  out  of  its  place;  he 
that  is  of  the  earth,  he  will  be  tejLidtng  tp  it,  thoagh 
awakened>  .though  lifted  upf  faints  will  be  tendin; 
lapward,  becaufe  their  nature  is  heaveqly,  Ioviqg# 
looking,  .w^itinor, .  longing,  .a  Cor.  v,  3,  4.  wiii  ^ 
as  angels  iiere,  .be  wUing  tojClay  to  ^a  the  work,  ^ 
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.Jret  thcyi  icing  to  be  before  the  faqe  o^  God  aga.lnf 
becaufe  their  allures  are  heavenly,  and  thcte  their 
proper. plaice  i&. 

Now  for  the  Lord  Jefus^  fal^  examiae  yo!urfelve$: 

"iiere.     I  hope  {bme  are  awakened^    the  w«rd  hath 

<jone  it ;  cry  of  affticlignsj  inward  temptations  hav» 

^ade  yQQ  look  ajbout  you,  and  you  arc  wearied  out 

with  your  o\yn  ways ;  but  are  you  not  flnce  grown 

^curq?  Time  was,  the  feet  of  the  meffengers  of  peace 

vi^<»re-  g]orio;ys,  but  now  their  meffege  is  mean ;  Sab- 

Ijaths  longed  foir,  now  you  are  weary  of  them^  heart- 

lefs  in  them,  fleep  with  the  fpoon,  in  your  mouths  j 

private'  duties    were   leafons   of  .breaking  the  hearty 

refreft^ing  and  comforting  from  the  Lord,    but  novit 

you  negleft  them,  flight  them,  and  the  Lord  ia  them, 

and  are  not  much  troubled  at  it,  becaufe  yok   have 

fome  excufe  or  other  for  it;    thy  mouth  was  full  of 

gpod  qv^ertions,  now  thou  thinkeft  thyfelf  more  fir  to 

^cach  than  learn;    thy  fociety   was  fweet  as  the  rofe 

in  fpring,  now  the  fweet  odour-  of  it  is  loft ;  time  was, 

%hQ^  wert  exceeding  tender  of  the  leaft  fin,   and  not 

.^  day  paft,  but  thy  cheeks  were  wet  in  fecret  before 

\he  Lord ;  now  thou  art  grown  blind  and  bold,  and 

you  cain  defile  yourfelf  in  all  your  ways,  and  your 

fait*h  ia  Chrift    keeps  you  from  repentance  for  fin ; 

lirpe  was,  the  truth  waa  glorious,  and  you  could  make 

vfe  of  your  notes  many  a  day  after,   when  you  did 

not  find  good  in  public  ;    but  now  pen  and  ink  is  left; 

%c   home,  you  cail:  your  bread  into  corners,  and  feed 

not  your  hearts  therewith  :  time  was,  you  could  take 

9  rebuke  kindly,  when  you  were  little  in  your  own 

eyes  ;  byt  now  if  you  think  a  reproof  is  meant  of  you, 

your  he^irts  can  fwell,  nay,  now  your  judgment  decays; 

\Vhat* warrant  for  private  prayers  twice  a-day?  What 

11' arrant  for  weekly- fermons,  when  we  have  fix  days 

to   labour,  and  one  to  rell.in.^    You  were  formerly 

piore'^^iaft,  but  now  wifer,.  and  thus  you  He,  and  as 

|f  y  p^  w*ere  conie  to  the  end  of  your  race  already,  an4 
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reach  not  after  things  before  you,  you  have  etfoogb 
of  grace  ;  hence  you  think  you  fhall  be  faved,  and  fa 
fit  ftill,  and  no^^^r  play  the  good  hufband:  O  the  cove- 
Bants  yon  have  ha^,  if  ever  you  came  hither  wbat 
you  would  dot  O  the  efteem  of  the  Lord  afar  off!  but 
now  you  are  broken  by  your  voyage,  and  your  veflcl 
is  cracked,  oil  is  run  out,  and  lamp  is  out :  Will  you 
die  fo?  .  If  you  fay,  yes*;  I  profefs  you  arc  not  ready: 
it  is  a  quefUon  if  ever  you  had  grace^  if  it  be  fo;  and 
therefore  blefs  God,  the  Lord  gives  you  warning  this 
day  ;  but  I  fear  many  will  not  ftir  till  Chrift  comes ; 
I  fay  as  (he  to  Sampfon,  •'  Up,  for  the  Philiftines  are 
**  upon  thee  ;"  fo  I  fay,  fecurity  is  upon  thee,  and  wrath 
is  now  gone  out  to  awaken  thee,  if  the  word  doth  not. 

SECT.    XII. 

Ufe  J.  OF  Exhortation.  Labour  to  be  in  a  readi- 
nefs,  awaken  out  of  your  lleep,  and  get  your  garmeoti 
on,  your  loins  girt,  your  veffcls  full,  your  lamps  burn- 
ing, that  you  may  indeed  be  ready,  and  the  Lord  may 
find  you  fo,  as  well  as  men  think  you  fo :  It  is  Chrift^s 
exhortation,  Luke  xii.  40.  Whereupon  Peter  aiked, 
did  he  fpeak  that  parable  only  to  the  difciples,  or  of  all  f 
verfe  41.  he  anfwers,  all,  efpecialiy  them  that  knoir 
the  Lord*s  mind  herein,  and  do  it  not,  verfe  47.  S« 
you  nray  a(k  me,  whom  do  I  prefs  to  make  ready' 
I  anfwer,  all.     Two  forts  I  (hall  therefore  name* 

1.  Thofe  who  are  yet  unready,  either  in  whole  or 
in  part. 

2.  Thofe  who  are  ready,  but  not  fo  i^ady  an  thofe 
fliould  be,  who  ftand  before  the  Lord,  and  as  tbem« 
felves  will  wifti  another  dav  they  had  been ;  the  wife 
as  well  as  foolifh,  may  be  flcepy,  and  fo  unready  for 
a  time ;  but  O  awake. 

Firft,  Thofe  who  are  unready  and  unprepared  for 
the  Lord  and  his  coming:  Are  there  any  fuch  ?  Ycs^ 
ycry  many ;  fome  there  be  who  know  they  are  UDrctdyi 
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snd.  will  not  yet  buy,  and  yet  prepare  not  for  it,  be- 
caufe  they  are  young  enough  yec,  or  have  time  enough 
to  provide  for  that  hereafter*  Some  others,  becaufe 
they  cry,  Lord,  Lord,  and  look  to  ChrilU  and  are 
well  thought  of  by  the  wife,  that  think  they  are  ready; 
but  know  it,  all  your  thoughts,  and  cares,  and  prayers, 
and  endeavours,  are  little  enough  for  it,  even  a|l  your 
life :  and  yet  to.  prepare  for  this,  hath  been  the  lead 
part  of  many  a  man's  life ;  and  fuch  is  the  fecurity  of 
fome,  that  till  CUrift  come,  they  will  not  gird  up 
thenalelves  to  this  work. 

SECT.     XIII. 

JMotive  1.  CONSIDER  the  lamentable  end  of  one 
who  dies  unready;  fome  (not  all)  the  Lord  leaves 
for  terrors  to  the  fecure  world,  who  are  as  good  as 
men  rifen  from  the  dead,  to  tell  men  of  the  vanity  of 
their  iinful  courfes,  who  looking  upon  time  paft,  they 
fee  that  it  is  irrecoverably  lolF,  and  pad  away  as  a 
dream,  and  loll  as  a  Ihadow  ;  look  upon  time  prefent, . 
th^y  feel  their  fouls  left  naked,  their  accounts  not 
made,  an  end  come  to  all  their  hopes  and  comfons 
here,  their  body  fick,  their  conlcience  trembling,  if 
BOt^iearing,  their  hearts  hard,  God  departed,  the 
grave  opened  for  their  filthy  carcafes,  and  devils  Wait- 
ing for  their  fecure  fouls :  And  now  fay  fuch.  What 
profit  have  I  for  all  my  vanity  under  the  fun  I  Look 
to  time  to  come,  there  they  fee  the  throne  fet,  the 
loord  Jefus  on  it,  their  fouls  (landing- naked  before  him^ 
whofe  grace  was  great  toward  them  whiles  they  lived, 
but  whofe  face,  now  is  a  confuming"^  fire ;  and  they 
behpld  eternity,  even  that  eternal  b^ck  gulf  between 
them  and  the  Lord;  and  here  they  lie  wifhing  they  had 
taken  their  time,  profeffing  now  their  time  is  lod,  be- 
feeching  others  to  take  warning  by  tbem^  defiring  the 
prayers  of  others ;  yet  thinking,  though  Noah  and 
Samiael  Ihould  (land  before  the  Lord  for  tbem^  there 
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'is  no  hbpe.     Come  and  teH  them,  do  ntit  cufft  atrtjr 
'tnercy,  caft  ftot  away  that  blood, 'which  is  worthy  ro 
te  gathered  up  by  bleffcd  angels  in  veCeis  of  gokf ; 
lament,  and  return,  and  the  rLord  will  to  yod';  «hit 
tell  you  me  of  rep  niing  and  believing  ?  is  a  fick  tiint,   ; 
a  fit  time  to  repent  in  ?  But  the  Lord  hath  done  greit  j 
things  for  you,  you  have  thought  lo,  but  there  were  ] 
fuch   fins,   or  fuch   a  fin,   1  knew,  you  knew  not;  I 
knew  it,  yet  I  loved  it ;    I  had  indeed  lome  la«y  por- 
pofes  to  forfakeit,  but  the  Lord  hath  tstken  me  in  my  I 
feemings;   but  mcrcv  is  infinite  ;'G  it  is  my -torment;  \ 
1  have  fecn   an   end  of  ray  fins,   and   now  I  feel  the ! 
beginning  of  my  torment ;  happy  «re  they  that  die  in  I 
tbe  Lord,   and    thrice   happy    that   make   ready  for  \ 
"the  Lord.  i 

Motive  2.  Confider  thou  hafi -bttl  a  &ort  time  lo  j 
prepare  in,  and  the  time  will  be  then,  when  thou  daft  I 
Jeail  think  of  it,  Lirke  xii,  46.  The  Lord's  arrows  | 
are  now  flying  abroad ;  if  you  did  think  "you  Ihoufd  i 
be  nexj  fraitten  down  dead,  you  would  pre^ire,  imt 
you  think  the  Lord  delays  his  coming;  O  fcroenAer, 
that  time  thou  doll  leaft  think  of,  Chrift  will  come. 

Motive  3.   If  unready  now,  you  will  be  much  iBcrc  j 
tmready  next  day;    grant  thy  time  to-be  long, -you 
Will  be  the  fnore  unfit  the  longer  you  delay;  thdu  Wil  ' 
'hinderances  now,  the  longer  thou  liveft,^thou  wih  ha^c 
more  and  more  ;  thy  heart  will  be  liarder  eyery  day 
than  another. 

I 

S  E  C  T.    XIVv 

Means  1.  PRAY  unto  the  Lot-d  that  he  wouH  i 
'prepare  \  ou,  a^pd  fit  you,  give  his' Chrift  and  fulnefe 
of  his  Spirit  uuto  you,  which  you'know-tbe  Lord  will  j 
give  to  them  that  aik;  for  man,  like  the  potter's  day.  \ 
is  no  more  able  to  prepare  himfelf  for  plory,  than  to  | 
appo^int  and  eleft  himfelf  thereunto.  •Hertce,  *Pfabn 
X.  17.  Rom.  ix,23;  *'  Prepared  to  glery;"  tliercfett 

pray: 
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pray  r  not  that  prayer  can  move  the  LoW  to  it>  b^t 
becaofe   it  is  a  means  appointed  of  God  to  execute 
his  eternal  purpofcs  of  grace  unto  the  yeffcls  of  grace,, 
Afts  IX.  9-  iJ^.    Paul  was  three  days  mourning,  and 
he  did  not  eat  and  drink,  and  yet  he  was  not  difcou- 
raged,  but  kept  on  praying,  and  ceafcth  not,  till  the 
Lord  fends  Ananias,  that  he  might  receive  the. Spirit, 
verfe  17.    So  fay  I  to  you,  time  hath  been,  thou  haft 
not  prayed,  mornings,,  evenings,  your  flcep  would  not 
{uffer  you,  or  if  fo,  yet  i;  hath  been  without  mourning 
for  living  without  Ghrift,  abufmg  of  Chrill,  and  the 
fia   6f  your   nature;    or   if  fo,  it  hath   been  only 
by  fits,    and   you   couW'hold  up  your  head  agagj* 
before  God  fends  Ananias  with  a  meffage  of  peace^ 
or   that    meffage  without  the  Spirit  of  grace  ,^    Are   . 
you  now  prepacrd  ?    O  no!    O,  therefore,  now  be- 
gin  this  work;  fay,  I  am  thy  clay,  Lord,  and  have 
been   «  brcfeen  unclean  veffel,    unfit    for  any   ufe, 
to  hold  any  grace ;  if  mercies  come,  1  forget  thee,  • 
and  grow  worfe;  ifficknefs,  I  am  blockifh;  if  ordinan. 
ces,  I  defpife  them;  if  thou  forfakeft  me,   Ijotfake 
thee ;    if  thou  draweft  near  to  me,  I  refill  thee ;   if 
Chrift  be  offered,  I  rejeft  him;    if  not,.  I  prefume, 
and  turn  his  grace  into  wantonnefs ;  now.  Lord,  ga- 
ther a  broken  vcffel;  if  I  live,  I  fliall  ftill  fin  ;  if  I  die 
I  &all  blafpheme;  if  I  forfakfe  ads  of  fin,  yet.  lulls  of 
fin  remain;    if  they  be  quencJ^ed,.  yet  my  polluted 
;nature  remains  not  cleanfcd,  and  the  guilt  eric?:  Now 
Lord  ^undertake  for  me,  begin  thou  the  work,  and  lake 
the  glory;    and  here   mourn  till; the  Lord   comes; 
know  tjie  worth,  and  prize  the  prefence  df  the  Spirit^ 
and 'then  pray,  John  xiv.  16.     The  world  cannot  re- 
ceive it,  becaufe  they  know  it  not,  with   John  iy.  10. 
Sacrifice  is  unfit  to  be  offered,  till  1^  fliedding  blood, 
life  is  taken  away. 

Means  2.  Be  very  watchful  over  your  hearts,  that 
they  grow  not  too  geiKle,  and  handle  tenderly  fins 
wifing  after  faitbi  and  profeflion  of  your  intereft  in 
-•.  R4  Jefus 
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Jefu8  Cbrift,  fins  of  the  fecond  growth;  feme  ing 
grow  up  before  profeflion,  as  all  manner  of  ignorance, 
and  hardncfs,  and  lafciviqufnefs,  and  vanity-;  soar 
many  grow  terrified  for  thefe,  and  comforted  by  ifae 
gofpel  againft  thefe«  and  now  peace  is  made ;  O  but 
there  are  fome  men's  natures  like  fome  fields,  which 
when  they  are  mown  and  weeded,  yet  tiiey  have  a 
fecond  growth;  it  may  be  as  with  other  kind  of  weeds* 
you-  may  neVer  fall  to  thofe  fins  you  lived  in  once; 
but  other  fins  more  clofey  more  fpiritual;  like  the  houle, 
Luke  xi.  24»  fwept  and  emptied,  but  "-^  feven  other 
**  fpirits,  worfe  than  the  former,  may  at  laft  enter  in:" 
O  take  heed  of  thefe,  for  they  will  make  your  latter 
end  miferable ;  you  know  habitations  of  Satan,  are  not 
fit  manfions  for  the  Spirit  of  Chrift ;  you  kn^w  veffels 
not-only  of  wood,  but  of  gold,  if  filthy  and  poifonedy 
ire  unfit  for  princes  ufe  till  oleanfed;  and  look  throu^ 
all  the  fcfiptures«  on  the  faces  of  the  beft  hypocrites 
you  (hall  find  fome  filth  growing  up  after  their  pfo- 
fefiion,  or  together  with  it,  like  blood  and  facrifice 
mixf  together,  Mat.  yii.  aj.  Luke  xiii.  27.  Not  thofe- 
that  have  iniquity,  but  thofe  that  work  it ;  not  ihoie 
that  work  againft  it,  and  are  deftroyers  of  it  by  litde 
and  Tmlet,  but  workers  of  it. 

If  you  aik  me,  what  thofe  fins  be  ?  I  anfwer,  tbefe 
tares,  and  choaking  thorns,  as  they  are  fown,  and 
grown  while  you  be  afieep,  fo  they  may  be  fetn 
when  they  are  grown  up,  if  yoti  walk  in  your  fieWf, 
and  meditate  on  your  hearts.    I  will  only  name  fome. 

]•  Pride,  afiefling  fome  excellency  above  othen, 
and  thinking  yourielf  fomebody, 

2.  Spiritual  fulnef8,and  fecret  loathing  of  ordinances, 
when  men  are  clogged  with  them.    . 

3.  Defpifing  known  truths  (which,  like  flowers^ 
were  notwithftanding  fweet  at  firft  gathering)  eit^ter 
concerning  your  mifery,  or  ChriA  :  if  the  gofpcl 
were  preached  to  the  ignorant,  they  would  take  hes« 
yen  with  violeace }  but  thy  fpul  now  is  not  moved, 
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mud  the  melTengers  of  God  that  bring  them,  defpifed;  . 
as  Gaiatia  and  Corinth  did  Paul. 

4.  A  fpirit  of  contetition  with  good  people.  Nov 
70U  cannot  bear  unkindnefies,  and  they  offend  you,  &c. 
^Alexander  at  firfl-ftood  for  Paul,  and  he  oppoieth  Paul 
to  his  face  at  laft. 

5.  Boldnefs  to  iin  in  fmall  matters,  aommonly  with- 
out forroWt  begot  by  counierfeit  aflurance  of  God's 
love. 

6.  Seeking  of  God  in  ordinances,  and  working  of 
Iniquity  out  of  them ;  fits  men  have  of  good  a£Fe£tionS| 
but  healthful  Conilitntions  of  bad  ones. 

7.  Thinking  ymr  are  indeed  what^you  would  be, 
and  yet  indeed  would  not  be:  There  be  other  fins,  but 
there  are  fome  of  the  molt  fpecial  which  I  fball  now 
mention ;  take  heed  of  letting  thefe  grow,  or  deaTmg 
gently  with  them  ;  for  faints  may  feel  thefe,  but  they 
put  theii^  hooks  to  the  roots  of  thefe  weeds,  and  would 
fain  pull  them  quite  up;  but  if  you  deal  gently,  (as 
David  with  the  young  Abfalom)  and  think  God  muft 
do  ail,  I  cannot  part  with  them;  and  hence  you  gfve 
way  to  them ;  and  though  there  be  thefe  fins,  yet  I 
have  many  good  figns  and  promifes  too  I  fhall  be  faved; 
and  fo  long  as  they  cannot  deftroy  my  foul,  what 
though  they  grow  in  my  foul  ?  You  pcrifli  (i  Cor. 
ix.  26,  27.)  if  thus  it  be  with  you. 

Means  3.  Take  heed  you  do  not  run  away  with  fuch ' 
comforts  arifing  from  your  feeding  upon  the  promife 
and  pcrfon  of  Chfift,  without  refrclhing*  the  foul  alfo 
with  the  good  will  and  commands  of  Cbrift;  do  not 
think  yourfclves  ready  ta  enjcpy  Chrift,  when  his  pro- 
mife, perfon,  and  love  is  fwcet,  (which  is  good)  but 
his  will  id  bitter,  and  a  burden  to  thy  foul,  even  thy 
whole  foiil,  (I  know  it  is  fo  to  the  unregeneratc  part 
of  godly  men)  for  fuch  men  there  be,  i  John  i.  6; 
:Tb  the  faints  Chrift*s  love  is  fwcet,  and  promife  fwcet;. 
and  therefore  his  will,  his  work.  John  iv.  34.— 
Bread  you  know  not  of,  *^  to  do  the  will  of  him  that 
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**  fent  tae,  and  to  finifh  it;*'  fo  k  btiieir  feoifto^ 
the  will  of  him  that  love^  thein»  aod  fioifit  it;  if ftmai 
is  tdremore  from  one  country  to  another,  andbeca* 
imt  live  upon  the  bread  of  thatcOantry,  nor  waiervkre 
he  goe&«  he  is  tfaea  unfit  for  .(bch  a  jouroey,  becsofe 
be  cannot  live  upon  the  bread  of  it.  Now  what  is  in 
Mrhich  feeds  the  life  of  faints  in  glory?  not  onljrChri& 
btttUviog  unto  Chnlb,  to  be  peife&ed  under  the  govern- 
roent  and  kingdom  of  Chrift ;  can  you  live  upon  cini 
no'w  in  part,  andtliefirft  firmtt  ofk?  if  you  ctsi,  kaov 
}t  16  then  prepared  for  tbee,^  and  thoa  for  it;  if  not,  bat 
you  live  (as  you  iay)  upon  the  prefcnt  fwcct  of  lift 
promlfe;  nay,  it  may  be  upon  the  thoughts  of  dd 
Dcxmibrcs;  but  to  do  the  -will  of  Chrift^  is  death,  iKI ' 
life  to  jndu;  and  it  is  merely  your  taflc  for  wages,  ti  ^ 
do  im  will^  T)ot  part  of  your  inheritance,  you  arc  nfr 
fit  to  be  with  Clirift ;  A£ta  x%i.  13.-  -«*  Why  break yo« 
**  my  heart  ?  (faith  Paul)  I  am  ready  to  die  for  tk 
*'  fake  of  Chrill;"  and  to  do  much  more;  fo  think  this, 
Was  Paul  Tcady  to  di« ;  amd  I  not  ready  to  do  ?  of 
heart  Joatte  thy  comjnands.  Lord;    but  what  the  lit  I 
mafees  heavy,  the  golpel  makes  fwcct :;  for  thy  fckc, ' 
Lord^  I  love  thy  will :  pray,  O  thy  love  is  fwcct,  Jwt  | 
Jet  thy  will  be  fo  alfo. 

JHfeffns  4.  Labour  to  gnnv  poor  in  fpirit,  thatvha 
you  cannot  honour  the  Lord*s  twill,  yet  you  nay  te 
gatbcrlirg  forsething  out  of  ail  iins  and  wickedoefe, 
to  honour  God's  grace ;  the  glory  of  grace  is  the  hi ' 
end;  thofc  that  he  prepared  for  \t^  ftialJ  enjoy  it:  wte! 
arc  thefe?  The  poor^  whoiwrhcn  they  fee  they  have ioS 
tteir  lives,  their  fonls,  their  comforts,  in  not  do«J 
Jiis  will,  -which  »  bitter  to  diem,  yet  the  Lord  ibi8 
not  lofe  the  honour  of  his  grace:;  PfaL  Ixxiv.  i^* 
The  poor  will  be  thankfol;  what  doth  Paul,  thttvtf- 
fel  of  graco,  pcrfecutor,  biafphemer,  but  a  Satat,  no* 
fey?  O  but  the  leaft  of  them;  but  he  was  an  apoftk; 
-but  J  defcrve  not  that  nana* ;  i>ut  yet  he  is  reOchrc4» 
IB^roy;  it  is;  very  true,  yet  npwr  &cfa  an  exainpl«  * 


*fce  t!}TTAs  ;  «nd  thereferre  feuh  he,  **  To  the  Kmg  im- 

•fnutfiWe,"  fee.    When  Jaodb  had  fcen  ih^e  Lord,  Gren. 

'X^ii:.'2o.  *'  If  heflva'H  give  mc  food  a-nd  raiment,  he  fhall 

•fee 'my -God  ;*'  {i.t.  I  ibftll  then  cnagtiHy  him,  he  having 

•*feid  he  would  do  fo  before)  and  he  had  it  in  pknty; 

fe  fay.  If  the  Lord  ftall  pity,  pardon,  I  Ihall  then -give 

•«ll  to  him,  4f  I  had  a  thcwfand  hearts,  tongues ;  truly, 

fcsPfal.  xl.  ult.  **  The  Lord  tiow  thinketh  on  you;" 

When  a  fervant  hath  fpcnt  and  loft  his  mailer's  ettate, 

«wdheis  to^fvcupan  account/  trofly  then  he  may  give 

k  tvHh  oomfoft,  wKenaa  he  gains  one  way  abundancly, 

I  though  'be  -Meth  trndciver/  'and  makes  the'  breft  gains ; 

fo  here. 

SECT.    XV. 

3fyti^r  1.  TO  thdfe  who  jfre  Teady,  hat  yet  not  fo 
'ready  »  is  mo€t. 

The  Lord  hath  given*  y©u  warning  to  prepare,*  by 

forae  {harp  affliftions  onthyfelf,  or  by 'the  death  of  thy 

'-friends,  or  by  fecret  fears  of 'thime  own  heart,  thy  trme 

is  not  many  hand^breadths  longer;  end  it  may  be  thrs- 

ihall  i)e  the  funeral  fermon  of  forae  of  you ;  you  have 

been  flying  like  bees  abroad  in  the  world  to  gather 

*your  honey,  and  the  Lord  hath  been  fmoalcing  of  you, 

and  that  in  your  h'rve;  you  have  thought  to  dwell  long 

•in*  tabernacles;  the  Lord  hath  'let  it 'fall  to  decay,  'and 

repairs  it  not  again. 

Motfoe^  2*  If  you  lire  -unready,  it  may  be  the  Lord 
will  try  you  with  feme  fore  conflVft,  with  fears  of 
'dearii,  andterroraof  -darkneffs  ;  and  all  your  preparti- 
tion  is  too  little  for  your  combat  then. 

Motive  3.  The  place  of  glory  is  made  ready  for  you; 
how  Iball  I,  fo  unholy,  fee  God  ?  Ghrift  is  there  (John 
xiv.  13.)  waiting  for  thee,  longing  after  thee. 

Motive '^^  Thou  art,  itinay  be,  yet  in  many  rerpe£ts 
^unready.     As,    • 

t .  ^ot ydt  plantad -ifn  the ^^tt anddhurch  of Ocfd, 

not 
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not  yet  gathered  to  commanion  of  Cbrift  in  his  biatt 
on  earth.  I  know  men  may  hive  jail  reafoos  to  de^ 
fer ;  but  if  they  have  none,  I  would  be  loth  to  die  is 
their  room,  Hezekiah,  ifa.  xxxvtii.  uU.  PfaLzivi.8. 
**  I  have  loved  the  habitation  of  thy  houfe;  0  gsdicr 
**  not  my  foul  with  the  wicked/"  I  am  perfuaded,  bm 
dear  to  Chriil  linger  here,  and  you  cannqi  find  tlus nor 
that  faving  good  in  yourfelves,  you  fay;  I  hsdntber 
hear  one  mourn  for  emptinefs,  than  boail  of  his  grace. 

2.  There  are  many  fins  not  yet  fufficiently  moamei 
for  J  in  days  of  youth,  and  in  a  fecure  condition;  ii 
heaven  is  no  mourning;  O  therefore  take  time  ooV| 
for  want  of  this  grace  is  not  fo  fweet. 

3.  It  may  be  fome  main  duty  is  negleAed  to  tlie 
fouls  of  them  thou  haft  a  charge  of,  as  not  catechi&l 
thy  family,  children,  careful  for  their  fouls. 

4.  Ic  may  be  thou  hall  been  little  in  prayer  for  the 
churches  (though  for  thy  family  and  children)  wludi 
is  ufually  the  laft  work  of  the  faints;  there  is  no  pray* 
ing  for  them  in  heaven;  as  Chrift  at  the  end  of  hislifc 
like  a  prieft  fhed  blood,  and  prayed  for  them,  fo  biott 
are  made  priefts  to  God  and  Chrift. 

5.  It  may  be  thy  houfe  is  not  yet  fet  in  order,  bw 
thy  will  made,  reckonings  between  men  not  yet  fe 
right  and  even,  and  then  there  are  quarrels  when  tbor 
%n  dead,  and  trouble  when  you  die. 

6.  It  may  be  thou  art  grown  fecure,  and  art  loll 
and  driven  away,  and  many  wrinkles  be  on  thy  fi|^ 
and  heart,  &c.  you  cannot  fay  with  Paul,  2  Tim.  i^» 
*'  That  you  have  foughr,*'  fee.  but  are  rather  at  truce 
with  fin ;  you  run  not,  but  have  flipt,  and  fallen  dovfli 
and  fo  loft  all. 

SECT.    XVI. 

Meant  i.  THEREFORE  to  help  here  in  thisn* 

^  dinefs,   get  a  heart  more  loofjjned  and  weaned  fros 

the  world.  -^Solomon  he  did  launch  out  his  heart  hcrcifl 

too 
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^too  far;  not  in  epicufirm,  but  Eeclef.  ii.  3.  **  app]y« 
^^  ing  his  heart  to  wifdom*'  all  this  tinle;  fo  may  you, 
and  be  unready:  How?  I  cannot,  but  God  will  teach 
it  you  by  afEi^ion.  Pfalm  xxxix.  6,  7.  You  are  fo- 
journers  here  with  God,  as  all  your  fathers;  there  is 
nothing  proper,  nothing  long  to  be  enjoyed. 

Means  2.  Own  the  Lord  Jefus;  he  is  yours,  but 
you  own  him  not;  as  Simeon  came  to  the  temple  and 
there  found  him,  and  there  bleft  God;  **  And  now," 
faith  he,  **  let  me  depart  in  peace  :"  Hath  the  Lord 
lUrred  up  unutterable  fighings,  and  groanings,  and 
mournings  (you  think,  it  may  be,  if  Chrift  was  pre- 
fent,  you  would  not  doubt  of  anfwer)  and  they  con* 
tinue  Hill,  and  do  you  think  Chrifl  is  hard-hearted  i 
bath  the  Lord  come  to  thee  in  the  temple,  and  mani« 
fefted  his  love  by  his  own  promife,  fure,  and  ftiithful, 
and  wilt  thou  not  yet  own  him?  haft  had,  and  haft 
now  the  firft  fruition  of  the  Spirit,  md  wilt  not  yet  own 
him  ?  and  art  afraid  to  go  tp  him,  when  others  are  in 
glory  that  trod  in  thy  fteps  ?  O  be  humbled  for  it ;  I 
know  there  is  nothing  which  makes  fear  it,  but  a  re- 
bellious vile  heart,  and  nature ;  and  can  the  Lord  love 
fachaone?  yes;  fuch  a  one,  if  he  mourns  under  it, 
Rom.  vii.  44.  Ifa.  Ivii.  x8,  19.  **  The  Lord  will  create 
■•*  peace;  he  hath  feen  thy  ways,  and  he  will  heal  them;'* 
and  when  you  have  him  thus,  own  him  daily,  keep 
your  peace,  do  nothing  which  may  make  you  lofe 
boldnefs  in  prayer,  and  therefore  reckon  daily  with  him; 
and  remember,  the  promife  ftands,  when  feelings  are 
loft. 

ObjeS.  But  I  can  do  but  little  for  him. 

Anf.  True,  Ifa.  Ixiv.  6.  Thou  the  Lord's  clay,  his 
veffel,  though  of  little  public  ufe,  yet  in  thy  place  do 
what  thou  canft  for  Chrift  Jefus.  Serioants,  mafters, 
members,  rich,  poor,  beftir  yaurftlves  for^  Chrift,  you 
ihall  lofe  nothing  by  11%  &c. 

Verfe 
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YliR.  lO.    Ti^  rfwr  •»«/  J(6»#. 

«  IN  thcfe.  worda  is.  fet  down  the  coofeqiient  of  thit- 
which  imraediately  followed,  ebc  wife  virgins  graciQOS 
entertainment  with  Chrift ;  "  The  door  was  &iu>"  ly 
which  is  fignifiiid  the  exclufion  of  the;  foolifti  from  the. 
fellowlhip  of  Chrift;  as  alfo  the  greatnefe  of  Cbrill'^ 
love  to  the  wife,  opening  the  door  of  glory  unto  thesn; 
and  when  they  are  gathered,  Oiutting  the  door  ag^i^il 
©very  one  'clie. 

Hence  obferve, 

Qhferv.  I.  That  the  endeared  love  of  Chrift  to  bis 
dl^ft,  doith  much  appear  in  thi^,  in  opening  the  door 
of  glory  unto  them»  and  (huttiog  it  againft  others  of 
cfteem  and  name  in  the  church  of  God;  for  »his  ijonc 
fcope  of  the  words,  Gen,  vii.  16* 

.  To  open  the  kingdom  of  hoavqa  to  all  the  world, 
and  fave  all,  would  he  great  love  in  the  eyes  of  tb^ 
fsiints;  but  to  fave  them«  and  condemn  othera ;  to  re- 
ceive them,  and  exclude  othera,  and  that  of  great 
name  and  cfteem,  virgins,  thisTets  out  th^  I/)rd's  lo«^ 
exceedingly;  Chrift's  diftinguifhirig,  feparating  love, 
is  his  great  love,  M«^  3;ix.  35. 

.Reaf.  I.  If  wc  conCder  the  multitude  of  the  one^aiiA 
fewnefs  of  the  other;  not  only  in  regard  of  the  world, 
but  in  regard  of  others  in  churches,  Luke  xiii.  24* 
**  Many  Ihall  feck,  and  many  that  arc  firft  ihsUt  U  laft/* 
Mat,  xix.  30- 

Reaf.  2.  If  we  confider  that  there  is  as  much  reafta^ 
appearing  outwardly,  that  the  Lord  ftiould  chufe  ^hc 
one  as  well  as  tb^^other ;  what  difference  i$  appearing 
QUtwardly  betWew  thefe  vii'gins?  I  will  warrant  m 
the  wife  did  thifiik;>the  fooHfh  as  gQod,  und  it  n??^v  be  fac 
better  than  ihamfilvcs,  Judges  vi.  \z.  Saith  Gideon, 
*'  How  wilt  thou  fave  Ifrael  by  jnp?  1  am  the  leaft  \% 
**  my-father's  houfe;  yet  faith  the  Lord^I  will  be  with 
"  thee ;''  fo  the  faints  may  fay, .and  do  fay, Why  Lonl, 

wile 


wilt  thou  fave  me  ?  I  am  the  lead  and  poordftof  all 
Olbers. 

Reaf,  3.  If  we  confider  the  reafon  why  the  Lord  dath 
thU,  and  that  is  becaufe  of  nothing  but  the  will  of  God, 
bis  gopd  pleafure;  Mat.  xi.  25.  For  why  fbould  their 
feffels  be  filled?  they  received,  and  not  others,  only 
the  will  of  God;  '*  1  kaow  not  you,'*  &c.  Of  which 
bereaftcr. 

Jlecf.  4*  If  we  confider  the  intolerable  torment  of 
tfiofe  who  go  far,  and  yet  are  excluded.  Mat.  viii.  i  x,  1 2, 
'*  Children  of  the  kingdom  call  out,  t,here  Ihall  be  wccp- 
^'  ing;"  the  higher  a  man  is  rifcn,  the  grpaicr  h  his' 
(tU,  and  his  bruifes  at  the  bottom;  fo  when  one  hath 
been  raifed  up  to  great  hopea»  profcflion,  afFc6lion,  yec 
DOW  to  fall,  to  lofe  all,  to  fee  he  bath  been  fpinning, 
cobwebs  all  hi$  life!  when  Ifra^l  were  near  to  Canaan, 
BOW  to  be  (hut  out !  Now  they  wept. 

Ufi  I.  W0  may  fee  hence,  what  little  c^ufc  any 
have  to  boaft  only  in  outward  privileges,  or  common- 
gifts,  graces,  excellencies.  J  confefs  it  is  great  mer- 
cy for  the. Lord  to  call  a  man  out  of  his  profaneneft, 
and  feparate  him  from  the  world,  bringing  him  10  th© 
fellowihip  of  faints,  and  give  him  that  which  make3 
bim  reputed  well  of  by  others?  but  boaft  not  only  of 
this,  as  \f  the  Lord  did  therefore  highly  favour  you; 
for  Jefus  may  Ihew  (for  all  this)  his  love  to  his  own, 
and  hi^  terror  to  thee,  and  may  (hut  the  door  ©f  glory  ^ 
It  laft  to  tJiee,  and  may  fliut  the  door  of  glory  at  laft 
upon  thee.  1  Cor.  i.  27,  28,  29-  "  The  Lord  cliufea  * 
**  things  that  are  not,  to  bring  to  nought,  and  to  ftain 
•*  other  glory.'*  Rom.  xi.  17.  The  Gentiles  boafted 
dicmfelves,  that  they  were  graffcd  in;  O  faith  the  a- 
poftle  (feeing  this  fpirit  apt  to  rife)  boaft  not,  be  not 
high  minded,  do  not  grow  fecure,  but  fear;  commoti 
graces  ever  make  men  proud*  as  Qthers  make  mea 
humble;  they  dcfpife  not  others,  they  magnify  God; 
if  the  Lord  hath  made  a  difference,  fee  the  goodnefs  0^ 
Cod,  verfe  aa^  but  boaft  jioittierciQ,  therefore  do  not 

content 
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content  th^felf  with  a  name  to  live,  and  havitig  foa5 
cankered  hopes,  fome  fliining  excellencies ;  for  thi 
Lord  may  do  this  to  (hew  others  his  tove,  andyetiUin 
thy  glory;  as  one  that  hath  great  hopes  of  prefermeDl, 
many  friends  to  commend  and  fpcak*for  hira;  if  one 
tells  him,  you  fhall  certainly  lofe  all  your  labour,  be 
will  mourn  more  than  another  that  had  no  hopes,  nor 
helps  at  all  of  rifing  ;  he  will  not  glory  in  any  thing 
he  hath,  but  will  take  fonTe  fure  and  fafer  way;  fcl 
fay  to  you,  if  there  be  the  Jeaft  grace  and  favour,  bleli 
God  for  that,  but  do  not  boaft  of  any  thing  elfc. 

Ufs  %•  Hence  the  faints  may  learn  howtoaffeS 
their  hearts  with  the  Lord's  love  to  them  (for  thcrj 
is  fuch  a  poifonful  difpofition  in  tliem,  that  though 
they  haye  it,  yet  they  cannot  be  affedted  fometimes 
with  it ;  up  Deborah,  awake  lute  and  harp)  and  it  is 
this;  do  not  only  remember,  and  think  on  the  LonI*s 
lo^e  in  faving  thee,  calling,  humbling,  8cc.  batfoas 
to  call  thee,  and  leave  others  ^  to  quicken  thee,  ani 
leave  others  dead ;  to  open  the  door  of  glory  to  thcc, 
and  exclude;  others ;  to  call  thee  out  of  thy  finful 
company,  fome  of  which,  like  brands,  are  now  fmoak- 
ing  in  this  world,  others  burning  in  another;  to  call 
thee  out  of  a  finful,  ignorant  family,  thou  the  kail, 
the  word  of  them,  end  to  leave  the.  relli  this  is 
much ! 

,  But  when  thou  art  brought  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  fellow  (bip  of  faints,  for  the  Lord  to  love  tbK« 
fet  his  heart  upon  thee,  when  he  forfakes  others  of 
thy  own  company  of  great  parts  and  abilities,  wboo 
thou  thinkeft  better  of  than  thyfelf,  at  leall  as  well; 
to  pull  down  thefe  princes  to  the  dunghil,  and  to  e»Ii 
thy  horn ;  to  cut  down  thefe  cedars,  and  to  prefcrve 
a  ihrub ;  to  tread  upon  the  greateft  glory  of  mao,  i^ 
to  pity  a  worm,  for  fo  thou  art  in  thine  own  eyes; 
O  let  this  fire  warm  thy  heart,  though  thou  haft  be€» 
affeded  with  tt  before,  efpecially  confidering  there  ii 
ao  other  reafon  for  ir,  but  only  the  gbod  pl^afure  A 

God; 


Ood  ;  ihis  afieaed  Ghrift  himfelf,  Matth.  xi.  25.  It 
is  true,  you  do  not  fee  this  done,  but  you  fliall  one  day 
behold  it  with  your  eyes,  only  let  this  love  kindle  love, 
thankfUlners,  humility  in  thine  heart  a^^ain. 

And  hence,  if  the  Lord  hath  put  a  difference  betwectt 
thee  and  others,  do  not  deny,  do  ndt  doubt  of,  do  not 
defpife  his  grace ;  that  if  thou  haft  lott  thy  firft  love^ 
this  may  recover  it ;  if  all  his  love  rtiakes  thee  more 
humble  and  thankful,  '*  you  fland,**  Rom.  xi;  2o# 
Ifa.  Ixv.  16.  Do  not  fear  thy  ellate,  bccaufe  the  Lord 
cuts  off  the  natural  branches,  that  therefore  thou 
mayft  be  one  ;  but  be  fearful  of  the  leall  fm  and 
wrong  to  Ghrift,  that  hath  loved  thee^  efpecially 
of  pride,  and  unthankfulnefs,  the  root  of  that ;  and 
remember,  that  the  poor  things  are  dhofen  to  confound 
the  mighty. 

•  06f.  2.  That  the  dopr  of  grace  and  glory  fhall  be 
ftut  againft  all  wicked  men  living,  at  the  coming  of 
the  Lord  at  death  or  judgment ;  there  is  a  time  that 
the  door  is  open  unto  men,  in  regard  of  minifterial 
ffifpenfations  (for  fecrets  of  eleftion  we  are  tot  to 
fpind)  Ilaiab  Iv.  6,  7.  This  time  is  in  this  life  ;  but 
when  death  comes,  then  it  is  fhut  j  when  angels  fin- 
ned, the  Lord  immediately  ftiut  the  door  againft: 
them  :  but  through  Ghrift  the  door  is  open  for  term 
of  life  to  men. 

Rcafon  1.  Becaufe  after  death  there  is  nd  mearis  of 
grace  or  glory  left,  which  is  the  njiniftry  of  the  word 
|ind  prayer  :  for  that  is  the  chief  key  of  opening  the 
door,  even  when  the  doors  of  heart  and  heaven  are 
Ihut,  Matth.  xvi.  19.  and  hence,  2  Gor*  vi*  2.  Now 
ie  the  time  of  prayers  and  preaching,  and  fo  to  be 
helped ;  but  after  death  there  are  no  minifters,  they 
are  at  reft  from  their  labours ;  and  the  miniftry  of 
^nen  is  for  men,  not  for  naked  fouls*  Lazaruis  niufl: 
iiot  give  a  drop  of  cold  water  then  to  cool  the  tongue, 
Jfitich  lefs  minifters  to  comfort  or  convert  their  hearts: 
it  is  true,  the  Lord  can  work  extraordinarily ;  but  do 

Nuvi«.IX«  S  you 
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you  think  he  wilt  dp  it  for  one  that  hath  defpifed  grace 
all  his  life  ? 

.  Reafon  2.  Becaufe  it  is  impoffiblc  they  fhould  re- 
pent after  death,  by  any  other  means  (if  means  wet 
a^fforded)  as  by  feeing  their  fm,  and  feeling  their  pi- 
flifhinent.  John  ix.  4.  "  The  night  cometh  whcraa 
no  tnan  can  work ;"  becattfe  after  death,  comes  ju<^- 
ment  of  wrath  to  the  wicked,  Heb*  ix.  ult.  all  patience 
and  ptty  hath  forfaken  them,  and  fo  wrath  lies  upot 
them,  that  they  can  do  nothing  but  bear  k  ;  as  one 
under  a  great 'load,  or  burning  in  thei  fire,  all  hi^ 
tlionghts,  and  affeflions,  and  fpirits,  are  taken  up 
with  that,  and  that  is  all  he  can  do,  Heb.  x.  27. 
So  here, 

Vfe  I.    Of  confutation  of  a  viperous,  fantadicil, 
fecret  opinion,  which  like  a.ghofl  haunts  the  miiKk 
of  fome  people,  viz.   that  think  and  conclude,  eYca^ 
in  time  of  health,   tn  midft  of  faving,  healing  meas^' 
that  their  time  of  grace  is  pad,  and  the  door  is  ihot' 
to  them,  before  Chrift  comes  againft  them  at  death 
or  judj^metit ;  which  though  God  many  times  tunis 
for  good,  to  humble   a  bold  heart,  which  will  burn 
God's  day-light  out,  and  linger  in  its  fins,  yet  it  doth^ 
fometimes  dead  the  heart  from  all  effedual  endeavours,^ 
and  difcourage  the  heart  from  all  duties,  makes  all* 
the  gofpel  the  miniftry  of  blood  and  death,  and  a  hand- 
writing againft  it ;    and'  when  it  concludes  God  hath 
Ihut  the  door  againft  it,  it  Ihuts  God,  and  Chrift, 
and  all  his  promifes  out  of  his  heart* 

X.  Son>e  think  they  have  finned  againft  light,  have 
had  fome  blafphemous  thoughts,  that  they  have  com- 
mitted the  unpardonable  fin,  kc. 

a., Some  others  think  not  fo,  but  yet  they  hear 
that  fome  men'^s  time  is  out  before  death  :  they  think 
fheirs  is  alfo,  having  fought  fo  long,  they  are  cvca 
fealed  up  by  Gad  to  hardnefs  of  heart ;  and  this 
fome  feemingly  coming  to  Chrift,  are  indeed  kept  of 
frOHi  him;  • . 

a;  Otfacrs ' 
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3.  Others  of  the  faints  mectitig  with  many  fore 
roubles  and  trials,  and  that  for  fome  fins ;  and  one 
kjcp  calling  to  another^  they  think  with  David,  "  God 
^th  forgot,  hath  ihut  up  his  mercies,  will  remember 
to  more  to  be  gracious;"  and  though  he  hath  been  fo, 
«t  becaufe  he  hath  been  fo  abufed  by  themj  that 
bercfore  now  he  will  not  be  merciful  again;  and 
Slus  their  hearts  fmk; 

O  renjember,  the  gdte  of  God's  grace  Is  not  fhut 
jf>  before  death,  then  is  the  time  for  it  to  be  Ihut. 
confjffl  indeed,  thdre  is  a  time  iri  this  life^  thc|  Lord 
bth  ccafe  to  ftrive,  arid  doth  forfake  the  foul ;  and 
^c  may  fay  of  them,  as  Chrift,  /*  O  that  thou  hadft 
oown  !  but  now*  they  are  hici  from  thine  eyes  :"— ^ 
tut  yet  this  13  a  fecret,  which  as  afecure  defpifer  of 
race  ihould  tremble  at^  fd  thofe  that  are  awakened, 
ad  fet  in  their  way  to  Ghridj  flipuld  not  trouble 
ktnfelves  about  it. 

.  ObjeS.  But  O  that  I  did  knovv  whether  it  be  paft 
r  no ! 

;  Anf.  I  rtiall  rather  give  to  thefe  pedfllc  fbme  good 
liorifel  i  for  it  is  not  fdr  you  to  knovv  thefe  times 
ad  feaibns  ;  though  this  I  would  fay^  if  the  unpaV'^- 
inable  fin  be  not  commlttedi 

x»  This  time  of  the  door's  being  /liut^  is  not  iii 
me  of  health  and  peace,  but  in  time  of  extreme 
oublc^  whereiii  trouble  doth  afFedl  them  more  thaii 
le  fin ;  as  Prov.  u  and  as  liiany  wbeii  a  fick-bed  is 
9me,  and  in  Noah^s  floods  i  Pet«  iii.  20^ 

a.  Or  if  it  be  in  time  of  health,  this  is  erer  the 
Mnpaiiion  of  it»  viz*  hatred,  and  oppoiing;  faintsr 
»c5rctly  or  openly,  becaufe  Chrift  having  quite  for* 
tken  him,  his  heart  fwells  againft  the  faints  ;  henca 
aul  envied  David,  Efau  hated  Jacob ;  raurmurera 
^inft  God  were  in  the  wildernefs,  and  againft  Mofes  J 
Bt  I  come  to  counfel ;  for  God  lets  loofe  Satan  full 
r  malice,  upon  a  poor  creature,  foiaetimes  to  veal 
tEi  (rouble. 

Sa  i'irft, 
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Firft,  Confider  the  root  of  this  diftemper,  viz.  cidier 
great  pride,  or  defpifihg  of  ihc  riches  of  God*s  gncc 

1.  Pride;  for  (this  we  ihall  find)  fuch  fpirits, bcaafe 
they  have  not  peace  fcaled,  flrength  againft  finganied 
unto  them,  at>d  thatVhich  they  would  hate  (if dis- 
couraged, and  not  quickened  by  this)  they  regard  wc 
life,  means,  offera  of  grace  ;  what  is  aH  this,  ifW 
liath  forfakenme?  Wh^tisit?  Yet,  that  it  is,  av^sM 

at  large  be  fliewed/  .       ^       ".:'..  ,.       g^ 

2.  I^efpifing,  of  grace;  if  Xhaijiot'wmini^OT 
fms^  I  cWld   th^n  ,thipk  for  ^inwy  ^  l>^^r1^ 

fuqji  mif^ries/^xannpt  bci  remedied.  Truljr,^tPA* 
a  {ferplTiBg  offL  j^iy^cian,  to  think,;,  if  X  was  ftotict 
licfVoy'd  be  tpn^r^^od. helpful  •  out  'jiiot  now  ^^ 
To  cxceedipglyijfea^d^  h  it  is  here,  tc.  ^^.  ^  ^ 
^  ,  Sepondl j^%  ,Cl^i]^der,.  fappofe"^  the  time  be  p«ft%iy«t 
fcmprmier  l(i(^.ac^  ^yortby  to  i)e  forfakcaof(^ 
even  irora  tfiy  bTftfi,  not  worthy  of  thy  dj^ily.wgJ* 
much  lefs  to  tafte  of  God's  fupper;  ti>e  Lord^ 
lotji  to  Ihut  ri)c  dpor;^.hiyice  he  wept  on'JenAlcm; 
and  Pfaii'n  Uxxu  iif,  cried  out,  **  O  that^iw  peojfc 
had  vvalked/in  my  wm  V^ .thy  fins  provoked  mclo^ 
untQ  it,  if  he'haih  .m  juflice  call  thee  off;  tlicrcfa* 
though  it  be  pad,,  .be  not  difcouraged,  but  ^^^^J? 
humojed^  as  Judg.  x.  14,  15.  and  as  David,  P&iB 
xliV.  3.'  '''My  tears  ;ar^  my  nie;it,  while  jh^  fe'fc 
Where  is  your  bod^'  So  tell  the lx)rd,"fatan^W» 
i5[n.d  .feeling  faith^  aufl  fears  fay.  Where  is  my  (j^t 
Lord  pity  !  and  i\  i'hy  heart  be  fick/tell  the^Lorfl  wifc 
verfe  0.  J  am  perfuadcjl  many  fhould  quickly  W 
an  j^nfwer^ to  ihis  Queflion^  by  talking  thl4  courfe ;  b* 
thfy  ijwfs  at  l^lVof  ^he  9omrort  of  grace  and  wf^* 
becHpfe  '  Xht^yl  w  i\l  be  difpofei;^  of  *  the .  I-ord's^  ff^ 

and  \iipt.  ^\  .^      •        u    '       ^  *^..  •  j/«t>'^.V  r 

Thirdly/ Confider,  it  may  W  that  time "is  not  pA 
it  is  9,  fef  r(5t  Qn|j^  fcpow^nyto  God  ; .  ijbc^  ^por  of  P*^ 
may  only  feem  to  bcftut ;  why  do.thCnnft  bid  bxff 

clfe  ?    When  the  Nincvitcs  heard  that  they  ihouW* 

^0 
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rniUo  forty  days,  Jonah  iii.  9.  fay  they,  "  Who  caa 
tell  but  the  Lord  may  repent;"'  you  fay,  the  decree  U 
pall  and  fpoken;  and,  as  Spira  faid,  I  have  that  wit- 
bcffcd.  I  fay  again,  Who  can  tcH,  but  (if  God  had  faid 
fOj  but)  that  he  may  repent  ?  Therefore,  be  not  dif* 
K)uraged  or  faint'  becaufe  of  this.  Nay,  it  is  molt 
probable  time  is  not  paft/      *'-''.. 

1.  Becaufe  the  things  of  thy.pe^ce,  the  difcovery 
6f  the  vilenefs  of  thine  own  heart,  the  glory  of  Chrift 
is  not  hid  from  thine  eyes. 

]  1.  God  ca^is  thee  now  to  return.  When  Jodah  had 
bani(bed  Da^id,  and  they  mi^ht  thinks  He^t^ill  not 
itceive  us ;  yet  when  David  fcnt  by  his  meffengera, 
^  Why  do  you  not  bring  the  king  back?  I  am  flefh 
'*'of  your  flelli  :'*  then  they  were  all  encouraged  to 
to  hope  for  favour,'  2  Sam.  xix.  12.  14.  So, _ 
.  Fourthly,  Confider,  if  thou  doft  return,  tlie  time 
btlove  is  fo  far  froni  being  pall^  as  that  it  is  then  conic 
M&d  unto  thy  foul, 
^  (AjeSl.  But  my  fm  is  great ! 

j!fl/l  Suppofe  it  be  blafphemy  of  Cbrifl',  nay,  j^iurder 
fel^eSonotGpd;  yet,Aftsii.38.  when  Peter  preached 
f&iflt^nce  to  life,  they  that  gladly  received  that  Word, 
mX}  might  be  inftrumental  to  crucify  Chrill,  were  re- 
*iV^d.  O  but  my  heart  is  hard!  Hof.  x.  12.  *'  Break 
i|5  your  fallow-ground,  fcc.  It  is  time,"  faith  he,  &c. 
L  9h^^'  .^"^  ^^^  ^^^^  refufed  10  return,  and  have  ncic 
ken  alhamed  !'*  *  ' 

Arf  No,  Jcr.  viii.^.  "  Shall  he  fall,  and  not  arife? 
Shkil  the  LK)rd  turp  away,  and  not  return  I  Why  then 
she  fallen  perpetually?**  The  reafon  is  given,  *'No 
iian  faid,  What  hate  I  doirc  ?'*  flow  have  I  defpifeci 
Sod^s  g;race!  '^The  llork  knows  her  feafon; but,"  fee. 
hie*  Lord  keep  yoii  from  dafhiri J?  yourfelves  in  ffieces 
lere,  and  make'this  a  word  of  Gfarill's  encouraeemehc 

/cjTtf  2.  Oif  exhbrtatidd  unto  airmen,  not  to  delay 
rpur  making  peace  with  God;  !fot'  when  you  are  dead, 

S3   /         '  tbc 
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the  gate  is  fhot ;  and  if  angels  fliould  cry  to  bm  it 
opened,  they  (hall  not  be  heard. 

You  that  are  young,  take  warning  this  day,  do  not 
think  there  is  timcienough  hereafter:  Youthatare( 
do  n^t  think  it.  too  late,  or  that  it  would  be  afcamc 
to  you  to  begin  now,  who  have  propt  vp  your  beans 
with  bafc  comforts  ;  you  that  have  been  jlirrcd,  b$ 
are  now  fallen  afleep,  beware  of  dying  inyoarStcto 
and  pits  wherein  you  are  fallen ;  you  muft  flandtbete 
God  fliortly.  Though  you  Kever  repented  yet,  fcc» 
never  was  in  bitternefs,  never  had  any  great  moanh 
ing,  &c.  never  knew  the  life  of  Chrift,  peace  of  conB" 
cnce,  never  felt  the  kingdom  and  mighty  powerrf 
Chrift,  yet  defpair  not,  for  yet  there  is  hope;  botH 
once  death  comes,  theti  thou  art  gone  :  it  is  day  yet, 
and  Chrift  holds  open  hia  wings  yet  5  but  if  dc«k 
conies,  his  time  is  out. 

OijeS.  But  I  have  a  fair  tinie  yet  before  me. 

Anf,,i.  It  may  be  not ;  for  thou  art  coademeeJ 
already. 

a.  If  you  have,  yet  wilt  thou  abufe  thepatieflcesBd 
forbearance  of  God  ?  Wilt.thou  defpife  what  leads  thee 
to  repentance?  As  a  man  finking,  fpits  in  the  faccofhita 
that  holds  up  his  head;  wilt  thou^e  vrorfe  than  a  devil? 

OhjeS.  But  a  little  repentance  will  fcrve  tbctBflj 
it  is  quickly  done  ? 

Anf.  O  no!  as  j?aul  faid, '  I  have  fought  a  gcx)d  figW 
thou  hall  fins  as  dear  as  thy  life  to  forfake;  thouhrf 
devils,  and  the  world  to  wrcftle  with  ;  nay,  God  himfeif 
to  wreftle  with:  you  cannot  run  your  race  in  a  day. 

ObjeSl.  -What  if  I  be41uit  out  ? 

Anf.  I  fay  no  more,  but  only  what  Splomon  fii4 
Prov.  V.  II,  12, 13.  '*  O  how  1  have  hated  reproefr' 
that  Ihall  be  thy  woful  dirge  another  day  when  ftel  oat! 
O  never  to  have  onelook,  one  wokI  from  Chrift,  but 
to  fee  him  afar  oiF!  this  ihall  be  thy  fearful  portion 
hereafter.  •  Tnily  we  may  take  up  that  compl^*^ 

'  '  el 
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of  Oirift,  •**  You  can  difcern  ib^  time«  of  th^  wcatlicr, 
not  Chrift^s  coming. '' 

Vcrfe  n»  I  a.  Afterward  came  alfo  tJb€  ^litr  ^rgins^  faying^ 
Jjord,  Lord^  op£n  unto  us.  But  be  anf%o£rt:d  and  faid^ 
Verily  I  fay  unto  ypu^  I  know  you  not. 

T  '    ^' 

J.  N  thefe  two  verfcs  4s  fet  dowa  the  entertainment 

Gfaiift  gives  uiHo  the  £cM:>li(h  virgins,  and  his  behaviour 
tawatxl  thera ;  and  that  is,  he  did  not  j&wn  them- as  his, 
bat*  faith,  "  1  know  yoa  not.^*  ,  Their  miferable  rejec- 
tion is  aggravated  from  theie  particcilars,  (hewing 
thou-mifery, 

1.  The  note  of  certainty  of  this,  *'  VWly,"  &c. 

2.  Though  they  came  aftenward  to  the^Lord,  (it  is 
not  faid,  with  their  oil  in  their  vefTels,  &c.) 

3.  Though  they  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  open,-wfae^ 
they  came.  .  v 

T4,  Though  they  prayed  eameflly,  **  Lord,  Lord.'* 

5.  Though  they  fought  thus  with  arguments,  *'L6rd, 
Lord,"  as  if  they  fliould  fay,  Thou  art  our  Lord  and 
Saviour;  we  iooik  for  life  from  none  but  ibce. 

Obfcrv.  E.  That  after  the  coming  of  Qirift  to  death 
or  jtjdgiflent,  then  fliail  tbof^s  who  are  moll  fecretly 
wicked,  know  certainly  that  the  gate  is  fliut,  and  their 
exclufiofl,  and  final  feparation  from  the  face  of  Chriil. 

Thefe  foolilh  virgins  had  feme  liopes  and  affuraoces 

^of  mercy,  while  the  bridegroom  was  abfent  in  tbe^r  life; 

lb  -mefl  have  in  this  worid  fuch  hopes;  but  when  Chrift 

came,  ind  fiiut  the  door  upon  them^  then,  they  knew 

their  miferable  condition. 

This  life  is  compared  unto  a  fleep,  and  dream, 
Pfiilm  xc-  5.  wherein  men  underftand  and  conceive 
of  things  with  falfe  ftiapes ;  fo  here :  bnt  when  they 
awaken,,  then  they  appear  oiliarwife;  after  death  men 
^are  awakened,  and  then  they  fee  things  as  they  are ; 
the  parabie  of  the  rich  man,  Lvke  wt.  proves  this. 

S  4  Rcfijon 
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Reefun  X.  Becaufe  Grcd  th^n  lets  in  a  new  ligfe, 
moll  full  and  clear,  to  fee  and  know  things  as  ther 
are,  and  (o  to  know  therofelves  and  their  ellates;  it 
4«  an  Athttft's  fpecch,  Ecclef.  ix.  5.  7.  JO.  **  Tiiac  tfce 
dead  know  not  any  thing;"  and  hence  be  as  merry  as 
you  can,  eat  thy  bread  with  joy,  &c.     No,  now  tkcf 
do  know,  Sec.  as  the  faints  know  their  eternal  aceepu- 
tion,  bey  a  mofl:  glorious  light ;  God  walks  darkly  here, 
but  then  this  full  light  Ibali  come  in ;  as  it  is  with  a  roan 
that  is  t|6  be  condemned,  before  he  be  paft^  the  jod^e 
brings  in  full  evidence  ;  ft>,  Hcb.  ix.  27.  **  Afier death 
Cometh  judgment ;"  there  is  full  evidence:  wben  Adam 
"llood  b^re  God,  the  Lord  fully  convinced  him;  when 
-death  cfomes,  then  there  isanendbf  men'sAeward&ips, 
Luke  xvi.  2.    and  when  an  ead  comes  to  that,  what 
'Gomes  theJ^'?  Come  give  up  thy  accotmt ;  nour  tboie 
^whofe  reckotiings  are  naught,  mull  either  deceive  and 
^blind  the  alUlearching  eyes  of  God,   and   fo  not  be 
found  out,  or  they  (hall  fee  wherein  they  have  beca 
•^itithlefs  and  falfe.     What  is  fpoken  of  the. general 
'judgitieiit;  is  true  alfo  of  this  particular,  it  is  the  day 
df  revelation  ;  God  himfelf  will  now  clear  up  matters, 
a^  Chrlft  ddth  here,  **  Verily  1  know  you  not-'' 
"^^  Meafon  a.  Becaufe  then  the  foul  wiHdefire  to  know, 
v'sewd  bdve  tenure  to  fee  and  kqow  itfelf ;  as  tbefe  fooltli 
Irirgiiis,  thetr*  fouls  weF9  looking  (in  a  iort)  in  a  lift- 
^ti^flf  fbr  Ghrift,  .but  nowr  they  look  and  fee  indeed; 
■fteiiMe^know  not  themfelves  t^dugh  having  light;  nor 
'%^\t  prefent  mifery,  becaufe'  they  dcfire  not  to  knov; 
land  "^hM^tf  reflet  not  tipon  them felves  according  to 
riight  iioa^Vor4Elhey  defire  ft  to  do,  yet  tliey   have 
'^ot  leiA>rd$^(thlr  not4e  andi  muItitiKle  of  cares,  keeps 
them  from  a  clear  knowing  of  their  eftates  :   but  oov 
*fiWn^'>fl|iitUrflJecbpought    to  the  Jand  of  t  foUiarinefs, 
<^and:'iUail  fhave^Uifure    to  fee^  *  having  God's  ligbc 
^  fd^^r^tbdre^'fl^sll  then  be  no  bufinef;«^   bat  osly 
^^^ 'Cimfitksr^  ^\Vhi9  am  i?  Andiwtiat  baye  I  done?  Mea  | 
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filiftU  have  no  cities  to  build,  no  bufinefs  to  do,  m  Felix 
then,  and  hence  put  out  the  light. 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  then  confcience  is  throughly 
awakened,  becaufe  it  is  a  time  of  judgment  now;  and 
if  fo,  then  the  witneiTes  muil  appear ;  though  they 
have  been  filent  long  before,  they  Ihall  be  forced  to 
fpeak.  Now  it  is  wonderful  to  fee  what  confcience 
will  fpeak,  when  God  awaliens  it!  men  many  times 
will  not  fee  the  evil  which  they  have  done  ;  but  con- 
Ibience  will  make  them  fee  it,  nay,  confefs  it,  when  ic 
is  awakened.  Three  things  confcience  yvill  do,  when 
U  is  awakened.     - 

ft  It  will  Ihew  a  man  his  chief  fins;  which  he  de» 
fended,  which  he  extenuated,  which  he  never  fufpec* 
ted  ;  *^  Thefe  things  haft  thou  done.'' 

2.  It  can  bring  freih  to  memory  fins  forgotten, 
flighted,  dead  and  buried,  a  great  number,  all  of  them 
as  if  new  done,  John  iv.  29.  *^  All  things  that  ever 
.Jdid,>'' 

3*  It  can,  and  will  aggravate  all. thefe  things  and 
fins,  and  prefent  them  in  the  greatnefs  of  them,  that 
men's  mouths  (liall  pafs  their  own  fentence  upon  them, 
as  Cain  did ;  that  let  all  the  world  perfuade  them  their 
cafe  19  good,  they  cannot  believe  it ;  now  this  we 
fee  in  this  life  in  fome  ;  but  when  life  is  ended,  then 
thefe  things  Ihall  be  a£ted  much  more  lively,  Pfal.1.  at. 
**  I  will  reprove  thee;"  even  of  what  they  thought  God 
did  approve;  '^  And  I  will  fet  them  in  order;."  in  their 
•  number  and  greatnefs,  before  .their  eyes;  i.r»  of  con* 
fcience;  al(  falihoods,  deceits,  loathfon^e  tricks,  &c^  I 
did  this  and  that,  but  I  had. thefe  ends  in  them,  and  I 
harboured  thefe  fins  by  them,  will  confcience  make 
naen  fay.  :^ 

Reajhn  4.  Becaufe  bow  Satan,  to  whole  cullody 
the  foul  is^committedi  appears  to  the  foul,  and  it  fees 
itfelf  ia  his  hands.  The  beft  hypocrite  is  never  deli- 
vered  out  of  the  heads  q{  Satui^  aod  his  power ;  he 
yiU  either  keep  conilant  poflcffioa ;   or  if  not,  yet  lie 

wiU 
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will  retoni  agais ;  now  he  will  not  appetr  Ui  Ikistiae 
of  peace  to  the  foul,  becaufe  there  is  yet  hope ;  to 
after  death,  tbeA  hope  is  paft,  and  therefore  then  tp- 
pears ;  for  as  the  fouls  of -the  eledk  are  carried  to  beava 
by  angels,  and  blefled  among  them ;  fo  the  fouls  cf 
the  wicked  are  in  the  hands  of  devils,  £  Pet.  iii.  19. 
<*  He  preached  to  the  fpirits  now  in  priibn  ;'*  thievesi 
fo  long  as  they  are  aot  known,  <>r  if  known,  not  ^ 
prehended,  they  fear  not  death ;  but  when  taken,  ui 
laid  up  in  prifon,  there  they  know  their  death,  and  there 
they  fee  their  jailor;  {o  here :  and  as  Satan  did  condesit 
.  and  fad  the  heart  of  the  humbled  out-caft,  2 Cor.  ii.  ti. 
fo  much  more.tbeie,  when  caft  out  ftom  the  {vefeace 
of  God.  A  captive,  when  taken  by  him  that  bath  over- 
come him,  the  conqueror  appears,  and  fets  bis  fM 
*  tipon  him,  efpecially  if  one  eminent  vrhoox  Sataahttk 
conquered. 

Eeafup  5.    Becaufe  of  the  intole^rable    and  hesvy 
wrath  of  God,  which  then  doth  feize  upon  the  Ibol'^ 
Luke  £vi.  24.  '*  I  am  tormented*^^'   In  this  life,  though 
God  be  loft,  yet  raen*s  hearts  are  comforted  with  cret- 
tures,  and  patience,  and  common  bounty ;  as  it  is  widi 
fcalded  legs,  eafcd  in  the  water;  but  now,  when  mcs 
-   are  dead,  then  there  is  no  creature  to  enjoy,  to  etfe 
the  heart ;  the  body  is  dead,  and  what  are  thefe  thinp 
to  the  foul,  now  hence  the  foul  feels  God  is  gone,  vd 
forever  gone,  and  now  when  he  hath  raoft  need,  in 
great  torment  gone,  the  foul  feels  this,  I  fay ;  and  feel- 
ing this  woe  in  their  hearts.     Let  men  deceive  thcffl- 
felvcs  never  fo  deeply  with  ftilfe  imaginations,  yet  when 
they  feel  it  otherwifej  it  (hall  confute  them,  as  the  gcse- 
rations  of  men  in  the  daysof  Noah ;  men  will  have  fooe 
hope  while  patience  lafts,  but  when  that  is  gone,  then 
3\  ^^P^  *«d  hearts  fmk  alfo ;  whiles  men  be  in  the 
▼effel,  they  hope  to  live,  but  if  that  fink,  and  they  ctn 
Jee  no  plank  nor  (here,  but  fee  waves,  and  mcnctj' 
^^S>  &c.  now  their  hearts  muft'necds  faU  them. 
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Vp  I.  Of  terror  to  them  who  upon 

clear  conviftioa 

irotn  the  word,  'will  not  believe  ttieir  doom,  their  mf- 
fcry-now.     Sometimes  the  word  comes  lb  near  meit, 
'and  the  vtry  fin  they  live  and  ly  in,  is  pointed  at,  found  • 
ont,  and  worda  and  thoughts  opened,  as  if  fome  body 
bad  told  the  minifter  of  the  man ;    and  they  think  he 
ipeaks  againfl  me,  but  they  will  not  believe  that  fin  is 
vo  black,  or  God  fo  angry,  but  hope  well ;  but  if  they 
tJo  flight,  and  regard  not  thefc  conviftions,  yet  O  re- 
Tnembcr  the  time  is  xlrawrng  on,  and  it  is  not  far  off, 
kx\sx  therein  you  (hall  know,  the  word  of  the  Lord  is 
more  precious  to  him  than  to  you;  you  let  it  fall,  but 
the  Lord  will  not;  i  Sam-  iii.  19.  The  old  world  would 
not  believe  Noah,  the  Lord'  therefore  made  their  ex- 
perience tonvince  them  of  it.     I  know  meti  may  be 
dcpeivc^J;  but,  as  he  faid  in  another  cafe,  "  The  word 
is  not  bound;"  fo  the  word  which,  like  God,  fearcheth 
the  fccrets  of  thy  heart,  and  thy  hypocrify,  that  is.  not 
, deceitful;  **  Thy  fceptre,  O  Lord,  is  a  right  fce|)tre,*' 
and  it  cannot  be  crooked  and  bent.     And  if  man  doth 
condemn  thee,  know  it,  God  is  greater  than  man,  and 
it  is  his  glory  to  confirm  the  words  of  his  fcrvants, 
that  are  not  diviners,  footh-fayers  and  uncertain  prog- 
nollicators  of  men's  deftinics,  Ifa.  xliv.  26.  but  having 
their  warrant  from  the  word,  it  fhall  be  confirmed  by 
God  himfelf ;  nay,  that  very  word  Ihall  arife,  though 
it  ileeps  bow;  the  word  is  only  left«s  a^vitnefs,  Mat. 
xxiv,  14.  and  do  you  think  it  Ihallnot  be  fo?  If  Ghrift 
lives,  he  will  confirm  it.     Is  it  not  better  to  know  youf 
condition  npw,  and  be  humbled  for  it,  feeing  clfe  yoA 
muft  know  it,  when  it  i^  too  late  to  know  it  ?     If  two 
have  a  quarrel  againft  each  other,  and  the  one  who  hatH 
the  better  fide  entreats  to  agree  with  him,  to  acknow« 
ledge  his  fault,  he  humbled,  it  will  forgive  him,  befor<j 
he  comes  to  higher  courts  where  he  will*  be  tried,  an4 
himfelf  call,  and  fuch  a  fine,  and  damages  tie  fet  upon 
his  head,  as  will  utterly  undo  him ;  is  it  not  a  mifery 
for  fuch  m  pne  fo  brought  under,  to  feed  himfelf  witli 

hopeij^ 
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hopes,  and  not  to  liften,  till  be  bath  fpent  aU»  and  is 
utterly  undon?,  and  beggared?  truly  thus  itls^h^re; 
and  To  I  end  with  reminding  you  of  the  fpeech  of  Ood 
to  £li*s  Tons,  I  Sam.  ii.  25.  ^  They  heard  not  their 
**■  father,  becaufe  God  would  flay  them ;''  fd  hera  yaa 
will  not  *hear  minifters  condemn  you,  becauie  Go^ 
will  do  it. 

U/e  2.  See  the  great  folly  of  thofe  who  having  got 
fome  falfe  comforts,  and.  are  loth  to  know  the  worft 
of  their  ellates  now;  Ifaiah  xxx.  xo.  *^  That  fay  to  ti^ 
**  prophets^  Prophcfy  deceits  :**  Or  if  not,  they  ifiR 
not  come  to  the  light,  John  iii.  20.  or  if  light  come 
to  them, .they  hate  it  Wd  put  it  out,  choke  it^  if  cbey 
do  not  alfo  hate  the  man.  Shall  you  know  your  eftatf 
hereafter,  apd  will  you  not  fee  it  ?  What  will  it  profit 
you  to  Hide  your,  eyes  from  the  Almighty's  fcarcfi^ 
who  ca^not^ide  yourselves?  It'is  true,  if  there  wa^ 
no  hope  now,^  then  men*  might  comfort  thcmfelves, 
'  f  nd^.  not  die,^  with  thoughts  and  fears  of  it,  tiU  they 
Qome  to  die  ;  but  there  is  hope; — O  folly  not  to  &e 
it  now!  anil  truly  this  is  men's  frame- 

I.'  Becaufe  fome  think  it  a  Ihanie  to  , begin  noW, 
after  they  have  been  fo  well  thought  of,  now  to  firip 
Ihemjclvcs. 

2.  jBecaufe  of  trouble,  men  naturally  will  kvbidiL 
jind  bene?  (km  their  fores  over  fuperficially.  ^^''\ 

I  3.  BcQaufe^they  think  it  impomble,  or  very  difficnft 
to  be  faved  now,  if  all  fhould  be  naught  mat  they 
h^ye  done  .already  ;  and  hence  rather  hazard  ^,'ana 
put  it  to  thAvepture.  ^   . ,.    i  \, 

/  4.  Becauie  they  vmud  maintain  their  iniloce'ncy  aS(! 
confidence, ^What !  muft  I  not  believe,  nor  hope  wea?* 
.5'  Bcca^Ie  when  they  have  done  their  Self,  thcj^ 
Caii  do  iio  mpn^  than  what  they  do  now,  viz.  trui(  to 
pod^^s Jnfcrcy. .^     ^^      ^-        ,  -    .     -.   .    «,  -  •' 

But  more  oarticularly  this' appears  :  ^  '  «•  -  • 
^  rACQii  W«5n.l?«**  W^U  not  fee.  nor  defire.tlie  Lord 
tq,rJv2ahyff t^n^^^^^^^^^  xx^S^L^3.    that 
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is  one  part  6f  heart-flattery,  not  to  fee  to  do  good  ; 
a  gracious  heart  is  broken  off  from  flattery;  he  knowa 
|C»  and  hence  will  to  the  Lord^;  when  he  knows  not 
himfelfy  and  his  ellate.  Lord  teach  me ;  the  damning 
iin,  is  fome  dear  fin ;  a  fin  which  the  foul  allows  ha- 
bitation, and  houfe-room,  and  heart-room  unto ;  and 
hence  it  will  not  fee  it,  becaufc  it  woi^ld  not.]>art 
^Afith  it;  and  hence  it  faith,  it  cannot  fee^it,  be* 
^aufe  it  will  not ;  as  oppreffors,  by  unlawful  prices^  ' 
and  exacting  immoderate  wages,  cannot  fee  their  fin^ 
though  privately  and  publicly  fpoken  of,  bcc^ufe 
they  win  not;  cannot  fee  it,  becaufc  they  will  not: 
It  is  ftrange  to  fee  how  time-fervers  will  defend  their 
fafliions ;  and  they,  cannot  fee  it,  becaufe  the  heart  19 
fecretly  in  love  with  fuch  vanities  ;  and  it  is  juft,  fe^- ' 
ypg  they  love  not  the  truth,  they  fhould  be  dcceivciS 
by  errors.  Two  ways  men  have  to  hide  their  fins 
from  God  himfelf.  ; 

"^  I.  By  covering  them  with  reafon :  A  mati  that  li 
afliamed  of  his  nakednefs  or  fore,  he  will  get  a  cover* 
ing  for  it ;  hereby  one  may  know  what  a  man^s  chief 
fin  is,  viz.  by  his  reafonings  for  it ;  as  one  may  lofojir 
Inhere  the  eggs  be,  by  the  hen's  fitting  upon  them  j 
ahd  truly,  a  little  realbn^.will  blind  the  eyes  mafiy 
times;  nay,  though  God  and  fcripture  be .broiight^in : 
Balaam  would  fain  find  out  fome  light  from  God  to. 
purfe,  and  firom  altar  to  altar  be  went,  &c^  but  fofend 
aothing ;  thus  here,  &c. 

2.  By  covering  them  with  duties  and  forrows,  aiidi 
yet  keeping  them ;  for  when  men  do  fee  theiV  fltir; 
and  it  is  great,  what  do  they  therefore?  .^hcy  walh  it 
with  tears,  they  confcfs  ii;  as  tliofe,  Ifaiah  Ivui!  ij;^ 
they  faft  for  ftrife  or  debate  i '  they*^  would '  be  veked* 
with  enraged  confciences  but  for  tntTe6'ut^s}\iiQ,^\u$ 
makes  them  hope  well ;  an^^  ^  here  confe  '  rifi  ^^% 
diftiQ^^ions,  I  haye  fihi*  as  btl/efs,^^  but']^  tiifiu^  iinder 
iheif;   O  but/cmetaber,  thofe  torr^wa  ocflfrfy^^^ 

^  "    ' ''''""'    ""■  ^"^   ''' ""   ''"'  ^^*  ^y 
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bf  little  and  Utcle,  tnd  do  not  feed  Hxl  ;  but  the(e  eafr 
thee  tn  thy  (ia ;  Hofea  x.  4.  *^  Hemlock  grows  up 
**  ia  the  fiirrovrs }  you  fpeak  words,  fahh  the  Lord/'  &w« 
So  here,  bo. 

Secoodly,  When  men  are  willing  tbe  Lord  (hooli 
let  them  fee  their  Hn,  but  unwiUiog  to  attend  him  ifl 
the  ufe  of  all  means  for  that^end }  efpecially  thefe  two* 

t.  Diligent  watch  over  the  heart  daily,  by  frequeaC 
reflefiing  apon  its  own  afts;  it  is  ft  range  to  fee  what 
difcoveries  might  be  made  by  obferving  end^,  aims, 
motives  of  workings ;  hence  Cbrill  beal^  much  upoD 
thU.  > 

a.  Daily  meditation  in  fome  folemn  manner^  2  Tim. 
\u  7«  *^  Coniider  what  I  (ay,  and  the  Lord  fhall  give 
thee  onderdanding.''  It  is  a  thooland  to  one  if  metf 
do  not  lofe  themfelves  in  negleft  of  this,  Hag.  i.  5.  j* 
David  faid,  **  I  confidered  my  ways,  sad  torned."^^ 
Nour,  to  fay.  Let  the  Lord  fearch  me,  btft  not  to  ofe 
means,  is  to  ihut  your  eyes  againft  tbe  book,  mod  fay, 
Now  Lord  teach  me. 

Ufi  3*  Of  exhortation;  O  therefore  know  the  worft 
of  your  own  hearts  now,  Fhilipi  ii.  11.  «*  Work  out 
your  falvation  with  fear/'  Saints  with  a  fear  of  care* 
ful  feflfcbt  but  you  much  more.  Oen  xxvii.  ii,  ta. 
Wheii  Rebeccah  woakt  have  Jacob  go  to  Ifaac,  Ikkb 
Jacob,  '*  What  if  my  father  feel  me,  I  may  get  a  curfe 
liien."  So  the  Lord  Jefos  (believe  it)  will  feel  thee; 
he  will  fee  who  thou  art,  before  he  let  thee  idio  heaven; 
if  thou  art  a  Granger  to  thy  fin,  and  Cbrift,  and  his 
grace,  thou  ilialt  fee  the  gate  fhut  upon  thee  hereafter} 
therefore  know  it  now  how  it  is  with  thee  ;  nothiag 
vnll  be  fuch  a  cut  to  thy  heart  as  this,  via.  when  it  is 
too  late  to  fee  the  iln  whioh  tailed  -,  O  this  will  tof« 
xuent  I  as  it  doth  politicians,  when  they  fee,  there  I 
forfook  a  rule  of  policy,  there  I  was  miftaken ;  if  I  had 
carried  the  buftnefs  otberwife  tiiere,  then  I  had  got  this; 
O  ittr^nbtea  tham:  ib  it  will  do  you,  when  you  ihtU 
fee  your  projeds  and  hopes  dalhed* 
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i^fif/>.  How  fliall  I  know  this  ? 

Anf.  I.  Mark  what  other  godly  and  dircerningt 
fpeak  or.isar  concerning  thee  y  for  though  God  reveals 
BOt  a  hypocrite  to  all,  yet  it  is  feldom  but  it  is  to  fome 
or  others,  i  Tin),  v.  aj.  not  fpeak  againft,  yet  ifot  givo 
full  teGtimony. 

2.  Mark  what  confcience  fpeaks,  or  fears  thee  with 
in  cool  blood,  without  getting  thofe  fears  quenched 
by  frefn  application  of  Chrift's  blood;  it  is  laid,  "  The 
fears  of  the  wicked  fhall  come  upon  him :"  There  are 
fome  hot  pangs  which  men  have,  and  then  think  well 
of  themfelves,  but  generally  live  ckjX  from  God  and 
Chrift.  Mark  which  way  the  foale  turns,  when  you 
ttre  (lill ;  the  worm  that  is  not  killed,  will  gnaw  forr 
ever,  if  it  bites  now* 

3.  Mark  what  troubled  thee  when  affli£tions  were 
-oppn  thee ;  then  God  many  times  convinceth  xatn  of 
£olly  f  when  Benjamin's  fack  had  the  eup,  ''  The  Lord 
hath  fom^  out  our  iniquity^'  feid  they.  Gem  3&Iiv.  x6» 
So  fome  evils  may  be  fallely  imputed,  but  then  you 
fhall  fee  fome  other  fin,  it  may  be,  for  which  the  Lor^l 

►  may  have  had  long  a  contfoverfy  with  you.  . 

4.  Mark  what  thou  art  when  croiTed ;  many  a  one 
is  good,,  while  men  and  God  pieafe  him;  but  when 
reproof  comes,  cr  he  is  croft,  thai  he:  is  mad,  hair-> 
brained,  hateful,  fcornful>  wilful,  Eccl.  x»  ix.  For 
i}ien  may  be  croft  of  their  will,  but  their  own  enda^ 
they  will  not  be  croft  in;  mark  how  yoo. deny  your 
own  ends  in  what  you  do,  then  you  may  appeal  to 
God  indeed: 

5.  Mark  y^m  temptations  and  corruptions  with 
oppofition ;  if  aU  be  quiet,  either  there  is  a  truf^e  for 
a  time,  of.  elfe  there  is  pcac^  between  you  and  iin^ 
sod  Satan,  and  fo  war  between  God  and  you* 

6.  MsCVkthyopinioaa;  **  Sometimes  (faith  Solomon) 
•*  a  fool  is  not  known  till  then,"  Prov,  xvii,  z&.  foe 
they  arife  (unlcf^  fomf  in  fimpU^ty)  from  f^me^cor- 
itiption. 
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^eft.  2.  Howr  may  the  faints  come  to  be  festH 
that  ihcy  may  know  this  ? 

Anf.  I.  Biware  of  contenting  yourfelf  with  so? 
mcafurc ;  but,  with  Paul,  *•  Reach  after  things  befart,^ 
8cc.  For  hence  the  foolifh  virgins  were  dcccivcdr 
but  after  all  fillings  be  ever  empty,  hungry,  tat 
feeling  need,  and  praying  for  more,  fetting  thyfdf 
againil  all  fin ;  fay  with  David,  **  Cleanfe  me  froa 
•*  fecret  fins,'' 

2.  Strike  at  the  root  of  all  fin,  viz.  your  evil  na* 
tifres,  mourn  daily  under  it,  and  the  adivityofitt 
and  though  feme  fins  be  unknown,  yet  when  the  roo( 
dies,  they  (hall  die,  Ifaiah  Ivii.  18.  When  you  moari 
tor  this,  God  will  fpeak  peace. 

3.  Be  fure  your  end  be  right,  that  having  rcccivsl 
Chrift,  and  doing  duties,  you  do  them  before  biO) 
and  for  bis  fake;  for  here  hypocrites  fail;  and  this 
makes  Paul  to  appeal  to  Chrilt,  2  Cor.  v.  "  Dcpirt 
•*  ye  workers  of  iniquity,''  will  Ghrift  fay  heresfter, 
you  have  fought  yourfclves  in  all  this:  Thoogli 
the  duty  is  hard,  and  thy  heart  loth  to  come  to  i^ 
yet  fay,  **  For  thy  fake,  Lord,  I  love  it.'* 

Obferv.  2.  The  earned  cries  and  prayers  of  fln«- 
generate  men  at  death  or  judgnvent,  are  then  toolKC 
to  procure  mercy  from  the  hands  of  Chrift.  If  ttot 
be  any  means  in  time  of  diilrefs  to  have  help,  it  is  bf 
prayer,  if  helps  the  faints  out  of  deep  pitd,  dark  don- 
geons,  Lam.  iii*  and  iron  furnaces,  bitter  agonies 
intolerable  preiFures ;  by  this  means,  though  they 
ihall  lib  it  then,  becaule  their  torment  is  great,  td 
their  felf-loTe  remains,  as  tbefe  virgins  did,  jet  it 
comes  too  late  then ;  I  know  their  prayers  diflcr; 
but  of  that  1  fhall  fpeak  hereafter. 

Retffhn  t*  If  in  this  life  fometimes  tliey  come  too 
late,  much  more  after  this,  but  fo  it  is  Ibmetimes: 
Prov.  u  28.  Pfalm  rviii.  41.  Prov.  xt.  i.  even  unto 
the  Lord.    The  Lord  fees  it  meet  to  give  a  uftc<^ 
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his  fevfirity  after  llfe^   and  ih  thi^  lifcj  ftJit"  men  taay 
i!car,  and  the  terror  may  fall  upon  many. 

Reafon  2.  Becaufe  then  Chrid  fits  upoil  the  thronrf 
of  judgment,  and  fo  no  Mediator  td  help  tberii,  as  hath 
been  proved;  arid  if  It  be  fo,  *'  How  (hall  they  ftand?'* 
Pfalm  cxxJc.  3,  In  this  life  mercy  waits,  and  patience 
bears,  till  it  can  beat  do  longer,  and  then  doth  eafe 
itfelf,  Ezek.  V.  13.  and  cries  to  julUce,  &c*  -  And 
therefore  the  prayers  and  bowlings  of  the  wicked  ard 
to  no  more  purpofe  than  of  a  malefactor  before  the 
judge  condemned  for  treafdn.  . 

Reafon  3.  Becaufe  their  cried  are  but  Only  howHtigs^ 
flof.  vii.  14.  only  rifmg  from  their  own  torment, 
becaufe  the  Spirit  of  God  is  quite  gone,  and  if  the 
Lord  ihould  hear>^  they  would  be  as  bad  agiain  as  eyef 
before;  if  mercy  'fhould  fave  tliefe  thieves  frdra  thi$ 
gajlows,  they  would  cut  the  throat  and  ftab  the  heart 
of  naercy  afterward,  a$  all  fuCh.  perforts  do,  ^ho  are 
Carried  from  that  principle  in  their  prayers }  and 
therefore  let  them  never  look  to  be  heard  ilowi 

Ufc  1.  Hence  fee  the  eiccecding  greatjicfs  df  the 
wrath  of.Chrirt,  to  them  that  die  without  hirtif  Pfalni 
xviii-  4t.     Many  times  the  Lord  hides  bi^'  faqe  ffoni^ 
his  people  for  a  time;  but  then  they  pray^amd  feek 
his  face  again,   and  the  Lord  hears  thenl*  |g)^  ihide^ 
upon  them  again ;   when  his  Spirit  in  thcitx  fjpeaks  to, 
him,  his. Son  in  his  covenant  fpeaks  uritfo  l^fvA  ;  aild 
the  Lord  hears  the  cry  of  their  weeping^ a^^^i^ell  dd 
their  praying,  Pfalm  vi,  8.     But  if  wh^Sri  l^qjj^pray 
earneftly,  and  the  Lord  hears  npt  tbem,  bjztf  i$)jingry 
with  their- prayers,   O  this  is  biUef  ,tq  the'^jli^'Pfaliti 
Ixxx.  4,5.  Lam.  iii.44,  it  i^.tjja^(y^judi  ChrKU^ypically 
complains  of»  Pfalm  xxii.  i,rrr-^*  V^^J^  *s,np  wrathi 
like  this;  for  a  God  io  pitiful,  ^Si^a^y  times .ttf. help 
without  cries,  more  tbaor  a  motjier^v^^ender  bowels^ 
sitid  not  to  regard  cries,  &$  if^e  had  fad  off  his  pature: 
this  makes  wrath  and  fin  bitter  to  the  people  of  God; 
tLtid  indeed  this  is  fhe  reafon  why  the  Lor^  gives  his 
Vol,  IL  T  people 
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people  merty  i  but  it  is  by  means  of  prayer  ofinDf, 
that  they  might  fee  in  what  favour  they  arc  in  hisS^t 
9bove  others,  that  when  he  feems  to  be  averfe  frooi 
hearing,  yet  prayer  will  turn  the  wheel,  and  Jacob 
prevails  over  God ;  and  hence,  Pfalm  ii.  Chrift  M 
have  all  nations  for  his  poffcffions ;  bat  yet,  **  Alkof 
me  :'*  As  Herod,  when  he  faid,  "  Aflt  of  me,  toibc 
half  of  the  kingdom,'^  8tc.  And  hence  exceeding 
wrath  is  fhewn,  in  denying  for  a  time,  to  hear  praycf 
many  times  :  Now  look  upon  the  condition  of  poor 
iinners  dying  without  Chrift  ;  they  (hall  then  cry,  and 
cry  earneilly,  and  yet  not  prevail ;  if  the  wrath  of  GoJ 
did  break  out  at  this  time,  and  lie  heavy,  and  ti« 
Lord  fay.  Now  *'  Cry,  and  I  will  deliver;"  it  was  no 
fuch  fprrow,  though  bitter  enough,  to  lie  under  wrath 
one  moment ;  but  to  t:ry,  and  cry  vehemently,  Lo^. 
Lotd,  and  never  be  heard,  Q  who  can  bear  this !  their 
torments  are  intolerable;  hath  the  Lord  no  pity! 
Their  cries  are  many*  and  hearts  are  faint?  Hath 
Chrift  no  bowels  ?  Hath  this  Lamb  no  more  meckuA 
gentlenefs  ?  Yes,  that  there  is ;  but  fuch  is  his  tcntjr 
now,  they  are  (hut  up  from  you ;  and  fo  fhall  ever  te, 
though  you  fliall  cry,  and  weep  as  many  tears,  wi 
more  too  than  the  fea  hath  drops ;  and  when  you  can- 
toot  come  before  his  face,  the  gate  being  fliut,  yoti  fhall 
cry,  "  That  the  rocks  and  mountains  may  fill  tipw 
you,  to  hide  you  from  this  wrath  of  the  Lamb;''  and 
you  fhall  then  cry,  "  Behold,  and  fee,  if  ever  forroff 
<*  were  like  mine !"  but  all  fliall  be  in  vain. 

O  therefore  fee  the  greatnefs  of  this  wrath,  foaJ 
to  fee  the  bitternefs  of  any  one  fin,^  which  ftandsye^ 
between  thee  and  Chrift,  which  though  it  b^  f^^^ 
^nder  thy  tongue  now,  yet  ^hen  the  day  of  thy 
anguifh  fliall  «ome,  it  iliall  fhut  up  Chrift's  heart 
from  hearing  all  cries. 

Ufe  2.  Of  exhortation.  To  perfuade  all  men  ta 
take  their  feafon  of  praying  now.  Ifaiah  Iv.  i.  with  6. 
when  the  Lord  cried,  "  Gome  to  the  waters,"  fc; 

^  afli 
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»d  becaufe  they  might  plead  hereafter;  O,  faitli  he, 
•  Call  upon  him  while  he  is  near ;"  there  will  be 
i  great  gulf  between  you  and  Chrift,  when  you 
He  dead ;  now,  therefore^  when  the  Lord  comes^  Iti 
lis  word  efpecially,  cry  unto  him  for  help  and 
?«y- 

You  will  fay,  There  is  no  great  need,  thanks  ht 
iOf  God,  of  prcffing  men  to  prayer  here;  who  is  fo 
Jrofane  but  doth  ?  He  is  not  worthy  to  live,  or  to 
mjoy  the  benefit  of  the  fun,  nor  fit  to  live  among  the 
Society  of  men,  who  dares  not  do  thus,  but  to  liv^ 
imong  bears  and  wolves,  and  bcafts  in  the  wilder- 
icfs.  I  would  to  God  there  was  no  need  to  prefa 
iiis  point ;  but  truly,  the  country  being  a  place  filled 
i^ith  difcontents,  which  ever  keeps  from  prayer,  be- 
:mufe  the  devil  is  in  them  :  and  alfo  of  great  peace 
ind  Teft;  hence,  here  men  are  more  apt  to  fleep^ 
ind  grow  fecure,  than  in  any  other  place  of  the  world; 
«id  the  fpirit  of  prayer  is  ready  to  die,  even  in  God^s- 
>wn;  and  hard  it  is  for  this  incenfe  to  be  fwect^ 
i^ithout  fome  fire,  fome  affliftion  thereunto. 

!•  Som^  there  be,  that  do  not  fo  much  as  feel  theif 
oifcry  at  all,  neither  fin  nor  wrath ;  and  hence  the)^ 
:annot  pray  at  all ;  they  are'  not  in  fo  good  a  cafe  to 
)iray,  as  the  damned  who  feel  their  mifery,  and  cry 
wit  under  it ;  thefe  caft  out  of  God's  fight,  yet  hav- 
ing hope,  and  fo  Ihould  pray  the  more,  and  fo  cry 
>ut  under  it,  yet  cannot ;  though  the  earth  groans 
mder  fins,  yet  their  hearts  are  hard,  and  they  can- 
iJot  feel  them,  and  fo  cannot  pray  ;  and  they  quiet 
'Hemfelves  with  fome  forms,  and  their  coleworta 
twice  fodd,  and  fome  cold  prayers  morning  and  even- 
ing* and  hope  that  thete  will  ferve  the  turn,  and  her©; 
is  all  the  comfort  they  have ;  nay,  not  only,  fo,  but 
'f  others  that  know  \htit  hearts  better,  and  fo  pray  ' 
longer,  reprove  them  for  it,  they  finfuUy  reply,  What  I 
fou  are  like  the  Pharifees,  that  think  to  be  heard 
fef  thtir  long  prayers,     0 1   the  Lord  gives  many 

Ti  tip 
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up  to  this  fpirit  of  flumber ;    their  hearts  are  hctvy, 
and  can  no  more  lift  them  up  than  a  ftone. 

2.  Some  there  be  who  feel  their  mifery,  and  go  onio 
the  Lord  with  many  cries  and  prayers,  but  yet  beraa 
behave  themfelves  like  Saul,  when  God  anfwered  ium 
not,  ihen  they  forfake  him;  and  like  them,  MaL  irui4- 
"  What  profiteth  it  us  that  we  have  walked  mouni- 
fully  ?"  And  thinking  they  fhall  not  find,  they  boU 
their  cities,  as  Cain  did,  and  eafe  themfelves  that  way. 

3.  Some  there  be  that  do  not  give  over,  becswfe 
they  think  they  fliall  pot  find,  but  eafe  themfelves  bf 
their  very  prayers,  pray  out  their  prayers,  and  con* 
fefs  out  their  confeiiions,  and  mourn  out  their  for- 
rows ;  and  are  compared  to  the  dog,  who  eafeth  him- 
felf  by  his  vomit ;  they  are  troubled,  and  then  prayer 
eafeth  them,  and  when  a  little  eafe^  then  prayer  is  dooCi 
as  Pfalm  jxxviii.  35.  38. 

4«  Some  that  have  no  eafe,  yet  have  00  leifore, 
nor  time ;  as  many  fervants,  and  men  greedy  of  the 
world  rife  betimes,  and  work  hard,  fleepy  at  night, 
that  they  cannot  have  leifure ;  and  when  confcience 
aiks.  Why  {do you  not  take  time?  This  is  their  excafe, 
O  but  cannot  you  take  it  put  of  your  fleep,  and  lofii 
your  life,  rather  than  lofe  your'feafons  of  prayer; 
they  hope  hereafter  fo  to  do. 

5*  Some  that  have  leifure,  yet  their  hearts  ait 
dead  ;  they  can  pray  and  ftand  convinced  of  mtfery ; 
but  I  fay,  their  hearts  arc  dead:  Ifaiah  Ixiv*  7.  **  Nooc 
**  ftifreth  up  himfelf^'*  Nay,  fometimes,  as  a  man 
afleep,  when  the  fire  burns  round  about  him^  yet  be 
feels  it  not,  Ifaiafc  ^lii.  25.  They  can  vex,  and  be 
difcontent  when  erodes  and  affli^ions  come,  but  no 
heart  to  pray,  or  lay  their  condition  to  heart :  O  this 
is  fad  and  fearful ! 

I  befeech  you  therefore  take^  your  time  now ;  you 
muft  and  fliall  pray. 

I.  Do  you  tiiink  ever  to  have  mercy  without  fcdc- 
ing  it^  and  praying  hard  for  it  I    No,  if  ever  God  is- 

icndi 
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<cod  good  to  thee,  if  an  elect  veffel,  ihou  muft  pray ; 
yea,  and  glad  you  may  have  fuch  an  invaluable  privi- 
^ledge,  and  that  you  are  alive  to  do  it.  I  know  the 
l^rd  is  foCind  of  then;i  that  feek  him  not ;  feek  there- 
fere  in  time  now,  before  it  is  too  late. 
I  Do  not  fay  the  gate  is  ftiut ;  no,  it  is  yet  open, 
'and  that  by  the  blood  of  a  Mediator,  Htb.  x.  19,  20. 
So  that  when  you  object  God  hears  not  finners,  yet, 
fecch.  xiii.  I.  *'  There  is  yet' a  fountain  opened,  for 
to  waih  in  for  fin  and  uncleannefs;"  all  thy  fins  cannot 
Ihut  it,  becaufe  it  is  opened  to  waih  away  fin. 

3.  Do  not  fay.  If  I  had  a*  part  in  Chrift,  I  could 
then  be  encouraged  to  aik«  I  pray  what  think  you 
of  that  woman  of  Samaria,  when  Chrift  fpake,  **  If 
■**  thou  didft  know  and  alk,  he  would  give  thee  living 
•*  waters?"  What  did  the  poor  woman  of  Canaan  do, 
when  Chrift  himfelf  told  her,  ftie  was  a  dog,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  children's  bread  ?  when  you  have' 
no  promife  to  affure  you  the  Lord  will  give,  yet  the 
glorious  bounty,  and  riches  of  grace,  may  encourage 
you  fufficiently  to  feek, 

4*  Do  not  fay.  But  it  may  be  I  ftiall  be  deniedi 
let  me  pray  never  fo  long;  I  know  yoii  are  worthy 
to  be  denied,  and  as  you  have  cried,  the  Lord  fhould 
not  hear,  and  as  you  have  abufed  grace,  it  ftiould  cry 
againft  you  ;  why  fliould  you  quarrel  ?  the  Lord  owea 
thee  not  ftraws ;  but  yet  remember  the  parable  of  the 
UDJuft  judge,  who  heard  a  woman,  a  ftrjinger,  when 
importunate ;  and  this  is  found  a  fure  truth  ;  it  is 
with  all  men  praying,  as  it  is  with  women  in  travaiU 
ing,  either  their  pangs  will  deliver  them  of  their  bur* 
den,  and^fo  they  live,  or  elfe  they  will  be  their  death  ; 
If  they  ceafe,  and  give  over,  then  they  die.  Prayer 
will  deliver  you  of  your  fins,  unbelief,  or  whatever 
ftands  between  Chrift  -and  you  ;  or  if  not,  they  fliall 
die,  and  perifh.  Sow  your  feed  of  prayer,  it  will  muU 
tiply,  if  it  be  right  feed,  until  your  harveft  be  great, 
Md  your  gain  unknown;  fecurity  will  fall  on  a  hypo- 

T  3  crite, 
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crite»  before  he  gets  the  bleffing,  and  the  cares  of  dll 
world  will  choke  his  prayers. 

5.  O,  therefore,  follow  the  Lord;  Holuivli|i 
*•  You  Ihall  know  him,  if , you  follow  on  to  la* 
**  him  ;'•  efpecially  if  you  be  truly  wounded,  H^ 
he  hath  been  as  a  lion  to  you  :  Is  Chrift  lo  glofifls, 
his  pr^fcnce  fo  fweet,  his  kingdom  fo  great,  his  ffic«y 
fo  rich,  his  inheritance  fo  full,  and  wilt  not  thou  ^ 
awake  one  hour  ?  Hath  Chrift  bought  mercy  witbli 
blood,  and  wilt  not  thou  fpill  thy  blood  ?  Nay,iioiljpfi» 
and  fpend  thy  poof  pray/ers  to  beg  it  (it  may  bcpnji< 
time  is  declining  ap^^e)  and  fo  get  it;  ami  by ^ 
means  hear  Chrift  Jef^s  fay,  Come,  O  come  tboo  bl4 
that  haft  been  praying,  weeping,  following  mc,  ai* 
take  thy  crown,  and  fit  down  on  my  throne;  Oitw9j 
cut  to  think,  Had  I  fought  it,  I  would  had  it!  Pfal.m»  | 

Ufe  3.  Of  thankfulnefs  to  the  faints,  "  That  lie 
Lord  hath  given  them  hearts  to  feek  the  Lord  iii 
finding  time,**  Pfalm  xxxii.  5,  6.  Time  was,  thcl 
couldft  not  pray ;  but  the  Lord  hath  found  thee  c^ 
and  ftirred  up  unutterable  groans  here,  and  all  ij 
groanings  have  not  been  hid  from  the  Lord 

ObjeSl*  But  many  pray  and  find  not;  how  ft*2l 
know  I  have  found  .^ 

Anf.  When  the  fpirit  of  prayer,  not  the  gift  ^ 
prayer,  hath  carried  tbee,  Rom.  viii.  27. 

k^eft*  How  fhall  I  know  that  ? 

Anf.  I.  It  is  not  fervency*  2.  Nor  looking  to 
Chrift  and  his  mercy.  3.  Nor  argi^menls  thttifc 
evidences  of  this  fpirit ;  for  ihefe  the  foolifli  virgin 
had.     But  I  ihall  fhew  it  in  three  degrees* 

Firft,  Obferve  what  is  the  utmoft  end  b  praytf« 
and  fo  hath  been  in  all  thy  prayers ;  it  is  certain  A 
the  prayers  of  unregeoerate  men,  though  tt&n^ 
with  fome  common  gift  of  the  Spirit,  are  everfcf 
themfelves  ;  if  any  outward  calamity  befids  thcnii  tbf 
then  pray,  Pfalm  Ixxviii.  But  it  is  as  Pharaoh,  & 
themfelves^  becaufe  the  plague  is  upon  them,  ^  ^ 
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word  meets  with  them,  and  troubles  them,  their  pray- 
ers (if  fervent)  are  only  for  eafe  ;  when  their  bonei 
are  broke,  it  is  for  peace  and  comftwt;  and  if  they 
defirc  grace,  it  is  fdx  peace ; .  if  they  have  peace  for 
the  prei'ent,  and  feel  blindncfs,  hardnefs  of  heart,  the/ 
think  thefe  will  damn  them  ;  and  h^nce  falvation  and 
deliverance  from^'raifery,  is  the  utmoft  end  thtey  aim  at;' 
and  fo  in  all  their  prayers  -,  let  men  fludy  their  hearts, 
and  they  ihall  fee  ihemfelves  the  mark  they  iboot  at^ 
and  the  God  they  ferve,  and  idol  they  worfhip  in  all- 
their  prayers ;  and  do  you  think  thefe  (hall  be  heard? 
No,  no,  biK  faints  they  look  not  at  thefc  things  chiefly^ 
but  their  utmoft  end  is  another  thing;  at  firft  conver- 
fion  it  is  much  .felf,  but  it  turns  in  time  to  nighcr 
ends,  Sec.  and  that  is,  what  though  I  have  peace,  falva- 
tion,  thefe  loaves,  but  yet  mifs  of  Chriil  himfelf,  and 
the  life  of  Chriil,  to  live  by  him,  and  live  to  him» 
which  is  our  laft  end  i  2  Cor.  v.  15.  And  here  all  his 
prayers  end,  though  crooked  many  ways;  el fe  thefe 
are  the  prayers  of  that  Spirit  of  life  which  are  ever 
heard;  and  hence,  James  v.  3.  *^  Ye  aflc  and  have  nott 
becaufe  ye  alk  to  fpcnd  it  on  your  lulls."  Ifa.  Iviii,  5, 
though  they  failed  and  prayed,  yet  it  was  for  "  ftrife 
and  debate ;  the  faints  do  it  to  deilroy  their  lulls;  and 
hence,  though  all  fervent  prayers  are  not  of  the  Spirit, 
yet  all  prayers  of  the  Spirit,  you  may  obfervc;  are 
ever  fervent,  though  expreft  with  chatterings,  mourn- 
itigs  as  doves,  becaufe  the  laft  end  hath  a  mighty  force 
with  it ;  and  hence  waiting  on  God  in  all  means  for 
attfwers,  follows ;  and  hence  prayers  of  the  faints  are 
cndlefs,  Appetifusjinis  eft  infinitus;  hence,  Rom.viil.  ly.' 
*•  Life  in  heaven,"  is  his  fcope,  and  he  is  longing  for  it, 
glad  of  that  time  (for  all  prayers  of  hypocrites  are  but' 
ifTues  of  felf-love)  and  all  occafions  do  but  quicken  up 
that  prmciple ;  fo  all  the  prayers  of  the  faints  riie 
£rom  the  fpirit  of  love  tp  God  ;  and  faith  in  him, 
Jtom.  viii.  27,  28.  The  fon-like  fpirit,  or  Sprit  of 
«llt>ptioD;  ts>i  ferviiei  is  in  them« 

T4  Secondly,. 
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Secondly,  If  the  foul  receive  any  thing  firom  the 
Lord  praying,  it  is  exceeding  thankful;  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  where-ever  it  is,  glorifies  Chrift,  John  xvi.  aad 
Pfalm  cxvi.  i.  and  that  in  time  of  peace ;  hence,  Pial, 
h  14,  15.  ^'  Offer  to  God  thankfgtving,  and  pay  tby 
«<  vows,  and  then^^all,  though  in  time  of  trouble,  aad 
•*  I  will  hcan"  For  the  Lord  to  begin  to  do  the  foal 
any  good,  and  fhfuw  it  its  mifery,  the  worth  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  to  give  him  any  heart  to  ieek,  to  give  hia 
any  hope,  to  give  him  the  lead  hint  by  any  word  of 
mercy  $  Q  its  heart  melts,  j(it  ihould  be  thus)  and 
vonders  but  to  think,  nay,  to  fee  the  Lord  hath 
anfwered  him  I  Q  this  fwallows  him  up,  makes  him 
give  all  to.  the  Lord,  as  Hannah  did,  when  ihe  had 
her  child,  z  Sam.  ii.  1,  2.  Efau  loft  the  blefliag, 
though  he  begged  it  with  tears ;  be  had  a  profane  heart 
that  did  not  eileem  it  indeed,  and  fo  would  never  have 
been  thankful  for  it ;  poor  Jacgb  gets  it,  though  he  had 
but  a  ilaflfto  hold  him  up.     * 

Thirdly,  If  it  receive  not  anfwer,  it  mourns,  and 
Jpaths  itfelf,  juftiiles  God,  giVes  ail  to  him  ;  prayers 
from  felf-loathipg,  are  not  prayers  which  come  iinora 
fclf-love,  Pfalm  ^xii.  2^,  3,  4.  Zech.  xii.  10.  Pfalm 
Ixxii.  la.  There  the  Spirit  dwells  in  the  poor  and 
contrite,  and  their  cri^s  are  heard ;  ^hen  men  pray, 
imd  ws^nt,  and  are  quiet  without  wifhing  they  could 
lament,  it  is  not  from  the  Spirit-;  O  therefore  try 
here  if  it  is  thus,  as  he  faid  to  He:5c;kiah,  ♦'  The  Lord 
hath  heard  thy  cries,  and  feen  thy  tears  ;'*  and  Q 
wonder  at  the  Lord,  that  he  fhould  give  thee  a  heart 
to  cry  now. ' 

Ufe  4,  Reproof  to  faints,  who  though  received  and 
beard,  yet  think  the  Lord  regards  them  not ;  and  as 
David,  think  his  mercy  is  (hut  up. 

!•  Remember  form^u*  times,  Plaim  Ixxvii.  7.  Yonr 
experiences  of  the  Lord's  pityiqg  thee  in  thy  bloody 
9nd  h^  will  not  call  thee  off  now. 

2.  Qonllder  the  ric^ies  of  gr^ce ;   wh^n  you  cannot 

find 
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find  sfiy  thing  paft,  but  what  Alight  caufe  him  to  loath 
thee,  yet  the  Lord  may  then  loye,  when  thou  art 
lamenting  thy  vilenefs,  Ifaiah  Ixiii.  15,  1 6. 

3.  Confider  the  Lord  doih  purpofely  fecm  to  dif. 
regard  thee  fonietimes,  not  to  Ihut  out  prayers,  but 
to  make  thee  pray  better ;  not  that  you  Ihould  not 
pray  at  all,  Judg.  xvi.  10.  but  to  make  you  feek 
and  follow  him,  though  in  the  dark.  Lam.  iii.  45. 
with  55.  '^  In  a  land  of  pits,— rEye  hath  not  feen  what 
God  hath  laid  up  for  you." 

.  4*  Confidec  there  is  as  much  in  the  Lord  to  move 
him  in  thy  worft  eftate  to  help  thee,  as  in  the  beft» 
viz.  "  his  mercy,''  Pfalm  vi.  4. .  Yoa  fay.  If  my  heart 
was  not  fo  vile,  if  I  had  not  committed  fuch  fms, 
the  Lord  might;  this  is  as  if  you  faid,  The  Lord 
ibews  not  pity  only  for  his  mercy,  &c. 


Verfe  12.  I  knoH»  you  not. 


Wc 


ORDS  of  fenfe  in  Hebrew,  bear  and  fignify 
affe£ti6n  alfo ;  the  principal  afFedions,  are  love  and 
hatred,  Hof.  vii.  2*  Rev.  viii.  li.  In  this  place 
iuch  knowledge  is  meant,  which  bath  the  affection 
of  love  joined  with  it ;  >fo  that  it  is  as  if  Chrift  ihould 
fay,  I  love  you  not,  I  delight  not  in  you,  my  heart 
is  not  toward  you,  whatever  good  words  you  give 
me,  and  however  your  heart  is  toward  -me,  or  you 
have  thoughts  of  me  ;  and  this  is  the  great  mifery  of 
foolifli  virgins. 

Obferv.  3.  That  it  is  a  moft  heavy  and  dreadful 
mifery  not  to  be  beloved,  not  to  be  kqown^'of  Jefua 
Chrift ;  for  noW  when  the  tables  are  turned,  and  the 
ilage  is  pulled  down,  and  the  foolifh  ihut  out,  and 
when  Chrift  himfelf  would  give  them  a  doleful  an- 
fwer,  exprefs  in  words  their  woe,  he  coucheth  it  un- 
der thefe,  *'  I  know  you  not :"  *  I  do  not  fay  that 
men  do  feel  it  fo>  but  it  ia  fo;  and  at  laft  it  will  be 
found  ki. 

ThU 
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This  may  appetr,  if  vre  conlider  thefe  ptrtii^krs. 

Con/idetation  i.  If  yoa  confider  the  exceeding 
greatneis  and  glory  of  his  place  and  perfon ;  he  is 
eitahed,  and  fet  at  the  right  haod  of  God,  upon  the 
throne  of  his  Father,  and  hia  dominions  reach  firoa 
fea  to  fea  ;  he  is  King  x>{  kings,  and  Lord  of  boils  of 
angels,  &c.  Phil.  ii.  9.  "  A  name  above ^ very  namr,'^ 
he  hath ;  and  God  hath  fyirorn,  ^^  To  him  fliall  every 
one  bow.**  Now  being  thus  greats  and  not  to  b6 
beloved  of  fuch  a  one,  is  heavy ;  if  we  want  the  \mt 
ef  poor  men,  and  bafe  ignoMe  fpirits,  it  is  no  fuch 
SEiaiter ;  but  to  lofe  great  ones'  favour,  efpecially  if  we 
depend  upon  them  in  life  and  goodis,  peace  and  honour, 
this  is  bitter ;  hence,  2  Tnef.  i.  9%  /^  Frpm  the  giory 
•f  his  power.'* 

2.  Confiderathn*  If  you*  confider  the  terror  of  the 
wrath  of  God  for  time  to  come.  If  a  man  be  abroad 
in  the  fields  from  home,  and  no  ftorms,  nor  colds, 
nor  heats  arife  to  hurt  him,  a  Ihelter  would  not  be  fo 
SDuch'  prized,  nor  the  lofs  of  it  great ;  but  if  there  be 
liich^  and  then  to  want  it,  and  tp  lie  open  to  the  in- 
juty  of  all  weathers^;  now  it  is  a  woe  to  want  it :  S9 
tfay  to  you,  Men  that  are  abroad  in  the  wide  field* 
ef  this  world,  and  gone  from  home,  if  there  fliould 
never  be  mifery,  but  you  might  eat  your  bread  and 
drink  your  wine  with  a  merry  heart,  and  rejoice  is 
your  wives,  and  there  then  Ihould  be  no  knowledge 
of  any  thing  after  death,  as  thofe  epicures  fpake,  Eccl 
ix«  the  loye  of  Chrifl:  would  not  be  fo  fsveet ;  but 
there  will  be  ilorms,  Icorching. heats  that  (hall  bum, 
.  and  never  be  quenched ;  there  will  be  colds  which 
fliall  blad  all  your  buds,  and  bloffoms,  and  beauty,  &c« 
Kow,.  to  have  no  love  of  Chrifl;  to  take  yourfclf  to, 
as  to  a  Ihelter  in  thefe  times,  is  very  heavy ;  hence, 
Ifaiah  xxxii.  2.  Chriflr  typified  by  Hezekiah^  (hall  be 
a  Ihadow  in  a  weary  land;  which  is  fpoken^  to  fliew 
the  fweetnefs  of  his  iove^  and  their  blefledtiefs  to  have 
him  to  fly  to ;  and  hence  their  woe  who  want  him. 

It 
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it  isfatd^Gen.  ti.  8. "  Noah  found  grac^  in  God's  eyes,** 
not  in  the  eyes  of  men;  for  before  the  flood  came,  they 
ditd  not  fee  k  fuch  a  favour,  for  to  have  an  ark ;  but 
Vfhcn  that  came,  and  they  fled  from  houfes  te  trees, 
from  trees  to  mountains,  and  waters  befieath,  and 
above  prevailed,  now  they  faw  it  fomething  to  find 
favour  in  the  eyes  of  God,  and  their  woe  to  want  it. 
Mofes  dies,  wondering  at  the-  bappinefs  of  the  faints, 
in  regard  of  this,  Deut.  xxxiii.  26.  "The  eternal  God 
is 'thy  refuge:'*  he  forefees  Uorms,  he  prefervea  from 
miferies  above  bead,  fo  as  they  cannot  touch  the  heada 
of  the  faints ;  if  fo  be  they  do  fall,  yet  they  cannot  fall 
fallow,  but  underneath  are  bis  arms ;  as  a  child  which 
ftands  alone,  if  it  be  in  danger  to  fall,  and  others  cry  out. 
Pray  take  heed,  I  have  my  arms,  fay  they,  under  it; 
hence  Mofes  dieth  with  this  word,  "  O  Ifrael,  who  is 
like  unto  thee  ?  happy  art  thou!'*  Then  wo  to  thofe 
who  want  this ;  there  is  not  one  man  living,  but  he 
fliaH  meet  with  extremities,  which  l}iall  make  heart 
and  fpirijts  to  fail,  and  the  powers  of  heaven  ihall  be 
ihaken ;  every  thing  may  forfake  you,  but  Chrill's  love; 
|>ut  if  that  alfo  doth,  wo  then  to  you. 

Confid.  3,  If  you  confider  th^  power  which  thispriva- 
lion  of  love  hath  to  damp  all  joy  and  mirth  in  all  things 
prefent ;  it  invenoms,  and  puts  a  fting  and  poifon  in  all 
bleffings,  and  makes  comforts  torments;  to  have  all  blef* 
ftngs,  and  all  privileges,  and  not  to  have  Chrill's  love 
with  them,  js  to  have  a  fnare,  a  trap,  a  flumbling-block, 
and  a  recompence,  &c.  Rom.  xi.  9-  Men  regard  not 
wrath  to  come ;  but  confidcr  of  this,  thy  bleflings  are 
woes,  curies  ;  and  you  fhall  one  day  cry,  Wo  is  me  that 
-ever  I  was,  or  that  I  had  any  blcffing!  fuppofe  a  mant 
ftould  be  enriched  with  bags  of  diamonds,  hung  \v:ih 
phains  of  gold,  fare  delicioufly,  but  condemned  to  die,. 
this  would  damp  all.  Pharaoh  had  a  ftout  wiU,  Mofe^ 
tells  him,  Exod.  ix.  16.  ''  For  this  caufe  God  hai 
wifed  him  up  to  fliew  his  power  upon  him  ;"  oiie 
would  have  thought  it  fhot^d  have  pulled  him  from: 

hif 
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his  throne,  and  made  him  lie  in  the  doft ;  it  didaoe, 
becaufe  God  hath  hardened  his  heart ;  fo  would  ^ 
if  the  Lord  had  not  hardened  jrours. 

Hence  we  (hall  fee  iaints,  when  they  lie  under  A  \ 
fears»  only  of  lofs  of  love ;  thofe  very  things  wBi 
are  moft  fweet,  are  made  moft  bitter.  Pfal.  Ixxrit} 
**  I  remembred  God,  and  was  troubled  ;**  but  »ta 
think  you  of  thofe  that  be  not  indeed  loved,  it  is  eiioc^ 
to  bring  down  the  moft  merry  heart,  and  hi^eft  loob 
for  the  prcfent ;  what  are  my  friends,  mine  enemies  J 
Is  there  none  to  comfort  me  of  all  my  lovers  ? 

Confid.  4-  If  you  Qonfider  the  fweetnefs  of  this  toe 
of  Chrift.  I  will  inftance  only  in  one  particobr^ 
Ffalm  Ixxxiii.  3.  Cant.  i.  3.  The  ele£l,  when  they  ait 
glorified,  and  with  Ghrift,  what  Ihall  be  moft  raviiW? 
in  their  eyes  ?  What  ftiall  fwallow  up  their  thoa^ 
moft?  O  the  love  of  Chrift,  his  free  love!  Wbr 
Ihould  I  be  accepted,  beloved !  O  that  ever  the  laA 
ihould  caft  his  eyes,  and  fet  his  heart  upon  fu^  f  | 
out-caft  !  hence,  przik  of  the  riches  of  grace,  f*^^ 
is  **  the  work  of  heaVen.**  Now  to  be  caft  (^td 
this  loire,  will,  rauft  be,  exceeding  bitter  to  die  fi»'J 
hence.  Mat.  vii.  23.  "I  never  knew  you,"  will  hf  | 
daggers  at  the  heart,  or  the  ftone  upon  the  graw*s 
snouth,  which  ihall  torment  for-ever.  | 

Con^d.  5.    If  you  confider  the  nature  of  thiswrt  ; 
or  negation  of  Chrift's  love,  what  it  is.  j 

1.  Degree,  Is  for  Chrift  not  to  have  fo  modus 
one  purpofe,  or  thought  of  peace  and  good  to  rte^flr 
not  to  put  the  leaft  charafter  of  their  names  in*J 
book  of  life  ;  that  is  the  firft  degree  and  fountaifl" 
all  other ;  **  God's  love,"  Jcr.  xxix,  9. 

!•  Degree,  Is  not  to  fpeak  one  word  of  peace «»" 
love  to  a  man,  no  abfolute  promife  of  life  to  tbetn J 
Pfalm  1.  i6-  They  have  nothing  to  do  "  to  »»? 
God's  covenant  into  their  mouths;''  thofe  proffl"^ 
which  comfort  and  fupport  the  hearts  of  the  f^^ 
againft  all  iinS|  all  mifcries,  belong  not  unto  tbeiB« 

3;Dcg^ 
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3.  Degree,  Not  to  fuffcr  for  them,  i;ot  to  fhcd 
one  drop  of  blood  for  their  lives,  John  xvii.  9. 
fo  that  all  their  fins  muft  lie  upon  theiD,  to  bear 
and  anfwer  for. 

4.  Degree,  Not  to  do  the  leaft  good  for  them; 
good  things  they  have,  but  through  their  fins  and 
Chrift's  ordering  of  it,  are  not  good  for  them,  but 
they  are  thereby  fitted  by  patience  for  deflruftion. 

5.  Degree,  Not  to  accept  any  thing  which  they  da 
to  him  ;  their  facrifices  and  prayers  are  fins,  Mai.  i. 
**  I  have  no  pleafure  in  you." 

6.  Degree,  Not  to  pity  them  in  time  of  their  trou- 
ble, but  to  laugh  at  their  calamity,  and  to  rejoice  in 
their  ruin,  and  eternal  overthrow.  Chrift  (hall  get  glory 
from  them  then,  whom  they  delpifed  fo  long  before, 

Ufe  I.  This  may  let  us  fee,  what  caufe  all  the  people 
of  God  have  to  be  abundantly  fatisfied  with  the  love 
of  Chrift ;  the  heart  of  man  is  naturally'  like  the  raging 
ica,  never  quiet,  if  the  leaft  winds  do  but  arifc ;  the 
iaints  may  have  unmortified  afFeftions,  and  are  very 
apt  upon  troublefome  temptations  to  be  difqui^ted; 
the  faints  are  compared  to  the  aple  of  God's  eye^ 
and  we  know  little  things  will  trouble  much  there ;.  it 
is  becaufe  in  loffes  and  forrows  which  befal  therofclvcs^ 
and  in  beholding  the  madnefs  and  folly  of  others^ 
they  arc  very  apt  to  look  upon  the  anger  of  th^  Lord 
in  them  for  their  fin,  which  others  ufually  do  not.  O 
confider,  is  it  fuch  a  mifery  to lofe  Chrift's  love?  And 
have  you  a  (hare  in  it  i  O  then  be  thankful  for  it,  and 
contented  with  it..  When  Chrift  was  to  depart  from 
his  difciples,  John  xvi.  22.  '*  You  ftiall  forrow ;"  but. 
what  doth  he  leave  with  them  to  quiet  them?  "I  will 
•*  fee  you  again,"  that  mourn  now  for  lofs  of  my  pre- 
fence:  Whatelfe^  Doth  he  promife  them  nothing  clfe? 
Truly  that  is  enough.  When  David  looked  upon  the 
profperity  of  the  wicked,  and  that  they  ftiould  **  never 
^*  fee  light,'*  Pfalm  xlix.  15.  with  19.  «  But  God 
^^  will  redeem  x»y  foul  from  the  grave/'  not  from 

trouble! 
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troobles,  "and  he  will  receive  me;**  feme  read  it, 
**  For  he  hath  received  me;"  both  may  ftand  together, 
and  this  was  enough  to  him. 

If  a  traveller  have  loft  his  way,  and  not  come  homt 

to  his  journey's  end,  he  may  be  very  well  unquiet r 

but  when  he  is  come  to  the.  end  of  Us  ^journey,  and 

can  go  no  farther,  then  he  fits  down,  and  lives  there, 

and  would  not  go  back  again,  efpecially  if  be  x:oQii* 

ders  how  many  are  out  of  doors,  and  under  tempefis, 

he  may  now  blefs  God,  he  hath  a  ihelter;  fo  ^  the 

Lord  had  never   revealed   his  grace  to   you  in   the 

gofpel,  and  you  had  miferies  upon  you,  then  you  might 

be  unquiet ;  but  now  when  laid  in  the  bofom  of  Chrift, 

when  fucking  the  breads  of  the  grace  of  Chrift,  when 

you  can  go  no  further  though  thou  wert  in  heaven, 

for  there  is  no  other  happinefs  there ;    now  fit  ftill 

•  contented,  and  be  glad  of  this,  as  under  thy  vine  and 

fhadow;  efpecially  confidering  the  woes  of  them,  that 

are  yet  far  from  his  grace  and  mercy  in  Jefus  Chriil, 

and  under  clouds  of  blood.     Men  that  fail  upon  the 

fea,  if  they  fee  nothing  but  waves,  and  vaft  raging 

of  waters  about  them,    they  keep  themfelves  clofe  in 

their  ftiip,  though  their  cabins  be  but  little  ;  tell  me 

one  thing  that  is  good,  where  Chrift's  love  is  not ; 

fliew  me  any  thing  but  mifery,  death  and  eternal  for- 

rows  out  of  it :   O  therefore*  fit  ftill,  quietly,  meekly^ 

contentedly,  though  you  be  toifed  as  high  as  heaven, 

and  go  down  as  deep  as  hell  again. 

You  are  troubled  fometimes  with  lofies  of  outward 
things;  cattle  die,  and  RacheP^  child  and  huibaod  are 
not,  increafe  little,  decays  many;  and  Job's  wife  bids 
him  curfe  God  (and  give  glory  to  him,  by  confefing 
he  is  an  hypocrite,  becaufe  fo  much  afflifted)  and  die ; 
«nd  David  fees  the  ungodly  floorifh,  and  he  thinks 
he  hath  waihed  his  hands  in  vain,  and  it  ia  good  to 
fare  and  live  here  as  they  live ;  O  confider,  fuppoie 
the  Lord  (hould  give  thee  thefe  thingi  aa  ha  doth  to 

others 
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others,  to  beJhares,  and  at  laft  fay, "  I  kno^  you  not," 
when  thy  foul  {hall  come  trembling  out  of  a  fick  and 
weary  body,  before  the  tribunal  of  God  almighty,  aa 
thefe,  was  that  portion  then  fo  good'?  O  therefore 
take  your  portion,  and  be  thankful  for  it !  O  there- 
fore be  glad  in.  this,  and  fay,  I  have  thefe  miferies« 
but  Chrill's  love  to  fwceten  them  !  thefe  forrows,  but 
Chrid's  love  to  fanftify  them !  I  fee  floods  of  fire 
arifing,  but  O  here  is  flielter  to  be  a  refuge  to  me ! 

You  have  heard  what  it  is  not  to  be  beloved,  what 
a  mifcry  it  is;  by  that  contrary,  fee  this,  viz^ 

,  I.  For  the  Lot;d  to  have  thoughts  of  peace  to  thee, 
when  thou  wert  nothing  but  death  and  mifery  before 
his  eyes,  to  bear  thee  id  his  heart  ever  finc^  he  was 
God. 

2.  For  the  Lord  to  fpeak  to  thee,  and  make  ai^ 
eternal  covenant,  and  every  promife  thine.  David'a 
ijying  words  are,  "  This  was  enough,'*  even  all  his 
deiire ;  and  not  one  title  but .  (hall  be  accomplilhed 
one  day. 

3.  For  the  Lord  to  Ihed  his  t)lood,  bear  thy  fins,, 
curfe,  and  tread  down  death  and  fin,  and  tear  away 
the  hand- writing  of  the  law  again  ft  thee,  rather  thaa 
the  lead  evil  bcfal  thee. 

4.  For  the  Lord  to  be  working  for  thee  by  all  good 
things,  all  evil  things,  all  providences,  all  ordinances* 
night  and  day;  and  you  may  find  it  io  part,  and  fhalt 
find  it  hereafter, 

5.  For  the  Lord  to  accept  all  thy  poor  endeavours^ 
deiires,  prayers,  Ifaiah  Ivi. 

6.*For  the  Lord  to  pity  thee  in  all  thy  mifery,  and 
worft  times,  then  to  Ihew  his  gq;ateft  love,  wheii. 
death,  and  powers  of  darknefs  put  forth  their  greatcft 
xnalice  !  truly  thus  it  is  ;  O  let  this  love  be  enough,,, 
cpnfidering  efpecially  the  woful  condition  of  them, 
that  want  it,  who  Ihall  cry  for  one  fnjile,  and  cannot 
fpt  it  I  Sop  this  love,  and  doubt  aot  of  it ;  hQw  could 

you 


304  ON  THE  PARABLE  6t  THE 

you  love  him,  if  he  did  not  love  jTott^firft;  cfpcdillf 
if  you  had  been  fatiated  with  it  ?  "  Pray  for  it," 
Pfalm  *xc.  14.  I  rpeak  this  the  rather  becaufe  of  tte 
fad  miferies  which  make  men  lame  in  their  Cbriiaa 
courfe,  that  they  are  ready  to  lie  down  difconfoU'A 
becaufe  they  remember  not  this :  Do  not  always  doobt, 
but  once  at  lail  get  through  the  crowd  to  this  love. 

Ufe  2.  Let  thofe  who  want  this  love,  moarn  ferity 
though  the  Lord  gives  you,  and  doth  for  yoa  sevef 
fo  much  in  regard  of  other  things.  Suppofe  he  dotk 
not  fmite  thy  body  with  ficknefs^thy  name  with  difgracei 
they  eftate  with  loffes ;  yet  if  he  doth  not  love  ihcc, 
this  is  woe  enough.  It  was  the  raifery  of  ifracli 
Jcr.  XV.  t.  with  5.  **  My  mind  is  not  to  this  pcoolc, 
•*  call  them  out :"  and  as  the  Lord  there  faid,  fo  I  ay, 
If  the  Lord  deal  thus,  who  (hall  pity  thee,  or  bemou 
thee,  or  aflc  how  thou  doll  ?  Joel  i.  8, 9, 10.  Thcf 
lament  when  the  fig-tree  was  wafted ;  much  more  not 
the  Z/>rd's  love  is  not  towards  thee.  Lam.  i.  i& 
The  church  there  laments,  that  the  Comforter  wbich 
would  refrefli  was  far  oflF. 

^eft.  How  Ihall  I  know  that  ? 
Anf.  If  he  never  did  affeA  thy  heart  with  lofs,  tfid 
want  of  his  love, '  and  abufing  of  it,  but  hadi  let  70a 
go  on  in  peace  all  your  life  ;  you  were  bom  out  of 
his  love,  cafl  out  to  the  loathing  of  thy  perfon,  and 
have  lived  fo,  though  he  hath  been  pitiful  to  tbce; 
now  if  you  were  never  troubled  with  l9fs  of  this,  sad 
wrongs  done  againll  this«  you  are  as  yet  out  of  love. 
Look,  as  it  is  with  a  father,  if  he  hath  a  child  irovard, 
and  cannot  reflrain  him,  he  lets  him  alone,  he  lova 
him  not,  elfe  he  would  chaftife  and  corrcft  hira,  afld 
make  him  (h^ke  at  his  frowns ;  fo  here,  as  it  is,  HeU* 
xiii.  8.  «*  If  no  correftion,  you  are  baftards;''  fo  ha^ 
you  have  gone  on,  and  never  have  been  yet  troubled 
in  mind  with  the  frowns  of  Chrift,  never  Imcattd 
your  wrongs  done  to  Chrift ;  are  you  loved  ?  I  knot 
the  Lord  may  let  you  go  prodigals  for  a  lime,  b^tic 

fill 


isrill  brih^  you  batk,  if  he  loves  you*  1  Mvtt  khc^ 
ht^y  whom  the  Lord  brought  home,  but  this  broke  their 
h'iarts.  O  that  the  Lord  was  fu  patient,  and  I  all  ray 
life  abufed  him;  iltiy  he  would  oft  have  gathered  met 
he  did  oft  ftrive,  and  ^*  I  was  like  a  bullock  uftaccuf- 
**  tortied  to  the  yoke,*'  Jer.  xxxi.  18.  and  he  might 
have  cut  me  off,  or  given  me  up  to  my  ftubborii  heart* 
Many  are  troubled  for  want  of  memory,  ignorance,  and 
want  of  power  to  ptay,  or  fome  fln,  and  then  God  is 
merciful  to  thetn,  and  this  eafes  them  again;  but  this 
is  nothing,  till  you  come  to  this,  vi2.  fees  the  eter- 
nal.lofs  of  this  love  J  and  this  lies  heavy.  If  this  be 
thy  condition,  that  for  the  prefent  thou  art  not  loved  o£ 
the  Lord,  tell  me  bat  one  thing  which  thou  haft  to  com- 
fort thee;  thou  haft  friends,  peace,  health,  but  they 
are  air  without  love;  if  without  love,  then  thou  hafli 
them  w|th  a  curfe,  and  wrath  of  God.  Sdppofe  thou 
wert  dying,  and  the  Lord  fhould  fay  to  thee,  whett 
thou  crieft,  I  know  thee  not;  would  it  not  be  fad!  Lie 
upon  thy  pillow,  and  fleep  quietly  if  thou  canjl ;  fat 
ought  I  know,  there  Was  never  a  drop  of  blood  Ihed 
for  thee,  never  a  thought  of*  peace  in  Chrift*s  breaft  to 
thee,  a  vile  wretch,  that  never  lameiited  the  lofs  of  hid 
love,  not  contempt  of  it,  to  this  day! 

Obje&.  But  I  care  not;  fo  long  as  I  have  been  well 
Without  it,  fo  1  hope  I  fhall  be  ftilh  I  will  not  believd 
1  am  out  of  his  love. 

Anf.  Yea,  this  is  the  mifery  of  men,  as  it  ivas  of 
thefe  virgins;  but  time  Ihall  Come,  when  you  fhall  fed 
bim  fit  upon  Kis  throne,  brighter  than  a  thoufand  funs^ 
in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  a  fire  burning  round  about 
him,  and  the  kings  of  the  earth  trembling  at  his  pre* 
fence,  and  his  faints  in  his  b  'fom  like  unto  hinj,  then 
yott  ihall  wifh  you  had  his  love,  **  and  lament.  Rev.  i* 
•«  and  wail,  becaufe  of  him.'*  O  fecure  yirorld,  will 
you  fit  llitl  in  your  fins,  and  lie  in  your  unbeliefi  till 
the  fire  burns  about  you,  and  there  be  no  cfcapc?  O 
that  the  Lord  wt>uld  pity  you,  many  of  you  that  havei 

Vot^H  U  yes 
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yet  lived  with  dry  eyes,  and  merry  hearts,  wad  jcS 
have  no  love  from  Jefus  Chrift* 

Uff  3«  Learn  hence  not  to  defpife  or  refiife  the  Im 
of  Chrift  when  it  is  offered  to  you,  and  propounded  0 
you  in  the  gofpel;  we  can  be  content  to  want  the  kie 
of  fonre  men,  becaufe  we  can  Kve  well  enough  wid^ 
out  them,  and  their  love^  their  love  loft  harts  not  b»; 
but  if  the  lufs  of  their  love  may  be  the  lo(s  of  our  goo^ 
and  lives,  then  (if  it  may  be  bad)  men  will  feekior, 
and  long^  for  it,  though  it  Ihould  not  be  offered;  hot  if 
offered,  it  is  gladly  accepted:  So  if  you  could  live  vidh 
out  the  love  of  Ghrid,  y<m  might  content  your&iv€S, 
but  the  lofs  of  k  is  more  bitter  than  ten  thoufand  deatta; 
and  therefore  refufe  it  not  when  it  is  offered;  batss 
they,  4f^s  ii.  39.  41.  when  they  faw  how  they  bat 
imbrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  Chrid,  and  yet 
fa^v  grace  offered,  it  is  faid»  ^*  They  gladly  leceivid 
*'  the  word  of  the  Lord." 

The  law  is  a  word  of  condemnation;  but  that  it  is 
tiot  the  lad  word  the  Lord  hath  fpoken,  then  I  ftrnH 
fpend  time  in  vain  now;  the  gofpel,  even  the  wbok 
gofpel  is  a  word  of  love  and  reconciliation^  2  Cor*  f. 
19,  20.  whereip  the  Lord  doth  **  befeech  men  to  be 
*^  reconciled,  /•  t.  to  accept  of.  Grod^s  love  offered 
therein. 

The  Lord  knows  full  well  that  men^s  hearts  ait  f* 
full  of  enmity,  that  they  will. never  leek  for  reconcirh 
ation  fird,  though  they  have  good  caufe,  becanie  ihef 
have  offered  the  wrong;  and  therefore  he  ftaods  sot 
"apon  terms,  but  offers  lovebird,  without  which  he  kaoas 
they  are  for-ever  undone!  O  therefore  receive  it,  ac- 
cept of  it  when  it  is  offered  to  you;  and  lofe  thy  li&i 
yatfaer  than  lofe  his  love. 

For  the  farther  epeniag  of  this  point,  I  &all  fb^ 
three  things. 

I.  That  Chrift  doth  offer  his  kva  in  the  ga^; 
and  how. 

a«  VfM  what  terms* 

3*  Motini 
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3t  Motives  to  accept  of  it|  atid  SLn(W(Sir  obje£tloti& 
ftgainft  accepting  of  it. 

FirlU  That  the  Lord  doth  offer,  artd  hov9  he  doth 

bfier  hia  love  in  the  gofpei :  and  this  I  fhall  clear,  be- 

caufe  nothing  tan  draw  the  foul  to  accept  of  love  bat 

thi$»     For  the  better  underllandingof  which,  you  muft 

conceive  that  the  love  of  Chrift  in  the  gofpcl,  is  diveN 

Hy  rtiartifclled  unto  nitn;  either  to  men  after  they  bft 

10  Chrifl,  and  are  brought  home  by  it,  and  this  is  a 

love  of  delight  in  them.     PfaL  xlv^  10,  ii.     Or  it  la 

lort  of  good- will  to  men  not  brought  home;  as  it  is  ift 

huibinds,  before  their  aiFe£tions  be  fet  upon  any,  they 

make  lovej  as  it  isj  2  Thef.  ii.  lo*  "  They  received 

♦*  not  the  love  of  the  truth,"  becaufe  the  truth  riiade 

love  to  them,  (-uke  ii*  14.  '*  Good-will  towards  mem'* 

and  this  love,  1  fay,  is  offered;  this  love  the  Lord 

makes  unto  you;  Hand  amazed  at  it,  that  after  all  yonf 

fins,  wrongs  Aotie  him,  nothing  but  love  is  offered,  tvtti 

his  deareft  lovet  for  though  there  is  patience,  .powei^ 

to  help,  wifdopl  to  guide;  though  there  is  terror  in  him^ 

y^t,  '*  Take  my  love,'*  faith   he,  John  iii«  17.  And 

bence^  Heb.  ri.  3-  it  is  called,  «'  Great  failvation,"  or 

JLove.     It  is  offered,  elfe  how  could  noen  be  faid  to 

reje£fc  it  or  negleft  it,  which  he  warns  them  of?  A  mart 

inay  as  well  quellion  whether  there  be  a  goffpel,  aa 

whether  love  be  offered  there;  for  as  the  law  iaitothing 

bot  the  manifeftatioti  of  fln,  the  hand-writing  of  death 

Bfito  all  men.  Writ  with  the  finger  of  God;  the  Rofpel 

IB  the  martifellation  of  grace,  the  hand-writing  of  g;race 

and  peace  to  all  men,   written  with  ihe  blood  of  Oodt 

and  hctice  the  gofpei  is  that  which  brings  **  life  and 

•-  immortality  to  light,**  2  Tim*  >•  io.  Not  that  there 

«  is  life  abfolutety  for  all,  but  there  it  is  for  all  that  flulll 

by  faith  accept  of  itw     More  particularly^ 

.    Firft,  It  is  offered  univerfally  to  all  where- ever  It 

Comes,  and  therefore  perfonally  to  every   man*  the 

Worda  are  plain,  Mark  xvi*  15.  *^  Preach  the  gofpei 

f*  to  every  creaMreT'  and  .ftci  only  to  tfaem  tl>at  dd 

•  \\  J  U  a  belong 
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belong  to  Chrrft,  and  Ihall  bcKcvc;  for  though  it  be 
offered  with  the  power  of  it  effe&ually  to  thefe,  yst 
offered  it  is  alfu  unto  thofe  that  never  fliall  have  God; 
and  bence^  Luke  xiv.  the  Lord  of  the  feaft  invited 
thofe  that  never  came  in;  and  Cbrift  himfelf,  x  Joba 
II.  "He  came  to  his  own,  and  they  received  him 
•*  not;  he  would  have  gathered  them  under  his  wings, 
•'  and  they  would  not;'*  not  only  to  them  that  he  hum- 
bled (though  none  will  care  fur  the  gcfpel  but  fuch) 
but  to  them  that  be  unhumbled,  Rev.  iii.  i8,  20.  doth 
this  gofpel  come.  There  be  many  objeft,  Yes,  the 
Lord  offers  love  to  them  that  are  his,  fafut  not  to  me? 
yes,  to  thee;  there  is  not  a  man  here,  that  can  exempt 
himfelf.  And  I  would  make  no  doubt  to  go  to  every 
man  particularly,  and  fay.  The  Lord  intreats  thee  to 
be  reconciled;  nay,  if  there  be  one  man  worfe  than  a- 
nother,  thougli  bis  hands  have  been  imbrued  in  the 
blood  of  the  prophets,  and  his  foul  ftaioed  with  the 
tnoft  crying  guilt  of  the  moft  hideous  fins  that  ever  the 
earth  bore,  or  fun  faw,  yet  the  Lord  makes  love  to 
him;  the  price  is  paid  for  him,  if  he  will  accept. of  it^ 
and  that  the  Lord  would  have  him  fo  to  do;  neither 
doth  this  univerfal  offer  infer  an  univerfal  redemption; 
for  the  gofpel,  in  the  offer  of  it,  doth  not  fpeak  abfolute- 
ly  that  Chrift  hath  died  for  all,  and  therefore  for  thee, 
as  the  Arminians  maintain ;  but  it  fpeaks  conditionally^ 
it  is  for  thee,  if  ever  the  Lord  gives  thee  a  heart  to  re- 
ceive that  grace  there;  therefore  confrder  of  it,  there 
is  not  one  here  prefent,  bat  the  Lord  would  have  yoa 
receive  his  love,  and  confider  this  one  reafon,  thou  (halt 
be  condemned  for  refufing  it;  hence  it  is  Grod's  com* 
mand,  and  Chrift's  defire  you  fhould  receive  it,  Jolm 
iii.  19.  If  not  thy  duty  to  receive  it,  it  is  not  thy  fin 
to  refufe  it ;  but  it  is  fuch  a  iin,  that  all  men  that  per* 
iih  under  the  found  of  the  gofpel,  are  principally  con- 
demned for. 

Secondly,  It  is  offered  really:  I  put  in  this,  becaofis 
mea  cannot  fee  the  reality  of  this ;  becaofe  not  Chrift 

\  *      bat 
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but  miniftcrs  (they  think)  only  make  it,  and  fo  the  of- 
fer is  only  external  and  minillerial ;  the  Lord  himfelf 
they  think  is  not  of  that  mind« 

Anf.  X.  What  any  miniftcr  according  to  the  gofpel 
doth,  that  Chrift  would  do  if  he  was  here  prefent; 
hence,  1  Con  v.  20.  •'  We  befeech  you  in  his  ftcad  ;•» 
as  ambaffadors  fpeak  what  the  king  himfelf  would  do, 
«nd  no  more,  and  himfelf  would  fpeak  what  they  do  if 
he  was  prefent ; '  and  hence  Chrill  did  not  only  preach 
the  gofpel  to  his  eleft,  that  fliould  receive  him,  but  to 
them  who  did  reject  him  alfo,  which  made  his  blefled 
heart  and  eyes  alfo  break  forth  into  tears,  ''  O  that 
*^  thou  hadft  known,"  &c. 

2.  It  IS  Chrift  in  them  which  doth  fp^ak,  Heb.  xii« 
^S.  *•  Him  that  fpeaks  from  heaven;''  and  hence, 
£ph.  ii.  17.  "He  came  and  preached  peace/'  whea 
he  was  gone  up  to  heaven ;  and  hence  receiving  of  thefe 
minifters  and  ambaffadors  of  Chrift,  is  receiving  of 
Chrift;  defpifing  of  them,  is  defpifing  of  Chrift;  and 
look  as  the  bowels  of  God  the  Father's  love  are  open* 

'  «d  in  Chrift,  fo  the  bowels  of  Chrift*s  love  are  opened 
in  thofe  whom  he  fends.  Never  didft  thou  fee  any  mi* 
iiifter  pity  thy  condition,  and  offer  peace  to  thee,  but 
becaufe  Chrift  put  it  in  his  heart ;  and  as  in  rejedling 
Xhc  gofpel,  you  Ihall  not  fad  their  fpirics  fo  much  as 
Cihrift's  Spirit  in  them;  fo  In  accepting,  e  contra. 

3.  Your  life  and  falvatlon,  and  certainty  of  mercy 
from  Chrift,  hangs  upon  your  receiving  their  word; 
for  men  will  fay,  if  Chrift  were  here  I  durft  believe 
bis  word;  I  tell  you,  the  Lord  hangs  thy  life  Upon  be- 
lieving their  word  fpoken  according  to  him,  John  xvii, 
ao.  "  I  pray  for  them  that  ftiall  believe  in  me  through 
*<  their  word;"  why  not  through  my  word?  Anf.  Thefe 
may  ftand  well  together;  my  word  as  the  foundation^ 
their  word  as  building  upoii  it;  their  word  in  the  ex- 
ternal adminidration  and  view  of  man,  but  my  word 
ifideed;  my  word  in  their  mouths,  and  fo  their  word 

'3^  ioftrumebts  under  that  principal  agent;  fo  that  if  aa 

U  3  ang^l 
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Angel,  OF  on;  ifaould  rire  from  the  deadt  I  ftofild  iMt 
}ook  for  more  certainty  of  life  by  believing  thefe,  thaa 
them.  Cbrid  will  fpes^k  no  more,  till  he  lli^kes  dovs 
hesiven  and  e^rth  with  bis  voice;  but  their  word  he 
honours,  %nd  faith,  Bc^Iieye  it;  their  word  is  not,  Chri& 
h$ith  loved  thee ;  but  believe,  that  thou  maytt  be  be- 
loved of  Chrift, 

4.  The  Lord  Is  fo  real  here,  that  be  punifteth  men 
inore  for  thi^,  thart  if  he  was  prefent.  Chriil  lived  a- 
jxiong  the^  Jews,  and  preached,  they  crucified  him, 
find  rejected  him  in  his  perfon;  yet  this  cad  tbcm  not 
©if,  till  (Luke  xiii.  46.)  they  put  away  the  offers  of  grace 
by  the  fervants  of  Chrifl  from  them,  and  now  the 
^poftles  are  to  ihake  the  duil  off  their  feet  againil 
fucb  as  thofe. 

Thirdly,  It  is  offered  with  vehement  defircs  to  ac» 
pept  of  it,  a  Cor.  vi.  i.  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  11.  *"  W^befeech 
you,  receive  not  God*s  grace  in  vain:"  far  you  may 
fj^y,  There  is  Tome  offer,  but  the  Lorddcfires  it  not  in 
good  eal'neft :  never  did  man  defire  to  get  the  affeftion 
of  another  moi^  beautiful,  as  the  Lord  doth  thee  that 
bad  none;  we  ufe  to  judge  of  the  af{e£\Lon  of  another 
to  9  thing,  by  what  he  is  willing  to  part  with  for  it; 
as  he  that  fold  all  for  the  pearl,  and  bought  it ;  fe  the 
J-ord  is  content  to  part  with  all  he  bath  to. thee;  the 
deareft  thing  be  hath,  is  his  precious  blood,  ami  all 
fruits  and  benefits  of  it;  his  Spirit  to  comfort,  hirafclf 
to  dwell  with  thee,  his  Father  to  love  thee,  hia  king- 
dom  to  receive  thee,  his  fweetcft  promifcs  to  affurc  and 
ftablifti  thee;  all  things,  except  his  glory:  it  is  not  fit 
that  y<?u  fhould  receive  that,  but  for  him  to  receive  it 
from  thee;  and  giving  it  to  him,  is  better  than  havixg 
of  it  to  thyfelf.  To  thee,  1  fay,  that  art  like  an  in- 
Parnate  devil,  dead,  and  damned,  and  undone  for  ever, 
unlefs  thou  accept  of  this  grace,  is  aU  this  mercy  of 
the  gofpel  tendered.     . 

Fourthly,  It  is  offered  freely,  Ifa.  H.  %,  2.  For  this 
inaHes  many  ilaiid  and  yjon^e^i  vhy  ibould  the  Lord 

pake 
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iltake  loref  to  me  fo  vile,  fo  nnworthy^  good  for  nothing 
but  to  fin!  dry  bonesi  or  what  need  hath  the  Lord  of 
me  ?  what  can  I  do  for  him?  what  can  I  add  to  him  i 
why  goeth  he  not  lAto  the  palaces  of  princes  to  call  iif 
them!  but  that4ie  ftiould  deal  thus  with  me  that  haye 
ftnned  worfe  than  Paut  before  converiion!  not  ignorant* 
ly ;  I  have  kn6wn  the  grace  of  Chrift,  yet  rej^ftcd  it? 
and  have  gone  on  defperately,  have  been  mad  in  fol- 
towing  my  lovers,  forfaking  the  Lord;  true,  I  know 
no  caufe»  but  only  his  free  love,  becaufc  he  bath  com- 
paffion  on  thee,  and  becaufe  it  is  for  his  grace  fake: 
hence  he  defires  it  vehemently;  for  that  is  worthy  to  be 
honoured,  received,  embraced  of  thee.  Methinks  it  is 
in  this  cafe,  as  it  is  with  poor  mariners,  whofe  fhlp  19 
wrecked,  many  drowned,  and  they  caft  upon  tlie  (hore, 
one  comes  to  them,  and  offers  them  houfe,  and  meat, 
and  home,  they  tell  him,  We  are  poor  men,  have  no- 
thing to  pay;  true,  I  know  that,  but  I  have  compaf- 
fion  upon  you,  becaufe  I  fee  you  are  diftreffed  men;  fo 
it  is  here  with  the  Lord  Jefus,  I  know  thou  haft  nothing' 
K>  requite  me,  but  I  have  compaflion  upon  you,  accept 
my  grace,  take  it,  live  upon  it,  becaufe  thou  art  a 
diftreffed  foul;  God  hath  (liewn  wondrous  mercy  in- 
giving  life,  now  I  offer  more,  one  would  think;  now 
furely  men  (hould  be  glad  to  accept  of  this  grace. 

^Mf/K  Upon  what  terms  is  this  offer  of  love  made? 

Anf.  There  is  nothing  required,  but  only  and  mere-  * 
ly  receiving  of  it;  John  i.  12.  Under  the  law  it  was, 
•*  Do  all  this;**  but  the  gofpel  faith  not  fo,  but,  **  Re- 
•*  ccive  me  who  have  done  all,  and  fuffered  alfo,"  with 
thy  whole  heart;  as  it  was  in  the  land  of  promifc^  no- 
thing required,  but  going  up,  and  poffcfs  it;  here  it  is 
no  more.  Prov.  iv.  8.  **  She  fliall  bring  thee  to  honour 
*'  when  tfaou  doft  embrace  her,"  The  offer  of  love,  is  • 
like  the  offer  of  a  rich  portion,  nothing  required  but 
receiving  it  thankfully,  and  foliviilg  upon  it;  fo  Pfal. 
xvi.  5,  6,  7,  ^'  I  thank  the  Lord  that  gave  me  Counfcl.'* 
fcc.    Or,  as  it  is  in  the  offer  of  a  prince  to  a  traitor, 
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he  ofiers  life  to  him ;  upon  what  terms?  I  could  croft 
thee  as  a  fly  between  my  fingers,  but  I  defire  nothing, 
only  accept  my  favour,  come  and  embrace  me»  aiKi 
then  live  under  my  government  in  my  kingdom,  be- 
caufe  {hat  I  love  thy  company,  and  becaufe  here  is  my 
honour,  and  thy  fat'ety ;  io  doth  the  Lord  in  the  gofpcl, 
the  Lord  profefTeth,  he  had  rather  a  foul  ihall  return; 
Come  under  m^j  wings,  faith  Ghrift,  and  1  will  cover 
you  alK  .  I  would  have  you  fafe«  and  near  uota 
me,  that  you  may  feel  the  warmth  and  life  of  my  luve: 
this  is  all  the  Lord  looks  for ;  and  who  would  nc>t  ac- 
cept of  love  upon  thefe  terms! 

Thirdly,  Motives  to  accept  of  it.  Why  (hould  I 
name  any  more  than  what  the  tcjtt  mentions?  no  woe 
like  this,  to  lofe  it!  and  though  it  may  be  now  you  may 
efleem  it  nothing,  while  it  is  fair  weather,  and  whiles 
it  is  a  day  of  patience,  yet  when  the  depths  of  anger 
are  broken  up,  then  you  (hall  fee,  and  fay,  no  people 
like  unto  thofe  that  have  it,  when  you  fhall  fee  Chrift 
on  his  .throne  with  raviihing  beauty,  and  fee  him  tread 
the  wine  prefs  of  wrath  alone,  and  his  garmeots  dipt 
in  the  blood  of  his  enemies;  then  you  fhall  fay^  the 
want  of  this  love  is  bitter;  and  hence  if  it  be  ofieredt 
take  it  now  gladly,  thankfully,  joyfully, 

OhjeEl.  But  I  am  but  one,  will  the  Lord  receive  roe? 

Anf.  I  have  been  llirrcd  up  to  preach  the  gotpel  fcr 
the  fake  of  that  one;  and,  Jer.  iii.  14.  *•  I  will  lake 
*'  one  of  a  tribe. *^  Though  all  elf^  be  rcjeSed,  the 
Lord  minds  thee. 

Ohje£l.  But  Chrift  is  in  heaven,  how  cau  I  receive 
him,  and  his  love? 

Anf.  A  mighty  prince  is  abfcnt  from  a  traitor,  ho 
fends  his  herald  with  a  letter  of  love,  he  gives  it  him 
to  read;  how  can  he  receive  the  love  of  the  prince 
when  abfent?  Anf.  He  fees  his  loye  in  his  letter, 
knows  it  came  from  him,  and  fo  at  a  diftance  clofeth 
with  him  by  this  means ;  fo  here,  he  that  was  dead, 
but  now  is  alive*  W'^^^.h  f"?^ds  to  thee,  O  receive  his 
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love  here  in  his  word;  this  is  receiving,  '<  him  by 
*^  faith,"  Afts  ii.  37,  38. 

Objea.  3.  But  I  am  not  ele£ied,  nor  redeemed;  if 
I  knew  that,  I  durft  receive  the  Lord  and  his  love. 

Anf.  What  have  you  to  do  with  God's  fecret  decree 
of  eiedion?  it  is  your  duty  to  look  to  the  gofpel,  which 
is  the  will  of  God's  command;  there  is  a  will  of  God's 
decree,  and  a  man  may  fulfil  this  will  and  lin;  as  Je-. 
roboam  in  revolting,  according  to  the  prophecy  of  the 
prophet ;  and  to  fubmit  to  this,  is  not  moral  obedi- 
ence, though  moved  thereto  by  a  divine  inllin£t,  as  in 
Cyrus;  but  there  is  a  will  of  God's  command,  and 
this  you  are  to  look  to.  Anf.  True;  but  it  may  be 
thou  art  redeemed;  and  therefore  do  not  crucify  Chrift 
a  fecond  time;  receive. this  love,  and  it  is  certain  it  is 
for  thee. 

ObjtSt.  4.  But  I  am  not  humbled  fufficiently? 

Anf.  I  know  00  man  can  receive  Chrift,  till  the 
liord  hath  humbled  and  broken  him  down;  but  know, 
there  is  no  more  humiliation  required,  than  that  which 
brings  thee  to  receive  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift*  Many 
have  a  fpirit  of  cleaving  to,  and  receiving  of  Chrift,  as 
hath  been  opened,  but  are  Jcept  off,  becimfe  they  fear 
they  are  not  humbled;  but  methinks  the  very  offer  of 
Chrift  to  one  condemned  and  loft  forever,  who  muft  lie 
to  all  eternity  mourning  (methinks  this)  fiiould  bre^k. 
thy  heart,  if  it  be  not  a  ftone  and  a  rock,  as  it  did 
Paul's,  ifideed  you  muft  be  more  and  more  humbled  all 
your  life :  but  this  is  a  confequent  required  of  thofe 
who  are  in  Chrift. 

OijeSf.  5«  But  I  cannot  believe,  why  prefs  you  me 
to  it?  I 

4nf.  r.  The  Lord  doth  not  prefs  you  to  believe,  bc- 
caufe  you  ihould  believe  from  yourfelves;  but  that 
f(^eling  your  own  inability,  you  might  fuffer  him  tp 
make  you  believe. 

!•  The  Lord  by  words  of  exhortation  doth  work 
feUh;  there  goes  a  power  with  it;  as  A£ts  iu  ^  Repent;' 

they 
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they  gladly  received  the  word;  and  whofeliesrtnfi 
it  not  draw  and  compel,  efpectalty  if  there  be  any  ^pi^i 
of  God  f a  any  feol  ?  and  therefore  prary  give  the  Lofll| 
leave  to  fpeak,  wbofe  word  can  qaickea  the  dead,  thuqh; 
the  dead  oaa  neither  ftir  nor  hear. 

3*  There  be  many  of  you  that  fay,  yea  cannot  b^ 
lieve;  bat  this  gofpel  draws  out  a  power;  "  The  waf . 
of  the  Lord,  i»  ftrength  U  the  upright^*'  Prov^  x.  29* 
Will  yonjtf  can  you  <^fpife  or  reAiie  his  grace?  No,  it  ^ 
fhotttd  conftrain. 

OdfeSf.  6.  Bat  I  have  received,  and  I  feel  f»  virtua 
frma  him? 

An/.  I.  I  know  many  do  receive  him.|  and  M  sot 
.  thevirtae  of  Chrift;  but  becaafe  fatms  may  be  kt[t , 
poov  in  fpirh,  poflefa  at^  things  ta  Cbrill,  and  jet  re« 
ceive  little  from  Chrid,  I  ihall  only  aik  two  queftioiisf 

I.  How  doft  thou  eftctm  of,  and  defire  (bat  bkfiag 
of  Chr»R  ?  Doft  thou  efteem  of  nothing  fo  precious,  d^ 
fire  nechiog  more,  and  foUoweft  the  Lord  Oipi^with  pr»]r- 
er  for  it?  it  is  in  Chrift  for  thee;  what  thoo  waattS, 
thou  fiialt  have  it,  John  iv«  lo.  Phil.  iii«  9,  lo.  No 
faUe  heart  but  undervalues  thefe  things;  and  AeLffd 
wiU  fuHil  ait  thy  defires;  in  heaven  thou  ihalt  haveaB 
thy  fins  fubdflaed  and  trodden  to  death. 

a.  Hbw  is  riiy  heart,  for  thy  general  frame,  affeSed 
wnlh  the  abfence  of  the  good  thou  fe.eleft  noc  from  tbe 
Hopd?  d6fl  thou  m^^urn  bitterly  for  this ?  look  as  tbe 
difciples  that  mourned  for  Chriil's  bodily  abfence,  tbe 
Lord  tells  them,  **  They  fliould  rejoicci"  fo  here  a 
carnal  heart  is  indifferent,  though  he  lofe  Chrift's  rir- 
tae.  And  therefore  accept  the  Lard'e  love,  yau  poor 
mourning  foul^ ;  the  mod  ftohy  heart  I  fpeak  to;  bot 
much  nK>re  unto  the  weary,  and  them  that  have  bees 
feeking  after  the  Lord,  Behold  falvalion  is  conae  tolhy 
heart  this  day,  only  let  it  in;  da  net  reje&  it,  becau£$ 
thy  fins  are' great,  the  Lord  knows  them«  yetheo&rs; 
icMueof  you  b^ve  had  forae  hopes  or  aflurance  CM 
18  yours,  yet^he^may  be  thine  i  fiippofe  ha  was  never 

this( 
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Sne  y€t,  now  ftretch  f>nt  thy  ftaking  htmdy  teceire 
m  wlio  is  this  day  crucified  before  thy  eyea,  k»s  head 
tnging  dowfh  his  blood  gulhing  eut,  befeeching  thee 

accept  of  this  which  is  flied  for  thee.  I  remember 
gddly  man  receWin^  apples  from  a  poor  woman,  be 
ok  tbena  thankfully,  but  faid,  withal,  this  came  Anom 
lO  Spirit  of  God;  fo  doih  this  offer  much  more,  and 
terefore  take  it.  But  I  know  this  love  will  be  def* 
ifcd  by.  fome  of  yoo  ;  focie  not  fcaowing  yowr  woe, 
mo  npt  feeling  it,  being  without  Chrift.  Had  the 
ord  no  purpofe  to  do  thee  good;  and  I  knew  thee,  I 
ould  read  thy  doom;  but  the  Lord  wouk)  riot  lay  3^iir 
fta  to  your  charge;  your  bafe  lufts  are  better  than 
ihrift  to  you,  O  iherelbr©  4nourn  for  this  ?  you  that 
Dovi^  him  not,  priave  him  not ;  but  carry  this  (AAi 
ill*  41.)  about  with  thee,  viz.  *•  Hear  you  defpifera^ 

and  wonder!"  fee. 

Obferv.  4.  That  many  men  may,  and  do  apprehend 
}hriil  by  a  foeming  &fth,  whom  yet  Chrift  Jeftia  ap- 
rehends  not  by  his  deareft  love. 

For  here  were  virgins,  many  of  iheiw,  who  crJed, 
*  Lord,  Lord  !**  only  looking  for  falvation  from'  him, 
langing  upon  grace,  clal^ng  about  his  feet,  asitwerei 
md  who  in  their  life  time,  w<>n<?  out  to  meet  the  bridew 
proom,  expefting  love  from  him;  and  yet  Chrift  here 
irofeiFeth,  **  I  know  you  •not,**'  \  love  you  not. 

X  fay,  this  is  by  a  feeming  faith;  for  no  man  ap. 
irehanc^  Chrift  by  a  liv^  faith,  but  is  apprehendcdf 
>f  Chrift,  John  i.  12.  But  if  it  bo  by  a  feeming  faith, 
^  e.  which  feems  to  be  faith  i»  the  judgment  and  o. 
»imo5  of  others^  and  alfa  which  feems  only  to  be  fe  to^ 
J)eir  own  appreheofton,  as  it  did  unto  ihefe  virgins, 
lie  Lord  doth  not  apprehend  fuch  by  bis  deareft  love  ; 
\vA  that  15,  i  fay,  with  his  deareft  love :  with  com- 
mon love  h^  may,  but  with  dear  and  eternal  leva- 
lever. 

The  faith  of  feme  men,  is  Rka  the  eaftifig  of  Ibme? 
RAcbar  at  fea;  i$  (tof  times  fftlla  upn  a  rock,  or  right 
^  •  fand, 
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faad,  it  to^cheth  the  ground,  but  the  rode  lioUi  i 
it ;  aud  heace  the  Ihip  is  ever  driven  before  the  wii 
or  carried  away  with  the  ebbiogs  and  flowings«ft 
water;  fo  it  is  here :  and  hence  men  are'  tofied  to « 
fro  with  lufts  and  temptations,  and  driven  before 
winds.   Or  as  it  was  of  Saul  to  Samuel,  he  apprdia 
cd  Samuel,  but  Samuel  departed  from  him,  faw ' 
no  more  until  the  day  of  his  death;  fo  here,  the  tdttf* 
dom  and  love  of  Chrift  is  rent  from  you.     John  ii.  241 
*^  But  Jefus  did  not  commit  himfelf  to  them.''    Lak 
ziii.  26,  27.  "  Have  we  not  eat  and  drunk  in  th]rpr^ 
*'  fence?**  and  yet  Chrill  will  fay,  *•  I  know  you  n^f 
and  this  is  the  cafe  of  many.  Job  viii.  13, 14.  ''  Whei 
**  an  hypocrite  dies,  his  hope  periflieth:"  iJF  thcLorf 
had  apprehended  him  with  his  deareil  love,  it  cxaH 
cot  be  fo. 

For  explication  of  this  point,  three  things  are  to  i» 
'  dpened.  1 

1.  How  one  may  be  faid  to  apprehend  Chrift  Jda 
by  a  feemtng  faith. 

2.  How  Chrift  is  faid  not  to  apprehend  fuch. 

3.  Why  he  doth  not. 

Is^ueft.  Fir  ft.  How  may  one  be  faid  to  apprehcol 
Cbrilt  by  a  feemtng  faith  ? 
.  Anf.  Five  ways  ufually. 

I.  When  men  arc  forced  to  fly  to  Chrift  mcreif 
put  of  extremity  and  preflures  af  mifery,  the  (Iroto 
and  dry  blows  of  divine  bleifings  light  upon  them,afl' 
now  they  cry.  Lord,  pity  us;  it  may  be,  in  timc«f 

£eace,  while  confcienceand  divine  vengeance  were^ 
oep,  they  regarded  not  faith,  nor  prayer,  nor  ChriJi 
nor  any  thing  elfe,  notwithftanding  all  heart-breakisf 
cries,  and  loud  calls  of  God,  but  were  merry  and  ligb^ 
and  licentious,  bx..  but  in  extremity  then  they  wiO 
cry,  and  prize  mercy  above  a  thoufand  worlds,  ?^' 
i.  28.  One  would  think  their  mouths  fhould  be  ft'f' 
ped  then;  fome  thitik  thofe  words  are  an  allofion  totbe 
ark  in  Noah*s  time,  Hof.  viii.  i,  2»  3.  **  When  tfce 

r  eagle ! 
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*  eagle  fliall  come  againft  God's  people,  Pfal.  Ixxviir. 

*  35.  They  iball  cryv  My  God,  Ve  know  tbee:'»  No, 
kith  the  Lord,  •*  The  enemy  Ihall  apprehend  them,*" 
[  will  not.  This 'is  not  faith,  but  only  felflove;  when 
iB  men  are  naught  before,  and  their  hearts  fitting  loofe 
fom  God  continually,  having  no  daily  embracements 
^bim,  and  would  be  worfe  after  God's  affliding  hand 
f  he  ihould  help  them;  but  fo  it  is,  that  they  cry  out 
0  God  for  help,  merely  bccaufe  of  torment,  Sec.  This 
«  like  that  cry  of  our  Indians  to  the  devil,  who  wor* 
hSp,  and  cleave  to  him,  becaiife  he  plagues  them. 
True,  in  times  of  extremity,  the  faith  of  the  faints 
nay  be  awakened  which  was  afleep  before;  and  when 
3od  hedgeth  their  way  with  thorns,  they  may  then  re- 
urn  to  their  firft  hufband,  becaufe  it  was  better  f  but 
nrhen  extremity  begets  it,  it  begins  and  ends  with  it, 
ives  and  dies  with  it;  here  fuch  may  fear  that  then 
Clhr4ft  apprehends  them  not.     Pfal-  Ixvi.  3.     ♦'  Be- 

*  caufe  of  thy  power,  thy  enemies  (hall  fubmit.'*  A 
|>roud  rebellious  wretch  in  times  of  peace,  fwells  big- 
ger than  God,  and  is  above  God ;  the  Lord  Jefus  hath 
iis  times  wherein  he  grapples  with  them  when  no  mi- 
lifters  can,  and  flings  them  down  with  his  fword  at 
their  heart,  and  his  hand  at  their  throat,  and  terrors 
tt  their  confciences;  and  now  they  yield;  Ghrift  may 
iience  take  thefe  as  common  fubjcfts;  but  never  ad 
Tpecial  favourites  to  ftand  before  him;  and  this  is  the 
cafe  of  thoufands,  who  fly  to  Chrift  merely  for  extrc- 
Diities.  Thus  the  cafe  flood  with  old  Joab;  he  (hould 
have  died  before ;  i  Kings  ii.  30.  but  at  lail  he  negleds 
bis  charge,  he  runs  to  the  altar  only  out  of  fclf-love^ 
and  there  he  will  die;  one  would  think  ai  man  that 
bad  been  fo  ufeful,  flying  to  the  altar  in  his  old  age, 
might  be  pitied;  No,  the  altar  which  fccures  others 
fecures  not  him;  juftice  may  be  Ihewo  to  him  that  will 
abufe  favour  long;  fo  it  is  here. 

2.  When  men  fly  to  Chrift  in  timca  of  peace,  that 
b  they  may  prefcrve  their  finSi  with  greater  peace  of 

confcience 
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coafctence;  (o  that  fm  makes  them  fly  td  Ghrii 
well  as  mlferxi  not  that  they  may  deftroy  and  dbofil 
fin,  but  that  they  may  be  preferved  tn  thtif  fiasYii 
peace.     For  this  is  the  frame  of  all  mtn  livkg;  ii 
before  it  is  comnittted  (not  all  fiO|  but  wh^t  is  faitibl 
.  to  men's  condituiians^  corruptions^  ptaces,  temptttwH 
is  very  fvireet ;  and  if  confcience  be  awake,  it  it  ih 
the  commiiSoA  bitter;  f^reet  in  the  mouth,  bitter  is  d 
belly;  Of  elfe  they  know  it  will  be  bitter  another di] 
Prov.  xxiii.  31.  *'  Stings  like  a  cockatrice:  aadtrk 
profit  in  inheriting  lies??'  NoW|  becaufe  men  have 
hence  many  an  heart  fecretly  faith  thus«  If  laaiur 
tay  fin,  and  peace,  and  confcience  quiet  for  the  pi 
fent,  and  God  merciful  to  pardon  it  afterward,  tfa 
all  is  well :  hereupon  bearing  thofe  that  put  their  t! 
in  Chrift  fhall  be  pardoned  for  f refent^  and  ftfcd 
terward,  hence  he  doth  rely  (as  he  faith)  only  ob 
mercy  of  God  in  Chrift;  and' now  this  bardeosi 
blinds  him,  and  makes  him  Arcure»  and  hisfaitl 
fermon-proof,  nothing  (lira  him«  S(c.  and  werek 
for  their  faith,  they  ihould  defpair,  but  this  keeps  tl 
up;  and  now  they  think,  if  they  have  any  trouUc 
mind*  the  devil  troubles  them;  and  f4»  make  Cbi 
and  faith  protestors  of  fin,  not  purifiers  from  fiD(«bid^ 
is  moft  dreadful)  turning  grace  to  wantonnefs,  afithqr 
did  facrifice ;  fo  thefe  would  fin  under  the  fttdov  d 
Chrift,  becaufe  the  ihadow  ia  fweet«  MicahiiKH< 
they  had  fubtile  fly  ends  in  good  duties,  for  tbefM 
may  ly  a  man's  fin ;  yet  they  lean  upon  the  L.oni,k& 
Matth.  iii.  7,  8.  The  fcribes  came  inj^ace  to  Jolts'' 
miniftry,  which  was  to  awaken  men  to  believe  is  tbe 
Mcfiiabt   ^'  O  generation  of  vipers,  who  hath  [ore* 
"  warned  you  10  flee  from  wrath  to  come!'*  !«<»« 
laith  he,  ''  Bring  forth  fruits;''    as  if  he  fliooU  ftfi 
You  would  have  the  bleffing  of  the  warm  fun  ilillfbat 
you  care  not  to  have  your  viperous  nature  thtnffi, 
you  will  bring  forth  the  old  bitter  fruiu,  &c*   Wbes 


.   TEN  V1RGI3JS.  3X9 

snoney- changers  came  into  the  temple,  fays  Cbrift  unto 
ihem,  "  Ye  have  made  it  a  den  of  thieves.''  Thieves^ 
when  hunted,  fly  to  their  den  or  cave,  and  there  they 
remain  in  fpite  of  all  fearchers»  hues  and  <}ries  :  So 
here,  but  Cbrift  whipped  them  out.  So,  ^hen  mea 
are  purfued  with  cries  and  fears  of  confcience,  aws^y 
to  Chrift  they  go,  as  to  their  deo ;  not  as  faints, 
to  pray  and  lament  out  the  life  of  their  iin  there, 
tmt  to  preferve  their  fin  ;  this  is  vile;  will  the  Lord 
receive  fuch? 

, ,  I  am  perfuaded,  many  a  man's  heart  is  kept  from 
I^reaking  and  mourning,  becaufe  of  this :  he  faith,  it 
may  be,  that  he  is  a  vile  finner ;  but  he  trufts  in  Chri0«. 
If  they  do  go  to  Chrid,  to  deftroy  their  fm,  this  makes 
;^m  more  fecure  in  their  fin;  for,  fay  they,  I  cannot; 
and  tlie  thing  I  would  not  do,  that  do  I,  and  Chrili 
mud  do  all;  whereas  faith  makes  the  foul  mourn  after 
the  Lord  the  more,  as  Paul  did;  yet  do  you  think  they 
^that  believed  faid,  *^  Let  us  fin,  that  grace  may  a« 
bound?"     No,  no.     .  ,  y 

^,  3.  By  feeing  fome  glory,  and  tafting  fome  fwect  Iq 
ithe  gofpel,  and  .Ghrill  manifefted  and  arifing  therein; 
^bence  fome  men  may  apprehend  Chrift  neither  out  of 
fear  of  mifery,  nor  only  to  preferve  fome  fin;  but  God 
fet^  in  the  light  and  heat  of  the  blefled  beams  of  the 
glorious  gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  therefore  there 
is  mercy  rich,  free,  fweet,  for  damned,  great,  vile 
^nners:  O!  faith  the  foul,  what  a  fweet  minifiry, 
word,  God  and  gofpel  is  this  I  and  there  reds  ^ 
This  was  the  frame  of  the  ftony.ground,  whi^h  heard 
the  word  and  received  it  wiih^joy,  and  for  a  lime 
believe^},'*  Luke  viii.  13.  And  this  is  the  cafe  of 
thoufands,  that  are  much  affeded  with  the  promife 
and  mercy  of  Chrift,  end  hang  upon  free-grace 
far  a  time ;  but  as  it  is  with  fweet  fmells  in  a  roorn^ 
they  continue  not  long ;  or  as  flowers,  they  grow  old 
and  witheredi  and  fall;  ia  tipie  of  temptatioai  luft, 
«  and 
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ftad  world,  and  floth  is  more  fweet  than  ChriR  and  al! 
hts  gofpel  is;  it  is  in  this  cafe  with  die  foul,  aswidi 
Mary,  who  applied  the  fpikcoard  only  to  the  feet  of 
Chrift,  but  all  the  room  was  filled  with  the  fwettncfe 
of  it;  fo,  in  the  gofpel,  the  fweet  odour  of  ic  is  fcattered 
to  all;  and  the  apoftle  Paul  faith,  ^' We  are  a  fweet 
favour  of  God  to  them  that  perilh  :*'  but  Ghrift  onlf 
applies  it  unto  the  heart  of  a  wounded,  poor,  hambkd 
finner ;  and  though  fmells  and  odours  refrefh,  yet\Dca 
cannot  live  by  the  fraell :  fo  it  is  here;  fuch  is  the  rich 
grace  of  Chrift,  that  the  ward  {hall  know  and  fay,  Bs 
is  good.  As  the  king  paifeth  by,  many  come  to  fee  him; 
but  doth  he  take  all  up  to  the  chariot  with  him.^  No; 
but  they  go  home  to  their  feveral  houfes  agaia,  tod 
then  they  commune,  and  fpeak  of  what  they  faw: 
So  Chrift  accepts  only  of,  and  apprehends  note  but 
thofe  that  have  forfaken  all  at  his  call,  and  fo  live 
upon  his  favour:  So  here,  as  Pfalm  xlv.  8.  All  kii 
garments  fmell  of  myrrh ;  yet  it  is  only  the  qacea 
which  hears,  confiders,  and  forgets  her  father's  boufe, 
ftands  at  his  right  hand. 

4.  When  the  foul  is  perfuaded  to  clofe  with  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  by  the,  power  of  immediate  rcnb- 
lion,  without  the  medium  of  the  word ;  the  word  thef 
grant  hath  its  ufe,  and  it  is  good  to  attend  to  it,  as  to 
a  light  in  a  dark  place,  but  ftay  till  the  day-ilar  arifc; 
the  word  is  obfcure,  and  may  deceive,  but  thiscanoor; 
and  they  think  Chrift  never  apprehends  them,  till  this 
doth ;  and  this  fome  feel,  and  reft  upon,  as  opofl 
alight  and  comfort  in  ficknefs,  and  leave  otbers  ta 
the  word ;  fome  feel  and  hold  no  other  evidence  but 
this;  fom^  hold  it,  but  never  felt  it,  bQtliv5iaad« 
miring  of  it,  as  a  pretty  new  thing*  &c. 

I  confefs  the  Spirit  muft  reveal  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  before  ever  it  can  draw  any  to  believe,  aad 
it  muft  mightily,  immediately  apply  the  word;  botfof 
Chrift  to  reveal  himfelf  without  a  word,  and  a  wor<l 
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or  promife  in  the  gofpel  truly: underdood,  is  adelufioiii 
6fpedally  if  the  evidence  of  the  word  be  herein  defpifed* 
Rom.  XV.  4.  Paul  had  revelations;  fo  may  a  godly 
man  have  mi)re  than  common  m^nifeftations  of  favour 
at  fome  times ;  but  Paul  fpeaks  not  of  thefc,Heb.  vi.  1 7*" 
''  That  we  might  have  flrong  confolation>"  &c/  All 
the  heirs  of  the  promifes,  as  heirs  that  have  legacies' 
left*them^  they  go  to  the  will  of  the  deceafcd  father^ 
•and  that  comforts,  that  they  hold  to,  that  isfure,  fuch 
a  one  fliall  have  it,  if  his  name  be  there ;  but  if  oni* 
Ihall  fay.  Such  a  one  hath  promifed  me  fitch  lands,  is  it 
in  the  will?  No;  but  fince  he  died,  the  .news  of  it 
tame  unto  me ;  O  but  be  Yiot  deceived  1  Agaiti  fay- 
fome,  I  hold  to  the  will ;  let  us  fee  where  it  is?  I  lov6 
fuch  and  fuch,  faith  the  Lord:  true;  but  whom?  It  is 
children,  believing,  broken,  poor,  humbled.  Now  if 
you  fay,  No,  I  regard  no  fuch  will }  then  you  regard 
Do  fuch  will ;  ahd  you  regard  not  the  Lord ;  fo  it  is 
here,  Eph.  ii.  20.  *^  Built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
Apollles;'*  i.e.  upon  the  word,  and  Ghrift  in  it,  &c* 
Hence,  if  you  build  without  the  word,  you  build  with- 
out a  foundation,  and  you  will  fall ;  and  do  you  hold 
to  that  comfort  that  the  word  neVei*  gave  you  ?  Ghrift 
is  not  the  objefl  of  faith,  but  as  revealed  j  John  vi.45* 
•'  He  that  hath  feen,"  &c*  Ghrift  k  not  revealed,  but 
in  his  word  of  the  gofpel  preached  ;  all  your  concep- 
tions without  it,  are  idolatrous  and  monftrous  ;  you 
Neither  fee  nor  apprehend  Ghrift,  nor  Ghrift  you. 

5,  By  clofing  with  Ghrift  upon  falfe  figns  of  grace  j 
there  is  a  company  of  people,  if  they  have  but  foma 
pangs,  and  fome  reformations  now  and  then,  they 
are  prefcntly  G<irift's,  they  hope  ;  and  if  they  be  like 
nnto  all  other  good  people,'  and  do  as  they  do, '  now 
all  is  well.  Thus  ttieie  foolifli  virgins  did  deceive 
and  (delude  therafelves  ;  they  Were  virgins,  th^y  were 
like  others,  and  they  thought  well  €)f  ihcm,  and  hence 
tfccy  fell  to  have  hopes,  out  of  fome  flighty  world 
of  the  Spirit  of  the   Lo:  d  Jefus ;    bu^  they    are, .  in 
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the  mteriin»  ftrangers  to  the  life  of  God,  and  Chnft« 
;iad  grace ;  thefe  Ihould  have  looked  to  have  oil  ia 
Iheir  veffels  before  now. 

Secondly,  What  is  it  for  Chrill  not  to  apprehend 
fuch,  and  to  withdraw^  from  fuch  ? 

JLnf.  You  may  know  this  by  the  affirmative.— 
What  is  it  for  Qhrift  Jcfus  to  apprehend  ^  Confidec 
a  foal  drawn  home  to  the  Lord  Chrifl  to  believe; 
there  are  two  things  he  doth  apprehend  his  people  bj. 
As, 

Firft,  By  an  eternal  covenant  of  grace,  which  the 
Lord  makes  and  enters  into  with  a  poor  fmner,  where- 
by  he  binds  himfelf  for  ever  to  "be  his,  a  God  unto 
bim ;  we  cannot  make  the  Lord  apprehend  us  (as  ia 
%  Sam.  "V.  I,  %^  3.)  but  by  his  covenant,  he  bmds 
himfelf  unto  the  fouls  of  his  people,  Ifaiiab  Iv.  2. 3. 
which  is  a  mighty  ftrong  covenant,  as  firong.  as  God's 
purpofe  is ;  for  it  is.  nothing  but  God's  purpofe  re* 
vealed.   Now  this  the  Lord  reveals  ufually  two  ways. 

1.  In  the  word,  without  the  confcience  knowing  it,  \ 
fo  as  that  a  man  hath  not  affurance  of  God's  good-will 
to  him.     And, 

2.  To  confcience  ;  and  this  two  ways.  ' 
i.  By  prayer  :  The  foul  being  inflant  witir  God  to 

reveal  his  good-will,  the  Lord  doth  it,  £zek.  xxxvi.  37. 
•*  \  will  yet  be  enquired  of  for  this,'*  &c  Zecfa. 
l^iii.  19.  Hence  the  Lord  afks  ihe  poor  heart,  Will 
nothing  content  thee  but  the  Lord  ?  I  will  fulfil  thy 
defires  then,  the  Lord  hath  heard  thy  cries ;  all  thy  fins 
ihall  be  pardoned,  all  thofe  corruptions  fubdued,  &c. 

a.  By  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  when  the  foul  • 
liath  •been  frow'ard  in  feeking  the  Lord,  but  no«^ 
mourns  under  it,  that  it  cannot  find  the  Lord ;  the 
Lord  profelTeth,  "  I  will  create  the  fruit  of  the  lips,.] 
peace."  Pfalm  xxv.  14.  "  He  will  Ihew  them  his  | 
covenant,"  &c.  So  that  the  foul  i^  for  a  time  ftt-^ 
blifhed  and  fupportcd  by  thefe  and  the  like  UcffeJ"-] 
words  of  ^race  from  the  Lord. 

SeG<»flf> 
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!l^con(ily.  By  ah  eternal  Spirit  of  Hfe,  which  (as 
k|  Chrill  the  head)  comes  into  every  memberi  and 
tn  them,  and  Ihall  be  in  them,  never  fdrfaking 
1^3  though  it  be  grieved  a  thoufand  times  in  a  day 
them  :  this  Spirit  fets  oh  the  covenant,  attd  gives 
lirft  fruits  of  glory,  &c.  Ifaiah  lix.  21.  "  This  . 
□iy  covenant,  my  Spirit  Ihall  never  depart,'*  &c. 
phus  Chrift  apprehends  his ;  herein  4iflfering  from 
im,  he  was  next  to  God,  and  was  apprehended  by 
;Ji  B'it,  1.  It  was  by  a  covenant  of  works.— ^ 
j&s  a  firft  caufe  upholding  and  preferving,  and  go- 
Ring  the  fecond;  but  this  Spirit  which  Ihould  never 
'ake,  this  he  had  not ;  now  when  by  faith  we  are 
led  unto  Chrift,  Chrift  apprehends  us  with  both 
Re  arms.  Now,  you  may  fee  what  it  Is  not  to  be 
ffchended  by  Chrift. 

l€^on  I.  Becaufe  they  were  never  givett  onto 
rift  in  vocation  by  the  Father's  drawing,  John  vi.  65* 
|i  Chrift  takes  hold  on  none  but  them,  they  are 
irehended  for  the  Giver's  fake,  though  they  be 
rthlefs  ill  themfelves  :  All  lawful  marriage  is  by 
cms'  confent ;  fo  here. 

Weapon  2.  Becaufe  he  knows  the  vilenefs  of  filch 
jti's  hearts,  lying  in  their  fin,  the  falfenefs,  deceits 
them,  John  ii.  25.  As  we  ufe  to  fay,  Such  a  one  ! 
\^  I  know  him  well  enough. 

fjfe  X.  Of  fad .  reproof  to  thofe  who  nSver  trouble 
tmfelves  with  any  thoughts  whether  Chrift  hatli 
prehcnded  them*;  if  they  have  once  apprehended  . 
iUS  Chriftj  they  ilever  queftion  whether  their  faith 
apprehend  Chrift,  as  that  Chrift  apprehends  i^— *  . 
con  fide  r  !  thcfe  virgins  they  did  thus  after  a  fort 
prehend  Chrift  ^U  their  fife,  bi^t  now  they  know 
irift  never  loved  them,'  becaufe  they  never  favingly 
prchended  him.  I  remember,  Ifais^h  iv.  1.  **  Seven 
)men  ftiall  tajce  hold  of  one  man,  and  iliall  fay^ 
4  will  be  pallet  by  thy  name,  to  take  ?way  our 
X  a  '  *     reprogpb, 


3^4  ON  THE  PARABLE  OF  THE 

•*  reproach,  but  we  will  cat  our  own  brcad;''ib  mai 
take  hold  upon  Chriff,  Lord  let  us  be  called  ^  ti 
name,  to  take  away  our  reproach;  wheoas  they  a 
for  no  part  nor  portion  in  Ghrill,  but  they  wiB  c 
their  own  bread,  live  upon  their  own  lufls.  It  w 
Chri{l*s  fpeech  to  divers  that  faw  him,  and  folteit 
him,  John  vi.  as  to  his  difciples  alfo,  **  Excqxyi 
eat  my  flefti,  you  have  no  life  in  you."  What  <ltf 
a  man  aim  at  in  eating  ?  Not  only  that  he  may  hai 
bread  in  his  hand,  but  he  examines  what  virtue  it  hid 
His  end  is,  that  it  may  grow  one  with  him,  tad  I 
turned  into  the  fame  flefh  with  him,  and  fo,  that  thfl 
maybe  the  mofl  near  union  that  can  be;  foihoaldi 
Chriftians  ftudy  that,  and  aim  at  that,  that  the  Lii 
may  be  nearly  united  to  them*,  and  grow  one  with  thd 
a  gracious  heart  prays  and  mourns  for  want  of  this. 

O  there  be  many  that  profefs,  what  (hould  ItrooU 
rayfelf  with  this  and  that  grace?  when  I  have  donci( 
I  can  but  look  up  to  Chrift  f  True ;  but  will  yoa  4 
yet  try  whether  you  fo  look  to  Chrift,  as  that  hdocJ 
toward  you?  John  x.  lo.  **  I  know  mine,  aod  li 
"  known  of  mine.**  There  is  a  world  of  falfc  biihi 
the  world,  Jer.  vii.  8.  When  they  cried,  ''  Thctefl 
pie  of  the  Lord,*'  faith  he,  **  Do  you  fwea'r,  lic?"fc 
So  I  may  fay,  Are  you*flothful  in  carriage,  difcofltei 
in  families,  live  in  fecret  adultery,  and  your  eyes » 
thoughts  are  full  of  it  ?  Do  you  break  yourpromifa 
and  covenant  with  God  and  men,  and  forget  the  id 
in  a  land  of  peace,  care  for  little  but  that  your  pl(«^ 
may  fpeed,  and  your  names  may  rife  ?  Anddoj 
cry,  Chriff  Chrill  ?  Go  to  Shiloh,  go  to  the  Palatit 
Bohemia,  and  fee  what  God  hath  done;  ObutI 
better !  O  but  go  to  tbefe  foolifti  virgins,  let  their  (i 
ghofts  affright  thee,  if  tt)^  Lord*s  word  cannot  nu 
thee  fearch  here. 

A  man  drowning,  all  his  care  will  be  for  ah 
to  take  him  ;  fo  would  you,  if  all  were  right;  bat; 
will  not  fo»  '  ' 
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.  Vfc  2.  Of  examination.  Whether  ^ver  the  Lord 
{efus  hath  apprehended  you  ivith  his  deareft  love,  as 
wrell  as  you  have  apprehended  him  ?  2  Cor.  xiii.  5. 
[n  all  covenants  among  men,  whereby  they  are  10 
bind  themfelves  one  to  another,  men  will  m^ke  it 
fare  on  both  fides ;  Chrift  will  make  you  Aire  to  him; 
lo  you  fee  that  he  be  alfo  made  fure,  and  fail  bound 
and  united  to  you. 

Methinks  the  confideration  of  the  example  of  the 
trirgins,  might  awaken  every  one  unto  it ;  for  if  this 
Rra$  the  frame  only  of  fome  rucle,  profane  rout  of 
tarnal  Proteftanls,  profeiSng  Chrift  with  their  lips, 
but  denying  him  in  their  lives,  it  might  be  excufable 
For  us ;  but  when  virgins,  and  fo  many,  and  that  in 
thefe  times  of  Chrift's  coming,  to  fail  here,  this  may 
llrike  a  holy  awfiilnefs  even  in  the  beil ;  and  with 
much  fear  and  trembling  to  fearch  themfelves,  as  ic 
lid  the  difciples  of  Chrift,  when  they  heard  not  njany, 
lut  one  only  fliould  betray  him;  for  there  is  this  union 
Dn  both  parts,  John  x.  14. 

2.  But  though  there  is  caufe  to  fearch,  I  confefs  it 
IS  very  hard  to  find  out  this  blcffed  tove-kpot,.  the 
mipn  between  Chrift  and  the  foul  being  fo  myftical, 
md  fecret,  and  fpiritual  a  in©rk,  efpecially  in*  this  life ; 
therein  the  Lord  Jefus  arifeth  in  the  fouls  of  his  people, 
not  in  his  perfeft  fulnefs,  but  only  as  the,day-ftar,  at 
firbich  time  there  is  much  darknefs  before  the  riling 
fun;  and  hence  the  apoftle,  Gal.  iv.  9.  **  You  have 
uiown  God,  or  rather  are  known  of  him,"  8cc. 

3.  But  yet  it  may  be  known  ;  the  many  Examples 
I  might  allcdge,  might  prove  it,  and  the  promile  of 
Chrift  to  his  difciples  doth  evince  it,  John  xiv-  20. 
They  were  weak  for  a  time,  and  Chrift  forfook  them, 
ind  left  them  very,  forrowful  for  a  time,  but  faiih  he, 
*-I  will  come  to  you  again  ;'*  yea,  and  they  might 
be  never  a  whit  the  wifer  for  that;  nay,  faith  he,. 
"  At  that  day  you  fhall  know  I  am  in  you,  ancj  you 
10  me  t"  as  a  child  cannot  tell  how  hi$  foul  comes 
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into  it,  nor  k  may  be,  when,  but  afterwards  k  fen 
and  feels  that  life  :  So  that  he  were  as  bad  asibesS, 
that  ftiould  deny  an  immortal  foul ;  and  it  isan  aitide 
of  our  faith ;  fo  here,  &c. 

4.  And  truly  when  it  is  known,  it  is  exceeding 
tifefiil,  if  a  man  was  nevec  apprehended  by  Chrifi, 
that  BOW  befofre  he  be  cafrout  of  fight,  and  rtichcl 
Chrill,  he  may  (if  poffible)  get  the  Lord  10  appre- 
hend him  ;  and  if  he  hath  been  apprehended,  he  maj 
be  fupported  in  f^d  combats,  and  comforted  agaiaS 
all  fears  of  apollacy  from  the  Lord,  but  may  know  h 
ftands  as  faft  as  Mount  Sion,  that  never  can  be  removed; 
for  times  of  fpiritual  aflaitks  are  to  deftroy  faith,  P&l 
xxii.  8-  "  He  trufted  in  God,  let  him  deliver  him:"  ad 
therefore  you  had  need  make  fure  of  this ;  lime  msi 
come,  that  tofenfe  and  feeling^  hope  and  heart  may  Mj 
what  fupports  now  ?  yet  Chrilt  doth  not,  Cbrifl  willw^ 
Chrift  cannot. 

^eft.  How  may  this  apprehending  loveonChriSl 
part  be  known  ? 

Anf.  In  thefe  five  degrees  of  it,  it  manifefts  itB^ 
for  it  19  unknown  in  itfelf ;  but  in  the  manifeilatici 
of  it,  there  it  is  feen  of  us. 

^'  I.  Degree,  wheu  the  love  of  Chrift  apprehcwlsliii 
foul  efieftually^  it  overcomes  the  foul  by  fcnfcof  Icrt 
and  thereby  draws  the  foul  from  the  ftrong  holds  al 
bondage  of  fin  to  Chrift;  where-ever  there  isexceeifal 
dear  love  of  the  one  unto  the  other,  it  is  of  an  ovff- 
coming  nature ;  and  though  Chrift  doth  threaten,  ^ 
terrify  his  people  fometimes,  yet  the  end  is  love;  tli* 
love  of  Chrift  has  a  winning,  ovetcoming  virtue;  txi 
he  overcomes  by  love  ;  and  where  he  fets  his  bcarttf 
any,  he  will  fooner  or  later  overcome  by  love  (if  he  ca£| 
the  hearts  of  his,  to  forfake  all  other  lovers,  and  c\ti^ 
unto  him  :  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  •*  I  have  loved  thee  within 
«verlafting  love:'*  what  follows?  Hence,  •*Ika^'i 
drawn  thee:**  How?  *' By  loving-kindneft, — ^Cam.i'* 
^*  Dravir  Tiic,and  I  will  follow  thee  :•*  This  is  the  ^. 

■   ■'  ■ '■  *   :  4 
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^f  all  thofe  whom  the  Lord  effk^ufeth  to  himfelf ;  and 
it  is  i»  if  they  Ihould  fay,  I  have  neither  ftrength  noT 
heart  to  come  nor  follow  ;  my  iuiquiiiea  clog  me,  and 
m^  fears  difcourage  me,  Sec.  but  yet  Lord  ^raw  me. 

Let  a  man  believe  in  Chrift,  and  accept  tlie  offer  of 
Chrift  when  he  can  ;  but  he  can  never  do  it,  until  his 
heart,  averfe  to  Chriil,  and  unbelieving,  be  drawn  to 
the  Lord  Jefus  ;  and  that  not  violently  only  by  terror, 
but  by  ftronger  cords,  even  the  cords  of  love,  which 
perfuades  mightily  the  foul  unwilling  to  become  willing, 
the  Lord  revealing  the  glorious  grace  and  righteoufnefs 
of  Jefos  Chrift,  and  all  the  benefits  of  him,  and  therc^ 
fcrc  he  offers  this  to  it,  and  requires  nothing  but  faith 
to  receive  it ;  this  which  ftirs  not  the  heart  of  another, 
overcomes  the  hearts  of  the  Lbrd*s  own,  even  with 
an  holy  admiration  at  this  grace !  What,  Lord,  am  I ! 
fo  vile  I  am,  and  filthy  and  helliih,  after  fo  long  abufing 
God  find  grace,  now  to  reveal  and  offer,  on  fuch  terms> 
Chrift  and  grace  to  me  !  O  Lord,  I  am  fwall©wed  up 
with  this  kindnefs!  How  canft  thou  think  fuch  thou^btb 
of  love!  yet  I  fee  it.  Rom.  i.  17.  **  The  gofpel  is 
the  power  of  God  to  falvation  ;  for  therein  is  righte* 
oufnefs  revealed  from  faith  to  faith.*'  And  mark,  it 
is  fuch  a  drawing  of  love,  as  pulls  the  foul  from  all 
the  ftrong  holds  of  fin,  to  Chriil;  for  that  which  the 
prophet  complains  of  people  in  his  time,  is  true  of  ours, 
^jer.  viii.  5.  **  They  tookfaft  hold  of  deceit,  and  refufcd  , 
to  return;*"  they  hold  it  as  their  life,  and  it, holds 
them  as  faft  as  fpiritual  bonds  of  death ;  either  the 
pleafuro  of  fin  holds  them,  or  the  power  of  unbelief 
in  refufing  grace,  attended  with  finkings  and'fadnefa 
of  heart,  or  obje£ting  againtt  grace  through  pride  of 
heart,  when  the  Locd  comes  to  apprehend  it ;  here- 
upon the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  uno  &f  eodem  affu  6?  iShi^ 
in  drawing  the  Ibul  to  himfelf,  ..draws  it  from  the  cap- 
tivity of  fin  ;  thus,  Afts  xXvi.  18.  "  From  darknefs 
to  light."  1  Thef.  i.  9.  and  the  fotil  faith  as  they, 
^r.  iii.  23,  24,  &c.     The   Lord  JefuS  doih  »ot  fo 
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4raw  it  to  himfelf,  as  that  -at  the  facie  time  it  abidds 
in  fin ;  nor  lo  from  fio,  as  that  it  abides  without  Chriil; 
|?ut  unoj  &c. 

For  I  obfervc  a  double  error   in  men^s  drawing 
to  Ghrilh 

Firft,  Either  they  come  only  from  roifcry  (I  faj, 
only)  and  fo  are  rather  driven  than  drawn  to  Chriil; 
they  rather  come  tbemleivts  on  the  legs  of  their  felf. 
love,  than  on  the  feet  of  faith.  Now  when  Chriil 
doth  cfFcdually  draw,  he  doth  it  by  lovejO  this  meets, 
this  draws,  this  breaks,  this  overcomes  ;  and  now,  as 
we  fay  in  war,  it  is  better  to  reconcile  an  enemy,  than 
to  conquer  him  by  force  ;  becaufe  the  one  overco.-nes  * 
his  power  only,  but  the  other  overcomes,  his  will  r  fo 
Chriil  could  crufti  (and  he  doth  bruife  his  people's  fouls 
uyith  miferi^s,  they  wquld  never  elfe  be  fuitably  afieded 
with  the  bruifes  of  their  fouls)  but  this  makes  way  for 
love  ;  he  overcomes  the  will  by  love. 
.  Secondly,  Or  elfe  if  love  doth  meet,.affea,  and 
cjraw  them,  yet  it  doth  not  overcome  them,  or  draw 
them  from  the  hold  of  fin,  but  as  ivy  clafps.  about 
the  tree  with  a  root  of  its  own.  I  have  known  fomc 
that  have  been  melted,  affedled  with  the  patience  and 
goo4nqfs  of  God  towards  them ;  that  have  been  almoft 
perfuaded,  and  yet  have  turned  almoft  devils  afterward; 
the  reafort  hath  been,  becaufe  they  were  never  quite 
tjiken  oSih^ir  own  bottoms.  Now  a  foul  whom  Chriit 
draws,  the  Lord  in  drawing  him  to  himfelf,  pulls  him 
from  his  fin,  fo  that  \e  is  weary  of  it ;  the  fight  of 
Chrift's  grace,  O  this  draws  inecd!  that  now  npt  only 
it  dare  not,  will  nor,bpt  cannot  live  in  fin.  Rom.  vi.  2. 
Tit.'ii.  II,  M.  **  Grace  appears  to  all;  but  it  teachcth 
us  (faith  the  upollle)  to  deny  ungodlinefs:'*  Ungodli- 
j;efs  will  be  fuing  and  fee'king  for  love,  but  they  deny  ii; 
the  foul  thus  comes  not  untoChrift,  without  feeling  of 
ftn  in  it,  but  that  the  JUord  would  take  away  all  iniquity 
from  it,  Jer.  iii.'^ai.  And  becaufe  it  fears  there,  may 
i^e  fpme  tccr?t  evil ;  its  care  therefore  is,  that  the  Lord 
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^puld  ftnke  the  root  of  alU  a»d  make  it  more  bitter 
than  death,  to  its.  grave-  The  greatell  evil  of  all  is  fin;: 
it  is  greater  than  death,  grave,  hell ;  hence  Chrift's 
greateft  love  is  redeeming  firft  from  fin;  and  as  if  there 
bad  never  been  fin,  grave  nor  death  Ihould  never  hold; 
fo  when  he  breaks  the  power  of  fin,  iljb  power  of  fatan, 
the  world,  or  death,  fliall  hold  thee  khm  Chrift  ;  and 
it  is  never  overcome  by  love  till  now.  Let  a  man  be 
in  never  fuch  fears  and  troubles  ot  mind,  and  finkinga 
of  heart,  and  foon  after  he  pretends  to  great  joys,  and 
^jDTurance,  but  fin  is  not  overcome ;  though  it  be  fnib- 
bed  and  hid,  yet  it  will  overcome  you  at  lall,  and  would 
pull  thee  down  from  heaven,  if  ever  thou  wert  there ; 
as  if  one  that  makes  fuit  to. another,  and  flie  is  forced 
to  give  confcnt,  but  fhe  hath  her  heart  lull  to  another 
lover,  he  will  never  have  her ;  not  that  the  faints  are 
really  free  from  all  fins  and  weakneflc^,  but  they  arc 
free  from  peace  wiih  fin,  though  not  free  from  war 
With  fin  till  death  ;  as  when  two  lovers  are  fallen  out^ 
it  is  enough  if  the  league  be  broken. 

2.  Degree.  The  apprehending  love  of  Chrift;  it 
fatiates,  fills  and  feeds  the  foul  with  the  fweetnefs  of 
itfelf,  now  the  foul  being  come  to  Chrift,  and  feeing 
the  heigbth  and.depth  of  the  love  and  pity  of  Chrift. 
Pfalm  Ixv.  2,3,4.  /*  Blefled  is  the  man  whom  thoii 
choofert,  he  fliall  be  fatisfied."  The  ftony  grounij 
received  the  word  with  joy,  was  alFefted  with. the 
grace  of  Chrift  ;  as  one  that  ftands  by  where  frocUs 
are  (but  fmells  do  not  feed)  for  they  may  tafte,  but 
tailes  do  not  feed  nor  fatisfy)  fo  it  is  here.  You 
know  we  feed  on  meat,  that  we  may  be  ftrengthened 
thereby,  and  it  may  be  tprned  to  nourifliment,  an4 
good  blood  and  ftefli ;  and  be  made  one  with  us  ;  {q 
.Chrift  gives  himfelf  to  be  fpiritually  eaten  by  faith,. 
but  of  an  earneft  defire,  that  he  may  have  a  near  union 
to  him,  and  he  to  us.  Now,  the  main  end  of  eating, 
^  ffttisfying;  and  if  a  man  be  fati^ted  with  it,  though 
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be  think  ft  ^xrill  tiever  prove  isoarifliBieiit,  yet  it  dotki 
fo,  where  life  is,  &c.  John  vi.  56.  **  He  dwells  m  «, 
mtd  I  in  hhn,*' 

If  a  man  taRes  not  a  greater  good  in  Chrifi,  tina 
in  his  IttRs,  he  wtU  fall  to  them  again  from  Chrift; 
but  if  he  feeds  on  Chrift,  and  Is  fattate  with  him,  !»• 
Ter  can  he  hurig^r  again ;  otherwife  the  foul  will  lay, 
It  was  better  witlbme  once,  than  now  it  is ;  SolotDOo, 
though  he  tafted  all  good  of  the  creatures,  after  he 
Itnew  God,  and  Goo  had  appeared  twice  to  him,  yet 
he  felt  them  fiall  fliort  of  what  he  once  found,  tiid^ 
at  laft  he  remembered  his  reft.  When  Abraham  gsve 
his  children  gifts,  he  did  not  lay  hold  on.  them  with  ' 
fpecial  love,  but  toliim  to  whom  he  gave  his  inheri- 
tance and  portion,  this  is  fpecial  love  ;  and  whea  is 
thatlcnown?  viz.  when  the  foul  is  fully  fatiated  with  it, 
Pfalm  xvi.  2,  3, 4.  And  hence  the  prodigal  be  Ai 
not  know  he  fhould  be  received ;  but  when  be  canie, 
^*  Make  me  a  fervant,  if  not  a  fon,  faith  he ;  and  kii 
father  hung  about  his  neck,"  Sec.  fo  here.  Exodos 
vi.  3.     God  hath  two  ways  to  fatisfy  his  people. 

1.  By 'fulfilling  his  promifes. 

2.  By  manifelting  himfelf,  and  that  to  their  fatisfy- 
ing,  as  fufficient  to  do  all  that  he  hath  promtfed. 

O  confider  of  this,  you  that  have  fecn  mercy,  but  it 
hath  not  {atiated  you,  nor  doth  yet!  but  yoo  have  other 
bread  to  feed  on ;  the  Lord  never  took  hold  on  yoo. 

3.  Degree.  This  apprehending  love  of  drift, 
having  thus  fatiated  the  fouU  it  conftrains  the  fool  to  { 
live  and  aft  for  Chrift.  Now^  what  (hall  I  do  for 
the  Lord,  and  the  poor  foui  begins  to  lament  days  paS 
bf  Tolly ;  and  fecretly  defires  of  the  Lord,  it  might 
rather  not  live,  than  not  lire  to  him ;  and  though, 
happily,  it  often  fcrves  fin  and  felf,  yet  the  foul  ac- 
tounts  that  life  death,  and  fo  laments  it  before  the 
Lord,.  2  Cor.  v.  15, 16.  **  That  they  that  live,  might 
live  to  htm.  John  vi.  57.  He  that  believeth  in  m«i 
ihall  live  by  me;''  /.  e.  both  by  me,  and  for  me;  and 
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Chrift  a^ppnelnetidis  the  foul  faft  tiow ;  for  Chrift  thttt 
rather  lofe  his  life,  than  \ok  this  foul.  Look  as  it  t» 
with  a  graft,  put  the  fcicnce  clofe  by  the  ftock,  tie  rt 
fall,  if  there  it  withers,  and  rather  lofeth  life  than  getb  it> 
We  fay,  furely  it  is  not  put  in  right ;  for  if  it  were, 
the  living  ftbck  would  convey  fap  and  nourifhment 
to  it.  So  it  is  here ;  fortie  herbs  are  very  precious; 
but  what  uf6  do  you  make  of  Chrift?  What  life  do  yott 
fetch  from  Chrift  ?  The  leaft  joint  in  a  man's  finger 
united  to  the  foul,  hath  life  of  it ;  but  figneis  though 
near  to  the  finger,  yet  they  have  no  life,  and"  henc6 
no  union,  and  hence  no  members ^.  fo  the  faints  hav6 
life,  though  weak;  but  unregenerate  men  (as  fignets) 
may  be  near  life,  and  near  the  true  members  of  Chrift, 
that  be  quickened,  but  receive  no  life. 

Gluttons  will  feed,  that  they  may  gotofleeping; 
others,  that  they  may  fall  a- working;  fo,  many  take 
Chrift,  and  get  fome  peace,  arid  then  turn  grace  in* 
to  wantonnefs,  and  fo  fleep  in  their  floth ;  but  a  gra- 
cious heart,  all  his  prayers  and  feeding,  is,  that  h6 
might  have  flrength  and  heart  to  live  and  work  for 
Chrift:  Hath  the  Lord  pitied,  pardoned?  How,  Lord^ 
fliall  I  now  live  in  ray  calling  ?  Now  his  friends  are 
by  him  pitied  ;  now  he  is  fruitful,  and  mourns,  wheii 
others  be  not  fo. 

4.  Degree.  This  apprehending  love  of  Chrift  ha- 
ving thus  conftrained  the  foul,  it  ever  follows  it, 
*'  and  dwells  in  it,*'  John  xiv.  17.  For  after  Chrift 
hath  apprehended  the  foul,  fo  as  that  the  foul  thinks 
it  fliall  never  be  as  it  hath  been  before ;  yiijt,  O  the 
lamentable  decays  and  loffes  that  it  feels  1  it  lofeth 
favour  and  life  too  afterward,  and  lives  againft  Chrift 
fometimes  (a  thing  never  to  be  lamented  enough)  but 
i^ark,  if  Chrift  hath  apprehended,  he  will  not  forfake 
the  foul,  though  it  hath  forfaken  him ;  and  henCe 
the  Lord  by  his  conftant  aflrftance  of  the  Spirit,  re. 
covets  it  again,  brings  it  back  agaih,  and  that  after 
gueftionings  fometimes,  if  ever  there  was  grace  indeed 
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in  it ;  if  not,  yet  O  that  it  fliould  thus  ibrfake  die 
Lord !  nay,  the  Lord  fometime  prevenling  before  it 
was  feeking. 

Judas  falls,  the  Lord  never  looks  after  him  ;  Peter 
falls,  Chriil  looks  after  him,  and  recovers  him ;  all 
the  difciples  denied  Chrlfl:,  and  fled  after  promife  never 
to  do  fo  ;  yet,  faith  he,  Mark  xiv.  28,  29,  30.  **  1  will 
go  before  you  to  Galilee  ;'*  my  Spirit  is  in  you,  and 
ihall  be  in  you,  though  you  grieve  it,  and  fad  it. — 
'Adam  falls,  and  one  fin  cut  him  from  God^s  hold  of 
him;  hence  he  dafhefh  quite  to  pieces;  but  now  Cbrift 
upholding  on  other  terms,  hence,  though  his  people 
forfake  him,  yet  he  holds  them  ftill  fad  and  fure,  and 
keeps  them  from  breaking  utterly  to  pieces ;  nay,  if 
they  be  as  water  fpilt  on  the  ground,  he  will  gather 
thera  up  again ;  he  deals  not  fo  wixh  others,  John  vi.  66. 
^any  forl'ake  him,  being  never  given  indeed  to  him, 
he  lets  them  go ;  but  Chrift  fays  to  his  difciples, 
**  Will  you  go  ?"'  So  if  a  man  hath  a  ftranger  in  his 
houfe,  he  will  let  him  go,  and  not  enquire  after  him; 
.  as  he  came  to  him  but  for  a  time  :  but  if  he  hath  a 
ion,  and  he  is  gone,  he  will  find  him  out ;  and  there 
he  wonders  at  a  father's  love,  to  fee  hisfpirit;  fo  here: 
and  hence  come  the  faints  to  wonder  at  the  Lord  fo 
much,  "  What,  is  not  the  Lord  yet  gone  ?" 

I  fpe^  this  partly  to  terrify  thofe  that  go,  and  never 
return  again,  and  to  anfwer  objeflions  of  faints;  the 
Lord  hath  hid  himfelf  from  me,  and  I  have  forfaken 
him ;  yet  mark,  he  will  bring .  thee  back  again  to 
himfelf  lamenting,  &c. 

5.  Degree.  This  apprehending  love  of  Ghrift,  it 
now  witneffeth  love  to  the  foul  raoft  clearly  and  fully; 
the  queftion  is,  doth  Chrift  apprehend  any  but  thofe, 
to  whom  be  witneffeth  love  ?  No,  for  he  doth  witnefs 
to  all  in  feme  meafure ;  but  here  domes  the  clear  ma- 
nifeftation  of  it ;  jwhen  I  was  dead  he  quickened  me, 
and  fince  that  I  have  loft  the  Lord,  and  he  me,  yet 
he  hath  found  me  out ;  and  hence  now  th^  foul  con- 
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eludes,  the  Lord  loves  it.  Gal.  ii.  20.  "  Who  loved  me; 
and  gave  bimfelf  for  me."  Pfal.  xxiii.  3. 6.  "  The  Lord 
reftoreih  my  foul.— Surely  mercy  ihall  follow  me." 
Now,  try  if  the  Lord  never  dealt  thus  with  thee.  ' 
Ufe  3..  As  this  may  ferve  to  difcourage  or  terrify 
thofe  that  never  did,  fa  it  may  encourage "  thofe  td 
prcferve  their  faith  who  fo  apprehend  Chrift,  as  that 
they  are  apprehended  of  him ;  if  a  woman  was  never 
married, to  fuch  a  man,  for  her  to  call  hira,  or  fpeak 
to  him,  or  think  of  him  to^  b«  her  hulband,  it  is  prc^ 
furaption ;  but  when  he  hath  given  himfelf  to  her, 
then  let  her  own  her  privilege,  and  maintain  her  claim 
againft  all  law,  and  wranglers,  and  preferve  her  itite- 
reft;  fo  thofe  that  never  were  given  to  Chrift,  let 
them  know  their  faith  is  but  fmoke  and  vanity  ;  but 
let  Job  fay,  *'  Though  he  flay  me,  yet  I  will  truft  ia 
him.''  David,  Pfalm  xlii.  3.  had  that  temptation, 
•*  Where  is  ijow.thy  God  V^  That  bis  tears  were  hia 
ineat  and  drink ;  and  was  much  Ihaken,  and  caft  dowa 
i>yit;  but.  what,  doth  he  lie  flill?  No,  he  Hits  up 
himfelf,  and  chides  himfelf,  *  Why  art  thou  caft  down  ?• 
Ver.  5. 1  r.  "  He  is  my  God.''  i  Tim.. vi.  12.  "  Fight 
the.  good  fight  of  faith,  and  lay  hold  of  eternal  life, 
whereunto  thlJu  art  called." 

It  is  very  ufffafe  for  any  Chriftian.to  lay  by  faith, 
and  caft  off  the  exercife  of  it,  becaufe  it  is  Ghrill's 
apprehending  of  us  which  doth  preferve  us ;  true, 
but  it  is  by  faith,  which  may  not  at  all  times  be  feen, 
as  neither  the  other  can;  and  therefore  take  heed  you 
make  not  this  ufe  of  doftrine  here,  becaufe  matiy  may 
apprehend  Chrift,  whom  Chrift  never  apprehended ; 
therefore  what  have  I  to  do  to  dpfe  with  Chrift? 
.  To  be  kept  from  putting  out  faith  either  in  your 
judgment  and  pradice,  or  praftice  only  ?  I  would 
but  only  aflc  of  fuch  thefe  queftions  : 
*  Firft,  If  we  were  only  to  look  to  Chrift's  apprehend- 
ing us  without  the  other,,  why  cjqth  the  apoftle  put 
fuch  a  weight  on  faith,  as  that  all  tho  benefits  of  Chrift 

are 
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tre  comnimiicatecl  by  it  ?  Heb.  iii,  14.  "  We  partalce 
pf  Ghrift,  if  we  hold  the  beginning  of  our  confidence 
ftedfaft.'*  And  Hdb.  x.  38.  Th?  juft  lives  by  it,  not 
from  it. 

Secondly,  If  fo,  why  doth  fatan  fo  much  ftrike  at 
faith  ?  When  Peter  fell,  what  did  he  ftrike  at ;  what 
did  he  winnow  him.  for  ?  To  (hake  out  his  faith,.  And 
hence  Ghrift  prays  that  it  fail  not.  When  fatan  come$ 
to  Ghrift,  the  firft  thing  which  made  way  for  all  his 
temptationi,  was,  **  If,  thou  be  the  Son/'  &c.  Our 
blcffed  fellow  (hip  with  Ghrift,  he  fees,  con  fills  of  two 
things;  faith  on  our  part,  and  the  Spirit  on  Gbrift*s; 
suul  fatan  ftrikcs  at  the  weakeft  firft. 

Thirdly,  If  fo,  why  doth  the  Lord  Jefus  fo  care* 
fully  feck  to  prcfcrve  it?  Both  mediately  by  all  means 
and  miniftries,  words,  facrament?,  which  are  to  feed 
faith;  ^nd  hence  Paul,  i  Thef.  tii.  2.  *<  To  cftablifli 
you  in  faith,"  And,  ver.^.  he  hence  rejoiced;  and, 
ver,  10.  **  We  would  be  yours,  to  perfeft  your  faith.'* 
And  alfo  immediately  ;  Peter  falls,  Ghrilt  prays  that 
hi3  faith  fail  not,  his  grace  ftiould  not;  and, :?  Pet.  i,  2,3. 
**  Preferved  by  faith  to  falvation," 

OhjeSl.  But  I  cannot  believe  ? 

Anf^  Before  faith  you  cannot ;  and»after  you  do 
believe,  the*  afts  of  f^ith,  and  lively  working  of  faith, 
jiiajr  be  many  times  in  dcfcrtions  of  the  foul  from  God^ 
or  God  from  the  foul,  hindered ;  and  when  he  harh 
tbofe  lively  workings  of  it,  it  is  from  the  power  of 
Ghrift,  that  it  is  afted,  as  well  as  preferved  ;  but  yet 
if  Ghrift  hath  once  given  power  to  believe,  he  maintains 
it  conftantly,  and  increafeth  it ;  and  therefore  you  have 
no  caufe  to  plead,  I  cannot ;  fp  that  you  cannot  fin, 
wd  live  in  it,  efp^cially  in  unt>elicf,  and  lie  there, 
you  cannot  drjivv  back  tp  perdition,  but  believe  to 
the  falvation  of  your  fouls;  **  The  juft  lives  by  faith.*' 
We  fay  we  muft  live  ;  faith  will  be  ftirring  when  no 
other  grace  can  be  fo ;  it  victual?  the  whole  camp, 
reUevea  the  befieg^d ;  and  it  13  moft  ftrong  when  man 
t.  is 
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is  iaofl  weak.  It  is  true,  indeed,  there  luiy  be  niany 
a^s  of  prefumption  for  one  a£t  of  faith ;  take  heed  of 
that ;  that  faith  is  not  preltimption,  which  the  more  it 
ivorks  the  more  humble  it  makes  the  ibul  to  b^,  an4' 
vUp  in  his  own  eyes ;  becaufc  as  faith  ever  fetcbeth. 
of  Ghrift's  fulnefs  to  the  fouU  fo  it  ever  is  attended 
with  fenfe  of  empiinefs  in  the  foul  naturally,  and  then, 
it  is  right. 

XJf^  4*    O  J'cfift  not  the  Lord  Jefus.,  when  he  comcf 
to  arreil  you  by  his  almighty  arm !     In  a  fliipwreck9 
if  a  man  fees  many  drowning  and  perilbing,^  never  % 
Ixaod  to  take  hold  of  them,  when  one  is  reached  out 
to  them,  will  they  re&ft  it  ?  O  no!  I. know  indeed  wheo^ 
the  time  of  love  comes,  there  is  no  powey  of  over- 
coming and  fruftrating  the  grace  of  God,  but  yet  there 
i^  a  power  of  refilling,  which  the  Lord  complains  of 
in  them,  Afts  vii.  and  which  he  makes  bis  pepple  to 
complain  of  with  bitternefs,  when,  his  time  comes.— 
Ifaiah  1.  2;    The  Lord  cries  out  of  his  people,  wbea 
they  had  fold  themfelves  into  the  hand  of  their  enemies., 
^nd  were  apt  to  lay  the  fault  on  the  Lord,  as  men  do. 
Now  the  Lord  gives  me  not  a  heart  to  believe  i  faitK 
he.  Wherefore  when  I  came  was  there  none  to  anfwer^ 
QtjeS*  You  can  never  pardon  fuch  finners,  help  againft 
fuch  fins,  mercy  cannot  reach  us?  "  Is  my  hand  ftiort- 
ened?**    No  fi^ch  matter.     I  do  not  prefs  you  now  to 
apprehend  Chrift,  but  refill  not  the  Lord  when  be  h^tb. 
hiahand  upon  thy  heart  or  confcience  to  apprehend  thee. 
Is  the  Lord  at  work  with  none  of  you  ?    Are  yog  fof- 
faken  of  Chrift  altogether  ?     There  are  m^ny  ways  of 
refilling  Chrift  thus  ;  I  will  only  name  thcfc  two. 

Firft,  When  the  foul  will  not  fuffer  the  Lord  Jefuf 
to  briiife^  or  crofs  its  will,  that  fo  be  may  pre;vail  over 
the.  refiftancy  of  it*  A  ftrong  arm,  a  ttroi^  mail, 
when  his  arm  is  bruifed,  or  broken,  or  wounded^ 
takes  away  the  a&  of  refiftance ;  as  taking  %y{9j  the 
very  life  bom  it,  takes  away  the  very,  power  of  reftft- 
ance  j  fo.  Qtrift  would  unite  himlclf  to  the  fauU  ther« 

can 
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caa  be  no  conflant  union  where  there  is  conftant  reSS- 

ance,     Chrill  comes  to  take  away  that;  hence  briafcs 

and  wounds  the  foul ;  outwardly  fometime  la  oatne^ 

eftate ;  inwardly  in  confcience,  in  heart.    Nowhere 

is  men's  folly,  that  they  will  not  be  humbled,  whca 

fhey  hear  of  their  eftate  in  the  word;  they  will  not 

believe  it  is  fo,   though  they  Jland  all  the  while  cob- 

vin®ed  therein,  as  if  they  h^d  been  named ;  nay,  ttejr 

will  not  think  of  it ;  if  it  begins  to  trouble  them,  or  if 

they  do  begin,   they  think  it  is  the  temptation  of  the 

devil :  and  if  their  ellates  or  nanies  begin  to  die,  ifey 

will  not  be  poor  nor  defpifcd ;  they  had  rather  die 

than  live  in  vexing  and  fretting  rather  than  jricW; 

they  will  have  God's  will  bowed  to  theirs,  not  theirs 

to  the  L6rd,  nor  yield  themfelves  captives  to  his  mercy, 

let  him  do  with  them  what  he  will,   who  owes  them 

nothing.     Thus  it  was  with  Ephraim,   Capemauia 

heard,  admired,  embraced  Ghrift,  hut  yet  repented  not; 

that  was  to  live  in  the  fmoke  and  fire  ;  "  Wo  to  you, 

faith  he,  for  it."     Jer.  vi.  7,  8.  "  Be  inftroaed.'*  He 

faith  not,  Inft'ruft  thyfelf,  but,   "  Be  inftmacd,"  be 

convinced,  be  humbled  for  thy  fin,*  Left  ray  foul  depan;' 

'  I  am  with  thee  yet  to  pardon  it,  yet  to  take  it  avyaf. 

Secondly,  When  they  will  not  be  gathered  to  Chrift, 
nor  come  to  him,  nor  receive  his  love  when  it  comes 
to  them,  but  put  it  far  from  them  as  much  as  in  then 
lies.  The  difciples  told  Thoniias,  Ghrift  was  rifeu, 
but  he  would  not  believe  unlefs  he  faw  him ;  nay, 
unlefs  he  felt ;  nay,  unlefs  he  felt  his  very  wounds: 
Ghrift  pities,  and  bears  with  the  weaknefs  of  faith ; 
"  But  (faith  -he)  be  no  more  faithlefs,  but  faithful." 
And  hence  faith,  **  Blcffed  are  they  which  have  not 
feen,  and  yet  believed.*'  This  Ghrift  complains  of 
in  the  Jews,  *•  He  Would  have  gathered  them,  and 
they  would  not  !'• 

Now  here  refiftance  is  made  two  ways. 
!•  By  tlie  wBl;  when  the  foul  fees  the  offer  of  lore 
fair  and  full,  but  wiU  ndt  be  drawn  to  clofe  with  it, 
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becaufc  it  knowS  whither  to  go^  and  live^  fiind  be  yet 
urell  cnqugh  without  it.  John  vi.  68.  **  Whither 
fcall  I  go  ?'*  It  hath  fome  other  lovers  to  give  it 
kontent ;  but  lofs  of  Chrill's  loVe  is  tiot  fot  the  pre- 
fcnt  fo  bitter  "ks  death  to  him  ;  becaufe  having  of  it< 
15  not  life  to  him,  becaufe  foraething  elfe  is  his  life^ 
this  is  enmity  of  heart,  and  indeed  the  root  is  worfb 
[ifworfc  may  be)  you  can  find  fome  pillow  to  eafd 
(^ou,  when  you  rcfufe  Chrift's  love  to  help  you; 

2.  By  the  mind;  the  foul  knows  not  whither  to  go^ 
and  yet  the  mind  doth  not,  nor  will  meditate  with 
Sxed  meditations  on  the  grace  of  Ghrift ;  but  pores 
apon  its  fins,  and  unbelief,  and  fears  and  obje^s  ftrong- 
ly  and  continually  againfl  the  Lord.  Ifa.  xl.  27,  28^ 
'*  Haft  not  feen,"  &c.  Beloved,  it  is  with  the  mind 
w  it  is  with  burning- glaffes,  hold  them  to  the  fun,  and 
t^ou  gather  and  unite  the  beams,  that  they  burn ;  fd 
'he  foul  by  mufing  on  ChfilVs  love; 

ObjeSl,  Many  fay,  1  cannot  bHieve,  though  1  fed 
I  command  for  it,  and  God  will  not  help  roe. 

Anf.  The  fault  is  not  here,  but  in  this,  you  will 
aot  ufe  this  means  in  mufing  on  the  gracious  freenefs^ 
riches  and  need' of  his  love,  Pfalm  Ixiii.  6,  7.  but  oii 
the  earth. 

X.  ObjeSt.  You  will  fay,  I  cannot  but  refift^ 

Anf.  Yet  I  pray  give  us  leave  to  exhort  you  to  be* 
ieve  ;  give  Peter  leave  to  perfuade,  Afts  iii.  9.  "  Re- 
f>ent  and  be  converted.".  The  Lord  requires'  that  only  j 
t  may  be  the  Lord  may  go  away  from  thy  foul,  and 
ake  his  leave  of  thee  for  ever ;  and  if  you  did  know, 
?ou  would  not  crucify  rior  refiftthe  Lord  of  glory;  fo^ 
fevould  you  confidcr,  you  would  know. 

2.  Object.  I  find  my  heart  much  afFefted  and  dfawii, 
^t  then  1  am  afraid  of  prefuming ;  how  Ihall  I  knov^T 
"^hen  I  may  clofe  with  the  Lord  ? 

Anf.  I.  When  the  merchant  hath  fold  all,  let  him 
ake  the  pearly  and  enrich  hirafcif  with  itj  the  devil 
J^ay  grudge  thee  it,  but  the  Lord  doth  not,  will  not. 
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2.  When  the  Lord  comes  to  draw  indeed,  you  caa- 
not  but  accept ;  your  need  will  be  fo  great,  the  afer 
fo  fair,  love  fo  abundant,  and,  like  the  hohey-comb, 
dropping  into^  thy  heart  before  thou  fuckeft  it,  and 
Chrilt  fo  dear,  that  thou  canft  not  tread  upon  him 
whom  God  hath  fmitten  for  thee."  John  xx.  15, — 17. 
Mary  ftands  weeping;  at  lafl  Chrift  appears:  "  Wcffia*, 
why  wecped  thou?  Whom  fcekeft  thou  f"  She  knew 
him  not;  hence  her  heart  ftirs  not:  but  at  laft  he  calls 
her  by  name,  and  then  (he  knew  him,  and  faw  him 
prefent;  "  Rabboni,"  faith  flie;  and  now  had  fhe  the 
bt:{l  apprehenfion:  yea,  Ihe  cannot  but  embrace  hirai 
*'  O  touch  me  not  as  yet,"  faith  he,  &c. 

Uff  5.  Of  exhortation.  To  labour  that  the  Lord 
Jefus  may  apprehend  you  :  I  know  it  is  nothing  but 
his  mercy  can  move  him  to  it,  even  to  take  away  that 
refiflance  of  your  hearts  ;  but  yet  hear  his  voice,  as 
well  as  know  his  power,  and  harden  not  your  hearts 
while  it  is  called  t(|iiday,  in  the  ufe  of  means  for  this 
end,  Pfalpi  Ixi.  7. 

Ufe  6.  Of  thankfulnefs  to  the  faints  who  are  ap- 
p/ehended  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  you  know  him,  and  he 
knows  you;  you  come  to  him,  and  he  takes  you; 
you  give  up  yourfelves  to  him,  and  he  gives  himfclf 
to  you  ;  you  make  him  your  God  and  head,  and  be 
makes  you  his  people  and  members,  &c. 

Obferv.   5.    Thnt   the  Lord  Jefus  at  his  coming  lo 
death  or  judgment,   will  make   a  perfect  feparaiioa  " 
between  the  wife  and  foolifli  virgins. 

For  the  virgins  were  all  one  together  till  Chriil 
comes ;    and  now  the  one  fort  is  received  to  Chrift, 
the  other  feparated  from  Chrili ;  nay,  not   fo  much 
as  know  ChriO.     There  are  not,  have  not  been  any 
churches  in-  this  life,  but  there  will  be  wife  and  fboliib  , 
virgins;  the  tares  and  wheat  grow  up  together;  noti 
virgins  and   harlots,   not  openly   profane,   it  may  be, 
or  wicked  and  godly  ;  no,  but  when  all  are  virgins  ia  I 
outward  profcffion,  and  converfation,  yet  then  foafi 
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Mirill  be  wife  and  fonic  foolifli  in  the  fight  of  Chrill, 
(though  not  in  the  fight  of' man)  and  between  thefe 
the  Lord  Jefus  will  make  a  feparation  at  his  coming. 
Mat.  XXV.  31.  He  fliall  fet  Iheep  and  goats  at  his  right 
and  left  hand.  Mat.  iii.  12.''  He  fhall  throughly  purge 
^is  floor,  and  fepacate  chaff  and  wheat.'*  2  Thef.  i.  9. 
**  Punilhed  with  eternal  deftruflion  from  the  prefence 
of  the  Lord."  The  fon  of  the  bond-woman  mull  not 
be  heir  together  with  the  fon  of  the  free-woman,  and 
Jtherefore  he  will  be  call  out,  they  muil  part  company, 

C7/ir  I.  Let  none  be  then  ofifended  at  the  apollacy  of 
men,  eminent  in  profeffion,  Irom  the  ways  of  God,  in 
the  purell  and  moll  reformed  churches;  what  are  thefe 
people  better  than  others  ?  fay  fome  fcorners  :  Some 
of  thefe  make  a  greater  fliew  than  others,  and  yet  they 
fall  !  What  are  thefe  churches  better  than  others, 
where  there  is  no  fuch  examination  nor  trial  ?  And 
thefe  be  your  church-members,  and. your  holy  people, 
and  your  covenanters!  and  thus  men  flumble.  O  con* 
fider,  in  the  pureft  churches  tllere  be  many  fooliih 
whom  Chrift  will  feparate-  one  from  another ;  and, 
therefore,  if  Chrill  doth  give  a  talle  of  this  before-hand, 
and  ihofe  that  are  vile  before  him,  he  makes  them  vile 
before  others. 

Ufe  2.  Hence  fee  the  fearful  and  fad  condition  of 
thofe  who  fhall  voluntarily  feparate  themfelves,  and  are 
glad  of  it  from  the  fellowfiiip  of  the  faithful,  nay,  the 
churches  of  Chrift,  they  do  but  execute  the  divine  fen- 
lence  of  Chrill  upon  themfelves  in  this  life,  which  fliall 
be  pail  upon  them  at  the  great  day;  they  Ihall  then  be 
parted,  and  caft  out  of  the  family  of  God,  the  church 
of  the  firll-born,  of  which  the  churches  on  earth,  in 
their  purity,  are  a  refenfblance. 

Ufff  3.  We  may  fee  hence  one  juft  ground  of  that 
diligent  and  narrow  fearch  and  trial,  churches  here  do 
or  (hould  make  of  all  thofe  whom  they  receive  to  be 
feltow-members  with  them ;  the  Lord  Jefus  will  make 
a  very  ftricl  fearch  and  examination  of  wife  and  foolifh 
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when  he  conies,  and  will  put  a  difierence  betweea  tbes 
then.  May  not  men  nor  churches  imitate  the  Lord 
Jcfus  according  to  their  light  now  ?  If,  indeed,  all 
the  congregation  of  the  baptized  were  holy,  ibcn,  is 
Korah  faid,  "They  take  too  much  upon  ihcm."  If 
Chrift,  at  his  coming,  would  make  neither  cxaminaliou 
nor  feparatign,  not  only  of  people  baptized  at  large, 
but  of  profeffors,  and  glorious  profcffors  of  his  tnjth 
and  name ;  if  churches  were  not  let  to  difccrn  between 
harlots  and  virgins,  foolidi  and  wife  Virgins,  as  msdi 
■^s  in  them  lies,  that  fo  fome  of  the  glory^^cf  CbriJ 
may  be  feen.in  his  churches  htre,  as  well  as  at  tbciaft 
day ;  then  the  gate  might  be  opened  wid^,  and  flung 
off  the  hinges  too  for  all  comers ;  and  you  might  call 
the  churches  of  Chrift,  the  inn  and  tavern  of  Chrili, 
to  receive  all  ftrangers,  if  they  will  pay  for  what  ibcy 
call  for,  and  bear  fcot  and  lot  in  the  town,  and  net 
the  houfe  and  temple  of  Chrift,  only  to  entertain  bis 
friends.  But,  beloved,  the  church  hath  the  keys  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  and  what  they  bind  and  loofc, 
following  the  example  and  rule  of  Chrift,  is  bound  and 
loofed  in  heaven,  and  they  judge  in  the  room  of  Chrifir 
X  Cor.  v/4,  5.  2  Cor,  ii.  10.  Whom  the  church  cafls 
put,  and  bids  depart  lo  Satan,  Chrift  doth  ;  whom  it 
receives,  "Chrift  doth,  but  fuch  as  have  vifible  right  to 
Chrift,  and  communion  of  faints.  None  have  right 
to  Clirift  in  his  ordinances,  but  fuch  as  (hall  have  coin^ 
juunion  with  Chrift,  at  his  coming  to  judge  th^  world: 
hence  if  we  coiild  be  fo  eagle-eyed,  as  to  difcera  tbco 
oow  that  are  hypocrites,  we  fliould  exclude  theaiaovi 
as  Chrift  will,  becaufe  they  have  no  right;  but  that 
we  cannot  do,  the  Lord  will  therefore  do  it  for  bis 
churches  ;  yet  let  the  churches  learn  from  this,  to  do 
what  they  can  for  the  Lord  now. 

There  is  a  four-fold  glory  of  Chrift  fhining  in  ^^^ 
fcparating  foolifli  apd  wife  virgins  at  the  laftday ;  whidi 
when  churphes  imitate  now«  they  bold  out  now- 


X 


TEN   VIRGINS.  341 

Firft,  Hereby  he  (hews  his  wifdom,  in  difcovering 
the  fecrets  of  darkiief^,  and  all  the  wily  knots  men 
-have  tied,  to  hamper  thcmfclves  in  their  own  miferies; 
fo  churches  fliew  forth  tlieir  wifdoni,  not  only  in  dit 
covering  foch  whom  you  may  feel  ^0  be  hairy,  roug^ 
jEiraus  with  matton^  on,  but  fuch  as  have  Jacob's  voice 
and  are  wily;  when  the  fecrets  of  his  fpirit  are  difco- 
vercd,  they  will  fay,  if  not  proud  and  paffionate,  God 
is  in  you  ;  hence  the  wifdora  of  Ghriil,  Rev.  ii.  2. 

Secondly,  Hereby  the  Lord  Jefus  fl>ew8  his  holincfs, 
who  withdraws  himfelf  from  tbofe^that  are  foolifh, 
though  outwardly  moft  glorious;  for  he  will  be  fanfti-^ 
^ed  ;  fo  the  churches  fliadow  out  the  holinefs  of  Chrift 
herein  ;  wtio  are  bound  to  be  holy  as  he  is  holy. 

Thirdly,  Hereby  the  Lord  keeps  the  communion 
of  his  faints  pure;  this  is  a  wonderful  glory  in  heaven, 
that  only  the  ele^  and  faithful  of  God  Ihall  lie  down 
together  ;  and  is  the  lad  and  greated  glory  that  ever 
ihall  be  feen  in  this  world,  Rev.  xxi.  27.  One  man 
or  woman  fecretly  vile,  which  the  church  hath  not  vfed 
all  means  to  difcover,  may  defile  a  whole  church,  and 
bring  it  under  wrath,  as  Achan,  and  make  work  and 
forrow  enough  for  many  a  day  and  year  after,  and  bring 
that  blemifh  and  fcandal  as  will  not  eafily  be  worn  0$ 
again,  and  then  men  will  wiih  that  they  had  kept  their 
communion  pure. 

Fourthly,  Hereby  the  Lord  abundantly  vouchfafea 
bis  prefence  to  his  people  in  heaven,  when  the  goats 
arc  feparated  ;  now  come  and  take  your  fill  of  love, 
and  poffefs  your  kingdom  ;  fo  the  church  hereby  gains 
more  of  the  prefence  of  Chrift,  comforts  the  hearts  of 
bis  difciplcs ;  when  the  Lord  hath  his  fpoufe  alone, 
he  holds  communion  with  her.  Ifa.  iv.  6.  When  all  in 
Jerufalem  are  holy,  there  ihall  be  a  cloud  and  piljar 
of  fmoke  on  all  their  habitations.  And  therefore  not 
only  the  churches  ihould  do  thus,  but  a  godly,  boly 
heart  will  defire  it ;  it  is  the  end  of  his  coming,  that 
he  may  be  fearched ;  better  had  men  be  tried  and 
examined  now>  than  b^  Chrift  another -day, 
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Vcmsc  13.     Wascb. 

Olfcrv.  i  HAT  all  the  chcrcifs  of  God  are  bcasd 
to  b-  very  watci.fal,  by  co!::".Jcrmg  tl^  pu^lccf  uds 
faolifi:  virgins. 

^cft.  1.  A^ainl  what  Ciali  they  watch  ? 

J'./-  I.  A^3-nfl  fccurity  aad  dead-hcartednfis, 

2.  Againit  fl  ^.itncfs  and  faallcirocfs  of  uc  wtirk 
of  {Trace  in  iherj. 

•^^O'*  2.  For  what  Cio jid  they  watch  ? 

Aif.  For  the  b-clT^J  appearing  and  glorious  cooing 
of  C  iriil  J^I'js.  Al  his  fi'-ft  coaing,  i  Pet.  i.  10, — 12- 
tney  fcarcii-d  after,  and  waited  for  his  co-nicj,  aai 
rtjoiced  to  See  t;;at  day;  fo  Ihould  wc  for  his  f-cood. 

Ufc.  Of  cx^o^tatioa  to  the  churches  in  Kew  Ecg- 
land.     O  be  watchful  : 

Firfl,  A^ainft  fecurity.     Motives: 

1.  Bicaule  it  is  the  lafl  fm,  as  you  have  heard, 
whi:h  furprifeih  faints ;  a  Chriftian,  at  firft  converEco, 
llrives  anJ  gets  niaftery  over  many  fns,  but  fomc  arc 
very  hardy  that  he  cannot  overcome  them;  and  bscauie 
he  cannot,  hence,  like  the  Ifradiies,  he  is  ready  to 
think  the  worfl  is  pa!l,  and  I  cannot  be  better ;  and 
hence  lies  fecure,  and  makes  truce  with  fin. 

2.  It  is  a  very  dangerous  fin;  what  temptation  may 
not  a  man  fall  into,  and  bs  overcome  with,  wbeo  he 
is  fljepy  and  fecure  ?  A  firong  man  that  is  afleejx 
inay  not  a  child,  any  weak  enemy  cut  his  throat,  or 
pi:k  his  pockets  ?  It  may  be,  when  awakened,  bs 
may  recover  his  loffes,  but  it  is  fad  for  the  prefent 
with  him  :  So  here. 

3.  It  is  a  mod  bewitching  fin;  becaufe  nothing  is 
fo  fweet  as  fleep,  and  the  fweetcr  the  ftrongcr,  and 
the  worfe. 

4.  It  is  the  temptation  of  this  place.  1.  Becaule 
when  churches  grow  fecure,  then  all  begin  to  flambcr; 
elfe  one  might  awaken  all.  2.  Becaufe  here  is  peace; 
we  have  our  eafe,  and  our  pillows,  and  feather-beds, 

attl 


TEN  VIRGINS.  543 

and  are  out  Sf  the  noife  of  perfecution,  and  hence  flcep, 
and  watch  not,  are  fecure,  and  dead- hearted,  and  pray- 
not  ;  our  hearts  die,  and  prayers  die  by  this  means. 
3.  Becaufe  of  many  fad  wearifome  trials  and  heavy 
loads  ;  it  is  hard  to  live  for  fome,  and  their  bodies  are 
weak,  and  cares  and  diftraSlions  many,  and  griefs  froiu 
fervants'  rudenefs,  &c.  exceeding,  and  debts  come 
t}pan  men,  and  forrow  made  the  difciples'  eyes  heavy, 
Luke  xxii.  45.  The  poor  laden  horfe  when  fpur-galled, 
and  load  heavy,  and  legs  weary,,  Ke  will  ly  down  ia 
the  high- way  till  reft  and  provender  be  given  him. 

5.  O  therefore  blefled  are  ye  if  you  endure  tempta- 
tion, and  watch  one  hour  in  this  place  and  time.  I  tell 
you,  the  Lord  will  fet  thee  down,  and  fcrvc  thee,  and 
give  thee  what  thou  callett  for. 

Secondly,  Againll  flightncfs,  and  an  overly  work : 
Motives. 

1.  Many  looking  after  Chrift,  deceive  themfelves 
here ;  hfere  is  their  wound ;  they  have  fome  tafte  of  fin's 
bitternefr>*  and  fome  tafte  of  Chrift,  and  fome  afFeftions, 
but  the  life  of  Chrift  they  want;  not  that  all  muft  have 
the  fame  raeafure;  but  confider  what  hath  been  opened 
to  you;  O  thefe  colours,  forms  and  figures,  and  images 
and  pageants,  and  pi£lures  and  names,  and  paints, 
and  gildings,  are  the  undoing  of  many. 

2.  Confider  the  example  of  David,  who,  though  a 
prophet,  *^  O  that  1  might  fee  the  Lord  in  his  houfe!" 
Paul  reached  after  more  and  more ;  as  for  his  prize, 
he  made  work  of  it. 

3-  Chrift  is  full,  and  hath  enough  of  the  Spirit;  O 
therefore  feek  for  more !  if  you  know  this  gift,  and  afk, 
he  will  give  rivers  of  waters ;  young  Chriflrians  look 
to  yourfelves  as  you  wax  old  ;  what  is  become  of  your 
gold  ?  Why  doth  copper  appear  now,  in  comparifoa 
of  what  it  hath  been,  it  may  be,  formerly  ? 

Thirdly,  For  Chrift's  coming  :   Motives. 

I.  This  is  the  beginning  of  glory:  Adam  looked 
only  for  his  happinefs  in  an  eartiily  paradife,  but  you 
are  heirs  of  an  heavenly,  Tit.  ii.  13. 
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.  2,  You  have  nothing  elfe  to  look  for;  if  onlyoftbt 
thiags  of  this  world  you  might  look  for  your  portka 
here,  it  were  another  matter ;  but  now  when  ca//d, 
julUfied,  fan£tified,  iin  watrring  againft  thee,  and  nett- 
ing but  thy  body  and  breath  between  thee  and  ChtiSi; 
O  look  after  it. 

3.  Sorrows  in  the  country  cry  for  it;  wc  think  witia 
a  few  years  the  land  will  be  out  of  heart,  and  want  d 
doaths,  or  not  money  to  buy,  or  pay  debts,  and  this 
and  the  other  evil  willenfue  ;  fo  for  particular  pcrfo©, 
what  (hall  I  do  hereafter,  &c.  True,  but  glory  will 
pay  for  all  at  Chrill's  coming. 

4.  All  faints  ever  looked  for  this  long  ago ;  tte 
Corinthians,  1  Cor.  i.  7.  and  theTheffalonians,  i  Thcf. 
1. 19.  and  thePhilippians,Phil.iii.2o,  21.  grace  teaclietb 
men  fo  to  do,  Tit.  ii.  13.  and  promife  of  mercy  is  mtdc 
to  fuch  only,  Heb.  ix.  28.  and  hence.  Rev.  xzii.  the 
church  cries  out,  **  Gome,  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly!*' 

0  wait  for  this  time,  when  he  ftiall  redeem,  comfort 
glorify,  free  from  all  fnares  and  fins:  "  If«no  hope,  in 
this  life,  of  all  men  moll  miferable."  Some  young  ones 
think  it  is  too  foon ;  old  men  that  are  near  to  it  do  it; 
many  have  bufinelTes,  and  cannot.  Cannot  you  ctrry 
it  to  the  fields,  and  rejoice  in  expedation  of  this,-  but 
muft  be  always  call  down,  &c.  O  teach  it  yourchiW- 
ren !  fpeak  of  it  one  brother  to  another.  Some  of  yoa 
are  poor  and  mourning,  O  be  comforted,  it  is  for  year 
fake  Ghrift  will  come,  he  will  wipe  away  your  tears/ 

Thus  I  have  finilhed  this  parable:  There  arc  difcrs 
and  many  interpretations  hereof  given  by  fomc,  but  I 
fpeak  what  I  believe ;  I  dilTer  in  nothing  but  I  tret 
giv«  a  reafon  for  it. 

And  verily  if  you  regard  not,  the  Lord  fhall  bring 
all  thefe  things  as  witneffea  againft  you  another  day; 

1  believe  it  fhall  not  be  without  fome  fruit  i  give  hia 
the  glory  that  gives  it. 
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